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PREFACE. 



This translation of a portion of the works of St. Basil was originally begun under the 
editorial supervision of Dr. Wace. It was first announced that the translation would 
comprise the De Spiritu Sancto and Select Letters^ but it was ultimately arranged with Dr. 
Wace that a volume of the series should be devoted to St. Basil, containing, as well as the 
De Spiritu Sancto^ the whole of the Letters^ and the Hexaemeron. The De Spiritu Sancto 
has already appeared in an English form, as have portions of the Letters^ but I am not 
aware of an English translation of the Hexaemeron^ or of all the Letters. The De Spiritu 
Sancto was presumably selected for publication as being at once the most famous, as it is 
among the most valuable, of the extant works of this Father. The Letters comprise short 
theological treatises and contain passages of historical and varied biographical interest, as 
well as valuable specimens of spiritual and consolatory exhortation. The Hexaemeron was 
added a^ being the most noted and popular of St. Basil's compositions in older days, and 
as illustrating his exegetic method and skill, and his power as an extempore preacher. 

The edition used has been that of the Benedictine editors as issued by Migne, with 
the aid, in the case of the De Spiritu Sancto, of that published by Rev. C. F. H. Johnston. 

The editorship of Dr. Wace terminated during the progress of the work, but I am 
indebted to him, and very gratefully acknowledge the obligation, for valuable counsel and 
suggestions. I also desire to record my thanks to the Rev. C. Hole, Lecturer in Ecclesias- 
tical History at King's College, London, and to Mr. Reginald Geare, Head Master of the 
Grammar School, Bishop's Stortford, to the former for help in the revision of proof-sheets 
and important suggestions, and to the latter for aid in the translation of several of the 
Letters. 

The works consulted in the process of translation and attempted illustration are 
sufficiently indicated in the notes. 

London, December, 1894. 
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THE FAMILY OF St. BASIL. 



Maciina. 



Gregorius, bp. 



Basilius 



Emmelia. 
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SL Macrina. A son 
died in 
infancy. 
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St. BasiL Naucratius Gregory, bp. 
died XL 27. of Nyssa. 



Four daughters. 



Petrus, 
bp. of Sebasteia. 



II. 
THE FAMILY OF St. GREGORY OF NAZIANZUS, AND OF St. AMPHILOCHIUS. 



Philtatius 



Gorgonia. 



Amphilochius »» Livia. 
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Amphilochius, Euphemius. Theodosia. 
bp. of Iconium. 



Nonna =s Gregorius, bp. of Nazianzus. 
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Gregorius Csesarius. Gorgonia. 
the Divine. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE TO ACCOMPANY THE LIFE OF ST. BASIL 



A.D. 

329 or ^30. St. Basil born. 

335. Council of Tyre, 

336. Death of Arius. 

337. Death of Constantine. 

340. Death of Constantine II. 

341 . Dedication creed at Antioch. 

343. Julian and Gallus relegated to Macellum, 

Basil probably sent from Annen to school at C^sarba. 

344. Macrostich, and Council of Sardica. 
346. Basil goes to Constantinople, 

350. Death of Constans. 

351. Basil goes to Athens. 
1st Creed of Sirmium. 

353. Death of Magnentius. 

355* yulian goes to Athens {latter fart of year). 

356. Basil returns to C-«sarea. 

357. The 2d Creed of Sirmium^ or Blasphemy, subscribed by Hosius and Liberius. 
Basil baptized, and shortly afterwards ordained Reader. 

358. Basil visits monastic establishments in Egypt, Syria, Palestine, and 

Mesopotamia, and retires to the monastery on the Iris. 

359. The 3d Creed of Sirmium. Dated May 22, Councils of Seleucia and Ariminum. 

360. Acacian synod of Constantinople. 

Basil, now ordained Deacon, disputes with Aetius. 
Dianius subscribes the Creed of Ariminum, and 
Basil in conseqijence leaves C^sarea. 
He visits Gregory at Nazianzus. 

361. Death of Constantius and accession of yulian. 
Basil writes the *' Moralia." 

362. Basil returns to C^sarea. 

Dianius dies. Eusebius baptized, elected, and consecrated bishop, 

Lucifer consecrates Paulinus at Antioch. 

Julian at Casarea, Martyrdom of Eupsychius. 

363. Julian dies ( June 27) . Accession of Jovian. 

364. Jovian dies. Accession of Valentinian and Valens. 
Basil ordained Priest by Eusebius. 

Basil writes against Eunomius. 
Semiarian Council of Lampsacus. 

365. Revolt of Procopius. 
Valens at Ccesarea. 

366. Semiarian deputation to Rome satisfy Liberius of their orthodoxy. 
Death of Liberius. Damasus bp. of Rome. 

Procopius defeated. 

367. Gratian Augustus. 
Valens favours the Arians. 
Council of Tyana. 

368. Semiarian Council in Caria. Famine in Cappadocia, 

369. Death of Emmelia. Basil visits Samosata. 

370. Death of Eusebius of Csesarea. 

Election and consecration of Basil to the see of C^sarba. 

(xi) 
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xii BASIL. 

Basil makes visitation tour. 

371. Basil threatened by Arian bishops and by Modestus. 

Valcns^ travelling- slowly from Nicomedia to Ccesarea^ arrives at the end of 
the year. 

372. Valens attends great service at Ccesarea on the Epiphany^ Jan. 6. 
Interviews between Basil and Valens. 

Death of Galates. 

Valens endows Ptochotrophium and quits Ccesarea. 

Basil visits Eusebius at Samosata. 

Claim of Anthimus to metropolitan dignity at Tyana. 

Basil resists Anthimus. 

Basil forces Gregory ok Nazianzus to be consecrated bishop of Sasima, 

AND CONSECRATES HIS BROTHER GREGORY TO NySSA. CONSEQUENT ES- 
TRANGEMENT OF Basil and Gregory of Nazianzus. 
Basil in Armenia. Creed signed by Eustathius. 

373. St. Epiphanius writes the *' Ancoratus." 
Death of Athanasius. 

Basil visited by Jovinus of Perrha, and by Sanctissimus of Antioch. 

374. Death of Auxentius and consecration of Ambrose at Milan. 
Basil writes the " De Spiritu Sancto." 

Eusebius of Samosata banished to Thrace. 

Death of Gregory, bp. of Nazianzus, the elder. 
375- Death of Valentinian. Gratian and Valentinian II, emperors. 

Synod of Illyria, and Letter to the Orientals. 

Semiarian Council of Cyzicus. 

Demosthenes harasses the Catholics, 

Gregory of Nyssa deposed. 
376. Synod of Iconium. 

Open denunciation of Eustathius by Basil. 

378. Death of Valens^ Aug. g. 

Eusebius of Samosata and Meletius return from exile. 

379. Death of Basil, Jan. i. 
Theodosius Augustus, 
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SKETCH OF THE LIFE AND WORKS OF SAINT BASIL 



I. LIFE. 



I. — Parentage and Birth. 

Under the persecution of the second Maximinus,' a Christian gentleman of good 
position and fair estate in Pontus,* and Macrina his wife, suffered severe hardships.' 
They escaped with their lives, and appear to have retained, or recovered, some of their 
property.* Of their children the names of two only have survived : Gregory • and Basil.* 
The former became bishop of one of the sees of Cappadocia. The latter acquired a high 
reputation in Pontus and the neighbouring districts as an advocate of eminence,^ and as a 
teacher of rhetoric. His character in the Church for probity and piety stood very high." 
He married an orphaned gentlewoman named Emmelia, whose father had suffered 
impoverishment and death for Christ's sake, and who was herself a conspicuous example 
of high-minded and gentle Christhm womanhood. Of this happy union were born ten 
children,* five boys and five girls. One of the boys appears to have died in infancy, for 
on the death of the elder Basil four sons and five daughters were left to share the 
considerable wealth which he left behind him.** Of the nine survivors the eldest was a 
daughter, named, after her grandmother, Macrina. The eldest of the sons was Basil, the 
second Naucratius, and the third Gregory. Peter, the youngest of the whole family, was bom 
shortly before his father's death. Of this remarkable group the eldest is commemorated as 
Saint Macrina in the biography iVritten by her brother Gregory. Naucratius died in 
early manhood," about the time of the ordination of Basil as reader. The three remaining 
brothers occupied respectively the sees of Caesarea, Nyssa, and Sebasteia. 

As to the date of St. Basil's birth opinions have varied between 316 and 330. The 
later, which is supported by Gamier, Tillemont, Maran,** Fessler,*' and Bohringer, may 
probably be accepted as approximately correct.** It is tme that Basil calls himself an old 
man in 374,** but he was prematurely worn out with work and bad health, and to his friends 
wrote freely and without concealment of his infirmities. There appears no reason to 
question the date 3,29 or 330. 

Two cities, Caesarea in Cappadocia and Neocaesarea in Pontus, have both been named 
as his birthplace. There must be some amount of uncertainty on this point, from the fact 
that no direct statement exists to clear it up, and that the word jrarp/f was loosely employed 

I Of suffercrA in this yupreme stru^j^Ie of heathenism to dclny the official rccoirnition of the victory of the Gospel over 
the empire, the Reformed Kalciidar nf the English Church prrserveA the memory of St. Blai&e (Blasius), bishop of Sebasteia 
in Armenia, St. Geori^e, St. Airnes, St. Kucv, St. Mart^arctof Antioch, St. Katharine of Alexandria. 

* Greg. Naz., Or, xliii. (xx.). N.B. The refT. to the orationn and letters of Greg. Naz. are to the Ordo novus in Migne. 
» Id. * Greg. Nyss., Vit. Mac. 17S, 191. 

■ Bishop of an unknown see. Of the foolish duplicity of Gregory of Nyssa in fabricating a letter from him, see the 
mention in £//. Iviii., lix., Ix. 

* Bcuri'AcKK, Basiliug = ro^al or kingly. The name was a common one. Fabriclus catalogues ** alii Basilii ultra xxx.," 
all of some fame. The derivation of BaaiAcvf is uncerLiin^ and the connexion of the last syllable with Acvf =: Acwf = Aaof, 
people, almost certainly wrontf. The root may be KBA, with the idea that the leader makes the followers march. With the 
type of name, cf. Melchi and the compounds of Melech {eg. Abimelech) in Scripture, and King, LeRoy, Koenig, among 
modem names. 

t Greg. Nyss., Vit, Mac. yja. • Greg. Nyss., Vit. Mac, 1S6. " Greg. Nyss., Vit. Mac. iSa. 

* Gceg. Naz., Or, xliii. (xx.). *' /*. iSi, 191. 

u 330. Prudent Maran, the Ben. Ed. of Basil, was a Benedictine exiled for opposing the Bull Unigenitus. f ^T^'* 

M •• Natns. c. 3;o." 

1* Gregory of Nazianzus. so called, was bom during the episcopate of his father, Gregory, bishop of Nazianzus. 
Gregory the elder died in 373, after holding the see forty-five years. The birth of Greg-ory the younger cannot therefore be 
put before 338, and Basil was a little younger than his'friena. (Greg. Naz., JCp. xxxiti.) But the birth of (rre>{ory in his 
father's episcopate has naturally been contested. Vide D.C.B. ii. p. 74S, and L. Montaut, Rtvu* Critique on Greg, of N. 1878. 

» Ep, dxii. 

( xin ) 



xiv BASIL. 

to mean not only place of birth, but place of residence and occupation.' Basil's parents 
hud property and interests both in Pontus and Cappadocin, and were as likdy to be in the 
one as in the other. The early statement of Gregory of Nazianzus has been held to have 
weight, inasmuch as he speaks of Basil as a Cappadocian like himself before there was any 
other reason but that of birth for associating him with this province.' Assenting, then, to the 
considerations which have been held to afford reasonable ground for assigning Csesarea as 
the birthplace, we may adopt the popular estimation of Basil as one of " The Three 
Cappadocians," ' and congratulate Cappadocia on the Christian associations which have 
rescued her fair fame from the slur of the epigram which described her as constituting with 
Crete and Cilicia a trinity of unsatisfactoriness.^ Basil's birth nearly synchronizes with the 
transference of the chie^ seat of empire from Rome to Byzantium. He is born into a 
world where the victory already achieved by the Church has been now for sixteen years 
officially recognized.' He is born into a Church in which the first great Council has 
already given official expression to those cardinal doctrines of the faith, of which the final 
and formal vindication is not to be assured till after the struggles of the next six score of 
years. Rome, reduced, civilly, to the subordinate rank of a provincial city, is pausing 
before she realises all her loss, and waits for the crowning outrage of the barbarian in- 
vasions, ere she begins to make serious efforts to grasp, ecclesiastically, something of her 
lost imperial prestige. For a time the centre of ecclesiastical and theological interest is to 
be rather in the East than in the West. 

• II. — Education. 

The place most closely connected with St. Basil's early years is neither Cassarea nor 
Neocsesarea, but an insigniBcant village not far from the latter place, where he was brought 
up by his admirable grandmother, Macrina.' In this neighbourhood his family had con- 
siderable property, and here he afterwards resided. The estate was at Annesi, on the river 
Iris (Tekil-Irmak),' and lay in the neighbourhood of sceneiy of romantic beauty. Basil's 
own description " of his retreat on the opposite side of the Iris matches the reference of 
Gregory of Nazianzus 'to the narrow glen among lofty mountains, which keep it always 
in shadow and darkness, while far below the river foams and roars in its narrow precipi- 
tous bed. 

There is some little difficulty in understanding the statement of Basil in Letter 
CCXVL, that the house of his brother Peter, which h^ visited in 375, and which we may 
assume to have been on the family property (cf. Letter CX. §1) was ** not far from Neo- 
caesarea." As a matter of fact, the Iris nowhere winds nearer to Neocaesarea than at a distance 
of about twenty miles, and Turkhal is not at the nearest point. But it is all a question of 
degree. Relatively to Caesarea, Basil's usual place of residence, Annesi is near Neocaesarea. 
An analogy would be found in the statement of a writer usually residing in London, that if 
he came to Sheffield he would be not far from Doncaster."' 

At Annesi his mother Emmelia erected a chapel in honour of the Forty Martyrs of 
Sebaste, to which their relics were translated. It is possible that Basil was present at the 

* GrciT'^ry of Nazinnzus calls Basil a Cappadocian in -E/k. vi„ and spcnks of their both belonj^in^ to the same narp'-. 
In his Homily /n Gordinm mart^rem^ Basil mentions the adornment of Caesarea as bcint; his own adornment. In Epp. Ixxvi. 
and xcvi. he calls Ciippadocia his irarpi>. In Ep. Ixxiv., Cssarea. In Ep. It. it is doubtful whether it is Pontus, whence he 
writes, which is his varpU, or Caesarea, of which he is wrilini;. In Ep. Ixxxvti. it is apparently Pontus. Gre^ry of Nyssa 
^Orat. I. in xf. Mart.) calls Sebaste the trarpif of his forefathers, possibly because Sebaste had at one time been under the 
jurisdiction of Cappadocia. So in the N.T. varpic is the place of the early life and education of our Lord. 

« Maran, Vit. Ban. i. * BShrinfrer. 

* Ka«rfra53<f<;, Ko^ret, KiAiir«f, rpi'a leairira leaKKrra. On Basil's own estimate of the Cappadocian character, cf. p. 153, n. 
cf, also Isidore of Pelusium, i. Epp. 3^1, 352, aSi. 

* The edict of Milan was issued in 313. • Epp. cciv., ccx., rcxxiii. 

' Epp. iii., ccxxiii. The researches of Prof. W. M. Ramsay enable the exact spot to be identified with approximate cer- 
tainty, and, with his >;uidance, a pilj^riui to the scenes of Basil's boyhood and earlier monastic labours mig^ht ieel himself on 




fairly sure ijH'Ound. He refers to tlie description of St. Basil's hermitage given by Gregory of Nazians-is in his Ep. iv., a 
description which may l>e compared with that of Basil himself in Ep. xiv., as one which "can hardly refer to any other spot 
than the rocky glen below Turkhal, Ibora," in which 
it is the frontier bishopric of Pontus towards Sebastei: 

reached. Greifory Nyssenus, in his treatise on bapti , ^ , . ^^ _ , . „ ^ » 

Tillemont. thinking that the treatise was written at Nyssa, infers that Nyssa and Comana were near each olher.^ The truth is^ 
that Gresfory must have written his treatise at Annesi. We may therefore infer that the territory of ibora adjoined that of 
Comana on the cast and that of Seba>teia on the south, and touched the Iris from the boundary of Comana down to the point 
below Turkhal. Thu* boundary was prohabiv near Tokat, and Ibora itself may have been actually situated near Turknal." 
Prof. W. M. Ramsay, ///.«/. Geo/^. of Asia Minor ^ p. 336. • /Cp, xfv. * Greg. Naz., Ep. iv. 

*" On the visiis'to Peter, Prof. W. M. Ramsay writes: "The first and more natural interprct;ilion is that Peter lived nt a 
place further up the Iris than Da/.imon, in the direction of Neocxsarea. But on more careful consideration it is obvious that, 
after the troubles in Da^imon, Basil went to take a holiday with his brother Peter, and therefore he did not necessarily 
continue hi-* journey onward from Dazimon. The expression of nei-jrhbourhood to the district of Neocwsaroa is doubtless 
only comparative. Basil's usual residence was at Caesarea. Moreover, as ibora has now been placed, its territory probably 
touched that of Neocaesarea." Hist. Geog. of A.M. p. 328. 
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dedication services, lasting all night long, which are related to have sent his brother 
Gregory to sleep,' Here, then, Basil was taught the rudiments of religion by his grand- 
mother,* and by his father,' in accordance with the teaching of the great Gregory the 
Wonder-worker/ Here he learned the Catholic faith. 

At an early age he seems to have been sent to school at Caesarea,' and there to have 
formed the acquaintance of an Eusebius, otherwise unknown,* Hesychius,^ and Gregory 
of Nazianzus,* and to have conceived a boyish admiration for Dianius the archbishop.* 

From Caesarea Basil went to Constantinople, and there studied rhetoric and philosophy 
with success. Socrates^* and Sozomen " say that he worked at Antioch under Libanius. 
It may be that both these writers have confounded Basil of Caesarea with the Basil to 
whom Chrysostom dedicated his De Sacerdotio^ and who was perhaps the bishop of 
Raphanea, who signed the creed of Constantinople." 

There is no corroboration of a sojourn of Basil of Cassarea at Antioch. Libanius was 
at Constantinople in 347>^ «nd there Basil may have attended his lectures." 

From Constantinople the young Cappadocian student proceeded in 351 to Athens. Of 
an university town of the 4th century we have a lively picture in the writings of his friend,'* 
and are reminded that th« rough horse-play of the modem undergraduate is a survival of a 
very ancient barbarism. The lads were affiliated to certain fraternities,^ and looked out 
for the arrival of every new student at the city, with the object of attaching him to the 
classes of tliis or that teacher. Kinsmen were on the watch for kinsmen and acquaintances 
for acquaintances; sometimes it was mere good-humoured violence which secured the 
person of the freshman. The first step in this grotesque matriculation was an entertain- 
ment ; then the guest of the day was conducted with ceremonial procession through the 
agora to the entrance of the baths. There they leaped round him with wild cries, and 
refused him admission. At last an entry was forced with mock fury, and the neophyte 
was made free of the mysteries of the baths and of the lecture halls. Gregory of Nazianzus, 
a student a little senior to Basil, succeeded in sparing him the ordeal of this initiation, 
and his dignity and sweetness of character seem to have secured him immunity from rough 
usage without loss of popularity. ^^ At Athens the two young Cappadocians were noted 
among their contemporaries for three things : their diligence and success in work ; their 
stainless and devout life ; and their close mutual affection. Everything was common to 
them. They were as one soul. What formed the closest bond of union was their faitli. 
God and their love of what is best made them one.^* Himerius, a pagan, and Prohaeresius. 
an Armenian Christian, are mentioned among the well-known professors whose classes 
Basil attended.** Among early friendships, formed possibly during his university career, 
Basil's own letters name those with Terentius*® and Sophronius.'* 

If the Libanian correspondence be accepted as genuine, we may add Celsus, a pupil 
of Libanius, to the group.*' But if we except Basil's affection for Gregory of Nazianzus, 
of none of these intimacies is the interest so great as of that which is recorded to have 
been formed between Basil and the young prince Julian.** One incident of the Athenian 
sojourn, which led to bitter consequences in after days, was the brief communication with 
Apollinarius, and the letter written *'from layman to layman,"** which his opponents made 
a handle for much malevolence, and perhaps for forgery. Julian arrived at Athens after the 
middle of the year 355.** Basil's departure thence and return to Cassarea m«iy therefore 

« Gregr* NvsR., Oral, in xl. Mart, • Grep. Naz., Or. xliii. 

■ Ep. ccxxiii. * See Ep. cciv. and note on p. ajfo. 

* 1^. the Cappndoctan Cxsarea. The theory of Tillemont that Csesarea of Palestine was the scene of Basil's earlr 
school life seems hardiv tn dt.'serve the cnreful refutation of Manin ( Vit. Bas, i. O. cf. Ep. xlv. p. 14S, and p. 145, n. cf. also 
note on p. 141 on a possihie intercourse between the boy Basil and the younj^ princes Gallus and Julian in their seclusion :it 
Macellum. The park and pal;ice of Macellum (Amm. Marc. *'/«r»</ir« *') was near Mt. Arid:aBus (Soz. v. a) and close to 
Caesarea. If Rasii and Julian did ever study the Bible tog^ether, it seems more probable that they should do so at Marellum. 
while the prince was still beinflf educated as a Christian, than afterwards at Athens, when the residence at Nicomedia had 
resulted in the apostasy, cf. Maran, Vit, Bas, ii. 4. 

« Ep. cclxxi. T Ep, Ixiv. • Greg:. Nax. Or. xliil. • Ep. li. w Ecc, Hist, iv. afi. 

" Eec. Hist. vi. 17, " Maran, Vit. Bas. ii., Fabricius. Ed. Hnrles. vol. ix. 

>» He does not seem to have been at Antioch until 353. D.C.B. iil. 710, when BmsiI was at Athens. 

1* cf. the correspondence with Libanius, of which the genuineness nas been questioned, in Letters cccxzxr.-ccclix. Lefier 
cxtx. sug-gests a possibility of some studv of Hebrew. But Basil always uses the LXX. 

" Greif. Naz., Or. xliii., and poem De Vita Sua. w ^parptM., Greg., De Vita Sua, 11$, 

>7 A somewhat similar exemption is recorded of Dean Stsuiley at Rugby. 
^ Greg. Naz., Or, xliii. so, ai ; Carm, xi. aai-a35 : 

** *0 d* ftf }y qfi«f £ta^«p<SKrMf ilyAY* 
Tovr* i|y Btit ri «al ir^of tmv irpci<r<r^y««r.'* 

XTIlman (LtYe of Greg.^ quotes Cic, De Amicitia, xxv. : ** Amicitiet vis est in eo ui unus quasi animus fiat ex pluribuB,** 
» Soc. iv. a6 and Soz. vi. 17. »» Ep, Ixiv. « Ep, cclxxii. « Ef>. cccvi. 

* Grei^. Naz., Or. iv., Epp. xxzix., xl.. zli., on the first of which see note. ** Ep, ccxxiv. a. 

* Amm. Mar. xv. a, S. ** Permissus " is no doubt an euphemism for " coacius,** 
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be approximately fixed early in 356.' Basil starts for his life's work with the equipment 
of the most liberal education which the age could supply. He has studied Greek litera- 
ture, rhetoric, and philosophy, under the most famous teachers. He has been brought 
into contact with every class of mind. His training has been no narrow hothouse forcing 
of theological opinion and ecclesiastical sentiment. The world which he is to renounce, 
to confront, to influence, is not a world unknown to him.' He has seen heathenism in 
all the autumn grace of its decline, and comes away victorious from seductions which 
were fatal to some young men of early Christian associations. Athens no doubt contri- 
buted its share ot influence to the apostasy of Julian. Basil, happily, was found to be 
rooted more firmly in the faith;* 

III. — Life at C^sarea^ Baptism; and Adoption op Monastic Life. 

When Basil overcame the efforts of his companions to detain him at Athens, Gregoty 
was prevailed on to remain for a while longer. Basil therefore made his rapid journey 
homeward alone. His Letter to Eustathius^ alleges as the chief reason for his hurried 
departure the desire to profit by the instruction of that teacher. This may be the language 
of compliment. In the same letter he speaks of his fortitude in resisting all temptation to 
stop at the city on the Hellesp>ont. This city I hesitate to recognise, with Maran, as 
Constantinople. There may have been inducements to Basil to stop at Lampsacus, and it 
is more probably Lampsacus that he avoided.* At Cajsarea he was welcomed as one of 
the most distinguished of her sons,* and there for a time taught rhetoric with conspicuous 
success.^ A deputation came from Neoca^sarea to request him to undertake educational 
work at that city,* and in vain endeavoured to detain* him by lavish promises. Accord- 
ing to his friend Gregory, Basil had already determined to renounce the world, in the 
sense of devoting himself to an ascetic and philosophic life.*® His brother Gregory, how- 
ever,*' represents him as at tliis period still under more mundane influences, and as shew- 
ing something of the self-confidence and conceit which are occasionally to be observed in 
young men who have just successfully completed an university career, and as being largely 
indebted to the persuasion and example of his sister Macrina for the resolution, with which 
he now carried out the determination to devote himself to a life of self-denial. To the 
same period may probably be referred Basil's baptism. The sacrament was administered 
by Dianius.^ It would be quite consonant with the feelings of the times that pious parents 
like the elder Basil and Eminelia should shrink from admitting their boy to holy baptism 
before his encountering the temptations of school and university life.** The assigned date, 

• •* Norn enim rftius contigit anno 35? exennte ant tnntnl* %x^*\, si qnidem ibi ru'dii BasiltHs ynlianum^ qui in kanc urhent 
venit fam me iia part* anni 3>; elaftsa : neifut rtiam serins, quia spat ia inter studio litterarum it sacerdotium mimis comtruki 
noM patitur rerum Basil ii jfestarum multttudo." Maran. 

«Oii the i-ducation of Basil, Euir. Fiulon riMiiarks (^nde Historique et Litteraire, p. 15) : " Saint Grigoirr^ tmr It 
trine patriarcii^ de Constantinople, diclarait ne pas savoir la langue de Rome, Jl en fut de meme de Saint Basil*. Dm 
mains, c'*e<t vainement qu*on cherckrrait dans ses ouvraeres quclqne trace des poHes ou des prosateurs Latins. Si d*s 
passages tie V Hexamiron semhient tiris de Cir^ronj>u de Plin^, tl ne font pas s\y mibrendre, (Pitaint d* torten dt lienx 
cammunt qui se retronvent dans Plittarqne et dans Elien-cenx-ci Irs avaienl empm'nt^s h quelquevieil auteur,AristotU,par 
exemple, et c*est A cette source premiere qu^ax^aient puisi Grecs et Latins. Les Grecs poussaient meme si loin r ignorance dm 
Lattn qu*un deleurs grammairirns nf scmble pas se donter qH*il y ait des langnes sans article, et que Grigoire de Njfss*^ 
ayant h dire comment le mot del s*exprime en Latin, P/rrit a peu p^es com me tl devait V entendre trononcer anx Komaims^ 
Ki^AovMf 9ans se prioccuper de la quantiti ni de Vetymolosfie . , . La litt^rature Grecqne Hait done le fonds unique des 
itudes en Orient, et certes elle porrvait^h elle seule, satisfaire de nobles intelligence* . . . Cest dans Homire que les jemnet 
Grecs apprenaient it lire, Penjant tout le cours de leurs itudes^ ils extliqnaient ses po^mes . . . Ses vers remplissent la r^r^. 
respondances des p>res de I' Pglise^ et plus d*uue comparai*on profane pnsse de ses po^mes dans leurs homelies. Aprts 
Homire, venaient Hisiode et les tragiqnes Hirodote et Tnucydide, Demoslh^ne, tsocrate^ et Lysias. Ainsi poHts^ kistorien*, 
oratenrs^ formaient Vesprit, dirigenient le caenr, ilevaiekt VAme des en/ants. Mais ces 'auteurs itaient les coryphfes dm 
paganisme, et plus d*une passage de lenr livres ble^sait la morale s^tre du christianisme. Nul doute qu*un maitre religiemx, 
un saint, comme le pire de Basile, A prnpos des dienx d*Ifom?re, . . . dAt plus d*une foit dfplorer V aveitglement d*un si heam 
ginie. . . . yusqu* id , les itudes de Basile repondent h pen prts h not re instruction secondaire. Alors, comme aujourd*hui 
ces premiere itudes n*etaient qu*nn acheminement d des tmvanx plus serieux. Muni de ce premier bagatfe littiraire, unjeune 
homme ricke, et que vonlait br filer dans le monde, alia it dans les grands centres, k Antiacne, h Alexandrie, i Constant imapie. 



et turtout h Atk^nes, itudier Piloquence et la hkilosopkie.^ 

• cf, C. Ullmnn, Lift of Gregory of Aax. chap, ii., and 
•iff 4rvyriv, * Fp. i. * What these inducements cnn h: 



Ore?. Naz.. Or. xliii. 31. ^Aa^cpat /&^v roif ^[AAoic Atifreu dr 
«tff ^x^^. * /""P' i'' ' ' What these inducements cnn have been it secras vuin to conjecture, cf, Ep, i. and note. 

^ Gregr. Naz., Or, xlili. ? Rnfinus xi. q. 

• Ep. ccx. % a. The time assigned by Maran for the incident here narrated is no doubt the rieht one. But the depu- 
tation need have travelled no farther than to Annesi, if, as is tolerably certain, Basil on his return from Athens visited his 
relatives and the family estate. 

• The word jcara^civ would be natural if they soneht to keep him in Pontus ; hardlv, if their object was to brin^r him 
from Cxsarea. w Or. xliii. " Vit. Mac, 

IS cf, Ds, Sp, Seto. xx\x,, where the description of the bishop who both baptized and ordained Basil, and spent a hxi^ life 
in the ministrr, can aoply only to Dianiu<(. cf. Msran, Vit, Bas, iii. 

s* Accoriding to the legendary life of St. Basil, attributed to St. Amphilochius, he was baptized at Jerusalem. Nor is it 
right to omit to notice the arirument of Wall (Infant Biptism, ch. x.) founded on a coincidence between two passages in the 
writings of Greg. Naz. In Or. xl. ad init, he speaks of baptism as a yiwtvis nu-tfif-vn ««* iKtvOifit koX \vnK\ wa$Mf, way to «r«r 
ywiatttt icoAvfi^ui wtpirifirovaa, xot vpbf r^v arM ^MifK iwai^yovaa. In Or, xliii., he says of Basil that r& vptrra r^ ^Xtmia^ vvh 
Ty uariA . . . avvy«yoOr<u ical Biawk^mrax vkaviv r^iw apivn^ n xcu KaBapt»Tdr^¥, ti¥ initpivriv b #cto« A«8t3 ffaA«k hvoui^tt 
Ml lis rvxTt/HTft 4vrMtTOr. As they stand alone, there is something to be said for the conclusion Wall deduces from these 
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357, may be reasonably accepted, and shortly after his baptism he was ordained Reader.^ 
It was about this time that he visited monastic settlements in Palestine, Mesopotamia, 
Coele Syria, and Egypt,' though he was not so fortunate as to encounter the great pope 
Athanasius.' Probably during this tour he began the friendship with Eusebius of Samo- 
sata which lasted so long. 

To the same period we may also refer his renunciation of his share of the family 
property.* Maran would appear to date this before the Syrian and Egyptian tour, a journey 
^hich can hardly have been accomplished without considerable expense. But, in truth, with 
every desire to do justice to the self-denial and unworldliness of St. Basil and of other like- 
minded and like-lived champions of the Faith, it cannot but be observed that, at all events 
in Basil's case, the renunciation must be understood with some reasonable reservation. 
The great archbishop has been claimed as a *• socialist," whatever may be meant in these 
days by the term.* But St. Basil did not renounce all property himself, and had a keen 
sense of its rights in the case of his friends.* From his letter on behalf of his foster- 
brother, placed by Maran during his presbyterate,' it would appear that this foster-brother, 
Dorotheus, was allowed a life tenancy of a house and farm on the family estate, with a 
certain number of slaves, on condition that Basil should be supported out of the profits. 
Here we have landlord, tenant, rent, and unearned increment. St. Basil can scarcely be 
fairly cited as a practical apostle of some of the chapters of the socialist evangel of the end 
of the nineteenth century. But ancient eulogists of the g^eat archbishop, anxious to re- 
present him as a good monk, have not failed to foresee that this might be urged in objection 
to the completeness of his renunciation of the world, in their sense, and, to counterbalance 
it, have cited an anecdote related by Cassian." One day a senator named Syncletius came 
to Basil to be admitted to his monastery, with the statement that he had renounced his 
property, excepting only a pittance to save him from manual labour. "You have spoilt 
a senator," said Basil, " without making a monk." Basil's own letter represents him as 
practically following the example of, or setting an example to, Syncletius. 

Stimulated to carry out his purpose of embracing the ascetic life by what he saw 
of the monks and solitaries during his travels, Basil first of all thought of establishing a 
monastery in the district of Tiberina.* Here he would have been in the near neigh- 
bourhood of Arianzus, the home of his friend Gregory. But the attractions of Tiberina 
were ultimately postponed to those of Ibora, and Basil's place of retreat was fixed in the 
glen not far from the old home, and only separated from Annesi by the Iris, of which we 
have Basil's own picturesque description.^® Gregory declined to do more than pay a visit to 
Pontus, and so is said to have caused Basil much disappointment.^' It is a little characteristic 
of the imperious nature of the man of stronger will, that while he would not give up the 
society of his own mother and sibter in order to be near his friend, he complained of his 
friend's not making a similar sacrifice in order to be near him." Gregory " good-humouredly 
replies to Basil's depreciation of Tiberina by a counter attack on Caesarea and Annesi. 

At the Pontic retreat Basil now began that system of hard .ascetic discipline which 
eventually contributed to the enfeeblemeut of his health and the shortening of his life. He 
complains again and again in his letters of the deplorable physical condition to. which he 
is reduced, and he died at the age of fifty. It is a question whether a constitution better 
capable of sustaining the fatigue of long journeys, and a life prolonged beyond the Council 
of Constantinople, would or would not have left a larger mark upon the history of the 
Church. There can be no doubt, that in Basil's personal conflict with the decadent empire 
represented by Valens, his own cause was strengthened by his obvious superiority to the 
hopes and fears of vulgar ambitions. He ate no more than was actually necessary for 
daily sustenance, and his fare was of the poorest. Even when he was archbishop, no 
flesh meat was dressed in his kitchens." His wardrobe consisted of one under and one 

pnftsasre*. Against it there is the tridilinn of the later baptism, with the indication of Dianitiff as havinsr perrormed the rite in 
the Dt Sp, Scto, 39. On the o> her hand ra irpMra ri\K qAi<ia« miji^ht poxsthly refer not to infancy, but to boyhood. 

1 u€ S, Scto. xxiv. On his growing seriousness of character, cf, £p, ccxxiii. 

> Epp. !. and ccxxiii. § a. • £p. Ixxx. « cf, Ep. ccxxiii. % a. Gre«r. Nas., Or. xltii. 

^ eg. The New Party ^ 1S04, pp. Sa and S3, quotini^Ras., In Tsa, i., Horn, in iliuJ JLuca Dtstruam korrea^ % 7, and Horn, 
im Divitts, « Ept. iii., xxxvi. cf. Dr. Travers Smith, Easily p. 33. * Ep, xxxvii. 

* inst, vii. 19. cf, note on Cassian, vol. xi. p. 254 of this series. 

• />. xiv. ad fin. »o Ep. xiv. " Grejf. Nnz., Ep. i. or xliil. { aj. 
<3 Oil the later diflference between the friends at the time of Basil's consecration, l)e Brogue remarks : ** Ainsi m trakh»ait 




nsfi 

frmitTb/e A la moin%ire renonce d* approbation ou d« bldmf] xnrtout h la moiu'dr* bUssurc de Pamiti'/, pins Jinfment a'verti'des 
ohftacteSf mats auMfi plus aisimtnt dicourag^^, melant a l^ourAUtte de$plusg^rands int^fts un sotn pent etrecxc^Mtf dt sa 
Aigmili et tonte* let inquietudes d*um c<Kur sonframt,** VEglist et PEmpirt Romain au I Vme SHclt, v. p. 89. 
» Greg. Naz., Ep, ii. m Ep, zU. 
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over garment. By night he wore haircloth ; not by day, lest he should seem ostentatious. 
He treated his body, says his brother, with a possible reference to St. Paul,^ as an angiy 
owner treats a runaway slave.' A consistent celibate, he was yet almost morbidly con- 
scious of his unchastity, mindful of the Lord's words as to the adultery of the impure 
thought,' St. Basil relates in strong terms his admiration for the ascetic character cf 
Eustathius of Sebaste,^ and at this time was closely associated with him. Indeed, £us- 
tathius was probably the first to introduce the monastic system into Pontus, his part in the 
work being comparatively ignored in later days when his tergiversation had brought him 
into disrepute. Thus the credit of introducing monasticism into Asia Minor was given to 
Basil alone. ^ A novel feature of this monasticism was the Ccenobium,' for hitherto ascetics 
had lived in absolute solitude, or in groups of only two or three.' Thus it was partly 
relieved from the discredit of selfish isolation and unprofitable idleness." 

The exam(;le set by Basil and his companions spread. Companies of hard-working 
ascetics of both sexes were established in every part of Pontus, every one of them an 
active centre for the preaching of the Nicene doctrines, and their defence against Arian 
opposition and misconstruction.* Probably about this time, in conjunction with his friend 
Gregory, Basil compiled the collection of the beauties of Origen which was entitled 
Philocalia. Origen's authority stood high, and, both of the main divisions of Cliristian 
thought, the Nicene and the Arian, endeavoured to support their respective views from his 
writings. Basil and Gregory were successful in vindicating his orthodoxy and using his 
aid ip strengthening the Catholic position.^*^ 

IV. — Basil and the Councils, to the Accession of Valens. 

Up to this time St. Basil is not seen to have publicly taken an active part in the 
personal theological discussions of the age ; but the ecclesiastical world was eagerly dis- 
puting while he was working in Pontus. Aetius, the uncompromising Arian, was openly 
favoured by Eudoxius of Germanicia, who had appropriated the see of Antioch in 357. 
This provoked the Semiarians to hold their council at Ancyra in 358, when the Sirmiaii 
''Blasphemy" of 357 was condemned. The Acacians were alarmed, and manoeuved for 
the division of the general council which Constantius was desirous of summoning. Then 
came Ariminum, Nike, and Seleucia, in 359, and *' the world groaned to find itself Arian." 
Deputations from each of the great parties were sent to a council held under the personal 
presidency of Constantius at Constantinople, and to one of these the young deacon was 
attached. The date of the ordination to this grade is unknown. On th^ authority of 
Gregory of Nyssa" and Philostorgius,** it appears that Basil accompanied his namesake of 
Ancyra and Eustathius of Sebaste to the court, and supported Basil the bishop. Philostor- 
gius would indeed represent the younger Basil as championing the Semiarian cause, though 
with spme cowardice.^ It may be concluded, with Maran, that he probably stood forward 
stoutly for the truth, not only at the capital itself, but also in the neighbouring cities of 
Chajcedon and Heraclea.^^ But his official position was a humble one, and his part in the 
discussion^ and amid the intrigues of the council was only too likely to be misrepresented 
by those with whom he did not agree, and even misunderstood by his own friends. In 
360 Dianius signed the creed of Ariminum, brought to Cassarea by George of Laodicea; 
and thereby Basil was so much distressed as henceforward to shun communion with his 
bishop.^ He left Caesarea and betook himself to Nazianzus to seek consolation in the 
society of his friend. But his feelings towards Dianius were always affectionate, and he 
indignantly repudiated a calumnious assertion that he had gone so far as to anathematize 
iiim. Two years later Dianius fell sick unto death and sent for Basil, protesting that at 
heart he had always been true to the Catholic creed. Basil acceded to the appeal, and in 
362 once again communicated with his bishop and old friend. ^* In the interval between the 

1 1 Cor. ix. 37. * Gre^. Ntss., In Bas^ 314 c. Cansian, /««/. vi. 19. *Ep, ccxziii. § 3. 

■ cf, Tillemont ix.pagsim, Wsuch iii. 55a, Schr^ckh xiii. 35. quoted by Robertson, i. 366. 

* ffoii^Sioi'. 7 Maran, Vit. Ban, vi. 

• cf, Bas., J?4^. Fus. Re»p, vii., quoted by Robertson, i. 366. His rule has been compared to that of St. Benedict D, C,B, 
. aS4. On the life in the Retreat, cf. £a^* ii* and ccvii. * Soz. vi. 17. 

*^ cf, Soc., JScc. Hist. iv. a6. Of this work Gregory says, in sending it to a friend : iva hi re iral vir^/;ivi|M« ^o^ ^w cx7«» 
rb 8* avrd ical rov ayiov BoaiAciov wicrior knt9rakKa^.i¥ m\ r^f Opiv«Fovf 4>iAo«aAia(, cicAoyaf ^X*'*' ^*' XP^^f^**** "^^^ ^iKoAo* 
yoi«. Ep, Ixxxvii. _ ^ , " *• B«non>; " iy. la. 

U oif BaaiAcuK <rcpof waftriv wvaTwC^tav Situc6vw¥ in riitv ^X^^* Bvyofi^t. uiy rov Xi-vttv voKKStv vpo^ip*»v, r^ 6i r^v yKwi^i^ 
iBifvti vfiiiK TobK itoivobK viro^rcAAou^Fovf ayMKa«. This is unlike Basil. ** This may be the Arian way of saying that St. Basii 
witndrew from the Seleudan deputies when they yielded to the Acacians." Rev. C. F. If. Johnston, J}g S. Scto, Imi, xxzvi. 
'« Ep, ccxxiii. f 5. ^ Ep. li. >• Epp, vUi. and U. 
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visit to Constantinople and this death-bed reconciliation, that form of error arose which 
was long known by the name of Macedonianism, and which St. Basil was in later years to 
combat with such signal success in the treatise Of the Spirit, It combined disloyalty to 
the Spirit and to the Son. But countervailing events were the acceptance of the Honio- 
ousion by the Council of Paris/ and the publication of Athanasiiis* letters to Serapion on 
the divinity of the two Persons assailed. To this period is referred the compilation by 
Basil of the Moralia} 

The brief reign of Julian would affect Basil, in common with the whole Church, in two 
ways: in the relief he would feel at the comparative toleration shewn to Catholics, and the 
consequent return of orthodox bishops to their sees ; ' in the distress with which he would 
witness his old friend's attempts to ridicule and undermine the Faith. Sorrow more per- 
sonal and immediate must have been caused by the harsh treatment of Caesarea * and the 
cruel imposts laid on Cappadocia. What conduct on the part of the CaBsareans may have 
led Gregory of Nazianzus to speak of Julian 2is justly oBcnded, we can only conjecture. 
It may have been the somewhat disorderly proceedings in connexion wilh the appoint- 
ment of Eusebius to succeed Dianius. But there can be no doubt about the suflerings of 
Csesarea, nor of the martyrdom of Eupsychius and Damas for their part in the destruction 
of the Temple of Fortune.* 

The precise part taken by Basil in the election of Eusebius can only be conjectured. 
Eusebius, like Ambrose of Milan, a layman of rank and influence, was elevated per sal- 
turn to the episcopate. Efforts were made by Julian and by some Christian objectors to 
gjet the appointment annulled by means of Gregory, Bishop of Nazianzus, on the ground- 
of its having been brought about by violence. Bishop Gregory refused to take any retro- 
gressive steps, and thought the scandal of accepting the tumultuary appointment would be 
less than that of cancelling the consecration. Gregory the younger presumably supported 
his father, and he associates Basil with him as probable surterers from the imperial ven- 
geance.^ But he was at Nazianzus at the time of the election, and Basil is more likely to 
liave been an active agent.* 

To this period may be referred Basil's receipt of the letter from Athanasius, men- 
tioned in Letter CCIV., § 6.* On the accession of Jovian, in June. 365, Athanasius wrote to 
him asserting the Niccne Faith, but he was greeted also by a Scmiarian manifesto from 
Antioch,"® of which the first signatory was Meletius. 

Valentinian and Valens, on their accession in the following year, thus found the 
Church still divided on its cardinal doctrines, and the lists were marked in which Basil was 
henceforward to be a more conspicuous combatant. 

V. — The Presbyterate. 

Not long after the accession of Valens, Basil was ordained presbyter by Eusebius.*^ 
An earlier date has been suggested, but the year 364 is accepted as fitting in better with 
the words of Gregory " on the free speech conceded to heretics. And from the same 
Letter it may be concluded that the ordination of Basil, like that of Gregory himself, was 
not wholly voluntary, and that he was forced against his inclinations to accept duties when 
he hesitated as to his liking and fitness for them. It was about this time that he wrote his 
Books against Eunomius ; ^ and it may possibly have been this work which specially com- 

««6o. Iffansi, iii. 357-Q. 

* iftfuca. *' Capita moralia chrhtiana^ ex meritt N&vi Tesiamemts dieti* contexia et rerulia Ixzx. camprehensa .** Fab. 
CloMljr connected with these are the Kegultt fusius iraclatm (opot Kara vAaro;) Iv., and the Regulm hreviua iractattt (opoi icar* 
cviTOfAifr) cccxUi. (Migne, xxxi. pp. 890-1306) on which see later. 

* The most important instance bein^ that of Athanasius, who, on his return to Alexandria after his third exile, held a 
synod which condemned Macedonians as well as Arians. cf. Newman's Ariant^ y. 1. 

« Sot. V. 4. » Or. iv. { oa. 

* B^p. c, cclii. Snz. v. 11. ef. also Epp. xxxix., xl., and xli^ with the notes on pp. 141, 1^, for the nrsrument for and 
acrainst tne genuineness of the correspondence. Two Eupsychii ofCaesarea are named in va^ Acta Sanctorum and by the 
Petits Bollandistes^ — one celebrated on April o, said to have been martyred in the reign of Hadrian, the other the victim 
of Jnlian in 36a, commemorated on Sept. 7. TiUemont identifies them. Baronius thinks them distinct. J. S. Stilting (Act, 
Sitmet. ed. 1S6S) is inclined to distinguish them mainly on the ground that between 36J and the time of Kafirs describing 
the festival as an estahlishe^t yearly commemoration there in not sufficient interval for the cultus to have arisen. This alone 
seems hardly convincinij^. The local interest in the victim of Julian's severity would naturally be great. Bccket was murdered 
in 1170 and cnnonized in 117), Dec. ao being fixed for his feast; Lewis Vll. of France was among the pilgrims in M79. 
Bemadette Soabirous announced her vision at Gourdes in 1S58; the church was begun there in iS6a. 

» Or. V. y). •rf. Greg. Naz. Ep. vili. •» Maran, Vft. Bas. viii.8. WSoc. iii. ac. 

*» It will hare beftn noted th.it I hive accepted the authority of Philostoi^ius that he was already de:icon. The argument 
employed by Tillemont against this statement is the fact of no dintinct diaconate being menti^ni*'! by (^regory of Nazianzus. 
But the silence of Gn-gorv does not conclufiively outweigh the distinct en ra^iv SiafOPov «xwf of Philostorgius ; an«l a diaconate 
it supported by the mistaken statement of SocnUes IH.E. iv. a6) that the deacon's orders were conferred by MeietiuA. 
" Greg. Naz., Ep, vUi. w r/. £>. xx. 
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mended him to Eusebius. However this may be, there is no doubt that he was soon 
actively engaged in the practical work of the diocese, and made himself very useful to 
Eusebius. But Basil's very vigour and value seem to have been the cause of some aliena- 
tion between him and his bishop. His friend Gregory gives us no details, but it may be 
inferred from what he says that he thought Basil ill-used.^ And allusions of Basil have 
been supposed to imply his own sense of discourtesy and neglect.* The position became 
serious. Bishops who had objected to the tumultuary nomination of Eusebius, and had 
with difficulty been induced to maintain the lawfulness of his consecration, were ready to 
consecrate Basil in his place. But Basil shewed at once his wisdom and his magnanimity. 
A division of the orthodox clergy of Cappadocia would be full of danger to the cause. 
He would accept no personal advancement to the damage of the Church. He retired with 
his friend Gregory to his Pontic monasteries,* and won the battle by flying from the field. 
Eusebius was left unmolested, and the character of Basil was higher than ever.* 

The seclusion of Basil in Pontus seemed to afford an opportunity to his opponents in 
Cappadocia, and according to Sozomen,* Valens himself, in 365, was moved to threaten 
CiBsarea with a visit by the thought that the Catholics of Cappadocia were now deprived 
of the aid of their strongest champion. Eusebius would have invoked Gregory, and left 
Basil alone. Gregory, however, refused to act without his friend, and, with much tact 
and good feeling, succeeded in atoning the two offended parties.* Eusebius at first re- 
sented Gregory's earnest advocacy of his absent friend, and was inclined to resent what 
seemed the somewhat impertinent interference of a junior. But Gregory happily appealed 
to the archbishop's sense of justice and superiority to the common unwillingness of high 
dignitaries to accept counsel, and assured him that in all that he had written on the subject 
he had meant to avoid all possible offence, and to keep within the bounds of spiritual and 
philosophic discipline.^ Basil returned to the metropolitan city, ready to cooperate loyally 
with Eusebius, and to employ all his eloquence and learning against the proposed Arian 
aggression. To the grateful Catholics it seemed as though the mere knowledge that Basil 
was in Caesarca was enough to turn Valens with his bishops to flight,* and the tidings, 
brought by a furious rider, of the revolt of Procopius,* seemed a comparatively insignifi- 
cant motive for the emj^eror's departure. 

There was now a lull in the storm. Basil, completely reconciled to Eusebius, began 
to consolidate the archiepiscopal power which he afterward wielded as his own,'^ over the 
various provinces in which the metropolitan of Caesarea exercised exarchic authority.^ In 
the meantime the Semiarians were beginning to share with the Catholics the hardships in- 
flicted by the imperial power. At Lampsacus in 364 they had condemned the results of 
Ariminum and Constantinople, and had reasserted the Antiochene Dedication Creed of 341. 
In 366 they sent deputies to Liberius at Rome, who proved their orthodoxy by subscribing 
the Nicene Creed. Basil had not been present at Lampsacus," but he had met Eustathius 
and other bishops on their way thither, and had no doubt influenced the decisions of the 
synod. Now the deputation to the West consisted of three of those bishops with whom he 
was in communication, Eustathius of Sebasteia, Silvanus of Tarsus, and Theophilus of 
Castabala. To the first it was an opportunity for regaining a position among the ortho- 
dox prelates. It can hardly have been without the persuasion of Basil that the deputation 
went so far as they did in accepting the homoousion, but it is a little singular, and in- 
dicative of the comparatively slow awakening of the Church in general to the perils of the 
degradation of the Holy Ghost, that no profession of fiiith was demanded from the Lamp- 
sacene delegates on this subject.^ In 367 the council of Tyana accepted the restitution of 
the Semiarian bishops, and so far peace had been promoted.** To this period may veiy 
probably be referred the compilation of the Liturgy which formed the basis of that which 
bears Basil's name.*^ The claims of theology and of ecclesiastical administration in Basil's 

> Gr^\^. Naz., Orat. xliii. aS, EPP- xvi.-xvii. * *^. Horn, in Is. i. 57, aXo^ovcts ydp ftcivi} rb iiifitvh^ oI«<r9ai xPrii**'^' 

s Gre^rv his no doubt thai Eusebius was in the wrong-, even ritliculously in the wrong, if such be the true interpreta- 
tion of his curious phrase (Or. xliii. aS), aimrai yAp ov ri»¥ voAAmv /uioi^r, aAA& irai rwr opttrrwi^, & Mmm<k. The monasteries 
to which Basil fled Gregory here {id. ag) calls ^poi^io-njpca, the word used by Aristophanes {Clouds^o^) of the house or school 
of Socrates, and npp;«rentlv a comic parody on Sucooniptoi'. It might be rendered '^reflectory.*' ** Cfontemplatory '* has been 
suggested. It is to lie noted that Basil in the De Sp, Scto. (see p. 49, n.) appears to allude to the Acharnians, The friends 
prroably read Aristophanes together at Athens. 

« Gre^. Naz.. Or. xliii. Soz. vi. 15. ■ ri. 15. • Greg. Naz., Epp. xvi., xvii., xix., and Or, zx. 

V ovK v^p4<rriKM9, aAAA w¥tvikartKm% re sot ^tAoq-o^wy. * Soz. vi. 15. * Amm. Marc. xxvi. 7, a. 

'^ ivT9v9t¥ avTw ntM.ii¥ K9X rh icparoc r^c cicxAi}<riaf , «t icfti ri^ iratfejpav c7;(c ra Jevrcpa. Greg. Naz., Or. xliii. 

11 cf. Maran, Vit. Bax, xiv. and D.CiA. t.v, exarch. The archbishop of Cassarea was exarch of the provinces (lir«p)^cat) 
comprised in the Pontic Diocese. Maran refers to Letters xxviti., xxx., and xxxiv., as all shewing the important functions 
discnarged by Basil while yet a presbyter. 

)s Ep. ccxxiii. >• Uefele, % 8S. Schr5ckh. Kirch, xii. yi . Swete, Doctrint of tk« Holy Spirit, 54. 

^ Epp, ccxUv. and cdxiiL ^ Giejf. Naz., Or, xliii. 
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time did not, however, prevent him from devoting much of his vast energy to works of 
charity* Probably the great hospital for the housing and relief of travellers and the poor, 
which he established in the suburbs of Caesarea, was planned, if not begun, in the latter 
years of his presbyterate, for its size and importance were made pretexts for denouncing 
him to Elias, the governor of Cappadocia, in 372,* and at the same period Valens contrib- 
uted to its endowment. It was so extensive as to go by the name of Newtown,* and was 
in later years known as the *^ Basileiad." ' It was the mother of other similar institutions 
in the country-districts of the province, each under a Chorepiscopus.* But whether the 
Ftochotrophium • was or was not actually begun before Basil's episcopate, great demands 
"were made on his sympathy and energy by the great drought and consequent famine which 
befell Caesarea in 368. He describes it with eloquence in his Homily On the JFamine 
and Drought? The distress was cruel and widespread. I'he distance of CaBsarea from 
the coast increased the difficulty of supplying provisions. Speculators, scratching, as it 
were, in their country's wounds, hoarded grain in the hope of selling at famine prices. 
These Basil moved to open their stores. He distributed lavishly at his own expense/ and 
ministered in person to the wants of the suflerers. Gregory of Nazianzus • gives us a 
picture of his illustrious friend standing in the midst of a great crowd of men and women 
and children, some scarcely able to breathe; of servants bringing in piles of such food as 
is best suited to the weak state of the famishing sufferers; of Basil with his own hands 
distributing nourishment, and with his own voice cheering and encouraging the sufferers. 

About this time Basil suffered a great loss in the death of his mother,^ and sought 
solace in a visit to his friend Eusebius at Samosata.^^ But the cheering effect of his jour- 
ney was lessened by the news, which greeted him on his return, that the Arians had suc- 
ceeded in placing one of their number in the see of Tarsus." The loss of Silvanus was ere 
long followed by a death of yet graver moment to the Church. In tlie middle of 370 died 
Eusebius, breathing his last in the arms of Basil. ^ 

VI. — Basil as Archbishop. 

The archiepiscopal throne was now technically vacant. But the man who had prac- 
tically filled it, " the keeper and tamer of the lion," ^* was still alive in the plenitude of 
his power. What course was he to follow? Was he meekly to withdraw, and perhaps be 
compelled to support the candidature of another and an inferior? The indirect evidence** 
has seemed to some strong enough to compel the conclusion that he determined, if possible, 
to secure his election to the see.** Others, on the contrary, have thought him incapable of 
scheming for the nomination.*' The truth probably lies between the two extreme views. No 
intelligent onlooker of the position at Cassarea on the death of Eusebius, least of all the highly 
capable administrator of the province, could be blind to the fact that of all possible com- 
petitors for the vacant throne Basil himself was the ablest and most distinguished, and the 
likeliest to be capable of directing the course of events in the interests of orthodoxy. But 
it does not follow that Basil's appeal to Gregory to come to him was a deliberate step to 
secure this end. He craved for the support and counsel of his friend ; but no one could 

* Ep. xciv. * ^ moxvn roAis. Greg-. Nn«., Or, xliH. ef. Sir Thomns Morc's Utopia^ Bk. II. Chnp. V. 

• Soz. vi. ^ ♦^//.cxlii., cxiiii. 

» TtriaxvtaoUMv, Ep. clxxvl. Professor Ramsay, in Tkt Church and th* Roman Empire^ p. 464, rRmnrks that '• the * New 
CttT* of Basil seems to have caus<Kl the fnndual roncentnition of the entire popuhuion of Ca*sarca round the ccclesiasticnl 




«^t&«f dyoA^craf rotf vitntai kox fioAiara iy vZ r^« <rirodcia( xiupo*, Ka(f bv rTCdrrarci rQ? t««cAT7<ria«, iTi «¥ rtj! xAi^py twk wfittrfivrepw 
itpartmtv itaX itrriL ravra, uitS« ray viroA«i<M<vTMi^ ^curaM<*««* Marnn ( Vft. Bas. xi. % 4), with the object of provin^f that Basil 
had completely abandoned all property whatsoever, says that this must n.-rL*r to a ieeacy from his mother. The terms used are 
far more consistent with the view already expressed (9 III.). So in his Orat, in Bat, Gregory speaks of Basil at the time as 
" seUinfl: his own possessions, and buving provisions with the proceeds." 

•Or. xliit. " Greg.>Jys8., Vit, Mac, 1S7, Ep, xxx. " Ep. xxxiv. » Id, 

M Gresr. Nax., Or. xliii. " Gri* g. Nax., Or. xliii. 33. 

>» /.#. the extant reply to his urgent request that Grejfory would come to him. Gresr. Naz., Ep. x1. 

M •* Permadi que, s*'il ichouait t^en Haft fait de lafoi de Nicie en Cappadoce^ il deploie tontes Us rcssources de tonginie^ 
muMt sample queputssani.** Fialon, JE^/. ///V/. p. 85. 

•« Persomne dans la ville, pas meme Basi'/e, malgri son hnmiliti^ nejioHta que la succession ne lui/At acquise . , . 
HJit asses ouveriement ses priparatifs pour sa promotion^* De Bro^lie, L*£glise el /' Empire /^. v. 8S. 

** Basil persuaded himself, and not altoj^ether unwarrantably, that the cause of orthodoxy in Asia Minor was involved in 
Us becoming: his successor.** Canon Vcnables in D.C.B. 

** Erselhst^ so schwer er sich anfantfs sur Uebemahme des Preshyterates haite entfchliessen hiinnen^jeixt^ wo er sich in 
9eisu Stellung hinein gearheitet hatte wUnschie er nichts sehnlicher al seine Wahl sum Bischof. Bohrintrer the I Vth c. p. 34. 

** Was it really Tmm ambitious views ? Certainly the suspicion, which even his friend enlertained| attaches to hini/' 
minanii, Life of Gregory of NaM,^ Cox's Trans, p. 11^. 

>Y ** Ne suspicatus quidem in se oculos conjectum $ri.** Maran, Vii. Bas, 

** Fvrmtr urns Vrigue pour parvemir d P/piscopai iiaii bi4» loim de sa pensie.** Ceillier, i v. 354. 
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have known better that Gregory the younger was not the man to take prompt action or 
rule events. His invention of a fatal sickness, or exaggeration of a slight one, tailed to 
secure even Gregory's presence at Cajsarea. Gregory burst into tears on receipt of the 
news of his friend's grave illness, and hastened to o:)cy the summons to his side. But on 
the road he fell in with bishops hurrying to Cassarea for the election of a successor to 
Eusebius, and detected the unreality of liaslTs plea. He at once returned to Nazianzus 
and wrote the oft-quoted letter,* on the interpretation given to which depends the estimate 
formed of Basil's action at the important crisis. 

Basil may or may not have taken Gregory's advice not to put himself forward. But 
Gregory and his father, the bishop, from this time strained every nerve to secure the election 
of Basil. It was felt that the cause of true religion was at stake. " The Holy Ghost must 
win." • Opposition had to be encountered from bisiiops who were in open or secret sym- 
pathy with Basil's theological opponents, from men of wealth and position with whom 
Basil was unpopular on account of his practice and preaching of stem self-denial, and from 
all the lewd fellows of the baser sort in Cajsarea.' Letters were written in the name of 
Gregory the bishop with an eloquence and literary skill which have led them to be gener- 
ally regarded as the composition of Gregory the younger. To the people of Caesarea Basil 
was represented as a man of saintly life and of unique capacity to stem the surging tide of 
heresy.* To the bishops of the province who had asked him to come to Cxsarea without 
saying why, in the hope perhaps that so strong a friend of Basil's might be kept away 
from the election without being afterwards able to contest it on the ground that he had 
had no summons to attend, he expresses an earnest hope that their choice is not a factious 
and foregone conclusion, and, anticipatinp^ possible objections on the score of Basil's weak 
health, reminds tliem that they have to elect not a gladiator, but a primate.* To Eusebius 
of Samosata he sends the letter included among those of Basil * in wliich he urges him 
to cooperate in securing the appointment of a worthy man. Despite his age and physical 
infirmity, he was laid in his litter, as his son says' like a corpse in a grave, and borne to 
Caesarea to rise there with fresh vigour and cany the election by his vote.' All resistance 
was overborne, and Basil was seated on the throne of the great exarchate. 

The success of the Catholics roused, as was inevitable, various feelings. Athanasius 
wrote from Alexandria* to congratulate Cappadocia on her privilege in being ruled by 
so illustrious a primate. Valcns prepared to carry out the measures against the Catholic 
province, which had been interrupted by the revolt of Procopius. The bishops of the 
province who had been narrowly out-voted, and who had refused to take part in the con- 
secration, abandoned communion with the new primate.^*^ But even more distressing 
to the new archbishop than the disafiection of his suffragans was the refusal of his friend 
Gregory to come in person to support him on his throne. Gregory pleaded that it was 
better for Basil's own sake that there should be no suspicion of favour to personal friends, 
and begged to be excused for staying at Nazianzus.^ Basil complainea that his wishes 
and interests were disregarded," and was hurt at Gregory's refusing to accept high 
responsibilities, possibly the coadjutor-bishopric, at Cajsarea.'^ A yet furtlier cause of 
sorrow and annoyance was the blundering attempt of Gregory of Nyssa to eflcct a 
reconciliation between his uncle Gregory, who was in sympathy with the di&'iflccted 
bishops, and his brother. He even went so far as to send more than one forged letter 
in their uncle's name. The clumsy counterfeit was naturally found out, and the widened 
breach not bridged without difficulty." The episcopate thus began with troubles, both 
public and personal. Basil confidently confronted them. His magnanimity and capacity 
secured the adhesion of his immediate neighbours and subordinates,** and soon his ener- 
gies took a wider range. He directed the theological campaign all over the East, and 
was ready alike to meet opponents in hand to hand encounter, and to aim the arrows of 
his epistolary eloquence far and wide." He invokes the illustrious pope of Alexandria 
to join him in winning the support of the West for the orthodox cause.*' He is keenly 
interested in the unfortunate controversy which distracted the Church of Antioch.** He 
makes an earnest appeal to Damasus for the wonted sympathy of the Church at Rome.^ 
At the same time his industry in his see was indefatigable. He is keen to secure the 

1 Greg. N., Efi. xl. (xxi.). * Efi. xli. » Or, xlill. 

« Or, xliii. ■ £/. xliii. • Or. xviii., xlilf . 

» Or. xliii. { 37. • £jf. xlv ii. • Aihaii., AJ Pall. gK\\ Ad yohan^ ft Ant. 95X. 

w This lA inferred from Uie latter part ot Ep. xiviii. cf. Mamn, Vit. litis, xiii. \. »' Greif. Naz., Ep. xlv. 

"/*/.£/. xlvi. " £y»y». Iviii., lix.. Ix. "A/. f4.^. »«^/. Ixix. 

u rqfdc rqc «catfc3paf ri>ifr. Greg. Naz., Or. xliii. u Greg. Nax., Or, xliii. f 40. " Basil, Epp, Ixvi., Ixvii. » Ep, Ixx. 
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purity of ordination and the fitness of candidates.* Crowds of working people come to 
fiear him preach before they go to their work for the day.' He travels distances which 
would be thought noticeable even in our modem days of idolatry of the great goddess 
Locomotion. He manages vast institutions eleemosynary and collegiate. His correspond- 
ence is constant and complicated. He seems the personification of the active, rather 
than of the literary and scholarly, bishop. Yet all the while he is writing tracts and 
treatises which are monuments of industrious composition, and indicative of a memory 
stored with various learning, and of the daily and eftcctive study of Holy Scripture. 

Nevertheless, while thus actively engaged in fighting the battle of the faith, and in the 
conscientious discharge of his high duties, he was not to escape an unjust charge of pusilla- 
nimity, if not of questionable orthodoxy, from men who might have known him better. 
On September 7th, probably in 371, was held the festival of St. Eupsychius. Basil 
preached the sermon. Among the hearers were many detractors.* A few days after the 
festival there was a dinner-party at Nazianzus, at which Gregory was present, with 
several persons of distinction, friends of Basil. Of the party was a certain unnamed guest, 
of religions dress and reputation, who claimed a character for philosophy, and said some 
very hard things against Basil. He had heard the archbishop at the festival preach 
admirably on the Father and the Son, but the Spirit, he alleged, Basil defamed.* While 
Gregory boldly called the Spirit God, Basil, from poor motives, refrained from any clear 
and distinct enunciation of the divinity of the Third Person. The unfavourable view of 
Basil was the popular one at the dinner-table, and Gregory was annoyed at not being 
able to convince the party that, while his own utterances were of comparatively little im- 
portance, Basil had to weigh every word, and to avoid, if possible, the banishment which 
was hanging over his head. It was better to use a wise " economy "• in preaching the 
truth than so to proclaim it as to ensure the extinction of the light of true religion. 
Basil ^ shewed some natural distress and astonishment on hearing that attacks against him 
w^ere readily received.* 

It was at the close of this same year 371 • that Basil and his diocese suffered most 
severely from tlie hostility of the imperial government. Valens had never lost his antipathy 
to Cappadocia. In 370 he determined on dividing it into two provinces. Podandus, a 
poor little town at the foot of Alt. Taurus, was to be the chief seat of the new province, and 
thither half the executive was to be transferred. Basil depicts in lively terms the dismay and 
dejection of Caesarea.*'* He even thouglit of proceeding in person to the court to plead the 
cause of his people, and his conduct is in itself a censure of those who would confine the 
sympathies of ecclesiastics within rigidly clerical limits. The division was insisted on. 
But, eventually, Tyana was substituted for Podandus as the new capital ; and it has been 
conjectured " that possibly the act of kindness of the prefect mentioned in Ep. LXXVIII. 
may have been this transfer, due to the intervention of Basil and his influential friends. 

But the imperial Arian was not content with this administrative mutilation. At the 
close of the year 371, flushidwith successes against the barbarians," fresh from the baptism 
of Endoxius, and eager to impose his creed on his subjects, Valens was travelling leisurely 
towards Syria. He is said to have shrunk from an encounter with the famous primate of 
Caesarea, for he feared lest one strong man's firmness might lead others to resist.^* Before 
him went Modestus, Prefect of the Praetorium, the minister of his severities,^* and before 
Modestus, like the skirmishers in front of an advancing army, had come a troop of Arian 

>£^. liii. • Mnran, K//. Prt«. xviii. 4« ^ wapaurvpttv, lb, f£p,ixxu 

* ///jr. Ifom, Hi. p. 65. <Grcijr. Naz., Ed. Iviii. • oiKovoiAnBijvat, 

• Mr. C. P. H. Johnston ( Tkf Book of St, Basil the Great on the Holy Spirit), in notinsT that St. Basil in the De Sp, 
Scto. refrained from directly usinu the term 9- b? of the Holy Ghont, remarks that lie also avoided the use of the term 6fioov<rio« 
of* the Son, " in accordance with his own opinion expressed in Ep. ix." In Ep. Ix., however, he rather gives his reasons for 
preferrtny^ the homoousion. The epitome of the essay of C. G. AVuilcknis (Ceipsig, 1734) on the economy or reserve of St. 
B«8il, appended by Mr. Johnston, is a valuable and interesting summary of the best defence which can be made for such 
reticence. It is truly pointed out that the only possible motive in Basil's case was the desire of serving' God, for no one could 
•aspect or accuse htm of ambition, fear, or covetousnetts. And if there was an avoidance of a particular phrase, there was no 

Klterini; with doctrine. As Dr. Swete {Doctrine of the H. S.^ p. 64) puts it: *' He knew that the opponents of the Spirit's 
titv were watchint; their opportunity. Had the actual name of God been used in reference to the Third Person of the 
Trinity, they would have risen, and, on the plea of resisting; blasphemy, expelled St. Basil from his see, which would then have 
been imme liately filled by a Macedonian prelate. In private conversations with Gregory, Basil not only asserted again and 
aig^in the Godhead of the Spirit, but even confirmed his statement with a solemn imprecation, ciropMraMcitHC kavr^ tj> ^KKwliv 
raroi', avroD rov irrcvfAorof kttMtvtiv ct ftv) oifiw. rit wvtvtia ftcrA varpht xai 'Yiov itf hiioovcrtov xai hii6Ttiiov.** (Gre^. Naz.,Or. xliii.) 
In Letter viii. f 11 he distinctly calls the Spirit God. as in Adv. Ettnomius, v., if the latter be genuine. In the De S. Srtn. 
(p. IS) Basil uses the word olKOvoiiia in the patristic sen<e nearlv equivalent to incarnation. In the passage of Bp. Lightfout, 
referred to in the note on p. 7, he points out how in Ig'n. ad Eph. xviii. the word has ** already reached its first staee on the 
way to the sense of ' dissimulation,* which was afterwards connected with it, and which led to disastrous consequences in the 
l&eology and prictice of a later age.** On " Reserve " as taught by later casuists, see Scavini, Tkeolog. Mor, ii. aj, tlie letters 
of Pascal, and Jer. Taylor, Ductor Duhit, iii. a. 

» Miran, Vit. Ran. xx. 1. » Maran. Vit. Ba». xix. %. »» Theod. iv. i6, 

i« Bpp. Isxiv., Izxv., Ixxvi. u Greg. Nyss , C. Eunom, i. i« Soc. iv. 16. 
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bishops, with Euippius, in all probability, at their hcad.^ Modestus found on his arrival 
that Basil was making a firm stand, and summoned the archbishop to his presence with 
the hope of overawing him. He met with a dignity, if not with a pride, which was more 
than a match for his own. Modestus claimed submission in the name of the emperor, 
Basil refused it in the name of God. Modestus threatened impoverishment, exile, torture, 
death. Basil retorted that none of these threats frightened him : he had nothing to be con- 
fiscated except a few rags an<l a few books ; banishment could not send him beyond the lands 
of God ; torture had no terrors for a body already dead ; death could only come asa friend to 
hasten his last journey home. Modestus exclaimed in amazement that he had never been 
so spoken to before. " Perhaps," replied Basil, " you never met a bishop before." The 
prefect hastened to his master, and reported that ordinary means of intimidation appeared 
unlikely to move this undaunted prelate. The archbishop must be owned victorious, or 
crushed by more brutal violence. But Valens, like all weak natures, oscillated between 
compulsion and compliance. He so far abated his pretensions to force heresy on Cappadocia, 
as to consent to attend the services at the Church on the Festival of the Epiphany,* 
The Church was crowded. A mighty chant thundered over the sea of heads. At the end 
of the basilica, facing the multitude, stood Basil, statue-like, erect as Samuel among the 
prophets at Naioth,' and quite indifferent to the interruption of the imperial approach. 
The whole scene seemed rather of heaven than of earth, and the orderly enthusiasm of the 
worship to be rather of angels than of men. Valens half fainted, and staggered as he ad* 
vanced to make his offering at God*s Table. On the following day Basil admitted him 
within the curtain of the sanctuary, and conversed with him at length on sacred subjects.* 

The surroundings and the personal appearance of the interlocutors were significant. 
The apse of the basilica was as a holy of holies secluded from the hum and turmoil of the 
vast city.* It was typical of what the Church was to the world. The health and strength 
of the Church were personified in Basil. He was now in the ripe prime of life, but bore 
marks of premature age. Upright in carriage, of commanding stature, thin, with brown hair 
and eyes, and long beard, slightly bald, with bent brow, high cheek bones, and smooth skin, 
he would shew in every tone and gesture at once his high birth and breeding, the supreme 
culture that comes of intercourse with the noblest of books and of men, and the dignity of a 
mind made up and of a heart of single purpose. The sovereign presented a marked contrast 
to the prelate.* Valens was of swarthy complexion, and by those who approached him nearly 
it was seen that one eye was defective. He was strongly built, and of middle height, but his 
person was obese, and his legs were crooked. He was hesitating and unready in speech 
and action.^ It is on the occasion of this interview that Theodoret places the incident of 
Basil's humorous retort to Demosthenes,* tlie chief of the imperial kitchen, the Nebuza- 
radan, as the Gregories style him, of the petty fourth century Nebuchadnezzar. This 
Demosthenes had already threatened the archbishop with the knife, and been bidden to go 
back to his fire. Now he ventured to join in the imperial conversation, and made some 
blunder in Greek. "An illiterate Demosthenes I " exclaimed Basil; "better leave the- 
ology alone, and go back to your soups." The emperor was amused at the discomfiture of 
his satellite, and for a while seemed inclined to be friendly. He gave Basil lands, possibly 
part of the neighbouring estate of Macellum, to endow his hospital.* 

But the reconciliation between the sovereign and the primate was only on the surface. 
Basil would not admit the Arians to communion, and Valens could not brook the refusal. 
The decree of exile was to be enforced, though the very pens had refused to form the letters 
of the imperial signature. ^^ Valens, however, was in distress at the dangerous illness of 

1 cf. Epp. Ixviii.. cxxviii., ccxliv. and cdi., and Maran, Vit» Bas, xx. i ; possibly Uie bishops were in Cappadocia as early 
as the Eupsychian celebration. 

• Ian. 6p \^2, At this time in the Eastern Church the celebrations of the NaUvity and of Xht Bpiphany were combined. 
cf, D. C.A. i. 617. * I Sain. xix. ao. 

* Gref^. Naz., Or. xliii., Greg. Nyss., Adv, Emmom. i., Soz. vi. 16, Theod. W, 16. De Brorlie well combines the variations 
which are not quite easy to harmonize in detail. On the admission within the sanctuary, cf, the concession of Ambrose to 
Theodosius in Theod. v. iS. 

s Caesarea, when sacked by Sapor in a6o, is said to have contained 400/xx> inhabitants (Zonaras, xii. 630). It may be 
presumed to have recovered and retained much, if not all, of Its importance. 

« The authority for the personal appearance of Basil is an anonymous Vatican document quoted by Baronius, Awm, 
378: ** Procero fuit habitu corporis *t recto^ siccus, gracilis : color ejus JuscuSt vultus tcmperatus paliore^jMsius nasus^ super- 
cilia in orhem infiexa et adducta ; cogitahundo stmilis fuit, pauces in vultu ruga,e«eque renidenteStgenm oblongm^Umpora 
aliquantum cava\ promissa barba, el mediocris canities. 

' Amm. Marc. xxx. 14, 7: **Cessator et piger: nigri coloris, pupula oculi unius obstructa, sed ita ut man eminus 
appareret : Jl^ura bene compacta membrorutUt statures nee proceree nee kumilis, incurvis cruribus, exstanteque mediocriter 
Vtntre," " Bon pkre^ ban ipoux^ arien fervent et sili, mais faible^ timide, Valens itait ud pour la vieprivie, oA il eM iti un 
homnete citoyen et un des saints de rArianisme.** Fialon, Et. Hist. 159. 

* cf. fhieod. V. 16 and n'lte on p. lao of Theod. in this series. 

• Theod. iv. 16. Btk»., Ep, xdv. »• Theod. iv. 16. 
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Galates, his infant son, and, on the very night of the threatened expatriation, summoned Basil 
to pray over him. A brief rally was followed by relapse and death, which were afterwards 
thought to have been caused by the young prince's Arian baptism.^ Rudeness was from 
time to time shewn to the archbishop by discourteous and unsympathetic magistrates, as in 
the case of the Pontic Vicar, who tried to force an unwelcome marriage on a noble widow. 
The lady took refuge at the altar, and appealed to Basil for protection. The magistrate de- 
scended to contemptible insinuation, and subjected the archbishop to gross rudeness. His 
^^S^^^ upper garment was dragged from his shoulder, and his emaciated frame was 
threatened with torture. He remarked that to remove his liver would relieve him of a great 
inconvenience.' 

Nevertheless, so far as the civil power was concerned, Basil, after the famous visit of 
Valens, was left at peace.* He had triumphed. Was it a triumph for the nobler prin- 
ciples of the Gospel? Had he exhibited a pride and an irritation unworthy of the Christian 
name? Jerome, in a passage of doubtful genuineness and application, is reported to have 
regarded his good qualities as marred by the one bane of pride,* a " leaven " of which sin 
is admitted by Milman * to have been exhibited by Basil, as well as uncompromising firm- 
ness. The temper of Basil in the encounter with Valens would probably have been some- 
what differently regarded had it not been for the reputation of a hard and overbearing 
spirit which he has won from his part in transactions to be shortly touched on. His 
attitude before Valens seems to have been dignified without personal haughtiness, and to 
have shewn sparks of that quiet humour which is rarely exhibited in great emergencies 
except by men who are conscious of right and careless of consequences to self. 

VIL — The Breach with Gregory of Nazianzus. 

Cappadocia, it has been seen, had been divided into two provinces, and of one of these 
Tyana had been constituted the chief town. Anthimus, bishop of Tyana, now contended 
that an ecclesiastical partition should follow the civil, and that Tyana should enjoy parallel 
metropolitan privileges to those of Csesarea. To this claim Basil determined to offer an 
uncompromising resistance, and summoned Gregory of Nazianzus to his side. Gregory 
replied in friendly and complimentary terms,* and pointed out that Basil's friendship for 
Eustathius of Sebnste was a cause of suspicion in the Church. At the same time he 
placed himself at the archbishop's disposal. The friends started together with a train of 
slaves and mules to collect the produce of the monastery of St. Orestes, in Cappadocia 
Secunda, which was the property of the see of Caesarea. Anthimus blocked the deffles 
with his retainers, and in the vicinity of Sasima ' there was an unseemly struggle between 
the domestics of the two prelates.* The friends proceeded to Nazianzus, and there, with 
imperious inconsiderateness, Basil insisted upon nominating Gregory to one of the bishop- 
rics which he was founding in order to strengthen his position against Anthimus.* For 
Gregory, the brother, Nyssa was selected, a town on the Halys, about a hundred miles 
distant from Csesarea, so obscure that Eusebius of Samosata remonstrated wiih Basil on 
the unreasonableness of forcing such a man to undertake the episcopate of such a place.*® 
For Gregory, the friend, a similar fate was ordered. The spot chosen was Sasima. a townlet 
commanding the scene of the recent fray." It was an insign iff cant place at the bifurcation of 
the road leading northwards from Tyana to Doara and diverging westward to Nazianzus," 

s Theod. !▼. i6. Sox. ▼!. 17. Soc. iv. a6. Greg*. Naz., Or. xHii. Ruf. xi. q. * Grcfr* Nar..^ Or. xliii. 

• ** The archbishop, who asserted, with inflexible pride, the truth of his opinions and the dignity ut nis rank, was left in 
the free possession of his conscience and his throne." Gibbon, Chap. xxv. 

** C/mr sorit d*iHvioiahiliti d* fait dtmenrait acquis* a Basil* a Cisari* comme a Aihanase Jk Aleramdrir.** Dc Rroglie. 

• Quoted by Gibbon lx» from Jerome's Chrom. A.D. iSo, and acknowledged by him to be not in Scaliger's edition. The 
Benedictine editors of Jerome admit it, but refer it to Phottnus. cf, D. C,B, i. aSS. 

• //»/. CkrUi. iil. 4$. • Greg. livLZ,,Et. xlvii. t cf, Maran, ViL Bos- xxiii. 4. 



• Greg. Naz., Or. xliii. 58, and Bp. xlviit. Bas., £//. Ixxiv., Ixxv., IxxW. 

* It has been debated whether the odium theologic 



jicum was here mixed up with the odium eccUsiastieum . Gregory ( Orai, 
zliii. cS) represents Anthimus as defending his seizure of the metropolitan revenues on the ground that it was wrong daffMo^opcif 
c«<o5df oic, to pay tribute to men of evil opinions, and LeClerc ( ^I'lft/. Univer, xviii. p. 60) has condemned Anttiimus as an 
Arian. He was undoubtedly Api^ioc fGreg. Naz., i^. xlviii.), a devotee of Ares, as he shewed in the skirmish by Sasima; but 
there is no reason to suppose him to have been Ap«iai^, or Arian. He probably looked askance at the orthodoxy of liasil. 
Bast! would never have called him &/t6^x<^ (-^/* cox. 5) if he had been unsound on the incarnation, cf, Baronius, Act. Sane, 
Maf ii. p. 39f. 

*o Ep. xcviii., but see note, p. iSa, on the doubt as to this allusion. 

>i Greg. Naz., with grim humoar, objects to be sent to Sasima to fight for Basil's supply of sucking pigs and poultry from 
St. OreKte*. Ep. xlviii. 

M ** Nyssa was more clearly thiin either Sasima or Doara a part of Cappadocia Secunda ; it always retained its ecclesinstical 
dependence on Caesare-4, but politically it must have been subject to Tyana from 37a to 536, and afterwards to Mokissos. 
All three were apnarrntly places to which Ba««il consecmted bishops during his contest with Anthimus and the civil power. 
His biahop of Nyssa, his own brother Gregory, wm ejected by tlie dominant Arians, but the eminence and vigour of Gregory 
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Gregory speaks of it with contempt, and almost with disgust,* and never seems to have 
forgiven his old friend for forcing him to accept the responsibility of the episcopate, and in 
such a place.' Gregory resigned the distasteful post,* and with very bitter feelings. The 
utmost that can be said for Basil is that just possibly he was consulting for the interest of 
the Church, and meaning to honour his triend, by placing Gregory in an outpost of peril 
and difficulty, in the kingdom of heaven the place of trial is the place of trust.* But, 
unfortunately for the reputation of the archbishop, the war in this case was hardly the 
Holy War of truth against error, and of right against wrong. It was a rivalry between 
official and official, and it seemed hard to sacrifice Gregory to a dispute between the claims 
of the metropolitans of Tyana and Caesarea.* 

Gregory the elder jomed in persuading his son. Basil had his way. He won a con- 
venient surtragan for the moment. But he lost his friend. The sore was never healed, 
and even in the great funeral oration in which Basil's virtues and abilities are extolled, 
Gregory traces the main trouble of his chequered career to Basil's unkindness, and owns 
to feeling the smart still, though the hand that inflicted the wound was cold.* 

w 

secured his reinstatement and triumphant return. Basil's appointment was thus success ful, and the connexion always con- 
tinued. His appointment at Sasima was unsuccessful. Gregory of Nazianzus would not maintain the contest, and Sasima 
passed under the metropolitan of Tyana. At Doara, in like f ishion, Basirs nominee was expelled, aud apparenliy nerer 
reinstated. Ep. ccxxxix. Gree. Naz. Or., xiil.'* Ramsay, Hitt, Gtog, o/A.M, 305. 
1 As in (Jarm. De Vita Sua : 

l,Ta$fji&t Tit imiv iv iidirfi Ktn^ptf ** A post town on the king's hi8:h road, 
T4« KamrauSoKWK ht irxfi^r' ci« Tpi0-ai)v hi6p. Where three ways meet, is my abode; 

*Ata;2p<K, axAo«;«, ov5* oAm* <lA«vtfcpor, No brooklet, not a blaile of graasi 

^tkyat% iwt.vKTbv KoX trrtvhv K»fiv6p^ov, Bnlivens the dull hole, alas! 

Koi'if ra watrrat icaX ifrtS^oi, <rvv afiitaai. Dust, din, all day; the creak of wheels; 

Op^yoi, oTci/ayMol, vpaicrop«c, crrp^/SAot, W3a4* Groauft, yells, the exciseman at one's heels 

Aabf 6 6<roi $ivot re teal wkaimiitvoi, With screw and chain; the population 

Avrn l.a<rCfit»v roiv i^Stv ixKArfiria. A shiftinjf horde from every nation. 

[N.B. — The last line marks the quantity.] A viler spot you ions' "^^X search. 

Than Uiis Sasima, now my church! " 

s It is curious that a place which had so important a connexion with Gregory the divine should have passed so com* 
pletely into oblivion. From it he derived his episcopal rank. His consecration to Sasima was the main eround of the 
objection of his opponents at Constantinople in 3S1 to his occupying the see of the imperial city. He was bishop of tiasima, 
and, by the fifteenth Canon of Nicsea, could not be tntnsferrecl to Constantinople. He never was bishop ot Nazianxus, 
though he did administer that^ diocese before the appointment of Eulalius in 3S3. But while the name *' Gregory of 
Nazianzus " has obscured the very existence of his hilher, who was really Grejfory of Nazianzus, and is known even to the 
typical schoolboy, Greu;ory h:is never been described as " Gregory of Sasima." ** The great plain which extends from Sasima 
nearly to Soandus is full of underground houses and churches, which are said to be of immense extent. The inhabitants are 
described by Leo Oiuconus (p. 35) as havine: been orii^inally named Troglodytes. . . . Every house in Hassa Keni has an 
underground story cut out of the rock ; long narrow passages connect the undergftound rooms belonging to each house, and 
also run from house to house. A big solid disc of stone stands in a niche outside each underground no use door, ready to be 
pulled in front of the door on any alarm. . . . Sasima w;is on the road between Nazianzus and Tyana. The distances point 
certainly to Haftsa Keni. . . . An absolutely unhistorical legend nbout St. Makrina is related at Hassa Keni. RecenUya 
good-sized church has been built in the village, evidently on the site of an ancient church; it is dedicated to St. Makrina, who, 
as the village priest relati-s, fled hither from Kaisari to 'escape marriage, and to dedicate herself to a saintlv life. The under^ 
ground cell in which she lived is below the church." Ramsay, //i*t. Geog. of Asia Minor, pp. 993, 994. iPaul Lucas identl* 
Sed Sasima with Inschesu. > cf. Gref . Naz. £>. 1. 

* cf. De Joinville's hnppy illustration of this in Hisloire Hh roi Saint Louis^ p. iS. Ed. 1617. The King of France 
would shew more confidence tn the captain wliora he might choose to defend La Rocnelle, close to the English pale, than in 
the keeper of Monthlery, in the heart of the realm. 

* At the same time it is disappointing to find Gregory mixing np with expressions of reluctance to assume awful 
responsibilities, oljections on the score of the disagreeable position of Sasima. Perhaps something of the sentiments of Basil 
on this occasion may be inferred from what he says in Letter cii. on the postponement of private to public considerations in the 
case of the appointment of Foemenlus to Satala. 

• Or. xliii. cf. Newman, The Church of the Fathers^^. 14a, where the breach is impartially commented on : " An ascetic, 
like Gregory, ought not to have complained of the country as deficient in beauty and interest, even thouf^h he might be allowed 
to feel the responsibility of a situation which made him a neighbour of Anthimus. Yet such was his intirmitv ; and he repelled 
the accusations of his mind against himself by charging Basil with unkindness in placing him at Sasima. On the other hand, 
it is possible that Basil, in his eagerness for the settlement of his exarchate, too little consulted the character and taste ot 
Gregory; and, above all, the feelings of duty which bound him to Nazianzus. . . . Henceforth no letters, which are pre- 
served^ passed between the two friends; nor are any acts of intercourse discoverable in their history. Anthimus appointed a 
rival bishop to Sasima; and Grej^ory, refusing to contest the see with him, returned to Niizianzus. Basil laboured by himself. 
Gregory retained his feelings of Basil's unkindness even after his death. . . . This lamentable occurrence took place 
eight or nine years before Basil's death; he had, before and after it, many trials, many sorrows ; but this probably was the 
greatest of all." The statement that no letters which are preserved passed between the two friends henceforth will Have to be 
modified, if we suppose Letter clxix. to be addressed to Gregory the Divine. But Professor Ramsay's arguments {Hist, 
Geog, of Asia Minor ^ p. 29O in favour of Gretforv of Nazianzus the elder seem irresistible. 

On Letter clxix. he writes : *' For topograpnical purposes it is necessary to discover who was the Gregonr into whose 
diocese Glycerius fled. Tillcmont considers that either Gregory of Nyssa or Gregory of Nazianzus is meant. But the tone of 
the letter is not what we mit^ht expect if Basil were writing to either of them. It is not conceived in the spirit of authority in 
which Basil wrote to hi;) brother or to his friend. It appears to me to show a certain deference which, considering the resolute, 
imperi'>us, and uncompromising character of Basil (seen especially in his behaviour to Grevrory Nazianzen in the matter of the 
bishopric of Sasima), I can explain only on the supposifirm that he is writini; to the aged and venerable Gregory, bishop of 
Nazianzos. Then the whole situation is clear. V'enasa was in the district of Malakopala, or Suvermez, towards the limits of 
the diocese of Caesareia. Thn adjoining bishopric was that of Nazianzos. Venasa beintr so far from Caesareia was adminis- 
tered by one of the fifly chorepiscoti 'w\\om Basil had under him (Tillemont, Mem. p. servir^ etc. ^ix. p. lao). and the authority 
of Basil was appealed to only in the final resort. Glycerius, when Basil decided against him, naturally fled over the border 
into the diocese of Nazianzos." (There is, however, hot much reverence in Letter clxxi.) 

•• Comment Phomme qui avait tant souffert He V injustice des autres^pHt-il etre infuste envers son meilieur ami T 
Vamilii est de tons les pays. Partout^ on voit des hommes qui semh/ent »<•« l*un pour Pautre^ se rapprocher par nne estime 
mutuelte, par la conformiti de ieurs gouts et de ieurs ca^actire* partager les peines et les Jnies de la vie, et donner le spectacle 

pur 
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With Anthimus peace was ultimately established. Basil vehemently desired it.^ 
Eusebius of Samosata again intervened.' Nazianzus remained for a time subject to 
Csesarea, but was eventually recognised as subject to the Metropolitan of Tyana.' 

The relations, however, between the two metropolitans remained for some time 
strained. When in Armenia in 372, Basil arranged some ditlerences between the bishops 
of that district, and dissipated a cloud of calumny hanging over Cyril, an Armenian 
bishop/ He also acceded to a request on the part of the Church of Satala that he would 
nominate a bishop for that see, and accordingly appointed Poemenius, a relation of his 
own.* Later on a certain Faustus, on the strength of a recommendation from a pope with 
-whom he was residing, applied to Basil for consecration to the see, hitherto occupied by 
Cyril. With this request Basil declined to comply, and required as a necessary prelimi- 
nary the authorisation of the Armenian bishops, specially of Theodotus of NicopoHs. 
Faustus then betook himself to Anthimus, and succeeded in obtaining uncanonical conse- 
cration from him. This was naturally a serious cause of disagreement.* However, by 375, 
a better feeling seems to have existed between the rivals. Basil is able at that date to 
speak of Anthimus as in complete agreement with him.' 

VIII. — St. Basil and Eustathius. 

It was Basil's doom to suffer through his friendships. If the fault lay with himself in 
the case of Gregory, the same cannot be said of his rupture with Eustathius of Sebaste. 
If in this connexion fault can be laid to his charge at all, it was the fault of entering into 
intimacy with an unworthy man. In the earlier days of the retirement in Pontus the 
austerities of Eustathius outweighed in Basil's mind any suspicions of his unorthodoxy." 
Basil delighted in his society, spent days and nights in sweet converse with him, and 
introduced him to his mother and the happy family circle at Annesi.* And no doubt 
under the ascendency of Basil, Eustathius, always ready to be all things to all men who 
might be for the time in power and authority, would appear as a very orthodox ascetic. 
Basil likens him to the Ethiopian of immutable blackness, and the leopard who cannot 
change his s|)ots.*^ But in truth his skin at various periods shewed every shade which 
could serve his purpose, and his spots shifted and changed colour with every change in his 
surroundings." He is the patristic Proteus. There must have been something singularly 
winning in his more than human attractiveness." But he signed almost every creed that 
went about for signature in his lifetime.^ He was consistent only in inconsistency. It 
was long ere Bnsil was driven to withdraw his confidence and regard, although his con- 
stancy to Eustath''»s raised in not a few, and notably in Theodotus of Nicopolis, the 
metropolitan ot Armenia, doubts as to Basil's soundness in the faith. When Basil was in 
Armenia in 373, a crecvl was drawn up, in consultation with Theodotus, to be of^'ered to 
Eustathius for signature. It consisted of the Nicene confession, with certain additions re- 
lating to the Macedonian controversy.** Eustathius signed, together with Fronto and 
Severus. But, when another meeting with other bishops was arranged, he violated his 
pledge to attend. He wrote on the subject as though it were one of only small impor- 
tance." Eusebius endeavoured, hut endeavoured in vain, to make pence.*^ Eustathius 
renounced communion with Basil, and at last, when an open attack on the archbishop 
seemed the paying game, he published an old letter of Basil's to ApoUinarius, written by 
*• layman to layman," many years before, and either introduced, or appended, heretical ex- 
pressions of ApoUinarius, which were made to pass as Basil's. In his virulent hostility 
he was aided, if not instigated, by Demosthenes the prefect's vicar, probably Basil's old 
opponent at Csesarea in 372.^ His duplicity and slanders roused Basil's indignant denunci- 
ati(m." Unhappily they were not everywhere recognized as calumnies. Among the bitterest 
of Basil's trials was the failure to credit him with honour and orthodoxy on the pait of those 

Gri^c 
putri* 
ia me 

im dams Ptutarqut et dans Xinopkon de Camitii antique.^* E. Fialon, Et. Hist, In other words, Greirory* 
•hip was to aacrifice one's self: Basil's to sacrifice one's friend. This is an interesUng vindication of Bu:iil, but the cause of 




God was hardly identical with the humiliation of Anthimus. 

a Ep. xcvii. • Grej?. Naz., Ep, dii. • Epp. cii., ciil. 

• Ep, xcviii. * Ep. xcix. • Epp. cxx., cxxl., cxxil. 



* Ep. ccx. 



• Ep. ccxiii. % 3. He had been in early days a disciple of Anus at Alexandria. * /i. § c. 

>»JE^. cxxx.fi. " ^. ccxiiv. § 9. w^.cxxviii. 

" cf, Ep. ccxiiv. § 0. Fialon, Ei. Hint. laS. " Epp. cxxi., ccxliv. " Ep. ccxxxvii. 

u Ep, ccxii. { a. ef, Newman, Hi*i, SkeUkf^ ill. ao. " Ep, ccxlir. » Epp. ccxxiii., ccxliv., cclxiii. 



xxviii BASIL. 

from whom he might have expected sympathy and support. An earlier instance of this is 
the feeling shewn at the banquet at Nazianzus already referred to.* In later days he was 
cruelly troubled by the unfriendliness of his old neighbours at Neocaesarea,' and this alien- 
ation would be the more distressing inasmuch as Atnrbius, the bishop of that see, appears 
to have been Basil's kinsman.' He was under the suspicion of Sabellian unsoundness. He 
slighted and slandered Basil on several apparently trivial pretexts, and on one occasion 
hastened from NicopoUs for fear of meeting him.* He expressed objection to supposed 
novelties introduced into the Church of Caesarea, to the mode of psalmody practised theie, 
and to the lencouragement of ascetic life.* Basil did his utmost to win back the Neocaisarc- 
ans from their heretical tendencies and to their old kindly sentiments towards himself. 

The clergy of Pisidia and Pontus, where Eustathius had been specially successful in 
alienating the district of Dazimon, were personally visited and won back to communion.* 
But Atarbius and the Neocaesareans were deaf to all appeal, and remained persistently 
irreconcilable.^ On his visiting the old home at Annesi, where his youngest brother Petrus 
was now residing, in 375, the Neocaesareans were thrown into a state of almost ludicrous 
panic. They fled as from a pursuing enemy.* They accused Basil of seeking to win their 
regard and support from motives of the pettiest ambition, and twitted him with travelling 
into their neighbourhood uninvited.* 

IX. — Unbrokex Friendships. 

Brighter and happier intimacies were those formed with the older bishop of Samosata, 
the Eusebius who, of all the many bearers of the name, most nearly realised its meaning,*" 
and with Basil's junior, Amphilochius of Iconium. With the former, Basil's relations 
were those, of an affectionate son and of an enthusiastic admirer. The many miles that 
stretched between Cajsarea and Samosata did not prevent these personal as well as 
epistolary communications.*^ In 372 they were closely associated in the eager efl<)rts of the 
orthodox bishops of the East to win the sympathy and active support of the West.^ In 
374 Eusebius was exiled, with all the picturesque incidents so vividly described by 
Theodorct.*' He travelled slowly from Samosata into Thrace, but does not seem to have 
met either Gregory or Basil on his way. Basil contrived to continue a correspondence 
with him in his banishment. It was more like that of young lovers than of elderly bishops.** 
The friends deplore the hindrances to conveyance, and are eager to assure one another 
that neither is guilty of forgetful ness.** 

The friendship with Amphilochius seems to have beg^n at the time when the youn^ 
advocate accepted the invitation conveyed in the name of Heracleidas,** his friend, and 
repaired from Ozizala to Cassarea. The consequences were prompt and remarkable. 
Amphilochius, at this time between thirty and forty years of a<]je, was soon ordained and 
consecrated, perhaps, like Ambrose of Milan and Eusebius of Caesarea, /^r saltum^ to the 
important see of Iconium, recently vacated by the death of Faustinus. Henceforward the 
intercourse between the spiritual father and the spiritual son, both by letters and by 
visits, was constant. The first visit of Amphilochius to Basil, as bishop, probably at 
Easter 374, not only gratified the older prelate, but made a deep impression on the 
Church of Caesarea." But his visits were usually paid in September, at the time of the 
services in commemoration of the martyr Eupsychius. On the occasion of the fiist of 
them, in 374, the friends conversed together on the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, now im- 
pugned by the Macedonians, and the result was the composition of the treatise De 
Spiritu Sancto. This was closely followed by the three famous canonical epistles," 
also addressed to Amphilochius. Indeed, so great was the aflectionate confiJence of the 
great administrator and theologian" in his younger brother, that, when infirmities were clos- 
ing round him, he asked Amphilochius to aid him in the administration of the archdiocese.'* 

If we accept the explanation given of Letter CLXIX. in a note on a previous page," Greg- 
ory the elder, bishop of Nazianzus, must be numbered among those of Basil's correspon- 
dents letters to whom have been preserved. The whole episode referred to in that and in the 
two following letters is curiously illustrative of outbursts of fanaticism and folly which might 

> « vi. • E^. ccx. ^4. • Eft. ccvii. i Efp. Ixv. , xxvi., ccx, 

« Epp» cdv., ccvii. * Ep. cxxvi. • Epp. cciii. and ccxri. * Ep. ccxvi. 

• lb. »• Bp. in 361. cf. Grcsr. Naz., Ep. xxviii. and xxix., and Theod., Ece. Hift. xxvll. 

11 In ^69, it Is to the prayers of Eusehtus. undur the divine ?race, that Basil refers his partial recovery from 
sickness {tip. xxvii.)i and sends If ypatius to Samosata in hope of similar blessing. {Ep. xxxi.) 

>« Ep. xcii. " Ecc. Hist. iv. 14. »* cf. Principal Reynolds in D.C.B. i. 37a. 

" EpP' civil., clvlii., clxli., clxvii., clxviii., czcviii., ccxxxvii.. ccxxxix., ccxit., cclxviii. »• 2?/, cl. 

" ]^p. clxlii.. clxxvi. 1" ** Pace Eunomii,'* whom Oreg. of Nvssa quotes. C Eumom, i. 

u Epp, dxxxviii., cxcix., ccxvii. *> Ep, cc, cd. n { vili . 
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have been expected to occur in Cappndocia in the fourth century, as well as in soberer 
regions in several other centuries when they have occurred. It has been clothed with fresh 
interest by the very vivid narrative of Professor Ramsay, and by the skill with which he 
uses the scanty morsels of evidence available to construct the theory which he holds 
about it.^ This theory is that the correspondence indicates a determined attempt on 
the part of the rigidl}* orthodox archbishop to crush proceedings which were really '* only 
keeping up the customary ceremonial of a great religious meeting," and, as such, were 
winked at, if not approved of, by the bishop to whom the letter of remonstrance is 
addressed, and the presbyter who was Glycorius' superior. Valuable information is fur- 
nished by Professor Ramsay concerning the great annual festival in honour of Zeus (;f 
Venasa (or Venesj) , whose shrine was richly endowed, and the inscription discovered 
on a Cappadocian hill-top, ** Great Zeus in heaven, be propitious to me.'* But the 
*' evident sympathy " of the bishop and the presbyter is rather a strained inference fiom the 
extant letters; and the fact that in the days when paganism prevailed in Cappadocia 
Venasa was a gre.it religious centre, and the scene of rites in which women played an im- 
portant part, is no conclusive proof that wild dances performed by an insubordinate deacon 
were tolerated, perhaps encouraged, because they represented a popular old pagan obser- 
vance. Glycerins may have played the patriarch, without meaning to adopt, or travesty, 
the style of the fjrmer high priest of Zeus. Cappadocia was one of the most Christinn 
districts of the empire long before Basil was appointed to the exarchate of Ca^sarea, and 
Basil is not likely to have been the first occupant of the see who would strongly disapprove 
of, and endeavour to repress, any such manifestations as those which are described.' 
That the bishop whom Basil addresses and the presbyter served by Glycerins should have 
desired to deal leniently with the otlender individually does not convict them of accepting 
the unseemly proceedings of Glycerins and his troupe as a pardonable, if not desirable, 
survival of a picturesque national custom.* 

Among other bishops of the period with whom Basil communicated by letter are Abra- 
mius, or Abraham, of Batnae in Osrhoene,* the illustrious Athanasius,* and Ambrose,' Athan- 
asius of Ancyra;^ Barscs of EJessa," who died in exile in Egypt; Elpidius,' of some 
unknown see on the Levantine seaboard, who supported Basil in the controveisy with 
Eu<>tathius; the learned Epiphanius of Salamis ; ** Meletius," the exiled bishop of Antioch; 
Patrophihis of yE^as;" Petrus of Alexandria ;^ Theodotus of Nicopolis," and Ascholius 
of Thessilonica." 

BasiTs correspondence was not, however, confined within the limits of clerical clan- 
ship. His extant letters to laymen, both distinguished and undistinguished, shew that he 
was in touch with the men of mark of his time and neighbourhood, and that he found time 
to express an affectionate interest in the fortunes of his intiniate friends. 

Towards the later years of his life the archbishop's days were darkened not only by ill- 
health and anxiety, but by the death of some of his chief friends and allies. Athanasius died 
in 373, and so far as personal living influence went, there was an extinction of the Pharos 
not of Alexandria only, but of the world.** It was no longer *' Athanasius contra mun- 
dum^^^^ but '"M'undus sine Athanasio** In 374 Gregory the elder died at Nazianzus, and 
the same yeir siw the banishment of Eusebius of Samosata to Thrace. In 375 died 
Theodotus of Nicopolis, and the succession of Fronto was a cause of deep sorrow. 

1 Ramsaf'fl Ckurck of ike Roman Empire^ ch:ip. xviii. 

*The dedcripiinn of Cjssareu, as being '* Christian to a man*' (irav6i)fici xP^oriaKt^oKraf. Soz. v. 4), would apply pretty 
g en e r ally to all the province. 

> In ihi ch.ipier in which ProreH8')r Ramsay discusses the story of Gljrcerius he a«ks hnw it wns that, while Phryeia 
was heretical, Cappadocia, in the fourth century, was orthodox: **Can any reHSon he su^ir^estcd whv this gre»t CHpp>i(ioci»n 
leader f'>llowj I ihd Riman Church, whereas all the most s^rikin'^ fi inures in Phryifian eccle^iiastical history opposed it ?" In 
Phryxia wa-< ths tj^reat centre of Mintanism, a form of relis^ionism not unfavourable t-i excesses such as' those of Glycerius. 
Bat in L'^tter cdv., plies I in ^y^.^Basil claims bith ths Piiryyias. i.e. Pacatiana and Salutaris, as bcinif in communion with 
him. By tie *' Roman Church," followed by Cappidocia and opposed by Phryzia, must be mesmt either the ecclesiastical 
system of the Roman Empire, or the Church at Rome regarded as holding a kind of hejfcniony of Churches. If the former, 
it will be rememhered that Cappadocia baldly withstood the creed patronized and pressed by imperiul authority, when the 
influence of Valens made Arianism the official relii^ion of Rome. If the latter, the phrase seems a misleading anachronism. 
In tne fourth century there was n') following or opposing the Church of Rome as we understand the phrase. To the 
bishop of Rome was conceded a certain personal precedence, as bishop of the capital, and he was beginning to claim more. 
In the West there was the dignity of the only western apostolic see, and the Church of Rome, as a society, was eminently 
oitho.lox and respectable. But, as import:mt ecclesiastical centres, Antioch and Alexandria were far ahead of Rome, and the 
pope of Alexandri :» occulted a greater place thnn the pope of Rome. What B;isil was ea?er to follow was not any local 
church, but the Faith which he understof>d t'» be the true and Catholic Faith, 1.^., the Faith of Nicaa. There was no church of 
Rome in the sense of one organized oectimenical society governed by a central Italian authority. Basil has no idea of any such 
thing as a Roman supremacy, cf. Letter ocxiv. and note. * Ep» cxxxii. 

» Epp, Ixi., Ixvi., Ixvii., Ixix., Ixxx., Ixxxii. » Epp, ccU., ccv., ccvi. " Epp ccxliv., ccl. 

• £>; cxcyii. " Ep' cc*viii. " Epp. cxxxiil., cclxvi. 
T Ep. X]^V. " E.pp. Ivii., Ixviii., Ixxxix., czx., cxxix., ccxvl. 

• Epp, cclxiT., cclxvil. " Epp, cxxi., cxxx. »* Epp» cliv., clxiv., clxv. »• cf, Epp. Ixxxii. and note. 
>7 r 1^ prover.>tal exprei^i'Yn Is conjectured by Dean Stanley to be derived from t ie Latin rersioa or the famous passage 

coooeroing Athmnatiut In Hooker, Eec, Pol, v. 4s. Vid* Stanley, Grk, Church, lect. vii. 
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At this time^ some short solace would come to the Catholics in the East in the 
synodical letter addressed to the Orientals of the important synod held in Illyria, under the 
authority of Valentinian. The letter which is extant* is directed against the Macedonian 
heresy. The charge of conveying it to the East was given to the presbyter Elpidius.' 
Valentinian sent with it a letter to the bishops of Asia in which persecution is forbidden, 
and the excuse of submission to the reigning sovereign anticipated and condemned. Al- 
though the letter runs in the names of Valentinian, Valens, and Gratian, the western 
brother appears to condemn the eastern/ , 

X. — Troubles of the Closing Years. 

The relief to the Catholic East was brief. The paroxysm of passion which caused Val- 
entinian to break a blood-vessel, and ended his life,* ended also the force of the imperial 
rescript. The Arians lifted their heads again. A council was held at Ancyra,* in which 
the homoousion was condemned, and frivolous and vexatious charges were brought 
against Gregory of Nyssa.' At Cyzicus a Semiarian synod blasphemed the Holy Spirit.* 
Similar proceedings characterized a synod of Antioch at about the same time.* Gregory of 
Nyssa having been prevented by illness from appearing before the synod of Ancyra, 
Eustathius and Demosthenes persisted in their efforts to wound Basil through his 
brother, and summoned a synod at Nyssa itself, where Gregory was condemned in his 
absence and deposed.*® He was not long afterwards banished." On the other hand the 
Catholic bishops were not inactive. Synods were held on their part, and at Iconium 
Amphilochius presided over a gathering at which Basil was perhaps present himself, and 
where his treatise on the Holy Spirit was read and approved." The Illyrian Council was 
a result incommensurate with Basil's passionate entreaties for the help of the westerns. 
From the midst of the troubles which beset the Eastern Church Basil appealed J' as he had 
appealed before," for the sympathy and active aid of the other half of the empire. He was 
bitterly chagrined at the failure of his entreaties for support, and began to suspect that the 
neglect he complained of was due to coldness and to pride. ^ It has seemed to some that 
this coldness in the West was largely due to resentment at Basil's non-recognition of the 
supremacy of the Roman see.^ In truth the supremacy of the Roman see, as it has been 
understood in later times, was hardly in the horizon." No bishop of Rome had even been 
present at Nica;a, or at Sardica, where a certain right of appeal to his see was conceded. 
A bishop of Rome signed the Sirmian blasphemy. No bishop of Rome was present 
to save 'the world' from the lapse of Ariminum. Julian "might seem to have for- 
gotten that there was such a city as Rome. " " The great intellectual Arian war was fought 
out without any claim of Rome to speak. Haifa century after Basil's death great orientals 
were quite unconscious of this supremacy.*' At Chalcedon'the measure of the growing 
claim is aptly typified by the wish of Paschasinus of Lilybaeum, one of the representatives 
of Leo, to be regarded as presiding, though he did not preside. The supremacy is hardly 
in view even at the last of the four great Councils. 

In fact the appeal of Basil seems to have failed to elicit the response he desired, not so ^ 
much from the independent tone of his letters, which was only in accordance with the re- 
cognised f.icts of the age," as from occidental suspicions of BasiTs orthodoxy,** and from the 
failure of men, who thought and wrote in Latin, to enter fully into the controversies con- 
ducted in a more subtle tongue.** Basil had taken every precaution to ensure the convey- 
ance of his letters by messengers of tact and discretion. He had deprecated the advocacy 
of so simple-minded and undiplomatic an ambassador as his brother Gregory." He 



> The date of the Council Is, however, disputed. Pa?! is for 373, Cave for 367. Hef<4e and CeMIicr are itnti^fied of the 

rtness of 375. r/. D. C,A. i. S13. * Theod., Ecc, J/ist, iv. 8. » Manni, Hi. 3Sfi. Hefele, f 90. 

* Theoil., H.E, iv. 7. » Ep. ccxxv. »o Ep. ccxxxvH. 

* Nov. 17, ^75. Amm. Marc. xxx. 6. Soc. iv. 31. • Ep. ccxiiv. i« Gfree.. Vtt. Mac. ii. loa. 

* Mansi, iii. 499. HeTele, § 90. * Soc. v. 4. 




iNe avec Us occidentaux qn^avec U ponvoir impirial. On sent dans set letlres la r^volU de Vorient qui reclame srs frfrngti 
tives^ ses droits d*amcienneti : Vestrit d^ fmdipendpnc* dt la Grice, qui\ si elle supporte le joug matiriel de Rome^ refuse d« 
recomnaitre sa suprimatie spiritMelle.** Fialon, £t. Hist. 133. 

" cf. note nn $ ix. »• Milman, Lat. Christ, i 85. '• cf, Prole^. to Theodoret in this series, p. q, note. 

*> A ses yettx, VOrient et V Occident ne tont iis pas^ deux fr^res^ dont les droits sont ^/^aux^ sans suprimatie. sant 
elnesse f " F^ialon. Et. Hist. p. 13A. This is exactly what Esist and West were to most eyes, and whit they were asserted to 
be in the person nf t!ie two imperial capitals hy the Twenty-Eighth Canon of Chalcedon. cf. Bri^^ht, Canons of the First Four 
General Councils, pip. 93, 19a, and note on Theodoret in this series, p. 393. 

*^ Ep. cdxvi. fa. » cf. Ep. cczir. { 4, p. 354. *> Ep, ccxv. 
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had poured out his very soul in entreaty.^ But all was unavailinor. He suHered, and he had 
to suffer unsupported by a human sympathy on which he thought he had a just claim.' 

It is of a piece with BasiFs habitual silence on the general affairs of the empire 
that he should seem to be insensible of the shock caused by the approach of the Goths in 
378. A letter to Eusebius in exile in Thrace does shew at least a consciousness of a dis- 
turbed state of the country, and he is afraid of exposing his courier to needless danger by 
entrusting him with a present for his friend. But this is all.' He may have written letters 
shewing an interest in the fortunes of the empire which have not been preserved. But his 
whole soul was absorbed in the cause of Catholic truth, and in the fate of the Church. His 
youth had been steeped in culture, but the work of his ripe manhood left no time for the 
literary amusement of the dilettante. So it may be that the intense earnestness with 
which he said to himself, ^^ This one thing I do,*' of his work as a shepherd of souls, and a 
fighter for the truth, and his knowledge that for the doing of this work his time was short, 
accounts for the absence from his correspondence of many a topic of more than contemporary 
interest. At all events, it is not difficult to descry that the turn in the stream of civil history 
was of vital moment to the cause which Basil held dear. The approach of the enemy was 
fraught with important consequences to the Church. The imperial attention was diverted 
from persecution of the Catholics to defence of the realm. Then came the disaster of 
Adrianople,* and the terrible end of the unfortunate Valens.' Gratian, a sensible lad, of 
Catholic sympathies, restored the exiled bishops, and Basil, in the few months of life yet 
left him, may have once more embraced his faithful friend Eusebius. The end drew rap- 
idly near. Basil was only fifly, but he was an old man. Work, sickness, and trouble had 
ivorn him out. His health had never been good. A ciironic liver complaint was a con- 
stant cause of distress and depression. 

In 373 he had been at death's door. Indeed, the news of his death was actually circu- 
lated, and bishops arrived at Caesarea with the probable object of arranging the succession.' 
He had submitted to the treatment of a course of natural hot baths, but with small benefi- 
cial result.^ By 376, as he playfully reminds Amphilochius, he had lost all his teeth.' At 
last the powerful mind and the fiery enthusiasm of duty were no longer able to stimulate 
the energies of the feeble frame. 

The winter of 378-9 dealt the last blow, and with the first day of what, to us, is now 
the new year, the great spirit fled. Gregory, alas ! was not at the bedside. But he has 
lefl us a narrative which bears the stamp of truth. For some time the bystanders thought 
that the dying bishop had ceased to breathe. Then the old strength blazed out at the last. 
He spoke with vigour, and even ordained some of the faitliful who were with him. Then 
he lay once more feeble and evidently passing away. Crowds surrounded his residence, 
praying eagerly for his restoration to them, and willing to give their lives for his. With a 
few final words of advice and exhortation, he said : *' Into thy hands I commend my 
spirit," and so ended. 

The funeral was a scene of intense excitement and rapturous reverence. Crowds filled 
every open space, and every gallery and window ; Jews and Pagans joined with Christians 
in lamentation, and the cries and groans of the agitated oriental multitude drowned the 
music of the hymns which were sung. The press was so great that several fatal accidents 
added to the universal gloom. Basil was buried in the ''sepulchre of his fathers" — a 
phrase which may possibly mean in the ancestral tomb of his family at Cxsarea. 

So passed away a leader of men in whose case the epithet * great' is no conventional 
compliment. He shared with His illustrious brother primate of Alexandria the honour of 
rallying the Catholic forces in the darkest days of the Arian depression. He was great as 
foremost champion of a great cause, great in contemporary and posthumous influence, great 
in industry and self-denial, great as a literary controversialist. The estimate formed of 
him by his contemporaries is expressed in the generous, if somewhat turgid, eloquence of 
the laudatory oration of the slighted Gregory of Nazianzus. Yet nothing in Gregory's 

1 See specially Ep. ccxlii. 

* *' Foiled in all nis repeated demands; a deaf ear turned to his most earnest entreaties; the council he had befi['f|^ed for 
not summoned; the deputation he had repentedly solicited unsent; Basil's span of life drew to its end amid blasted hopes and 
apparentljr fruitless labours for the unitV of the faith. It was not permitted him to live to see the Eastern Churches, for the 
parity of whose faith he had devoted all his powers, restored to peace and unanimity.'* Canon Venahles, D.C.B. i. 305. 

** He had to fare on as beitt he mi^^ht, — -aomiring, courtinip. but coldly treated by the Latin world, desirinj^ the friend- 
ship of Rome, yet wounded by her superciliousness, suspected of heresy by Damasus, and accused by Jerome of pride." 
Newnan. Church of the Faihers,,p. 115. 

* Ep. cclxviii. So Fialon, £t. Hist. p. 149: ** On n*y trouvr pas tin mot sur la disastreus* expedition de yulien^ snr le 
kowtenx traiti de Jovien^ sur la rtvolte de Procope»* At the same time the ar^ment from silence is always clangerous. It 
may be iinf.(ir to cfuu^ Basil with indifference to irreat events, because we do not possess his letters about them. 

* Aug. 9, 37S. ■ Theod. ir. 3a. Amm. Marc. xxzi. 13. • Ep, exit. ^ Ep» cxxxvii. * E^, ccxxxii* 
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eulogy goes beyond the expressions of the prelate who has seemed to some to be ^^ the 
wise^t and holiest man in the East in the succeeding century.*'^ Basil is described by the 
saintly and learned llieoiloret ' in terms that might seem exaggerated when applied to any 
but his master, as the light not of Cuppadocia only, but of the world.' To Sophronius * he 
is the ** glory of the Church." To Isidore of Pelusium/ he seems to speak as one 
inspired. To the Council of Chalcedon he is emphatically a minister of grace;* 
to the second council of Nicaea a layer of the foundations of orthodoxy.' His desith 
lacks the splendid triumph of the martyrdoms of Polycarp and Cyprian. His life lacks 
the vivid incidents which make the adventures of Athanasius an enthralling romance. He 
does not attract tiie sympathy evoked by the unsophisticated simplicity of Gregory his 
friend or of Gregory his brother. There does not linger about his memory the close per- 
sonal interest th:it binds humanity to Augustine, or the winning loyalty and tenderness ihat 
charm far off centuries into affection for Theodoret. Sometimes he seems a hard, almost 
a sour man.* Sometimes there is a jarring reminder of his jealousy for his own dig- 
nity.* Evidently he was not a man who could be thwarted without a rupture of pleasant 
relations, or slighted with impunity. In any subordinate position he was not easy to get 
on with." But a man of strong will, convinced that he is championing a righteous cause, 
will not hesitate to sacrifice, among other things, the amenities that come of amiable 
absence of self-assertion. To Basil, to assert himself was to assert the truth of Christ and 
of His Church. And in the main the identification was a true one. Basil was human, and 
occasionally, as in the famous dispute with Anthimus, so disastrously fatal to the typical 
friendship of the earlier manhood, he may have failed to perceive that the Catholic cause 
would not suffer from the existence of two metropolitans in Cappadocia. But the great 
archbishop could be an aHectionate friend, thirsty for sympathy." And he was right in 
his estimate of his position. Broadly sp>eaking, Basil, more powerfully than any 
contemporary official, worker, or writer in the Church, did represent and defend 
throu;^h all ihe populous provinces of the empire which stretched from the Bal- 
kans to the Mediterranean, from the ^gean to the Euphrates, the cause whose failure or 
success has been discerned, even by thinkers of no favourable predisposition, to have meant 
death or life to the Church." St. Basil is duly canonized in the grateful memory, no lei^s than 
in the official bead-roll, of Christendom, and we may be permitted to regret that the exist- 
ing Kalendar of the Anglican liturgy has not found room for so illustrious a Doctor in its 
somewhat niggard list.** For thb omission some amends have lately '* been made in the 
erection of a statue of the great archbishop of Csesarea under the dome of the Cathedral of 
St. Paul in London.** 

II. WORKS. 
The extant works of St. Basil may be conveniently classified as follows : 



I. Dogmatic 




Adversus JSunomium. Hpdf Evprfaiov. 
Dc Spiritu Sancto. n-pi TovTivevfiaroq, 

In Hcxaemeron, ^^^': *'> "^a^/^pov, 

IT ExErFTic ^ i ^"^ HomilicB on Pss. i., vii., xiv., xxviii., xxix., xxxii., xxxiii., 

xliv., xlv., xlviii., lix., Ixi., cxiv. 
Commentary on Isaiah i.-xvi. 

* Kfnjnley, Hypatia^ chap. xxx. > Ep, Ixi. * cf. xcviii. 

* cf. Gibbon, chap. xxi. • r/.Ceillier, vi. 8, i. ><* *^. his relations wiUi his predecessor. 
- Thcod.. tl E. iv i6, and Ep. cxlvi. t lb, " Ep, xci. 

* Apud Pkotium Cod. iji. • cf. Ep. xxr. 
13 e^, T. Carlyle. " I{c perceived Christianity itscirto have been at stake. If the Arians had won, it would have dwindled 

_^ into a legend." J A. Froude, Life of Carlyle in London^ ii. 46a. 

>* In the Greek Kalendar January 1, the day of the death, is observed in honour of the saint. In the West St. Ba^iPs 
day Is June 14, the traditional date of the consecration. The martyrolo^ies of Jerome and Bede do not contain the name. The 
first mention is ascribed by the Bollandists to LJsuard. (Usuard*s martyroloiry was composed for Charles the Bold at Pari?.) 
In the tenth century a third day was consecrated in the East to the common commemoration of SS. Basil, Gregory of 
Nazianzus, and John Chrysostom. '« 1894. 

^^ Basil lived Ht the period when the relics of martyrs and saints were be^nning to be collected and honoured, {eg'- Ep. 
cxcvii.) To I)amasu4, the bishop of Rome, whose active sympathy he vainly strove to win, is mainly due th:; reverent 
rearr:inf(^ement of the Roman catacombs. {Homa Sotteranea^ Northcote and Brownlow. p. 97.) It was not to be expected lh:il 
Basil's own rcin:iins should be allowed to rest in peace; but the tca|> between the burial at Cxsarea and the earliest record of 
their suppoMcd reappearance is wide. There was a Church of St. Basil at Brutre« founded in 1 1S7, which was believed to possess 
some of the archhiHhop's bones. These were solemnly translated in \^\ to the Church of St. Don^tian. which disappeared at 
the time of the French revolution. Pancirola (d. 1599) mentions a head, an arm, and a rib, said to be Basil's, amoujf the 
treasures of Rome. 

>* According; to Cassiodonis {Insiit, Divin. Liti. Prafat.) SL Basil wrote in interpretatioa of the whole of Scriptara, 
bnt this statement laclis confirmation, cf, Maran, Vii, Ba», xli. 
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III. Ascetic. 



' (i) Traciatus prcevii* 
(ii) Proc&mium dc Judicio Dei and De Fide. 

(iii) Moralia. Td'H(/.>ai. 

(iv) Regulce fusitis tractates. 'OpoiKaTdnUrog. 
^ and RegulcB brcvius tractatiE. "Opoi kut* imTdfo/v, 

(i) Dogmatic. 



IV. HoMiLSTJc. XXIV. Homilies. 



ro) 

(ii) 
(iii) 

V. Letters, -l (iv) 

(V) 

(vi) 
L(vii) 
VI. 



1 



Historic. 

Dogmatic. 

Moral. 

Disciplinary. 

Consolatory. 

Com mendatory. 

Familiar. 



(ii) Moral, 
(iii) Panegyric. 



LiTURGIC. 

I. (i) Against Eunomius. The work under this title comprises five books, the first 
three generally accepted as genuine, the last two sometimes regarded as doubtful. Greg- 
ory of Nazianzus,^ Jerome,* and Theodoret* all testify to Basil's having written against 
Eunomius, but do not specify the number of books. Books IV. and V. are accepted by 
Bellarmine, Du Pin, Tillemont, and Ceillier, mainly on the authority of the edict of Jus- 
tinian against the Three Chapters (Mansi ix., 552), the Council of Seville (Mansi x., 
566) and the Council of Florence (Hardouin ix., 200). Maran ( Vit. Bas. xliii.) speaks 
ratlier doubtfully. Bohringer describes them as of suspicious character, alike on grounds 
of style, and of their absence from some MSS. They may possibly be notes on the con- 
troversy in general, and not immediately directed against Eunomius. Fessler's conclusion 
is ""^ Major tamen eruditorum pars eos etiam genuinos esse ccnsct.'* 

The year 364 is assigned for the date of the publication of the three books.* At that 
time Basil sent them with a few words of half ironical depreciation to Leontius the 
sophist.* He was now about thirty-four years of age, and describes himself as hitherto 
inexperienced in such a kind of composition.* Eunomius, like his illustrious opponent, 
was a Cappadocian. Emulous of the notoriety achieved by Aetius the Anomoean, and 
urged on by Secundus of Ptolemais, an intimate associate of Aetius, he went to Alexan- 
dria about 356, and resided there for two years as Aetius* admiring pupil and secretary. 
In 358 he accompanied Aetius to Antioch, and took a prominent part in the assertion of 
the extreme doctrines which revolted the more moderate Semiarians. He was selected as 
the champion of the advanced blasphemers, mnde himself consequently obnoxious to Con- 
stantius, and was apprehended and relegated to Migde in Phrygia. At the same time 
Eudoxius withdrew for a while into Armenia, his native province, but ere long was re- 
stored to the favour of the fickle Constantius, and was appointed to the see of Constanti- 
nople in 359. Eunomius now was for overthrowing Aetius, and removing whatever 
obstacles stood between him and promotion, and, by the influence of Eudoxius, was nomi- 
nated to the see of Cyzicus, vacant by the deposition of Eleusius. Here for a while he 
temporized, but ere long displaved his true sentiments. To answer for this he was sum- 
moned to Constantinople by Constantius, and, in his absence, condemned and depyosed. 
Now he became more marked than ever in his assertion of the most extreme Arianism, 
and the advanced party were henceforward known under his name. The accession of 
Julian brought him back with the rest of the banished bishops, and he made Constanti- 
nople the centre for the dissemination of his views.' 

Somewhere about this period he wrote the work entitled Apologeticus^ in twenty-eight 
chapters, to which Basil replies. The title was at once a parody on the Apologies of de- 
fenders of the Faith, and, at the same time, a suggestion that his utterances were not 
spontaneous, but forced from him by attack. The work is printed in Fabricius, Bidl, Grcec. 
viii. 262, and in the appendix to Migne's Basil, Pat, Gr, xxx. S37.* It is a brief treatise, 
and occupies only about fifteen columns of Migne's edition. It professes to be a defence 
of the " simpler creed which is common to all Christians."* 



* cf. Ep, XX. 

* 1 £unoin. i. 



* Or. xliil. $ 67. ■ Dial. ii. p. ao? in the ed. of this series. 

« D* Script. Bed. ii6. « Maran, vit. Bas. viii. 

^Theod., HE. ii. 35; and Har. Fnh. iv. 3. Philost., H.E. vi. 1. 
*£/*. also Rannaflre in Canisii L^ctiones anil, i. ijj; Pessler, /««/. Pat. i. 507. Dorner, CkristologU^ i. 853, and 
BArin^r, Kirchen^esckickUy vii. 02* * arAov<rrtfpa icot icoiHi jtwnmv vicrrn, ( ^» 
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This creed is as follows: "We believe in one God, Father Almighty, of Whom are 
all things: and in one only-begotten Son of God, God the Word, our Lord Jejsus Christ, 
through Whom are all things: and in one Holy Spirit, the Comforter."^ But it is in 
reality like the extant Exposition of the Creed* a reading into this "simpler" creed, 
in itself orthodox and unobjectionable, of explanations which ran distinctly counter to the 
traditional and instinctive faith of the Church, and inevit^ibly demanded corrective explana- 
tions and definitions. 

In the creed of Eunomius the Son is God^ and it is not in terms denied that He 
is of one substance with the Father. But in his doctrinal system there is a practical 
denial of the Creed ; the Son may be styled God, but He is a creature, and therefore, in 
the strict sense of the term, not God at all, and, at best, a hero or demigod. The Father, 
unbegotten, stood alone and supreme; the very idea of "begotten" implied posteriority, 
inferiority, and unlikcness. Against this position Basil ' protests. The arguments of 
Eunomius, he urges, are tantamount to an adoption of what was probably an Arian 
formula, " We believe that ingeneratencss is the essence of God," * i.^., we believe that 
the Only-begotten is essentially unlike the Father.* This word '* unbegotten," of which 
Eunomius and his supporters make so much, what is its real value? Basil admits that it 
is apparently a convenient term for human intelligence to use ; but, he urges, '* It is no- 
where to be found in Scripture ; it is one of the main elements in the Arian blasphemy ; it 
had better be left alone. The word ' Father' implies all that is meant by * Unbegotten,* 
and has moreover the advantage of suggesting at the same time the idea of the Son. He 
Who is essentially Father is alone of no other. In this being of no other is involved the 
sense of ' UnbegottiMi.' The title 'unbegotten' will not be preferred by us to that of 
Father, unless we wish to make ourselves wiser than the Saviour, Who said, ' Go and 
baptize in the name' not of the Unl)egotten, but ' of the Father.' "• To the Evmomian 
contention that the word '' Unbegotten " is no mere complimentary title, but required by 
the strictest necessity, in that it involves the confession of wiiat He is,' Basil rejoins that it 
is only one of many negative terms applied to the Deity, none of which completely ex- 
presses the Divine Essence. " There exists no name which embraces the whole nature of 
God, and is sufficient to declare it ; more names than one, and these of very various kinds, 
each in accordance with its own proper connotation, give a collective idea which may be 
dim indeed and poor when compared with the whole, but is enough for us." " The word 
" unbegotten," like *' immortal," " invisible," and the like, expresses only negation. ** Yet 
essence • is not one of tlie qualities which are absent, but signifies the very being of God : 
to reckon this in the same category as the non-existent is to the last degree unreasonable." *• 
Basil " would be quite ready to admit that the essence of God is unbegotten," but he ob- 
jects to the statement that the essence and the unbegotten are identical.^^ It is sometimes 
supposed that the Catholic theologians have been hair- splitters in the sphere of the incon- 
ceivable, and that heresy is the exponent of an amiable and reverent vagueness. In the 
Arian controversy it was Arius himself who dogmatically defined with his negative '* There 
was when He was not," and Eunomius with his "The essence is the unbegotten." 
*' What pride ! What conceit I " exclaims Basil. " The idea of imagining that one has dis- 
covered the very essence of God most high! Assuredly in their magniloquence they quite 
throw into the shade even Him who said, ' I will exalt my throne above the stars.'" It is 
not stars, it is not heaven, that they dare to assail. It is in the very essence of the God of 



> The Creed op Eunomius. 

{Adv» EuMom. i. 4.) 

flttrrt^lt.tv aU iva Oc&k, Tiariaa irarroicparopa. i^ oS rft viarra * 
maX ci( iva Movoyci'^ 'YtbK rov 9<ov, 9«i>F koywt ro¥ Kvptov 
illiMv IifO'ovi' Xpt^rby, IC oi rft varra* max etc iv Ilvcvua ayioy, rb 
WMp^xAiyroy. Eunom., Apol, % 5. 



The Creed op Arius and Euzoius. 

(Soc. H.E. i. a6.) 

nt9Tffvo/ui«y cif cm 0<&k narcpa-travro«p^Top«, ical cif KiJptov 
Ii^ovf XpiOTov, TDK *Yiby avrov, rbv i^ avrov trp6 viivrwr rUv 
aiwKwy y*ytvinni9vovt 9ebv A<iyoi', 5i' oi> rA wavra. tyiwam ra r« cf 
roif ovpavoif xal rA ciri r^c yiif, rby xarcAtfoKra, koI <rap«Mtf<rra, 
icai waB6vTaf ical flLi^curravra, ical i,vtk96vra ctf rovf ovpavoOf itai 
voAiy ipx!^iitvo¥ KpXvat ^£»vra% max vtKf>ovi' ffcu cif rb ttYiof 
Tlvtifia * Kol ctf trapghs ayaarairiv * ical cif (miif rov ii4XXovrot 
aiMvoc * ical etc BacrtAcioy ovpayaty * gai cif ftCav Ka9oAun|i' iiucAi|> 
<riav row $tov riiv awb wepartay iut^ vcparwv. 

S'E«<9c<nf r^ ir'oT««*c, published in the notes of Valesius to Soc., Ecc, Hist, v. la. This was offered to Theodoslus afVer 
the Council of Constantinople. The Son is vpwroroicoi' n-a<n}« icrio'€«K, and vpo va<n}f im(rew{ yeKb/uicKOf, but ou<< aKrioroy. The 
Holy Ghost is ytvi^Ltvov vvo rov MoiH>ycKov« icai ... Kotfaira^ vvorcravM^*^*'! ourc icard r^v iLXatiptt oure Ti(i llarpi ovKapi^uov^cvny 
ovrc ru Yicp <rvv*$nro^iuvo¥ ovrr i/iiiv aXXtf rtKi wyravcroiuyov . . . npitrov cpvov icai irpdri<rroF rov Movoyct'ouc. r/*. St. Ausf.. Dc 
/fttr, Uv., " Eunomius asserted that the Son was altoj^ether dissimilar to the Father and the Spirit to the Son,'* and Phtlos. 
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all the world that they boast that they make their haunt. Let us question him as to where 
he acquired comprehension of this essence. Was it from the common notion tliat ail men 
share M This does indeed suggest to us that there is a God, but not what God is. Was it 
from the teaching of the Spirit? What teaching? Where found? What says great David, 
to whom God revealed the hidden secrets of His wisdom ? He distinctly asserts tlie unap- 
proachableness of knowledge of Him in the words, ' Such knowledge is too wonderful for 
me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.' ' And Isaiah, who saw the glory of God, what 
does he tell us concerning the Divine Essence? In his prophecy about the Christ he says, 
* Who shall declare His generation ? ' ' And what of Paul, the chosen vessel, in whom 
Christ spake, who was caught up into the third heaven, who heard unspeakable words, 
which it is not lawful to man to utter? What teaching has he given us of the essence of 
God? When Paul is investigating the special methods of the work of redemption * he 
seems to grow dizzy before the mysterious maze which he is contempla*^ing, and utters the 
well-known words, * O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God I 
How unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out ! ' * These things are 
beyond the reach even of those who have attained the measure of Paul's knowledge. 
What then is the conceit of those who announce that they know the essence of God ! I 
should very much like to ask them what they have to say about the earth whereon they 
stand, and whereof they are bom. What can they tell us of its 'essence'? If they can 
discourse without hesitation of the nature of lowly subjects which lie beneath our feet, we will 
believe them when they proffer opinions about things which transcend all human intelli* 
g^nce. What is the essence of the earth? How can it be comprehended? Let them tell 
us whether reason or sense has reached this point! If they say sense, by which of the 
senses is it comprehended? Sight? Sight perceives colour. Touch? Touch distin- 
guishes hard and soft, hot and cold, and the tike ; but no idiot would call any of these 
essence. I need not mention taste or smell, which apprehend respectively savour and 
scent. Hearing jjerceives sounds and voices, which have no affinity with earth. They 
must then say that they have found out the earth's essence by reason. What? In what 
part of Scripture? A tradition from what saint?* 

*' In a word, if any one wishes to realise the truth of what I am urging, let him ask 
himself this question; when he wishes to understand anything about God, does he ap- 
proach the meaning of ' the unbegotten ' ? I for my part see that, just as when we extend 
our thought over the ages that are yet to come, we say that the life bounded by no limit is 
without end, so is it when we contemplate in thought the ages of the past, and gaze on the 
infinity of the life of God as we might into some unfathomable ocean. We can conceive 
of no beginning from which He originated : we perceive that the life of God always tran- 
scends the bounds of our intelligence ; and so we call that in His life which is without 
origin, unbegotten.' The meaning of the unbegotten is the having no origin from with- 
out." • As Eunomius made ingenerateness the essence of the Divine, so, with the object 
of establishing the contrast between Father and Son, he represented the being begotten to 
indicate the essence of the Son.' God, said Eunomius, being ingenerate, could never 
admit of generation. This statement, Basil points out, may be understood in either of 
two ways. It may mean that ingenerate nature cannot be subjected to generation. It may 
mean that ingenerate nature cannot generate. Eunomius, he says, really means the latter, 
while he makes converts of the multitude on the lines of the former. Eunomius makes 
his real meaning evident by what he adds to his dictum, for, after saying " could never 
admit of generation," he goes on, " so as to impart His own proper nature to the begot- 
ten." ^ As in relation to the Father, so now in relation to the Son, Basil objects to the 
term. Why *' begotten" ?" WHiere did he get this word? From what teaching? From 
what prophet? Basil nowhere finds the Son called *' begotten" in Scripture." We read 
that the Father begat, but nowhere that the Son was a begotten thing. " Unto us a child 
is bom,^ unto us a Son is given."** But His name is not begotten things but "angel of i 
great counsel." ^ If this word had indicated the essence of the Son, no other word would 
have been revealed by the Spirit.** Why, if God begat, may we not call that which was' 
begotten a thing begotten? It is a terrible thing for us to coin names for Him to W^hom 

1 On Kotv)| frvoia, cf, Origen, C. Cels. i. 4. * rouf firpiKOVf r^f oucoko^iov X((yov«. * Id, i. 16. 

• P*. cxxxix. 6. ^ ^ ^ ■ Rom. xi. 33. • Id. i. 13. • tJ> y^vKi^^a. Id, ii. 6. 

* Is. liii. S. T roOro rb avapixov ri)f ^wn? ayivvi^iutv wpwrtipiliKa4it¥, ^ Id. i, 16. 

*< y^yyiifia, i.t,, " thing' begotten ; " the distinction betvireen this substantive and the scriptural adjective fiOKoycvi^f must be 
borne in mind. 

u/i. ii.6. M LXX., iycKKiJtfij. >« Is. ix. 6. " /</. LXX. " A/, ii. 7. 
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God* has given a " name which is above every name." * We must not add to or take from 
what is delivered to us by the Spirit.* Things are not made for names, but names for 
things.* Eunomius unhappily was led by distinction of name into distinction of being.* 
If the Son is begotten in the sense in which Eunomius uses the word, He is neither be- 
gotten of the essence of God nor begotten from eternity. Eunomius represents the Son 
as not of the essence of the Father, because begetting is only to be thought of as a sensual 
act and idea, and therefore is entirely unthinkable in connexion with the being* of God. 
'* The essence of God does not admit of begetting ; no other essence exists for the Son's 
begetting ; therefore I say that the Son was begotten when non-existent." * Basil rejoins 
that no analogy can hold between divine generation or begetting and human generation or 
begetting. " Living beings which are subject to death generate through tlj^ operation of 
the senses: but we must not on this account conceive of God in the same manner; nay, 
rather shall we be hence guided to the truth that, because coiTuptible beings operate in 
this manner, the Incorruptible will operate in an opposite manner."* ''All who have 
even a limited loyalty to truth ought to dismiss all corporeal similitudes. They must be 
very careful not to sully their conceptions of God by material notions. They must follow 
the theologies^ delivered to us by the Holy Ghost. They must shun questions which are 
little better than conundrums, and admit of a dangerous double meaning. Led by the ray 
that shines forth from light to the contemplation of the divine generation, they must think of 
a generation worthy of God, without passion, partition, division, or time. They must 
conceive of the image of the invisible God not after the analogy of images which 
are subsequently fashioned by craft to match their archetype, but as of one nature 
and subsistence with the originating prototype.* • . .* This image is not produced by 
imitation, for the whole nature of the Father is expressed in the Son as on a seal." ^ '* Do 
not press me with the questions: What is the generation? Of what kind was it? In 
what manner could it be effected? Tlie manner is inefllible, and wholly beyond the scope 
of our intelligence ; but we shall not on this account throw away the foundation of our 
faith in Father and Son. If we try to measure everything by our comprehension, and to 
suppose that what we cannot comprehend by our reasoning is wholly non-existent, fare- 
well to the reward of faith ; farewell to the reward of hope ! If we only follow what is 
clear to our reason, how can we be deemed worthy of the blessings in store for the reward 
of faith iit things not seen " ? " 

If not of the essence of God, the Son could not be held to be eternal. " How utterly 
absurd," exclaims Basil, " to deny the glory of God to have had brightness ;" to deny the 
wisdoin of God to have been ever with God ! . . . The Father is of eternity. So 
also is the Son of eternity, united by generation to the unbegotten nature of the Father. 
This is not my own statement. I shall prove it by quoting the words of Scripture. Let 
me cite from the Gospel ' In the beginning was the Word.' ^ and from the Psalm, other 
words spoken as in the person of the Father, * From the womb before the morning I 
have begotten them.*** Let us put both together, and say. He was, and He was begotten. 
. '. • How absurd to seek for something higher in the case of the unoriginate and the 
unbegotten ! Just as absurd is it to start questions as to time, about priority in the case of 
Him Who was with the Father from eternity, and between Whom and Him that begat 
Him there is no interval."" 

A dilemma put by Eunomius was the following: When God begat the Son, the 
Son either was or was not.** If He was not, no argument could lie against Eunomius 
and the Arians. If He was, the position is blasphemous and absurd, for that which 
is needs no begetting.*^ 

To meet this dilemma, Basil drew a distinction between eternity and the being 
unoriginate." The Eunomians, from the fact of the unoriginateness of the Father being 
called eternity, maintained that unoriginateness and eternitv are identical.*' Because 
the Son is not unbegotten they do not even allow Him to be eternal. But there is a 
wide distinction to be observed in the meaning of the terms. The word unbegotten is 

tPhll. H.g. «/./. ii.8. »A/. ii.4. */</. il.3. •/</. ii.iS. • A/. U. 23. 

f On tlie distinction between ^coAoyia and oiicoi^^ia, cf. p. 7, n. 

* 9vvvna.p\o\)aa.v ical itoj^v^*<m\K.vXaM rip vpttrorvirift viro<rn}<raKri. Expressions of this kind, used even by Basil, may help to 
explain the earlier Nicene sense of irs-oarao-ic. The Son has, as it were, a parallel hypositisis to that of the Father, Who eternally 
furnishes this hvpot^tasis. cf. p. 195, n. 

* Here the M SS. vary, but the main sense is not affected by the omission of the variant phrase, 
w Id. ii. 16. cf. De .S>. Scto. § 15, p. 9, and J 84, p. 40, and notes. >« Id. ii. %\. 

» awawycuTMa. cf. Heb. i. 13. " Id, ti. 17. ^ " cf. De Sp. Scto. pp. 37, 30, and notes. 

» John i. I. •• Hroi ofra iyivvr^vw h Oeb* jw YibF, ij ou< hvrx. 

M Ps. ex. 3, LXX. " Id, ii. 14. *• ravTOK ry ava/>xy rb aiStor. 
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predicated of that which has orij»in of itself, and no cause of its being : 
is' predicated of that which is in being beyond all time and age.* \VJ 



the word eternal 
herefore the Son 
is both not iinbegotten and eternal.' Eunomiiis was ready to give great dignity to the 
Son as a supreme creature. He did not hold the essence of the Bon to be common to 
that of the things created out of nothing.' He would give Him as great a preeminence 
as the Creator has over His own created works.* Basil attributes little importance to 
this concession, and thinks it only leads to confusion and contradiction. If the God of 
the universe, being unbegotten, necessarily differs from things begotten, and all things 
begotten have their common hypostasis of the non-existent, what alternative is there to 
a natural conjunction of all such things ? Just as in the one case the unapproachable 
effects a distinction between the natures, so in the other equality of condition brings 
them into mutual contact. They Siiy that the Son and all things that came into being 
under Him are of the non-existent, and so far they make those natures common, and 
yet they deny that they give Him a nature of the non-existent. For again, as though 
Eunomius were Lord himself, and able to give to the Only Begotten what rank and dignity 
he chooses, he goes on to argue, — We attribute to Him so much supereminence as 
the Creator must of necessity have over His own creature. He does not* say, " We 
conceive," or *' We are of opinion," as would be befitting when treating of God, but 
he says '• We attribute," as tiiough he himself could control the measure of the attri- 
bution. And how much supereminence does he give ? As much as the Creator must 
necessarily have over His own creatures. This has not yet reached a statement of 
difference of substance. Human beings in art surpass their own works, and yet are 
consubstantial with them, as the potter with his clay, and the shipwright with his 
timber. For both are alike bodies, subject to sense, and earthy.' Eunomius 
explained the title " Only Begotten " to mean that the Son alone was begotten and 
created by the Father alone, and therefore was made the most perfect minister. ** If," 
rejoins Basil, " He does not possess His glory in being perfisct God, if it lies only 
in His being an exact and obedient subordinate, in what does He differ from the 
ministering spirits who perform the work of their senice without blame.?' 
Indeed Eunomius joins ' created ' to ' begotten ' with the express object of shew- 
ing that there is no distinction between the Son and a creature I ' And how un- 
worthy a conception of the Father that He should need a servant to do His work ! 
* He commanded and they were created.* ' What service was needed by Him Who 
creates by His will alone ? But in what sense are all things said by ns to be ' through 
the Son'? In that the divine will, starting from the prime cause, as it were from a 
source, proceeds to operation through its own image, God the Word." ' Basil sees 
that if the Son is a creature mankind is still without a revelation of the Divine. He 
sees that Eunomius, ** by alienating the Only Begotten from the Father, and altogether 
cutting Him off from communion with Him, as far as he can, deprives us of the as- 
cent of knowledge which is made through the Son. Our Lord says that all that is 
the Fathers is His.*® Eunomius states that there is no fellowship between tiie Father 
and Him Who is of Him." ^^ If so there is no *' brightness " of glory; no "express 
image of hypostasis." " So Dorner,^^ who freely uses the latter portion of the 
treatise, "The main p>oint of Basil's opposition to Eunomius is that the word unbc-/ 
gotten is not a name indicative of the essence of God, but only of a condition of exist- J 
ence." The divine essence has other predicates. If every peculiar mode of existence causes 
a distinction in essence also, then the Son cannot be of the same essence with the 
Father, because He has a peculiar mode of existence, and the Father another; and men 
cannot be of the same essence, because each of them represents a different mode of ex- 
istence. By the names of Father, Son, and Spirit, we do not understand different 
essences, (ov<tuzc)i but they are names which distinguish the virap^i^ of each. All are God, 
and the Father is no more God than the Son, as one man is no more man than another. 
Quantitative differences are not reckoned in respect of essence ; the question is only of 
being or non-being. But this does not exclude the idea of a variety in condition in the 

**a'6iov Bi r^xP^*'*^ irorrbf koX aiwvof Kara rh tlvtu vp«o'^vr«pol^. * /J. ii. i8. ^ 

* Etinomias U therefore not to be ranked with the extreme '* Bzucontians.** cf, Soc. //JS. ii. 45. 

* Id. ii. iQ. * Id. ii. 19. 

* So R.V. distinguishes between the words Acirovoviva and Uaxoviav which are confused in A.V. 

» IJ. i. 31. • Ps. cxiviii. c. • Id. I 21. w cf. John xvii. 10. " A/, i. iS. 

ss On this brief summary of Basil'^s oontrorersy with Eunomius, cf. Bwuriuger, Kirckengeschichte^ vii. 6a. seqq, 
^ Ckri*toio/^U, i. 906. ^ rk ayirnftot vjrap^f«H r/kwof cai ov« oivioc 6ko/mu Adv. Emnom, iv. 



xxxviii BASIL. 



Father and the Son (hipo^ ix^^^)^ — *^^ gjeneialion of the Latter. The dignity of both 
is equal. The essence of Begetter and Begotten is identical."* 

The Fourth Book contains notes on the chief passages of Scripture which were re- 
lied on by Arian disputants. Among these are 

/ Cor. xo. 28. On the Subjection of the Son. 

** If the Son is subjected to the Father in the Godhead, then He must have 
been subjected from the beginning, from whence He was Grod. But if He was not sub- 
jected, but shall be subjected, it is in the manhood, as for us, not in the Godhead, as 
for Himself." 

Philipp. it. g. On the Name above every Name. 

*' If the name above every name was given by the Father to the Son, Who waa 
God, and every tongue owned Him Lord, after the incarnation, because of His obedi- 
ence, then before the incarnation He neither had the name above every name nor was 
owned by all to be Lord. It follows then that after the incarnation He was greater 
than before the incarnation, which is absurd." So of Matt, xxviii. iS. ^' We must 
understand this of the incarnation, and not of the Godhead.' 



tt 



John xiv. 28. " My Father is Greater than /." 

'* * Greater' is predicated in bulk, in time, in dignity, in power, or as cause. The 
Father cannot be called greater than the Son in bulk, for He is incorporeal : nor yet in 
time, for the Son is Creator of times: nor yet in dignity, for He was not made what He 
had once not been : nor yet in power, for ' what things soever the Father doeth, these also 
doeth the son likewise ' : * nor as cause, since (the Father) would be similarly greater 
than He and than we, if He is cause of Him and of us. The words express rather the 
honour given by the Son to the Father than any depreciation by the speaker ; moreover 
what is greater is not necessarily of a different essence. Man is called greater than 
man, and horse than horse. If the Father is called greater, it does not immediately fol- 
low that He is of another substance. In a word, the comparison lies between beings of 
one substance, not between those of different substances.* 

*' A man is not properly said to be greater than a brute, than an inanimate thing, 
but man than man, and brute than brute. The Father is therefore of one substance with 
the Son, even though He be called greater." * 

On Matt. xxiv. j6. Of Knowledge of that Day and of that Hour.^ 

" If the Son is the Creator of the world, and does not know the time of the judgment, 
then He does not know what He created. For He said that He was ignorant not of the 
judgment, but of the time. How can this be otherwise than absurd? 

*' If the Son has not knowledge of all things whereof .the Father has knowledge, then 
He spake untruly when He said * All things that the Father hath are mine ' • and ' As the 
Father knoweth me so know I the Father.* ' If there is a distinction between knowing 
the Father and knowing the things that the Father hath, and if, in proportion as every one 
is greater than what is his, it is greater to know the Father than to know what is His, then 
the Son, though He knew the greater (for no man knoweth the Father save the Son),' 
did not know the less. 

** This is impossible. He was silent concerning the season of the judgment, because it 
was not expedient for men to hear. Constant expectation kindles a warmer zeal for true 
religion. The knowledge that a long interval of time was to elapse would have made men 
more careless about true religion, from the hope of being saved by a subsequent change of 

^ef. De Sp, Scto, pp. 13, 29* ^^^ notes; Thomasius, Dogmengesckicktt^ i. 245; Hersog^, JUal-Emcycl. " Eunomius mud 
EunomtoHtr.** 

s John V. 19. * ^i TMV &MO0V(riW ov« ^iri tmv frepoou^W. 

« U will be noted that Basil explains this passai^ on different grounds from those sn^f^ted by the Clause in the 
Athanasian Creed, on which Waterland*8 remark is that it " needs no comment." St. Athanasius himself interpreted the 
" minority " not of the humanity, or of the special subordination of th time when the words were uttered, cf. Ath., Orat. c. 
Ar, i. J sS: "The Son says not* my Father is better than I,' lest we should conceive Him to be foreitfn to His nature, but 
• greater,' not indeed in size, nor in time, but because of His feneration from the Father Himself; nay, in saying 
•greater,' He agraln shews that He is proper to His essence'* (Newman's transl.)* The explanation given in Letter yiil., 
p. 118, does include the inferiority as touching His manhood. 

•^.X^^ryiii.p.iiS. «Johnxy. 16. TJohnz.iS. •MatLzi.a?. 
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life. How could He who had known everythinor up to this time (for so He said) not 
know that hour also? If so, the Apostle vainly said ' In whom are hid all the treasures of < 
wisdom and knowledge.* * 

*' If the Holy Spirit, who * searcheth the deep things of God,'" cannot be ignorant of 
anything that is God's, then, as they who will not even allow Him to be equal must con- 
tend, the Holy Ghost is greater than the Son." * 

On Matt. xxvLSQ. Father^ if it be PossibU^ let this Cup pass from Me. 

**If the Son really said, * Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me,' He not 
only shewed His own cowardice and weakness, but implied that there might be something 
impossible to the Father. The words * if it be possible ' are those of one in doubt, and not 
thoroughly assured that the Father could save Him. How could not He who gave the 
boon of life to corpses much rather be able to preserve life in the living? Wherefore then 
did not He Who had raised Lazarus and many of the dead supply life to Himself? Why did 
He ask life from the Father, saying, in His fear, * Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass away from me'? If He was dying unwillingly. He had not yet humbled Himself; 
He had not yet been made obedient to the Father unto death ; * He had not given Himself, 
as the Apostle says, ' who gave Himself for our sins,* a ransom.' • If He was dying will- 
ingly, what need of the words * Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass away ' ? No : this 
must not be understood of Himself; it must be understood of those who were on the point 
of sinning against Him, to prevent them from sinning; when crucified in their behalf He 
said, * Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.' ' We must not uhderstand 
words spoken in accordance with the ceconomy * to be spoken simply." 

On John vi. S7' I live by the Father f 

*' If the Son lives on account of*^ the Father, He lives on account of another, and not 
of Himself. But He who lives on account of another cannot be Self-life.^^ So He who is 
holy of grace is not holy of himself." Then the Son did not speak truly when He said, * I 
am the life,' " and again. * the Son quickeneth whom He will.' " We must therefore under- 
stand the words to be spoken in reference to the incarnation, and not to the Godhead.' 
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On John v. IQ. The Son can do Nothing of Himself 

** If freedom of action ^ is better than subjection to control,^ and a man is free, while the 
Son of God is subject to control, then the man is better than the Son. This is absurd. 
And if he who is subject to control cannot create free beings (for he cannot of his own will 
confer on others what he does not possess himself), then the Saviour, since He made us free, 
cannot Himself be under the control of any." 

** If the Son could do nothing of Himself, and could only act at the bidding of the 
Father, He is neither good nor bad. He was not responsible for anything that was done. 
Consider the absurdity of the position that men should be free agents both of good and 
evil, while the Son, who is God, should be able to do nothing of His own authority ! " 

On John xv. J. lam the Vine. 

** If, say they, the Saviour is a vine, and we are branches, but the Father is husband- 
man ; and if the branches are of one nature with the vine, and the vine is not of one nature 
with the husbandman ; then the Son is of one nature with us, and we are a part of Him, 
but the Son is not of one nature with, but in all respects of a nature foreign to, the Father, 
I shall reply to them that He called us branches not of His Godhead, but of His flesh, as 
the Apostle says, we are *the body of Christ, and members in particular,'" and again, 
* know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ ?"• and in other places, * as is 

iCnI.ii. 3. SiCor.ii.ia 

• ef. this passage more fully treated of in Letter ccxxxvi. p. 376. The above is rather a tentative memorandum than an 
explanation . 

« f/. PhU. ii. 8. »Gal. i.4. • Matt. xxi. aS. ▼ Luke xxlii. 34. 

• ef. pp. 7 and la. Most commentators that I am acquainted with write on the lines of Bensrel. ^* pocnlum a pat re ohlntmm^ 
tota passionls mas^a plenum." ef, Athanasius " the terror was of the flesh." C. Ariau, Orat, III., $ xxxix., Amphilochius, 
A/mJ TkeoJ. Diml. in., and Chrjsost., Horn, in Matt. Ixxxiii. 

• ef, Ep. viii. and note on p. 117. " atrroayiof. ** r6 avrc^oi^vtov, '* I Cor. vi. 15. 
1* Am. Vide note referred to. ** John xi. 35. ^* r& virclot^trtor. 

n Or underived life. «vroi^Mi). >* John v. at. ^ 1 Cor. xii. 97. 
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the Ciirthy, such are they that are earthy ; and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are 
heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the earthy, let us all bear the image of the 
heavenly.' * If the head of the ' man is Christ, and the head of Christ is God,' * and man 
is not of one substance with Christ, Who is God (for man is not God), but Christ is 
of one substance with God (for He is God), therefore God is not the head of Christ in the 
same sense as Christ is the head of man. The natures of the creature and the creative God- 
head do not exactly coincide. God is head of Christ, as Father; Christ is head of us, as 
Maker. If the will of the Father is that we should believe in His Son (for this is the 
will of Him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may 
have everlasting life),' the Son is not a Son of will. That we should believe in Him is 
(an injunction) found with Him, or before Him."* 

On Mark x. iS. There is none Goody etc. 

*' If the Saviour is not good, He is necessarily bad. For He is simple, and His char- 
acter does not admit of any intermediate quality. How can it be otherwise than absurd 
that the Creator of good should be bad.^ And if life is good, and the words of the Son 
are life, as He Himself said, ' the words which I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life,' * in what sense, when He hears one of the Pharisees address Him as good 
Master, does He rejoin, * There is none good but One, that is God ' ? It was not when 
He had heard no more than good that he said, * there is none good,* but when He had 
heard good Master. He answered as to one tempting Him, as the gospel expresses it, 
or to one Ignorant, that God is good, and not simply a good master." 

On John xvii. 5. Father, g^rify Me. 

*' If when the Son asked to be glorified of the Father He was asking in respect of 
His Godhead, and not of His manhood. He asked for what He did not possess. Therefore 
the evangelist speaks falsely when he says * we beheld His glory ' ; • and the apostle, in 
the words ' They would not have crucified the Lord of glory,' ' and David in the words 
' And the King of glory shall come in." It is not therefore an increase of glory which 
he asks. He asks that there may be a manifestation of the ceconomy.* Agfain, if He 
really asked that the glory which He had before the world might be given Him of the 
Father, He asked it because He had lost it. He would never have sought to receive th;it of 
which He was in possession. But if this was the case. He had lost not only the glory, 
but also the Godhead. For the glory is inseparable from the Godhead. Therefore, 
according to Photinus,*® He was mere man. It is then clear that He spoke these words 
in accordance with the oeconomy of the manhood, and not through failure in the Godhead." 

On Coioss. I. 75. Firstborn of every Creature. 

'* If before the creation the Son was not a generated being but a created being," He 
would have been called first created and not firstborn." If, because He is called first 

1 I Cor. XV. 48, 49: in the last clause Basil reads ^opcVwficv, instead of the ^op^aoftcy of A.V., with M> A, C, D, E, F, 
G, K, L, P. * 1 Cor. xi. 3. « John vi. 40. 

« i^» simultaneous with, or even anterior to, His advent. Maran hesitates as to the meaning of the phrase, and writes: 
** Suspicor iamen intelligi sic fosse, ^uanquam voluntas fntr is est ut in Filinm eredamns, non tamen fropterea stquilur^ 
Filium ex voiuntate esse. Jwam credere nos ofortet in rilium^ ut frimum in kunc mundum venit^ imo anteqnam etiam 
maturam kumanam assumeret^ cum patriarchte et Judtei prisci ad saiutem consequendam in Christum venturum creJere 
necesse hnbuerinl. Itaque cum debeamuM necessario credere in Filium omni atate et tempore; hinc efficitur^ Fitium exfe 
naturoy uon volunfate, neque adoptione. Si voluntas est Patris ut nos in ejus Filium credamus, non est ex voluntatc Filius, 
quippe nostra in ipsum fidt s aut cum ipso aut ante ipsum invenitur. Suhtilts hac ratiocinatio illustratur ex alia simili^ qum 
reperitur (i.e. at the be^^inninf^: of Book XV.). Sijldes in Filium nostra opus est Dei, ipse Dei opus esse non potest, Jvam 
fdes in ipsum et ipse non idem.** 

* T«>hn vi. 64. "John i. 14. t , Cor. ii. 8. • Ps. xxiv. 7. • i.e, of the Incarnation, cf. pp. 7, la. 




y.'i'i'i7aa aKKH KTto-.ua. The use of the word yivvriua in this book is one of the nrfpiments alleccn a^-ainst its genntne. 
ness, for in Book II., Cai)p. 6, 7, and 8. Basil obiects to it; but in the same Book II., Cap. ta. he uses it apparently without 
objection in the sentence e« rnv ytvvT^^aro^ FO^<rai p^'fiiov rov yeycKiniicorof rr^v ^viriv* Maran, Vit. Das. xliii. ?. 

i> The Ens;li«h word jSrsthom is not an exact renderinfi: of the Greek irp«>rtfTo«(K. and in its theolngrical use it mnv lend to 
confusion. '• Bear" and its correlatives in Engrlish are only u.«ed of the mother. tiVtw f f'TEK. //Gcr. Z«r^.) Isu«ed indifTercntlv 
of both father and mother, irmororovoc is exactlv rendered firstborn in Luke ii. 7; hut Jlrst begotten, as in A.V. Ileb. i. 6, and 
Rev. t. 5, more precisely renders the word in the text, and in such passa^s as Ex. xiii. a, and Psalm Ixxxix. aS. which are 
Messianically applied to the divine Word. Soearlvas Clemens Alcxandrinus the only bef^otten tind ^rst begotten had been 
contrasted with the first created ^ the highest order of created beinfrs. With him may be compared Tertullian, Adv. Prax. 7, Adv. 
Marc. V. 10, llippolvtus, /far. x. 3.^, Ori)ren. C Cels. vi. 47, 63, 64, In Joann. 1, { aa (iv. p. ai), xix. $ c (p. 305), xxviii. { 14 
(p ^Qi), Cfyprian, 7>«/. ii. i, Novflilian, De Trin, 16. 0:\ the history and uses of the sirord, see the eznausUve note of Bp. 
Ugbtfoot on Col. i. 15. 



PROLEGOMENA. xli 



begotten of creation He is first created, then because He is called first begotten of the dead* 
He would be the first of the dead who died. If on the other hand He is called first begotten 
of the dead because of His being the cause of the resurrection from the dead, He is in 
the same manner called first begotten of creation, because He is the cause of the bringing 
of the creature from the non existent into being. If His being called first begotten of 
creation indicates that He came first into being, then the Apostle, when he said, * all 
thingrs were created by Him and for Him,'* ought to have added, 'And He came into 
being first of all.' But in saying * He is before all things," he indicated that He exists 
eternally, while the creature. came into being. *Is' in the passage in question is in har- 
mony with the words * In the beginning was the Word.'* It is urged that if the Son is 
first begotten, He cannot be only begotten, and that there must needs be some other, in 
comparison with whom He is styled first begotten. Yet, O wise objector, though He is 
the only Son born of the Virgin Mary, He is called her first born. For it is said, ' Till 
she brought forth her first born Son.' * There is therefore no need of any brother iu com- 
paiis'jn with whom He is styled first begotten.* 

'• It might also be said that one who was before all generation was called first begotten, 
and moreover in respect of them who are begotten of God through the adoption of the 
Holy Ghost, as Paul says, * For whom He did foreknow. He also did predestinate to be 
conformed to tlie image of His Son, that He might be the first born among many 
brethren.' " * 

On Prov, vii, 22. The Lord created Me (ZXX,).^ 

** If it is the incarnate Lord who says ' I am the way,* • and * No man cometh unto 
the Father but by me,* ^ it is He Himself Who said, ' The Lord created me beginning of 
ways.' The word is also used of the creation and making of a begotten being," as ' I have 
created a man through the Lord,' " and again ' He begat sons and daughters,* ^ and so 
David, * Create in me a clean heart, O God,' ^* not asking for another, but for the cleansing 
of the heait he had. And a new creature is spoken of, not as though another creation 
came into being, but because the enlightened are established in better works. If the Father 
created the Son for works. He created Him not on account of Himself, but on account of 
tlie works. But that which comes into being on account of something else, and not on its 
own account, is either a part of that on account of which it came into being, or is inferior. 
The Saviour will then be either a part of the creature, or inferior to the creature. We 
must understand the passage of the manhood. And it might be said that Solomon uttered 
these words of the same wisdom whereof the Apostle makes mention in the pnssage ' For 
after that in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew not God.' " It nmst moreover 
be borne in mind that thtj speaker is not a prophet, but a writer of proverbs. Now pro- 
verbs are figures of other things, not the actual things which are uttered. If it was God the 
Son Who said, * The Lord created me,* He would rather have said, ' The Father created 
me.' Nowhere did He call Him Lord, but always Father. The word ' begot,* then, must 
be understood in reference to God the Son, and the word created, in reference to Him 
who took on Him the form of a servant. In all these cases we do not mention two, God 
apart and man apart (for He was One), but in thou<;ht we take into account the nature of 
efich. Peter had not two in his mind when he said, ' Christ hath uflercd for us in the 
flesh.' *• If, they argue, the Son is a thing begotten and not a thing made, how docs Scrip- 
ture say, * Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that- God hath made that 
siuTie Jesus, Whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ'.^ ^^ We must also say here that 



« RcT. 1.5. « Col I. f «. » Col. i. 17. « John I . I . « Matt. I. a^ 

•Jerome's Tiraet on ike Perpetual Virginity of the Blessed Virgin appeared about ^S.^, and was written at Rome in the 
episcopate of Damasus (363-J1S4). The work of lielvidius which Jerome controverted was not published till iihout ^. and 
there can be no reference to Kim in the passage in the text. Basil is contending* against the general Arian inference, rather 
th;(n atrainst any individual st'itement as to who the ** Brethren of the Lord " were. cf. also dub. Horn, in Sanct. Christ. Gen, 
p 600. Bvl Garii. On the whole subject 5ee Bp. Lightfoot, in his Ef. to the Galatians^ £. S. Ffoulkes in D.C.B. s.v. HeU 
▼idius, and Archdeacon Farrar in his Life of C/krry/, chap, vii., who warmly supports the Ilelvidian theory in opposition to 
the almost universal belief of the early Church. Basil evidently has no more idea that the «wv 01'' of Matt. i. 2^ implies any 
thin^r as to events subsequent to the r6«rof than the author of a Sam. had when he said that Michai hud no child till (LXX. •»«; 
the day of her death, or St. Paul had that Christ's reignini; till (axpic ol) He had put all enemies under His fft t implied that 
He would not reif^n afterwards. Too much importance must not be given to niceties of usage in Hellenistic Greek, but it is ?. 
well-known distinction in Attic Greek that voiv with the infinitive is employed where the action is not asserted to take place, 
while it is used with the Indicative of a past fact. Had St. Matthew written iroii' <rvvytX9ov^ the Helvidians mij^ht have Jain 
•till greater stress than they did nn the argument from Matt. i. iS, which St. Jerome ridicules. His writing irpii' i? <Tvvt\9*lv is 
what might have been expected if he wished simplv to assert that the conception was not preceded by atiy cohabitation. 

f Rom. viii.ag. • The LXX. version Is Kvpt<K tKnoi m" af^x^v o\iiv aV>rov. * Jo,^" ^iv* <^* ^^ I<i* 

»> vtrmyua. « The Heb. verb here is the same as in Prov. vill. 33, though rendered eicnjo-afAiff in the LXX. 

u Gen. V. 4. Here Basil has ivoirivtw for the LXX. iytyvrifrrvt representing another Hebrew verb. 
M Ps. li. 10 Kopaior «a#apar icriovr. u i Cor. i. 3i. ^* x Pet. iv. 1. i' Acts U. 36. 
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this was spoken according to the flesh about the Son of Man ; just as the angel who an- 
nounced the glad tidings to the shepherds says, * To you is born to-day a Saviour, Who is 
Christ the Lord.' * The word * to-day ' could never be understood of Him Who was before 
the ages. This is more clearly shewn by what comes afterwards where it is said, * That 
sam^ Jesus whom ye have crucified.* * If when the Son was born " He was then made 
wisdom, it is untrue that He was ^ the power of God and the wisdom of God.' * His 
wisdom did not come into being, but existed always. And so, as though of the Father, it is 
said by David, * Be thou, God, my defender,' * and again, * Thou art become my salvation,' • 
and so Paul, ' Let God be true, but every man a liar/ ' Thus the Lord ' of God is made 
unto us wisdom and sanctification and redemption.' • Now when the Father was made 
defender and true, He was not a thing made ; and similarly when the Son was made 
wisdom and sanctification. He was not a thing made. If it is true that there is one God 
the Father, it is assuredly also true that there is one Lord Jesus Christ the Saviour. 
According to them the Saviour is not God nor the Father Lord, and it is written in vain, 
' the Lord said unto my Lord.'* False is the statement, * Therefore God, thy God, hath 
anointed thee.' ^ False too, * The Lord rained from the Lord.' " False, * God created in the 
image of God,' " and * Who is God save the Lord? * "* and * Who is a God save our God.' " 
False the statement of John that * the Word was God and the Word was with God ; '^ and 
the words of Thomas of the Son, * my Lord and my God.'" The distinctions, then, ought 
to be referred to creatures and to those who are falsely and not properly called gods, and 
not to the Father and to the Son." 

On John xvii. J. That they may know Thee^ the only true God. 

^^ The true (sing.) is spoken of in contradistinction to the false (pi.). But He is 
incomparable, because in comparison with all He is in all things superexcellent. When 
Jeremiah said of the Son, ^ This is our God, and there shall none other be accounted of in 
comparison with Him,"' did he describe Him as greater even than the Father? That the 
Son also is true God, John himself declares in the Epistle, * That we may know the only 
true God, and we are (in Him that is true, even) in His (true) Son Jesus Christ. This is 
the true God, and eternal life.' ^ It would be wrong, on account of me words * There shall 
none other be accounted of in comparison of Him,* to understand the Son to be greater 
than the Father ; nor must we suppose the Father to be the only true God. Both expres- 
sions must be used in connexion with those who are falsely styled, but are not really, gods. 
In the same way it is said in Deuteronomy, * So the Lord alone did lead him, and there 
was no strange God with him.' ^ If God is alone invisible and wise, it does not at once 
follow that He is greater than all in all things. But the God Who is over all is necessarily 
superior to alU Did the Apostle, when he styled the Saviour God over a//, describe Him 
as greater than the Father? The idea is absurd. The passage in question must be viewed 
in the same manner. The great God cannot be less than a different God. When the 
Apostle said of the Son, we look for ^ that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ,' •• did he think of Him as greater than the Father? ** 
It is the Son, not the Father, Whose appearance and advent we are waiting for. These 
terms are thus used without distinction of both the Father and the Son, and no exact nicety 
is observed in their employment. ' Being equally with God ' ** is identical with being 
equal with God." Since the Son * thought it not robbery' to be equal with God, how can 
He be unlike and unequal to God ? Jews are nearer true religion than Runomius. When- 
ever the Saviour called Himself no more than Son of God, as thougii it were due to the 
Son, if He be really Son, to be Himself equal to the Father, they wished, it is said, to 
stone Him, not only because He was breaking the Sabbath, but because, by saying that 
God was His own Father, He made Himself equal with God.** Therefore, even though 

> Luke ii. 1 1. * Acts U. «6. * cvcvki}^. But it seems to refer to the birth from Mary. « i Cor. i. 34. 

• Ps. xxxi. 2, LXX. • 1 Cor. i. 3a " Gen. xix. 24. >« Id. LXX. 

* Ps. cxviii. ai. •Ps. ex. i, "Gen. I. ay. >*John i. 1. 

T Rom. iil. 4. M Ps. xlv. 8. " Ps. xviii. .^1. "John xx. aS. 

" Baruch iii. 35. The quotings of Baruch under the name of Jeremiah hai been explained by the fact that in the LXX. 
Baruch was placed with the Lamentations, and was rej^arded in the early Church as of equal authority with Teremiah. It Wiis 
commonly so quoted, g.^. by Irenaeus, Clemens Aiexandrinus, and Tertullian. So Theodoret, Dial. 1. (in this edition, p. 165, 
where c/. note) . 

1* 1 John V. ao. There is some MS. authority for the insertion of ** God *' in the first clause, but none for the omission of 
the former ci' rw. i" Deui. xxxii. la. ** Tit. ii. 13. 

SI St. Basil, with the mass of the Greek orthodox Fathers, has no idea of any such interpretation of Tit. ii. 13, as Alford 
endeavours to support, c/. Theodoret, pp. 391 and 3ai, and notes. 

•> rb clvcu Iva Oc^, as in Phil. ii. 6, tr. in A.V. to be equal with God ; R.V. has to be on an equality with God. 

M ry ttv<u i<ror 9<^. m John v. iS. 
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Eunomius is unwilling that it should be so, according both to the Apostle and to the 
Saviour's own words, the Son is equal with the Father.' 



>f 



On Matt, XX. 23, Is not Mine to give^ save for whom it is prepared} 

** If the Son has not authority over the judgment, and power to benefit some and chastise 
others, how could He say, * The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment 
unto the Son'?* And in another place, *The Son of man hath power on earth to forgive 
sins; ' ' and again, ' All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth ; ' * and to Peter, ' I 
will give thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven ; ' * and to the disciples, * Verily, I say 
unto you that ye which have followed me, in the regeneration, • . . shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.' • The explanation is clear from the 
Scripture, since the Saviour said, * Then will I reward every man according to his work ; * ' 
and in another place, ' They that have done good shall come forth imto the resurrection of 
life, and they that have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation.' • And the Apostle 
says, * We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to what he hath done, whether it be good or bad.' • 
It is therefore the part of the recipients to make themselves worthy of a seat on the left 
and on the right of the Lord : it is not the part of Him Who is able to give it, even though 
the request be unjust." ^ 

On Ps. xviii.3if LXX. Who is God, save the Lordf Who is God save our Godf 

*' It has already been sufficiently demonstrated that the Scriptures employ these ex- 
pressions and others of a similar character . not of the Son, but of the so-called gods who 
were not really so. I have shewn this from the fact that in both the Old and the New 
Testament the »Son is frequently styled both God and Lord. David makes this still clearer 
when he says, ' Who is like unto Thee?'^ and adds, * among the gods,0 Lord,' and Moses, 
in the words, ' So the Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with him.' " 
And yet although, as the Apostle says, the Saviour was with them, ' They drank of that 
spiritual rock that followed them, and that rock was Christ,' ^ and Jeremiah, 'The gods 
that have not made the heavens and the earth, . . . let them perish under the 
heavens.* " The Son is not meant among these, for He is Himself Creator of all. It is 
then the idols and images of the heathen who are meant alike by the preceding passage 
and by the words, * I am the first God and lam the last, and beside me there is no God,* '* 
and also, ' Before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me,' *^ and ' Hear, 
O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord.' ^ None of these passages must be understood as 
referring to the Son." 

The Fifth Book against Eunomius is on the Holy Spirit, and therefore, even if it were 
of indubitable genuineness, it would be of comparatively little importance, as the subject 
is fully discussed in the treatise of his maturer life. A reason advanced against its genuine- 
ness has been the use concerning the Holy Ghost of the term God. (§ 3.) But it has 
been replied that the reserve which St. Basil practised after his elevation to the episcopate 
was but for a special and temporary purpose. He calls the Spirit God in Ep. VIII. § i c . 
At the time of the publication of the Books against Eunomius there would be no such 
reason for any " economy " " as in 374. 

(ii) De Spiritu Sancto. To the illustration and elucidation of this work I have 
little to add to what is furnished, however inadequately, by the translation and notes in the 
following pages. The famous treatise of St. Basil was one of several put out about the 
same time by the champions of the Catholic cause. Amphilocbius, to w^hom it was 

> I do not here render with the Arian ifloss of A.V., in felicitously reproduced in the equnlly inexact translation of R.V. 
The insertion of the words •• It shall be jfiven" and " it is" is apparently due to a pedantic prejudice aj^ninst translaUnjf 
aXA« by •• save "or "except," a renderinrr which is supported In classical Greek by sucn a passaRC as Soph., O. T. i.v^i, and m 
Hellenistic Greek by Mark ix. 8. The Vuli^te has, quite correctly, •* non est menm dare vobis, sed qmbns jHxratnm est a fatrt 
meo^* so fur as the preservation of the Son an the jnver \% concerned. A similar error is to be found in both the French and 
German (Luther's) of Ra?ster'i polyelnt edition. Wiclif has correctly, " is not mvn to gcvc to you but to whiche it is mude 
redl of mv fadir." So Tvndale, "Is not myne to sreve but to them for whom it is prepared of my father." The gloss 
bejrins with Cranmer (1530), " it shall chance unto them thnt it is prepared for," and first appears in the Geneva of 1557 as the 
A.V. has perpetuated It. The Rheims follows the Tnhi$ of the Vulrate, but is otherwise correct, cf. not «• on Theodoret in this 
edition, p. 160. » John v. aa. • Mark ii. 10. * Matt, xxviii. 18. ■ Matt. xvi. 19. 

• Matt. xix. 38. » cf. Matt. xvi. rj. • John v. ag. » 2 Cor. v. 10. 

••These last words are explained bv a Scholium to the MS. Refr. II. to be a reference to the unreasonable petition of 
Jsmcs and John. It will be seen how totnlly opposed Basil's interpretation is to that required by the gloss of A.V. 

" P». Ixxxvi. 8. u Drat, xxxii. is. i»iCor.x.4. " Jer- «• »• ^-^X. " Is. xli v. 6. "God" inserted. 

M Is. xliii. 10. 1' Dent. W. 4. » 4/. remarks in { vi. p. xxiii. of Prolegomena. 
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addressed, was the author of a work which Jerome describes {De V/r, I/i.^ cxxxiii.) as 
arguing that He is God Almighty, and to be worshipped. The Ancoratus of Epiphnnius 
was issued in 373 in support of the same doctrine. At about the same time Didymus, the 
blind master of the catechetical school nt Alexandria, wrote a treatise which is extant in 
St. Jerome's Latin; and of which the work of St. Ambrose, composed in 381, for the 
Emperor Gratian, is ** to a considerable extent an echo.." ^ 

So in East and West a vigorous defence was maintained against the Macedonian assault. 
The Catholic position is exactly defined in the Synodical Letter sent by Damasus to Paulinus 
of Tyre in 378.* Basil died at the crisis of the campaign, and with no bright Pisgah view 
of the ultimate passage into peace. The generalship was to pass into other iiands. There 
IS something of the irony of fate, or of the mystery of Providence, in the fact that the voice 
condemned by Basil to struggle against the mean din and rattle of Sasima should be the 
vehicle for impressing on the empire the truths which Basil held dear. Gregory of Sasima 
was no archiepiscopal success at Constantinople. He was not an administrator or a man of 
the world. But he was a great divine and orator, and the imperial basilica of the Athanasia 
rang with outspoken declarations of the same doctrines, which Basil had more cautiously 
sugorestcd to inevitable inference. The triumph was assured, Gregory was enthroned 
in St. Sophia, and under Theodosius the Catholic Faith was safe from molestation. 

II. EXBGETIC. 

(i) As of the £>c Spiritu Sancto^ so of the Hcxaemeron^ no further account need be 
given here. It may, however, be noted that the Ninth Homily ends abruptly, and the 
latter, and apparently more important, portion of the subject is treated of at less length 
than the former. Jerome * and Cassiodorus* speak of nine homilies only on the creation. 
Socrates * says the Hexaemeron was completed by Gregory of Nyssa. Three orations are 
published among Basil's works, two on the creation of men and' one on Paradise, which 
are attributed to Basil by Combefis and Du Pin, but not considered genuine by Tillemont, 
Maran, Garnier, Ceillier, and Fessler. They appear to be compositions which some editor 
thought congruous to the popular work of Basil, and so appended them to it. 

The nine discourses in the Hexaemeron all shew signs of having been delivered ex- 
tempore, and the sequence of argument and illustration is not such as to lead to the con- 
clusion that they were ever redacted by the author into exact literary form. We probably 
owe their preservation to the skilled shorthand writers of the day.* 

(ii) The Homilies on the Psalms as published are seventeen in number; it has how- 
ever been commonly held that the second Homily on Ps. xxviii. is not genuine, but the com- 
position of some pla<>;iarist. The Homily also on Ps. xxxvii. has been generally objected to. 
These are omitted from the Pffoup of the Ben. Ed., together with the first on Ps. cxiv., 
and that on cxv. Maran ' thinks that none of these orations shew si<4ns of having been 
delivered in the episcopate, or of having reference to the heresy of the Pneumatomachi ; 
two apparently point directly to the presbyterate. In that on Ps. xiv. ho speaks of an 
hfiepifivia which would better befit the priest than the primate ; on Ps. cxiv. he describes 
himself as serving a particular church. Both arguments seem a little far-fetched, and 
might be opposed on plausible grounds. Both literal and allegorical interpretations 
are given. If Basil is found expressing himself in terms similar to those of Eusebius, it is 
no doubt because both were inspired by Origen.' The Homily on Psalm i. begins with a 
partial quotation from 2 Tim. iii. 16, ** All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable," and goes on, ''and was composed by the Spirit to the end that all of us 
men, as in a general hospital for souls, may choose each what is best for his own cure." 
For him. Scripture is supreme.* As is noticed on Hom. IX.^ of the Hexaemeron, Basil is 
on the whole for the simpler sense. But he was a student of Origen, and he well knows 

1 Swete. Doctrine of the Holy Spirit ^yt. 71, who further notes: •' St. Jerome is severe upon St. Ambrose for copying^ 
Didymus, and say^ that the Archbishop of Milan had produced ^ ex Grarif bonis Latin-i non bona.* The work of the llatin 
Father is, however, by no means a mere copy; and other writers besides Didymus are laid under contribution in the argument; 
#^. St. Basil and perhaps St. Athanasius." 

* Theod. V. II in this edition, p. 139; Mansi iii. 481^. 

* De Vir. Ittmst. cxvi. * /»*///. Div. i. » Eee. Hist, Iv. j6. 

* cf. Letter ccxziii. { 5, p. 264. It is believed that Lichygraphy was known from very early times, and Xenophon is said 
to have " reported " Socrates by its aid. The first plain mention of a tachygraphist is in a letter of Flavins Philostratiis 
(A. 6. 19S). ft has been thoufi^hc that the systems in use in the earlier centuries of our era were modifications of a cryptogrjiphic 
method employed by the Christians to circulate documents in the Church. No examples are extant of an earlier date than the 
tenth century, and of the "^e an interestin^r specimen is the Paris MS. of Hermotpenes descril)ed by Montfaucon, Pal, Gr, 
p, 351. The exact minutes of some of the Councils — r^jf. Chalcedon — seem to he due to very successful tachy^'-raphv. 

' Vit, Bat. xli. 4. * cf, Fessler, p. 512. * cf Epp, cv., dx. $ a, cxcviii. $ 3, and cclxiv. $ 4. '10 See p. loi. 
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how to use allegory when he thinks fit.* An example may be observed in Letter 
VIII,,* where there is an elaborate allegorisation of the ** times and the seasons *' of 
Acts i. 7. An instance of the application of both systems is to be found in the Homily 
on Psalm xxviii. (t\e, in A.V. xxix. ) • The LXX. Title is -^a^ftbc t<^ Am W k^oSiov aiajv^, ^^Psa)- 
tnus David in exitu e tabemacuio,** Primarily this is a charge delivered to the priests and 
Levites on leaving their sacred offices. They are to remember all that it is their duty to 
prepare for the holy service. As they go out of the Tabernacle the psalm tells them all 
that it behoves them to have in readiness for the morrow, young rams (Ps. xxix. i, LXX.), 
glory and honour, glory for His name. '* But to our minds, as they contemplate high and 
lofty things, and by the aid of an interpiTetation dignified and worthy of Holy Sciipture 
make the Law our own, the meaning is different. There is no question of ram in f^ock, 
nor tabernacle fashioned of lifeless material, nor departure from the temple. The taber- 
nacle for us is this body of ours, as the Apostle has told us in the words, ^ For we that 
are in this tabernacle do groan.' * The departure from the temple is our quitting this life. 
For this these words bid us be prepared, bringing such and such things to the Lord, if the 
deeds done here are to be a means to help us on our journey to the life to come." 

This is in the style of exegesis hitherto popular. To hearers familiar with exegesis 
of the school of Origen, it is an innovation for Basil to adopt such an exclusively literal 
system of exposition as he does, — e.g', in Hom. IX. on the Hexaemcron, — the system which 
is one of his distinguishing characteristics.^ In his common-sense literalism he is thus a 
link with the historical school of Antioch, whose principles were in contrast with those of 
Origen and the Alexandrians, a school represented by Theodore of Mopsuestia, Dio- 
dorus of Tarsus, and later by Theodoret.* 

It is remarked by Gregory of Nazianzus in his memorial oration* that Basil used 
a threefold method of enforcing Scripture on his hearers and readers. This may be under- 
stood to be the literal, moral, and allegorical. Ceillier points out that this description, so 
far as we know, applies only to the Homilies on the Psalms. 

The praise of the Psalms, prefixed to Psalm i., is a passage of noticeable rhetorical 
power and of considerable beauty. Its popularity is shewn by the fact of its being found 
in some manuscripts of St. Au.2^stine, and also in the commentary of Rufinus. The 
latter probably translated it ; portions of it were transcribed by St. Ambrose.'' 

'* The prophets," says St. Basil, " the historians, the law, give each a special kind of 
teaching, and the exhortation of the proverbs furnishes yet another. But the use and 
profit of all are included in the book of Psalms. There is prediction of thing to come. 
There our memories are reminded of the past. There laws are laid down for the guidance 
of life. There are directions as to conduct. The book, in a word, is a treasury of sound 
teaching, and provides for every individual need. It heals the old hurts of souls, and 
brings about recovery where the wound is fresh. It wins the part that is sick and 
preserves that which is sound. As far as lies within its power, it destroys the passions which 
lord it in this life in the souls of men. And all this it effects with a musical persuasiveness 
and with a gratification that induces wise and wholesome reflexion. The Holy Spirit saw 
that mankind was hard to draw to goodness, that our life's scale inclined to pleasure, and 
that so we were neglectful of the right. What plan did He adopt? He combined the 
delight of melody with His teaching, to the end that by the sweetness and softness of what 
we heard we might, all unawares, imbibe the blessing of the words. He acted like wise 
leeches, who, when they would give sour draughts to sickly patients, put honey round about 
the cup. So the melodious music of the Psalms has been designed for us. that those who 
are boys in years, or at least but lads in ways of life, while they seem to be singing, may 
in reality be carrying on the education of the soul. It is not easy for the inattentive to 
retain in their memory, when they go home, an injunction of ah apostle or prophet ; but 
the sayings of the Psalms are sung in our houses and travel with us through the streets. 



^ •• Orig-^ne fnrrifiait fnnt au *fna myittique Eui^^^e le fnt*a{t niter de pnir an^er U urns hintorfqne. Coirf^e Imt St. 
Jtaxile re^pertt tcrupuleHsement la lettre; ma is rommc Itti aus.<ti\ il voit fans la Uttre toux Us myst>res du Noux^eau Testament 
ft Murtoml deg tmsei^nements moraux. Les difirents caract^res que prHente son inter prMat ion sont un moyen presqne 
in/aitlible de connaitre la date des ses f^ands travaux exiti^Htques. Anssi ne doit-on pas h/sHer h assigner anx premitres 
annietde earetraite la composition du commentaire d* hale, dans lequel domine h ten pr^s exclusivement P interpretation 
morale; h sa pretrese telle aes homilies tnr les Psaumes. oik il donne un^ ^gale importance an sens moral et au sens mystique^ 
moisenlenr tacriftant sans cesse le sens littiral : h son if>iscopat. enfin.T ffernmiron, qui, sans nigliger le^ sens fgurH, 
s*eUtacke snriont h douner nne explication exacte de la lettre.** Fialon, Ft Hist. p. 391. The theory is sujrffrstive, but I am 
not ifiTO that the prevalence of tlie literal or of the allej^orical is not due less to the period of the composition than to the 
objects the writer has in view. • p. 1 18. * a Cor. v. 4. 

* Tm Allgemeinen und im Grundsatte aher ist Basil gegen die allegoritcke ErklHrungsweise, so oft er sie dann aneh 
im Einxelnen amwendet. BShringer, Jjosil, p. 1 16. 

* ef, Gieseler i. p. 109. • Or. zliii. § 67. ' Ceillier. 
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Let a man bep^n even to grow savage as some wild beast, and no sooner is he soothed by 
psalm-singing than straightway he goes home with passions lulled to calm and quiet by 
the music of the song.* 

** A psalm is souls' calm, herald of peace, hushing the swell and agitation of thoughts. 
It soothes the passions of the soul ; it brings her license under law. A psalm is welder of 
friendship, atonement of adversaries, reconciliation of haters. Who can regard a man as 
his enemy, when they have lifted up one voice to God together? So Psalmody gives us the 
best of all boons, love. Psalmody has bethought her of concerted singing as a mighty 
bond of union, and links the people together in a symphony of one song. A psalm puts 
fiends to flight, and brings the aid of angels to our side ; it is armour in the terrors of the 
night ; in the toils of the day it is refreshment; to infants it is a protection, to men in life's 
prime a pride, to elders a consolation, to women an adornment. It turns wastes into 
homes. It brings wisdom into marts and meetings. To beginners it is an alphabet, to 
all who are advancing an improvement, to the perfect a confirmation. It is the voice of the 
church. It gladdens feasts. It produces godly sorrow. It brings a tear even from a heart of 
stone. A psalm is angels' work, the heavenly conversation, the spiritual sacrifice. Oh, the 
thoughtful wisdom of the Instructor Who designed that we should at one and the same 
time sing and learn to our profit I It is thus that His precepts are imprinted on our souls. 
A lesson that is learned unwillingly is not likely to lust, but all that is learned with pleasure 
and delight effects a permanent settlement in our souls. What can you not learn from 
this source? You may learn magnificent manliness, scrupulous righteousness, dignified 
self-control, perfect wisdom. You may learn how to repent, and how far to endure. 
What good thing can you not learn? There is a complete theology ; ■ a foretelling of tlie 
advent of Christ in the flesh; threatening of judgment; hope of resurrection; fear of 
chastisement ; promise of glory ; revelation of*^ mysteries. Everything is stored in the 
book of the Psalms as in some vast treasury open to all the world. There are many in- 
struments of music, but the prophet has fitted it to the instrument called Psaltery. I think 
the reason is that he wished to indicate the grace sounding in him from on high by the gift 
of the Spirit, because of all instruments the Psaltery is the only one which has the source of 
its sounds above.* In the case of the cithara and the lyre the metal gives forth its sound at 
the stroke of the plectrum from below. The Psaltery has the source of its melodious 
strains above. So are we taught to be diligent in seeking the things which are above, and 
not to allow ourselves to be degraded by our pleasure in the music to the lusts of the flesh. 
And what I think the word of the Prophet profoundly and wisely teaches by means of the 
fashion of the instrument is this, — that those whose souls are musical and harmonious 
find their road to the things that are above most easy." 

On Psalm xiv. (in A, V. xv.) the commentary begins: 

** Scripture, with the desire to describe to us the perfect man, the man who is ordained 
to be the recipient of blessings, observes a certain order and method in the treatment of 
points in him which we may contemplate, and begins from the simplest and most obvious^ 
' Lord, who shall sojourn * in thy tabernacle? ' A sojourning is a transitory dwelling. It 
indicates a life not settled, but passing, in hope of our removal to the better things. It is 
the part of a saint to pass through this world, and to hasten to another life. In this sense 
David says of himself, ' I am a stranger with thee and a sojourner, as all my fathers were.' * 
Abraham was a sojourner, who did not possess even so much land as to set his foot on^ 
and, when he needed a tomb, bought one for money.* The word teaches us that so long as 
he lives in the flesh he is a sojourner, and, when he removes from this life, rests in his own 
home. In this life he sojourns with strangers, but the land which he bought in the tomb 
to receive his body is his own. And truly blessed is it, not to rot with things of earth as 
though they were one's own, nor cling to all that is about us here as though here were our 
natural fatherland, but to be conscious of the fall from nobler things, andof our passing our 
time in heaviness because of the punishment that is laid upon us, just like exiles who for 
some crimes' sake have been banished by the magistrates into regions far from the land 
that gave them birth. Hard it is to find a man who will not heed present things as though 
they were his own ; who knows that he has the use of wealth but for a season ; who 

« The English reader i» reminded of Congrevc's •• munic " charming •* the savatre breast." * cf. p. 7, n-^te. 

• CasAiodorus ( Prmf. in Pit, iv.) describes a psaltcrv shaped like the Greek ^^ with the soundings board above the *tring» 
which were struck dot^mwards. cf. St. Aue:. on Ps. xxxii. and Did. Bib. ».v. 

« A. V. marg. and R.V. The LXX. is vapoiici}<rci. * Ps. xxxix. la. • c/. Gen. xxiii. 16, and AcU vii. id. 
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reckons on" the brief duration of his health; who remembers that the bloom of human glory 
fades away. 

'* * Who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle?' The flesh that is given to man's soul for it 
to dwell in is called God's tabernacle. Who will be found to treat this flesh as though it 
were not his own? Sojourners, when they hire land that is not their own, till the estate 
at the will of the owner. So, too, to us the care of the flesh has been entrusted by bond, 
for us to toil with diligence therein, and make it fruitful for the use of Him Who gave it. 
And if the flesh is worthy of God, it becomes verily a tabernacle of God, accordingly as 
He makes His dwelling in the saints. Such is the flesh of the sojourner. ^ Lord, who 
shall sojourn in Thy tabernacle ? ' Then there come progress and advance to that which is 
more perfect. * And who shall dwell in thy holy hill?' A Jew, in earthly sense, when he 
hears of the * hill,' turns his thoughts to Sion. ' Who shall dwell in thy holy hill?' The 
sojourner in the flesh shall dwell in the holy hill, he shall dwell in that hill, that heavenly 
country, bright and splendid, whereof the Apostle says, * Ye are come unto Mount Sion, 
and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,' where is the general assembly 
of * angels, and church of the first-born, which are written in heaven.' " ^ 

The Second Homily on Psalm xiv. (xv.) has a special interest in view of the denun- 
ciation of usury alike in Scripture and in the early Church. The matter had been treated of 
at Nicasa. W^ith it may be compared Homily VIL, De Avaritia* 

After a few words of introduction and reference to the former Homily on the same 
Psalm, St. Basil proceeds; — " In depicting the chafacter of the perfect man, of him, that 
is, who is ordained to ascend to the life of everlasting peace, the prophet reckons among 
his noble deeds his never having given his money upon usury. This particular sin is con- 
demned in many passages of Scripture. Ezekiel ' reckons taking usury and increase among 
the greatest of crimes. The law distinctly utters the prohibition * Thou shalt not lend upon 
usury to thy brother' * and to thy neighbour. Again it is said, * Usury upon usury ; guile upon 
g^ile.' * And of the city abounding in a multitude of wickednesses, what does the Psalm say ? 
* Usuiy and guile depart not from her streets.' • Now the prophet instances precisely the 
same point as characteristic of the perfect man, saying, ' He that putteth not out his money 
to usury.' ' For in truth it is the last pitch of inhumanity that one man, in need of the bare 
necessities of life, should be compelled to borrow, and another, not satisfied with the prin- 
cipal, should seek to make gain and profit for himself out of the calamities of the poor. 
The Lord gave His own injunction quite plainly in the words, * from him that would bor- 
row of thee turn not thou away." But what of the money lover? He sees beforfi him a 
man under stress of necessity bent to the ground in supplication. He sees him hesitating 
at no act, no words, of humiliation. He sees him suffering undeserved misfortune, but he 
is merciless. He does not reckon that he is a fellow-creature. He does not give in to his 
entreaties. He stands stiff* and sour. He is moved by no prayers; his resolution is broken 
by no tears. He persists in refusal, invoking curses on his own head if he has any money 
about him, and swearing that he is himself on the lookout for a friend to furnish 
him a loan. He backs lies with oaths, and makes a poor addition to his stock in trade by 
supplementing inhumanity with perjury. Then the suppliant mentions interest, and utters 
the word security. All is changed. The frown is relaxed ; with a genial smile he recalls 
old family connexion. Now it is * my friend.' * I will see,' says he, * if I have any 
money by me. Yes ; there is that sum which a man I know has left in my hands on deposit 
for profit. He named very heavy interest. However, I shall certainly take something off", 
and give it yoif on better terms.' With pretences of this kind and talk like this he fawns 
on the wretched victim, and induces him to swallow the bait. Then he binds him with 
written security, adds loss of liberty to the trouble of his pressing poverty, and is off*. The 
man who has made himself responsible for interest which he cannot pay has accepted vol- 
untary slavery for life. Tell me ; do you expect to get money and profit out of the pauper? 
If he were in a position to add to your wealth, why should he come begging at your door? 
He came seeking an ally, and he found a foe. He was looking for medicine, and he 
lighted on poison. You ought to have comforted him in his distress, but in your attempt 
to grow fruit on the waste you are aggravating his necessity. Just as well might a physi- 
cian gp in to his patients, and instead of restoring them to health, rob them of the little 
strength they might have left. This is the way in which you try to profit by the misery of 
the wretched. Just as farmers pray for rain to make their fields fatter, so you are anxious 

1 Heb. xil. aa. a^. > zxii. la. * Jer. iz. 6, LXX. ^ Ps. xv. 5. 

* ^. note on Basil's xiTth Can., p. aaS. * Deut. zxiii. 19. • l*i. Iv. 1 1 , LXX. • Matt. t. 4J. 
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for men's need and indigence, that your money may make more. You forget that the 
addition which you are making to your sins is larger than the increase to your wealth 
which you are reckoning on getting for your usury. The seeker of the loan is helpless 
either way: he bethinks him of his poverty, he gives up all idea of payment as hope- 
less when at the need of the moment he risks the loan. The borrower bends to necessity 
and is beaten. The lender goes off secured by bills and bonds. 

** After he has got his money, at first a man is bright and joyous; he shines with 
another's splendour, and is conspicuous by his altered mode of life. His table is lavish ; 
his dress is most expensive. His servants appear in finer liveries ; he has flatterers and boon 
companions ; his rooms are full of drones innumerable. But the money slips away. 
Time as it runs on adds the interest to its tale. Now night brings him no rest; no day is 
joyous; no sun is bright ; he is wearv of his life ; he hates the days that are hurrying on to 
the appointed period ; he is afraid or the months, for they are parents of interest. Even 
if he sleeps, he sees the lender in his slumbers — a bad dream — standing by. his pillow. 
If he wakes up, there is the anxiety and dread of the interest. * The poor and the 
usurer,' he exclaims, * meet together: the Lord lighteneth both their eyes.'* The lender 
runs like a hound after the game. The borrower like a ready prey crouches at the coming 
catastrophe, for his penury robs him of the power of speech. Both have their ready- 
reckoner in their hands, the one congratulating himself as the interest mounts up, the 
other groaning at the growth of his calamities. * Drink waters out of thine own cistern.' * 
Look, that is to say, at your own resources ; do not approach other men's springs ; provide 
your comforts from your own reservoirs. Have you household vessels, clothes, beast of 
burden, all kinds of furniture? Sell these. Rather surrender all than lose your liberty. 
Ah, but — he rejoins — I am ashamed to put them up for sale. What then do you think 
of another's bringing them out a little later on, and crying your goods, and getting rid of 
them for next to nothing before your very eyes? Do not go to another man's door. 
Verily * another man's well is narrow.' * Better is it to relieve your necessity gradually 
by one contrivance after another than after being all in a moment elated by another man's 
means, afterwards to be stripped at once of everything. If you have anything wherewith 
to pay, wliy do you not relieve your immediate difHcultics out of these resources? If you 
are insolvent, you are only trying to cure ill with ill. Decline to be blockaded by an usurer. 
Do not suffer yourself to be sought out and tracked down like another man's game.* 
Usury is the origin of lying ; the beginning of ingratitude, unfairness, perjury. . • . 

•* But, you ask, how am I to live? You have hands. You have a crafl. Work for 
wages. Go into service. There are many ways of getting a living, many kinds of 
resources. You are helpless? Ask those who have means. It is discreditable to ask? It 
will be much more discreditable to rob your creditor. I do not speak thus to lay down the 
law. I only wish to point out that any course is more advantageous to you than 
borrowing. 

** Listen, you rich men, to the kind of advice I am giving to the poor because of your 
inhumanity. Far better endure under their dire straits than undergo the troubles tljat are 
bred of usury ! But if you were obedient to the Lord, what need of these words? What 
is the advice of the Master? Lend to those from whom ye do not hope to receive.* And 
what kind of loan is this, it is asked, from which all idea of the expectation of repayment 
is withdrawn? Consider the force of the expression, and you will be amazed at the 
loving kindness of the legislator. When you mean to supply the need of a poor man 
for the Lord's sake, the transaction is at once a gift and a loan. Because there is no 
expectation of reimbursement, it is a gifl. Yet because of the munificence of the Master, 
Who repays on the recipient's behalf, it is a loan. ' He that hath pity on the poor 
lendeth unto the Lord.' • Do you not wish the Master of the universe to be responsible 
for your repayment? If any wealthy man in the town promises you repayment on behalf 
of others, do you admit his suretyship? But you do not accept God, Who more than 
repays on behalf of the poor. Give the money lying useless, without weighting it with 
increase, and both shall be benefited. To you will accrue the security of its safe keeping. 
The recipients will have the advantage of its use. And if it is increase which you seek, 

* ProT. xxix. 13, A.V. marg'. R.V. has " oppreisor." > Prov. v. 15. » Prov. xxHi. ay, LXX. 

*«oir«p oAAorpiOK ^pofia. £d. Par. Vulg, tuvwtp oAAo ri ^pofio, • c/'.'Lake vi. 34t JS* * Prov. xix. 17. 
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he sntisfied with that which is given hy the Lord. He will pay the interest for the poor. 
Await the loving-kindness of Him Who is in truth most kind. 

** What you are taking involves the last extremity of inhumanity. You are making your 
profit out of misfortune; you are levying a tax upon tears. You are strangling the naked. 
You are dealing blows on the starving. There is no pity anywhere, no sense of your 
kinship to the hungry; and you call the profit you get from these sources kindly 
and humane! Wo unto them that 'put hitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter,'* and 
call inhumanity humanity! This surpasses even the riddle which Samson proposed 
to his boon companions : — ' Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong 
came forth sweetness." Out oftlie inhuman came forth humanity! Men do not gather 
grapes of thorns, nor figs of thistles,' nor humanity of usury. A corrupt tree bringeth 
forth evil fruit.* There are such people as twelve-per-cent-men and ten-per-cent-men : I 
shudder to mention their names. They are exactors by the month, like the demons who 
produce epilepsy, attacking the poor as the changes of the moon come round.* 

*' Here there is an evil grant to either, to j^iver and to recipient. To the latter, it brings 
ruin on his property ; to the former, on his soul. The husbafidman, when he has the ear 
in store, does not search also for tlie seed beneath the root; you both possess the fruit 
and cannot keep your hands from the principal. You plant where there is no ground. 
You reap where there has been no sowing. For whom you are gathering you cannot 
tell. The man from whom usury wrings tears is manifest enough ; but it is doubtful who 
is destined to enjoy the results of the superfluity. You have laid up in store for yourself 
tiie trouble that results from your iniquity, but it is uncertain whether you will not leave 
the use of your wealth to others. Therefore, ' from him that would borrow of thee, 
turn not thou away ; ' • and do not give your money upon usury. Learn from both Old 
and New Testament what is profitable for you, and so depart hence with good hope to 
your Lord ; in Him you will receive the interest of your good deeds, — in Jesus Christ our 
Lord to Whom be glory and might for ever and ever, Amen." 

(iii.) The Commentary on Isaiah. The Commentary on Isaiah is placed by the Bene- 
dictine Editors in the appendix of doubtful composition, mainly on the ground of inferiority 
of style. Ceillier is strongly in favour of the genuineness of this work, and calls attention 
to the fact that it is attested by strong manuscript authority, and by the recognition of St. 
Maximus, of John of Damascus, of Simeon Logothetes, of Antony Melissa of Tarasius, 
and of the Greek scholiast on the Epistles of St. Paul, who is supposed to be CEcumenius. 
Fessler ' ranks the work among those of doubtful authority on the ground of the silence of 
earlier Fathers and of the inferiority of style, as well as of apparent citations from the Com- 
mentary of Eusebius, and of some eccentricity of opinion. He conjectures that we may 
possibly have here the rough material of a proposed work on Isaiah, based mainly on Origen, 
which was never completed. Garnier regards it as totally unworthy of St. Basil. Maran 
( Vit, Bus, 42) would accept it, and refutes objections. 

Among the remarks which have seemed frivolous is the comment on Is. xi. 12, that 
tlie actual cross of the Passion was prefigured by the four parts of the universe joining in 
the midst.' Similar objections have been taken to the statement that the devils like rich 
fare, and crowd the idols' temples to enjoy the sacrificial feasts.* On the other hand it has 
been pointed out that this ingenuity in finding symbols of the cross is of a piece with that 
of Justin Martyr,'" who cites the yard on the mast, the plough, and the Roman trophies, 
and that Gregory of Nazianzus " instances the same characteristic of the devils. While 
dwelling on the holiness of character required for the prophetic offices, the Commentary 
points out '* that sometimes it has pleased God to grant it to Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar 
for the sake of their great empires; to Caiaphas as the high priest; to Balaam, because of 
the exigencies of the crisis at which he appeared. The unchaste lad " who has some great 
sin upon his conscience shrinks from taking his place among the faithful, and is ashamed 
to rank himself with the weepers. So he tries to avoid the examination of those whose 
duty it is to enquire into sins '* and he invents excuses for leaving the church before the 
celebration of the mysteries. The Commentary urges '• that without penitence the best con- 
duct is unavailing for salvation ; that God requires of the sinner not merely the abandonment 

* Is. V. ao. s Jud>ees ziv. 14. * Matt. vii. 16. < cf. Matt. vii. iS. 

* On the connexion between 9tKwKn.9y.6x and ciriAi^irta, ef. Ori^n iii. 575-577« and Caesarius, ^'ngst. $->. On the special 
attrlhutinn of epilepsy to dainoniacal influence illustrated by the name icpd vtxroT, see Hippocrates, De Morho Sacra, 

•Matt. ▼.4s. 7/Wr. i. sas. '$349. * $ ^36. 10 ^/o/. i. $ 73. 

V Carm, 11, Epi^,lAl Aaifiotriv 9i\awiva/(ov, o<roic roir^poitff §iifiif\€i 

1* 1 4. cf,§ 199. " f >9* ** iJ, iicvot tit irpo^^vccf wtwkm9ii4i'as iwiroity wpht rwt iwi^ifrovrrut, ^* I M* *7S* 
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of the sinful part, but also the amends of penance, and warns men ' that they must not dream 
that the grace of baptism will free them from the obligation to live a godly life. The value 
of tradition is insisted on.' Every nation, as well as every church, is said to have its own 
guardian angel.' 

The excommunication reserved for certain gross sins is represented * as a necessary 
means enjoined by St. Paul to prevent the spread of wickedness. It is said ^ to be an old 
tradition that on leaving Paradise Adam went to live in Jewry, and there died ; that after 
his death, his skull appearing bare, it was carried to a certain place hence named ^^ place 
of a skull,*' and that for this reason Jesus Christ, Who came to destroy death's kingdom, 
willed to die on the spot where the first fruits of mortality were interred.* 

On Is. V. 14, " Hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure," ' 
it is remarked that these are figurative expressions to denote the multitude of souls that 
perish. At the same time an alternative literal meaning is admitted, the mouth being the 
opening through which the souls of the damned are precipitated into a dark region beneath 
the earth. 

It is noted in some MSS. that the Commentary was given to the world by an anony- 
mous presbyter after St. Basil's death, who may have abstained from publishing it because 
it was in an unfinished state. Erasmus was the first to undertake to print it, and to trans- 
late it into Latin, but he went no further than the preface. It was printed in Paris in 1556 
by Tilmann, with a lengthy refutation of the objections of Erasmus.' 

III. Ascetic. 

(i) Of the works comprised under this head, the first are the three compositions 
entitled Tractatus Prcevii. The first, Prcevia Institutio ascetica (^AffKrrrtKi/ npodiarbnuaiq) , is 
an exhortation to enlistment in the sacred warfare; the second, on renunciation of the world 
and spiritual perfection, is the Sermo asceticus (Adj^of dcTK^r/iceic). The third, Scrmo de as^ 
cetica disci plina (x<J}of nepi hoKfjotuq^ n-wf del Koafiiiadai rdv fiovax6v)j treats of the virtues to be 
exhibited in the life of the solitary. 

The first of the three is a commendation less of monasticism than of general Christian 
endurance. It has been supposed to have been written in times of special oppression and 
persecution. 

The second discourse is an exhortation to renunciation of the world. Riches are to 
be abandoned to the poor. The highest life is the monastic. But this is not to be hastily 
and inconsiderately embraced. To renounce monasticism and return to the world is 
derogatory to a noble profession. The idea of pleasing God in the world as well as out of 
it is, for those who have once quitted it, a delusion. God has given mankind the choice of 
two holy estates, marriage or virginity. The law which bids us love God more than father, 
mother, or self, mor^ than wife and children, is as binding in wedlock as in celibacy. 
Marriage indeed demands the greater watchfulness, for it offers the greater temptations. 
Monks are to be firm against all attempts to shake their resolves. They will do well to 
put themselves under the guidance of some good man of experience and pious life, learned 
in the Scriptures, loving the poor more than money, superior to the seductions of flattery, 
and loving God above all things. Specific directions are given for the monastic life, and 
monks are urged to retirement, silence, and the study of the Scriptures. 

The third discourse, which is brief, is a summary of similar recommendations. The 
monk ought moreover to labour with his hands, to reflect upon the day of judgment, to suc- 
cour the sick, to practise hospitality, to read books of recognized genuineness, not to 
dispute about the doctrine of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, but to believe in and confess 
an uncreate and consubstantial Trinity. 

(ii) Next in order come the Prooemium de yudicio Dei (npooifitov irepl Kpifiaroq Oeov) and 
the De Pide (ttfpi Tr/crrewf ) . These treatises were prefixed by Basil to the Moralia. He 

M39. *c/.Dt sp.s.p, . ajj40. 'Sss. "Sm*. 

* The tradition that Adanrs skull was found at the font of the cross gave rise to the frequent representation of a skull in 
Christian art. Instances are eiven by Mr. Jameson, Hist, of our Lordt i. aa. Jeremy Taylor, {Lift of our Lord, Part iii. § xv.) 
quotes Nonnus (/» Joann, xTx. 17) : 

Etirtficc yjiipow iicavc ^ri^Ofi^Hxo lepaycov 
AJAm «'p«»roY<$M>iO ^tpnvM^-ov avrvyt Koptn^, 

ef. Orifren, Tn Matt, Tiraet, 3c, and Athan, /V Pa%s. tt Crue, Jerome i«peaks of the tradition In reference to its association 
with the words " As in Adam all die, so in Chnst shall all be made alive,** as " smooth to the ear, but not true." One version 
of the tale was that Noah took Adam's bones with him in the ark ; that on Ararat they were divided, and the head fell to Seth's 
share. This he buried at Golrotha. </. Fabridui i. 61. 

T LXX. iwK&Tw%v o '>ji|f rlfr ^vxiir avrod Mi 4ii$voi|t ih 9x61^^ «vrov. • cf. Ceillier VI. viU. a. 
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states that, when he enquired into the true causes of the troubles which weighed heavily 
on the Church, he could only refer them to breaches of the commandments of God. 
Hence the divine punishment, and the need of observing the Divine Law. The apostle 
says that what is needed is faith working by love. So St. Basil thought it necessary to append 
an exposition of the sound faith concerning the Father, tlie Son, and the Holy Ghost, and 
so pass in order to morals.' It has, however, been supposed by some * that the composition 
published in the plan as the De Pide is not the original tract so entitled, but a letter on 
the same subject written, if not during the episcopate, at least in the presbyterate. This 
view has been supported by the statement ** Thus we believe and baptize." * 

This, however, might be said generally of the custom obtaining in the Church, without 
reference to the writer's own practice. Certainly the document appears to have no con- 
nexion with those among which it stands, and to be an answer to some particular request 
for a convenient summary couched in scriptural terms.* Hence it does not contain the 
Homoousion, and the author gives his reason for the omission — an omission which, he 
points out, is in contrast wiih his otiier writings against heretics.* Obviously, therefore, 
this composition is to be placed in his later life. Yet he describes the De JFidc as being 
anterior to the Moralia. 

It will be remembered that this objection to the title and diite of the extant De Fide 
implies nothing against its being the genuine work of the archbishop. 

While carefully confining himself to the language of Scripture, the author points out 
that even with this aid. Faith, which he defines as an impartial assent to what has been 
revealed to us by the gift of God,* must necessarily be dark and incomplete. God can 
only be clearly known in heaven, when we shall see Him face to face.' The statement that 
had been requested is as follows : 

"We believe and confess one true and good God, Father Almighty, of Whom are all 
things, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ : and His one Only-begotten Son, 
our Lord and God, Jesus Christ, only true, through Whom all things were made, both visible 
and invisible, and by Whom all things consist : Who was in the beginning with God and was 
God, and, afler this, according to the Scriptures, was seen on earth and had His conversa- 
tion with men : Who being in the form of God thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God, but emptied Himself, and by means of the birth from a virgin took a servant's form, 
and was formed in fashion as a man, and fulfilled all things written with reference to Him 
and about Him, according to His Father's commandment, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the Cross. And on the third day He rose from the dead, according to 
the Scriptures, and was seen by His holy disciples, and the rest, as it is written ; And He 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of His Father, whence He is coming 
at the end of this world, to raise all men, and to give to every man according to his con- 
duct. Then the just shall be taken up into life eternal and the kingdom of heaven, but 
the sinner shall be condemned to eternal punishment, where their worm dieth not and the 
fire is not quenched : And in one Holy Ghost, the Comforter, in Whom we were sealed to 
the day of redemption: The Spirit of truth, the Spirit of adoption, in Whom we cry, Abba, 
Father ; Who divideth and worketh the gifts that come of God, to each one for our good, as 
He will ; Who teaches and calls to remembrance all things that He has heard from the 
Son ; Who is good ; Who guides us into all truth, and confirms all that believe, both in 
sure knowledge and accurate confession, and in pious service and spiritual and true worship 
of God the Father, and of His only begotten Son our Lord, and of Himself."" 

(iii) The Moralia (rcH^ucd) is placed in 361, in the earlier days of the Anomoean 
heresy. Shortly before this time the extreme Arians began to receive this name,* and it is 
on the rise of the Anomoeans that Basil is moved to write. The work comprises eighty 
Rules of Life, expressed in the words of the New Testament, with special reference to the 
needs of bishops, priests, and deacons, and of all persons occupied in education. 

Penitence consists not only in ceasing to sin, but in expiating sin by tears and morti- 
fication.'* Sins of ignorance are not free from peril of judgment.** 

Sins into which we feel ourselves drawn against our will are the results of sins to 
which we have consented.'* Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost consists in attributing 

^ l>f 7»<l' J>'i* § S. ^ \ «r/.CeilHeryi.viii..v [ ^ \ ^ 

S ouTMf t^oovovfjify Kol ovTws Bairri^oucK cif T'^iadt ofioovinov, card rriv cKToAh^ avrov rov ttvoiov rin'^v 'Iri^o'j Xpiarov ciiroi'Toc 
«opcv0i*'rc« ftt^hfrtvvart K.r.A. |; the co-essentiai Trinity being described as involved in the baptismail formula. 
*f I. _ »5 I. 

* ytyKaxMnirit iiMMptroi rwv acovcrtfjvrwv iv w\yioo^Of>Ca rrf? dXif^etaf ntv Kyfov^Bivrtty 9eo*' vapiri. § I. ^ § J. 

* The rest of the clause seems t'^ be rather in the way of explanation and assertion, and here he explains, as cited before^ 
thstthe h»pti«mal formula invnlves the hnmoousion. 

•Ath., i^i5>». $3i,inthissvries,p.467. >*i74Sf. i. ^Jl^,ix, uiK^.zi. 
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to the devil the good works which the Spirit of God works in our brethren.* We ought 
carefully to examine whether the doctrine offered us is conformable to Scripture, and if 
not, to reject it.' Nothing must be added to the inspired words of God ; all that is 
outside Scripture is not of faith, but is sin.' 

(iv) The Regulcs fusius tractates (5po* nara irXdroc) > 55 in numberi and the Regulcs 
brevius tractatce (bpoi Kaf i:riTOfi^v) ^ in number 313, are a series of precepts for the guid- 
ance of religious life put in the form of question and answer. The former are invariably 
supported by scriptural authority. 

Their genuineness is confirmed by strong external evidence.* Gregory of Nazianzus 
(Or. xliii. § 34) speaks of Basil's composing rules for monastic life, and in j&'/.vi. intimates 
that he helped his friend in tiieir composition.* Rufinus {//.£. ii. 9) mentions Basil's 
Instituta Monachorum. St. Jerome {^De Vir. iliust. cxvi.) says that Basil wrote 
rh h(jK^rix6v^ and Photius {Cod. 191) describes the Asccticum as including the Regulce, 
Sozomen {H.E, iii. 14) remarks that the Regulce were sometimes attributed to Eusta- 
thius of Sebaste, but speaks of them as generally recognised as St. Basil's. 

The monk who relinquishes his status after solemn profession and adoption is to be 
regarded as guilty of sacrilege, and the faithful are warned against all intercourse with 
him, with a reference to 2 Thess. iii. 14.* 

Children are not to be received from their parents except with full, security for pub- 
licity in their reception. They are to be carefully instructed in the Scriptures. They are 
not to be allowed to make any profession till they come to years of discretion (XV.). Tem- 
perance is a virtue, but the sei^vantsof God are not to condemn any of God's creatures as un- 
clean, and are to eat what is given them; (XVIII.) Hospitality is to be exercised with the 
utmost frugality and moderation, and the charge to Martha in Luke x. 41, is quoted with the 
reading oXLyiyvftk hnxpeia ^ iv6g ' and the interpretation "few," namely for provision, and **one," 
namely the object in view, — enough for necessity. It would be as absurd for monks to change 
the simplicity of their fare on the arrival of a distinguished guest as it would b.e for them to 
change tlieir dress (XX.). Rule XXI. is against uncvangelical contention for places at table, 
and Rule XXII. regulates the monastic habit. The primary object of dress is said to be 
shewn by the words of Genesis,' where God is said to have made Adam and Eve * 'coats 
of skins," or, as in the LXX., x^'f'^vac depfiarivovcy i.e. tunics of hides. This use of tunics was 
enoufjh for covering what was unseemly. But later another object was added — that of 
securing warmth by clothing. So we must keep both ends in view — decency, and pro- 
tection against the weather. Among articles of dress some are very serviceable ; some are 
less so. It is better to select what is most useful, so as to observe the rule of poverty, and 

» Rf^. xxxT, « ^cr* xxvlH. 

• Jifg'. Ixxx. { aa. Fessler (De Pat, Sac. iv. p. 514) note^ the similarity of a Homily, Dt ptrfectione vita Monaehorum^ 
published under the name of St. Basil in a book i)ublished by C. F.Mattiiaei at Moscow in 1775, entiUed ^oannit Xipkilini 
H Basilii Af. aliquot orationes. He describes it as quite unworthy in style of St. Basil. 

* Comberiis, however, refused to accept them. s In this series, p. 44S. 
*_With thisjtiay be compared the uncompromising denunciation in Letter cclxxzviii., and what is said in the first of the 

of irrevocable vows. r/". Dr. Travers 

\ aux yeux de heaucoup de ceux mime 

dilaiisie d voloHti^ comme eUe avait Hi em- 

' riellement que remonte^ 

des ordres mamaeiiquee, 

t*accordemt i rectmmaftre 

one Puiafe i^in^rai dee veenx perpituele remomte h St. Basil.** To St. Basirs posthumous influence the system may be due. 
But it seem:) questionable whether St. Basil's Bule included formal vows of perpetuui oblig^ation in the more modem sense. I 
am not quite sure that the passajfes cited fuU^ bear this out. Is the earnest exhortation not to quit the holier life consistent 
with a binding pled fl%? Would not a more distinct! v authoritative tone be adopted? ef. Letters xiv, and xlvi. It is pisin thnt 
a reminder was needed, and that the plea was possible that the profession had not the binding^ force of matrimony. The line 
taken is rather that a monk or nun ou^kt to remain in his or her profession, aud that it is a {grievous sin to abandon it, than 
that there is an irrevocable contract. So in the Sermo asceticus {\% is not universally accepted), printed by Gamier between 
the Moralia and the Regulee^W. is said: « Before the profession of the rcliifious life, any one is at liberty to get the good 
of this life, in accordance with law and custom, and to give himself to the yoke of wedlock. But when he has been enlisted, of 
his own consent, it !■« fitting (irpo^«(i) that he keep himself for God, as one of the sacred ofTeringrs, so that he may not risk 
incurring^ the damnation of sacrilege, by defiling In the service of this world the body consecrated bv promise to God." This 
T)<i7^<e( is repeated in the Reifttla. Basil's monk, says Fiaion {Et. Hist., p. 40) was irrevocably bound by the laws of the 
Church, by public onini'^n, and, *//'// more, by his conscience. It is to the last that the founder of the organisation seems to 
appeal. In Letter xlvi. the reproach is not addressed merely to a ** relisritnse ichappie deson cloitre,** as De Broglie has it, but to 
a nun guilty of unch tstitv. Vows of virginity were among the earliest of religious obligations, {cf- J< Martyr, Apol, i. 15, 
Athenvaran, Letj^at. %%, Origen, C. Celsum. vii. 48.) 






moderate and practical." It was a community of self denying practical beneficence. Work and worship were to aid one 



another. This was the highest life, and to quit it was desertion of and dislovahy to neighbour and Gcd. To Basil, is it not 
rather the violation of holiness than the technical breach of a formal vow which is sacrilege? I^a (p. tot) quotes Epiphanius 
lPanar.60 as saving that it was better for a lapsed monk to take a lawful wife aud be reconciled to the church through 
Penance. Basil in Can. Ix. (p. a^6) contemplates a similar reconciliation. 
1 Supported by Mi B, C, and JL. > Jii. at . 
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to avoid a variety of vestments, some for show, others for use ; some for day, some for 
*night. • A single garment must be devised to serve for all purposes, and for night as well 
as day. As the soldier is known by his uniform, and the senator by his robe, so the Chris- 
tian ought to have his own dress. Shoes are to be provided on tlie same principle, they 
are to be simple and cheap. The girdle (XXIII.) is regarded as a necessary article of dress, 
not only because of its practical utility, but because of the example of the Lord Who 
girded Himself. In Rule XXVI. all secrets are ordered to be confided to the superintendent 
or bishop.' If the superintendent himself is in error (XXVIL) he is to be corrected by other 
brothers. Vicious brethren (XXVIII.) are to be cut off like rotten limbs. Self-exaltation 
and discontent are equally to be avoided (XXIX.) . XXXVII. orders that devotional exercise 
is to be no excuse for idleness and shirking work. Work is to be done not only as a chas- 
tisement of the body, but for the sake of love to our neighbour and supplying weak and sick 
brethren with the neccss.-iries of life. The apostle * says that if a man will not work he 
must not eat. Daily work is as necessary as daily bread. The services of the day are thus 
marked out. The first movements of heart and mind ought to be consecrated to God. 
Therefore early in the morning nothing ought to be planned or purposed before we have 
been gladdened by the thought of God ; as it is written, *' I remembered God, and was 
gladdened ; " * the body is not to be set to work before we have obeyed the command, 
'* O Lord, in the morning shalt thou hear my voice; in the morning will I order my 
prayer unto thee." * Again at tlie third hour there is to be a rising up to prayer, and the 
brotherhood is to be called together, even though they happen to have been dispersed to 
various works. The sixth hour is also to be marked by prayer, in obedience to the words 
of the Psalmist,* "Evening, and morning, and at noon will I pray, and cry aloud: and 
He shall hear my voice." To ensure deliverance from the demon of noon-day,* the XCIst 
Psalm is to be recited. The ninth hour is consecrated to prayer by the example of the 
Apostles' Peter and John, who at that hour went up into the Temple to pray. Now the day 
is done. For all the boons of the day, and the good deeds of the day, we must give thanks. 
For omissions there must be confession. For sins voluntary or involuntary, or unknown, we 
must appease God in prayer.* At nightfall the XCIst Psalm is to be recited again, mid- 
ni<;htis to be observed in obedience to the example of Paul and Silas,* and the injunction of 
the Psalmist.** Before dawn we should rise and pray again, as it is written, " Mine eyes 
prevent the night watches.*'** Here the canonical hours are marked, but no details are 
given as to the forms of prayer. 

XL. deals with the abuse of holy places and solemn assemblies. Christians ought not 
to appear in places sacred to martyrs or in their neighbourhood for any other reason than to 
pray and commemorate the sacred dead. Anything like a worldly festival or commcm- 
mart at such times is like the sacrilege of the money changers in the Temple precincts.** 

LI. gives directions for monastic discipline. '^ Let the superintendent exert discipline 
after the manner of a physician treating his patients. He is not angry with the sick, but 
fights with the disease, and sets himself to combat their bad symptoms. If need be, he 
must heal the sickness of the soul by severer treatment; for example, love of vain glory, 
by the imposition of lowly tasks; foolish talking, by silence; immoderate sleep, by watch- 
ing and prayer; idleness, by toil; gluttony, by fasting; murmuring, by seclusion, so that 
no brothers may work with the offender, nor admit him to participation in their works, till 
by his penitence that needeth not to be ashamed he appear to be rid of his complaint." 

LV. expounds at some length the doctrine of original sin, to which disease and death 
are traced. 

The 313 RegulcB brevius tractates are, like the Regulce fusius tractatce^ in the form of 
questions and answers. Fessler singles out as a striking specimen XXXIV. 

Q. *^ How is any one to avoid the sin of man-pleasing, and looking to the praises of 
men?" 

A. "There must be a full conviction of the presence of God, an earnest intention to 

» T^ »po«jrriiTt. ef. Just. Mart. Apol, i. f S7. • a Thess. Hi. 10. » Ps. Ixxvti. 3. LXX. * Ps. v. 3. c Ps. Iv. 17. 

• Ps. xci. 6, LXX. ia».ik6viov tifoyifiBpiyoy, cf, Jer. Taylor, Serm. ii. pt. a: "Suidast** (Col. 1337) ** tells of certain 
empnsaa that used to appear a noon, at such times as the Greeks did celebrate tlie funerals of the dead ; and at this time some 
of the Russians do fear the noon-day devil, which appeareth like a mourning widow to re.ipcrs of hay and corn, and uses to 
break their arms and legs unless they worship her.** "* Acts iii. i. 

• cf. Pythag. Aur, Carm, jO (quoted by Jer. Taylor \xiHoly Living and Holy Dying) : ^yfi virvoK ^loAaitoto'ti' cr* o^^curi 

• AcU xvi, as. >• Ps. cxix. 6a. " Ps. cxix. ia8. 

u r/. LHUr clxiz. and notes on this case in the Prolegomena. It is curious to notice in the Oriental church a surviTsl of 
•omethine akin to the irreverence deprecated by St. Basil. A modem traveller in Russia has told me that on visiting a gr^at 
cemetery on the day which the Greek church observes, like November a in the LaUn, in memory of the dead, be found a vast 
And cbcerf ni picnic going on. 



liv BASIL. 

please Him, and a burning desire for the blessings promised by the Lord. No one before 
his Master's very eyes is excited into dishonouring his Master and bringing condemnation 
on himself, to please a fellow servant." 

XLVII. points out that it is a grave error to be silent when a brother sins. 

XLIX. tells us that vain gloriousness (rd TrepTepeOeaOai. Cf, i Cor. *xiii. 4) consists in 
taking things not for use, but for ostentation ; and L. illustrates this principle in the case 
of dress. 

Q. " When a man has abandoned all more expensive clothing, does he sin, and, if so, 
how, if he wishes his cheap upper garment or shoes to be becoming to him ?'* 

A. '* If he so wishes in order to gratify men, he is obviously guilty of the sin of man- 

C leasing. He is alienated from God, and is guilty of vain glory even in these cheap 
elongings." 

LXIV. is a somewhat lengthy comment on Matt, xviii. 6. To " make to offend/* 
or " to scandalize," is to induce another to break the law, as the serpent Eve, and Eve 
Adam. 

LXXXIII. is pithy. 

Q. " If a man is generally in the right, and falls into one sin. how are we to treat 
him?" 

A. " As the Lord treated Peter." 

CXXVIII. is on fasting. 

Q. " Ought any one to be allowed to exercise abstinence beyond his strength, so that 
he is hindered in the performance of his duty?" 

A. " This question does not seem to me to be properly worded. Temperance* does 
not consist in abstinence from earthly food,* wherein lies the * neglecting of the body'* 
condemned by the Apostles, but in complete departure from one's own wishes. And how 
great is the danger of our falling away from the Lord's commandment on account of our 
own wishes is clear from the words of the Apostle, ' fulfilling the desires of the flesh, and 
of the mind, and were by nature the children of wrath.' " * The numbers in the Coenobium 
are not to fall below ten, the number of the eaters of the Paschal supper.* Nothing is to 
be considered individual and personal property.* Even a man's thoughts are not his 
own.^ Private friendships are harmful to the general interests of the community.' At 
meals there is to be a reading, which is to be thought more of than mere material food.* 
The cultivation of the ground is the most suitable occupation for the ascetic life.** No fees 
are to be taken for the charge of children entrusted to the monks." Such children are not 
to be pledged to join the community till they are old enough to understand what they are 
about.'* 

> iyKpirtia. Gal. v. aj. 

s «AoYa BpJtitara, Coinbefis translates ** trrreui cibi** Gamier " nihil ad rem ptrtmtntiitm.** * Col. ii. aj. 

4 Eph. ii. 3. * Sermo Asctticus, 3. * Ii*i^. brev. tract. Ixxxv., but set; note on p. 

T Proctm. in Reg.fus, tract. 

• Sernio Asceticus, c. The sacrifice of Gregory of Nazianzus may have been due to the idea that all private interests 
must be subordinated to those of the Church. 

• Re/^. brev, tract, clxxx. w Reg. Jus, tract, xxxviii. " Rfg' brev. tract, ccciv. 

" Heg. fui. tract, xv. After the Rfgula are printed, in Garnier's Ed. 34, Const it mt tones Monasticte^ with the note that 
their genuineness is more suspicious than that of any of the ascetic writinirs. They treat of the details nf monastic life, of the 
virtues to be cultivated in it and the vices to he avoided. Sozomen (H.E.'xSx, 14) has been supposed to refer to them. All later 




body '* by exatri;erated nmrtification, is in cclviii. condemned as Manichaeism. It is of course always an objection to exclusive 
exaltation of the ascetic life that it is a kind of moral docetlsrn^ and ignores the fact that Christianity has not repudiated all 
concern with the body, but is designed to elevate and to purily it. (r/*. Bohrin^fer vii. p. 150.) Basil may be not uniustly 
criticised from this point of view, and accused of the very Manichaeism which he distinctly condemns. But it will be reinembened 
that he recognises the holiness of marriaKeand family life.and if he thinks virginity and ccenobitism a higher life, has no mercy 
for the dilettante asceticism of a morbid or indolent ^^'incivisme,** Valens, from the point of view of a master of legions, mi^rht 
deplore monastic celibacy, and press Egyptian monks by thousands into the ranks of his army. {cf. Milmnn, Hist. Christ. 
iii. 47.) Basil from his point of view was equally positive that he was making useful citizens, and that his industrious 
ussodates, of clean and frugal lives, were doing good service. 

*• En effetf le moine basilien^ n'estpas^ comme le cinobitt (Pfgypte^ sipari dn monde par nn mur infranchissable. * Les 
poissons menrent* disait Saint Antoine, * quand on les tire de l*eau, et les moiues s*inervent dans les villes ; rentrons vtte dans^ 
les monta^nes, comme les poissons dans rean.* (Montalembert, Moines d^ Occident ^ i. 61.) Les moines basiliens vii'ent ausai 
dans la solitude pour gagner le eiel, mais ils ne venlent pas le gagner seuls. . . . Les principaux^ nu mains ^ doifent se 
meler h la sociHi pour Pinstruire, Cet homme it la chivelure n^gligfe, h la demarche posie^ dont Veeil nes sVgare Jamais^ 
OHvreson monast^re it ses sembables^ on va les trouver. du moment qnWl s*agit de leur edification. Son contact fortifie le 
cler^i ; il entre lui-meme dans les ordres^ et devient collaborateur de Viveque. II va aux fites des martyrs etprecne dans les 
i^lises. II entre dans les matsons^ prend part aux conx^er sal ions, aux repas^ et, tout en evitant les longs enlretiens et les 
liaisons aux les femmes^ et le directeur et le compagnon de piHi des Ames. . . . Le moine ne doit pas seulement soulager 
les meenx de VAme. Les maisons des pauvres^ dent se couvrait une parlie de VAsie Mineure^ itaient des asiles oux^rts k toutes 
les souf ranees physiques. . . . Pour Basile^ ces deux institutions, le monast^re et la maisons des pauvres^ auoique s^paree* 
et disiincte.t^ n*en formaient fu*une. A ses yeux^ les seconrs corporels n*etaient qu*un moyen d*arriver it VAme. Pendant 
que la main dn moine servatt les voyagenrs, nourissait les pauvres . pausait les malades, ses Itvresleur dis.ribnatent une 
aumine plus pricieuse^ celle de la parole de Dieu.** Flalon, £t Histeriqutt pp. SI-S3. A high ideal 1 Perhaps never more 
nearly realized than in the Cappadocian coenobia of the fotirth century. 



PROLEGOMENA. Iv 



IV. HOMILETICAL. 

Twenty-four homilies on nniscellaneous subjects, published under St. Basil's name, are 
generally accepted as genuine. They are conveniently classified as (i) Dogmatic and 
Exegetic, (ii) Moral, and (iii) Panegyric. To Class (i) will be referred 

III. In Illud^ Attende tihi ipsi. 

VI. In niud^ Destruam horrea^ etc, 

IX. In liluds ^uod Deus non est auctor malorum. 

XII. In prtncipium Proverbiorum. 

XV. De Fide. 

XVI. In Illud^ In principio erat Verbum, 

XXIV. Contra Sabellianos et Arium et Anomoeos* 



Class (ii) will include 

I. and II. De Jejunio. 

IV. De gratiarum actione. 

VII. In Divites. 

VIII. Infamem et siccitatem. 

X. Adversus beatos. 

XI. De invidia. 

XIII. In Sanctum Baptismum. 

XIV. In Ebriosos. 
XX. De humilitate, 

XXL ^uod rebus mundanis adhcerendum non sit^ et de incendio extra eccle* 
siam facto. 

XXII. Ad .adolescentes^ de legendis libris Gent ilium. 

The Panegyric (iii) are 

V. In martyrem yulittam. 

XVII. In Bariaam martyrem. 

XVIII. In Gordium martyrem. 

XIX. In sanctos quadraginta martyr es. 

XXIII. In Mamantem martyrem. 

Homily III. on Deut. xv. 9,* is one of the eight translated by Rufinus. Section 3 
begins : 

** * Take heed,' it is written, ' to thyself.' Every living creature possesses within him- 
self, by the gift of God, the Ordainer of all things, certain resources for self protection. 
Investigate nature with attention, and you will find that the majority of brutes have an 
instinctive aversion from what is injurious ; while, on the other hand, by a kind of natural 
attraction, they are impelled to the enjoyment of what is beneficial to them. Wherefore 
also God our Teacher has given us this grand injunction, in order that what brutes possess 
by nature may accrue to us by the aid of reason, and that what is performed by brutes un- 
wittingly may be done by us through careful attention and constant exercise of our reason- 
ing faculty. We are to be diligent guardians of the resources given to us by God, ever 
shunning sin, as brutes shun poisons, and ever hunting after righteousness, as they seek for 
the herbage that is good for food. Take heed to thyself, that thou mayest be able to dis- 
cern between the noxious and the wholesome. This taking heed is to be understood in a 
twofold sense. Gaze with the eyes of the body at visible objects. Contemplate incor- 
poreal objects with the intellectual faculty of the soul. If we say that obedience to the 
charge of the text lies in the action of our eyes, we shall see at once that this is impossi- 
ble. How can there be apprehension of the whole self through the eye? The eye cannot 
turn its sight upon ttself ; the head is beyond it ; it is ignorant of the back, the counte- 
nance, the disposition of the intestines. Yet it were impious to argue that the charge of 
the Spirit cannot be obeyed. It follows then that it must be understood of intellectual 
action. * Take heed to thyself.' Look at thyself round about from every point of view. 

^UUL »p6a«xc ovMrry. 



Ivi BASIL. 

Keep thy soul's eye sleepless * in ceaseless watch over thyself. * Thou goest in the midst 
of snares." Hidden nets are set for thee in all directions by the enemy. Look well 
around thee, that thou mayest be delivered ^ as a gazelle from the net and a bird from the 
snare.' ' It is because of her keen sight that the gazelle cannot be caught in the net. It 
is her keen sight that gives her her name.^ And the bird, if only she take heed, mounts 
on her light wing far above the wiles of the hunter. 

" Beware lest in self protection thou prove inferior to brutes, lest haply thou be caught 
in the gins and be made the devlFs prey, and be taken alive by him to do with thee as he 
will." 

A striking passage from the same Homily is thus rendered by Rufinus : *' Considcra 
ergo primo omnium quod homo esj id est solum in terres animal ipsis divinis manibus 
for malum. Nonne sujfficeret hoc solum rede at que integre sapient i ad magnum sum- 
mumque solutium^ quod ipsius Dei manibus qui omnia rcliqua prcecepti solius fecit 
auctoritate subsistcre^ homo fetus es et formatusf Tum deinde quod cum ad imagincm 
Creatoris et similitudinem sis^ poles sponte etiam ad angelorum dignitatem culmenque 
remeare. Animam namque accepisti intellectualem^ et rationalem^ per quam Deum 
possis agnoscere^ et naturam rerum conspicabili rationis intelligent ia cotitemplari: 
sapientice dulcissimis fructibus perfrui prcesto est. Tibi omnium cedit animantium 
genus^ quce per connexa montium vel prcerupta rupium aut opaca silvarum feruntur; 
omne quod vel aquis tegitur^ vel prcepetibus pennis in aere suspenditur. Omne^ inquam^ 
quod hujus mundi est^ servitis et subjectioni tuce liberalis munifceniia conditoris in^ 
dulsit, Nonne tUy sensu tibi rationabili suggerente^ diver sitates artium reperistif 
Nonne tu urbes condere^ omnemque earum reliquum usum pernecessarium viventibus in* 
venistlf Nonne tibi per rationem quce in te est mare perviuni ft? Terra^ fumina^ 
fontesque tuis vel usibus vel voluttatibus famulantur. Nonne aer hie et caelum ipsum 
atque omnes stellarum chori vitce mortalium ministerio cursus suos atque ordines 
servant? ^uid ergo deficis animo^ et deesse tibi aliquid putasy si non tibi cquus pro^ 
ducitur phaleris exornatus et spumanti ore frena mandens argentcaf Sed sol tibi 
producitur^ veloci rapidoque cursu ardentes tibi faces caloris simul ac luminis portans. 
Non habes aureos et argenteos discos: sed habes lunce discum purissimo et blandissimo 
splendor e 'Tadiantem. Non ascendis currum^ nee rotarum lupsibus veheris^ sed habes 
pedum tuorum vehiculum tecum natum. ^uid ergo beatos censes eos qui aurum quidem 
possisenty alienis autem pedibus indigent^ ad necessarios commeatusf Non recubas 
eburncis thorisy sed adjacent fecundi cespites viridantes et herbidi thori^ forum 
varietate melius quamfucatis coloribus Tyrii muricis picti^ in quibus dulces et salubres 
somni nullis curarum morsibus effugantur. Non te contcgunt aurata laquearia ; sed 
ccelum te contegit ineffabili fulgore stellarum depictum. Hcec quidem qiiantum ad 
communem humanitatis attinet vitam. Accipe vero majora. Propter te Deus in hom^ 
inibus^ Spiritus sancti distribution mortis ablatio^ resurrectionis spcs. Propter te 
divina prcecepta hominibus delata^ quce te perfectam doceant vitam^ et iter tuum ad 
Deum per mandatorum tramitcm dirigant, Tibi panduntur regna ccelorum^ tibi 
coronce justitice prceparantur ; si tamen labores et cerumnas pro justitia ferre non 
refugis.** * 

Homily VI., on Luke xii. i8, is on selfish wealth and greed. 

Beware, says the preacher,* lest the fate of the fool of the text be thine* ** These things 
are written that we may shun their imitation. Imitate the earth, O man* Bear fruit, as 
she does, lest thou prove inferior to that which is without life. She produces her fruits, 
not that she may enjoy them, but for thy service. Thou dost gather for thyself whatever 
fruit of good works thou hast shewn, because the grace of good works returns to the giver. 
Thou hast given to the poor, and the gift becomes thine own, and comes back with in- 
crease. Just as grain that has fallen on the earth becomes a gain to the sower, so the loaf 
thrown to the hungry man renders abundant fruit thereafter. Be the end of thy husbandry 
the beginning of the heavenly sowing. ' Sow,* it is written, * to yourselves in righteous- 
ness." Why then art thou distressed? Why dost thou harass thyself in thy efforts to 
shut up thy riches in clay and bricks ? ' A good name is rather to be chosen than great 
riches.' " If thou admire riches because of the honour that comes from them, bethink thee 
how very much more it tends to thine honour that thou shouldst be called the father of 

1 &.KoLii,y\Tov. On the later existence of an order of sleepless monks, known as the Accemetas. €/» Theodoret, Ep, cxli. p. 
vog, in this series, and note. ^ 

* Ecdus. iz. 13. > Prov. v. 5, IJCX. « aopjcaf « from a^pKO^ot, =e geer. So Tabitha ( Syr.) s keen-sightcd. 

• 16. •fj. vHos.z. la. tProv.ii. I. 
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innumerable children than that thou shouldst possess innumerable staters in a purse. Thy 
wealth thou wilt leave behind thee here, even though thou like it not. The honour won 
by thy good deeds thou shalt convey with thee to the Master. Then all people standing 
round about thee in the presence of the universal Judge shall hail thee as feeder and bene- 
flictor, and give thee all the names that tell of loving kindness. Dost thou not see theatre- 
goers flinging away their wealth on boxers and buHoons and beast- fighters, fellows whom 
it is disgusting even to see, for the sake of the honour of a moment, and the cheers and 
clapping of the crowd? And art thou a niggard in thy expenses, when thou art destined 
to attain glory so great? God will welcome tliee, angels will laud thee, mankind from the 
very beginning will call thee blessed. For thy stewardship of these corruptible things thy 
reward shall be glory everlasting, a crown of righteousness, the heavenly kingdom. Thou 
thinkest nothing of all this. Thy heart is so fixed on the present that tnou despisest what 
is waited for in hope. Come then ; dispose of thy wealth in various directions. Be gen- 
erous and liberal in thy expenditure on the poor. Let it be said of thee, ^ He hath dis- 
persed, he hath given to the poor ; his righteousness endurcth for ever.' ' Do not press 
heavily on necessi^ and sell for great prices. Do not wait for a famine before thou open- 
est thy barns. ' He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him.'* Watch not for 
a time of want for gold's sake — for public scarcity to promote thy private profit. Drive 
not a huckster's bargains out of the troubles of mankind. Make not God's wrathful visita- 
tion an opportunity for abundance. Wound not the sores of men smitten by the scourge. 
Thou keepest thine eye on thy gold, and wilt not look at thy brother. Thou knowest the 
marks on the money, and canst distinguish good from bad. Thou canst not tell who is thy 
brother in the day of distress." 

The conclusion is • '* 'Ah ! ' — it is said — ' words are all very fine : gold is finer.' I 
make the same impression as I do when I am preaching to libertines against their unchas- 
tity. Their mistress is blamed, and the mere mention of her serves but to enkindle their 
passions. How can I bring before your eyes the poor man's sufferings that thou mayest 
know out of what deep groanings thou art accumulating thy treasures, and of what high 
value will seem to thee in the day of judgment the famous words, ' Come, ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the wcrld : for I 
was an hungred and ye gave me meat : I was thirsty and ye gave me drink : . • . I 
was naked and ye clothed me.'* What shuddering, what sweat, what darkness will be 
shed round thee, as thou hearest the words of condemnation I — 'Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into outer darkness prepared for the devil and his angels : for I was an hungred and 
ye gave me no meat : I was thirsty and ye gave me no. drink : . . . I was naked and ye 
clothed me not.' • I have told thee what I have thought profitable To thee now it is 
clear and plain what are the good things promised for thee if thou obey. If ihou disobey, 
for thee the threat is written. I pray that thou mayest change to a better mind and thus 
escape its peril. Li this way thy own wealth will be thy redemption. Thus thou mayest 
advance to the heavenly blessings prepared for thee by the grave of Him who hath called 
us all into His own kingdom, to Whom be glory and might for ever and ever. Amen." 

Homily IX. is a demonstration that God is not the Author of Evil. It has been con- 
jectured that it was delivered shortly after some such public calamity as the destruction of 
Nicaea in 36S. St. Basil naturally touches on passages which have from time to time 
cause J some perplexity on this subject. He asks' if God is not the Author of evil, how 
is it said '^ I form the light and create darkness, I make peace and create evil," ^ and again, 
"The evil came down fh)m the Lord unto the gate of Jerusalem,"* and again, " Shall 
there be evil in a city and the Lord hath not done it," • and in the great song of Moses, 
" See now that I, even I, am he and there is no god with me : I kill and I make alive, I 
wound and I heal " ? '® But to any one who understands the meaning of Scripture no one of 
these passages accuses God of being the Cause and Creator of evil. He who uses the 
words, '* I form the light and create darkness," describes Himself not as Creator of any 
evil, but as Demiurge of creation. " It is lest thou shouldst suppose that there is one cause 
of light and another of darkness that He described Himself as being Creator and Artificer 
of parts of creation which seem to be mutually opposed. It is to prevent thy seeking one 
Demiurge of fire, another of water, one of air and another of earth, these seeming to have 
a kind t)f mutual opposition and contrariety of qualities. By adopting these views many 



» P«. cxii. 9. • Prov. xi. a6. • f 8. « Malt. xxv. ij4. 

* Matt. XXV. 41. With the variation of** outer darkness*' for **everlastin|^ fire" and the omission of the clause about 
strangers. In this patsagCi it is not a robber who is accused ; the condemnation falls upon him who has not tthared what be 
has. * i 4. V Is. xi^. 7. • Micah i. la. * Amos iii. 6. ^ Deul. zxxii. 39. 
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have ere now fallen into polytheism, but He makes peace and creates evil. Unquestionably 
He makes peace in thee when He brings peace into thy mind by His good teaching, and 
calms the rebel passions of thy soul. And He creates evil, that is to say, He reduces 
those evil passions to order, and brings them to a better state so that they may cease to be 
evil and may adopt the nature of good. ' Create in me a clean heart, O God.' * This 
does not mean Make noivfor the first time; * it means Renew the heart that had become old 
from ivickedness. The object is that He may make both one.' The word create is used 
not to imply the bringing out of nothing, but the bringing into order those which already 
existed. So it is said, * If any man be in Christ he is a new creature.'* Again, Moses 
says, ' Is not He thy Father that hath bought thee ? Hath He not made thee and created 
thee?'* Now, the creation put in order after the making evidently teaches us that the 
word creation, as is commonly the case, is used with the idea of improvement. And so it 
is thus that He makes peace out of creating evil ; that is, by transforming and bringing to 
improvement. Furthermore, even if you understand jDeace to be freedom from war, and 
evil to mean the troubles which are the lot of those who make war; marches into far 
regions, labours, vigils, terrors, sweatings, wounds, slaughters, taking of towns, slavery, 
exile, piteous spectacles of captives ; and, in a word, all the evils that follow u|>on war, 
all these things, I say, happen by the just judgment of God, Who brings vengeance 
through war on those who deserve punishment. Should you have wished that Sodom had 
not been burnt after her notorious wickedness? Or that Jerusalem had not been overturned, 
nor her temple made desolate after the horrible wickedness of the Jews against the Lord? 
How otherwise was it right for these things to come to pass than by the hands of the 
Romans to whom our Lord had been delivered by the enemies of His life, the Jews? 
Wherefore it does sometimes come to pass that the calamities of war are righteously in- 
flicted on those who deserve them — if you like to understand the words * I kill and I 
make alive' in their obvious sense. Fear edifies the simple. *I wound and I heal' is at 
once perceived to be salutary. The blow strikes terror ; the cure attracts to love. But it 
is permissible to thee to find a higher meaning in the words, * I kill * — by sin ; '1 make 
alive ' — by righteousness. * Though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is re- 
newed day by day.'* He does not kill one and make another alive, but He makes the 
same man alive by the very means by which He kills him ; He heals him by the blows 
which He inflicts upon him. As the proverb has it, * Thou shalt beat him with the rod 
and shalt deliver his soul from hell.' ' The flesh is smitten that the soul may be healed ; 
sin is put to death that righteousness may live. In another passage * it is argued that death 
is not an evil. Deaths come from God. Yet death is not absolutely an evil, except in the 
case of the death of the sinner, in which case departure from this world is a beginning of 
the punishments of hell. On the other hand, of the evils of hell the cause is not God, but 
ourselves. The origin and root of sin is what is in our own control and our free will." 

Homily XII. is "on the beginning of the proverbs." *' The proverbs of Solomon, the 
son of David, king of Israel." • 

" The name proverbs {Trapoifiiai) has been by heathen writers used of common ex- 
pressions, and of those which are generally used in the streets. Among them a way is 
called oifjiog, whence they define a izapoifiia to be a common expression, which has be- 
come trite through vulgar usage, and which it is possible to transfer from a limited number 
of subjects to many analogous subjects.*® With Christians the Kapotfiia is fi serviceable utter- 
ance, conveyed with a certain amount of obscurity, containing an obvious meaning of much 
utility, and at the same time involving a depth of meaning in its inner sense. Whence the 
Lord says : ' These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs, but the time cometh when I 
shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall shew you plainly of the Father.' " '* 

On the '' wisdom and instruction" of verse 2, it is said: Wisdom is the science of 
things both human and divine, and of their causes. He, therefore, who is an eflective 
theologian " knows wisdom. The quotation of i Cor. ii. 6, follows. 

On general education it is said," " The acquisition of sciences is termed education," 
as it is written of Moses, that he was learned '* in all the wisdom of the Egyptians." But 
it is of no small importance, with a view to man's sound condition," that he should not 

1 Ps. It. 10. s iifvuoyipYiivov, * ef. Eph. ii. 14. * a Cor. v. 17. * Peut. xxxii. 6, LXX. 

•aCor. iv. 16. ? Prov. xziit. 14. •53. •Prov, i. 

^ vapoiuia is defined by Hesychius Uie Alexandrian grammarian, wtio was nearly contemporary with Basil, as a ^cm^Ai^ 
A^yoVt iroAA ri)K oHiv A<y6^yo«. 

u John xH. 35. *' iwirrrevyikivwi 9*okrflm ^ $ 6. M ^ xmv /Aotfif/MTwi' «r«Aif^if vcu^cia X^ytrcu. 

u tnoiUvBu. u AcU Til. as. i* v«rq^'flu 
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devote himself to any sciences whatsoever, but should become acquainted with the educa- 
tion which is most profitable. It has ere now happened that men who have s|>ent their 
time in the study of geometry, the discovery of the Egyptians, or of astrology, the favour- 
ite pursuit of the Chaldasans, or have been addicted to the loftier natural philosophy * which 
is concerned with fieures and shadows, have looked with contempt on the education which 
is based upon the divine oracles. Numbers of students have been occupied with paltry 
rhetoric, and the solution of sophisms, the subject matter of all of which is the false and 
unreal. Even poetry is dependent for its existence on its myths.* Rhetoric would not be 
but for craft in speech. Sophistics must have their fallacies. Many men for the sake of 
these pursuits have disregarded the knowledge of God, and have grown old in the search 
for the unreal. It is therefore necessary that we should have a full knowledge of education, 
in order to choose the profitable, and to reject the unintelligent and the injurious. Words 
of wisdom will be discerned by the attentive reader of the Proverbs, who thence patiently 
extracts what is for his good.** 

The Homily concludes with an exhortation to rule life by the highest standard. 

*' Hold fast, then, to the rudder of life. Guide thine eye,* lest haply at any time through 
thine eyes there beat upon thee the vehement wave of lust. Guide ear and tongue, lest the 
one receive aught harmful, or the other speak forbidden words. Let not the tempest of 
passion overwhelm thee. Let no blows of despondency beat thee down ; no weight of 
sorrow drown thee in its depths. Our feelings are waves. Rise above them, and thou 
wilt be a safe steersman of life. Fail to avoid each and all of them skilfully and steadily, 
and, like some untrimmed boat, with life's dangers all round about thee, thou wilt be sunk 
in the deep sea of sin. Hear then how thou mayest acquire the steersman's skill. Men 
at sea are wont to lift up their eyes to heaven. It is from heaven that they get guidance 
for their cruise ; by day from the sun, and by night from the Bear, or from some of the 
ever-shining stars. By these they reckon their right course. Do thou too keep thine eye 
fixed on heaven, as the Psalmist did who said, ' Unto thee lift I up mine eye, O thou that 
dwellest in the heavens.' • Keep thine eyes on the Sun of righteousness. Directed by the 
commandments of the Lord, as by some bright constellations, keep thine eye ever sleep- 
less. Give not sleep to thine eyes or slumber to thine eyelids,* that the guidance of the 
commandments may be unceasing. * Thy word,* it is said, * is a lamp unto my feet, and 
a light linlo my paths.* • Never slumber at the tiller, so long as thou livcst here, amid the 
unstible circumstances of this world, and thou shalt receive tlie help of the Spirit. He 
shall conduct thee ever onward. He shall waft thee securely by gentle winds of peace, till 
thou come one day safe and sound to yon calm and waveless haven of the will of God, to 
Whom be s^lory and majesty for ever and ever. Amen.*' 

Homilies XV. and XVI. are more distinctly dogmatic. They do not present the 
doctrines of which they treat in any special way. XV., De Pidc^ is concerned rather with 
the frame of mind of the holder and expounder of the Faith than with any do<^matic formula. 

XVI., on John i. i, begins by asserting that every utterance of the gospels is grander 
than the rest of the lessons of the Spirit, inasmuch as, while in the latter He has spoken to 
us through His servants the prophets, in the gospels the Master has conversed with us face 
to face. '' The most mighty voiced herald of the actual gospel proclamation, who uttered 
words loud beyond all hearing and lofty beyond all imderstanding, is John, the son of 
thunder, the prelude of whose gospel is the text." After repeating the words the preacher 
goes on to say that he has known many who are not within the limits of the word of truth, 
many of the heathen, that is, *' who have prided themselves upon the wisdom of this world, 
who in their admiration for these words have ventured to insert them among their own 
writings. For the devil is a thief, and carries off our property for the use of his own 
prophets.** • 



1 fi.cT(«»poAoyta. The word had already been used by Plato in a certain contemptuous sense, ef. Pal. 399 B. : M<T«Mp4$Aoyoi' 
i^oA/trxifi' TttcA <^o^urn}i'. But not always,/^. Crat, 401, B. : K^v¥*voviri yovv ot irpwroc rft ot^fiara nBiiktvoiov ^vAoi cZi^ai, 
aAAA ^rrcwpoAoyot riv^f iccu kiokitrxai. 

* Greifory of NazianKus was publishinji: verses which formed no unworthy early link in the Catena Poetarnm Christian^ 
9rum^ in our sense of the wnrd poet. Basil may have in his mind the general idea that the Poetics of the heathen sctiools 
were all concerned with mythical inventions. 

* Ps. xxiii. I. * r/. Ps. cxxxii. 4. * Ps. cxix. 105. 

* There are instances of high admlraUon of the passad^c.' I have not found one of appropriation. Aufrustino {Df Civ. 
J)€i X. 39). says: ** ^mod initimm Sancti EvangiUi^ cui nomeH est secundum fokannem^ qui Jam Piatonicus^ strut a sancto 
sene Sim^liciano^ gut postea ecclesia Mediolanensi treesedit efiscopus^ solehamus audire^ aureis litteris conseribendum et pt r 
mmnrs ecclesias in locis eminentissimis proponenaum esse aicebat** Eusebius {Preep. Evan^. xi. 17 nnd iS) refers to the 
statements of Plotinus and Nnmerius on the dcvrcpof airiof, and (19) mentions Aurelius (on AMrr\\\x%vide M-^shcitn's note on 
Cudworth'« tnt. Syntem, vol. i. cap. iv. i7), as quoting the passage in question. Vtde also Theodoret, Grac, Aff, 33, and 
BenUey'9 Remarks on Fl^eeikinking, f xlvi. 
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'* If the wisdom of the flesh has been so smitten with admiration for the force of the 
words, what are we to do, wlio aredisciples of the Spirit? . . . Hold fast to the text, 
and you will sufler no harm from men of evil arts. Suppose your opponent to argue, * If 
He was begotten. He was not,' do you retort, ' In the beginning He was.' But, he will 
go on, * Before He was begotten, in what way was He?' Do not give up the words * He 
was.' Do not abandon the words * In the beginning.' The highest point of beginning 
is beyond comprehension ; what is outside beginning is beyond discovery. Do not let any 
one deceive you by the fact that the phrase has more than one meaning. There are in this 
world many beginnings of many things, yet there is one beginning which is beyond them 
all. * Beginning of good way,' says the Proverb. But the beginning of a way is the 
first movement whereby we begin the journey of which the earlier part can be discovered. 
And, ' The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.' * To this beginning is prefixed 
something else, for elementary instruction is the beginning of the comprehension of arts. 
The fear of the Lord is then a primary element of wisdom, but there is something anterior 
to this beginning — the condition of the soul, before it has been taught wisdom and appre- 
hended the fear of the Lord. • • . The point is the beginning of the line, and the 
line is the beginning of the surface, and the surface is the beginning of the body, and the 
parts of speech are the beginnings of grammatical utterance. But the beginning in the text 
IS like none of these. . • .In the beginning was the Word! Marvellous utterance I 
How all the words are found to be combined m mutual equality of force I * Was ' has 
the same force as 'In the beginning.' Where is the blasphemer? Where is the tongue 
that fights against Christ? Where is the tongue that said, 'There was when He was 
not ' ? Hear the gospel : ' In the beginning was.* If He was in the beginning, when 
was He not? Shall I bewail their impiety or execrate their want of instruction? But, 
it is argued, before He was begotten. He was not. Do you know when He was begot- 
ten, that you may introduce the idea of priority to the time? For the word 'before ' is 
a word of time, placing one thing before another in antiquity. In what way is it reasona- 
ble that the Creator of time should have a generation subjected to terms of time? */« the 
beginning was — ' Never give up the was^ and you never give any room for the vile 
blasphemy to slip in. Mariners laugh at the storm, when they are riding upon two 
anchors. So will you laugh to scorn this vile agitation which is being driven on the world 
by the blasts of wickedness, and tosses the faith of many to and fro, if only you will keep 
your soul moored safely in the security of these words. 

In § 4 on the force of with God* " Note with admiration the exact appropriateness 
of every single word. It is not said ' The Word was in God.* It runs ' was with God.' 
This is to set forth the proper cliaracter of the hypostasis. The Evangelist did not say 
' in God,' to avoid giving any pretext for the confusion of the hypostasis. That is the 
vile blasphemy of men who are endeavouring to confound all things together, asserting that 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, form one subject matter, and that different appellations are 
applied to one thing. The impiety is vile, and no less to be shunned than that of those 
who blasphemously maintain that the Son is in essence unlike God the Father. The 

Word was with God. Immediately after using the term Word to demonstrate the impassi- 
bility of the generation, he forthwith gives an explanation to do away with the mischief 
arising in us from the term Word. As though suddenly rescuing Him from the blas- 
phemers' calumny, he asks, what is the Word ? The Word was God. Do not put before 
me any ingenious distinctions of phrase ; do not with your wily cleverness blaspheme the 
teachings of the Spirit. You have the definitive statement. Submit to the Lord. The 

Word was God.** 

Homily XXIV., against the Sabellians, Arians, and Anomceans, repeats points which 
are brought out again and again in th^De Spiritu Sancto^ in the work Against Eunomius^ 
and in some of the Letters. 

Arianism is practical paganism, for to make the Son a creature, and at the same time 
to offer Him worship, is to reintroduce polytheism. Sabellianism is practical Judaism, — 
a denial of the Son.' John i. i, xiv. 9, 7, xvi. 28, and viii. 16 are quoted against both 
extremes. There may be a note of time in the admitted impatience of the auditory at 
hearing of every other subject than the Holy Spirit. The preacher is constrained to speak 
upon this topic, and he speaks with the combined caution and completeness which char- 
acterize the De Spiritu Sancto. "Your ears," he says, " are all eager to hear something 
concerning the Holy Ghost. My wish would be, as I have received in all simplicity, as I 

» Prov. i. 7. » »pbt Tir StdK. • <^. ccx. p. 34o> 
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have assented with guileless agreement, so to deliver the doctrine to you my hearers. I 
would ]f I could avoid being constantly questioned on the same point. I would have my 
disciples convinced of one consent. But you stand round me rather as judges than as 
learners. Your desire is rather to test and try me than to acquire anything for yourselves. 
I must therefore, as it were, make my defence before the court, again and again giving 
answer, and again and again saying what I have received. And you I exhort not to be 
specially anxious to hear from me what is pleasing to yourselves, but rather what is pleas- 
ing to the Lord, what is in harmony with the Scriptures, what is not in opposition to the 
Fathers. What, then, I asserted concerning the Son, that we ought to acknowledge His 
proper Person, this I have also to say concerning the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is not 
identical with the Father, because of its being written 'God is a Spirit." >^or on the 
other hand is there one Person of Son and of Spirit, because it is said, * If any man have 
not the spirit of Christ he is none of his. • . . Christ is in you.' * From this passajie 
some persons have been deceived into the opinion that the Spirit and Christ are identical. 
But what do we assert? That in this passage is declared the intimate relation of nature 
and not a confusion of persons. For there exists the Father having His existence perfect 
and independent, root and fountain of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. There exists also 
the Son living in full Godhead, Word and begotten offspring of the Father, independent. 
Full too is the Spirit, not part of another, but contemplated whole and perfect in Himself. 
The Son is inseparably conjoined with the Father and the Spirit with the Son. For there 
is nothing to divide nor to cut asunder the eternal conjunction. No age intervenes, nor 
yet can our soul entertain a thought of separation as though the Only -begotten were not 
ever with the Father, or the Holy Ghost not co-existent with the Son. Whenever then 
we conjoin the Trinity, be careful not to imagine the Three as parts of one undivided thing, 
but receive the idea of the undivided and common essence of three perfect incorporeal 
[existences]. Wherever is the presence of the Holy Spirit, there is the indwelling of 
Christ : wherever Christ is, there the Father is present. ' Know ye not that your body 
is the temple of the Holy Giiost which is in you ?' " • 

First of the Homilies on moral topics come I. and IL on Fasting. The former is of 
uncontested genuineness. Erasmus rejected the latter, but it is accepted without hesitation 
by Gamier, Maran and Ceillicr. and is said by the last named to be quoted as Basil's by 

^ohn of Damascus and Symeon Logothetes. From Homily L two passages are cited 
y St. Augustine against the Peliigians.* The text is Ps. Ixxx. 3. *' Reverence," says one 
passage,* ^^ the hoary head of fasting. It is cosval with mankind. Fasting was ordained 
in Paradise. The first injunction was delivered to Adam, 'Of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil thou shalt not eat.' * * Thou shalt not eat * is a law of fasting and 
abstinence." The general argument is rather against excess than in support of ceremonial 
abstinence. In Paraiiise there was no wine, no butchery of beasts, no eating of flesh. 
Wine came in after the flood. Noah became drunk because wine was new to him. So 
fasting is older than drunkenness. Esau was defiled, and made his brother's slave, for the 
sake of a single meal. It was fasting and prayer which gave Samuel to Hannah. Fasting 
brought forth Samson. . Fasting begets prophets, strengthens strong men. Fasting 
makes lawgivers wise, is the soul's safeguard, the body's trusty comrade, the armour of 
the champion, the training of the athlete. 

The conclusion is a warning against mere carnal abstinence.^ '* Beware of limiting the 
good of fasting to mere abstinence from meats. Real fasting is alienation from evil. 
* Loose the bands of wickedness.* • Forgive your neighbour the mischief he has done 
vou. Forgive him his trespasses against you. Do not 'fast for strife and debate.'* 
Vou do not devour flesh, but you devour your brother. You abstain from wine, but you 
indulge in outrages. You wait for evening before you take food, but you spend the day in 
the law courts. Wo to those wiio are 'drunken, but not with wine.' **^ Anger is the 
intoxication of the soul, and makes it out of its wits like wine. Drunkenness, too, is 
sorrow, and drowns our intelligence. Another drunkenness is needless fear. In a word, 
whatever passion makes the soul beside herself may be called drunkenness. . • . 
Dost thou know Whom thou art ordained to receive as thy guest? He Who has promised 
that He and His Father will come and make their abode with thee." Why do you allow 
drunkenness to enter in, and shut the door on the Lord ? Why allow the foe to come in 
and occupy your strongholds.' Drunkenness dare not receive the Lord ; it drives away the 

« John iv. S4. • I Cor. vi. 19. • » f 3. » « 10. • Is. Iviii. 4. »» cf, John xiv. 33. 

* Rom. Yiii. 9 and 10. < August, in Julian, i. iS. * Gen. iii. 17. • Is. Iviii. 6. »> Is. li. 21. 
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Spirit. Smoke drives away bees, and debauch drives away the gifts of the Spirit. . . • 
Wilt thou see the nobility of fasting? Compare this evening with to-morrow evening: 
thou wilt see the town turned from riot and disturbance to profound calm. Would that 
to-day might be like to-morrow in solemnity, and the morrow no less cheerful than to-day. 
May the Lord Who has brought us to this period of time grant to us, as to gladiators and 
wrestlers, that we may shew firmness and constancy in the beginning of contests, and may 
reach that day which is the Queen of Crowns ; that we may remember now the passion of 
salvation, and in the age to come enjoy the requital of our deeds in this life, in the just 
judgment of Christ." * 

Homily IV. on the giving of thanks (Trepl cvxapurTiag)^ is on text i Thess. v. i6. 
Our Lord, it is remarked, wept over Lazarus, and He called them that mourn 
blessed. How * is this to be reconciled with the charge " Rejoice alway "? *' Tears and 
joy have not a common origin. On the one hand, while the breath is held in round the 
heart, tears spontaneously gush forth, as at some blow, when an unforeseen calamity smites 
upon the soul. Joy on the other hand is like a leaping up of the soul rejoicing when things 
go well. Hence come different appearances of the body. The sorrowful are pale, livid, 
chilly. The habit of the joyous and cheerful is blooming and ruddy ; their soul all but leaps 
out of their body for gladness. On all this I shall say that the lamentations and tears of the 
saints were caused by their love to God. So, with their eyes ever fixed on the object of 
their love, and from hence gathering greater joy for themselves, they devoted themselves 
to the interests of their fellow-servants. Weeping over sinners, they brought them to better 
ways by their tears. But just as men standing safe on the seashore, while they feel for 
those who are drowning in the deep, do not lose their own safety in their anxiety for those 
in peril, so those who groan over the sins of their neighbours do not destroy their own 
proper cheerfulness. Nay, they rather increase it, in that, through their tears over their 
brother, they are made worthy of the joy of the Lord. Wherefore, blessed are they that 
weep ; blessed are they that mourn ; for they shall themselves be comforted ; they them- 
selves shall laugh. But by laughter is meant not the noise that comes out through the 
cheeks from the boiling of the blood, but cheerfulness pure and untainted with despondency. 
The Apostle allows us to weep with weepers, for this tear is made, as it were, a seed and 
loan to be repaid with everlasting joy. Mount in mind with me, and contemplate the con- 
dition of the angels ; see if any other condition becomes them but one of joy and gladness. 
It is for that they are counted worthy to stand beside God, and to enjoy the ineffable beauty 
and glory of our Creator. It is in urging us on to that life that the Apostle bids us always 
rejoice." 

The Homily contains an eloquent exhortation to Christian fortitude in calamity, and 
concludes with the charge to look beyond present grief to future felicity. *' Hast thou 
suffered dishonour? Look to the glory which through patience is laid up for thee in 
heaven. Hast thou sufllercd loss? Fix thine eyes on the heavenly riches, and on the treasure 
which thou hast put by for thyself through thy good works. Hast thou suffered exile? 
Thy fatherland is the heavenly Jerusalem. Hast thou lost a child? Thou hast angels, 
with whom thou shalt dance about the throne of God, and shalt be glad with everlasting 
joy. Set expected joys over against present griefs, and thus thou wilt preserve for thyself 
that calm and quiet of the soul whither the injunction of the Apostle calls us. Let not the 
briofhtness of human success fill thy soul with immoderate joy ; let not grief bring low thy 
souTs high and lofty exaltation through sadness and anguish. Thou must be trained in the 
lessons of this life before thou canst live the calm and quiet life to come. Thou wilt 
achieve this without diflSculty, if thou keep ever with thee the charge to rejoice alway. 
Dismiss the worries of the ffesh. Gather together the joys of the soul. Rise above the 
sensible perception of present things. Fix thy mind on the hope of things eternal. Of 
these the mere thought sufffices to fill the soul with gladness, and to plant in our hearts the 
happiness of angels." 

Homily VII., against the rich, follows much the same line of argument as VI. Two 
main considerations- are urged against the love of worldly wealth ; firstly, the thought of 
the day of judgment; secondly, the ffeeting and unstable nature of the riches themselves. 
The luxury of the fourth century, as represented by Basil, is much the same as the 
luxury of the nineteenth. 

*' I am filled with amazement," says the preacher, " at the invention of superffuities. 

^The scnnnn seems tri hnve been preached at the beginning of Lent, when Carsarea was Ktill suffering from Carnival 
indnlgences. Homily II. may be placed at a similar seaaonln another year. ' ( 4* 
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The vehicles are countless, some for conveying goods, others for carrying their owners; all 
covered with hrass and with silver. There are a vast number of horses, whose pedigrees 
are kept like men's, and their descent from noble sires recorded. Some are for carrying 
their haughty owners about the town, some are himters, some are hacks. Bits, girths, 
collars, are all of silver, all decked with gold. Scarlet cloths make the horses as gay as 
bridegrooms. There is a host of mules, distinguished by their colours, and their n^uleteers 
with them, one afler another, some before and some behind. Of other household servants 
the number is endless, who satisfy all the requirements of men's extravagance ; agents, 
stewards, gardeners, and craftsmen, skilled in every art that can minister to necessity or 
to enjoyment and luxury; cooks, confectioners, butlers, huntsmen, sculptors, painters, 
devisers and creators of pleasure of every kind. Look at the herds of camels, some for 
carriage, some for pasture ; troops of horses, droves of oxen, flocks of sheep, herds of 
swine, with their keepers, land to feed all these, and to increase men's riches by its pro- 
duce ; baths in town, baths in the country ; houses shining all over with every variety of 
marble, — some with stone of Phrygia, others with slabs of Spartan or Thessalian.* There 
must be some houses warm in winter,' and others cool in summer. The pavement is of 
mosaic, the ceiling gilded. If any part of the wall escapes the slabs, it is embellished with 
painted flowers. • • . You who dress your walls, and let your fellow-creatures go 
bare, what will you answer to the Judge? You who harness your horses with splendour, 
and despise your brother if he is ill-dressed ; who let your wheat rot, and will not feed the 
hungry; who hide your gold, and despise the distressed? And, if you have a wealth- 
loving wife, the plague is twice as bad. She keeps your luxury ablaze ; she increases your 
love of pleasure ; she gives the goad to your superHuous appetites ; her heart is set on stones, 
— pearls, emeralAs, and sapphires.' Gold she works and gold she weaves,^ and increases 
the mischief with never-ending frivolities. And her interest in all these things is no mere 
by-play : it is the care of night and day. Then what innumerable flatterers wait upon their 
idle wants I They must have their dyers of bright colours, their goldsmiths, their per- 
fumers, their weavers, their embroiderers. With all their behests they do not leave their 
husbands breathing time. No fortune is vast enough to satisfy a woman's wants, — no, 
not if it were to flow like a river I They are as eager for foreign perfumes as for oil from 
the market. They must have the treasures of the sea, shells and pinnas,* and more of 
them than wool from the sheep's back. Gold encircling precious stones serves now for an 
ornament for their foreheads, now for their necks. There is more gold in their girdles ; 
more gold fastens hands and feet. These gold-loving ladies are delighted to be bound by 
golden fetters, — only let the chain be eold ! When will the man have time to care for his 
soul, who has to serve a woman's fancies?" 

Homily VIII., on the Famine and Drought, belongs to the disastrous year 368. 
The circumstances of its delivery have already been referred to.* The text is Amos iii. 
8, ** The lion hath roared : who will not fear?" National calamity is traced to national 
sin, specially to neglect of the poor. Children, it appears,^ were allowed a holiday from 
school to attend the public services held to deprecate the divine wrath. Crowds of men, 
to whose sins the distress was more due than to the innocent children, wandered cheerfully 
about the town instead of coming to church. 

Homily X. is against the angry. Section 2 contains a description of the outward ap- 
pearance of the angry men. " About the heart of those who are eager to requite evil for 
evil, the blood boils as though it were stirred and sputtering by the force of fire. On the 
surface it breaks out and shews the angry man in other form, familiar and well known to 
all, as though it were changing a mask upon the stage. The proper and usual eyes of the 
angry man are recognized no more; his gaze is unsteady, and fires up in a moment. He 
whets his teeth like boars joining battle. His countenance is livid and suffused with 
blood. His body seems to swell. His veins are ruptured, as his breath struggles under 
the storm within. His voice is rough and strained. His speech — broken and falling from 
him at random — proceeds without distinction, without arrangement, and without meaning. 
When he is roused by those who are irritating him, like a flame with plenty of fuel, to an 
inextinguishable pitch, then, ahl then indeed the spectacle is indescribable and unen- 
durable. See the hands lifted against his fellows, and attacking every part of their bodies ; 

*■ A precious, red-streaked marble was qaarried in Phrygia. The Spartan or Taenarian was the kind known as vtrd^ 

K cf, Bekker, Gallus. p. i6, n. The taste for the ** Phry^fian stone ** was an old one. cf, Hor., Carm, III. i. 41. 

s The Cappadocian winters were severe, ef. Ep. cxxt.. cxcviii., cccxlix. 

* voxcvioiK. See L>. and S., #.9., and Kinfl^*s Antique GemSs 46. 

< /^. she most have omameiits of wmuirht gold and stuff embroidered with gold. 
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see the feet jumping without restraint on dangerous parts. See whatever comes to hand 
turned into a weapon for his mad frenzy. The record of the progress from words to 
wounds recalls familiar lines which probably Basil never read.^ Rage rouses strife ; strife 
begets abuse ; abuse, blows ; blows, wounds ; and from wounds often comes death." 

St. Basil, however, does not omit to notice * that there is such a thing as righteous in- 
dignation, and that we may '* be angry and sin not." " God forbid that we should turn into 
occasions for sin gifts given to us by the Creator for our salvation I Anger, stirred at the 
proper time and in the proper manner, is an efficient cause of manliness, patience, and 
endurance. • • . Anger is to be used as a weapon. So Moses, meekest of men, 
armed the hands of the Levites for the slaughter of their brethren, to punish idolatry. The 
wrath of Phinehas was justifiable. So was the wrath of Samuel against Agag. Thus, 
anger very often is made the minister of good deeds." 

Homily XL, against Envy, adduces the instances of Saul's envy of David, and that of 
the patriarchs against Joseph. It is pointed out that envy grows out of familiarity and 
proximity. "A man is envied of his neighlK)ur." ' The Scythian does not envy the 
Egyptian. Envy arises among fellow-c6untrymen. The remedy for this vice is to recog- 
nise the pettiness of the common objects of human ambition, and to aspire to eternal joys. 
If riches are a mere means to unrighteousness,* wo be to the rich man ! If they are a 
ministering to virtue, there is no room for envy, since the common advantages proceeding 
from them are open to all, — unless any one out of superfluity of wickedness envies himself 
his own good things! 

In Homily XIIL, on Holy Baptism, St. Basil combats an error which had naturally 
arisen out of the practice of postponing baptism. The delay was made an occasion of 
license and indulgence. St. Augustine* cites the homily as St. Chrysostom's, but the 
quotation has not weakened the general acceptance of the composition as Basirs, and as 
one of those referred to by Amphilochius.* Ceillier mentions its citation by the emperor 
Justinian.' It was apparently delivered at Easter. Baptism is good at all times.' "Art 
thou a young man? Secure thy youth by the bridle of baptism. Has thy prime passed 
by? Do not be deprived of thy viaticum. Do not lose thy safeguard. Do not think of 
the eleventh hour as of the first. It is fitting that even at the beginning of life we should 
have the end in view.' 

'' Imitate* the eunuch. '° He found one to teach him. He did not despise instruction. 
The rich man made the poor man mount into his chariot. The illustrious and the great 
welcomed the undistinguished and the small. When he had been taught the gospel of the 
kingdom, he received the faith in his heart, and did not put off the seal of the Spirit." 

Homily XIV., against Drunkards,* has the special interest of being originated by a 
painful incident which it narrates. The circumstances may well be compared with those 
of the scandal caused by the deacon Glycerius." Easter day, remarks St. Basil, is a day 
when decent women ought to have been sitting in their homes, piously reflecting on future 
judgment. Instead of this, certain wanton women, forgetful of the fear of God, flung their 
coverings from their heads, despising God, and in contempt of His angels, lost to all shame 
before the gaze of men, shaking their hair, trailing their tunics, sporting with their feet, 
with immodest glances and unrestrained laughter, went olf into a wild dance. They in- 
vited all the riotous youth to follow them, and kept up their dances in the Basilica of the 
Martyrs, before the walls of Caesarea, turning hallowed places into the workshop of their 
unseemliness. They sang indecent songs, and befouled the ground with their unhallowed 
tread. They got a crowd of lads to stare at them, and left no madness undone. On this 
St. Basil builds a stirring temperance sermon. Section 6 contains a vivid picture of a 
drinking bout, and Section 7 describes the sequel. The details are evidently not imaginary. 

" Sorrowful sight for Christian eyes! A man in the prime of life, of powerful frame, 
of high rank in the army, is carried furtively home, because he cannot stand upright, and 
travel on his own feet. A man who ought to be a terror to our enemies is a laughing 
stock to the lads in the streets. He is smitten down by no sword — slain by no foe. A 
military man, in the bloom of manhood, the prey of wine, and ready to suffer any fate his 
foes may choose I Drunkenness is the ruin of reason, the destruction of strength ; it is un- 
timely old age ; it is, for a short time, death. 

" What are drunkards but the idols of the heathen ? They have eyes and see not, ears and 

t yurgia proluduni : ted mox H focnla torque* 
SaMcius, ei rubra aettrges vulnera mappa. Tot-, Sai, ▼. a6. 
• f 6. • Ecc ir. 4. « 5 5. » Im Julian, vi. • Oroi. li. "* Come. ▼. p. 66S. • j 5. • f 6. 
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hear not.* Their hands are helpless ; their feet dead." The whole Homily is forcible. It 
is quoted by Isidore of Pelusium,* and St. Ambrose seems to have been acquainted with it.' 

Homily XX., on Humility, urges the folly of Adam, in sacrificing eternal blessings to 
his ambition, and the example of St. Paul in glorying only in the Lord.* 

Pharaoh, Goliath, and Abimelech are instanced. St. Peter is cited for lack of 
humility in being sure that he of all men will be true to the death. 

** No detail can be neglected * as too insignificant to help us in ridding ourselves of pride. 
The soul grows lilce its practices, and is formed and fashioned in accordance with its con- 
duct. Your appearance, your dress, your gait, your chair, your style of meals, your bed 
and bedding, your house and its contents, should be all arranged with a view to cheapness. 
Your talk, your songs, your mode of greeting your neighbour, should look rather to 
moderation than to ostentation. Give me, I beg, no elaborate arguments in your talk, no 
surpassing sweetness in your singing, no vaunting and wearisome discussions. In all 
things try to avoid bigness. Be kind to your friend, gentle to your servant, patient with 
the impudent, apiiable to the lowly. Console the afflicted, visit the distressed, despise 
none. Be agreeable in address, cheerful in reply, ready, accessible to all. Never sing 
your own praises, nor get other people to sing them. Never allowing any uncivil com- 
munication, conceal as far as possible your own superiority." • 

Homily XXL, on disregard of the things of this world, was preached out of St. BnsiTs 
diocese, very probably at Satala in 372.^ The second part* is in reference to a fire which 
occurred in the near neighbourhood of the church on the previous evening. 

"Once more the fiend has shewn his fury against us, has armed himself with fiame of 
fire, and has attacked the precincts of the church. Once more our common mother lias 
won the day, and turned back his devices on himself. He has done nothing but advertise 
his hatred. . . . How do you not suppose the devil must be groaning to-day at the 
failure of his projected attempt.' Our enemy lighted his fire close to the church that he 
might wreck our prosperity. The flames raised on every side by his furious blasts were 
streaming over all they could reach; they fed on the air round about; they were being 
driven to touch the shrine, and to involve us in the common ruin ; but our Saviour turned 
them back on him who had kindled them, and ordered his madness to fall on himself. 
The congregation who have happily escaped are urged to live worthily of their pre- 
servation, shining like pure gold out of the furnace." 

Homily XXII., which is of considerable interest, on the study of pagan literature, is 
really not a homily at all.* It is a short treatise addressed to the young on their educa- 
tion. It would seem to have been written in the Archbishop's later years, unless the 
experience of which he speaks may refer rather to his earlier experience, alike as a student 
and a teacher* 

No source of instruction can be overlooked in the preparation for the great battle 
of life,** and there is a certain advantage to be derived from the right use of heathen 
writers. The illustrious Moses is described as training his intellect in the science of the 
Egyptians, and so arriving at the contemplation of Him Who is." So in later days Daniel 
at Babylon was wise in the Chaldean philosophy, and ultimately apprehended the divine 
instruction. But granted that such heathen learning is not useless, the question remains 
how you are to participate in it. To begin with the poets. Their utterances are of very 
various kinds, and it will not be well to give attention to all without exception. When 
they narrate to you the deeds and the words of good men, admire and copy them, and 
strive diligently to be like them. When they come to bad men, shut your ears, and avoid 
imitating them, like Ulysses fleeing from the sirens' songs.** Familiarity with evil words 
is a sure road to evil deeds, wherefore every possible precaution must be taken to prevent 
our souls from unconsciously imbibing evil influences through literary gratification, like 
men who take poison in honey. We shall not therefore praise the poets when they revile 
and mock, or when they describe licentious, intoxicated characters, when they define happi- 
ness as consisting in a laden table and dissolute ditties. Least of all shall we attend to the 

« Ph. cxv. 5. • I Ep. Ixi. » Dt Eh. et ft junto, c. iS. * i Cor. i. 30, 31. » § 7. 

* Here seTeral tonches remind as of Theophrastus. ef. Char, xziii. and zziv. 
» Ceillicr, VI. viii. a. "19. 

• It has often been separately nublished. In t6oo it was included bv Martin Haynoccius in an Enchiridion Ethicum, 
eoatainins: also Plutarch's two tract* on the education of hovs and the study of the poets, with which it is interestins;- to com- 
pare it. Grotius published it with Plutarch's De Legendis Poetis at Pans in 1623. They were also published to^^ethcr by 
Arrhbi»hop Potter at Oxford id 169 1. ^^ f a. 

11 rov orrtK. The highest heathen philosophy strove to reach the neuter ih ok. The revelation of Jehovah is of the 
masculine o mv, who communicates with his creatures, and says cyw ct^t. 
" Horn., Od, xii. 158. ef. Letter i. p. 109. 
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poets when they are talking about the gods, specially when their talk is of many gods, 
and those in mutual disagreement. For among them brother is at variance with brother, 
parent against children, and children wage a truceless war against parents. The gods' 
adulteries and amours and unabashed embraces, and specially those of Zeus, whom they 
describe as the chief and highest of them all, — things which could not be told without 
a blush of brutes, — all this let us leave to actors on the stage.* 

I must make the same remark about historians, specially when they write merely to 
please. And we certainly shall not follow rhetoricians in the art of lying. ... I 
have been taught by one well able to understand a poet's mind that with Homer all his 
poetry is praise of virtue, and that in him all that is not mere accessory tends to this end. 
A marked instance of this is his description of the prince of the JCephallenians saved 
naked from shipwreck. No sooner did he appear than the princess viewed him with 
reverence; so far was she from feeling anything like shame at seeing him naked and 
alone, since his virtue stood him in the stead of clothes.' Afterwards he was of so much 
estimation among the rest of the Phaeacians that they abandoned the pleasures amid 
which they lived, all looked up to him and imitated him, and not a man of the Phseacians 
prayed for anything more eagerly than that he might be Ulysses, — a mere waif saved from 
shipwreck. Herein my friend said that he was the interpreter of the poet's mind ; that 
Homer all but said aloud. Virtue, O men, is what you have to care for. Virtue swims 
out with the shipwrecked sailor, and when he is cast naked on the coast, virtue makes him 
more noble than the happy Phseacians. And truly this is so. Other belongings are 
not more the property of their possessors than of any one else. They are like dice flung 
hither and thither in a game. Virtue is the one possession which cannot be taken away, 
and remains with us alike alive and dead. 

It is in this sense that I think Solon said to the rich, 

'AXA' iipLtl^ avrol^ cv diafui^fteBa 

Tyg aper^g rbv nXovrov iirel rb fuv ifiire^ov aiei, 

Xp^fiara d* av0p6irijv iXXore d^Aof i;t^<.' 

Similar to these are the lines of Theognis,* in which he says that God (whatever 
he means by ^' God") inclines the scale to men now one way and now another, and so at 
one moment they are rich, and at another penniless. Somewhere too in his writings 
Prodicus, the Sophist of Chios, has made similar reflexions on. vice and virtue, to 
whom attention may well be paid, for he is a man by no means to be despised. So far as 
I recollect his sentiments, they are something to this eflect. I do not remember the exact 
words, but the sense, in plain prose, was as follows: * 

Once upon a time, when Hercules was quite young, and of just about the same age as 
yourselves, he was debating within himself which of the two ways he should choose, the one 
leading through toil to virtue, the other which is the easiest of all. There approached him 
two women. They were Virtue and Vice, and though they said not a word they straight- 
way shewed by their appearance what was the difference between them. One was tricked 
out to present a fair appearance with every beautifying art. Pleasure and delights were 
shed around her and she led close after her innumerable enjoyments like a swarm of bees. 
She showed them to Hercules, and, promising him yet more and more, endeavoured to 
attract him to her side. The other, all emaciated and squalid, looked earnestly at the lad, 
and spoke in quite another tone. She promised him no ease, no pleasure, but toils, labours, 
and perils without number, in every land and sea. She told him that the reward of all 
this would be that he should become a god (so the narrator tells it). This latter Her- 
cules followed even to the death. Perhaps all those who have written anything about 
wisdom, less or more, each according to his ability^ have praised Virtue in their writings. 

1 This shews that the shameless and cruel exhibitions of earlier days had not died out even in the fourth century, cf. 
Suetonius, A/lero xl., xii., Terlullian. Apol. 15. On the whole subject, see Bp. Lij-htfoot's note on St. Clem. Rom., £^, ad 
Cor. vi., where Aa^atdcc koX ^pxai, is probably a misreading for ytdyiin^ vaiSio-xoi. He refers for illustrations to Friedliuider, 
Sittm^esckickU Roms, ii. 314. * Od. vi. 13c ir.r.A. 

* These lines are attributed to Solon by Pintarch, in the tract irwf av nc inr txOfiiv m^Xolro^ but they occur arofMig^ the 
eletciac "^«0iMir" of Theognis, lines .^16-31$. Fronton du Due in his notes on the liomiites points out that they are also 
quoted in Plutarch's life of Solon. Basil was well acquainted with Plutarch, (c/. references in the notes to the Ifejta^ m ero M .) 

* The lines are : 

Zcvf yap TOi rh rdXavrov «iripp^et aXXort oAAak 

'AAAorc laiy wkovrtlr, oAAorc 6' ov6iv cx'w. Theog. 157. 

■The story of 7%e Choice of HercnUs used to be called, from Prodicus (of Ceos, not Chios) Hercules Prodicius. 
Suidas says that the title of the work auoted was Ooai. The allegory is s^iven at length in Xenophon*s Memorabilia (II. i. ai) 
in Dion Cnrysostom's Regnum^ and ta Cicero (/>r Officiis i. 3a), wno refers to Xeoophoa. It is imitated in the Sommium of 
Lucian . 
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These must be obeyed, and the effort made to show forth their teaching in the conduct of 
life. For he alone is wise who confirms in act the philosophy which in the rest goes no 
farther than words. They do but flit like shadows ' 

It is as thoflgh some painter had represented a sitter as a marvel of manly beauty, and 
then he were to be in reality what the artist had painted on the panel. But to utter 
glorious eulogies on virtue in pubhc, and make long speeches about it, while in private 
putting pleasure before continence and giving gain higher honour than righteousness, is 
conduct which seems to me illustrated by actors on the stage : they enter as monarchs and 
magnates, when they are neither monarchs nor magnates, and perhaps even are only 
slaves. A singer could never tolerate a lyre that did not match his voice, nor a coryphaeus 
a chorus that did not chant in tune. Yet every one will be inconsistent with himself, and 
will fail to make his conduct agree with his words. The tongue has sworn, but the heart 
has never sworn, as Euripides* has it; and a man will aim at seeming, rather than at being, 
good. Nevertheless, if we may believe Plato, the last extreme of iniquity is for one to seem 
just without being just.' This then is the way in which we are to receive writings which 
contain suggestions of good deeds. And since the noble deeds of men of old are preserved 
for our benefit either by tradition, or in the works of poets and historians, do not let us 
miss the good we may get from them. For instance : a man in the street once pursued 
Pericles with abuse, and persisted in it all day. Pericles took not the slightest notice. 
Evening fell, and darkness came on, and even then he could hardly be persuaded to 
give over. Pericles lighted him home, for fear this exercise in philosophy might be 
lost.* Again : once upon a time a fellow who was angry with Euclid of Megara threatened 
him with death, and swore at him. Euclid swore back that he would appease him, 
and calm him in spite of his rage.* A man once attacked Socrates the son of Sophro- 
niscus and struck him again and again in the face. Socrates made no resistance, but 
allowed the drunken fellow to take his fill of frenzy, so that his face was all swollen 
and bloody from the blows. When the assault was done, Socrates, according to the story, 
did nothing besides writing on his forehead, as a sculptor might on a statue, " This is so 
and so's doing."* 

This was his revenge. Where conduct, as in this case, is so much on a par with 
Christian conduct,' I maintain that it is well worth our while to copy these great men. 
The behaviour of Socrates on this occasion is akin to the precept that we are by no 
means to take revenge, but to turn the other cheek to the smiter. So the conduct of 
Pericles and Euclid matches the commands to put up with persecutors, and to 
bear their wrath with meekness, and to invoke not cursing V>ut blessing on our enemies. 
He who has been previously instructed in these examples will no longer regard the precepts 
as impracticable. I should like, too, to instance the conduct of Alexander, when he had 
captured the daughters of Darius.* Their beauty is described as extraordinary, and 
Alexander would not so much as look at them, for he thought it shameful that a conqueror 
of men should be vanquished by women. This is of a piece with the statement that he 
who looks at a woman impurely, even though he do not actually commit the act of adultery 
with her, is not free from its guilt, because he has allowed lust to enter his heart. Then 
there is the case of Clinias, the follower of Pythagoras; it is diflficult to believe this is a case 
of accidental, and not intentional, imitation of our principles.* What of him? He might 
have escaped a fine of three talents by taking an oath, but he preferred to pay rather than 
swear, and this when he would have sworn truly. He appears to me to have heard of the 
* precept which orders us to swear not at all.'* To return to the point with which I began. 
We must not take everything indiscriminately, but only what is profitable. It would be 

* ef, Horn., Od, x, 494t where it is said of Teiresias : 

0(«p wtnvvoBaf rol M aiciai atwovcri. 

'Bur., ffip^ytms, 6ia: ^ yKSt^rv* hpkvtiiox 4 ^^ ^ph^ ai'wfiorof, the famous line which Aristophanes made fun of in 
Tketmopkon'axMut, 375. 

* Prontnn du Due notes that Basil has taken this allasion tn Plato from Plutarch's tract, flow to distinguish between 
Ftatterer and Friend^ j}. ^o: m^ yaa 6 XWar^v ^170-iv co-xanrr a3t«ia« eT^ai itKtlv JiKatoi^ m>? ovra. * Plut., l*ericles* 

* Plut., /V Ira Coiibenda, when the story is told of a brother. The a^^greHSor says airoAoiVi)v ci fii) (tc rifjLiapfiffaitnijv. 
The rejo:nder is iyi» Si ctirnAo- ui^i^ ct titi trt wfia-aiiat. 

* 'iroi«i in Greek will of coarse stand for '* made it,*' like our *' koc fecit,** or '* did it." Du Due ^ives authority for the 
use of thelmp. from PoHtian. 

' rtl% nM«rc>oi«. • rf. Plutarch, Alex, and Arrian. II. xii. 

* Clinias was a contemporary of Plato (Dioe. Laert. Ix. 40). 

^* St. Basil can hardly imaij^ine that Clinias lived after Christ; yet OldTestiment prohibitions are against false swearinsr 
only. Possibly the third commandment and such a pas^ai^e as T^v. xix. la, may have been in his mind. If Clinias had lived 
sorae half a millennium later there seems no reason why he should not have saved himself three talents by using th« words of 
the At>ostIe in a Cor. xi. 31. 
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shameful for us in the case of food to reject the injurious, and at the same time, in the 
case of lessons, to take no account of what keeps the soul alive, but, like mountain 
streams^ to sweep in everything that happens to be in our way. The sailor does not trust 
himself to the mercy of the winds, but steers his boat to the port; the archer aims at his 
mark ; the smith and the carpenter keep the end of the crafts in view. What sense is 
there in our shewing ourselves inferior to these craftsmen, though we are quite able to 
understand our own affairs? In mere handicrafts is there some object and end in labour, 
and is there no aim in the life of man, to which any one ought lo look who means to 
live a life better than the brutes'? Were no intelligence lo be sitting at the tiller of 
our souls, we should be dashed up and down in the voyage of life like boats that have 
no ballast. It is just as with competitions in athletics, or, if you like, in music. In 
competitions mere crowns are offered for prizes, there is always training, and no one in 
training for wrestling or the pancration * practises the harp or flute. Certainly not Poly- 
damas, who before his contests at the Olympic games used to make chariots at full speed 
stand still, and so kept up his strength.* Milo, too, could not be pushed off his greased 
shield, but, pushed as he was, held on as tightly as statues fastened by lead.' In one 
word, training was the preparation for these feats. Suppose they had neglected the dust and 
' the gymnasia, and had given their minds to the strains of Marsyas or Olympus, the Phry- 
gians,* they would never have won crowns or glory, nor escaped ridicule for their bodily 
incapacity. On the other hand Timotheus did not neglect harmony and spend his time in 
the wrestling schools. Had he done so it would never have been his lot to surpass all the 
world in music, and to have attained such extraordinary skill in his art as to be able to 
rouse the soul by his sustained and serious melody, and then again relieve and sooth it 
by his softer strains at his good pleasure. By this skill, when once he sang in 
Phrygian strains to Alexander, he is said to have roused the king to arms in the 
middle of a banquet, and then by gentler music to have restored him to his boon com- 
panions.* So great is the importance, alike in music and in athletics, in view of the 
object to be attained, of training. 

To us are held out prizes whereof the marvellous number and splendour are beyond 
the power of words to tell. Will it be possible for those who are fast asleep, and live a 
life of indulgence, to seize them without an effort?' If so, sloth would have been of great 
price, and Sardanapahis would have been esteemed especially happy, or even Mar- 
gites, if you like, who is said by Homer to have neither ploughed nor dug, nor done any 
useful work, — if indeed Homer wrote this. Is there not rather truth in the saying of 
Pittacus,' who said that '* It is hard to be good? "... 

We must not be the slaves of our bodies, except where we are compelled. Our best 
provision must be for the soul. We ought by means of philosophy to release her from 
fellowship with all bodily appetites as we might from a dungeon, and at the same time 
make our bodies superior to our appetites. We should, for instance, supply our bellies 
with necessaries, not with dainties like men whose minds are set on cooks and table 
arrangers, and who. search through every land and sea, like the tributaries of some stern 
despot, much to be pitied for their toil. Such men are really suffering pains as intolerable 
as the torments of hell, carding into a fire,* fetching water in a sieve, pouring into a tub 
with holes in it, and getting nothing for their pains. To pay more than necessary attention 
to our hair and dress is, as Diogenes phrases it, the part either of the unfortunate or of the 
wicked. To be finely dressed, and to have the reputation of being so, is to my mind quite 
as disgraceful as to play the harlot or to plot against a neighbour's wedlock. What does 
it matter to a man with any sense, whether he wears a grand state robe, or a common cloak, 

> 1^. wrestling and bozinj^ together. « Pans. VI. v. cf. Per*., Sai, 1. 4. » Pans. VI. xlv. 

« Marsvas, the unhappy rival of ApoUo, was said to be a native of Celaenae in Phrygia. Olympus was a pupil of MarsTas 
(Sekol. in Aristopk. Eq. 9). By Plutarch {Mus. xi.) he is called apxi)ybf r^c 'EAAip^tx^c ical icoAi^f /aovo^ik^c. cf. Arist., Jol. 
VIII. V. 16. 

* cf. Cic, Legg. ii. i<, Plutarch, De Mu*. There are two Timothei of musical fame, one anterior to Alexiinder. It will be 
remembered that in Drvden's Alexander's Feast " the king seized a flambeau with zeal to destroy," after the " Lydian 
measures " had *• soothed his soul to pleasures** 

* Ut., who sleep with both ears, to seize with one hand (idiom for sleeping soundly, cf. Aul. Cell. ii. 23, who quotes 
iv ii}i.^orio<tv KuBtOStiv from Menander). 

7 Of Mttylene, cf. Arist., Pol, III. xiv. 9, and Diog. Laert. I. iv., who mentions Simonides* quotation of the maxim of 
the text' Kyipa ayaBity i.KaBit»x y*y4<r$ai, xaAcirb*', t6 Uirreuceiov. 

* etf irvp (aiytyrtst i.e. labouring in vain. cf. Plat., Legg' 7S0 c. The ordinary rendering to " flog fire," adopted by 
Brasmus {^Adag, Chil, i., Cemtur. iv.), seems wrong, cf. Bekkor on the phrase in Plato. 



PROLEGOMENA. Ixix 



so long as it serves to keep off heat and cold ? In other matters necessity is to be the rule, 
and the body is only to be so far regarded as is good for the soul/ 



» 



Similar precepts are urged, with further references and allusions to Pythagoras, the 
Corybantes, Solon, Diogenes, Pythius, the rich man who feasted Xerxes on his way to 
Greece, Pheidias, Bias, Polycletus, Archilochus, and Tithonus.* 

It is suggestive to compare the wealth of literary illustration in this little tract with 
the severe restrictions which Basil imposes on himself in his homilies for delivery in church, 
where nothing but Scripture is allowed to appear. In studying the sermons, it might be 
supposed that Basil read nothing but the Bible. In reading the treatise on heathen authors, 
but for an incidental allusion Jto David and Methuselah, it might be supposed that he spent 
all his spare time over his old school and college authors. 

(iii) The Panegyrical Homilies are five in number. 

Homily V. is on Julitta, a lady of Csesarea martyred in 306, and commemorated on 
July 30. (In the Basilian menology, July 31.) Her property being seized by an iniqui- 
tous magistrate, she was refused permission to proceed with a suit for restitution unless she 
abjured Christianity. On her refusal to do this she was arraigned and burned. She is 
described as having said that women no less than men were made after the image of God ; 
that women as well as men were made by their Creator capable of manly virtue ; that it 
took bone as well as flesh to make the woman, and that constancy, fortitude, and endurance 
are as womanly as they are manly. 

The homily, which recommends patience and cheerfulness in adversity, contains a pas- 
sage of great beauty upon prayer. '* Ought we to pray without ceasing? Is it possible to 
obey such a command? These are questions which I see you are ready to ask. I will 
endeavour, to the best of my ability, to defend the charge. Prayer is a petition for good 
addressed by the pious to God. But we do not rigidly confine our petition to words. Nor 
yet do we imagine that God requires to be reminded by speech. He knows our needs even 
though we ask Him not. What do I say then? I say that we must not think to make our 
prayer complete by syllables. The strength of prayer lies rather in the purpose of our 
soul and in deeds of virtue reaching every part and moment of our life. * Whether yc 
eat,' it is said, * or drink, or whatever ye do, do all to the glory of God." As thou takest 
thy seat at table, pray. As thou liftcst the loaf, offer thanks to the Giver. When thou 
sustainest thy bodily weakness with wine, remember Him Who supplies thee with this gift, 
to make thy heart glad and to comfort thy infirmity. Has thy need for taking food passed 
away? Let not the thought of thy Benefactor pass away too. As thou art putting on thy 
tunic, thank the Giver of it. As thou wrappest thy cloak about thee, feel yet greater love 
to God, Who alike in summer and in winter has given us coverings convenient for us, at 
once to preserve our life, and to cover what is unseemly. Is the day done? Give thanks 
to Him Who has given us the sun for our daily work, and has provided for us a fire to light 
up the night, and to serve the rest of the needs of life. Let night give the other occasions 
of prayer. When thou lookest up to heaven and gazest at the beauty of the stars, pray to 
the Lord of the visible world ; pray to God the Arch-artificer of the universe. Who in wisdom 
hath made them all. When thou seest all nature sunk in sleep, then again worship Him 
Who gives us even against our wills release from the continuous strain of toil, and by a 
short refreshment restores us once again to the vigour of our strength. Let not night her- 
self be all, as it were, the special and peculiar property of sleep. Let not half thy life be 
useless through the senselessness of slumber. Divide the time of night between sleep and 
prayer. Nay, let thy slumbers be themselves experiences in piety ; for it is only natural 
that our sleeping dreams should be for the most part echoes of the anxieties of the day. 
As have been our conduct and pursuits, so will inevitably be our dreams. Thus wilt thou 
pray without ceasing; if thou prayest not only in words, but unitest thyself to God through 
all the course of life and so thy life be made one ceaseless and uninterrupted prayer." 

Barlaam, the subject of Homily XVII.,* was martyred under Diocletian, either at 
Antioch or at Caesarea. The ingenuity of his tormentors conceived the idea of compel- 
ling him to fling the pinch of incense to the gods by putting it, while burning, into his 
hand, and forcing him to hold it over the altar. The fire fought with the right hand, and 
the fire proved the weaker. The fire burned through the hand, but the hand was firm. 
The martyr might say, '* Thou hast holden me by my right hand. Thou shalt guide me 

* Herod, rii. ai . • i Cor. x. ii , 

• Supposed bj tome to be not Basil's, but Chrysostom*s. cf. Cefllier, Iv. p. 53. 
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with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to gloty." * The homily concludes with an 
apostrophe to the painters of such scenes. '^ Up, I charge you, ye famous painters of the 
martyrs* struggles ! Adorn by your art the mutilated figure of this officer of our army ! I 
have made but a sorry picture of the crowned hero. Use all your skill and all your 
colours in his honour." 

This was taken at the second Council of Nicosa as proof of an actual painting.' 
Homily XVIII. is on the martyr Gordius, who was a native of Cssarea, and was 
degraded from his rank of centurion when Licinius removed Christians from the army. 
Gordius retired into the wilderness, and led the life of an anchorite. One day there was a 
great festival at Caesarea in honour of Mars. There were to be races in the theatre, and 
thither the whole population trooped. Not a Jew, not a heathen, was wanting. No small 
company of Christians had joined the crowd, men of careless life, sitting in the assembly 
of folly, and not shunning the counsel of the evil-doers, to see the speed of the horses and the 
skill of the charioteers. Masters had given their slaves a holiday. Even boys ran from 
their schools to the show. There was a multitude of common women of the lower ranks. 
The stadium was packed, and every one was gazing intently on the races. Then that 
noble man, great of heart and great of courage, came down from the uplands into the 
theatre. He took no thought of the mob. He did not heed how many hostile hands he 
met. • . . In a moment the whole theatre turned to stare at the extraordinary sight. 
The man looked wild and savage. From his long sojourn in the mountains his head was 
squalid, his beard long, his dress filthy. His body was like a skeleton. He carried a 
stick and a wallet. Yet there was a certain grace about him, shining from the unseen all 
around him. He was recognised. A great shout arose. Those who shared his faith 
clapped for joy, but the enemies of the truth urged the magistrate to put in force the 
penalty he had incurred, and condemned him beforehand to die. Then an universal 
shouting arose all round. Nobody looked at the horses — nobody at the charioteers* The 
exhibition of the chariots was mere idle noise. Not an eye but was wholly occupied with 
looking at Gordius, not an ear wanted to hear anything but his words. Then a confused 
murmur, running like a wind through all the theatre, sounded above the din of the course. 
Heralds were told to proclaim silence. The pipes were hushed, and all the band stopped 
in a moment. Gordius was being listened to ; Gordius was the centre of all eyes, and in 
a moment he was dragged before the magistrate who presided over the games. With a 
mild and gentle voice the magistrate asked him his name, and whence he came. He told 
his country, his family, the rank he had held, the reason for his flight, and his return. 
** Here I am," he cried ; '* ready to testify by deed to the contempt in which I hold your 
orders, and my faith in the God in whom I have trusted. For I have heard that you are 
inferior to few in cruelty. This is why I have chosen this time in order to carry out my 
wishes." With these words he kindled the wrath of the governor like a fire, and roused 
all his fury against himself. The order was given, *' Call the lictors ; where are the plates 
of lead? Where are the scourges? Let him be stretched upon a wheel; let him be 
wrenched upon the rack ; let the instruments of torture be brought in ; make ready the 
beasts, the nre, the sword, the cross. What a good thing for the villain that he can die 
only once I " * " Nay," replied Gordius, *' what a bad thing for me that I cannot die for 
Christ again and again 1 " • . . 



All the town crowded to the spot where the martrydom was to be consummated. 
Gordius uttered his last words. Death is the common lot of man. As we must all die, 
let us through death win life. Make the necessary voluntary. Exchange the earthly for 
the heavenly. He then crossed himself, he stepped forward for the fatal blow, without 
changing colour or losing his cheerful mien. It seemed as though he were not going to 
meet an executioner, but to yield himself into the hands of angels.^ 

Homily XIX. is on the Forty Soldier Martyrs of Sebaste, who were ordered by the 
officers of Licinius, A.D. 320, to offer sacrifice to the heathen idols, and, at their refusal, 
were plunged for a whole night into a frozen pond in the city, in sight of a hot bath on the 
brink. One man's faith and fortitude failed him. He rushed to the relief of the shore, 

1 Ps. Ixxiii. 33, 34. ' Labbe vii. 37a. ef, Chrys. Horn, Ixxiii. 

* aAAd vAp oui icep^i^t, ^y^i.¥^ aira$ unvov avoSt^i^TKiav. Gamier seems to have completely missed the force of this 
exclamation in the explanation in a note. ** Judtx hoc dicere voUbat^ qutm fructum rtferet ev sua pertiHacia^ si semel mor- 
tuusfnerit; nequt enim in kanc vilam rursMS redihit^ ejus utgamdiis perfmatur^ meqme iamtn ulla alia vita est,** 

* For the tortures and modes of execution eaamerated, Da Dae compares Aristoph., Pax, 45a, Chrysost., Z># Lueiauo 
Marty re, and Nicephorus vi. 14. 
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plunged into the hot water, and died on the spot. One of the executioners had stood 
warming himself and watching the strange scene. He had seemed to see angels coining 
down from heaven and distributing gifts to all the band but one. When the sacred number 
of forty was for the moment broken the officer flung oflf his clothes, and sprang into the 
freezing pond with the cry, ** I am a Christian." Judas departed. Matthias took his 
place. • • • 

What trouble wouldst thou not have taken to find one to pray for thee to the Lord I 
Here are forty, praying with one voice. Where two or three are gathered together in the 
name of the Lord, there is He in the midst. Who doubts His presence in the midst of 
forty? The afflicted flees to the Forty; the joyous hurries to them ; the former, that he 
may find relief from his troubles; the latter, that his blessings may be preserved. Here a 
pious woman is found beseeching for her children ; she begs for the return of her absent 
husband, or for his health if he be sick. Let your supplications be made with the martyrs. 
Let young men imitate their fellows. Let fathers pray to be fathers of like sons. Let 
mothers learn from a good mother. The mother of one of these saints saw the rest over- 
come by the cold, and her son, from his strength or his constancy, yet alive. The execu- 
tioners had left him, on the chance of his having changed his mind. She herself lifted 
him in her arms, and placed him on the car in which the rest were being drawn to the 
pyre, a veritable martyr's mother.* 

The last of the Panegyrical Homilies (XXIIL) is on Saint Mamas, commemorated on 
September 2 by the Greeks, and on August 17 by the Latins. He is said to have been a 
shepherd martyred at Caesarea in 274 in the persecution of Aurelian. Sozomen (v. 2) 
relates that when the young princes Julian and Gallus were at the castle of Macellum • 
they were engaged in building a church in the martyr's honour, and that Julian's share in 
the work never prospered.* The homily narrates no details concerning the saint, and 
none seem to be known. It does contain a more direct mention of a practice of invoca- 
tion. There is a charge to all who have enjoyed the martyr in dreams to remember him ; to 
all who have met with him in the church, and have found him a helper in their prayers; 
to all those whom he has aided in their doings, when called on by name.* The conclusion 
contains a summary of the Catholic doctrine concerning the Son. *' You have been told 
before, and now you are being told again, ' In the beginning was the Word,'* to prevent 
your supposing that the Son was a being generated after the manner of men,' from His hav- 
ing^ come forth out of the non-existent. * Word ' is said to you, because of His impassi- 
bility. *Was' is said because of His being beyond time. He says * beginning' to 
conjoin the Begotten with His Father. You have seen how the obedient sheep hears 
a master's voice. * In the beginning,' and ' was,* and * Word.' Do not go on to say, 

» The name of this Tounsrest of the Forty U given as McHto {D.C.B, s.v.). They are commemorated on March o in the 
Roman Kalendor of Gregory Xlll. and the Menology of Basil ; on March lo in the Ko'mun Mart, of Bened. XIV. ; on the i ith 
in the old Roman KaK, and on M.irch i6 in the Armenian. The leji^end of the discovery of some of their relics is given in 
Soxomrn ix. a. Others were obtained for the church built in their honour at Annesi. {cf. p. xiv.) Two doctrinal points come 
out in this homily, (a) The officer who took the place of Melito is said to have been baniized, not in water but in hin own blood 
(§ 7). Here is martyrdom represented as the equivalent of baptism, {h) The stage arrived at in the progress of Christian senti- 
ment towards the invocation of departed saints is indicated. Garnier, the Jesuit, writes in the margin of the pHSsa^e quoted 
above, Imvocantnr martyres ; and Ceillier notes, // reconnait que Us prieres des martyrs peuvent beaucoMp nous aider auprts 
de Diem, But in this partiralar passage the idea of ** fleeing to the Forty " seems to be n it fleeing to them to ask for iiieir 
prayers, but fleeing to the shrine to pray in company with them. It is rather the fellowship than the intercession oi the saints 
which is sought, intra, fiapruptav yiyfcirtft* rl airi/xara i/§ji'i»y. Let your reouests be made not to but with the martvrs. In the 
Homily on St. Mamas, the next in order, the expressions are less equivocal. At the same time it must be remarked tliat with St. 
Basil the invcication and the intercession ure local. In the De Sp, Scto, (chap, xxiii. p. 31) a significant contrast is drawn 
between the ubiquity of the Holy Ghost and the limited and local action of angels. And if of an^eU, so of saints. The saints 
who have departed this life are thought of as accessible at the shrines where their relics rest. but. if we apply the analogy of 




say so (tK 111 r>\xiyp^r rovro tiwtiv)^ that the saints, being nearer to Gmfand having put off the fetters of the flesh, have more 
avail with Him tlian when on earth (Orat. xix. p. aaS). In all these he does not appear to have j^rone further tlian some who 
preceded him, nor is there anything in such speculations beyond what might be consistent with the most Protestant abhorrence 
of saint worship and Mariolatry *' (Bp. Harold Browne in 'Art. xxii.). Romish authorities in !<:upport of a yet earlier develop, 
ment, point to Irenaeus {Adv. tiesr. v. 19I, where in a highly rhetorical passage the Virgin M>iry is said to have become the 
** advorate** of the Virgin Eve, and to Origen, who ** invoked " his guardian angel {Horn. i. in Esek. y). The later mediaival 
invocation Bp. Jeremy Taylor (vol. yi. Aden's ed. p. 4S9) ingeniously shews to be of a piece rather witn early heresy than with 
early Catholicity : ** It pretends to know their present state, which is hid from our eyes ; and it proceeds upon the very reason 
apon which the Gnostics and Valentinfans went; that is, tnat it is fit to have mediators between God and us; that we may pre- 
sent our prayers to them, and they to God. To which add that the Church of Rome presenting candles and other donarics to the 
Virgin Mary as to the G^oeen of heaven, do that which the Collyridians did f Bpiphan. HkrJlxTix, yol. i. p. 1057). The gilt is 
oaly differing, as candle and cake, gold and garment*, this vow or that vow.*' 
» c/, p. xy., n. • c/. Greg. Nax., Or. W. $ 35. 

* stfotf , or6|uiri« «Xi|#tlc, ^t risr <pyt*r voptfon}. On ihe reverence for reMcs c/. Letters cxcyli., cclii., and cdvii. 

* John i. I. * yivrnyia iv0pMrrwov, 
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' How was He ? ' and ' If He was, He was not begotten ; * and * If He was begotten, He 
was not.' It is not a sheep who says these things. The skin is a sheep's ; but the speaker 
within is a wolf. Let him be recognised as an enemy. * My sheep liear my voice.'* 
You have heard the Son. Understand His likeness to His Father. I say likeness because 
of the weakness of the stronger bodies : In truth, and I am not afraid of approaching the 
truth, I arn no ready deceiver : I say identity^ always preserving the distinct existence of 
Son and Father. In the hypostasis of Son understand the Father's Form, that you may 
hold the exact doctrine of this Image, — that you may understand consistently with true 
religion the words, 'I am in the Father and the Father in me." Understand not con- 
fusion of essences, but identity of characters." 

V. Letters. 

Under this head I will add nothing to the notes, however inadequate, appended to 
the text. 

VI. Liturgical. 

It is beyond the scope of the present work to discuss at length the history and relation 
of the extant Liturgies, which go by the name of St. Basil. St. Basil's precise share in 
their composition, as we possess them, must be conjectural. 

(i) The Liturgy, which St. Basil himself used and gave to his clergy and monks, 
preserved the traditional form in use in the archdiocese of Caesarea." It is mentioned in 
the xxxii"** canon of the council " in Trullo " of 692. This is no doubt the basis of the 
Greek Liturgy known as St. Basil's, and used in the East as well as the Liturgy of St. 
Chrysostom. The form in use is contained in Neale's Primitive Liturgies (1875). Dr. 
Swainson ( Greek Liturgies chiefly from Oriental Sources^ p. 75) printed an edition 
of it from the Barberini MS. in 1884. 

(ii) There is an Alexandrine Liturgy in Coptic, Arabic, and Greek form, called St. 
Basil's, and used on fast days by the Monophysites (Renaudot, Lit. Orient. Collection i. 
154). This differs entirely from the first named. 

(iii) Yet again there is a Syriac Liturgy called St. Basil's, translated by Masius, 
and given by Renaudot in his second volume.* 

VII. Writings Spurious and Duifious. 

Under this head will be ranked, besides writings objections against which have been 
already noticed : 

I. Constitutiones monasticae ('A<T«^r«ica2 d/ard^eif ) , in number thirty-four. 

2 Pcense in monachos delinquentes, and Pcenae in Canonicas {^.mriiua)* 

3. Libri duo de Baptismo. 

4. Sermones duo ascetici. 

5. Various Homilies: 

Adversus Calumniatores SS. Trinitatis, 

Altera de Sp. Scto., 

In Sanctam Christi Generationem, 

De Libero Arbilrio, 

In aliquot Scripturae locis, dicta in Lacizis. 

111. De Jejunio. . 

De Poenitentia. 

6. A book On True Virginity. 

7. A treatise On consolation in adversity. 

a cf. John x. i6. * John xiv. lo, cf, De Sp, Scto, } 45, p. aS. 

• cf. De Sp. Scto. chap, xxvfi. p. 41. 

* cf. Did. Christ. Ant. s.v. " Liturgy," and C. Hole, Manual of tkr Boot of Common Prayer^ chap. if. Fesaler notes : 
•* Extat LitMr^ia S. Basitii tamfusior qnam hrroiorgrr. et lat. in Enckolog. Gr, ed, 71 Goaf Venetiis iT.^o et alia >f r. et lat. 
in E. Renaudot Coll. Lit. Or. Paris^ 1716, item alia latine tantum conve'rsa ex Copitco Jaeohitarum in eadem collect, ac 
rursus alia latine tantum ex Syriaco conversa, . . . De formte varietate heec optime monet Henaudot: * Liturgia ilia, ouod 
extra dubium est^ usurpatnr in Grteca ecclesia ab annis plus mille ducentis ; ataue inde originem hahuerunt Irves aliquot 
discrepantia in precibus praparaioriis aut in alii.* orationibus. ^ueedam exemplaria ceeremoniale* rubficas kabmt,quee in 
aliis non reperiuntur ; at alicujus momenti discrimen in illis partibun qnee canonem nacrte Actionis constituunt^ non 
reperitnr. . . . Varietates in codicibns omneg probe ad ritu* spectant^ qui enucleatius in aliquibus^ in aliis brevtui 
explicantur, in nonnullix omittuntur, quia aliunde ped debebanl.* £0 autem senxn Liturgiet kufus auctor dicitur Basiliue, 
non quod propria in/^enio eam exco/fitaverit^ sed quod precex publicas^ tisque contigHos ritus^ quoad tei essentiam ex eommnnt 
traattioms Apoatolicee fonte mananteg, ordinavertt et tn scriptis codicibus ad eertamformam redegerit,** 
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8. A treatise De laude solitanae vitae. 

9. Admonitio ad filium spiritualem (extant only in Latin). 

10. Sermones de moribus XXIV. (^<«oi /o>o/) , a cento of extracts made by Simeon 
Metaphrastes. 

VIII. Writings Mentioned, but Lost. 

A book against the Manichaeans (Augustine, c. Julian, i. 16-17). Tillemont (Art. 
cxlv. p. 303) mentions authors in which lost fragments of St. Basil are to be found, and 
(Art. cxxxvii. p. 290) refers to the lost Commentary on the Book of Job. 

IX. Additional Notes on some Points in St. Basil's Doctrinal and Eccle- 
siastical Position. 

It has been claimed with reason that the doctrinal standpoint 6f St. BaSil is identical 
with that of the Enelish Church, with -the one exception of the veneration of relics and the 
invocation of saints/ 

In confirmation of this view, the following points may be noted : 

1 . The Holy Eucharist. The remarkable passage on the spiritual manducation of the 
elements in Letter VIII. is commented on on p. 118. His custom as to frequent commun- 
ion and his opinion as to the reserved sacrament are remarked on on p. 179. 

A significant passage is to be found in the Moralia^ Rule XXI., that participation in 
the Body and Blood of Christ is necessary to eternal life. John vi. 54, is then quoted. 
That no benefit is derived by Jiini who comes to communion without consideration of the 
method whereby participation of the Body and Blood of Christ is given ; and that he who 
receives unworthily is condemned. On this John vi. 54 and 62^ and i Cor. xiii. 27, are 
quoted. By what method (^rotV Xoy^) we must eat the Body and drink the Blood of the 
Lord, in remembrance of the Lord's obedience unto death, that they who live may no longer 
live unto themselves, but to Him who died and rose again for them. In answer, the 
quotations are Luke xxii. 29, i Cor. xi. 23, 2 Cor. v. 14, and i Cor. x. 16. 

2. Mariolatry. Even Letter CCCLX., which bears obvious murks of spuriousness, 
and of proceeding from a later age, does not go beyond g, recognition of the Blessed Virgin 
as eror^ifof, in which the Catholic Church is agreed, and a general invocation of apostles, 
prophets, and martyrs, the Virgin not being set above these. The argument of Letter 
CCLXI. (p. 300) that '* if the Godbearing flesh was not ordained to be assumed of the lump 
of Adam, what need was there of the Blessed Virgin?" seems quite inconsistent witn 
the modern doctrine of the Immaculate Conception. Of any cultus of the Virgin, St. 
Basil's writings shew no trace. 

3. Relations to the Roman Church. 

In order to say something under this head, Ceillier, the Benedictine, if? driven to such 
straits as to quote the application of the term "Coryplijeus " to Damasusin Letter CCXXX IX. 
Certainly St. Basil saw no reason to congratulate the Westerns on their '* Coryphaius," so 
far as intelligent interest in the East was involved. Fialon * sees the position more 
clearly, so far as Basil is concerned, though he assumes the Councils to have given more 
authority to the patriarch of the ancient capital than was in fact conceded. **»S>' Basilc ne 
va pas^ comma la major iti du Concile de Constantinople^ jusqu^h trailer T Occident 
comme itr anger; s*il ne pretend pas que P empire appartiennc ht Orients parce que 
r Orient voit naitrc le Soleil^ et que dest en Orient que Dieu brill a dans une envelop pe 
charnelle* ne voudrait il fas^ dans Fordre religieux^ V union indipcndante^ qui^ depuis 
Constant in ^ r attache^ dansVordre politique y ccs deux forties du monde Romainf A 
ses yeux V Orient et V Occident nesont ils pas deux jrbres^ dont ies droit sont igaux^ sans 
sufrematie^ sans ainessef ** 

In truth Basil appealed to Damasus as Theodoret to Leo, and as Chrysostom to Inno- 
cent, not as vassal to liege lord, but as brother to brother. In Basil's case, even the broth- 
erhood was barely recognised, if recognised at all, by the western prelate. 

1 cf. Dr. Tnivers Smith, St. Bast'l, p. 125. * £im<U HitU p. 133. 

* Btfrov yap ivriv, mt ofA, vvr il^ Avvit, 

AciF yftp avvikktirBai ^Aim ra irpay^ara, 

EvTcD^y ap)^¥ Aofifiavorr o9*y 9«bt 

'Ekmfufttp 4/Air irupKucff irpo/IAiiiMiri. Greg. Naz., Carm, 
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X. Editions and Manuscripts. 

Amon^ the chief editions and MSS. the following may be mentioned : 

The Editio Princeps of the complete extant works of Basil in the original Greek is 
that which Froben published for Janus Cornarius at Bale in 155 1. But Froben had 
already published in 1532, under the editorship of Erasmus, an edition containing the De 
Spiritu Sancto^ the Hexaemeron^ the Homilies on the Psalms^ twenty-nine different Hom- 
ilies and some Letters. 

A Venetian edition, published by Fabius in 1535, comprised the Moralia^ as well as 
the dubious book on Virginity, three books against Eunomius, and the tract against the 
Sabellians, Arians, and Aiiomoeans. 

The Greek editions had been preceded by a Latin version at Rome, by Raphael Volater- 
ranus in 1515, of which the autograph manuscript is in the British Museum, and by another 
at Pai-is in 1525, and by a third Latin edition issued at Cologne in 153 1. These were fol- 
lowed by other editions printed at Paris, Antwerp, and Cologne. In 161S Fronton du Due, 
commonly known as Ducaeus, published, in conjunction with Frederic Morel, an edition in 
two folio volumes containingr a Latin version as well as the Greek. The edition of the French 
Dominican Father, Francis Combefis, was published shortly after his death in 1679. The 
most important step in the direction of accuracy and completeness was taken by Julian 
Gamier, a Benedictine Father of the Congregation of St. Maur. He revised and corrected 
the Greek text of earlier editions on the authority of a number of manuscripts in Paris, 
Italy, and England, and issued the first of his three folio volumes at Paris, at the press of 
John Baptist Coignard, in 1721, The third volume did not a'ppear till 1730, five years after 
Garnier's death. In the meanwhile the editorial work had been taken up by Prudent 
Maran, another Benedictine, to whom are due a careful and voluminous biographical 
notice, many notes, and a chronological arrangement of the Letters. This was reissued in 
three 4* volumes in Paris in 1889, and is the basis of the edition published, with 
additions, by the Abb6 Jacques Paul Migne, in the Patrologia Grccca^ in 1857. 

An important edition of a separate work is the revised text, with notes and introduc- 
tion, of the De Spiritu Sancto^ by the Rev. C. F. H. Johnston, published at the Claren- 
don Press in 1892. 

German translations were published by Count Schweikhard at Ingolstadt in 1591 
(Ceillier VI. viii. 8), and by J. von Wendel at Vienna in 1776-78. There have also been 
issued Basilius des Grossen auserlesenes Homilien^ Udersctzt und mit Ammerkungcn 
versehcn von J. G. Ara^/w^^r, Landshut, 1839, and Auserlcscne Schri/ten^ iibersetzt 
von Gronc^ Kempten, 1875. 

Homilies and Orations were published in Italian in 171 1 by Gio. Maria Lucchini. 
Omelie Scelte^ translated by A. M. Ricci, were published in Florence in 1 732. 

Many important extracts are translated into French in the Histoire Ginerale des 
Auteurs Sacris o^ t\\e Benedictine Remy Ceillier (Paris, 1737). 

E. Fialon, in his Et. Hist. (1869) has translated the Hexaemeron; and in 1889 the 
Panigyrique du Martyr Gordius was published in French by J. Genouille. 

A complete account of the bibliography of St. Basil is given in the Notitia ex Bihlio- 
theca Fabricii (Ed. Harles, tom. ix. 1804), in Migne's ed. vol. i., Prolegomena p. ccxli. 

In 1888 a translation of the De Spiritu Sancto^ by G. Lewis, was included in the 
Christian Classic Series. 

Of all the smaller works a great popularity, as far as popularity can be gauged by the 
number of editions and translations, has belonged to the Advice to the Young and the 
Homily on the Porty Martyrs. 

The MSS. collated by the Ben. Edd. for their edition of the De Spiritu Sancto are 
^\e entitled Regii^ and a sixth known as Colbertinus^ now in the national library at Paris. 
The Ben. Regius Secundus (2293) is described by Omont (Inventaire Sommaire des 
MSS. Grecs) as of the Xth c, the Colbertinus (4529) and the Regius Tertius (2893) 
as of the Xlth c, and the Regius Primus (2286), Regius ^uartus (2896), and Regius 
^uintus (3430) as of the XlVtli c. 

For his edition, Mr. C. F. H. Johnston also collated or had collated 22,509 Add. 
MSS., Xth c, in the British Museum ; Codd. Misc. xxxvii., Xlth c, in the Bodleian Library 
at Oxford; Cod. Theol. 142, Xllth c, in the Imperial Library at Vienna ; Cod. Tlieol. 18, 
XlVth c, also at Vienna ; Cod. xxiii., Xlth c, in the Library of the Holy Synod at Moscow ; 



PROLEGOMENA. Ixxv 



500 (Reg. 1824, 3) G, Xlth c, at Paris; Cod. Iviii., Xth c, at St. Mark's, Venice; Cod. 
Ixvi., XUth c, also at St. Mark's, Venice; Codd. Regin. Suaecor. 35, XlVth c, in the Vat- 
ican at Rome. 

For the Hexaemeron the Ben. Edd. used eight MSS. styled Regii^ and numbered 
respectively 1824, 2286 (originally in the collection of Henry II. at Fontainebleau, the 
Regius Primus of the enumeration for the De Spiritu Sancto^ but the Secundus for that of 
the Hexaemeron)^ 2287 (i**), 2287 (2*), 2349, 2802, 2896 (the Regius partus of the De 
Spiritu Sancto) ^ 2in(k 2989; two MSS. entitled Coiberiiiius^2fi^^^^^T^^ > tv^o Coistiniani, 
229, IXth c, and 235; and a MS. in the Bodleian, ^^ a doctissimo viro Joanne Wolf 
collatus." 

The sources of the Ben. Ed. of the Letters were Coislinianus 237, Xlth c, a Codex 
Harlaeanus of the Xth or Xlth c, and a Codex Medicaeus, Codex Regius 2203, Codex 
Regius 2897, Codex Regius 2896, Codex Regius 2502, Codex Regius 1824, Coclex Regius 
1906, and Codex Regius 1908. 



The following MSS. of St. Basil are in the library of the Bodleian at Oxford : 

Homilise et Epistolse. Codex membranaceus, in 4to major! ff. 250, sec. xii. Epistola 
ad Optimum, episcopum, in septem ultiones. Cain. fol. iii. 

Epistola ad virgmem lapsam, fol. 21 ib. 

Ejusdem Basilii epistola ad monachum lapsum, fol. 215b. 

Epistols canonical. Barocciani. xxvi. 285b (i.e, pt. i, p. 36). 

Codex membranaceus, in 4to minori, fT. 370, sec. xi. fol. 285b. 

Epist canon. Baroc. xxxvi. 121 (1.^. pt. i, p, 147)* 

Codex membranaceus, in 4to minori, ft. 12 et 161, sec. xii. exeuntis. 

Ejusdem epistolse canonicae tertise prologus, fol. 125b. 

CLVIII. 202 {i.e. pt. I, p. 268). Codex chartaceus, in 4to majori, ff. 374, sec. xv. 

S. Basilii ad Amphilochium, Iconii episcopum, et alias epistolse quinque canonicae, 
fol. 202. 

CLXXXV. 129b {i.e. pt. i, p. 307). Membranaceus, in folio, fT. 83 et 312, sec. xi. 
exeuntis, bene exaratus et servatus. 

S. Basilii magni epistolse canonicae, cum scholius nonnullis, fol. 129b. 

Ejusdem epistolse septem alias, fol. 141. 

Epist. Canon. Baroc. cxcvi. 184b {i,e. pt. i, p. 336). Membranaceus, in 4to majori, 
fT. 313, sec. xi. anno scilicet 1043 exaratus. 

S. Basilii expositio de jejunio quadragesimnli, f. 6b. 

CCV. 400b {i.e. pt. I, p. 361). Codex chartaceus, in folio, ff. 520, sec. xiv. mutilus 
et madone corruptus. 

Dionysii Alexandrini, Petri Alexandrini, Grcgorii Thaumaturgi, Athanasii, Basilii, 
Gregorii Nysseni, Timothei Alexandrini, Theophili Alexandrini, Cyrilli Alexandrini, et 
Gennadii epistolae encyclicae ; interpretatione Balsamonis illustratac, fol. 378b. 

Epistolse canonicae. Laudiani. xxxix. 200 {i.e. pt. i, p. 519). Codex membrana- 
ceus in 4to maj. ff. 347, sec. forsan. xi. ineuntis, etc. 

S. Basilii Csesareensis octo, subnexis capitulis duobus ex opere de S. Spiritu, 
fol. 200. 

Seld. xlviii. 151 {i.e. pt. i, p. 611). Codex membranaceus, in 4to ff. 189, sec. xiii. 
nitide exaratus; quandam monasterii S. Trinitatis apud Chalcem insulam [ol. 3385]. 

S. Basilii ad Amphilochium, Diodorum et Gregorium canones, fol. 151. 

Misc. clxx. 181, 263, 284b {i.e. pt. i, p. 717)- Codex membranaceus, in 4to majori, 
ff. 363, secc. si tabulam sec. xi. excipiamus, xiv. et xv. ; initio et fine mutilus. Rawl. 
Auct. G. 158. 

S. Basilii, archiep. Caesareensis, ad Amphilochium epistolae tres canonicae, fol. 181. 

S. Basilii epistolae duae, scilicet, ad chorepiscopos, ad episcopos sibi subjectos, cum 
excerptis duobus ex capp. xxvii. et xxix. ad Amphilochium de S. Spiritu, fol. 263. 

S. Basilii epistolae duae, ad Diodorum et ad Gregorium, fol. 284b. 

Epist. Canon, misc. ccvi. 171 {i.e. pt. i, p. 763). Codex membranaceus, in folio 
minori, ff. 242. sec. forsan xi. exeuntis ; bene exaratus et servatus. Meerm. Auct. T. 2. 6. 

S. Basilii, archiep. Caesareensis, ad Amphilochium ep. Icon, epistolse tres canonics 
cum scholiis hie illic margini adpositis, fol. 171. 
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Epistolae cccxxxlv. Misc. xxxviii. i (i.^. pt. i, p. 642). Codex chartaceus, in folio, 
ft\ 196, sec. xvi. anno 1547 scriptus [ol. 3091]. Auct. £. 2. 10. 

S. Basilii epistolae, ut e numeris marginalibus apparet, cccxxxiv. fol. i. 

Ult. est ad cundem Eusebium, et exstat in ed. cit. torn. iii. p. 257. 

Epistola ccxlv. Baroc cxxi. [/.^. pt. i, p. K99]. Mcmbranaceus, in 4to fT. 226, sec. 
xii. exeuntis, bene exaratus ; in calce mutilus. 

S. Basilii, archiepiscopi Caesareensis, epistolae ad di versos, numero ducentae quadra- 
ginta quinque. 

Epist. clxxvii^ Roc. xviii. 314 (Z.^. pt. i, p. 471). Codex chartaceus, in folio, ff. 
475, hodie in duo volumina distinctus, anno 1349 nianu Constantini Sapientis binis 
columnis scriptus; olim ecclesiae S. Trinitatis apud insulam Chalcem [oh 264]. 

S. Basilii Caesareensis epistolae circiter centum septuaginta septem, fol. 314. 

Epistolae variae. Baroc. Ivi. 28b et passim (t.e. pt. i, p. 83). Codex bomby- 
cinus, if. [75, sec. xiv. exeuntis; initio mutilus, et madore corruptus. 

S. Basilii adversus Eunomium epistola, fol. 28b. 

Epist. xiii. ad diversos. Baroc. ccxxviii ii8b {i,e, pt. i, p. 393). Mcmbranaceus, 
in folio, ff. 206, sec. forsan xii. ineuntis ; foliis aliquot chartaceis a manu reccntiori hie 
illic suppletis. S. Basilii et Libanii epistolae septem mutuae, f. 126. 

Ibid. epp. 341, 342, 337-340, 356. 

Epist. tres. Misc. clxxix. 423 {i.e, pt. i, p. 724). Codex chartaceus, in folio mar- 
jori, ff. 262, sec. xvii. ; olim peculium coll. soc. jesu Clarom. Paris, postea Joh. Meerman. 
Auct. T. I. I. 

S. Basilii, archiep. Csesareensis, epistola ad Optimum episcopum in iilud, rroc 6 iLiroKrelvac 

KOtv, p. 423. 

Epistola ad Chilonem. Laud. xvii. 352 {t.e, pt. i, p. 500). Codex chartaceus, et 
laevigatus, in 4® ff. 358, sec. xv. [ol. 692]. 

S. Basilii Magni epistola ad Chilonem, fol. 352. 

Epist. ad Coloneos. Baroc. cxlii. 264b {i.e. pt i, p. 242). Codex chartaceus, in 
4° ff. 292, sec. xiv. ineuntis. 

S. Basilii Magni epistola ad Coloneos, fol. 264b. 

Ejus et Libanii epistolae. Baroc. xix. 191 {i\e, pt. i, p. 27). Codex chartaceus in 
4° minori, ff. 200, sec. xv. manibus tamen diversis scriptus. 

S. Basilii et Libanii sophistae epistolse decem amoeboeae, fol. 191. 

Ejus et Libanii epistolae. Baroc. cxxxi. 296 {i.e^ pt. i, p. 211). Codex bombycinus, 
in 4^ maj. ff. 4 et 536, sec. xiv. baud eadem manu scriptus ; madore aliquantum corruptus. 

S. Basilii et Libanii epistolae tres mutuae, f. 299b. 

Epistolae ad Libanium et Mpdestum. Baroc. ccxvi. 301 {i.e. pt. i, p. 376). Codex, 
fragmentis constans pluribus, in 4^ ff. 379 quorum 43 priora membranacea, caet^ra char- 
tacea sunt. 

S. Basilii epistola ad Libanium, fol. 301b. 

Ejusdem ad Modestum epistola, imperf. fol. 301b. 

Basilii et Libanii epistols quinque mutuae, fol. 302. 

Ibid. epp. cccxxxv. seq., cccxlii., ccxli., ccclix. 

The following MSS. of St. Basil are in the British Museum i 

Harleian Collection : 

1 801. Codex membranaceus (Newton's arms in spare leaf). Doctrina Beati Basilii. 
2580. Liber chartaceus. S. Basilii sermo de parentum honore, Latine redditiis per 

Guarinum. 
2678. Codex membranaceus. S. Basilii de institutis juvenum liber ex versione et 

cum praefatione Leonardi Aretini. 
5576. XlVth c. 40 Homilies. 
5639. XVth c. Homilies. 
5576. XlVth c. Hexaemeron. 
5622. XlVth c. Com. on Isaiah. 
5541. XVth c. Ad juvenes. 
5609. XVth c. " 

5660. XVth c. '* 

5657. XlVth c. Extracts. 



PROLEGOMENA. 



IxxVii 



56S9. 
5624. 
6827. 

3651- 
4987. 



Xllth c. 
XlVth c. 
XVlIth c. 
XVth c. 
XVth c. 



Bumey Collection : 

70. XVth c. 
75. XVthc. 



De V. Virg. 

Ep. ad Greg. Frat, 

Epp. 

De Cons, in Adv. 

Admon. 



Ad juvenes. 
Epp. ad Liban. 



Additional : 
22509. 
34060. 
14066. 
34060. 
25881. 
10014. 
10069. 

9347- 
18492. 

17474- 
2377 K 



Arundel : 

535- 
532. 
528. 

520. 

583. 
181. 



Vellum curs. Xth c. De Sp. Scto. 
XVth c. The doubtful work De Sp. Scto. 

Homilies. 

Against Drunkards. 

The Forty Martyrs. 

Ad juvenes. 

Reg. fus. tract. 

Ascetic. 

De Frugalitate. 

Epp. can. 

Sermones Tractatus. 



Xllth c. 
XVth c. 
XVIth c. 
XVIIth c 
Xllth c. 
XlVth c. 
XVIth c. 
XVth c. 
c. 1500. 



Autograph of Raph. Volterrano (translation) 



XlVth c. 
Xthc. 
XVth c. 
XVthc. 
XI Vth c. 
Xnthc 



Excerp. ex adv. Eunom. v. 
Hexaemeron. 
Against Drunkards. 
De tranqu. an. 
Epp. can. ad Amph* 
Adm. ad Fil. ' 



TOT AnOT BACIAEIOT HEPI TOT HNETMATOC BIBAION. 

THE BOOK OF SAINT BASIL ON THE SPIRIT. 

DE SPIRIT U SANCTO. 



PREFACE. 



The heresy of Arius lowered the dignity of the Holy Ghost as well as that of the Son. 
He taught that the Three Persons of the Holy Trinity are wholly unlike one another 
both in essence and in glory. *' There is a triad, not in equal glories ; " '* one more glori- 
ous than the other in their glories to an infinite degree." So says the Thalia^ quoted 
in Ath. de Syn. § 15. But the Nicene definition, while it was precise in regard to the 
Son, left the doctrine of the Holy Ghost comparatively open, {Utarfvontv fJf rh 'Kytov Tivtvfm^) 
not from hesitation or doubt, but because this side of Arian speculation was not prominent. 
( Cy Basil, Letters cxxv. and ccxxvi. and Dr. Swete in D.C.B. iii. 121.) It was the 
expulsion of Maccdonius from the see of Constantinople in 360 which brought '* Mace- 
donianism " to a head. He was put there by Arians as an Arian. Theodoret (Ecc. Hist, 
ii. 5) explains how disagreement arose. He was an upholder, if not the author, of the 
watchword 6fiotovaiou (Soc. ii. 45), but many supporters of the duornvmov (^.^.1 Eustathius of 
Sebasteia) shrank from calling the Holy Ghost a creature. So the Pneumatomachi began 
to be clearly marked off. The various creeds of the Arians and semi-Arians did not 
directly attack the Godhead of the Holy Ghost, though they did not accept the doctrine of 
the essential unity of the Three Persons. ( Cf. Hahn, Bibliothek der Symbolc^ pp. 14S- 
174, quoted by Swete.) But their individual teaching went far beyond their confessions. 
The Catholic theologians were roused to the danger, and on the return of Athanasius from 
his third exile, a council was held at Alexandria which resulted in the first formal ecclesi- 
astical condemnation of the depravers of the Holy Ghost, in the Tomus ad Anti- 
ochenos {q v. with the preface on p. 481 of Ath. in the edition of this series. Cf. also 
Ath. ad Serap. i. 2, 10). In the next ten years the Pneumatomachi, Macedonians, or 
Marathonians, so called from Marathonius, bishop of Nicomedia, whose support to the party 
was perhaps rather pecuniaiy than intellectual (Nicephorus H.E. ix. 47), made head, and 
were largely identified with the Homoiousians. In 374 was published the Ancoratus of 
St. Epiphanius, bishop of Salamis in Cyprus, written in 373, and containing two creeds 
{^vide Heurtley de F. et Symb. pp. 14-18), the former of which is nearly identical with the 
Confession of Constantinople. It expresses belief in rh Uvevua rb "Ayiov, Ki>ptov, kqI ZuoTroibv, rb U 

Tov Uarpb^ iKjropev6firvov,jb ovv Uarpl kqI T/^ ovfiirpoaKwoi fievov Kal ow6o^a!^6(i£voVf ToTMAtioav 6ia tCjv TrptxInjTuv, 

It is in this same year, 374, that Amphilochius, the first cousin of Gregory of Nazianzus 
and friend and spiritual son of Basil, paid the first of his annual autumn visits to Cucsarea 
(Bishop Lightfoot, D.C.B. i. 105) and there urged St. Basil to clear up all doubt as to 
the true doctrine of the Holy Spirit by writing a treatise on the subject. St. Basil com- 
plied, and, on the completion of the work, had it engrossed on parchment (Letter ccxxxi.) 
and sent it to Amphilochius, to whom he dedicated it. 



BASIL 



CHAPTER I. 

Prefatory remarks on the need of exact in- 
vestigation of the most minute portions of 
theology. 

1. Your desire for information, my right 
well-beloved and most deeply respected 
brother Amphilochius, I highly commend, 
and not less your industrious energy. I have 
been exceedingly delighted at the care and 
watchfulness shewn in the expression of your 
opinion that of all the terms concerning God 
in every mode of speech, not one ought to 
be left without exact investigation. You 
have turned to good account your reading of 
the exhortation of the Lord, ** Everv one that 
asketh recciveth, and he that sceketh find- 
cth," * and by your diligence in asking might, 
I ween, stir even the most reluctant to give 
you a share of what they possess. And 
this in you yet further moves my admiration, 
that you do not, according to the manners of 
the most part of the men of our time, pro- 
pose your questions by way of mere test, but 
with the honest desire to arrive at the actual 
truth. There is no lack in these days of 
captious listeners and questioners; but to 
find a character desirous of information, and 
seeking the truth as a remedy for ignorance, 
is very difficult. Just as in the hunter's 
snare, or in the soldier's ambush, the trick 
is generally ingeniously concealed, so it is 
with the inquiries of the majority of the 
questioners who advance arguments, not so 
much with the view of getting any good out 
of them, as in order that, in the event of 
their failing to elicit answers which chime 
in with then* own desires, they may seem to 
have fair ground for controversy. 

2. If '• To the fool on his asking for 
wisdom, wisdom shall be reckoned," • at 
how high a price shall we value " the wise 
hearer" who is quoted by the Prophet in 
the same verse with ** the admirable coun- 
sellor"?' It is right, I ween, to hold him 
worthy of all approbation, and to urge him 
on to further progress, sharing his enthusi- 
asm, and in all things toiling at his side as 
he presses onwards to perfection. To count 
the terms used in theology as of primary im- 
portance, and to endeavour to trace out the 
hidden meaninsf in every phrase and in every 
syllable, is a characteristic wanting in those 
who are idle in the pursuit of true religion, 
but distinguishing all who get knowledge of 
'* the mark " " of our calling ; " * for what is 
set before us is, so far as is possible with 
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human nature, to be made like unto God. 
Now without knowledge there can be no 
making like ; and knowledge is not got with- 
out lessons. The beginning of teachinj^ is 
speech, and syllables and words are pa its of 
speech. It follows then that to investigate 
syllables is not to shoot wide of the mark, 
nor, because the questions raised are what 
might seem to some insignificant, are they 
on that account to be held unworthy of heed. 
Truth is always a quarry hard to hunt, and 
therefore we must look everywhere for its 
tracks. The acquisition of true religion is 
just like that of crafts ; both grow bit by bit ; 
apprentices must despise notliing. If a man 
despise the first elements as small and in- 
significant, he will never reach the perfection 
of wisdom. 

Yea and Nay are but two syllables, 
yet there is often involved in these little 
words at once the best of all good things, 
Truth, and that bevond which wickedness 
cannot go, a Lie. But why mention Yea 
and Nay.^ Before now, a martyr bearing 
witness for Christ has been judged to have 
paid in full the claim of true religion by 
merely nodding his head.* \.iy then, this be 
so, what term in theology is so small but 
that the effect of its weight in the scales 
according as it be rightly or wrongly used 
is not great? Of the law we are told *' not 
one jot nor one tittle shall pass away ; " * how 
then could it be safe for us to leave even the 
least uinioticed ? The very points which you 
yourself have sought to have thoroughly 
sifted by us are at the same time both small 
antl great. Their use is the matter of p. 
moment, and peradventure they are tlicie- ^ 
fore made of small account ; but, when we 
reckon the force of their meaning, they are 
great. They may be likened to the mustard 
plant which, though it be the least of shrub- 
seeds, yet when properly cultivated and the 
forces latent in its germs unfolded, rises to 
its own sufficient height. 

If any one laughs when he sees our 
subtilty, to use the Psalmist's* words, about 
syllables, let him know that he reaps laugh- 
ter's fruitless fruit ; and let us, neither giving 
in to men's reproaches, nor yet vanquished 



> !>., confessed or denied himself a Christian. The Ilene- 
dictine Editors and their followers seem to h:ive missed the 
force of the oritsinai. b>>th grammaticMlly and historioilly, in 
referrins: it to the time when St • Basil is writini;; n6i| cKpttfrr 




tried to caish the Catholics. 

» Matt. V. 18. 

• Ps. cxix. 85, Irx. " The lawless have described subtilties 
for me. but not accordinsr to thv law. O L<»rd;*' forA.V. A 
R.V., ••Theproud have digged pits for me which are not after 
thy law.** The word n^oAco-x'^ 1^ used in a bad sense to mean 
garrulity; in a good sense, keenness, subtilty. 
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by their disparagement, continue our investi- 
gation. So far, indeed, am I from feeling 
ashamed of these things because they are 
small, that, even if I could attain to ever so 
minute a fraction of their dignity, I should 
both congratulate myself on having won 
high honour, and should tell my brother and 
fellow-investigator that no small gain had 
accrued to him therefrom. 

While, then, I am aware that the con- 
troversy contained in little words is a very 
great one, in hope of the prize I do not 
shrink from toil, with the conviction that the 
discussion will both prove profitable to my- 
self, and that my hearers will be rewarded 
with no small benefit. Wherefore now with 
the help, if I may so say, of the Holy Spirit 
Himself, I will approach the exposition of 
the subject, and, if you will, that I may be 
put in the way of the discussion, I will for a 
moment revert to the origin of the question 
before us. 

3. Lately when praying with the people, 
I and using the full doxology to God the 
/ Father in both forms, at one time *' w/M the 

Son together with the Holy Ghost,*' and at 
another " through the Son in the Holy 
Ghost," I was attacked by some of those 
present on the ground that I was introduc- 
ing novel and at the same time mutually con- 
tradictory terms.' 

You, however, chiefly with the view of 
benefitinj; them, or, if they are wholly in- 
curable, for the security of such as may fall 
in with them, have expressed the opinion 
that some clear instruction ought to be pub- 
lished concerning the force underlying the 
I syllables employed. I will therefore write 
as concisely as possible, in the endeavour to 
lay down -some admitted principle for tne dis- 
cussion. 

CHAPTER II. 

TTu origin of the heretics^ close observation of 

syllables, 

4. The petty exactitude of these men 
about syllables and words is not, as might 
be supposed, simple and straightforward ; 
nor is the mischief to which it tends a small 
one. There is involved a deep and covert 
design against true religion. Their pertina- 
cious contention is to show that the mention 

> Ii U impossible to convey in English the precise force of 
the prepositions used. •* With ** represents <*«Td, of which the 
ori|;inal me-anin^r is ** amid; " " toffttktr with," cr-i', of which 
the orig:iniil meiininic is ** at the same Ume as.'* The L:itin of 
the Benedictine edition translntes the first by " r«Mv," and the 
second by **««a cum,** ** Tkrom/^k** stands for £ia, which, 
with the f^eiiilive, is used of the instrument; ** in" fr>r cf, 
**i».'* bat also commonly used of the instrument or means. 
In tne well known passage in 1 Cor. viii. 6, A.V. renders W 
^ ri. rarra by *' tkramgh whom are all things ; " R. V., by ** by 



of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost is unlike, 
as though they will thence find it easy to 
demonstrate that there is a variation in 
nature. They have an old sophism, invented 
by Aetius, tiie champion of this heresy, in 
one of whose Letters there is a passage to the 
effect that things naturally unlike are ex- 
pressed in unlike terms, and, conversely, 
that thin<;s expressed in unlike terms are ■■ 
naturally unlike. In proof of this statement 
he drags in the words of the Apostle, *' One ' 
God and Father of whom are all things, 
. . . and one Lord Jesus Christ BY whom . 
are all tilings."* '' Whatever, then," he J 
goes on, *' is the relation of these terms to ■ 
one another, such will be the relation of 
the natures indicated by them ; and as the 
term * of whom * is unlike the term ' by 
whom,' so is the Father unlike the Son." * On 
this heresy depends the idle subtilty of these 
men about the phrases in question. They 
accordingly assign to God the Father, as 
though it were His distinctive portion and 
lot, the phrase " of Whom ; ** to God thu 
Son they confine the phrase *' bv Whom ; " 
to the Holy Spirit that of " in Whom," and 
say that this use of the syllables is never in- 

* I, Cor. viii. 6. 

• The story as told by Theodorct (Ecc. Hist. if. 33) is as 
follows: '*Constantius, on his return trum tiie wv^t, parsed 
some time at Constantinople " (1.^., in 360, when th<: 
synod at Constantinople was held, shortly alter that of the 
Isaurian Scleucia, '* substance " and *' hyposttsis " being de- 
clared inadmissible terms, and the Son pronounced like the 
Father according to the Scriptures) . The Emperor was urt>cd 
that ** Eudoxiiis should be convicted of bl:isphemy and law. 
lessness. Constantius however . . . replied that a decision 
mustii^st be come to on matters «onccminj^ the faith, and that 
afterwards the cnse of Eudoxlus shoulcT be enquired into. 
Basilius (of Ancyrn), relyintf on his fonner intimacy, ventured 
boldly to object to the Emperor that he was atlucking the 
apostolic decrees; but Con&tantius took this ill, and told 
Liasilius to hold his tongue, fur to you, said he, the disturb* 
ance of the churcnes is due. When lia>ilius was silenced, 
Eustathius (of Sebasteta) intervened and said. Since, sir, you 
wish a decision to be come to on what concerns the faith, con- 
sider the blasphemies uttered against the Only Begotten by 
Eudoxius; and, as he spoke, he produced the expfisition of 
faith, wherein, besides many otiier impieties, were found tiie 
following expressions: Thin^rs that are spoken of in unlike 
terms are unlike iu suhstiince; there is one God the Father 
of Whom are all thini^s, and one Lord Tesus Christ ly 
Whom are all thiners. Now the term *of Whom' is unlike 
the term * by Whom;' so the Son is unlike God the Father. 
Constantius ordered thin expoMtion of the faith to be rt-: d, 
and was displeased with the biu>pheiuy which It involved, 
lie therefore askeil Eudoxius if he had drawn it up. Eu* 
doxius instantly repudiated the authorbhip, and said that it 
was written by Aetius. Now Aetius ... at the present 
time was associated with Eunomius and Eudoxius, and, as 
he found Eudoxius to be. like himself, u sybarite in luxury 
as well as a heretic in faith, he chose Antioch as the most 
congenial place of abode, and both he and Euoomius were 
fast fixtures at the couches of Eudoxius. . . . The Em- 

Ceror had been told all this, and now ordered Aetius to be 
rnught before him. On his appearance, Constantius shewed 
him the document in question, and proceeded to enquire if he 
was the author of its languaire. Aetius, totnlly ignorant of 
what had t>iken 'place, and unaware of the drift of the enquiry, 
expected that he should win praise by confession, and owned 
that he was the author of the phrases in question. Then the 
Emperor perceived the L'reatness of his iniquity, and forthwith 
condemned him to exile and to lie deported to a place in 
Phrygia." St. Basil accompanied Eustathius and his name- 
sake to Constantinople on this occasion, being then only in 
deacon's orders. (Philost. iv. la.) Basil of Ancyra and Eus* 
tathius in their turn suffered b.nnishroent. Basil, the deacon, 
returned to the Cappadocian Caesarea. 



terchanged, in order Hint, as I have alreatlj 
said, the variatiun of language miiy indicate 
the variation of nature.' Verily it is sulli- 
ciently obvious that in their quibbling about 
the words they are endeavouring to maintHin 
the force of their impious argument. 

By the term " of whom " they wish to in- 

( dicate the Creator; by the term "^^ through 

( whom," the subordinate agent' or instiu- 

■ meiit;' by the term " (« whom," or " /« 

' which," they mean to shew the timeor place. 

The object of all this is that the Creator of th(^ 

universe* maybe regarded as of no higher 

dignity than an instrument, and that. the Holy 

Spirit may appear to be adding to existing 

things nothing moie than the contribution 

derived from place or time. 

CHAPTER HI. 
S- TAe systematic discussion of syllailes is de- 
rived from heathen philosophy. 
Thky have, however, been led into this 
error by their close study of heathen writers, 
who have respectively applied the terms "«/' 
whom" and *- through whom" to things 
which are by nature distinct. These writeis 
suppose thiit by the term "o/whom" or 
"o/" which" the matter is indicated, whik- 
the term ^'•through \vhom " or '•'•through 
which " ' represents the instrument, or, gen- 
erally speaking, subordinate agency.' Or 
rather — for there seems no reason why we 
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should not take up their whole argument, and 
briefly expose at once its incompatibility with 
the truth and its inconsistency with their own 
teaching — the students of vain philosophv, 
while expounding the manifold nature of 
cause and distinguishing ils peculiar signifi- 
cations, define some causes as principal,' 
some as cooperative or con-causal, while 
others are of the character of " sine qua 
Ron" or indispensnble.' 

For every one of these they have a distinct 
and i^eciiliar use of terms, so that the maker 
is indicated in a difTerent way from the in- 
strument. For the maker they think the 
proper expression is " by whom," maintain- 
ing that the bench is produced ^^ by" the 
carpenter ; and for the instrument " through 
which," in that it is produced " through " or 
W means of adze and gimlet and the rest. 
Similarly they appropriate '• o/" which" to *> 
the material, in that the thing made is " of" 
wood, while "according to which" shews 
the design, or pattern put before the crafts- 
man. For he either first makes a mental 
sketch, and so brings his fancy to bear upon 
what he is about, or else he looks at a pattern 
previously put before him, and arranges his 
work accordingly. The phrase ^'^ on account 
tf/" which" they wish to be confined to the 
end or purpose, the bench, as they say, being 
produced for, or on account of. tlie use of 
man. " In which" is supposed to indicate 
time and place. When was it produced.' 
In this time. And where.' In this phice. 
And though place and time contribute noth- 
ing to what IS being produced, yet without 
these the production of anything is impossi- 
ble, for efficient agents must have both place 
and time. It is these careful distinctions, \ 
derived from unpractical philosophy and \ 
vain delusion,* which our opponents have 
first studied and admired, and then trans- 
ferred to the simple and unsophisticated 
doctrine of the Spirit, to the belittling 
of God the Word, and the setting at naught 
of the Divine Spirit. Even the phrase 
set apart by non-Christian writers for the 
case of lifeless instruments' or of manual 
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service of the meanest kind, I mean tlie ex- 
pression '■ through or by means of which," 
they do not shrink from transferring to the 
Lnril of all, Bnd Christinns feel no shniiie in 
npplying to the Creator of the universe lan- 
jfuage belonging lo a hammer or a saw. 



CHAPTER IV. 



riplural 



Tliat Iherf is no tfistinetion in t 
use of these syilabUs, 
6. We acknowledge that the word of truth 
has in many places made use of these expres- 
sions ; yet we absolutely deny that the free- 
dom of the Spirit is in bondiige to the petti- 
ness of Paganism. On the contrarj-, we 
maintain that Scripture varies lEs expressions 
AS (jccBsion requires, according to the cir- 
eumst-inces of the case. For instance, the 
phrase "■>/" which" does not always and ab- 
solutely, aa they suppose, indicate the mntc- 
Tial,' hnt it is more in accordance with the 
us:ige of Scripture to apply this ti-rm in the 
case of the Supreme Cause, ns in ihe words 
"One God, of whom are all things," 'and 
again. '■ Ail things of God." * The word of 
truth has, however, frec|iiently used this term 
in the case of the material, as when it says 
•'Thou Bhalt make an ark of incomtptihle 
wood;"* and "Thou shall make the can- 
allestick of pure gold ;" ' and " The first man 
is of the earth, earthy;"' and "Thou art 
formed out of clay as I am."' But these 
men, to the end, as we have already re- 
marked, that they may establish the differ- 
ence of nature, have laid down the law that 
this phrase befits the Father alone. This 
distinction they have originally derived from 
heathen awthoriiies, but here they h.ive 
shewn no faithful accuracy of imitation. To 
ihe Son they have in conforniilv with the 
teaching of their masters given the title of 
instrument, and to (he Spirit that of place, 
for thcv say in the Spirit, and throiiglt the 
Son. But when tliey apply " of whom " to 
God Ihey no lonjjer follow heathen example. 
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but go over, as they sav, to npostnlic usage, 
as it is said, "But of him are ye in Christ 
Jesus," ' and ■' All things of God." ' What, 
then, is the result of this systematic discus- 
sion ,' Tiiere is one nature of Cause ; anodier 
of Instrument; another of Place. So the 
Son is by nature distinct from the Father, as 
the tool from the craftsman ; and the Spirit 
is distinct in so far as place or time is dis- 
tinguished from the nature of tools or from 
that of them that handle them. 

CHAPTER V. 

TTtai " ihrpiigh whnTit" is sai/i also in thf 
case of the Father, and " of lohom " in thf 
case of the Son and of the Spirit. 
•j. After thus describing the outcome of 
our adversaries' arguments, we shall now pro- 
ceed to shew, as we have proposed, that the 
Father does not first take " of whom " ami 
then abandon '• through whom " lo the Son ; 
and that there is no truth in these men's 
ruling that the Son refuses lo admit the Holy 
Spirit to a share in " of whom " or in 
"through whom," according to (he limita- 
tion of their new-fangled allotment of phrases. 
" There is one God and Father of whom 
are all things, and one Lord Jesus Christ 
through whom are all things."' 

Yes ; but these are the words of a writer 
not laying down a rule, but carefully dis- 
tinguishing the hvpostases,' 

The object of the apostle in thus writintT 
was not to introduce the diversity of natiir"", 
hut to exhibit the notion of Father and of 
Son as uneonfounded. That the phrases 
are not opposed to one another and do not, 
like squadrons in war marshalled one .igainst 
another, bring the natures to which they are 
applied into mutual conflict, is perfectly 
plain from the passage in question. The 
blessed Paul brings both phrases to bear 
i^on one and the same subject, in the words 
of him and through him and tn him arc 
all things.'" That this plainly refers to the 
Lord will be admitted even by a reader pay- 
ing but small attention to the meaning of 
the words. The aposlle has just quoted 
from the prophecy of Isaiah, " Who hath 
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been his counsellor,' and then goes on, " For 
of him and from him and to him are all 
/ things.** That the prophet is speaking 
' about God the Word, the Maker of all 
' creation, may be learnt from what immedi- 
^ ately precedes: "Who hath measured the 
waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted 
out heaven with the span, and compre- 
hended the dust of the earth in a measure, 
and weighed the mountains in scales, an(l 
the hills in a balance? Who hath directed 
tlie Spirit of the Lord, or being his coun- 
sellor hath taught him ? " * Now the word 
*' who'* in this passage does not mean abso- 
lute impossibility, but rarity, as in the pas- 
sage *' Who will rise up for me against the 
evil doers?"* and "What man is he that 
desireth life ? " * and *' Who shall ascend into 
the hill of the Lord?"* So is it in the 

fassage in question, " Who hath directed 
Ixx., known] the Spirit of the Lord, or 
being his counsellor hath known him?" 
" For the Father loveth the Son and sheweth 
him all things.** • This is He who holds the 
earth, and hath grasped it with His hand, 
who brought all things to order and adorn- 
ment, who poised' the hills in their places, 
and measured the waters, and gave to all 
things in the universe their proper rank, 
who encompasseth the whole of heaven with 
but a small portion of His power, which, in 
a figure, the prophet calls a span. Well 
then did the apostle add "Of him and 
through him and to him are all things." ' 
For of Him, to all things that are, comes the 
cause of their being, according to the will 
of God the Father. Through Him all things 
have their continuance* and constitution,'® 
for He created all things, and metes out to 
each severally what is necessary for its health 
and preservation. Wherefore to Him all 
things are turned, looking with irresistible 
longing and unspeakable affection to " the 
' author" *' and maintainer " of" their " life," 
as it is written " The eyes of all wait upon 
thee,**'* and again, "These wait all upon 
thee,*'*' and "Thou openest thine hand, 
and satisfiest the desire of every living 
thing." " 

8. But if our adversaries oppose this our 
interpretation, what argument will save them 
from being caught in their own trap? 

For if they will not grant that the three 
expressions ** of him** and ''through him" 
and "to him " are spoken of the Lord, they 

1 *lntn. xi. 34, and Is. xl. 13. * Rom. xi. 3S. 

* Is. xl. la, 1.^. * Siofioir^. cf. Arist. de Sp. i. 1. 
» Ps. xciv. 16. *• cf. Col. i. 16, 17. 

* Ps. xxxiv. la. " Acts iii. 15. 
» Pk. xxiv 3. « Ps. cxlv. 15. 
•John V. K». » Pa, civ. 37. 

' t^oppovia. cf. Plat. Phasd. 109, A. >^ Ps. cxlv. 16. 



cannot but be applied to God the Father. ', 
Then without question their rule will fall 
through, for we find not only " of whom," 
but also "through whom" applied to the 
Father. And if this latter phrase indicates 
nothing derogatory, why in the world should 
it be confined, as though conveying the sense 
of inferiority, to the Son ? If it always and 
everywhere implies ministry, let them tell 
us to what superior the God of glory * and 
Father of the Christ is subordinate. 

They are thus overthrown by their own \ 
selves, while our position will be on both ' 
sides made sure. Suppose it proved that 
the passage refers to the Son, " of whom ** 
will be found applicable to the Son. Sup- 
pose on the other hand it be insisted that the 
prophet's words relate to God, then it will 
be granted that " through whom " is prop- 
erly used of God, and both phrases have 
equal value, in that both are used with equal 
force of God. Under either alternative both 
terms, being Employed of one and the same 
Person, will be snewn to be equivalent. 
But let us revert to our subject. 

9. In his Epistle to tne Ephesians the 
apostle says, " But speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ; from whom 
the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint suppli- 
eth, according to the efiiectual working in 
the measure of every part, maketh increase 
of the body." « 

And again in the Epistle to the Colossi- 
ans, to them that have not the knowledge of 
the Only Begotten, there is mention of him 
that holdeth "the head," that is, Christ, 
" from which all the body by joints and bands 
having nourishment ministered incrcaseth 
with the increase of God."* And that 
Christ is the head of the Church we have 
learned in another passage, when the apos- 
tle says "gave him to be the head over all 
things to the Church," * and " of his fulness 
have all we received." * And the Lord Him- 
self says "He shall take of mine, and shall 
shew it unto you." • In a word, the diligent 
reader will perceive that " of whom " is 
used in diverse manners.' For instance, the 
Lord says, " I perceive that virtue is gone 
out of me." " Similarly we have frequently 
observed " of whom " used of the Spirit. 
" He that soweth to the spirit," it is said, 

* Ps. xxix. 3; Acts vii. a. « Eph. i. aa. 

« Eph. iv. 15, 16. * John 1. 16. 

■ Col. ii. 19. • 1 John xvi. 15. 

' iroAvrpoiroi. cf. the cog-nate adverb in Heb. i. 1 . 

» •• t^ tMoD." The readinif in St. Luke (vlii. 46) is air' tuo". 
In the parallel pasnaire, Mark v. 50, the words are, ** Jesus 
knowint? in himself that virtue had g'ooe out of hun," c^ avrow 
which D. inserts iu Luke viii. 45. 
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** shall of the spirit reap life everlasting." * 

^ohn too writes, " Hereby we know that 
e abideth in us by (««) the spirit which he 
hath given us."* *' That which is conceived 
in her," says the angel. '* is of the Holy 
Ghost," * and the Lord says " that which is 
born of the spirit is spirit."* Such then is 
the case so far. 

10. It must now be pointed out that the 
phrase "through whom" is admitted by 
Scripture in the case of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Ghost alike. It 
would indeed be tedious to bring: forward 
evidence of this in the case of the Son, not 
only because it is perfectly well known, but 
because this very point is made by our op- 

'ponents. We now show that ** through 
whom" is used also in the case of the 
Father. "God is faithful," it is said, "by 
whom (6i*ov) ye were called unto the fellow- 
ship of his Son," * and " Paul an apostle of 
Jesus Christ by {M) the will of God ; " and 
again, " Wherefore thou art no more a ser- 
vant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir 
through God." * And " like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by (rf/d) the glory of 
God the Father."' Isaiah, moreover, says, 
" Woe unto them that make deep counsel 
and not through the Lord ; " " and many 
proofs of the use of this phrase in the case 
of the Spirit might be adduced. " God hath 
revealed him to us," it is said, "by ((JM) the 
spirit ; " • and in another place, " That good 
thing which was committed unto thee keep 
by (Aid) the Holy Ghost;"*® and again, 
*• To one is given by (6id) the spirit the word 
of wisdom." " 

11. In the same manner it may also be 
said of the word *' in," that Scripture admits 
its use in the case of God the Father. In the 
Old Testament it is said through {h) God we 
shall do valiantly,'* and, " My praise shall be 
continually of {h) thee; " " and again, " In 
thy name will I rejoice." '* In Paul we read, 
** In God who created all things," '• and, 
" Paul and Silvanus and Timotheus unto the 
church of the Thessalonians in God our 
Father;"'* and " if now at length I might 
have a pro^^perous journey by {h) the will 
of God to come to you ; " " and, " Thou 

• Gal. vi. S. » Malt. i. jo. * i Cor. L o. 

• 1 John iii. 34. '•John Hi. 6. 

• Gal. iv. 7. A. V. renda "an heir of Gnd thronj^h Christ • •» 
soKCD. R.V. with the copy used by Basil agrees with A.B. 

' Rnm. vi. ^. It is pointed out hy the Kev. C. F. H. John- 
ston in his edition of the De Spiriiu th.at among: quotitions 
from the .\e\v Testament on the point in question. St. Rasil 
has omitted Heh. ii. 10, " It became him for whom (<i* ov) are 
all thintrs and thmuifh whom f di' ol) are all thing^s,** ** where 
the Father is described as being* the final Cause and efficient 
Cause of all things." 

• Is. xxix. 15. Ixx. w a Tim. i. 14. " Ps. cvii. 13. 

• I Cor. ii. 10. " I Cor. xii 8. >» Ps. Ixxi. 6. 
>• For •• shall they rejoice/* Ps. Ixxsiz. 16. 

** Eph. iii. 9. Ma Then. i. i . >' Rom. 1. 10. 



makest thy boast of God." * Instances are 
indeed too numerous to reckon ; but whiit 
we want is not so much to exhibit an abun- 
dance of evidence as to prove that the con- 
clusions of our opponents are unsound. I 
shall, therefore, omit any proof of this usage 
in the case of our Lord and of the Holv 
Ghost, in that it is notorious. But I cannot 
forbear to remark that " the wise hearer " 
will find sufficient proof of the proposition 
before him by following the method of con- 
traries. For if the difference of language in- 
dicates, as we are told, that the nature has 
been changed, then let identity of language 
compel our adversaries to confess with shame 
that the essence is unchanged. 

12. And it is not only in the case of the 
theology that the use of the terms varies,* 
but whenever one of the terms takes the 
meaning of the other we find them fre- 
quently transferred from the one subject to 
the other. As, for instance, Adam says, *' I 
have gotten a man through God," ' meaning 
to say the same ^sfrom God ; and in another 
passjige ''Moses commanded . . . Israel 
through the word of the Lord,"* and, again, 
" Is not the interpretation through God?" * 
Joseph, discoursing about dreams to the 
prisoners, instead of saying '*yr^/w God," 
says plainly ^^ through God." Inversely 
Paul uses the term ^^from whom" instead 
of ^^ through whom," when he says "made 
from a woman" (A.V., "^" instead of 
^^ through a woman").* And this he has 
plainly distinguished in another passage, 
where he says that it is proper to a woman 
to be made of the man, and to a man to be 
made through the woman, in the words 
"For as the woman is from [A.V., of J the 
man, even so is the man also through [A.V., 
by] the woman." ' Nevertheless in the 
passage in question the apostle, while illus- 
trating the variety of usage, at the same time 
corrects obiter the error of those who sup- 
posed that the body of the Lord was a 
spiritual body," and, to shew that the God- 
bearing • flesh was formed out of the com- 

» Rom. ii. 17. 

« Accordinif to patristic usnee the word *• theology •» is con- 
cerned with all that relates to the divine and etern.ii nature ct 
Christ, as distinj^uiiihed from the oixoi'OMiai which rehites t'» 
the incarnation, and consequent redemption of mankind, cf. 
Bishop Lightfoot's Apostolic Fathers^ Part II. Vol. ii. p. 75, 
and Newman's Ari'ans, Chapter I. Section iii. 

*Gen. iv. 1, Ixx. A.V. renders "she conceived and bare 
Cain and said," and here St. Rasil has been accused of quotin)(^ 
from memory. But in the Greek of the Ixx. the subject t» 
clircv is not expresse<l, and a possible construction of the 
sentence is to refer it to Adam. In his work adv. £unom. ii. 
ao, St. Basil attain refers the exclamation to Adam. 

* Num. xxxvi. <;, Ixx. <>GaI.iv. 4. 
*Gen. xl.S. Ixx. 'iCor. xi. la. 

• The allusion is to the Docctae. cf. Luke xxiv. y^, 

•The note of the Benedictine Editors remark's thnt the 
French theolo<rian Fronton du Due (Duca;u8) accuses Thet-d- 
oret (on Cyril's Anath. vii.) of mtsquotinir St. Basil as 
writin}; here ** God-bearing man '* instead ot ** God-bearing 
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mon lump * of human nature, gave prece- 
dence to the more emphatic preposition. 

The phrase " through a woman " would 
be likely to give rise to the suspicion of 
mere transit in the generation, while the 
phrase " of the woman " would satisfacto- 
rily indicate that the nature was shared by 
the mother and the offspring. The apostle 
was in no wise contradicting himself, but he 
shewed that the words can without difficulty 
be interchanged. Since, therefore, the term 
" from whom " is transferred to the identical 
subjects in the case of which '* through 
whom ** is decided to be properly used, with 
what consistency can these phrases be in- 
variably distinguished one from the other, in 
order that fault may be falsely found with true 
religion ? 

CHAPTER VI. 

Issue joined with those who assert that the Son 
is not with the Father, but after the Father. 
Also concerning the equal glory, 

13. Our opponents, while they thus art- 
fully and pei*vcrsely encounter our argument, 
cannot even have recourse to the plea of ig- 
norance. It is obvious that they are annoyed 
with us for completing the doxology to 
the Only Begotten to<;ether with the Father, 
and for not separating the Holy Spirit from 
the Son. On this account the}* style us in- 
novators, revolutionizers, phrase-coiners, and 
every other possible name of insult. Hut 
' so far am I from being irritated at their 
abuse, that, were it not for the fact that their 
loss causes me " heaviness and continual 
sorrow," ' I could almost have said that I 
was grateful to them for the blasphemy, as 
though they were agents for providing mc 
with blessing. For *' blessed are ye," it is 
said, '* when men shall revile you for my 
I sake."' The grounds of their indignation 
' are these : The Son, according to them, is 
not together with the Father, but after the 
Father. Hence it follows that glory should 
be ascribed to the Father ** through him," 
but not ''^ With him;" inasmuch as ^^ w/th 
him " expresses equality of dignity, while 
' ' through him " denotes subordination. They 
further assert that the Spirit is not to be 
ranked along with the Father and the Son, 
but under the Son and the Father; not co- 
flesh," a term of different sijrnification and less open ns n 
Nestorian interprctatioti. *« God-bcarinfTi'* ^«o^dpo«, was an 
epithet applied to mere men, ns, for instance, St. Ignatius. So ' 
Clement of Alexandria, I. Strr»m, p. .^iJ*, and Grej^ory <^f 
Nazi:m£us. Or. xxxvii. p. 609. St. Basil does use the expres. 
sion Jesus Christ av$fn»tnov Oeor in Horn, on Ps. xllz. 
1 <S tana, ef. Rom. ix. ai. 
s r/*. Rom. ix. a. * Matt. t. 11. 



ordinated, but subordinated ; not connumer- 
ated, but subnumerated.* 

With technical terminology of this kind 
they pervert the simplicity and artlessness of 
the faith, and thus by their ingenuity, suffer- 
ing no one else to remain in ignorance, they 
cut off froin themselves the plea that igno- 
rance might demand. 

14. Let us first ask them this question : 
In what sense do they say that the Son is 
" after the Father ; " later in time, or in or- 
der, or in dignity.^ But in time no one is so 
devoid of sense as to assert that the Maker 
of the ages" holds a second place, when no 
interval intervenes in the natural conjunction 
of the Father with the Son.' And indeed 
so far as our conception of human relations 
goes,^ it is impossible to think of the Son as 
being later than the Father, not only from 
the fact that Father and Son are mutually 
conceived of in accordance with the relation- 
ship subsisting between them, but because 
posteriority in time is predicated of subjects 
separated by a less interval from the present, 
and priority of subjects farther off. For in- 
stance, what happened in Noah's time is 
prior to what happened to the men of Sodom, 
masmuch as Noah is more remote from our 
own day ; and, again, tlie events of the history 
of the men of Sodom are posterior, because 
they seem in a sense to approach nearer to 
our own day. But, in addition to its being 
a breach of true religion, is it not really the 
extremest folly to measure the existence of 
the life which transcends all time and all the 
ages by its distance from the present.^ Is it 
not as though God the Father could be com- 
pared wilh, and be made superior to, God the 
Son, who exists before the ages, precisely 
in the same way in which things liable to 
beginning and corruption are described as 
prior to one another.^ 

The superior remoteness of the Father is 
really inconceivable, in that thought and in- 
telligence are wholly impotent to go beyond 
the generation of the Lord ; and St. John 
has admirably confined the conception within 
circumscribed boundaries by two words, 
''In the beginning was the Word." For 
thought cannot travel outside " wdf^," nor 
imagination* beyond ^^ beginning.** Let 

1 virora<r<rM. cf, i Cor. xv. 27, and I'nJ, cf, chapter xvii. 
viroT«'T'»7^«i">« is applied to the Son in the Mncrostich or 
Tx!ni>:thv Creed, brought by Kudoxius of Germanicia to 
Milan m 344. Vidt Soc ii. 19. 

* Yet the great watchword of the Arians was fp n-orc ore 
• « 

OVX t/l'. 

* Tn ivvoi^T»v avBattmvtv is here the readinij of five MSS. 
The nenedictines prefer twi' ai'tfp^rw. , wilh Ihu sense of •* in 
huiir.in thouvfht." 

* t'ai'Tatria is the philosophic t<»nn for imagination or presen- 
tation, the mental faculty by which the object mnde apparent, 
^avrflur/Aa, becomes apparent, ^otVcrat. AristoUe, de An. 111. 
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your thought travel ever so far backward, 
you cannot get beyond the '* wa^," and 
however you may strain and strive to see 
what is beyond the Son, you will find it im- 
possible to get further than the " beginning^ 
True religion, therefore, thus teaches ns to 
think of the Son together with the Father. 
15. If they really conceive of a kind of 
degradation of the Son in relation to the 
Father, as though He were in a lower place, 
so that the Father sits above, and tlie Son is 
thrust off to the next seat below, let them 
confess what they mean. We shall have no 
more to say. A plain statement of the view 
will at once expose its absurdity. They who 
refuse to allow that the Father pervades all 
things do not so much as maintain the logi-. 
cal sequence of thouj^ht in their argument. 
The faith of the sound is that God fills all 
l!iin;;s;' but they who divide their up and 
down between the Father and the Son do 
not remember even the word of tlie 
Prophet: " If I climb up into heaven thou 
art there; if I go down to hell thou art 
there also." ' Now, to omit all proof of the 
i^orance of those who predicate place of 
incorporeal things, what excuse can be 
found for their attack upon Scripture, 
shameless as their antagonism is, in the 
passages " Sit thou on my right hand ** ' and 
'' Sat down on the right hand of the majesty 
of God"?* The expression *' right hand" 
does not, as they contend, indicate the lower 
place, but equality of relation ; it is not un- 
<lerstood physically, in which case there 
might be something sinister about God,* but 
Scripture puts before us the magnificence of 
the dignity of the Son by the use of dignified 
language indicating the seat of honour. It 
is left then for our opponcjits to allege that 
this expression signifies inferiority of rank. 
Let them learn that " Christ is the power 
of God and wisdom of God," * and that 
*' He is the image of the invisible God " ' 
and '* brightness of his glorv," * and that 
*'IIim hath God the Father" scaled," * by 
ensraving Himself on Him.**^ 

iii. »o, defines it as ** a movement ofthc mind g^-neratcd by sen- 
satirin.'* Fancy, which is derived from ^\via.(Tia. (^aicoj, 
/BllAssr shine) has acquired a slightly difTerent meanin*^ 
in some usag'esof modern speech. 

* Eph, iv. 10. «Ps. cxxxix. 7, P.H. • Ps. ex. 1. 

« llcb. i. 3, with the variation of •• of God ** for •• on hiirh " 

• I know of no better way of conveyinjr the sense of the 
orij^inal aKniot than by thus introductni; the I ^tin stHt's/er, 
which hns the double meaning: of left and ill>omcned. It i^ to 
the credit of the ansuperstitious character of En^lish*'peakintr 
people thit while the (^reek VKa^o^ and ooiorooc, tlie Latin 
^iutsttr and /^rrwx, the French ^/rarrA^, and the German link^ all 
have the meaning of awkwnr'land unlucky as well as simply 
on the Icflt hand, the En -!ish A// (thoujrn probably derived 
from lifL ^ weak) has loht all c )n:iot:ttion but the local one. 

*iCor. i. 24. 'Col. i 15. •lleb. i.3. • John vi. 27. 

'•The more obvious intfrpri-lati-»n of icboa'ntftv in John vi. 

37, would he sealed with a mark ot anproval, as in the miracle 

Jast pert'ormed. cf, Ben|j^l, " sijiUj iJ quod gtnuinum tst 



Now are we to call these passages, and 
others like them, throughout the whole of 
Holy Scripture, proofs of humiliation, or 
rather public proclamations of the maj'esty 
of the Only Begotten, and of the equality 
of His glory with the Father? We ask 
them to listen to the Lord Himself, distinctly 
setting forth the equal dignity of His glory 
with the Father, in His words, "He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father;"* and 
again, *' When the Son cometh in the glory 
of his Father ;" ' that they " should honour 
the Son even as they honour the Father;"' 
and, " We beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father ; " * and 
"the only begotten God which is in the 
bosom of the Father." * Of all these pas- 
sages they take no account, and then assign 
to the Son the place set apart for His foes. 
A father's bosom is a fit and becomins: seat 
for a son, but the place of tiie footstool is 
for them that have to be forced to fall.'' 

We have only touched cursorily on these 
proofs, because our object is to pass on to 
other points. You at your leisure can put 
together the items of the evidence, and then 
contemplate the height of the glory and the 
preeminence of the power of the Only 
Begotten. However, to the well-disposed 
hearer, even these are not insignificant, un- 
less the terms " rijjht hand" and " bosom" 
be accepted in a physical and derogatory 
sense, so as at once to circumscribe God in 
local limits, and invent form, mould, and 
!)odily position, all of which are totally dis- 
tinct from the idea of the absolute, the in- 
llnite, and the incorporeal. There is more- 
over the fact that what is derogatory in the 
idea of it is the same in the case both of the 
Father and the Son; so that whoever repeats 
these arguments does not take away the 
dignity of the Son, but does incur the 
charge of blaspheming the Father; for what- 
ever audacity a man be guilty of against 
the Son he cannot but transfer to the Father. 
If he assigns to the Father the upper place 

rommfHtfatHr, ei omne qitod non gtnuinum *si txcluditur." 
nut St. Basil explains ** sealed " by ** stamped with the imae^e 
of His Person," an Interpretation which Alford rejects. St. 
Rasil, at the end of Chapter xxvi. of this work, calls our Lord 
the x'^-P^'^'^'tP K''^* ivoTvnoi cr^pavif, ».t.f ** express imnp^e and 
seal g^raven to the like " of the Father. St. Athanasius (Ep. i. 
ad Scrap, xxiii.) writes, ** The seal has the form of Christ the 
scaler, and in this the sealed participate, being formed accord- 
ing to it.'* cf. Gal. iv. 19, ana z Pet. i. 4. 

* T'^hn xiv. 9, • Mark viii. ^S. 'John v. 23. * John i. 14. 

*tohni. iS. " Only begotten God" is here the reading of 
five MSS. of Basil. The words are wantinii^ in one codex. In 
Chapter viii. of this work St. Basil distinctly quotes Scripture 
as calling the Son •• only bejrottcn Goa.*' (Chapter viii. 
Section 17.) But in Chapter xi. Section a?, where he has l>ccn 
allceed to quote John i, iS, with the reaainjf ** Only begotten 
Son" (rg.t Alford), the MS. authority for his text is in 
f.ivour or "Only begotten God." OT is the readini; of y. 
B.C. fC of A. On the comparative weight of the textual and 
patristic evidence viJg Bp. Westcott in loc, 

^cf, Ps. ex. I. 
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by way of precedence, and asserts that the 
only begotten Son sits below, he will find 
th:it to the creature of his imagination attach 
all the consequent conditions of body. And 
if these are the imaginations of drunken 
delusion and phrensied insanity, can it be 
consistent with true religion for men taught 
by the Lord himself that " He that honour- 
eth not the Son honoureth not the Father " * 
to refuse to worship and glorify with the 
Father him who in nature, in glory, and in 
dignity is conjoined with him? What shall 
we say? What just defence shall we have 
in the day of the awful universal judgment 
of all creation, if, when the Lord clearly 
announces that He will come ''in the glory 
of his Father ; " * when Stephen beheld 
Jesus standing at the right h:ind of God ; ^ 
when Paul testified in the spirit concerning 
Christ " that he is at the right hand of 
iGod ; " * when the Father says, " Sit thou 
on my right hand ; " * when the Holy Spirit 
hears witness that he has sat down on '* the 
right hand of the majesty " * of God ; we 
attempt to degp'ade him who shares the 
honour and the throne, from his condition of 
equality, to a lower state?' Standing and 
sitting, I apprehend, indicate the fixity and 
entire stability of the nature, as Baruch, when 
he wishes to exhibit the immutability and 
immobility of the Divine mode of existence, 
says, *' For thou sittest for ever and we 
perish utterly." * Moreover, the place on 
the right hand indicates in my judgment 
equality of honour. Rash, then, is the at- 
tempt to deprive the Son of participation in 
the doxology, as though worthy only to be 
ranked in a lower place of honour. 

CHAPTER Vn. 

Against those who assert that it is not proper 
for " with whom '* to be said of the Son^ and 
that the proper phrase is " through whom.'* 

1 6. But their contention is that to use 
the phrase *' with him " is altogether strange 
and unusual, while " through him " is at 
once most familiar in Holy Scripture, and 
very common in the language of the brother- 
hood.* What is our answer to this? We 
say. Blessed are the ears that have not heard 
you and the hearts that have been kept from 
the wounds of your words. To you, on the 



• Ps. ex. I. 

• Heb. viii. i. 



' lohn V. 2x. » Acta vii.^5. 

• Miitt. XVI. ay. * Uom, viii. .^4.. 
'Mr. Johnston wril points out that these five testimonies 

arc not cited fortuitously, but " in an order which carries the 
reader from the future second comintt, throug^h the present 
session at the ris^ht hand, back to the ascension in the past." 

• Haruch iii. t, Ixx. 

• The word al9Kit6n\^ Is In the New Testament pecniiar 
to S. Peter (1 Peter ii. 17, and v. 9) ; it occurs in the Epistle of 
St. Clement to the Coriuthians, Chap. ii. 



other hand, who are lovers of Christ,' I say 
that the Church recognizes both uses, and 
deprecates neither as subversive of the <jther. 
For whenever we are contemplating the 
majesty of the nature of the Only Begotten, 
and the excellence of His dignity, we bear 
witness that the glory is with the Father ; 
while on the other hand, whenever we be- 
think us of His bestowal * on us of good 
gifts, and of our access' to, and admission 
into, the household of God,* we confess that 
this grace is ejected for us through Him and 
by^ Him. 

It follows that the one phrase " with 
whom " is the proper one to be used in the 
ascription of glory, while the other, 
^^ through whom,** is specially appropriate 
in giving of thanks. It is also quite untrue 
to allege that the phrase ^^ with whom" is 
unfamiliar in the usage of the devout. All . 
those whose soundness of character leads 
them to hold the dignity of antiquity to be 
more honourable than mere new-fangled ' 
novelty, and who have preserved the tradi- 
tion of their fathers* unadulterated, alike in i 
town and in country, have employed this 
phrase. It is, on the contrary, they who arc 
sui-feited with the familiar and the customary, 
and arrogantly assail the old as stale, who wel- 
come innovation, just as in dress your lovers 
of display always prefer some utter novelty 
to what is generally worn. So you may 
even still see that the language of country 
folk preserves the ancient fashion, while of 
these, our cunning expertc ' in logomachy, 
the language bears the brand of the new 
philosophy. 

What our fathers said, the same say we, 
that the glory of the Father and of the Son ] 
is common ; wherefore we offer the doxology ' 
to the Father with the Son. But we do not 
rest only on the fact that such is the tradi- 
tion of the Fathers; for they too followed 
the sense of Scripture, and started from the 
evidence which, a few sentences back, I 
deduced from Scripture and laid before you. 
For "the brightness" is always thought of 

1 ^iA((xP«rrot. The word is not common, but occurs in 
inscriptions, ir/*. Anth. Pal. I. x. 13. 

6p0i}v iriimv e^ovaa ^lAoyptoroio /ui«yotv^f . 

* X^Pfy <i* C/*the use of the cognate verb in i Pet. ir. 11. 
<*{ (<rxvoc J^f x^ATy** ^ 0<6f . 

» irpoo-ayMyif. cf, Eph. ii. 18. 

^ oiMituVKv irp&c rw %t6v, cf, otxctoi roC 9eoC in Eph. ii. 19. 

» The verb, ivrpipono'^ appears to be used by St. Basil, if he 
wrote ^vrcTpifAtfcVwv in Ihe sense of to be iyrpifin^ or verst-d in 
a thinfiT W- Soph. Ant. 177) — a sense not illustrated by 
classical usage. But the reading of the Moscow MS. (•') 
iirrt$prt».iiivt»v, "trained in."** nurtured in," is per m much 
more probable. The idea of the country folk preserving th .; 
firood old traditions shews the change of^circumstances in St. 
Basil's day from those of the ad c, when the ** pngant " ' r 
villaeers wem mostiv still heathen, and the l:istto adopt the 
novelty of Chrfctianity. cf. Pliny's Letter to Trajan (Ep. 9^>, 
*• ne^H€ civitates iantHm sfd vi'co* etiam atque aj^ros supers 
ftittouU istiuM comtagio ptrvagata ist,** 
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with **tlie glory,"* "the image" with the 
archetype,* and the Son always and every- 
where together with the Father; nor does 
even the close connexion of the names, much 
less the nature of the things, admit of separa- 
tion. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

In how many ways " through whom " is used; 
and in what sense " with whom " is more 
suitable. Explanation of how the Son re- 
ceives a commandment^ and how He is sent, 

17. When, then, the apostle *' thanks 
God through Jesus Christ," 'and again says 
that *' through Him " we have '* received 
grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith 
among all nations,"* or " through Him have 
access unto this grace wherein we stand and 
rejoice," * he sets forth the boons conferred 
on us by the Son, at one time making the 
jTjace of the good gifts pass through from the 
Father to us, and at another bringing us to 
the Father through Himself. For by saying 
" through whom we have received g^raceand 
apostleship," * he declares the supply of the 
good gifts to proceed from that source; and 
again in saying "through whom we have 
had access," ' he sets forth our acceptance 
and being made " of the household of God" " 
through Christ. Is then the confession of the 
grace wrought by Him to usward a detrac- 
tion from His glory? Is it not truer to say 
that the recital of His benefits is a proper 
argument for glorifying Him? It is on this 
account that we have not found Scripture 
describing the Lord to us by one name, nor 
even by such terms alone as are indicative of 
His godhead and majesty. At one time it 
uses terms descriptive of His nature, for it 
recognises the " name which is above every 
name,'** the name of Son,*® and speaks of 
true Son," and only begotten God,*' and 
Power of God,*' and Wisdom,** and Word.** 
Then again, on account of the divers man- 
ners *• wherein grace is given to us, which, 
becauseof the riches of His goodness,*^ accord- 
ing to his manifold ** wisdom, he bestows on 

* Heb. i. I. ff. Aujr. Ep, ii. ad Scrap.: "The Father is 
Lif^ht, and the Son brightnebS and true light." 

« 3 Cor, iv. 4. » Rom. v. a. " cf. Eph. ii. 19. 

» Rom. i. 8. • Rom. i. 5. » Phil. ii. 9. 

* Rom. i. ?. ' Rom. v. a. 

»Two M!»S.. those in the R. Museum and at Vienna, read 
here lit^ov. In Ep, a 10. 4, St. Basil writes that the name above 
every name is o^no rb itaA«i'atfa( avriv Viwi^ rov Ocov. 

11 cf. >f att. xir. 13, and xxvii, 54. 

"John i. jS. r/Tnote on p. 

u I Cor. i. 34, and possibly Rom. i. 16, if with D. we read 
go«Del of Christ, 

"1 C>r. i. 34. 

"rvf-.John i. I. €f, P». cvli. ao; Wisdom ix. 1, xviii. 15; 
Ecclesiasticos xliti. ao. 

*• To voAvr/Mvor. cf. Heb. 1. i. 

" Tdr vAovror t^s aya9on7ro«. cf, Rom ii. 4, toiJ vAovrov rijv 
y^if^mrifroc. 

» Eph. iii. la 



them that need. Scripture designates Him bjr 
innumerable other titles, calling Him Shep- 
herd,* King,* Physician,' Bridegroom,* Way,* 
Door,' Fountain,' Bread,** Axe,' and Rock.'* 
And these titles do not set forth His nature, 
but, as I have remarked, the variety of the 
eflectual working which, out of His tender- 
heartedness to His own creation, according 
to the peculiar necessity of each. He bestows 
upon them that need. Them that have fled 
for refuge to His ruling care, and through 
patient endurance have mended their way- 
ward ways,'* He calls "sheep," and confesses 
Himself to be, to them that hear His voice 
and refuse to give heed to strange teaching, a 
*' shepherd." For " my sheep," He says, 
" hear my voice." To them that have now 
reached a higher stnge and stand in need of 
righteous royalty,'* He is a King. 

And in that, through the straight way of 
His commandments. He leads men to good 
actions, and again because He safely shuts 
in all who through faith in Him betake them- 
selves for shelter to the blessing of the higher 
wisdom," He is a Door. 

So He says, '* By me if any man enter in, 
... he shall go in and out and shall And past- 
ure."** Again, because to the faithful He is 
a defence strong, unshaken, and harder to 
break than any bulwark. He is a Rock. 
Among these titles, it is when He is styled 
Door, or Way, that the phrase "throujjh 
Him " is very appropriate and plain. As, 
however, God and Son, He is glorified with 
and together with ** the Father, in that '* at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the eartii ; and that every tonjjue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 



'/^., John X. I a. 
^f/f't Matt. xxi. 5. 
*e.if., Matt. ix. la. 
*e.^.t Matt. ix. 15. 
8 ^y^., John xiv. 6. 



•*j^., John X. 9. 
^ cj. Rev. XXI. 6. 
•/.^., John vi. ai. 
cf. Matt. iii. 10. 
^o^yf., I Cor. X. 4. 



1* I tninslate here the reading of the Parisian Codex, called 
by the Benedictine Editors Jie/^iMS Secundus^ rh tvfitrdftoKoy 
icaTwp^icoraf. The harder readiniiif, to cv/itraJoroi', which may 
be rendered " have perfected their readiness to distribute," has 
the best manuscript authority, but it is barely intelligible; and 
the Benedictine Eaitora are quite right in calling attention totlie 
fact that the point in question here is not the readiness of the 
flock to distribute (cj. i Tim. vi. iS), but their patient fol- 
lowing of their Master. The Benedictine Editors boldly pro* 
pose to introduce a word of no authority to a^ii ra^oAot■, 




>f the passage to the words of our I^rd, ** have fled for refuge 
o his ruling cire," corresponding with " the sheep follow 
lim, for thev know his voice" (St. John x. 4), and "have 



ness 
of Eusta'thins, and seems to fit in best "with the application 

of ------ 

to 

him, 

mended their wayward ways," with " a stranger will they not 

follow," V. 5. Mr. Johnston, in his valuable note, compares 

Orieen*s teaching on the Names of our Lord. 

1* So three MSS. Others repeat ciriaratr'a, translnti'd 
•• ruling care " above, cvvo/uiof is used by Plato for " lawful " 
and " law-abiding." (Legg. gai C. ana Rep. 434 £.) In 1 
Cor. ix. at, A.V. renders *• under the law." 

13 To ri}f yFwocwf ayatfoc .' possibly ** the good of knowledge 
of him." 

1* John X. 9. i^cf. note on page 3, on iitra and v^r. 
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the glory of God the Father." * Wherefore 
we use both terms, expressing by the one 
His own proper dignity, jmd by the other 
His grace to usward. 

i8. For '* through Him " comes every 
succour to our souls, and it is in accordance 
with each kind of care that an appropriate 
title has been devised. So when He pre- 
sents to Himself the blameless soul, not 
having spot or wrinkle,* like a pure maiden, 
He is called Bridegroom, but whenever He 
receives one in sore plight from the devil's 
evil strokes, healing it in the heavy infirmity 
of its sins. He is named Physician. And 
shall this His care for us degrade to mean- 
ness our thoughts of Him ? Or, on the con- 
trary, shall it smite us with amazement at 
once at the mighty power and love to man ' 
of the Saviour, in that He both endured to 
sufier with us* in our infirmities, and was able 
to come down to our weakness? For not 
heaven and earth and the great seas, not 
the creatures that live in the water and on 
I dry land, not plants, and stars, and air, and 
' seasons, not the vast variety in the order of 
the universe,* so well sets forth the excel- 
lency of His might as that God, being in- 
comprehensible, should have been able, im- 
passibly, through fiesh, to have come into 
close conflict with death, to the end that by 
His own suffering He might give us the boon 
of freedom from suflering.* The apostle, it 
is true, says, " In all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved 
us." ' But in a phrase of this kind there is 
no suggestion of any lowly and subordinate 
ministry,* but rather of the succour rendered 
'* in the power of his might." • For He Him- 

> Phil. ii. lo, II. s Eph. V. 99. 

* ^i\avBf>jnna occurs twice in the N.T. (Acts xxviii. a, and 
Titus iii. 4) and is in the former passage rendered by A.V. 
•• ktndmtfx^^* in the latter by *• love to man." The ^kKavBpmwia 
of the Maltese barbarians corresponds with the lower classical 
sense of kindliness and courtesy. The love of God in Christ 
to man introduces practically a new connotation to the word 
and its cognates. 

* Or to sympathize with oar infirmities. 

' iroi<iAi| diiuc6<r/uiiT«rK. £i«ur6<fMi?<rtf was the technical term 
of the Pythagorean nhilosophy for the orderly Arrangement of 
the universe (r/. Arist. Metaph. I. v. a, •• »» oAiy fiifluc6<rMi?<ri« *') ; 
Pythagoras bcini? credited with the first application of the 
word Kb<7M<K to the universe. (Plut. a, SS6 c.) So m »»</«.« in 
Latin, whence Aug^stine*s oxymoron, **0 mnnde immnnde !** 
On the scriptural useof ic6<rMo> and aiwv vide Archbp. Trench's 
Aifw Tenlnment Synonyms^ p. 304. 

•In Horn, on Ps. Txv. Section 5. St. Basil describes the 
power of God the Word being most distinctly shewn in the 
arconom^ of the incarnation and His descent to the lo%vliness 
and the infirmity of the manhood, cf. Ath. on the Incarnation, 
sect. C|, *' He was made man that we mieht be msde God; 
and He manifested Himself by a body that \ve might receive 
the idea of the unseen Father; and He endured the insolence 
of men that we might inherit immortality. For while He 
Himself was in no way injured, being impassible nnd incor- 
ruptible and very Word and God, men who wcr^ suffering, 
and for whose sakes He endured all this, He maintained and 
preserved in His own impassibility.'* ^ Rom. viii. 37. 

* vn^pcvid. Lit. *• under-n)wing." The cognate uiniprTTf? 
is the word used in Acts xxvi. 16, in the words of the Saviour 
to St. Paul, •• to make thee a minister," and in i Cor. iv. i, " Let 
a man so account ol us as of the ministers of Christ." 

" £ph. vi. low 



self has bound the strong man and spoiled 
his goods,* that is, us men, whom our enemy 
had abused in every evil activity, and made 
*' vessels meet for the Master's use *'* us who 
have been perfected for every work thiough 
the making ready of that part of us which is 
in our own control.* Thus we have had our 
approach to the Father through Him, being 
translated from "the power of darkness to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light."* We must not, however, regard 
the oRConomy * through the Son as a compul- . 
sory and subordinate ministration resulting ' 
from the low estate of a slave, but rather the 
voluntary solicitude working eflectually tor 
His own creation in goodness and in pity, 
according to the will of God the Father. . 
For we shall be consistent with true religion ' 
if in all that was and is from time to time 
perfected by Him, we both bear witness 
to the perfection of His power, and in no 
case put it asunder from the Father's will. 
For instance, whenever the Lord is called 
the Way, we are carried pn to a higher 
meaning, and not to that which is derived 
from the vulgar sense of the word. We un- 
derstand by Way that advance *• to perfec- . 
tion which is made stage by stage, and in 
regular order, through the works of righteous- 
ness and *' the illumination of knowledge ; " ' 
ever longing after what is before, and reach- 
ing forth unto those things which remain,* 
until we shall have reached the blessed end, 
the knowledge of God, which the Lord 
through Himself bestows on them that have 
trusted in Him. For our Lord is an essen- 
tially good Way, where erring and straying 
are unknown, to that which is essentially 
good, to the Father. For " no one," He 
says, " Cometh to the Father but [" by," 
A. v.] through me." • Such is our way up 
to God '' through the Son." 

19. It will follow that we should next in 
order point out the character of the pro- 
vision of blessings bestowed on us by the 

» c/". Matt. xii. 20. <aTim. ii. ai. 

>This passage ts difficnit to render alike from the variety 
of readings and the obscurity of each. I have endeavoured 
to represent the force of the Greek ix r^f iroitiaaia^ rou 
e<fr' iiuty, understanding by *• rb i^* rifitv,** practically, " our 
free will." cf. the enumeration of what is ct^* hmo', wiihin 
our own control, in the Enchiridion of Eptctetus, Chap. I. 
*• Within our own control are impulse, desire, inclination." On 
Is. vi.S," Here am I; send me," St. Basil writes, •• He did not 
add * I will go; * for the acceptance of the message is within 
our control (t^* n^ti'), but to be made capable of s'oing is of 
Him that gives the grace, of the enahlinir God." The Henc- 
dictine translation o? the text is "//r liberi arbftrii noftrt 
pr€tf>araiionem** But other readings are (i) ri\% «^* nM«»'i '*the 
prepamtion which is in our own control; " (ii) rnf ^roi^aa/ac 
avToO, *' His preparation ; " and (iii) the Syriac represented by 
" arbitrio sho.** 

* Col. i. 13, n. ^rf. note on page 7. 

« irpoKoini : c/. Luke ii. 5a, wher« it is said that our Lord 
irpofVcoirrc, #.<»., " continued to cut His way forward." 

' I Cor. IV. 6, R. V. marg. 

^ There soems to be here a recollection, though not a qao« 
tation, of Phil. iii. 13. • John xiv. 6. 
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Father ** through him." Inasmuch as all 
created nature, both this visible world and 
all that is conceived of in the mind, can- 
not hold together without the care and 
providence of God, the Creator Word, the 

; Only begotten God, apportioning His succour 
according to the measure of the needs of 
each, distributes mercies various and mani- 
fold on account of the manv kinds and ciiar- 
acters of the recipients of His bounty, but 
appropriate to the necessities of individual 
requirements. Those that are confined in 
the darkness of ignorance He enlightens: 
for this reason He is true Li-^ht.* Portioning 
requital in accordance with the desert of 
deeds, He judges: for this reason He is 
righteous Judge.* *'For the Father judgeth 
no man, but hath committed all judgment 
to the Son." ' Those that have lapsed from 
the lofty height of life into sin He raises from 
their fall: for this reason He is Resurrec- 

' tion.* Effectually working by tiie touch of 
His power and the will of His goodness He 
does all things. He shepherds ; He en- 
lis^htens ; He nourishes ; He heals ; He guides ; 
He raises up; He calls into being things that 
were not ; He upholds what has been created. 
Thus the good things that come from God 
reach us " through the Son," who works in 
each case with greater speed than speech 
can utter. For not lightnings, not light's 
course in air, is so swift ; not eyes' sharp turn, 
not the movements of our very thought. Nay, 
by the divine energy is each one of these in 
speed further surpassed than is the slowest 
of all living cieatures outdone in motion by 
birds, or even winds, or the rush of the 
heavenly bodies; or, not to mention these, 
by our very thought itself. For what extent 
of time is needed by Him who *' upholds all 
things by the word of His power,"* and 
works not by bodily agency, nor requires 
the help of hands to form and fashion, but 
holds in obedient following and unforced 
consent the nature of all things that are? 
So as Judith says, " Thou hast thought, and 
what things thou didst determine were ready 
at hand." • On the other hand, and lest we 
should ever be drawn away by the great- 
ness of the works wrought to imagine that 
the Lord is without beginning,' what saith 



« John i. ^ •John v. aa. • Hcb. i. 3. 

• aTiin. iv. S. * John xi. 35. ^Judith ix. c and 6. 

T acapYo;. This word is used in two senses by the Fathers, 
j^l In the sense of ac'to? or etemni, it is applied {a) to the 
Trinity in unity, r^., St^ttst. Atisr. v. 443 (Mi^ne Ath. iv. 783), 
ftltrihuted to Athanasiiiit, ko\¥ov ii ov<r a' xoivoy ro avapxov, 
(^) To the Son. e.^.,Gn:g. Naz. Orat. xxix. 490, cac rriv avo 
l^peror ronf aox^'^ "^* ni-aoxov 6 virf, ovic ap;^< rat >Ao arrh xo^^ov 
o x^***'^ XfamiTi^. (ii) In the sense of dva Tto«, •* causeless," 
** origimh primcipio ear*n$C* it is annlied to the Father alone, 
and not to the Son. So Gregory of Nazianzus, in the oration 
footed above, 6,vtbf, ki,¥ iai% otriov thv vartpa Ao/i/Say]^, ovk 



the Sclf-Existent ? * "I live through [by, 
A. v.] the Father, " * and the power of 
God ; " The Son hath power [can, A.V.] 
to do nothing of himself. " * And the 
self- complete Wisdom.'^ I received *' a com- 
mandment what 1 should say and what I 
should speak." * Through all these words 
He is guiding us to the knowledge of the 
Father, and refening our wonder at all that 
is brought into existence to Him, to the 
end that "through Him" we may know the 
Father. For the Father is not regarded from 
the difference of the operations, by the exhibi- 
tion of a separate and peculiar energy ; for 
whatsoever things He sees the Father doing, 
''these also doeth the Son likewise;"* 
but He enjoys our wonder at all that comes 
to pass out of the glory which comes 
to Him from the Only Begotten, rejoicing 
in the Doer Himself as well as in the 
greatness of the deeds, and exalted by all 
who acknowledge Him as Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, *' through whom [by 
whom, A. v.] are all things, and for whom are 
all diings." • Wherefore, saith the Lord, "All 
mine are thine," ' as though the sovereignty 
over created tilings were conferred on Him, 
and "Thine are mine," as though the creat- 
ing Cause came thence to Him. We are not 
to suppose that He used assistance in His 
action, or yet was entrusted with tlie ministry 
of each individual work by detailed commis- 
sion, a condition distinctly menial and quite 
inadequate to the divine dignity. Rather 
was the Word full of His Father's excel- 
lences ; He shines forth from the Father, and 
does all things according to the likeness of 
Him that begat Him. For if in essence He 
is without variation, so also is He without 

avapx^t *' ^^® Son, if ytm understand the Father as cause, 
is not without beg:inninjf.'* ap\fi yApvioD irariip *k oirios. ** For 
the Father, as cau^e, is Beipnuintf of the Son." But, thnujrh 
the Son in this sense wns not aKanxof, lie was said to be 
begotten avapxwv. So Greg. Naz. {Horn, xxxvii. 590) to iiioK 
ovo/ia ToO ai'dpyiuf y*v}n\9t.vTOK^ I'ioc. C/*. the Letter of Alexan- 
der of Alexandria to Alexander of Constantinople. Thend. 
Ece, Hist. i. 3. rqv avapvoK av-nj* iropii rou irarpot "^tvv^oKv ava.ri 
%tvraK, c/". Hooker, £'rf.A*o/.v. 54. ** By the );ift of eternal ^cn. 
eration Christ hath received of the Father one and in number 
the selfsame substance which the Father hath of himself un« 
received from any other. For every btjeinning is a falkrr 
unto that which cometh of it; and rvtry offspring is a son unto 
that out of which it frroweth. Seeing, therefore, the Father 
alone is ori}^nally that Deity which Christ oriiiinally is nut 
(for Christ is God by being of God, light by issuinif out of 
light)^ it followeth hereupon that whatsoever Christ hath com- 
mon unto him with his heavenly Father, the same of neces* 
sity must be given him, but naturally and eternally given." 
So Hilary D* Trin. xii. at. *• Uhi auctor eternus «/, ibi ei 
nativatis atemitas fst: quia sicut mativiias ab auttort est. 
Ha et ab atemo ouctore aterua nativitas est.** And Augus- 
tine De Triu. v. 15, ** Naturam prastat filio sxnb \^\t\o g«n- 
eratio.** 

» n avrotTMi;. * John v. ig. 'John v. 19. 

« John vi. 57. * John xli. 49. 

• Heb. ii. 10. ef. Rom. xi. 36, to which the reading of two 
manuscripts more distinctly assimilates the citation. The 
majority of commentators refer Heb. ii. 10, to the Father, but 
Theodoret understands it of the Son, and the argument of SL 
Basil necessitates the same application. 

YJohn xvii. 10. 
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variation in power.* And of those whose 
power is equal, the operation also is in all 
ways equal. And Christ is the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God.* And so 
'* all things are made through [b}', A.V.] 
him," ' and " all things were created through 
[by, A. v.] him and for him,"* not in 
the discharge of any slavish service, but in 
the fulfilment of the Father's will as Creator. 
20. When then He says, "I have not 
spoken of myself,"* and again, ''As the 
Father said unto me, so I speak,"* and " The 
word which ye hear is not mine, but [the 
Father's] which sent me," ' and in another 
i place, '* As the Father gave me command- 
ment, even so I do," • it is not because He 
lacks deliberate purpose or power of initia- 
. tion, nor yet because He has to wait for the 
j preconcerted key-note, that he employs lan- 
; guage of this kind. His object is to make it 
plain that His own will is connected in in- 
dissoluble union with the Father. Do not 
then let us understand by what is called 
a *' commandment" a peremptory mandate 
delivered by organs of speech, and giving 
orders to the Son, as to a subordinate, con- 
cerning what He ought to do. Let us rather, 
in a sense befitting the Godhead, perceive a 
transmission of will, like the reflexion of an 
object in a mirror, passing without note of 
time from Father to Son. " For the Father 
loveth the Son and sheweth him all things," • 
so that " all things that the Father hath " 
belong to the Son, not gradually accruing to 
Him little by little, but with Him all to- 
gether and at once. Among men, the work- 
man who has been thoroughly taught his 
craft, and, through long training, has sure 
and established experience in it, is able, in 
accordance with the scientific methods which 
now he has in store, to work for the future 
by himself. And are we to suppose that the 
wisdom of God, the Maker of all creation. 
He who is eternally perfect, who is wise 
without a teacher, the Power of God, "in 
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge," ^® needs piecemeal instruc- 
tion to mark out the manner and measure of 
His operations? I presume that in the vanity 
of your calculations, you mean to open a 
school ; you will make the one take His seat 
in the teacher's place, and the other stand by 
in a scholar's ignorance, gradually learning 

1 airapaAAa«niK tx«i. cf. Jas. 1. 17. irap* w oi'« ivi trapoAAayi;. 
The word airapoAAcucrof was at first used bv the Catholic 
bishops at Nicsea, as implyintr ouooi'<rtof. Vide Athan. De 
Decretift^ % 20, in Wace and SchafTs ed., p. i6?. 

« I Cor. i. 34. "John xii. 49. • John xiv. 31. 

•John i. 3. « John xli. 50. »John v. JO. 

*Col. I. 16. 'John xiv. 24. 

w Col. ii. x^ A.V. cf, the amendment of R.V., " all the treas- 
ures of wisdom and knowledge hidden," and Bp. Lightfoot on 
St. Paul's use of the gnostic term avdxpv^. 



wisdom and advancing to perfection, by les- 
sons given Him bit by bit. Hence, if you 
have sense to abide by what logically fol- 
lows, you will find the Son being eternally 
taught, nor yet ever able to reach the end of 
perfection, inasmuch, as the wisdom of the 
Father is infinite, and the end of the infinite 
is beyond apprehension. It results that 
whoever refuses to grant that the Son has 
all things from the beginning will never 
grant that He will reach perfection. But I 
am ashamed at the degraded conception to 
which, by the course of the argument, I have 
been brought down. Let us therefore revert 
to the loftier themes of our discussion. 

21. '* He that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father;"* not the express image, nor yet the 
form, for the divine nature does not admit of 
combination ; but the goodness of the will, 
which, being concurrent with the essence, is 
beheld as like and equal, or rather the same, 
in the Father as in the Son." 

What then is meant by *' became sub- 
ject"?* What by '* delivered him up for 
us all"?* It is meant that the Son has it of 
the Father that He works in goodness on be- 
half of men. But you must hear too the 
words, '* Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law ;" * and *' while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us." • 

Give careful heed, too, to the words of the 
Lord, and note how, whenever He instructs us 
about His Father, He is in the habit of 
using terms of personal authority, saying, '' I 
will ; be thou clean ;" ' and " Peace, be still ;" * 
and *'But I say unto you;"* and "Thou 
dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee ;" *° and all ^ 
other expressions of the same kind, in order 
that by these we may recognise our Masier 
and Maker, and by the former may be taught 
the Father of our Master and Creator.** 



1 John xiv. 9. 

• The argument appears to be not that Christ is not the 
"express image," or impress of the Father, as He is described 
in Heb. i. ^, or form, as in Phil. ii. 6, but that this is not the 
sense in which our I-ord*s words in St. lohn xiv. 9, must be 
understood to describe ** seeing the Father." Xopo«t.jo and 
v^oo^^ are equivalent to ^ tf<«a ^iNric, and uop^^ is used by St. 
Basil as it is usee! bv St. Paul,— coinciding with, if not foU 
lowing, the usage of the older Greek philosophy, — to mean 
essential attributes which the Divine VV-ord had before the in. 
carnation (</. Eustathius in The&d.Dtai. II. fWace and Schaff 
Ed., p. ao3j ; " the express image made man,^* — 6 ry nvtviian 
truMaroiroiiK^U di^p«»o? xapoKrrtp,) . . ^ . , ^. 

The divine nature does not admit of combmatufn^ in the 
sense of confMsion {cf. the protes^ts of Thcodorct in his Dia. 
loifues against the confusion of the Godhead and manhood in 
theChrist), with the human nature in our Lord, and remains 
invisible. On the word x«">*«t.jo r/</<' Suicer, and on uo^ri 
Archbp. Trench's ?few Testament Synonymx and Bp. Lightfoot 
on Philippians ii.6. „ «, »* ^ 

8 Phif. ii. 8. • Rom. V. 8. » Matt. v. 2a. etc. 

« Rom. viii. 33. T Matt. viii. 3. >» Mark ix. 25. 

»Gal. iii. 13. • Mark iv. 30. . . .u r 

" There is a difficultv in following the argument in the fore- 
ffoinir quotations. F. Combefis, the French Dominican editor 
of Basil, would boldly interpose a ♦• not,'' and read • whenever 
he does not instruct us concerning the Father. But there » 
no MS. authority for this violent remedy. The BenedicUne 
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Thus on all sides is dcinonstrnted tlie trut.' 
doctrine that the fact tbiit the Father creates 
through the Son neither constitutes the 
creation of the Father imperfect nor exhibits 
the active energy of the Son as feeble, but 
indicates the unity of the will ; so the expres- 
sion '■ through whom " contains a confession 
of an antecedent Cause, and is not adopted in 
objection to the eiBcient Cause. 

CHAPTER IX. 

Definitive (onceptions about the Spirit which 
conform to the teaching of the Scriptures. 
22. Let us now investigate whut are our 
common conceptions concerning the Spirit, 
as well those which have been gathered by 
us from Holy Scripture concerning It as 
those wliich we have received from the un- 
written tradition of the Fathers. First of all 
' we ask, who on he:iring the titles of the 
Spirit is not lifted up in soul, who does not 
riise his conception to the supreme nature; 
Itiscalled "Spirit of God," ' "Spiritof truth 
which proceedeth from the Father," * " right 
Spirit,"*"a leading Spirit."' Its*propcr 
and peculiar title is " Holy Spirit;" which 
Is a n;une specially appropriate to everytliin^ 
that is incorporeal, purely immaterial, and 
indivisible. So our Lord, when teaching 
the woman who thought God to be an ob- 
ject of local worship th:it the incorporeal is in- 
comprehensible, said " God is a spirit." • On 
our hearing, thin, of a spirit, it is im]K>ssible 
to form the idea of a nature circumscribed, 
subject to change and variation, or at all like 
the creature. We are compelled to advance 
in our conceptions to the highest, andtothink 
of an intelligent essence, in power infinite, 
in magnitude unlimited, unmeasured by times 
or ages, generous of It's good gifts, to whom 
turn all things needing sanctification, after 
whom reach all things that live in virtue, as 
bein; watered by It's inspiration and helped 
on lowar<l their natural and proper end; per- 
fecting all other things, but Itself in nothing 
Licking; living not as needing restoration, 
but as Supplier of life ; not growing by addi- 
tions, but straightway full, self- established, 
omnipresent, origin of sanctification, light 
perceptible to the mind, supplying, as it 
were, through Itself, illumination to every 
faculty in the search for truth ; by nature un- 



Kriilnn *xf all I* pl*in if vre nnder " po'lqiiam nai dltalr, 
rtrnJiWI." Bui the Unsk will nnt adinit of this. 

•Nan. lii. iS.cte. •lohniiv.a6. • Pa. U. lo. 

• P-. 11. I J. Ixi. R.V. puJA-V ., " frre »plril." 

ind CiTcr nf life " !• ri. -vfxo' r° (»ii«>.iy. In A.V. we havi 
xHh kf (Jnlm ir. 16, joint) w>d it (Rom. vUi. 16, cvr'a r. 



approachable, apprehended by reason of 
goodness, filling all things with Its power,' 
but communicated only to the wonby ; not 
shared in one measuie, hut distributing Its 
energv according to " the proportion of 
faith ;" ' in essence siiuple, in powci'S vurious, 
wholly present in each and being wholly 
everywhere; impassively divided, shared 
without loss of ceasing to he entire, after the 
likeness of the sunbeam, whose kindly light 
falls on him who enjoys it as though it 
shone for him alone, yet illumines land and 
sea and mingles with the air. So, too, is 
the Spiiil to every one who receives ll, as 
though given to him alone, and _\et It sends 
foi-th grace sufficient and full for all man- 
kind, and is enjoyed by all who share It, ac- 
cording to the capacity, not of Its power, but 
of theirnature. 

23. Now the Spirit is not brought into 
intimate association with the soul by local 
approximation. How indeed could there be 
a coriwreal approach to the incoqjoreal ? 
This association results from the withdrawal 
of the passions which, coming afteiwards 
gradually on the soul from its friendship to 
the flesh, have alienated it from its close 
relationship with God. Only then after a 
man is purified froin the shame whose stain 
he took through his wickedness, and has 
come back again to his natural beauty, and as 
it were cleaning the Royal Image and restor- 
ing hs ancient form, only thus Is it ]x>ssible 
for him to draw near to the Paraclete.' And 
He, like the sun, will Iw the ai.i of thy puri- 
fied eye show thee in Himself the image of 
the ttivisibic, and in the blessed spectacle of 
the image ihou shalt behold the unspeakable 
beauty of the archetype.* Throiigh His aid 
hearts arc lifted up, the weak are held by the 
hand, and they who are advancing are brought 
to perfection.* Shining upon those that aie 
ctcansed from every spot. He makes them 
spiritual by fellowship with Himself. Just as 
whena sunbeam falls on bright and transpar- 
ent bodies, they themselves become brilliant 
too, and shed forth a fresh brightness from 
themselves, so souls wherein the Spirit dwells, 
illuminated by the Spirit, themselves become 
spiritual, and send forth their grace to others. 
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Hence comes foreknowledge of the future, 
understanding of mysteries, apprehension of 
what is hidden, distribution of good gifts, the 
heavenly citizenship, a place in tlie chorus 
of angels, joy without end, abiding in God, 
the being made like to God, and, highest of 
all, the being made God.* Such, then, to 
instance a few out of many, are the concep- 
tions concerning the Holy Spirit, which we 
have been taught to hold concerning His 
greatness, His dignity, and His operations, 
by the oracles * of the Spirit themselves. 

CHAPTER X. 

Against those who say that it is not right 
to rank the Holy Spirit with the Father 
and the Son. 

24. But we must proceed to attack our 
opponents, in the endeavour to confute those 
** oppositions " advanced against us which 
are derived from " knowledge falsely so- 
called."' 

It is not permissible, they assert, for the 
Holy Spirit to be ranked with the Father and 
Son, on account of the difference of His 

' nature and the inferiority of His dignity. 

' Against them it is right to reply in the words 
of the apostles, "We ought to obey God 
rather than men."* 

For if our Lord, \vhen enjoining the bap- 
tism of salvation, charged His disciples to ba|> 

)tize all nations in the name '* of the Father 

''and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost,"* 

1 8ebv yvttrBai. The thought has its most famnuii expres- 
sion in Ath. de Incar, $ 54. He was made man that we might 
be made God — ^tonoiriOaintv. ^cf. De Decretis^ | 14, and 
other passai^es of Ath. Irenseus {^Adv. Har. iv. 38 [Ixxv.]) 
wrilefi ** non ah initio diifticti fumus^ fed prima qnidtm homi- 
nei^ tunc demnm dii.** ** Seatudum ntim beni/f^nital*tn snam 
hem* dedit bomum^ et similes sibl sua potestatis homines fecit ; " 
and Origun {contra CWsum, lii. aS), " That the human nature 
by fellowship with the more divine might ^c made divine, not 
in Jesus only, hut also in all those who with faith tiike up the 
life which Jesus taught; " and Greg. Naz. Or. xxx. $ 14, ** Till 
by the power of the incarnnlion he make me God." 

In Basil adv. Eumom. ii. ^, we have, ** They who arc per- 
fect in virtue are dei-invd wortny of the title of God." 

cf, 2 Pet. i.4: "That ye might be partakers of the divine 
nature." 

s vir* a^nStv r'op AoyiMf toD itvtviLttrti^. St. Basil is as un- 
conscious as other early Fathers of the limitation of the word 
koyiA to •• discourses." Vide Salmon's Int. to the N. T. Ed, 
iv. p. 95. 

s I Tim. vi. ao. The intellectual championship of Basil 
was chiefly asserted in the vindication of the onsubstantiality 
of the Spirit, against the Arians and Semi-Arians, of whom 
Bunomius and Macedonius were leaders, the latter giving his 
name to the party who were unsound on the third Person of 
the Trinity, and were known as Macedonians as well as 
Pneumatomachi. But even among the maintainors of the 
Nicene confession there was much less clear apprehension of 
the nature and work of the Spirit than of the Son. Even so 
l.ileiis ^So, Ihe^ear after St. Basil's death. Gregory of Na/.ian- 
zuR, Or.tt. XXXI. de .Spiritu Sancto, Cap. 5, wrote ♦•of the wise 
on our side some held it to bean enerury, some a creature, some 
God. Others, from respect, they sav, to Holy Scripture, which 
lays down no law on the subject, neither worship nor dishonour 
the Holy Spirit." rASchafPs Mst.of Christian CM. III. Period, 
Sec. 138. In I«et1er cxxv. of St. Basil will be found a summary 
of th;: heresies with which he credited the AHans, submitted to 
Bustathius of Sebaste in 373, shortly before the composition of 
the present treatise for Amphilochius. 

* Acts v. 39. • Matt, xxviii. 19. 



not disdaining fellow ship with Him, and these 
men allege that we must not rank Him with the ', 
Father and the Son, is it not clear that they ' 
openly withstand the commandment of God?' 
If they deny that coordination of this kind 
is declaratory of any fellowship and conjmic- 
tion, let them tell us why it behoves us to 
hold this opinion, and what more intimate 
mode of conjunction * they have. 

If the Lord did not indeed conjoin the Spirit 
with the Father and Himself in baptism, do 
not * let them lay the blame of conjunction 
upon us, for we neither hold nor say anythinjj 
different. If on the contrary the Spirit is 
there conjoined with the Father and the Son, 
and no one is so shameless as to say anythin^: 
else, then let them not lay blame on us for 
following the words of Scripture. 

25. But all the apparatus of war has been 
got ready against us; every intellectual mis- 
sile is aimed at us; and now blasphemers* • 
tongues shoot and hit and hit again, yet harder 
than Stephen of old was smitten by the 
killers of the Christ.' And do not let them 
succeed in concealing the fact that, while an 
attack on us serves for a pretext for tlie war, 
the real aim of these proceedings is higher. 
It is against us, they say, that they are pre- 
paring their engines and their snares ; against 
us that they are shouting to one another, 
according to each one's strength or cunning, 
to come on. But the object of attack is 
faith. The one aim of the whole band of 
opponents and enemies of *' sound doctrine " * 
is to shake down the foundation of the faith 
of Christ b}' levelling apostolic tradition with 
the ground, and utterly destroying it. So 
like the debtors, — of course bonajide debtors, 
— they clamour for written proof, and reject 
as worthless the unwritten tradition of the 
Fathers.* But we will not slacken in our de 

i The word used is oi/f-i^ta, a crucial word in the con- 
trorersv concerning the unicm of the divine and human natures 
in our Lord, cf. the third Anathema of Cyril against Nestorius 
and the use of this word, and Theodoret's counter statement 
(Theod. pp. 35, 37). Theodore of Mopsuestia had preferred 
<Tvvaj^ti.a to cfwiriv; Andrew of Sainosata saw no difference b<*- 
tween them. Athauasius \de Sent. Dionvs. § 17) employs it 
for the mutual relationship ot the Persons In the Holy Trinity : 
" irooitarap«ri«bi' yap iorx. r^c <n;fa^«iac ro oi^m"**' 

s ii.ifii» The note of the Ben. Eds. is, ** This reading, fol 
lowed by Erasmus, stirs the wrath of Combefis, who would 
read, as is found in four MSS., tort i\iii.v^ * then let them by 
the blame on us.' But he is quite unfair to Erasmus, who hn's 
more clearly apprehended the drift of the argument. Basil 
brings his opponents to the dilemma that the words * In the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost ' 
either do or do not assert a conjunction with the Father and the 
Son. If not, Basil ouifht not to be found fault with on the 
score of* conjunction, fr»r he abides by the words of Script urt-, 
and conjunction no more follows from his words than tmm 
those ot our Lord. If they do, he cannot be found f:iult with 
for following: the words of Scripture. The attentive reader 
will see this to be the meaning of Basil, and the received read- 
ing ought to t)e retained.'* 

* Xpiaro^roi. The compound occurs in Fs. IgnaL ad 
Phiiad. vi. 

* I Tim. i. 10. 

* Mr. Johnston sees here a reference to the parable of the 
unjust steward, and appositely quotes Qreg. Naz. Ora/. zscxi. 
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fence of the truth. We will not cowardly 
abandon the cause. The Lord has delivered 
to us as a necessary and saving doctrine that 
the Holy Spirit is to be ranked with the 
Father. Our opponents think differently, and 
see fit to divide and rend ' asunder, and rele- 
^te Him to the nature of a ministering spirit. 
Is it not then indisputable that they make 
their own blasphemy more authoritative than 
the law prescribed by the Lord ? Come, then, 
set aside mere contention. Let us consider 
the points before us, as follows : 

26. Whence is it that we are Chris- 
tians? Through our faith, would be the 
universal answer. And in what way are we 
saved ? Plainly because we were regenerate 
through the grace given in our baptism. 
How else could we be ? And after recognising 
that this salvation is established through the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost, 
shall we fling away *'that form of doctrine " * 
which we received ? Would it not rather be 
ground for great groaning if we are found now 
further off from our salvation *' than when 
we first believed,"* and deny now what we 
then received? Whether a man have de- 
p>arted this life without baptism, or have 
received a baptism lacking in some of the 
requirements of the tradition, his loss is 
equal/ And whoever does not always and 
everywhere keep to and hold fast as a sure 
protection the confession which we recorded 
at our first admission, when, being delivered 
"from the idols," we came "to the living 
God,"* constitutes himself a "stranger" 
from the " promises " • of God, fighting 
against his own handwriting,' which he put 

§3, oa the heretics* use of Scripture, **Thcy find a cloak for 
tlieir impiety in their affection for Scripture." The Arians at 
Nicaea crajected to the buoovaiov as unscriptuml. 

» cf^ Ep. cxx. $. • Rom. vi. 17. > Rom. xiil. 11. R.V. 

* The question is whether the biiptism has been solemnized, 
accordini; to the divine command, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of th« Hohr Ghost. St. Cyprian in his con- 
txoversT witli Stephen, Bp. of^Rome, repres'cnitrd the sterner 
view tnat heretical baptism was invalid. But, with rome 
ezcrptions in the East, the position ultimately prevailed that 
baptism with water, and im the p^ettcribed woras, by whom, 
soever administered, was valid. So St. Auc^ustinc, ** St 
evanifelici* verbis in nomine Patrin ei Filii et SpiritHS Sottctt 
Marciom baptismnm conaeerabat^ iutegmm erat Sacrantentnmy 
qmamvit ejut ^den sub eisdem verbi* aiind opinautis qnam 
emikolica Veritas doeei non esset intej^ra.** (Cont. Petil, de 
mmieo bapt. $ .v) So the Viif. Canon of Aries (.^14), " De 
Afris^ quod propria I fife sua ntuntnr ut rebaftisentt piacuit^ 
mt, si ad eceie<iiim aii^uis de keeresi veneritt interro/^ent eum 
srmbolmm; et si pervtderiiit enm in Patre^ et Ftiio et Spiritu 
Sanelo^esse baptisatum, manns ei tantnm imponantur, ut 
accipiat spiritnm sanctum, ^nodsi interra^atus non rcspon. 
derti kanc Trinitatem^ bapt 1 set ur.** So the VII. Canon of 
Constantinople (jvSi) by which the Eunomians who only 
baptized witn one' immersion, and the Montanists, here called 
Phrjicians, and the Sabelliaus, who tauf^htthe doctrine of the 
Katnerhood of the Son, were counted as heathen. Vide Bri^ht's 
nnle» on the Canons of the Councils^ p. 106. Socrates, v. 34, 
describes how the Eunomi'Eutychians baptized not in the name 
of the Trinity, bat into the death of Christ. 

* I Thess. i. 9. " Bph. ii. la. 

' The word x'^P^^YP'^^j more common in Latin than in 
Greek, is used {renerally for a bond. </. Juv. Sat, xvi. 41, 
**IMitor ami snmptos pergit non reddere nummos, vana super. 
vaeui dicens ckirogratka ligni** On the use of the word , vide 
Bp. Lightloot on C(M.#i. 14. The names of the catechu 



on record when he professed the faith. For 
if to me my baptism was the beginning 
of life, and that day of regeneration the first 
of days, it is plain that the utterance utterea 
in the grace of adoption was the most honour- ! 
able of all. Can I then, perverted by these 
men's seductive words, abandon the tradition 
which guided me to the light, which bestowed 
on me the boon of the knowledge of God, 
whereby I,' so long a foe by reason of sin, 
was made a child of God } But, for myself, 
I pray that with this confession I may depart 
hence to the Lord, and them I charge to 
preserve the faith secure until the day of 
Christ, and to keep the Spirit undivided from 
the Father and the Son, preserving, both in 
the confession of faith and in the doxology, 
the doctrine taught them at their baptism. 

« 

CHAPTER XI. 

That they who deny the Spirit are trans- 
gressors, 

27. ''Who hath woe? Who hath sor- 
row } " ' For whom is distress and darkness? 
For whom eternal doom ? Is it not for the 
trangressors? For them that deny the faith? 
And what is the proof of their denial? Is it 
not that they have set at naught their own 
confessions? And when and what did they 
confess? Belief in the Father and in the 
Son and in the Holy Ghost, when they re- 
nounced the devil and his angels, and ut- 
tered those saving words. What fit title 
then for them has been discovered, for the 
children of light to use? Are they not ad- 
dressed as transgressors, as having violated 
the covenant of their salvation? What am 
I to call the denial of God? What the 
denial of Christ? What but transgressions? 
And to him who denies the Spirit, what title 
do you wish me to apply? Must it not be the 
same, inasmuch as he has broken his covenant 
with God ? And when the confession of faith 
in Him secures the blessing of true religion, 
and its denial subjects men to the doom of 
godlcssness, is it not a fearful thing for them 
to set the confession at naught, not through 
fear of fire, or sword, or cross, or scourge, or 
wheel, or rack, but merely led astray by the 
sophistry and seductions of the pneumatoma- 
chi ? I testify to every man who is confessing 
Christ and denying God, that Christ will profit 
him nothing;* to every man that calls upoa 
God but rejects the Son, that his faith is vain ; ' 
to every man that sets aside the Spirit, that 

mens were resristered. and the Renunciation and Profession of 
Fiiilh (interrngntione^ et Responsa ; intpjjTqvttt Kai diroicpf 
(tck) may have i>e4'n si^j^ned. 

1 Prov. xxiii. 29. *cf. Gal. v. 2. *cf.i Cor. zt. 17. 
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his faith in the Father and the Son will be 
useless, for he cannot even hold it without 
the presence of the Spirit. For he who does 
not believe the Spirit does not believe in the 
Son, and he who has not believed in the 
Son does not believe in the Father. For 
none "can say that Jesus is the Lord but by 
the Holy Ghost," * and " No man hath seen 
God at any time, but the only begotten God 
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him." * 

Such an one hath neither part nor lot in the 
true worship; for it is impossible to worship 
the Son, save by the Holy Ghost ; impossible 
to call upon the Father, save by the Spirit of 
adoption. 

CHAPTER Xn. 

Against those who assert that the baptism tn 
the name of the Father alone is sufficient, 

28. Let no one be misled by the fact of 
the apostle's frequently omitting the pame 
of the Father and of the Holy Spirit when 
making mention of baptism, or on this 
account imagine that the invocation of the 
names is not observed. '* As many of you," 
he says, *' as were baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ; "* and again, *' As many of 
you as were baptized into Christ were bap- 
tized into his death." * For the naming of 
Christ is the confession of the whole,* shew- 
ing forth as it does the God who gave, the 
Son who received, and the Spirit who is, the 
unction.* So we have learned from Peter, 
in the Acts, of " Jesus of Nazareth whom 
God anointed with the Holy Ghost; " ' and 
in Isaiah, '*The Spirit of the Loid is upon 
me, because tlie Lord hath anointed me ; " ^ 
and the Psalmist, " Therefore God. even tliy 
God, hath anointed thee with the oil of glad- 
ness above thy fellows."* Scripture, how- 
ever, in the case of baptism, sometimes 
plainly mentions the Spirit alone.*® 

'* For into one Spirit," ' ' it says, " we were 
all baptized in ** one body." *' And in har- 

* I Cor. xii. 3. 

* John i. iS. On the reading^ "only begotten God" cf, 
note on p. 9. In this passage in St. Bai^il ** God " is the 
readinfr of three MSS. at Paris, that at Moscow, that at 
the Bodleian, and that at Vicuna. ** Son " is read by Regius 
III., Regius I., Regius IV., and Regius V. in Taris, the 
three last being all ot the 14th century, the one in the British 
Museum, and another in the Ini|>erial Library at Vienna, 
which generally agrees with our own in the Museum. 

» Gal. iii. 27, R.V. 

^ Rom. vi. 3, with change to ad person. 

* cf. note on p. 17 

*' 17 row XpiffTOtf Tpo<nnropia . . . ^17X01 r6v r< XptaojKra Ocbc 
icai ^"iiv Xpi<r0<»^a Ytov icat to Xpiafta ra HvcvMa.'* 

7 Acts X. 38. •Is. Ix. I. •Ps. xlv. 7. 

w No subject occurs in the original, but '• Scripture " seems 
better than ** the Apostle '* or the Bened. Tr. •» Videtnr 
ftciss* mtniionetM** moreover, is not the Latin for ^oii'crat 
/uin)uoi'ev<rac, but for ^«uVcrat /utn^/uiovcwrat. 

" Sic, » Sic, ^ I Cor. xii. 13, loosely quoted. 



mony with this are the passages: '*You 
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost," * 
and " He shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost."* But no one on this account would 
be justified in calling that baptism a perfect 
baptism wherein only the name of the Spirit 
wr.s invoked. For the tradition that has been 
given us by the quickening grace must re- 
main for ever inviolate. He who redeemed 
our life from destruction ' gave us power of 
renewal, whereof the cause is ineflable and 
hidden in mystery, but bringing great salva- 
tion to our souls, so that to add or to take 
away anything* involves manifestly a falling 
away from the life everlasting. If then in ; 
baptism the separation of the Spirit from the 
Father and the Son is perilous to the bap- 
tizcr, and of no advantage to the baptized, 
how can the rending asunder of the Spirit 
from Father and from Son be safe for us ? * 
Faith and baptism are two kindred and in- ^ 
separable ways of salvation : faith is perfect- 
ed through baptism, baptism is ej-tablished 
through faith, and both are completed by 
the same names. For as we believe in the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost, so 
are we also baptized in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holv 
Ghost: first comes the confession, introduc- 
ing us to salvation, and baptism follows, set- 
ting the seal upon our assent. 

CHAPl^ER XIII. 

Statement of the reason why in the writings of 
Paul the angels are associated with the 
Father and the Son, 

29. It is, however, objected that other 
beings which are enumerated with the Father 
and the Son arc certainly not always glorified 
together with them. The apostle, for in- 
stance, in his charge to Timothy, associates 
the angels with them in the words, *' I charge 
thee before God and the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the elect angels." • We are not for 
alienating the angels from the rest of crea- 
tion, and yet, it is argued, we do not allow 
of their being reckoned with the Father and 
the Son. To this I reply, although the 
argument, so obviously absurd is it, does not 
really deserve a reply, that possibly before a 
mild and gentle judge, and especially before 
One who by His leniency to those arraigned 
before Him demonstrates the unimpeachable 
equity of His decisions, one might be willing 
to offer as witness even a fellow-slave ; but 
for a slave to be made free and called a son 

^ Acts i. 5. s Luke iii. 16. ' cf. Ps. ciii. 4. 

* cf. Deut. iv. 3, and Rev. xxi. iS, 19. 

* cf, note on p. 17. « t Tim. v. ai. 
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of God and quickened from death can only 
be brought about by Him who has acquired 
natural kinship with us, and has been 
changed from the rank of a slave. For how 
can we be made kin with God by one who 
is an alien ? How can we be freed by one 
>vho is himself imder the yoke of slavery ? It 
follows that the mention of the Spirit and 
that of angels are not made under like con- 
ditions. The Spirit is called on as Lord of 
life, and the angels as allies of their fellow- 
slaves and faithful witnesses of the truth. It 
is customary for the saints to deliver the 
commandments of God in the presence of 
witnesses, as also the apostle himself says 
to Timothy, " The things which thou hast 
heard of me among many witnesses, the same 
commit thou to fiiithful men ; " * and now 
he calls the angels to witness, for he knows 
that angels shall be present with the Lord 
when He shall come in the glory of His 
Father to judge the world in righteousness. 
For He says, " Whoever shall confess me 
before men, him shall the Son of Man also 
confess before the angels of God, but 
he that denieth Me before men shall be 
denied before the angels of God ; " * and 
Paul in another place says, *' When the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 
angels."' Thus he already testifies before 
the angels, preparing good proofs for himself 
at the great tribunal. 

30. And not only Paul, but generally all 
those to whom is committed any ministry of 
the word, never cease from testifying, but call 
heaven and earth to witness on the ground 
that now every deed that is done is done 
within them, and that in the examination of 
all the actions of life they will be present 
with the judged. So it is said, " He shall 
call to the heavens above and to earth, that 
he may judge his people." * And so Moses 
when about to deliver his oracles to the 
people says, *• I call heaven and earth to 
witness this day ; " * and again in his song 
he says, " Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will 
speak, and hear, O earth, the words of my 
mouth;"* and Isaiah, *' Hear, O heavens, 
and give ear, O earth ; " ' and Jeremiah de- 
scribes astonishment in heaven at the tidings 
of the unholy deeds of the people: *'The 
heaven was astonished at this, and was 
horribly afraid, because my people com- 
mitted two evils."" And so the apostle, 
knowing the angels to be set over men as 
tutors and guardians, calls them to witness. 
Moreover, Joshua, the son of Nun, even 



» a Tim. ii. a. 
> Luke xH. 8, 9. 
s a Thess. i. 7. 
«Ps.J.4. 



» Deut. iv. 26. 
*Deut. xxxii. i. 
' Isii. i. a. 
•Jer. ii. la, 13, Izx. 



set up a stone as witness of his words (al- 
ready a heap somewhere had been called a 
witness by Jacob),* for he says, ** Behold 
this stone shall be a witness unto you this 
day to the end of days, when ye lie to the 
Lord our God," • perhaps believing that 
by God's power even the stones would 
speak to the conviction of the transgressors ; 
or, if not, that at least each man's conscience 
would be wounded by the force of tlie re- 
minder. In this manner they who have 
been entrusted with the stewardship of souls 
provide witnesses, whatever they may be, so 
as to produce them at some future day. 
But the Spirit is ranked together with God, 
not on account of the emergency of the 
moment, but on account of the natural fel- 
lowship; is not dragged in by us, but in- 
vited by the Lord. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Objection that some were baptized unto Moses 
and believed in him, and an answer to it; 
with remarks upon types. 

31. But even if some are baptized unto 
the Spirit, it is not, it is urged, on this ac- 
count right for the Spirit to be ranked with 
God. Some " were baptized unto Moses 
in the cloud and in the sea." ' And it is ad- 
mitted that faith even before now has been 
put in men; for " The people believed God 
and his servant Moses." * Why then, it is 
asked, do we, on account of faith and of 
baptism, exalt and magnify the Holy Spirit 
so far above creation, when there is 
evidence th^at the same things have before 
now been said of men? What, then, shall 
we reply ? Our answer is that the faith in 
the Spirit is the same as the faith in the 
Father and the Son ; and in like manner, too, 
the baptism. But the faith in Moses and in 
the cloud is, as it were, in a shadow and type. 
The nature of the divine is very frequently 
represented by the rough and shadowy out- 
lines * of the types ; but because divine things • 
are prefigured by small and .human things,^ 
it is obvious that we must not therefore con- ' 
elude the divine nature to be small. The 
type is an exhibition of things expected, and 
gives an imitative anticipation of the future. 
So Adam was a type of '* Him that was 
to come." • Typically, '* That rock was 
Christ; " ' and the water a type of the living 
power of the word; as He says, " If anv 



• I Cor. X. a. 

* Ex. xiv. 31, Ixx. 



> Gen. xxxi. 47. 
s Josh. xxiv. 37, Ixx 

• <r«iavp<i " 
Plato iCrit 

Eth. Nic. i. 3, 4, " ira^vAMf itat iv rvvw. 
general design , not an exact anticipation. 

• Rom. V. 14. Y I Cor. x. 4. 



avpa^a, or shside-painting, is illusory scene.paintinpr. 
Crit. 107 c.) calls it *' indistinct and deceptive." cf.Av, 
I'c. i. 3, 4, ** iraxvAMf Ka\ iv tvb^." The rvirof gives the 
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man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink." * The manna is a type of the liv- 
ing bread that came down from heaven ; * 
and the serpent on the standard,' of the 
passion of salvation accomplished by means 
of the cross, wherefore they who even looked 
thereon were preserved. So in like manner, 
the history of the exodus of Israel is recorded 
to shew forth those who are being saved 
through baptism. For the firstborn of the Is- 
raelites were preserved, like the bodies of the 
baptized, by the giving of grace to them that 
\vere marked with blood. For the blood of 
the sheep is a type of the blood of Christ; 
and the firstborn, a type of the first- 
formed. And inasmuch as the first- formed 
of necessity exists in us, and, in sequence of 
succession, is transmitted till the end, it fol- 
lows that "in Adam" we " all die,"* and 
that "death reigned"* until the fulfilling 
of the law and the coming of Christ. And 
the firstborn were preserved by God from 
being touched by the destroyer, to show that 
we who were made alive in Christ no longer 
die in Adam. The sea and the cloud for 
the time being led on through amazement 
to faith, but for the time to come they 
typically prefigured the grace to be. *' Who 
is wise and he shall understand these 
things? " • — how the sea is" typically a bap- 
tism bringing about the departure of Pharaoh, 
in like manner as this washing causes the 
departure of the tyranny of the devil. The 
sea slew the enemy in itself: and in baptism 
too dies our enmity towards God. From 
the sea the people came out unharmed : we 
too, as it were, alive from the dead, step up 
from the water "saved " by the ** grace" of 
Him who called us.' And the cloud is a 
shadow of the gift of the Spirit, who cools 
the flame of our passions by the ** mortifica- 
tion " of our '* members." ' 

32. What then? Because they were typi- 
cally baptized unto Moses, is the grace of 
baptism therefore small ? Were it so, and if 
we were in each case to prejudice the dignity of 
our privileges by comparing them with their 
types, not even one of these privileges could 
be reckoned great ; then not the love of God, 
who gave His only begotten Son for our 
sins, would be great and extraordinary, be- 
cause Abraham did not spare his own son ;• 
then even the passion of the Lord would not 
he glorious, because a sheep typified the 
ortcring instead of Isaac ; then the descent 
into hell was not fearful, because Jonah 

*Johnvii. 37. > John vi. 49. 51. 

s jTlfie Of, as in the LXX. cf. Numb. xxt. yund John Hi. 14. 

* I Cor, XV. 22, ' Eph. ii. 5. 

* Rom. V. 17. •Col. iii. 5. 

< Hos. xiv. 9. 9 c/, Rom. viil. 33. 



had previously typified the death in three 
days and three nights. The same prejudicial 
comparison is made also in the case of baptism 
by all who judge of the reality by the shadow, 
and, comparing the typified with the type, 
attempt by means of Moses and the sea to 
disparage at once the whole dispensation of 
the G6sp>el. What remission of sins, what re- 
newal of life, is there in the sea? What 
spiritual g^ft is there through Moses ? What 
dying' of sins is there? Tho?e men did 
not die with Christ ; wherefore they were not 
raised with Him.* They did not '' bear the 
image of the heavenly ; " ' they did not '* heixr 
about in the body the dying of Jesus ; " * they 
did not *' put oft the old man ; " they did not 
" put on the new man which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of Him which 
created him."* Why then do you compare 
baptisms which have only the name in com- 
mon, while the distinction between the 
things themselves is as great as might be 
that of dream and reality, that of shadow and 
figures with substantial existence? 

33. But belief in Moses not only does not 
show our belief in the Spirit to be worthless, 
but, if we adopt our opponents' line of argu- 
ment, it rather weakens our confession in the 
God of the universe. " The people," it is 
written, *' believed the Lord and his servant 
Moses." • Moses then is joined w ith God, 
not with the Spirit ; and he was a type not 
of the Spirit, but of Christ. For at that time 
in the ministry of the law, he by means of 
himself typified "the Mediator between God 
and men." ' Moses, when mediating for the 
people in things pertaining to God, was not 
a minister of the Spirit; for the law was 
given, " ordained by angels in the hand of a 
mediator," * namely Moses, in accordance 
with the summons of the people, '* Speak 
thou with us, . . . but let not God speak 
with us." • Thus faith in Moses is referred to 
the Lord, the Mediator between God and 
men, who said, "Had ye believed Moses, ye 
would have believed me." '** Is then our 
faith in the Lord a trifie, because it was sig- 
nified beforehand through Moses? So then, 
even :f men were baptized unto Moses, it does 
not follow that the grace given of the Spirit 
in baptism is small. I may point out, too, 
that it is usual in Scripture to say Moses and 
the law," as in the passage, " They ha 
Moses and the prophets." ** When therefore 
it is meant to speak of the baptism of the law, 



^ vtKpuKriK. A.V. in a Cor. iv. 10, "dying," Rom. iv. 19, 
"deadness." 

2 cf. Rom. vi. 8. » Col. IH. 9, 10. 

« I Cor. XV. 49. •Ex. xiv. 31. 

* 3 Cor. iv, 10. ' I Tim. ii. 5. 

1^ /./., to mean by '* Moses," tlie law. 



* Gn\. iii. 19. 

• Ex. XX. 19. 
10 lohn V. 40. 

>* Luke xvi. 19. 
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the words are, **They were baptised unto of these points. If we do not teach *:he igno- 

Moses." ' Why then do these calumniators rant, at least we shall not turn away before 

of the truth, by means of the shadov/ and the evil doers. But let us for a moment retrace 

types, endeavour to bring contempt and our steps. 

ridicule on the *' rejoicing" of our 'Miope,"* 35. The dispensation of our God and 
and the rich gift of our God and Saviour, Saviour concerning man is a recall from the 
who through regeneration renews our youth fall, and a return from the alienation caused by 
like the eagle's?* Surely it is altogether disobedience to close communion with God. 
childish, and like a babe who must needs be This is the reason for the sojourn of Christ 
fed on milk,* to be ignorant of the g^*eat in the flesh, the pattern life described in the 
mystery of our salvation; inasmuch as, in Gospels, the sufferings, the cross, the tomb, 
accordance with the gradual progress of our the resurrection ; so that the man who is being 
education, while being brought to perfec- saved through imitation of Christ receives 
tion in our training for godliness,* we were that old adoption. For perfection of life the 
first taught elementary and easier lessons, imitation of Christ is necessary, not only in 
suited to our intelligence, while the Dis- the example of gentleness,' lowliness, and 
penser of our lots was ever leading us up, by long suffering set us in His life, but also of 
gradually accustoming us, like eyes brought His actual death. So Paul, the imitator of 
up in the dark, to the great light of truth. Christ,* says, " being made conformable 
^or He spares our weakness, and in the unto his death ; if by any means I might 
iepth of the riches* of His wisdom, and the attain unto the resurrection of the dead." * 
mscrutable judgments of His intelligence. How then are we made in the likeness 
used this gentle treatment, fitted for our needs, of His death?* In that we were buried* 
gradually accustoming us to see first the with Him by baptism. What then is the 
shadows of objects, and to look at the sun in manner of the burial? And what is the ad- 
water, to save us from dashing against the vantage resulting from the imitation? First 
spectacle of pure unadulterated light, and of all, it is necessary that the continuity of the 
being blinded. Just so the Law, having a old life be cut. And this is impossible un- 
shadow of things to come, and the typical less a man be born again, according to the 
teaching of the prophets, which is a dark Lord's word;* for the regeneration, as in- 
utterance of the truth, have been devised as deed the name shews, is a beginning of a 
means to train the eyes of the heart, in that second life. So before beginning the second, 
hence the transition to the wisdom hidden it is necessary to put an end to the first. 
in mystery ' will be made easy. Enough so For just as in the case of runners who turn 
fiir concerning types; nor indeed would it be and take the second course,' a kind of halt 
possible to linger longer on this topic, or the and pause intervenes between the move- 
incidental discussion would bfecome many ments in the opposite direction, so also in 
times bulkier than the main argument making a change in lives it seemed necessary 

for death to come as mediator between the 

CHAFFER XV ^^^' ending all that goes before, and begin- 
ning all that comes after. How then do 
Reply to the suggested objection that we are we achieve the descent into hell? By im- 
baptized ^^ into water'' Also concerning itating, through baptism, the burial of 
baptism. Christ. For the bodies of the baptized are, 
,,, ^ tr M ^ ^s it were, buried in the water. Baptism 
34. What more? Venly, our opponents then symbolically signifies the putting off of 
are well equipped with arguments. We are ^^^ ^^^^s of the flish ; as the apostle says. 
baptized, hey urge, into water, and of ^^^^^^ "circumcised with the circumcision 
course we shall not honour the water above ^^^j^ ^.^^^^^^ ^3„j ;„ „j„ ^^ j,,^ ^ody 
all creation or give it a share of the honour ^f ^^e sins of the flesh by the circumcision 
of the Father and of the Son. The argu- „f Christ; buried with him in baptism."' 
ments of these men are such as mieht be ex- . L 



pected from angry disputants, leaving no » aopyijaia in a rist. £://*. w. 5.5. is the defect whei 

means iinfrieH in thpir nftnrk nn him whn ncss (irpaoTTfs) Is the mean. In Rutarch, who wrote 

means uninea in ineir aiiaCK on mm WnO treatise on it, it is a virtue, in Mark iii. 5, Jesus lookc 

has onended them, because their reason is «" them "with anger, 'Vct* ipy^?, but in Matt, xi 

clouded over by their feelings. We will """^^t^.Tcor.Vx^V: »Phii.iii. 10. n. 4Rom.vi. 

not, however, shrink from the discussion even » a.v.,;; are buried." Grk. andR.v., "wcreburie 

^ \ « John 111. 3. 
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^ In the double course 'iiavAo^) the runner turned (xa^irrbi) 
* I Cor. X. a. »r/. I Tim. iv. 7. the post at the end of the stadium. So " xdui^ai 6iavAoy 

•Hch. iii. 6. • Rom. xi. .y. ffdrcpoi' lewAoi' irdAiv" in ^sch. Aff, 335, for retracing one's 

» cf. P%. dii. 5. » I Cor. ii. 7. 

*tf. Heb. V. la. 
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And there is, as it were, a cleansing of the 
soul from the filth ' that has grown on it 
from the carnal mind,' as it is written, 
" Thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter 
thjjrli snow." ' On this account we do not, 
n« is the fashion of the Jews, wash ourselves 
^t each defilement, but own the baptism of 
•^siilvatica * to be one.* For therc the death 
on behalf of the world is one, and 
one the resurrection of the dead, whereof 
baptism is a type. For this cause the Lord, 
who is the Dispenser of our life, gave us the 
covenant of baptism, containing a type of 
life and death, for the water fulfils the 
image of death, and the Spirit gives 
us the earnest of life. Hence it follows 
that the answer to our question why 
the water was associated with the Spirit • is 
clear : the reason is because in baptism two 
ends were proposed ; on the one hand, the 
destroying of the body of sin,' that it may 
never bear fruit unto death ; * on the other 
hand, our living unto the Spirit,* and having 
our fruit in holiness ; *** the water receiving 
the body as in a tomb figures death, while 
the Spirit pours in the quickening power, re- 
newing our souls from the deadness of sin 
unto their original life. This then is what 
it is to be born again of water and of the 
Spirit, the being made dead being eflfected in 
the water, while our life is wrought in us 
through the Spirit. Li three immersions," 
then, and with three invocations, the great 
mystery of baptism is performed, to the end 
that the type of deatli may be fully figured, 
and that by the tradition of the divine know- 
ledge the baptized may have their souls en- 
lightened. It follows that if there is any 
grace in the water, it is not of the nature of 
the water, but of the presence of the Spirit. 
For baptism is ** not the putting away of the 
filth of the fiesh, but the answer of a good 



»r/. 1 Pet. iii. ai. 

* TO tranKKov ^ooin^fMu e/, the t^p6yriiia rijc <rapic69 of Rom. 
vii . 6. cf. ArticU ix. 

» l»s. Ii. Q. T cf, Rom. vi. 6. 

« cf. I Pet. iii. ai. • cj. Rom. vii. 5. 

•f/". Eph.iv.5. •f/'. Gal V. 35. 

« cf. John iii. 5. w cf. Rom. vi. aa. 

'I Trine immersion was the universal rule of the Catholic 
C'urch. cf. Grcjf. Nys«. 7*/ Great Catechism ^ p. 502 of this 
edition. So TertuU. d* Cor. Mil, c. iii., Aquam adituri, 
ibideti^ seJ et atiquattto prius in ecclesia, sub autistitis manu 
cofitestatnnr, uos renuntiare diabolo et pompa et angtlis 
eiHS. Dehinc ter mergitamur. Sor.omen (vi. a6) says that 
Eunoniius was alleg^ed to be the first to maintain that baptism 
ou^lit to be performed in one immersion and to corrupt in 
this manner the tradition of the apostles, and Theodoret 
(Kxrct. fab. iv. 3) describes Eunomius as abandoning the 
trinu immersion, and also ihe invocation of the Trinity as 
Iv.ip izinjf into the death of Christ. Jeremy Taylor {^Ditctor 
dubilantinm^ iii. j.. Sect. 13) says, ** In England we have a 
custom of sprinkling, and that but once. . . . As to the 
number, thou>;h the Church of England hath made no law, 
and therefore the custom of doing it once is the more indiffcr- 
ent and at liberty, yet if the trine immersion be agreeable to 
the analogy of the mystery, and the other be not, the custom 
ou iht not to prevail, and is not to be complied with, if the case 
be evident or declared." 



conscience towards God." * So in traininjr 
us for the life that follows on the resurrection 
the Lord sets out all the manner of life re- 
quired by the Gospel, laying down for us the 
law of gentleness, of endurance of wrong, of 
freedom from the defilement that comes of the 
love of pleasure, and from covetousness, to the 
end that we may of set purpose win before- 
hand and achieve all that the life to come of 
its inherent nature possesses. If therefore 
any one in attempting a definition were to 
describe the gospel as a forecast of the life 
that follows on the resurrection, he would 
not seem to me to go beyond what is meet 
and right. Let us now return to our main 
topic. 

36. Through the Holy Spirit comes our 
restoration to paradise, our ascension into 
the kingdom of heaven, our return to the 
adoption of sons, our liberty to call God our 
Father, our being made partakers of the 
grace of Christ, our being called children of 
light, our sharing in eternal glory, and, in 
a word, our being brought into a state of all 
*' fulness of blessing," * both in this \vorld 
and in the world to come, of all the good 
gifts that are in store for us, by promise 
whereof, through faith, beholding the re- 
flection of their grace as though they were 
already present, we await the full enjoyment. 
If such is the earnest, what the perfection } 
If such the first fruits, what the complete ful- 
filment? Furthermore, fi"om this too may be 
apprehended the difference between the |*race 
that comes from the Spirit and the baptism 
by water: in that John indeed baptized with 
water, but our Lord Jesus Christ oy the Holy 
Ghost. '* I indeed," he says, " baptize you 
with water unto repentance; but he that 
Cometh after me is mightier than I, whose 
shoes I am not worthy to bear : he shall bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire." ^ 
Here He calls the trial at the judgment 
the baptism of fire, as the apostle .says, 
*'The fire shall try every man's work, of 
what sort it is."* And again, ''The day 
shall declare it, because it shall be revealed 
by fire." * And ere now there have been some 
who in their championship of true religion 
have undergone the death for Christ's sake, 
not in mere similitude, but in actual fact, antl 
so have needed none of the outward signs of 
water for their salvation, because they were 
baptized in their own blood.* Thus I write 

» I Pet. iii. ai. » Matt. iii. 11. «iV/. 

* Rom. XV. 39. * I Cor. iii. 13. 

oQn the martyrs* baptism of blcod, cf. Bus. vi. 4, on the 
martvrdom of the Catechumen Herais. So St. Cyril, otjeru 
saieni (Ca/. Lect, iii. 10), "If a man receive not baptism, he 
has not salvation; exceptins^ only the martyrs, even who 
witliout the water receive theKinirdom. For when the Saviour 
was ransoming the world tli rough the cross, and was pierced 
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not to disparage the baptism by water, but 
tc overthrow the arguments ' of those who 
exalt themselves against the Spirit; who 
confound things that are distinct from one 
another, and compare those which admit of 
no comparison. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

That the Holy Spirit is in every conception in- 
separable from the Father and the Son, alike 
in the creation of perceptible objects, in the 
dispensation of human affairs, and in the 
judgment to come, 

37. Let MS then revert to the point raised 
from the outset, that in all things the Holy 
Spirit is inseparable and wholly incapable of 
being parted from the Father and the Son. 
St. Paul, in the passage about the gift of 
tongues, writes to the Corinthians, '' If ye all 
prophesy and there come in one thatbelieveth 
not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, 
he is judged of all ; and thus are the secrets 
of the heart made manifest; and so falling 
down on his face he will worship God and 
report that God is in you of a truth." * If 
then God is known to be in the prophets 
by the prophesying that is acting according 
to the distribution of the gifts of the Spirit, 
let our adversaries consider what kind of 
place they will attribute to the Holy Spirit. 
Let tbem say whether it is more proper to 
rank Him with God or to thrust Him forth 
to the place of the creature. Peter's words 
to Sapphira, '* How is it that ye have agreed 
together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord } Ye 
have not lied unto men, but unto God," ' show 
that sins against the Holy Spirit and against 
God are the same ; and thus you might learn 
that in every operation the Spirit is closely 
conjoined with, and inseparable from, the 
Father and the Son. God works the differ- 
ences of operations, and the Lord the diver- 
sities of administrations, but all the while the 
Holy Spirit is present too of His own will, 
dispensing distribution of the gifts according 
to each recipient's worth. For, it is said, 
■ '* there are diversities of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; and differences of administrations, but 
the same Lord ; and there are diversities of 
operations, but it is the same God which 
worketh all in all."* **But all these," it is 

in the side. He gave forth blood and water, that some in times 
of peace should be baptized in water; others in time of perse- 
cation, tn their own blood.*' So Tertullian {In VaUntin. ii.) 
of the Holy Innocents, ** baptized in blood for Jesus' sake" 
(Keble), ** itstimonimm Ckritti nanffnine litavere** 

^ T«vc AoyuTMOVf Kc#atp«K. cf. 3 Cor. x. 4. 

s I Cor. xiv. 34, 35. 

* Acts V. 9 and 4. ** Thou hast not lied," said to Ananias, 
ialerpoiated into the rebuke of Sapphira. 

«iCor.zli.4,5,6. 



said, " worketh that one and the self-same 
Spirit, dividing to every man severally as He 
will." * It must not however be supposed 
because in this passage the apostle names in 
the first place the Spirit, in the second the 
Son, and in the third God the Father, that 
therefore their rank is reversed. The apos- 
tle has only started in accordance with our 
habits of thought ; for when we receive gifts, 
the first that occurs to us is the distributer, 
next we think of the sender, and then we 
lift our thoughts to the fountain and cause 
of the boons. 

38. Moreover, from the things created at 
the beginning may be learnt the fellowship 
of the Spirit with the Father and the Son. 
The pure, intelligent, and supermundane 
powers are and are styled holy, because they 
have their holiness of the grace given by the 
Holy Spirit. Accordingly the mode of the 
creation of the heavenly powers is passed 
over in silence, for the historian of the cos- 
mogony has revealed to us only the creation 
of things perceptible by sense. But do thou, 
who hast |x»vver from the things that are seen 
to form an analogy of the unseen, glorify the 
Maker by whom all things were made, visi- 
ble and invisible, principalities and powers, 
authorities, thrones, and dominions, and all 
other reasonable natures whom we cannot 
name.' And in the creation bethink thee 
first, I pray thee, of the original cause of all 
things that are made, the Father ; of the 
creative cause, the Son; of the perfecting 
cause, the Spirit; so that the ministering 
spirits subsist by the will of the Father, are 
brought into being by the operation of the 
Son, and perfected by the presence of the 
Spirit. Moreover, the perfection of angels is 
sanctification and continuance in it. And 
let no one imagine me either to affirm that 
there are three original hypostases ' or to al- 
lege the operation of the Son to be imperfect. 
For the first principle of existing things is 
One, creating through the Son and perfecting 
through the Spirit.* The operation of the 
Father who worketh all in all is not imper- 
fect, neither is the creating work of the Son 
incomplete if not perfected by the Spirit. 
The Father, who creates by His sole will, 
could not stand in any need of the Son, but 
nevertheless He wills through the Son ; nor 
could the Son, who works according to the 
likeness of the Father, need co-operation, but 
the Son too wills to make perfect through the 
Spirit. "For by the word of the Lord were the 

ii Cor. xii. II. «r/:Col. i. 16. 

» wTro<rroa*i«. apparently used here as the cquivalfnt nrovo-ieu, 
unless the negation only extend** to apx^'^^c. cf. note on p. 5. 

* Contrast the neuter tj 61' of P:n;im philosophy with the 
o ii¥ or <Yw c*Mi of ciuiiituui revelation. 
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heavens made, and all the host of them by 
the breath [the Spirit] of His mouth." * The 
Word then is not a mere significant impres- 
sion on the air, borne by the organs of 
speech ; nor is the Spirit of His mouth a 
vapour, emitted by the organs of respiration ; 
but the Word is He who "was with God in 
the beginning" and "was God,*" and the 
Spirit of the mouth of God is " the Spirit of 
truth which proceedeth from the Father." * 
You are therefore to perceive three, the Lord 
who gives the order, the Word who creates, 
, and the Spirit who confirms.* And what 
other thing could confirmation be than the 
perfecting according to holiness? This per- 
fecting expresses the confirmation's firmness, 
unchangeableness, and fixity in good. But 
there is no sanctification without the 
Spirit. The powers of the heavens are 
not holy by nature ; were it so there would 
in this respect be no difference between them 
and the Holy Spirit. It is in proportion to 
their relative excellence that they have their 
meed of holiness from the Spirit. The brand- 
ing-iron is conceived of together with the 
fire; and yet the material and the fire are 
distinct. Thus too in the case of the heavenly 
powers ; their substance is, peradventure, an 
aerial spirit, or an immaterial fire, as it is 
written, ** Who maketh his angels spirits and 
his ministers a flame of fire;"* wherefore 
they exist in space and become visible, and 
appear in their proper bodily form to them 
that are worthy. But their sanctification, 
being external to their substance, superin- 
duces their perfection through the commun- 
ion of the Spirit. They keep their rank by 
their abiding in the good and true, and 
while they retain their freedom of will, 
never fall away from their patient attend- 
ance on Him who is truly good. It results 
that, if by your argument you do away with 
the Spirit, the hosts of the angels are dis- 
banded, the dominions of archangels are 
destroyed, all is thrown into confusion, and 
their life loses law, order, and distinctness. 
For how are angels to cry *' Glory to God in 
the highest"* without being empowered 
by the Spirit? For *'No man can say that 
Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost, and 
no man speaking by the Spirit of God call- 
eth Tesus accursed;"' as might be said by 
wicked and hostile spirits, whose fall estab- 



* Ps. xxxfii.6. •John i. I. »Johnxv. 26. 

* TOP cTtptovvra rh irKcwMa. It is to be noticed here that St. 
Basil uses the masculine nnd nrnre personal form in apposition 
with the neuter irv*vtia, and not the neuter as in the creed of 
Constantinople, to kvoiov «ai r-t Zatovoibv to ix rov irarpbc 
iKvoptvouevoi-, etc. There is scriptural authority for the mas- 
cuUne in the •* otoi' fie iKBji ixtivost to wvMvixa t^« akii$uat ** of 
lohnxvi. It. cf. p. iC-17. 

•LukcU. 
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lishes our statement of the freedom of the 
will of the invisible powers; being, as they 
are, in a condition of equipoise between 
virtue and vice, and on this account needing 
the succour of the Spirit. I indeed maintain 
that even Gabriel ' in no other way foretells 
events to come than by the foreknowledge of 
the Spirit, by reason of the fact that one of 
the boons distributed by the Spirit is prophe- 
cy. And whence did he who was ordained 
to announce the mysteries of the vision to 
the Man of Desires* derive the wisdom 
whereby he was enabled to teach hidden 
things, if not from the Holy Spirit? The 
revelation of mysteries is indeed the peculiar 
function of the Spirit, as it is written, ''God 
hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit."' 
And how could *' thrones, dominions, prin- 
cipalities and powers"* live their blessed 
life, did they not ''behold the face of the 
Father which is in heaven " ?* But to behold 
it is impossible without the Spirit ! Just as 
at night, if you withdraw the light from the 
house, the eyes fall blind and their faculties 
become inactive, and the worth of objects 
cannot be discerned, and gold is trodden on 
in ignorance as though it were iron, so in 
the order of the intellectual world it is impos- 
sible for the high life of Law to abide w ith- 
out the Spirit. For it so to abide were as 
likely as that an army should maintain its 
discipline in the absence of its commander, 
or a choms its harmony without the guidance 
of the coryphaeus. How could the Sera- 
phim cry ** Holy, Holy, Holy,"* were they 
not taught by the Spirit how often true relig- 
ion requires them to lift their voice in this 
ascription of glory.? Do '* all His angels" 
and *'all His hosts"' praise God? It is 
throuj^h the co-operation of the Spirit. Do 
"thousand thousand" of angels stand before 
Him, and '* ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand " ministering spirits ? * They are 
blamelessly doing their proper work by the 
power of the Spirit. All the glorious and 
unspeakable harmony ' of the highest heavens 
both in the service of God, and in the mutual 
concord of the celestial powers, can there- 
fore only be preserved by the direction of the 
Spirit. Thus with those beings who are not 
gradually perfected by increase and advance,** 
but are perfect from the moment of the crea- 
tion, there is in creation the presence of the 



i Lukei. II. 

»•• Man ereatly beloved." A.V. and R.V. Dan. x. 11. 

• iCor. u. 10. •Is. vi.3. 

* Col. i. 16. ' Ps. cxlviii. a. 
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» cf. Job xxxviii.^, though for the first clause the Ixx. reads 
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of the spheres vi'(tfrAri8t./>«t CW. ii.Q, 1. 

^ vpoxoiri). cf, irpocKOBTc of the boy Jesus in Luke u. 5a. 
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Holy Spirit, who confers on them the grace 
that flows from Him for the completion and 
perfection of their essence.* 

39. But when we speak of the dispensa- 
tions made for man by our great God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ,* who will gainsay 
their having been accomplished through the 
grace of the Spirit? Whether you wish to 
examine ancient evidence ; — tlie blessings of 
the partriarchs, the succour given through 
the legislation, the types, the prophecies, the 
valorous feats in war, the signs wrought 
through just men ; — or on the other hand the 
things done in the dispensation of the com- 
ing of our Lord in the flesh ; — all is through 
the Spirit. In the first place He was made 
an unction, and being inseparably present 
was with the very flesh of the Lord, ac- 
cording to that which is written, '* Upon 
whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending 
and remaining on Him, the same is" ' *' my 
beloved Son;"* and "Jesus of Nazareth" 
whom " God anointed with the Holy 
Ghost." * After this every operation was 
wrought with the co-operation of the Spirit. 
He was present when the Lord was being 
tempted by the devil; for, it is said, '* Jesus 
was led up of the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted." • He was inseparably with 
Him while working His wonderful works;' 
for, it is said, " If 1 by the Spirit of God cast 
out devils." • And He did not leave Him 
when He had risen from the dead ; for when 
renewing man, and, by breathing on the 
face of the disciples,* restoring the grace, 
that came of the inbreathing'of God, which 
man had lost, what did the Lord say? " Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghost: whose soever sins 
ye remit, they are remitted unto them ; and 
whose soever ye retain, they are retained.'* *^ 
And is it not plain and incontestable that 
the ordering of the Church is effected through 
the Spirit? For He gave, it is said, '* in the 
church, first Apostles, secondarily prophets, 

1 >'-ro9Ta<ri^, apparently again used in its earlier identlfica- 
ti in with ov<ria, 

• Tiios ii. 13, R.V. The A. V. favours the view, opposed to 
Ihnt of the Greek Fathers, that " the great God " means the 
Kaiiicr. c/. Theodoret in this edition, pp. 319 and 321 and 

» Tnhn i. \^. » Arts x. 3S. 

• IWatt. iii. 17. • Malt. iv. 1 . 

• 6 'fauf ic, rendered "wonderful works" in Matt. vii. aa; 
" miifhty works " in Matt. xi. ao, Mark vi. 14, and I-,uke x. 13; 
an«l ** miracles '* in Acts il. aa, xix. 11, and Gal. iii. v. 

» Matt. xii. aS. ^ 

• Gen. ii. 7, Ixx. is «i'r^v<n}<rei' ci? rS npofrtavoy avrov, " «I« to 
ro '^avo¥ " is thence imported into John xx. aa. Mr. C. F. H. 
J'»hns*on notes, "This addition ... is found in the Prayer at 
the Little Entrance in the Liturgy of St. Mark. Didvmus, in 
l>i-s treatise on the Holy Spirit, which we have only in St. 
Jerome's Latin Version, twice uses * iisMjlarts in faciem 
eo^Htm* (If 6, 33. The text is quoted in this form hy Epiphanius 
Adv. Har. Ixxiv. 13, and by St. Aug. De Trin. Iv. ao." To 
the<e instances may he added Athan. Rp, i. § S, and the ver. 
«ions of Upper and Lower Egypt, the Thebaic, known as the 
SMiiidtc. and the Memphitic, or Coptic, both ascribed to the 
24 century. >* John xx. aa, a3. 



thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then 
gifts of healing, helps, governments, diver- 
sities of tongues," * for this order is ordained 
in accordance with the division of the gifts 
that are of the Spirit.* 

40. Moreover by any one who carefully 
uses his reason it will be found that even at 
the moment of the expected appearance of 
the Lord from heaven the Holy Spirit will 
not, as some suppose, have no functions to 
discharge : on the contrary, even in the day 
of His revelation, in which the blessed and 
only potentate* will j'udge the world in right- 
eousness,* the Holy Spirit will be present 
with Him. For who is so ignorant of the good 
things prepared by God for them thab arc 
worthy, as not to know that the crown of 
the righteous is the grace of the Spirit, be- 
stowed in more abundant and perfect meas- 
ure in that day, when spiritual glory shall 
be distributed to each in proportion as he shall 
have nobly played the man ? For among the 
glories of the saints arc " many mansions" 
in the Father's house,* that is differences of 
dignities : for as " star differeth from star in 
glory, so also is the resurrection of the 
dead." ' 1'hey, then, that were sealed by the 
Spirit unto the day of redemption,' and 
preserve pure and undiminished the first 
fruits which they received of the Spirit, are 
they that shall hear the words " well done 
thou good and faithful servant ; thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things."® In like 
manner they which have grieved the Holy 
Spirit by the wickedness of their ways, or 
have not wrought for Him that gave to 
them, shall be deprived of what they have 
received, their grace being transferred to 
others ; or, according to one of the evan- 
gelists, they shall even be wholly cut asunder,' 
— the cutting asunder meaning complete 
separation from the Spirit. The body is not 
divided, part being delivered to chastise- 
ment, and part let off; for when a whole has 
sinned it were like the old fables, and un- 
worthy of a righteous j'udge, for only the half 
to suffer chastisement. Nor is the soul cut in 
two, — that soul the whole of which possesses 
the sinful affection throughout, and works 
the wickedness in co-operation with the body. 
The cutting asunder, as I have observed, is 
the separation for aye of the soul from the 
Spirit. For now, although the Spirit does 
not suffer admixture with the unworthy. He 

1 I Cor. xii. aS. » i Tim. vi. 15. 

•<^. 1 Cor. xii. II. * Acts xvli. .^i, 

<^n-aoATip irarpi, (^^tcheM U Pire,) with liltlc or no change 
of meaning, for iv rji) oUif rou varpo^ mov. John xiv. a. 
• 1 Cor. XV. 41, 4a. • Matt. xxv. ai. 

» cf. Eph. iv. 30. • Matt. xxiv. 51, 
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nevertheless does seem in a manner to be 
present with them that have once been sealed, 
awaiting the salvation which follows on their 
conversion; but then He will be wholly 
cut ofl' from the soul that has defiled His 
grace. For this reason '* In Hell there is 
none that maketh confession ; in death none 
thatremembereth God," * because the succour 
of the Spirit is no longer present. How then 
is it possible to conceive that the judgment 
is accomplished without the Holy Spirit, 
wherein the word points out that He is Him- 
self the prize ' of the righteous, when instead 
of the earnest ^ is given that which is per- 
fect, and the first condemnation of sinnei'S, 
whon they are deprived of that which they 
seem to have? But the greatest proof of 
the conjunction of the Spirit with the Father 
and the Son is that He is said to have the 
same relation to God which the spirit in us 
has to each of us. *' For what man" it is 
said, " knoweth thethingsof a man, save the 
spirit of man which is in him? even so the 
things of God knoweth no man but the 
. Spirit of God." * 

On this point I have said enough. 

CHAPTER XVn. 

Against those who say that the Itoly Ghost is 
not to be numbered with, but numbered 
undery the Father and the Son. Wherein 
moreover there is a summary notice of 
the faith concerning right sub-numeration, 

41. What, however, they call subnu- 
meration,* and in what sense they use this 
word, cannot even be imagined without 
difilicultv. It is well known that it was im- 
ported into our language from the *' wisdom 
of the world ; " " but a point for our present 
consideration will be whether it has any 
immediate relation to the subject under dis- 
cussion. Those who arc adepts in vain in- 
vestigations tell us that, while some nouns 
are common and of widely' extended denota- 
tion, others are more specific, and that the 
force of some is more limited than that of 
others. Essence, for instance, is a common 
noun, predicable of all things both animate 
and inanimate ; while animal is more spe- 



' Ps. vi. 5, Ixx. ori ovK f<mv iv rioBavnnf 6 ^Ki^MOFtVAfv aov, 
iv *i T«p a in Ti« (foMoAoyijcrcrai o-oi; Vulg. " Jm inftmo autem 
qui* cnnfitebitur tibi f " 

sphil. iii. 14. * a Cor. i. aa, tr. 5. *iCor. ii. 11. 

o**Th:^ word was used as a quasi philosophical term to 
express the doctrine quoted by St. Basil, in § 13: it does not 
occur in the confession of Eunomius, which was prepared after 
this book, A.D. tSa; but it was used by him in his Liber 
Apolo^eticHs (before A.D. 365) ag-ainst which St. Basil 
wrote." Rev. C. F. H. Johnston. For " inrapt^Mijcri? " the 
only authorities given by the lexicons are ** ecclesiastical.** 
But the importation from the ** wisdom of the world '* implies 
use in heathen philosophy. 

<^. 1 Cor. i. ao. 



cific, being predicated of fewer subjects than 
the former, though of more than those 
which are considered under it, as it em- 
braces both rational and irrational nature. 
Again, human is more specific than animal, 
and man than human, and than man the 
individual Peter, Paul or John.* Do they 
then mean bv subnumeration the division of 
the common into its subordinate parts.'* But 
I should hesitate to believe they have 
reached such a pitch of infatuation as to 
assert that the God of the universe, like 
some common quality conceivable only by 
reason and without actual existence in any 
hypostasis, is divided into subordinate divi- 
sions, and that then this subdivision is called 
subnumeration. This would hardly be said 
even by men melancholy mad, for, besides 
its impiety, they are establishing the very 
opposite argument to their own contention. 
For the subdivisions are of the same essence 
as that from which they have been divided. 
The very obviousness of the absurdity makes 
it diflScult for us to find arguments to con- 
fute their unreasonableness; so that really 
their folly looks like an advantage to them ; 
just as soft and yielding bodies oft'er no re- 
sistance, and therefore cannot be struck a 
stout blow. It is impossible to bring a vig- 
orous confutation to bear on a palpable ab- 
surdity. The only course open to us is to 
pass by their abominable impiety in silence. 
Yet our love for the brethren and the im- 
portunity of our opponents makes silence 
impossible. 

42. What is* it that they maintain.^ Look 
at the tei'ms of their imposture. ** We 
assert that connumeration is appropriate to 
subjects of equal dignity, and subnumer- 
ation to those which vary in the direction of 
inferiority." *' Why," I rejoined, *' do you 
say this? I fail to understand your extiaor- 
dinary wisdom. Do you mean that gold 
is numbered with gold, and that lead is un- 
worthy of the connumeration, but, because 
of the cheapness of the material, is subnu- 
merated to gold? And do you attribute so 
much importance to number as that it can 

i "This portion of the theory of {general lanifuuKC is the sub- 
ject of what is termed the doctrine of tlie Prcdicables ; a set of 
distinctions handed down from Aristotle, and his follower 
Porphyry, many of which have taken a firm root in scientific, 
and some of them even in popuhir, phraseology. The predi- 
cables are a five-fold division of General Names, not grounded 
as usual on a difference in their meaninfj^i that is, in the 
attribute which they connote, but on a diflerence in the kind of 
class which they denote. We may predicate of a thing five 
different varieties of class-name : 

A genus of the thing (ycVoc). 

Kstecies (c!6o«;. 

A aifferentia (dta^ofxx). 

Kproprium fidi<SiO* 

An accidens (ai/fA^t^nx^f). 

It is to t>e remarked of these distinctions, that they express, 
not what the predicate is in its own meaning, but what rela- 
tion it t>ears to the subject of which it happens on the particular 
occasion to be predicated.'* y. 5. Mill^ System of Logic t i. 133. 
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either exalt the value of what is cheap, or 
destroy the dignity of what is valuable? 
Therefore, again, you will number gold 
under precious stones, and such precious 
stones as are smaller and without lustre 
under those which are larger and brighter 
in colour. But what will not be said by men 
who spend iheir time in nothing else but 
either * to tell or to hear some new thing ' ? * 
Let these supporters of impiety be classed 
for the future with Stoics and Epicureans. 
Whatsubnumerationis even possible ofthings 
less valuable in relation to things very 
valuable? How is a brass obol to be num- 
bered under a golden stater? *' Because," 
they reply, *' we do not speak of possessing 
two coins, but one and one." But which of 
these is subnumerated to the other? Each 
is similarly mentioned. If then you num- 
ber each by itself, you cause an equality of 
value by numbering them in the same way; 
but, if you join them, you make their value 
one by numbering them one with the other. 
But if the subnumeration belongs to the one 
which is numbered second, then it is in the 
power of the counter to begin by counting 
the brass coin. Let us, however, pass over 
the confutation of their ignorance, and turn 
our argument to the main topic. 

43. Do you maintain that the Son is 
numbered under the Father, and the Spirit 
under the Son, or do you confine your sub- 
numeration to the Spirit alone? If, on the 
other hand, you apply this subnumeration 
also to the Son, you revive what is the 
same impious doctrine, the unlikeness of 
the subst:mce, the lowliness of rank, the 
coming into being in later time, and once for 
all, by this one term, you will plainly again 
set circling all the blasphemies against 
the Only-begotten. To controvert these blas- 
phemies would be a longer task than my 
present purpose admits of; and I am the less 
bound to undertake it because the impiety 
has been refuted elsewhere to the best of my 
ability.* If on the other hand they suppose 
the subnumeration to benefit the Spirit alone, 
they must be taught that the Spirit is spoken 
of together with the Lord in precisely the 
same manner in which the Son is spoken of 
with the Father. "The name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost"' is 
delivered in like manner, and, according to 
the co-ordination of words delivered in bap- 
tism, the relation of the Spirit to the Son is 
the same as that of the Son to the Father. 
And if the Spirit is co-ordinate with the 

1 Acts xvii. ai. 

s I e., in the i^ecnnd book of his work against Eunoinius. 

> Matt, xxviii. 19. 



Son, and the Son with the Father, it is obvi- 
ous that the Spirit is also co-ordinate with the 
Father. When then the names are ranked 
in one and the same co-ordinate series,* what 
room is there for speaking on the one hand 
of connumeration, and on the other of sub- 
numeration? Nay, without exception, what 
thing ever lost its own nature by being num- 
bered ? Is it not the fact that things when 
numbered remain what they naturally and 
originally were, while number is adopted 
among us as a sign indicative of the plu- 
rality of subjects? For some bodies we 
count, some we measure, and some we 
weigh ; * those which are by nature continu- 
ous we apprehend by measure; to those 
which are divided we apply number(with the 
exception of those which on account of their 
fineness are measured) ; while heavy objects 
are distinguished by the inclination of 
the balance. It does not however follow 
that, because we have invented for our con- 
venience symbols to help us to arrive at the 
knowledge of quantity, we have therefore 
changed the nature of the things signified. 
We do not speak of *• weighing under" one 
another things which are weighed, even 
though one be gold and the other tin ; nor 
yet do we " measure under" things that are 
measured ; and so in the same way we will not 
''number under" things which are num- 
bered. And if none of the rest of things 
admits of subnumeration how can they al- 
lej^e that the Spirit ought to be subnumer- 
ated? LabourinjOf as thev do under heathen 
unsoundness, they imagine that things which 
are inferior, either by grade of rank or sub- 
jection of substance, ought to be subnumer- 
ated. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

In what manner in the confession of the three 
hypostases we presence the pious dogma of 
the Monarchia, Wherein atso is the re- 
futation of them that allege that the Spirit 
is subnutncrated} 

44. In delivering the formula of the Fa- 

1 ov(rTuix<ai a scrifs of similar thing^s, as in Ari>t. Att. Pr, 
ii. ai« a. In the Pvth;isjt>rean philosophv, a co-ordinate or 
parallel series. Arist. Met. i. 5, o, and Eth. Ni'c. x. 6, 7. 

Sr/*. Wis. xi.ao. **Thoii hast ordered all things iu meas* 
ure and number and wciuht." 

8 The term Mo»'aox«t tirst acquired importance in patristic 
litemlure in Justin's work Z^Vi/roiKirrA/fi, against Polvtheism. 
Of the lost letter of Irenx'us to the Roman Presbyter Florinus, 
who was deposed for heresy, presumably gnostic, the title, ac- 
cording to Kusebius (//. A. v. ao), was ircpi Mot'ap;^(af, ^ IT pi 
rov firi tXvai rov ()f:ot> noirjrqi^ KaK^tv. l^ater it came to he used 
to express not the Divine unity as opposed to Polytheism or 
Oriental Dualism, but the Divine unity as opposed to Trithe- 
ism. Vi'iie the words of Dionysius of Rome, as quoted by 
Athan. Df Derretis. § 26. ** Next let me turn to those who cut 
in pieces, divide, and di-strov that most sacred doctrine of the 
church of (yod, the divine Monarchy, m:ikint( it, as it were. 
three powers and divided su)>ststences »nd three godheads.'* 
So St. Basil CoHi, Eunom, ii. 'Apx*l M'l' ^^^ varpos ov^cfiiay 
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tbcr, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,* our Lord 
did not connect the gift with number. He did 
not say ** into First, Second, and Third,"* 
nor yet ** into one, two, and three, but He gave 
us the boon of the know ledge of the faith which 
leads to salvation, by means of holy names. 
So that what saves us is our faith. Number 
has been devised as a symbol indicative of the 
quantity of objects. But these men, who 
bring ruin on themselves from every possible 
source, have turned even the capacity for 
counting against the faith. Nothing else 
undergoes any change in consequence of 
the addition of number, and yet these men in 
the case of the divine nature pay reverence 
to number, lest they should exceed the limits 
of the honour due to the Paraclete. But, O 
wisest sirs, let the unapproachable be alto- 
gether above and beyond number, as the 
ancient reverence of the Hebrews wrote the 
unutterable name of God in peculiar charac- 
ters, thus endeavouring to set forth its infinite 
excellence. Count, if you must; but you 
must not by counting do damage to the 
faith. Either let the ineffable be honoured 
by silence ; or let holy things be counted con- 
sistently with true religion. There is one 
God and Father, one Only-begotten, and 
one Holy Ghost. We proclaim each of 
the hypostases singly ; and, when count we 
must, we do not let an ignorant arithmetic 
carry us away to the idea of a plurality of 
Gods. 

45. For we do not count by w*ay of addi- 
tion, gradu^UIy making increase from unity 

«.>X^ ^ ^!>^ ^^** ^ vanjp. And in £p, xxxviU. *AAAa rt« iari 
6vya^tc iymvyijnn xoi avdpxmt v^toTwra i)ri« irriv airia r^t 
av^KTwy ri»¥ omtv atrioc, ck ydp rov varpbf o vlb* 6t,* «d tA 
irarra. And in Sp, cxxv. Ei^a yUp olioiitv aytnnfTom koX fiiaa^ 
rmv irdvTn»¥ apxh*'* r'^v waripa. tow Kvpiov iiftMv 'Iiktow Xpurrov. 
On the doctrine und its exponents compare § 7a of the />r Sp. S, 

On the other hand '* Monarchians " was a name connoting 
heresy when applied to those who pushed the doctrine of the 
Unity to an extreme, involving denial of a Trinity. Of these, 
among the more noteworthy were Paul of Samosata, bp. of 
Antiochf who was deposed in 269. a representative of thinkers 
who have been called dynamical monarchians, and Praxeas 
(supposed by some to be a nickname), who tau^rht at Rome in 
the reign of Marcus Aurelius^ and of whom TertuUian, the 
originator of the term patripassinns, ns applied to M onarchians, 
wrote " Paracletum fugavit et patrem crncifixit.** This 
heretical Monarchianism culminnted in Sabellius, the *' most 
original, ingenious, and profound of the Monarchians." 
Schaff. Histm Chr. Churchy 1. 393. ef. Gisseler, i. p. la^, Har- 
nack's Monarckianismns in Herzog's Rtal Etuyclopadu^ Vol. 
X. Thomasius Dog. Gesch. i. p. 179, and Fiulon Et, Hist. 
p. a4i. 

i Matt, xxviii. iq. 

s Mr. C. F. H. Johnston quotes as inst:incc« of the appHca' 
tion of the word "third" to the Holy Ghost; Justin Martyr 
{Apol, i. x\) •• Wc honour the Spirit of prophecy in the third 
nink." TertuUian {In Prax. 8) ** As the fruit from the tree is 
third from the root, and the rivulet from the river third from 
\\\i source, and the flame from the ray third from the sun." 
Hunomius {Lib. Apol. § ac) "observing the teaching of Saints, 
wc have learned from tnem that the Holv Spirit is third 
in dignity and order, and so have believed him to be third in 
nature also." On the last St. Basil {Adv. Eunom. ii.) rejoins 
** Perhaps the word of piety allows Him to come in rank 
second to the Son . . . althoujrh He is inferior to the Son 
in rank and dignity (that we may make the utmost possible 
concession) it does not reasonably follow thence that he is of 
a different nature." On the word " perhaps " a dispute arose 
at the Council of Florence, the Latins denying its genuineness. 



to multitude, and saying one, two, and three, 
— nor yet first, second, and third. For 
*'I," God, "am the first, and I am the 
Rist." * And hitherto we have never, even 
at the present time, heard of a second God. 
Worshipping as we do God of God, we 
both confess the distinction of the Persons, 
and at the same time abide by the Monarchy. 
We do not fritter away the theology * in a 
divided plurality, because one Form, so to 
say, united'* in the invariableness of the God- 
head, is beheld in God the Father, and in 
God the Only begotten. For the Son is in 
the Father and the Father in the Son ; since 
such as is the latter, such is the former, 
and such as is the former, such is the lat- 
ter ; and herein is the Unitv. So that accord- 
ing to the distinction of Persons, both are one 
and one, and according to llie community of 
Nature, one. How, then, if one and one, 
arc there not two Gods ? J3ecause we speak 
of a king, and of the king's image, and not 
of two kings. The majesty is not cloven in 
two, nor the glory divided. The sov- 
ereignty and authority over us is one, and so 
the doxology ascribed by us is not plural 
but one ; * because the honour paid to the 
image passes on to the prototype. Now 
what in the one case the image is by reason 
of imitation, that in the other case the Son is 
by nature; and as in works of art the likeness 
is dependent on the form, so in the case ot 
the divine and uncompounded nature the 
union consists in the communion of the God- 
head.* One, moreover, is the Holy Spirit, 
and we speak of Him singly, conjoined as 
He is to the one Father through the one Son, 
and through Himself completing the ador- 
able and blessed Trinity. Of Him the 
intimate relationship to the Father and the 
Son is suflficiently declared by the fact of His 
not being ranked in the plurality of the crea- 
tion, but being spoken of singly ; for he is 
not one of many, but One. For as there is 
one Father and one Son, so is there one 
Holy Ghost. He is consequently as far 
removed from created Nature as reason 
requires the singular to be removed from 
compound and plural bodies ; and He is in 
such wise united to the Father and to the 
Son as unit has afilinity with unit. 

>Is.xliv.6. 

* According to patristic usage BtoXoyia proper Is concerned 
with all that relates to the Divine and Eternal nsiture of our 
Lord. cf. Bp. Lii(htfoot. Ap. Fatktrs^ Part H. vol. ii. 0.75. 

^.kvi^oii*vi\v, Var. lecUoncs are ct'i^o^ctaji/, *' seated in/' and 
iv*iKovi^oyiiyy\Vm ** imaged in.*' 

^cf. the embolismus, or intercalated prayer in the Liturgy 
of St. yames^ as cited by Mr, C. F, H. Johnston. " For of thee 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, of Father, of Son, 
and of Holy Ghost, now and ever." 

A On the riijiht use of the illustration of ciirt^i', cf Basil Ep. 
xxxviii., andJBp. Lightfoot's note on Col. i. 15. cf. also John 
i. iS and xiv. 9, 10. 
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46. And it is not from this source alone 
that our proofs of the natural communion 
are derived, but from the fact that He is 
moreover said to be " of God ; " ' not indeed 
in the sense in which *' all things are of 
God," * but in the sense of proceeding out of 
God, not by generation, like the Son, but as 
Breath of His mouth. But in no way is the 
*' mouth " a member, nor the Spirit breath 
that is dissolved ; but the word '* mouth " 
is used so far as it can be appropriate to 
God, and the Spirit is a Substance having 
life, gifted with supreme power of sanctifica- 
tion. Thus the close relation is made plain, 
while the mode of the ineffable existence is 
safeguarded. He is moreover styled * Spirit 
of Christ,' as being by nature closely related 
to Him. Wherefore **' If any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His." * 
Hence He alone worthily glorifies the Lord, 
for, it is said, ** He shall glorify me,"'' not 
as the creature, but as *' Spirit of truth," * 
clearly shewing forth the truth in Himself, 
and, as Spirit of wisdom, in His own great- 
ness revealins: *' Christ the l^ower of God 
and the wisdom of God " ' And as Para- 
clete' He expresses in Himself the goodness 
of the Paraclete who sent Him, and in His 
own dignity manifests the majesty of Him 
from whom He proceeded. There is then 
on the one hand a natural glory, ns light is 
the glory of the sun ; and on the other a 

1 a Cor. i. 13. 

* I Cor. xi. 12. George of Laodicea applied this passajre to 
the Son. and wrote to the Arians : ** ^^ hy complain of Pope 
Alexander (i'.r. of Alexandria) for saying that the Son is 
from the Father. . . . For if the apostle wrote All things 
are from God . • . He may be said to be from God in that 
sense in which all things are from God." Athan., De Syn, 17. 

* Rom. viii. g^ b John xiv. 17. 

* John xri. 14. > 1 Cur. i. 34. 

V TOp«<A«ro« occurs five times in the N.T., and Is rendered 
in A.V . in John xiv. 16 and a6, xv. a6 and xvi. 7, Comforter; 
in I John iu \^ Advocate^ as applied to the Son. In tiie text 
the $on« the Paraclete, is descrihed as sending the Spirit, the 
Paraclete; in the second clause of the sentence it can hardly l>e 
positively determined whether the words rou o<itv irporiA$<v 
refer to tne Futheror to the Son. The former view is adopted 
by Mr. C. F. H. Johnston, the latter by the editor of Keble's 
SittJta Sacra^ p. 176. The seouence of the sentences in John 
XV. a6a)ight lead oneto regard o9tv irportKBtv as equivalent to 
ira>d Tiv llarpK <jnroo«vcrai. On the other hand, St. Basil's 
avoidance of direct citation of the verb cinropcucrai, his' close 
connexion of rov airo(rr«(.'AaKro« with '66tv^ trpoiiXB^Vt and the 
close of the verse in St. John's gospel tKt'vo^ tiofirvpmrti trtpl 
cMOi), sngj^est that the utya\t»(rvtni in St. Basil's mind may be 
the tL«yxAoiriitr$i of the Son. At the same time, while the 
Western Church was in the main unanimous as to the double 
pn)cession, this passage from St. Basil is not quoted as an 
exception to the general current of the teaching of the Greek 
Fathers, wh >, as Bp. Pearjion expresses it. *' stuck more closely 
to the phnixe iind language of the Scriptures, saving that the 
spirit proccedeth from the Father." (Pearson Ou the Creed, 
Art. viii. where vid4 quotations ) Vide also Thomasius, 
Christ. Doj^m.^ i. 370, rfamentUck auf letxere Besttmmung 
le^em die /^riechhchem V^ter £rrosies Gewickt. Im Geffensatx 
ge^en den macedonitcken Irrtnm^ der den Geist fur ein 
Geschuf>f det Sokne$ ansak, fUhrte man die Strbsiftenx des- 
seiben ebenso auf dem Voter snruck wie die des Sohnes. Man 
Ukrte, also, der keilige Geist gekt vom Voter ans^ der Voter 
i*t die <i'>v4 "Ofie des Sohnes so anck des Geist es: aber mit der 
dem herkommliehen Znt^e des Dogma entsprechenden Pi'dher- 
btsiimmmng: uicht «.uc(ra»<, sondern infitam, interventu filii 
geht der Geist vom Voter ans, also " diirck den Sohn vom 
rater y So die bedentendsten Kirchenlehrer, -wahrend andere 
einfack hei der Formel ttehen blieben; er gehe vom Voter ans. 



glory bestowed j'udicially and of free will 
* ad extra ' on tliem that are worthy. The 
latter is twofold. ** A son," it is said, 
" honoureth his father, and a servant his 
master." ' Of these two the one, the servile, 
is given by the creature ; the other, which 
;nay be called the intimate, is fulfilled by the 
Spirit. For, as our Lord said of Himself, 
" I have glorified Thee on the earth : I have 
finished the work which thou gavest me to 
do;"* so of the Paraclete He says *' He 
shall glorify me : for He shall receive of 
mine, and shall show it unto you.'" And 
as the Son is glorified of tlie Father when He 
says " I have both glorified // and will glo- 
rify ti * again," * so is the Spirit glorified 
through His communion with both Father 
and Son, and through tlie testimony of the 
Only-begotten when He says " All manner 
of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto 
men: but the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men." ' 

47. And when, by means of the power 
that enlightens us, we fix our eyes on the 
beauty of the image of the invisible God, 
and through the image are led up to the 
supreme beauty of the spectacle of the 
archetype, then, I ween, is with us in- 
separably the Spirit of knowledge, in Him- 
self bestowing on them that love the vision 
of the truth the power of beholding tlie Image, 
not making the exhibition from without, but 
in Himself leading on to the full knowledge. 
*' No man knoweth the Father save the 
Son." ' And so "no man can say that Jesus 
is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost." * For 
it is not said through the Spirit, but 
by the Spirit, and '' God is a spirit, and 
they that worship Him must worship Him in 
spirit and in truth," • as it is written " in thy 
light shall we see light," *° namely by the 
illumination of the Spirit, ** the true light 
which lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world." " It results that in Himself He 
shows the glory of the Only begotten, and 
on true worshippers He in Himself bestows 
the knowledge of God. Thus the way of 
the knowledge of God lies from One Spirit 
through the One Son to the One Father, and 
conversely the natural Goodness and the in- 
herent Holiness and the royal Dignity extend 
from the Father through the Only-begptten 
to the Spirit. Thus there is both acknow- 
ledgment of the hypostases and the true 

>Mal. i. 6. «Johnxvii. 4. *Johnxvi.i4. 

* Four MSS. of the De 8.8. read i66^<urd <rc, a variation not 
appearing in MSS. of the Qospcl. 

ftjohnxii. 28. « Matt, xii.31. 

t Matt. xi. ^7, •* ovjeif oi5c r'ov naripa ct fi^ ^y}^' " substl- 
tuted for " ov 6i rhv waripa rU ciriyKiutricci ti fi'ri 6 Vio«." 

• I Cor. xii. 3. " Ps. xxxvi. 9. 
9 John iv. 34. u John i. 9. 
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dogma of the Monarchy is not lost.* They 
on the other hand who support their sub- 
numeration by talking of first and second 
and third ought to be informed that into the 
undefilcd theology of Christians they are 
importing the polytheism of heathen error. 
No other result can be achieved by the felj 
device of subnumeration than the confession 
of a first, a second, and a third God. For us 
is sufficient the order prescribed by the Lord. 
He who confuses this order will be no less 
guilty of transgressing the law than arc the 
impious heathen. 

Enough has been now said to prove, in 
contravention of their error, that the com- 
munion of Nature is in no wise dissolved by 
the manner of subnumeration. Let us, how- 
ever, make a concession to our contentious 
and feeble minded adversary, and grant that 
what is second to anything is spoken of in 
subnumeration to it. Now let us see what 
follows. " The first man " it is said " is of the 
earth earth v, the second man is the Lord 
from heaven." Again " that was not first 
which is spiritual but that which is natural 
and afterward that which is spiritual." ' If 
then the second is subnu*iTierated to the first, 
and the subnumerated is inferior in dignity 
to that to which it was subnumerated, ac- 
cording to you the spiritual is inferior in 
honour to the natural, and the heavenly man 
to the earthy. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

Against those who assert that the Spirit ought 

not to be glorified. 

48. *' Be it so," it is rejoined, '* but 
glory is by no means so absolutely due to 
the Spirit as to require His exaltation by us 
\\\ doxologies." Whence then could we get 
our demonstrations of the dignity of the 
Spirit, " passing all understanding," * if 
His communion with the Father and the 
Son were not reckoned by our opponents as 
good for testimony of His rank? It is, at all 
events, possible for us to arrive to a certain 
extent at intelligent apprehension of the 
sublimity of His nature and of His unap- 
proachable power, by looking at the mcan- 

*«/". note on p. 27 and the distinction between <dyua and 
icijovyua In % 66. "The f^reat objection which the Eastern 
Church makes to the FUioqtie, is, that it implies the existence 
of twoao^ii in the )?odheaa; and if we bch'eve in 5i;o a.vaaxot\ 
we, in effect, believe in two Gods. The unity of the Grodhead 
can only be maintained by acknowledging the Father to be 
the sole 'K-iyh or mjy^ 0«oti)to?, who from all eternity has com- 
municated His own Godhead to Mis co.eternal and consubstan. 
tial Son and tipirit. This reasoninfj^ is generally true. But, as 
the doctrine of the Procession of the Spirit from the Father and 
the Bon presupposes the eternal generation of the Son from the 
Father; it does not follow, that that doctrine impugns the 
Catholic belief in the Mia 'Apx^*" Bp. Harold Browne, Exp. 
xxxix Art., Note on Art v. 

* t Cor. ZY. 47. • I Cor, zv. 46. * Phil. iv. 7. 



ing of His title, and at the magnitude of His 
of>erations, and by His good gifts bestowed 
on us or rather on all creation. He is 
called Spirit, as " God is a Spirit," * and 
*' the breath of our nostrils, the anointed of 
the Lord." * He is called holv,' as the 
Father is holy, and the Son is holy, for to the 
creature holiness was brought in from with- 
out, but to the Spirit holiness is the fulfil- 
ment of nature, and it is for this reason that 
He is described not as being sanctified, but 
as sanctifying. He is called good,* as the 
Father is good, and He who was begotten of 
the Good is good, and to the Spirit His 
goodness is essence. He is called upright,* 
as "the Lord is upright," • in that He is. 
Himself truth,^ and is Himself Righteous- 
ness,* having no divergence nor leaning to 
one side or to the other, on account of the 
immutability of His substance. He is called 
Paraclete, like the Only begotten, as He Him- 
self says, " I will ask the Father, and He will 
give you another comforter." • Thus names 
are borne by the Spirit- in common with the 
Father and the Son, and He gets these titles 
from His natural and close relationship. 
From what other source could they be 
derived.^ Again He is called royal, *° Spirit 
of truth,** and Spirit of' wisdom.'* **The 
Spirit of God," it is said " hath made me," " 
and. God filled Bezalcel with "the divine 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding and 
knowledge." ** Such names as these are su- 
per-eminent and mighty, but they do not 
transcend His glory. 

49. And His operations, what arc they.'^ 
For majesty ineffable, and for numbers in- 
numerable. How shall we. form a concep- 
tion of what extends beyond the ages.'^ 
What were His operations before that crea- 
tion whereof we can conceive ? How great 
the grace which He conferred on creation.^ 
What the power exercised by Him over the 
ages to come.^ He existed ; He pre-existed ; 
He co-existed with the Father and the Son 
before the ages. It follows that, even if you 
can conceive of anything beyond the ages, 
you will find the Spirit yet further above 
and beyond. And if you think of the crea- 
tion, the powers of the heavens were estab- 



> John iv. 24. 

s JLam. iv. ao. Sie in A.V. and R.V., the reference beinij 
to Zedekiah. c/. Jer. xxxix. 5. The Vuljf ate reads, "^^ir////* 
art's nostri Christus Dam inns ,** from the Greek of the LXX. 
quoted by St. Basil, ** livtviko. n-ootrwirov iiiiMV xpicrroc xvpios." 

» I John i. 30. » Ps. li. 10. 

* Ps. cxliii. 10. • Ps. xcii. 15. 

T John xiv. 17; XV. a6; xrl. 13; i John v. 6. 

• a Cor. iii. 8,9. 

9 John xiv. 16, wapoMkifrov, cf. Note on p. 29. 
10 Ps. 11. 13, Ixx. iTKfCfia iifiLovtKov, V'ulg. spirltus princi- 
Pmiis. 

"John XV. a6, etc. " Job xxxiii. 4. 

" Is. xl. a. i« £x. zxxi. 3, LXX. 
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Hshed by the Spirit,' the establishment being 
understood to refer to disability to fail away 
from good. For it is from the Spirit that 
the powers derive their close relationship to 
God, their inability to change to evil, and' 
their continuance in blessedness. « Is it 
Christ's advent? The Spirit is forerunner. 
Is there the incarnate presence? The Spirit 
is inseparable. Working of miracles, and 
gifts of healing are through the Holy Spirit. 
Demons were driven out by the Spirit of 
God. The devil was brought to naught by 
t!ie presence of the Spirit. Remission of sins 
was by the gift of the Spirit, for "ye were 
washed, ^e were sanctified, ... in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in 
the holy Spirit of our God." * There is close 
relationship with God through the Spirit, for 
** God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son 
into your hearts, crying Abba, Father." ^ 
The resurrection from the dead is effected by 
the 0[)eration of the Spirit, for '' Thou send- 
est forth thy spirit, they arc created ; and 
Thou renewest the face of the earth." * If 
here creation may be taken to mean the 
bringing of the departed to life again, how 
mighty is not the operation of the Spirit, 
Who is to us the dispenser of the life that 
follows on the resurrection, and attunes our 
souls to the spiritual life beyond ? Or if here 
by creation is meant the change to a better 
condition of those who in this life have 
fallen into sin, (for it is so understood ac- 
cording to the usage of Scripture, as in the 
words of Paul '• if any man be in Christ he 
is a new creature"*), the renewal which 
takes place in this life, and the transmutation 
from our earthly and sensuous life to the 
heavenly conversation which takes place in 
us through the Spirit, then our souls are 
exalted to the highest pitch of admiration. 
With these thoughts before us are we to be 
afraid of going beyond due bounds in the 
extravagance of the honour we pay? Shall 
we not rather fear lest, even though we 
seem to give Him the highest names which 
the thoughts of man can conceive or man's 
tongue utter, we let our thoughts about Him 
fall too low? 

It is the Spirit which says, as the Lord 
says. " Get thee down, and go with them, 
doubting nothing: for I have sent them."* 
Are these the words of an inferior, or of one 
in dread? " Separate me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work whereunto I have called 
them."' Does a slave speak thus? And 
Isaiah, *' The Lord God and His Spirit hath 



* r/. Ps. xxxiii. 6. 

« I Cor. vi. 11 R.V. 

* Gftl. iv. 6. 

* F*. civ. 30. 



• a Cor. V. 17. 
Acts X. 20. 
' Acts ziii. 3. 



sent me," ' and " the Spirit came down from 
the Lord and guided them." * And pray do 
not again understand by this guidance some 
humble service, for the Word witnesses 
that it was the work of God; — "Thou 
leddest thy people," it is said " like a 
fiock," ' and *' Thou that leadest Joseph 
like a flock," * and '* He led them on safely, 
so that they feared not."* Thus when you 
hear that when tlie Comforter is come, He 
will put you in remembrance, and ** guide 
you into all truth." • do not misrepresent 
the meaning. 

50. But, it is said that " He maketh 
intercession for us." ' It follows then that, 
as the suppliant is inferior to the benefactor, 
so far is the Spirit inferior in dignity to God. 
But have you never heard concerning the 
Only-begotten that He " is at the right hand 
of God, who also maketh intercession for 
us"?* Do not, then, because the Spirit is 
in you, — if indeed He is at all in you, — 
nor yet because lie teaches us who were 
blinded, and guides us to the choice of whr.t 
profits us, — do not for this reason allow your- 
self to be deprived of the right and holy 
opinion concerning Him. For to make the 
loving kindness of your benefactor a ground 
of ingratitude were indeed a veiy extuava- 
gance of unfairness. " Grieve not the Holy 
Spirit;"* hear the words of Stephen, the 
first fruits of the martyrs, when he reproaches 
the people for their rebellion and disobedi- 
ence ; " you do always," he says, ** resist the 
Holy Ghost; " *° and again Isaiah, — *' They 
vexed His Holy Spirit, therefore He was 
turned to be their enemy ; " '* and in another 
passage, '^the house of Jacob angered the 
Spirit of the Lord." " Are not these pas- 

1 Isa. xlviii. 16. Mr. C. F. Johnston remarks : •* In Isntuh 
xlviii. 16 St. Didymus, :(S translated by St. Jerome, u^ives 
Spiritum suttm. Fhe Targ'um has the same. St. Amoroso 
writes: * ^mi's ext qiii dicit; tft'sH me Dominiis Dens tt 
Spirit us Ejus; nisi ^vi venit a Patre. ut salvos Jacetet pecca- 
tores f ^uem tit audis, et Spiritus misit; ne cum legis quia 
Filius Spiritum mittit, inferioris esse Spiritum creAeres 
potestatis,* {f>e Sfi. S. iii. 1, §7.) The passage is quoted by St. 
Athanasius, St. Basil, St. Cyril llieros., and, as far as the 
editor is aware, without nnv comment which would help to 
tlctermine their way of understandiii>; the case of to nvtvtiai 
but Orieen, on the words • Whosoever shall humble himself a^i 
this lituc child' (Comm. t» Evang., Matt. xiii. iS) says. — 
quotiniT the original, which mav l>c rendered, *' • humbling 
himself as this liulc child is imitating the Holy Spirit, who 
humbled Himself for men's salvation. That the Saviour and 
the Holy Ghost were sent by the Father for the salvation of 
men is made plain bv Isaiah sayinjf, in the person of the 
Saviour, *the Lord sent me, and His Spirit.' It must be 
ohscrx'cd, however, that the phrase is ambiguous, for cither 
God sent and the Holy Ghost also sent, the Saviour; or, as 
I understand, the Father sent both, the Saviour and the Holy 
Ghost."' The Vulgate and Beza both render *• Spirifus/* 
The order of the Hebrew is in favour of the nominative, as in 
the Vulgate and Ixx. cf. Note A on Chap, xlviii. of Isaiah in 
the Speaker*s Commentary, 

« Is. Ixii. 14, LXX. • Rom. viii. ^. 

» Ps. Ixxvii. ao. » Eph. iv. 30. 

«r9. Ixxx.i. "Acts vii. 51. 

» Ps. Ixxviii. 53. " Is. Ixiii. 10. 

• Johnxvi. 13. £/. xiv. 16. " Ps. cvi. 3a i Micah ii. 7, 

TRom. viii. a6; 27. 



sages indicative of nuthoritative power? I 
leave it to the judgment of my readers to 
determine what opinions we ouglit to hold 
when we hear these passages; whether Wf 
are to regard the Spirit as an instrument, a 
subject, of equnl rank witli the creature, 
and a fellow servant of ourselves, orwhethe-r, 
on the contrary, to the ears of the pious Uie 
mere whisper of this blasphemy is not mcst 
grievous. Do you call the Spirit a servant ? 
But, it is said, "the servant knoweth not 
what his Lord doeth," ' and yet the Spiiit 
knoweth the things of God, as "the spirit 
of man that is in him." ' 

CHAPTER XX. I 

A^inst those who maintain that the Spirit 
is in the rank neither of a servant nor of a 
master, but in that of the free. 



bility, the pitiable audacity, of them that 
maintain tiiis! Shall I rather lament in 
them their ignorance or their blasphemy? 
They try to insult the doctrines that con- 
cern the divine nature' by comparing them 
with the human, and endeavour to apply 
to tlie ineffable nature of God that com- 
mon custom of human life whereby tlic 
difference of degrees is variable, not per- 
ceiving that among men no one is a slave by 
nature. For men arc, either brought under 
a yoke of Blavcry by conquest, as when pris- 
oners are taken in war; or they arc enslaved 
on account of poverty, as the Egyptians wcru 
oppressed by Pharaoh; or, by a wise and 
mysterious dispensation, the worst children 
are by their fathers' order condemned to 
serve the wiser and the belter ; ' and this any 
righteous enquirer into the circumstances 
would declare to be not a sentence of con- 
demnation but a benefit. For it is more prof- 
itable that the man who, through lack of 
intelligence, has no natural principle of rule 
within himself, should become the chattel of 
another, to the end that, being guided by the 
reason of his master, he may be like a cliariot 
with a charioteer, or aboat with a steersman | 
senled at the tiller. For this reason Jacob by 
his father's blessing became lord of Esau,' ; 
in order [hat the foolish son, who had nut, 
intelligence, his proper guardian, might. ', 
even though he wished it not, be benefitct 
by his ]>rudent brother. So Canaan shall bi 
''a servant unto his brethren"' because 
since his father Ham was unwise, he w;ii 

<^. Ctn. Ix. ij. • tico. xivil. 19. ' Geo. ii. 15. 



uninstructed in virtue. In this world, then, 
it is thus that men are made slaves, but they 
who have escaped poverty or war, or do not 
require the tutelage of others, are free. It 
follows that even though one man be called 
maslur and another servant, nevertheless, 
both in view of our mutual equality of rank 
and as chattels of our Creator, we are all 
fellow slaves. But in that other world wh:it 
can you , bring out of bondage f For no 
sooner were ihcy created than bondage was 
commenced. The heavenly bodies exercise no 
rule over one another, for they are unmoved 
by ambition, but all bov/ down to God, and 
render to Him alike the awe which is due to 
Master and the glory which falls to 
Creator. For " a son honoureth his 
father and a Eervant his master," ' and from 
all God asks one of these two things; for 
" if I then be a Fatlier where is my honour? 
and if I be a Master where is my fear?"' 
Otherwise the life of all men, if it were not 
under the oversight of a master, would be 
most pitiable ; as is tlie condition of the 
apostate powers who, because they stiffen 
their neck against God Almighty, fling olT 
the reins of their bondage, — not that their 
natural constitution is d i Acre nt, but the cause 
is in their disobedient disposition to their 
Creator. Whom then do you call free? 
Him who has no King? Him who has 
neither power to rule another nor willingness 
to be ruled ? Among all existent beings no 
such nature is to be found. To entertain 
such a conception of the Spirit is obvious 
blasphemy. If He is a creature of course He 
sen-es with nil the rest, for " all things," it is 
said "are thy sen-ants,"* hut if He is above 
Creation, then He shares in royally.* 



■Inn to'CKi' ill craud WiTJi are nUu'nd'ly L^VcanditrntT t< 
sub«rvlcn«i \o ths CreUor; (») ns Rgardi our rclilionihip t > 

cirmm.lanct. How far he it h" ™"Rt' WancB wIS" Ihe tTci I 

of the /Wijuv will il>:pcnd upon thg inlerprelnliou we pul npnii 
Iheword-n^tun:." ■< ll IheR." ukl AriUollc. •' any one in. 
tended by naluFS to he ■ jLiivo, and (or whom fuch ■ condilion 

nf naiuref There Is im difficult. In •ojwering tbH (jaeilinn, 
on giautidi botb of rcuon and fact. For Ihat lome ahould 
rul^ and niherfl be ruled, Isa thiniFiint onjTDCcnnrT.tnita- 
xnthehQurnrUielrbLrthionie areaiaiiifdoutfor 
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CHAPTER XXI. worthy to l^e honoured with the title of 

Lord. And parallel with this is that other 
Proof from Scripture that the Spirit is called passage, " and the Lord •make you to in- 

Lord, crease and abound in love one toward another, 

5». Birr why get an unfair victory for «"<> toward all nrien, even as we do towards 
our argument by fighting over these undigni- J'O" ; ^ t'f end He may establtsli your hearts 
fied questions, when it is within our power unblamable m hohncss before God. even our 
to prove that the excellence of the glory is father, at the commg of our Lord Jesus 
beyond dispute by adducing morelofty con- Christ with all His saints. ' Now what 




per: .^..»„.^ ^ 

a loud and vehement outcry, stop their ears, ^^e coming of our Lord ? Let those answer 

pick up stones or anything else that comes who place the Holy Ghost among the minis- 

to hand for a weapon, and charge against us. '^""2 sP""''s that are sent forth on service. 

But our own security must not be regarded They cannot. Wherefore let them hear yet 

by us before the 

from the Apostle, 

hearts into the love ... — ^ -...- ...... ...^ ,,-. rs ..... f, i i 

patient waiting for Christ " «/Vv-<'«'-''-''5«''«- ^°'"''. f^e Spirit. * But to leave no ground 
tions. Who is the Lord that directs into the f"/ objection, I will quote the actual words 
love of God and into the patient waiting for o^ the Apostle;— "For even unto this day 
Christ for tribulations? Let those men an- remaineth the same veil untiken away in the 
swer us who are for making a slave of the reading of the Old Testament, which vci is 
Holy Spirit. For if the argument had been ^^o"® ^way in Christ. ... Nevcrthe- 



added * into His own patience.' Let them f^^se he who ahides in the bare sense of the 
ihcn seek what other Person there is who is ^^^^^ «"d >",^t J^"*^»^^ himself with the ob- 
servances of the Law, has, as it were, got his 

Christianity did indeed do much to better the condition of own heart envclopcd in the Tcwish accept- 

the slave by a»«ertinflr his »piriiual freedom, but at fiffct it did ance of the letter, like a Veil; and this be- 
little more than emphasize the later philo:«ophy of heathen- /«iii. i c \ * • ^i.i.4.1. 

dom, €i 4ri^ aoOAoK, «aau I'o:^ *A«v«cp<)« (Soph.,/ro^. iW/r/. fulls him because ot his i«fnorance that the 

SJ!ii'i,";«a"in'S:.1ii%?;r"ol^*^^^^ bodHy observance of the Law is done away 

a dead Slave: by the presence of Christ, m that for the 

WtMif w irptr eo»<ra M<$i7 r«s owMan 3ovAi|, futurc the tvpcs are transferred to the reality. 

It thcm^ht less of« Slave's servitudeto felloe man than of Lamps are made needlcss by the advent of 

the sUvery of bond and free alike to evil, cf, Aajf.. D* civit. the sun I and, on the appearance of the truth, 

J>€i, iv. cap. iii. ** Bonut tiiamsi ttrinai liber est : mains ., .. c ^i. t •- ^ ««.J 

muUm Mi re^matservHM est: mecest nutHS komimis.s^d guod the OCCUpatlOn of the LaW IS gone, and 

^ravims*sttoidominonimanotvitiorum.» Chrysostom even propheCV IS huslicd intO silcnce. He, On 

explains St. Paul's non.condemnation of slavery on the ground \r r J ^ i,i j^ 

thatiUcxistence.withthatofChristianliberty, wan a greater the Contrary, who haS been empowered tO 

S^.TuS''^ .h«i«h ««r^",h.S^iSX;. of'jT.i.rnia'A'. look down into the depth of the meaning of 

tlaoQfrh protective, supposed oonaturalhberty. ** ExpeJit enim the LaW, and, after passinff through the ob- 
retpmhltcm me quit re tmd Htatkr male," /«5//*/. i. viii. quoted .. r ^\ \ ..a. Ji i- \. - •! 4.^ 

by llilman, Ztf/. CAriW. ii. 14. We must not therefore be sur- SCUrity of the letter, as through a Veil, tO 

prised at nut findini^ in a Father of the fourth century an anti- nt-riirf* tvifViin fliino-c iinQnc'nWflhlp i<; like 

Spationofalater development of Christian sentiment. At the J^^Ve Wltnin tilings UnSpcaKaUie, IS llKe 

same time it was in the afire of St. Basil that "the lantruage of MoseS taking Oil the VCll When hc Spoke 

the Fathers assumes a boldr<r tone*' (r/. />iV/. C^ri.</.^n/.ii . ,.,!fU r«^^l T-I« f#>/^ fm-rte fi-r^m fh*» l#»ff#>r tn 

i90p.and"irtthe correspondence of XiregoryNaxianrenwc With Ood. He, tOO, turnS llOm the letter tO 

find him referring; to a case where a blave "had been made the Spirit. So with the Veil on the faCe of 

bishop over a small community in the desert. The Christian -km 1 a1 1 'i. r ^.i 

lady to whom he belonjfed endeavoured to assert her right of MoSeS Corresponds the ObSCUnty-Ot thC 

r7?i/i!;*r?v?^''Aftl!fS'"R;rprJ^^^^ teaching of the Law, and spiritual con- 

(r/. XW//r CXV.) After St. Basil's death she again claimed & -it • ^ ai t i 

the slave, whereupon Gregory a idres^-ed her a letter of grave temptation With the turning tO the LiOl'd. 

rrmonstrance at her anchristi.in desire to recall his brother tt- fU«„ xuV^n. \n fK*» r^'i/lincr a^ thr» T nw 

bi»hop from his sphere of dutv. Ep^lg^ id. "C, tllCn, WHO m tne reading OI IHC 1-aW 

> 3 These, iii. L A note of the Benedictine Editors on this takeS awav the letter and turnS tO the 

passage savs :** It must be admitted that ihcne words arc not r 1 1 ^1. t 1 • 11 j 4.U 

rind in the aacred text and are wanting in three manu-cripU Lord, and the L,Ord IS nOW Called thj 

of this work. Moreover, in the Regius ^nintus they are only 

inserted by a second hand, but since they are shortly after. 

wards repeated by Basil, as though takrn from the sacred > i Thess. iii. la, 13. 

context, I am unwilling to delete them, and it is more probable * a Cor. iii. 17, iS, R.V. \n Adv. Eunom. iii. 3 St. Ba«il 

that th«7 were withdrawn from the manuscripts from which had quoted v. 17 of the Son, making irfeO/xa descriptive of our 

they are wanting because they were not found in the apostle, Lord. **This was written," adds Mr. C. F. H. Johnston, 

than added, without any reason at all, to the m an u scripts in " during St. Busirs prcsbytcrate, at least ten years earlier." 

^^' ^ they occur." » a Cor. iii. 14, 16, 17. 
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Spirit, — becomes moreover like Moses, 
who had his face glorified by the manifesta- 
tion of God Fftr just as objects which lie 
near brilliant colours are themselves tinted 
by the brightness which is shed around, so 
is he who fixes his gaze firmly on the Spirit 
by the Spirit's glory somehow transfigured 
into greater splendour, having his heart 
lighted up, as it were, by some light streaming 
from the truth of the Spirit.' And this is 
"being changed from* the glory" of the 
Spirit " into " His own *' glory," not in 
niggard degree, nor dimly and indistinctly, 
but as we might expect any one to be who 
is enlightened by* the Spirit. Do you not, 
O man, fear the Apostle when he says " Ye 
are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you"?* Could he ever have 
brooked to honour with the title of " tem- 
ple " the quarters of a slave ? How c:m he 
who calls Scripture *' God-inspired," '^ be- 
cause it was written through the inspiration 
of the Spirit, use the language of one who 
insults and belittles Him? 

CHAPTER XXn. 

Establishment of the natural communion of the 
Spirit from His beings equally with the 
Father and the Son, unapproachable in 
thought? 

53. Moreover the surpassing excellence 
of the nature of the Spirit is to be learned not 
only from His having the same title as the 
Father and the Son, and sharing in their 
operations, but also from His bcinqf, like 
the Father and the Son, unapproachable in 
thought. For what our Lord says of the 
Father as being above and beyond human 
conception, and what He says of the Son, 
this same language He uses also of the Holy 
Ghost. " O righteous Father," He says, 
"the world hath not known Thee,"' mean- 
ing here by the world not the complex whole 
compounded of heaven and earth, but this 
life of ours subject to death,* and exposed to 
innumerable vicissitudes. And when dis- 
coursing: of Himself He savs, " Yet a little 
while and the world secth me no moie, but 

• rf. 3 Cor. iii. iS. 

«St. Basil irivcs airo the sense of «• fr^y." So Thco.-iorct, 
CEcum., Theophylact, Hengel. cf,A\iorAin lor. The German 
is able to repeat the prep., as in Greek and l<atin, *' T'on einer 
Klarkeit jtu der andrrn^ als vom Jlerrn** 

• afro. * I Cor, iii. 16. * a Tim. iii. 16. 

• irp?>7 0ttap'av tvri^iitrov. The TTcnedictine Latin is " in- 
comprehfnsibiiis^** but this is raihor a«araAi}7rTo<. The " in- 
comprehensible** of the Ath. Creed ia •* imtftrnsus.'* 

'John xvii. ac. 

• e'lriicT^DOf . The force of the w«rd a*? ppplied to this life is 
illustrated by the 61st Epig^raiu of Calliin..chus : 

Ti? ^^KOf , & vavijvrf ; A€oi^i\o? i. iaSc p«Kp6v 
€vptv fir* aiyiaAoic, X**^* '' ^'^**^' "^ ■^' *♦ 

&ucpv<raf ciriKifpoi' thv fiiov * ov6 - y't < ■ vr>tt 
i}<rvxoVf aiffvipc 6* laa 9aAu(ro'o;ro,.v.. 



ye see me; " * again in this passage, applying 
the word world to those who being bound 
down by this material and carnal life, and 
beholding* the truth by material sight alone,' 
were ordained, through their unbelief in the 
resurrection, to see our Lord no more with 
the eyes of the heart. And He said the 
same concerning the Spirit. "The Spirit 
of truth," He says, " whom the world cannot 
receive, because it seeth Him not, neither 
knoweth Him : but ye know Him, for He 
dwelleth with you."* For the carnal man, 
who has never trained his mind to contem- 
]5lation,* but rather keeps it buried deep in 
the lust of the flesh,* as in mud, is powerless 
to look up to the spiritual light of the truth. 
And so the world, that is life enslaved by the 
affections of the flesh, can no more receive 
the grace of the Spirit than a weak eye the 
light of a sunbeam. But the Lord, who by 
His teaching bore witness to purity of life, 
gives to His disciples the power of now both 
beholding and contemplating the Spirit. For 
" now," He says, '* Ye are clean through 
the word which I have spoken unto you,**' 
wherefore *' the world cannot receive Him, 
because it seeth Him not, . . .but ye know 
Him ; for he dwelleth with you." ® And sfo 
says Isaiah ; — " He that spread forth the 
earth and that which cometh out of it ; he that 
givcth breath unto the people upon it, and 
Spirit to them that trample on it"* ; for tliey 
that trample down earthly things and rise 
above them are borne witness to as worthv 

m 

of the gift of the Holy Ghost. What then 
ought to be thought of Him whom the world 
cannot receive, and Whom saints alone can 
contemplate through pureness of heart .^ 
What kind of honours can be deemed ade- 
quate to Him? 

CHAPTER XXin. 

The glorifying of the Spirit is the enumeration 

of His attributes. 

54. *^ Now of the rest of the Powers each 

1 John xiv. 19. 

* :iri/3A<firo»Ta«, the reading of tlic Viennese MS. vulgo 
^iriTj.iroi'Tas. 

' fxdfoif 6^9aA/ior«. * Jchn xiv. 17. 

" ayytLvaatov i\iav rhv vaiv, cf. Heb. v. 14. 

" r«p ^poi'^uart t^? <rafM6%. ej. Rom. viii. 6 rh yftp ^fiovnixa 
r^ii aioKot 0dvaTo^, 

'John XV. 3. •John xiv. 17. 

•is. \\ii. ^,'LXX.narov<nv avTTiu. So St. Baftil's ar^mrnt 
requires us to translate the Ixx. The *• walk therein '* of A.V. 
would not bear out his meaninc^. For this use of vart v cf. 
Soph., ^ir/. 745. ov Y&p (TcJcif Tiuaf ye r&f 0ea>v iraTbif. So in the 
vuI^ate we read **^/ fpiritnm. calcantihus earn,** — ca/care 
bearing the sense of " ttample on,** as in Juvenal. Saf. x 86, 
" calctmtis Casaris hosiem." The Hebrew bears no such 
meaning:. 

" Here the Benedictine Editors besfin Chapter xxiii., re- 
marking; that they do so ** cum f>lures AfSS. codices, turn 
ipsam sermonis striem et continual lonem scrttli. Liquet 
enim hie Basilium ad aliud argumentum tranxire.** Another 
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is believed to be in a circumscribed place. 
The angel who stood by Cornelius * was not 
at one and the same moment with Philip ; * 
nor yet did the angel who spoke with Zacha- 
rias from the alinr at the same time occupy 
his own post in heaven. But the Spirit is 
believed to have been operating at the same 
time in Habakkuk and in Daniel at Baby- 
lon,* and to have been at the prison with 
Jeremiah,* and with Ezckiel at the Chebar.^ 
For the Spirit of the Lord filleth the world," 
and " whither shall I go from thy spirit? or 
whither shall I flee from thy presence? ' 
And, in the words of the Prophet, " For I 
am with you, saith the Lord . . . and my 
spirit remaineth among you."* But what 
nature is it becoming to assign to Him who is 
omnipresent, and exists together with God? 
The nature which is all-embracing, or one 
which is confined to particular places, like 
that which our argument shews the nature 
of angels to be? No one would so say. 
Shall we not then highly exalt Him who 
is in His nature divine, in His greatness infi- 
nite, in His operations powerful, in the bless- 
ings He confers, good? Shall we not give 
Him glory? And I understand glory to 
mean nothing else than the enumeration of 
the wonders which are His own. It follows 
then that either we are forbidden by our an- 
tagonists even to mention the good things 
which flow to us from Him. or on the other 
hand that the mer^ recapitulation of His at- 
tributes is the fullest possible attribution of 
glory. For not even in the case of the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and of 
the Only begotten Son, are we capable of giv- 
ing Them glory otherwise than by recounting, 
to the extent of our powers, all the wonders 
that belong to Them. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Proof of the absurdity of the refusal to glorify 
the Spirit, from the comparison of things 
glorified in creation, 

55. Furthermore man is " crowned with 
glory and honour," • and " glory, honour and 
peace" are laid up by promise **to ever3r' 
man that worketh good.** ** There is more- 

dirision of the text inikes Chapter XXIII. begin with the 
words " But I do not mean bv glory." 

> Acta %. 5. « Acts viii. j6. « Bel and the Dragon, 34. 

* Jer. XX. a, L.XX. tic rov marap^Kmvo^ tfv iv nvXfi. Karaf- 
paKTifK ritv wvkitv occurs In Dion. Ilalic. viii. 67, in the same 
sense as the I^tin cataracta (Livy xxvii. a;) a portcHllis. 
The Vulgatr has in ntrvum^ which may either be j^yve or 
jfa/»/. The Hebrew ^stocks, asin A.V.and R.V. irara^^aicTTj? 
in the text nf Basil and the Ixx. 'may be assumed to mean 
/r/.«««r, from the notion of the barrea grating over the door. 
cf. Dacange s.v. cataracta. 

■Ex. i. I. » Ps. xxxix. 7. •?«. vjii.c. 

•Wl8.i.7. SHag. ii. 4.5. »Rom.ii. 10. 



over a special and peculiar glory for Isra- 
elites *^ to whom," it is said '• pertaineth the 
adoption and the glory . . and the service," ' 
and the Psalmist speaks of a certain glory of 
his own, *'that my glory may sing praise to 
Thee * ; " and again ^' Awake up my glory " * 
and according to the Apostle there is a certain 
glory of sun and moon and stars/ and " the' 
ministration of condemnation is glorious."* 
While then so many things are glorified, do 
you wish the Spirit alone of all things to be 
unglorified? Yet the Apostle says " the 
ministration of the Spirit is glorious." • How 
then can He Himself be unworthy of glory? 
How according to the Psalmist can the 
gloiy of the just man be great ^ and accord- . 
ing to you the gloiy of the Spirit none.^ 
How is there not a plain peril from such ar- 
guments of our bringing on ourselves the 
sin from which there is no escape? If the 
man who is being saved by works of right- 
eousness glorifies even them that fear the 
Lord* much less would he deprive the 
Spirit of the glory which is His due. 

Grant, they say, that He is to be glorified, 
but not with the Father and the Son. But 
what reason is there in giving up the place 
appointed by the Lord for the Spirit, and in- 
venting some .other? What reason is there 
for robbing of His share of glory Him Who 
is everywhere associated with the Godhead ; 
in the confession of the Faith, in the baptism 
of redemption, in the working of miracles, 
in the indwelling of the saints, in the graces 
bestowed on obedience? For there is not 
even one single gift which reaches creation 
without the Holy Ghost; ' when not even a 
single word can be spoken in defence of 
Christ except by them that are aided by the 
Spirit, as we have learnt in the Gospels 
from our Lord and Saviour.*" And I know 
not whetlier any one who has been par- 
taker of the Holy Spirit will consent that we 
should overlook all this, forget His fellowship 
in all things, and tear the Spirit asunder 
from the Father and the Son. Where then 
are we to take Him and rank Him? W^ith 
the creature? Yet all the creature is in bond- 
age, but the Spirit maketh free. '*And 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is lib- 
erty." '* Many arguments might be adduced 
to them that it is unseemly to coordinate the 
Holy Spirit with created nature, but for the 
present I will pass them by. Were I indeed 
to bring forward, in a manner befitting the 



" a Cor. iii. 9. 
« a Cor. iii. S. 



1 Rom. ix. 4. 

* Ps. XXIX. 12. 
3 Ps. Ivli. 8. ' rf. Ps. xxi. 5. 

* rf. 1 Cor. XV. 41. • r/. Ps. xv. 

^ cf. Mutt, xxviii. 19; i Cor. xii. 11; Rom. viii. ti; i Pet. 
i. a. 

w Matt. X. 19, ao. " a Cor. Iii. 17. 
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dignity of the discussion, all the proofs " He that spared not His own Son," it is 
always available on our side, and so over- said, " but delivered Him up for us all, how 
throw the objections of our opponents, a shall He not with Him also freely give us 
lengthy dissertation would be required, and all things?"* And in anbther place, ''that 
my readers migb.t be worn out by my pro- we might truly know the things that are 
lixity. I therefore propose to reserve this freely given us of God," * in reference to the 
matter for a spe<?ial treatise,* and to apply mystery of the Incarnation. It follows then 
myself to the points now more immediately that the maintainers of such arguments, in 
before us. making the greatness of God's loving kind- 

56. Let us then examine the points one ness an occasion of blasphemy, have really 
by one. He is'good by nature, in the same surpassed the ingp-atitude of the Jews, 
way as the Father is good, and the Son is They find fault with the Spirit because He 
good ; the creature on the other hand shares gives us freedom to call God our Father, 
in goodness by choosing the good. He *' For God hath sent forth the Spirit of His 
knows ' ' The deep things of God ; " * the Son into" our '' hearts crying Abba, Father," * 
creature receives the manifestation of in- that the voice of the Spirit may become the 
efiable things through the Spirit. He very voice of them that have received him. j 
quickens together with God, who produces 

and preserves all things alive,' and together rHAPTFR XXV 

with the Son, who gives life. " He that 

raised up Christ from the dead," it is said, That Scripture uses the words **in" or 
" shall also quicken your mortal bodies by «^j,," ^^^ cf. note on p. 3, in place ofwithr 
the spirit that dwelleth in you ; " * and again Wherein also it is proved that the word 
'' -^ly sheep hear my voice, . . . and I « and'' has the same force as ''withr 
give unto them eternal life;"* but "the o t . 1 

Spirit" also, it is said, ''giveth life," • and S^. It is, however, asked by our oppo- 
again "the Spirit," it is said, ''is life, be- nents, how it is that Scripture nowhere 
cause of righteousness." ' And the Lord describes the Spirit as glorified together 
bears witness that ''it is the Spirit that with the Father and the Son, but carefully 
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing."* avoids the use of the expression ''with the 
How then shall we alienate the Spirit from Spirit, while it eyeiy where prefers to as- 
His quickening power, and make Him be- ^nbe glory " in Him as being the fitter 
long to lifeless nature? Who is so con- Phrase. I should, for m>own part, deny that 
tentious, who is so utterly without the ^^^ ^ord in [or by] implies lower dig- 
heavenly gift,* and unfed by God's good nity than the word "with ;" I should main- 
words, who is so devoid of part and lot in l^^" o" the contrary that, nghtly understood, 
eternal hopes, as to sever the Spirit from the 1' ^^^^^ "? "P ^^ ^^ highest possible mean- 
Godhead and rank Him with the creature? ^"S- This is the case vyhere, as we have 




as 

reverenced ..- -_ 

which is attributed to the giver. The Spirit *"^s ^'^d /' ^« brought them forth also by 

is a gift of God, but a gift of life, for the law of silver and gold," that is to say w/M silver 

" the Spirit of life," it is said, " hath made " «"d g^ld and '* thou goest not forth in our 

us "free;"** and a gift of power, for "ye arm»es"« instead of with our armies, and 

shall receive power after that the Holy innumerable similar passages. In short I 

Ghost is come upon you." *» Is He on this should very much like to learn from this new- 

account to be lightly esteemed? Did not God Wangled philosophy what kind of glory the 

also bestow His Son as a free gift to mankind ? Apostle ascribed by the word in, according to 

the interpretation which our opponents protfer 

» Mr. c. F. H. Johnston conjectures the allusion to be to as derived ftom Scripture, for I have nowhere 

Hom.xxxs.^^^ Contra Sabemano»€tAriumetAnomaosr founj t^g formula " To Thee, O Father, 

* I Cor. II. 10, II. , ' 

* In I Tim, vi. 13, St. Paul writes Tov 0ffov rod <a»oirotovvTov be hoHOur and glory, throu^jh Ihy onlv 

Tl.7i;t.J?wo'rd'1fp^'^r'!y'^urKuish*d'S^^ bcgottcn Son, by [or /«] the ^oly Ghost," 

roeanintf not to make alive after death, but to en)(ender alive. a form which tO OUr OpponCUtS COmeS, SO 

In Luke xvii. 33, It is rendered m A.V. '• preserve.*' In Acts , i. 11 ma • ai i. ^i 

vii. i9,itis"totheendthevmightnot/*w." On the meaning to Say, as naturally as the air they breathe. 

of Cuoyovciv in the ixx. ana the Socinian arguments based on \^rkii mitr inrlr»<»<1 finri t^tkc\\ r%f tVi^c^k r*1niicr>G 

its usl in Luke xvii. 33, r A Pearson, 0» /A/ Creed, Art, V. ^^^ "^'^^ mdCea Hnd each Ol tliese ClaUSeS 

note to p. 357 Ed. 1676. 

* Rom. viii. II. • John vi. 6.^. 

• John X. 27-2S. * cf, Heb. vi. 4. ^ Rom . viii. 3a. > i. Cor. ii. la. > Gul. iv. 6. 

• 2 Cor. iii. 6. " Rom. viii. a. « Ps. Ixvi. 13. LXX. 

T Rom. viii. 10. i> AcU i. S. • Ps. cv. 37. • Ps. xliv. 9. 
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Gepurately,' but they will nowhere be able to 
show them to us arranged in this conjimction. 
If, then, they want exact conformity to what 
is written, let them give us exact references. 
If, on the otlier hand, they make conces- 
sion to custom, Ihey must not make us an 
exception to such a privilege. 

59. As we find both expressions in use 
among the failhful, we use both; in the 
belief that full glory is equally given to 
the Spirit by both. The mouths, how- 
ever, of revilers of the truth may best be 
stopped by the preposition which, while it 
has the same meaning as that of the Scrip- 
lures, is not so wieldy a weapon for our 
opponents, (indeed it is now an object of 
tlieir attack) and is used instead of the con- 
junction and. For to say " Paul and Sil- 
v.-inus and Timothy " ' is precisely the same 
thing as to say Paul wi/A Timothy and Sil- 
vanus ; for the connexion of the names is 
preserved by either mode of expression. 
The Lord says " The Father, the Son and 
the Holy Ghost." ' If I say the Father and 
the Son W/4 the Holy Ghost shall I make 
any diflercncc in the sense ? Of the connexion 
of names by means of the conjunction and 
the instances are many. We read " The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love 
of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost," ' and again " I beseech you for the 
Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the 
love of the Spirit." * Now if wc wish to use 
■ivitA instead of and, what difference shall wc 
have made ? I do not see ; unless any one 
according to h.ird and fast grammatical rules 
might prefer the conjunction as copulative 
and making the union stronger, and reject the 
preposition as of inferior force. But if wc 
hud ta defend ourselves on these points I do 
not suppose we should require a defence of 
many words. As it is, their argument is not 
about syllables nor yet about this or that 
sound of a word, but about things dilTering 
most widely in power .ind in truth. It is for 
this reason that, while theuseof the syllables 
is really a matter of no importance whatever, 
our opponents are making the endeavour 
to authorise some syllables, and hunt out 
others from the Church. For my own part, 
although the usefulness of the word is ob- 
vious as soon as it is heard, I will nevertheless 
set forth the arguments which led our fathers 
10 .idopt the reasonable course of cmptoving 
the preposition "WM."' It docs indeed. 



etlrntlh 
• M'U. lixiii' IQ 



i( no Scriptural dox 



equally well with the preposition " and" 
confute the mischief of Sabcllius ; ' and it 
sets forth quite as well as '•^ and" the dis- 
tinction of the hypostases, as in the words 
" I and my Father will come," ' and " I and 
my Father are one." ' In addition to this the 
proof it contains of the eternal fellowship 
and uninterrupted conjunction is excellent. 
For to say that the Son is wiiA the Father is 
to exhibit at once the disdnction of the hy- 
postases, and the inseparability of the fellow- 
ship. Tlie same thing is observable even in 
mere human matters, for the conjunction 
''and" intimates that there is a common 
element in an action, while the preposition 
^wiiA" declares in some sense as well the 
communion in action. As, for instance; — 
Paul and Timothy sailed to Macedonia, but 
both Tychicus and Onesimus were sent to 
the Colossians, Hence we learn that thoy 
did the same thing. But suppose we are 
told that they sailed tv/t/i, and were sent 
■with? Then we are informed in addition 
that they carried out the action in company 
with one another. Thus while the word 
" with " upsets the error of Sabellius as no 
other word can, it routs also sinners who 
eir in the very opposite direction; those, 
I mean, who separate the Son from the 
Father and the Spirit from the Sop, by 
inten-als of time.* 

60. As compared with " in" there is this 
dillerence, that while ■■•■■with" sets forth the 
mutual conjunction of the parties associate<i, 
— as, for example, of tliosc who sail with, 
or dwell with, or do anything else in com- , 
mon, " in " shews their relation to that matter ! 
in which they happen to be acting. For we ■ 
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• "SntKlliui liLii bcCB utuullr iiiiilEn«] [o Ihe middle of 

Kriod. The'dincoveryDrihe Pkileiofiiiimna of llippolrtiu 
■ provnl UiEi to be r miBtnlic, ind thrown hia pcHod buck to 
Iha dose ortheiccnndiindbCEinDiiijcoriha third ccDtury- . . • 
lie wni In rull ictivitr in Rome durinic the Epiicnpale of 
Ziphyrinu*. A.D.ioS-iiT." Pn.r«nor Stnku in D.C. Bier. Iv. 
ite. For Batll'i vicwa of Sahellinniim vidt Kpp. CCX.. 
CCXIV., CCXXXV. In hia liar. Fai. CuM/.ll.oThtoiorH 
irritet: "SMbelliu* aald Ihnt FUher. Son, und floly Ghut 
oerenneHviiostiiilBicinePcnDn under Uirei: namet; and ha 
d»cribei tiic ume now as Father, now » Snn, now ■* IIqIt 
Ghoal. He uya that in the old Tealiment lie gave law* n> 
Father, wa> incirnate In the new aa Son, anJ Tiaited the 
Apoitlci n Holy Ghoat." So In lhe'Eii#«?i; nt nra ^ipn 
iriimM, a work faltely attributed to GrCKOT ThaumHluruH*, 
md piwihlydueto Apollluri»,(c/'.Thead.,i)>'i>'.IU.) •'V/e 
shun Bibcllluii, who aayi t1"t Fallwrand Son are the aame, 
cMinr llim whn apeaha Falhtr. and the Word, renulnln^ In 
llie Father and at the lime of creation manifeated. and, on th* 
romplelion of Ihinin rvluminir to Uie Fulher, Son. lie aa;* 
the Hire of the llol^ Ghoal/' 

• Apparently an Inexact reference to John liv. ij. 

he win not 1" and the Pneunialoiuaclil, who inade the Spirit a 
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between these words in ordinary usage ; and 
laborious investigation might discover further 
illustrations. I have no time to examine 
into the nature of the syllables. Since then 
it has been shewn that '• with " most clearly 
gives the sense of conjunction, let it be 
declared, if you will, to be under safe-conduct, 
and cease to wajje vour savagfc and truceless 
war against it. Nevertheless, though the 
word is naturally thus auspicious, yet if any 
one likes, in the ascription of praise, to couple 
the names by the syllable "and," and to 
give glory, as we have taught in the Gospel, 
in the formula of baptism, Father and Son 
and Holy Ghost,* be it so: no one will 
make any objection. On these conditions, if 
you will, let us come to terms. But our 
foes would rather surrender their tongues 
than accept this word. It is this that rouses 
against us their implacable and truceless 
war. We must offer the ascription of glory 
to God, it is contended, in the Holy Ghost, 
and not and to the Holy Ghost, and they 
passionately cling to this word /«, as though 
it lowered the Spirit. It will therefore be 
not unprofitable to speak at greater length 
about it ; and I shall be astonished if they do 
not, when they have heard what we have to 
urge, reject the in as itself a traitor to their 
cause,^and a deserter to the side of the glory 
of the Spirit. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

That the word *^in^^* in as many senses as 
it bears^ is understood of the Spirit. 

6i. Now, short and simple as this utter- 
ance is, it appears to me, as I consider it, 
that its meanings are many and various. 
For of the senses in which '* /«" is used, we 
find that all help our conceptions of the 
Spirit. Form is said to be in Matter; 
Power to be in what is capable of it ; Habit 
to be in him who is affected by it ; and so 
on.' Therefore, inasmuch as the Holy 
Spirit perfects rational beings, completing 
their excellence. He is analogous to Form. 
For he, who no longer " lives after the 
flesh," * but, being " led by the Spirit of 
God," * is called a Son of God, being " con- 
formed to the image of the Son of God," * 
is described as spiritual. And as is the 
power of seeing in the healthy eye, so is 
, the operation of the Spirit in the purified 

^ Matt, xxviii. 19. 

*f/. Note on Ciin« '. p. 4. In Uie Aristotelian philos- 
ophy, cZ6o«, or Fornix, is the rb ri V dcaii the essence or 
formal cause, cf. Ar., Airt. vi. 7, 4. cI6o« h\ Ac^m to tL ^v t\va%. 
ktatrav «ai tt)»' v{i>iyn\v ovcrtai'. ^vvofiiv, or Potentiflt is poten- 
tial action or existence, as opposed to cfr/yyeto, actus^ actual 
action or existc-nce, or cKrcAex'ia. ef. Ar.. Mft^ viii. 3, 9, and 
rUi. S, 1 1. Sir W. Hamilton, MHaph. i. 17S-180. 

* Rom. viii. la. * Rom. viii. j 4. • Rom. viii. 39. 



soul. Wherefore also Paul prays for the 
Ephesians that they may have their '' eyes 
enlightened" by ^•the Spirit of wisdom."* 
And as the art in him who has acquired it, 
so is the grace of the Spirit in the recipient 
ever present, though not continuously in 
operation. For as the art is p>otentially in 
the artist, but only in operation when he 
is working in accordance with it, so 
also the Spirit is ever present with those 
that are worthy, but works, as need re- 
quires, in prophecies, or in healings, or 
in some other actual carrving into effect 
of His potential action.' Furthermore 
as in our bodies is health, or heat, or, 
generally, their variable conditions, so, 
very frequently is the Spirit in the soul ; 
since He docs not abide with those who, on 
account of the instability of their will, easily 
reject the grace which they have received. 
An instance of this is seen in Saul,' and the 
seventy elders of the children of Israel, 
except Eldad and Medad, with whom alone 
the Spirit appears to have remained,* and, 
generally, any oiie similar to these in char- 
acter. And like reason in the soul, which 
is at one time the thought in the heart, and 
at another speech uttered by the tongue,* 
so is the Holy Spirit, as when He '* bearelh 
witness with our spirit," • and when He 
'* cries in our hearts, Abba, Father," ' or 
when He speaks on our behalf, as it is said, 
" It is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of 
your Father which speaketh in you." * 
Again, the Spirit is conceived of, in rela- 
tion to the distribution of gifts, as a whole 
in parts. For we all are ''members one of 
another, having gifts differing according to 
the grace that is given us." • Wherefore 
'' the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no 
need of thee ; nor again the head to the feet, 
I have no need of you," *° but all together 
complete the Body of Christ in the Unity 
ot the Spirit, and render to one another the 
needful aid that comes of the gifts. '' But 
God hath set the members in the body, 

> Eph. i. 17, 18. ^ 

*«»> liAAoif Tifft hwa^k^wv tvtpyr;y.a*ri. The Rencdictine trans* 
lation is in aliia miracmtorMtn optrationibus.** It is of course 
quite true that Ivva^n.^ is one of the four words used in the New 
Testament lor tniracle, and oAen has that sense, but here the 
context suj^gests the antithesis between potential and actuul 
operation, and moreover non-miraculous (in the ordinary 
sense) operations of the Spirit need not be excluded; in a deep 
sense >ill His operations are miraculous. cVcpyif^a is an un- 
common word, meaning the work wrought by cVcpyeia or oper- 
ation. 

* I Sam. xvi. 14. 

« Numb. xi. 25, a6. LXX. and R.V. "did so no more" for 
*• did not cease *' of A.V. 

'^The distinction between the Aoyo? ti'SiaflcTo?, thought, and 
the Ao7o« irop^oiKOfi speech, appears first in Philo. II. 154. 
On the use of the term in Catholic Theology cf. Dr. Robert- 
son's note on Alh., De Syn. § xxvi. p. 463 of the Ed. in this 
series. AI.*-o, Dorner, Div. I. i. p. 33S, note. 

• Rom. viii. 16. • Matt x. ao. w j Cor. xii. ai. 
V Gal. vi.4. • Rom. xii.5,6. 
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every one of them, as it hath pleased Him. 
But *' the members have the same care for 
one another," * according to the inborn spir- 
itual communion of their sympathy. Where- 
fore, '* whether one member suffer, all the 
members suffer with it ; or one member be 
honoured, all the members rejoice with it." * 
And as parts in the whole so are we indi- 
vidually in the Spirit, because we all '* were 
baptized in one body into one spirit." * 

62. It is an extraordinary statement, but 
it is none the less true, that the Spirit is fre- 
quently spoken of as ihc place of them that are 
being sanctified, and it will become evident 
that even by this figure the Spirit, so far from 
being degraded, is rather glorified. For 
words applicable to the body are, for the 
sake of clearness, frequently transferred in 
scripture to spiritual conceptions. Accord- 
ingly we find the Psalmist, even in reference 
to God, saying " Be Thou to me a champion 
God and a strong place to save me " * and 
concerning the Spirit "behold there is a 
place by me, and stand upon a rock." • 
Plainly meaning the place or contemplation 
in the Spirit wherein, afler Moses had en- 
tered thither, he was able to see God intel- 
ligibly manifested to him. This is the special 
and peculiar place of true worship ; for it is 
said " Take heed to thyself that thou offer 
not thy burnt offerings in every place . . . but 
in the place the Lord thy God shall choose." ^ 
Now what is a spiritual burnt offering? 
" The sacrifice of praise." ' And in what 
place do we offer it? In the Holy Spirit. 
Where have we learnt this? From the 
Lord himself in the words " The true wor- 
shippers shall worship the Father in spirit 
and in truth." • This place Jacob saw and 
said '*The Lord is in this place." *° It 
follows that the Spirit is verily the place of the 
saints and the saint is the proper place for 
the Spirit, offering himself as he docs for the 
indwelling of God, and called God's Temple." 
So Paul speaks in Christ, laying *^ In the 
sight of God we speak in Christ," ** and Christ 
in Paul, as he himself says " Since ye seek a 
proof of Christ speaking in me." " So also 
m the Spirit he speaketh mysteries," and 
again the Spirit speaks in him.** 



> I Cor. xil. 18, slightly varied in order. 

« I Cor. xii. ac. • Ex. xxxiii. 31 , LXX. 

* I Cor. xii. 20. T Deut. xii. 1.1. 14. 

« An inversion of 1 Cor. xii. 13. ■ Ps. 1. 14, LXX. 

»P». *xxi..vLXX. 

•John IV. 2\. With this interpretation, rf. Athan.. Efn'st. i. 
Ad Sera/f. % ^, " Hence it is shewn that the Truth is the Son 
Himself ... for they worship the Father, but in Spirit and 
in Tmth, confessing- the Son and the Spirit in him; for the 
Spirit is inseparable from the Son as the Son is inseparable 
fiom the Father." 

«• Gen. xxviii. 16. " a Cor. xiii. 3. 

«* 1 Cor. vi. 19. M I Cor. xiv. a. 

>* a Cor. il. 17. I' t Peter i. II. 
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63. In relation to the originate/ then, the | 
Spirit is said to be in them '* in divers por- 
tions and in divers manners," * while in 
relation to the Father and the Son it is more 
consistent with true religion to assert Him 
not to be in but to be with. For the grace 
flowing from Him when He dwells in those 
that are worthy, and carries out His own 
operations, is well described as existing in 
those that are able to receive Him. * On the 
other hand His essential existence before the 
ages, and His ceaseless abiding with Son 
and Father, cannot be contemplated without 
requiring titles expressive of eternal conjunc- 
tion. For absolute and real co-existence is 
predicated in the case of things which are 
mutually inseparable. We say, for instance, 
that heat exists in the hot iron, but in the 
case of the actual Are it co-exists ; and, simi- 
larly, that health exists in the body, but that 
life co-exists with the soul. It follows that 
wherever the fellowship is intimate, cong^en- 
ital,* and inseparable, the word iviih is 
more expressive, suggesting, as it does, the 
idea of inseparable fellowship. Where on 
the other hand the grace flowing from the 
Spirit naturally comes and goes, it is prop- 
erly and truly said to exist in^ even if on 
account of the firmness of the recipients* dis- 
position to good the grace abides with them 
continuallv. Thus whenever we have in 
mind the Spirit's proper rank, we contem- 
plate Him as being with the Father and the 
Son, but when we think of the grace that 

— — — 

» Iv To*« yiTjTor?, as in the Bodleian MS. The Benedictine 
text adopts the common rciidinif ycvvoToiVjWith the note, " Sed 
discrimen illttd parvi momenti.** If St. Basil wrote y«ia'T7Tou. 
he used it in the looser sense of mortal : in its strict sense or 
••beeotten" it would be sinjjularly o«t of place here, as the 
antitnesis of the refert'ncf to the Son, who is y«i'injT(i?, would 
be spoilt. In the terniiuolo^y of theology, so far from bein^ 
**parvi momentt't* the distinction is vital. In the earlier 
Greek philosophy ayiiTjrof and 6.y*i'Vj\roi are both used as 
nearly synonymous to express unori^inate or eternal, cf. Plat., 
Phaa, 345^ D., apxA Ik ayivtfrov^ with Plat , TV'w. 5a A., ToLrut*' 
tk ovrwf txovrw o/moAoyifrcoF tv ^kv cZi^ai t*> itarA raiirti ffZ5o; 
<Xov ayivvrfiTov koX avutXtOpov, And the earliest patristic use 
similarly meant by ytvvtfTo^ and ayiyvjiroi created and un* 
created, as in Ign., Ad £ph, vii., where our Lord is called 
ytvtnfrhi wal Okyivvi^ros. «V av-^fiavta t^eos, iv Bavan^ <^u»ij dAi}6'iKi}. 
cf, Bp. Lig'htfoot's note. But "such language is not in ac- 
cordance with later theological definitions, which carefully 
distinguished betwef^n ycfijro* and ytviajro;, between oyi'njTov 
and ay(vvr\To^\ so that yei'ijTo?, ay^vrfTo;, respectively denied 
and affirmed the eternal existence, being equivalent to ktio-to^, 
aitTt<rT<K, while yefioTrov, ayivvn.cn described ccrtiiin ontologl- 
cal relations, whether in time or in eternity. In the later 
theological language, therefore, the Son was yewrTo^ even in 
His Godhead. See esp. Joann. Damasc, De Fid. Orth. i. 5> (I. 
p. 135, Lequien), \py\ yUp ti6.'yai bri t6 aye'i'TTJi', 61A tow iv'^s v 
ypat^ofxtvovt r'o aKTiurov i\ to ^i) ytvoutiov <n)^ai»>et, to £d dycVm- 
rov, Jift tmv hvo vv ypit<it6ii«vov, 5i}Aoi to fnif yti'VTjBiv ; whence he 
draws the conclusion that m6vo« 6 warifi ayeyyrrroi and novo^ 6 
wios yei'fnro?.'* Bp. Lightfoot, ^/. Fa/hers, Pt. II. Vol. II. 
p. 90, where the history of the wonis is exhnustively discussed. 
At the time of the Arian controversy the Catholic disputants 
were chary of employing these terms, because of the base uses 
to which their opponents put them; so St. Ba^ i 1, Co«/ro 
Eunom. ir, protests ag^ainst the Arian argument ci oytK- 
yrfTO^ 6 narrjp ytyiniTb^'ie o vid^t ov tt,« ovt^? owai"?. 

cf. Ath., jDe Syn. in this series, p. 475, and D* Decretis, on 
Newman's confusion of the terms, p. 149 and 16^ 

* Heb. i. I. * avit^vifi. 
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flows from Him operating on those who par- 
ticipate in it. we say that the Spirit is in u; 
And the tloxology which we offer "in th 
Spirit" is not an acknowledgment of Hi 
rank; it is rather a confession of our ow 
weakness, while we shew that we are n( 
sutGcient to glorify Him of ourselves, but 
our sufficiency ' is in the Holv Spint. En- 
iibled in, [or by,] Him we render thanks to 
our God for the benefits we have received, 
iiccording to the measure of our purification 
from evil, as we receive one a larger and 
^mother a smaller share of the aid of the 
, Spirit, that we may offer "the sacrifice of 
praise to God." ' According to one use, then 
it is thus that we offer our thanksgiving, a 
the true religion requires, in the Spirit 
although it is not quite unobjectionable tha 
any one should testify of himself "the Spiri 
of God is in me, and I offer glory afler being 
made wise through the grace that flows from 
Him." For to a Paul it is becoming to say 
"I think also that I have the Spirit of God," » 
and again, " that good thing which was com- 
mitted to thee keep by the Holy Ghost which 
dwelleth in us." * And of Daniel it is 
fitting to say that " the Holy Spirit of God 
ts in him," * and similarly of men who are 
tike these in virtue. 

64. Another sense may however be given 
to the phrase, that just as the Father is seen 
tn the Son, so is the Son in the Spirit. The 
" worship in the Spirit" suggests the idea 
of the operation of our intelligence being 
carried on in the light, as may be learned 
from Ihe words spoken to the woman of 
Samaria. Deceived as she was by tiie cus- 
toms of her country into the belief that wor- 
ship was local, o»r Lord, with the object of 
giving her better instruction, said that wor- 
ship ouglit to be olTered "in Spirit and in 
Truth,"* plainly meaning by the Truih, 
Himself. .As then we speak of the worship 
offered in the Image of God the Father as 
, worship in the Son, so too do we speak of 
I worship in the Spirit as shewing in Himself 
I the Godhead of the Lord. Wherefore even 
1 in our worship the Holy Spirit is inseparable 
I from the Father and the Son. If you re- 
; main outside the Spirit you will not be able 
\ even to worship at all; and on your becom- 
ing in Him you will in no wise be able to 
, dissever Him from God;— any more than 
you will divorce light from visible objects. 
For it is impossible to behold the Image of 
the invisible God except by the enlighten- 
ment of the Spirit, and impracticable for 

ifZ-.iCor.ili.s. iaTlm.1.14. 

" fieb. liii. IS. • Dmi. iir.S, Ixi. 



him to fix his gaze on the Image to dissever 
the light from the Image, because the cause 
of vision is of necessitv seen at the same 
time as the visible objects. Thus fitly and 
consistently do we behold the " Brightness 
of the glory " of God by means of the illumi- 
nation of the Spirit, and bv means of the 
" Express Image " we are led up lo Him of 
whom He is the Express Image and Seal, 
graven lo the like.' 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

Of the origin of the word " with," and what 
force it has. Also concerning the unwritten 
laws of the church. 

65. The word "(n," say our opponents. 

" is exactly appropriate to the Spirit, and •' 
Bufficieut for every thought concerning Him. , 
Why (hen, they ask, have we introduced 
this new phrase, Mying, " w//A the Spirit" 
instead of "in the Holy Spirit," thus 
employing an e\pression which is quite un- 
necessary, and sanctioned by no us.ige in the 
churches,' Now it has been asserted in the 
previous portion of this treatise that tlie word 
" in " has not been specially allotted to the 
Holy Spirit, but is common to the Father 
and the Son. It has also been, in my opin- 
ion, sufficiently demonstrated that, so far 
from detracting anything from tiie dignity of 
the Spirit, it leads all, but those whose 
thoughts are wholly perverted, to the sub- 
liniest height. It remains for me lo ~iace 
the origin of the word " with; " to explain 
what force it has, and to shew that it is in 
harmony with Scripture. 

66. ' Of the beliefs and practices whether 
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generally accepted or publicly enjoined which 
are preserved in the Church * some we pos- 
sess derived from written teaching ; others 
we have received delivered to us '^ in a 



some it hath been and is abused, we mean by traditions ordi. 
hances made in the prime of Christian Religion, established 
with tliat authority which Christ hath left to His Church for 
matters indifferent and in that consideration requisite to be 
observed, till like authority see just and reasonable cause to 
alter them. So that traditions ecclesiastical are not rudely 
and in gross to be shaken off, because the inventors of them 
were men." • 

cf. Tert., De Prttsc. 3<5, ao, ai, " Constat omnem dortrtnam 
qiMcnm ill is ecclesii* apostolici* matrictbns et originalibus 
fidti conspiret veritati aeputaHclam, id sin* duhio tenentem 
qH(»d ecclesitt ah apostolis^ apostoli a Ckristo^ Chrisius a Deo 
acctpit,"* Ffi/r Tnomasius, Christ. Dogm. i. 105. 

1 ** ranf iv Tfj E<*cAi}a'ta irt^vAayfitvmv Boyfidruty Kol KTipvyua.' 
rmi',*' To give the apparent meaning of the original seems 
impossible except by some such paraphrase as the above. In 
Bcripture Xiy/uia, which occurs five times (Luke ti. i, Acts xvi. 



4, zvii. 7, Eph. ii. 15, wnd Col. U. 14), always h:is its proper 

>t decree or ordinances, cf, Bp. I.ightfoot, on Col. ii. 

14, and his contention that the Greek rathers generally have 



sense of 



mistaken the force of the passage in undersLinding loy^ara in 
both Col. and Eph. to mean the doctrines and precepts of the 
Gospel. KnpvyiM.a occurs eight times (Matt. xii. 41, Luke xi. 
3J, Rom. xvi. 25, 1 Cor. i. ai, ii. 4, xv. 14, a Tim. iv. 17, and 
Tit. i. 3), always in the sense of preaching or proclamation. 

'*Tne later Christian sense of JbyMa, meaning doctrin*, 
rame from its secondary classical use, where it was applied to 
the autboritative and cutctrorical ' sentences ' of the philoso- 
phers : ef.^MSl. Mart., Apot, i, *j, oi iv' lLKkii<rt, ra ainolt apttrriL 
cayfi«nV«u>Tc« ix irarrbf Ttp tvi cv6tLaTi ^lAa<r1<^ a« ir po<r ay ope v- 
orr«, Kotvep T*>y ioynatwv ivavrittv Oi^nov.** [AH the sects in 
gen<»*al among the Greeks are known by the common name of 
philosophy, thoui^h their doctrines are.different.1 Cic. Acad, 
li.tg, *I}esuis dfcretis gutgpkilosopAt vacant SoyfLara,* . • . 
There is an approach towards the ecclesiastical meaning in 
Ignat., Maff* 13, 3c/3<u«*d^<rai iv ro-'f fioy^uurc roO icvpiov icai. ritv 
an-HTToAmtv.** Bp. Liehtfoot in Col. ii. 14. The ** doctrines *' 
of heretics are also called ioyuara, as in Rasil, Fp. CCLXl. and 
Socr., E. H. iii. 10. cf. Bp. Bull, in Serm. a, ** The dogmata or 
tenets of the Sadducees.** In Orig., c. Cels. iii. p. 135, Ed. 
Spencer, 1658) 6oy/i.a is used of the gospel or teaching of our 
Lx>rd. 

The special point about St. Basil's use of toytaara is that 
he uses the word of doctrines and practices privately and 
tacitly sanctioned in the Church (like airdppirra, which is used 
of the esoteric doctrine of the Pythagoreans, V\aX...Pkttd. 6j. 
B.), while he reserves Ktipvyikara for what is now otlen under- 
stood oy tovitara, 1./. •• le^itima tynodo decreta." cf. Ep. 
Lil.^ where ne speaks of the great Kijpiryita of the Fathers at 
Nicaea. In this he is supported b^ Eulogius, Patriarch of 
Alexandria, 579-607, />f whom Photius ( Cod. ccxxx. Mignc 
Pat. Gr. ciii. p. 1017) writes, •• In this work," i.e. Or. II. «« he 
says that of the doctrines (Jt^yMariai/) handed down in the 
^arch by the ministers of the word, some are fioy/aara, and 
others icifpuyM^ara. The distinction is that 56yM,aTa are an- 
Dounced with concealment and prudence, and are often de- 
si-^^nedlT compassed with obscurity, in order thmt holy things 
ma^ noc be exposed to profane persons nor pearls cast before 
swine. KiM>vy«AaTa, on tne other hand, are announced without 
any conoeaiment." So the Benedictine Editors speak of Origen 
{c. Ctls. i.7) as replying to CeUus, **f>rtgdtcationem Chris-, 
tiamorum toti orhi no'tiorem ess* quam placita pkilosopkarum: 
Med tamem fatetur, nt apnd philosopkos^ ita etiam apud Chris- 
tiamos monnlla esse veltttt interiora, quee post exteriorem et 
propositmm omnibus doctrinans tradantur." Of tn^pvyuara 
they note, *' Videniur hoc nomine desig'nari le^es ecclesiastics 
et canoMum decreta qiee promul^ari in ecclesia mos erat^ ut 
ueminens Ittiereni,** Mr. C. P. H. Johnston remarks : *• The 
hu.yov9t.ov, which many now-a-days would call the Nicene 
dof^msL (r) Tov 6^oov<r-ov ioy^ara, Soc., E. H. iii. 10) because it 
was pot forth io the Council of Nicaea, was for that reason 
called not 3oyu«, but tnfpvyua, by St. Basil, who would have 
said that it became the (ciiovy^a (definition) of that Council, 
because it had always been the t6iyt».(k of the Church." 

In extra theological philosophy a dogma has all along 
meant a certainly expressed opinion whether formally decreed 
or not. So Shattesbnry, Misc. Ref. ii. a, *' He who is certain, 
or oresumes to say he knows, is in that particular, whether he 
be mistaken or in the eight, a dogmatist." cf. Littr^, S. V. for a 
similar ase In French. In theology the modem Roman limita- 
tion of dt>gma to decreed doctrine is illustrated bv the state- 
ment of Abb£ Btfrgier {Diet, de Thfol. Ed. 1S44) of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin. "Or, nous 
comvenons que ce west pas un dogme <// /01," iKicause, though 
a common opinion among Romanists, (t had not been so as- 
■erted at the CouncU of Trent. Since the publication of Pius 
IX *s Edict of t8S4 ^^ ^^^ become, to nltramontanists, a 
*■ dofma of fidth.*" 



mystery " * by the tradition of the' apostles ; 
and both of these in relation to true religion 
have the same force. And these no one 
will gainsay ; — no one, at all events, who is 
even moderately versed in the institutions of 
the Church. For were we to attempt to re- 
ject such customs as have no written author- 
ity, on the ground that the importance they 
possess is small, we should unintentionally 
injure the Gospel in its very vitals ; or, rather, 
should make our public definition a mere 
phrase and nothing more.' For instance, 
to take the first and most general example, 
who is there who has taught us in writing 
to sign with ihc sign of the cross those who 
have trusted in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.? What writing has taught us to 
turn to the East at the prayer.? Which of 
the saints has left us in writing the words 
of the invocation at the displaying* of the 
bread of the Eucharist and the cup of bless- 
ing? For we are not, as is well known, 
content with what the apostle or the Gospel 
has recorded, but both in preface and con- 
clusion we add other words as being of great 
importance to the validity of the ministry, 
and these we derive from unwritten teaching. 

> I Cor. ii. 7, Whether there is or Is not here a conscious 
reference to St. Paul's words, there seems to be both in the 
text and in the passage cited an employment of M.u<rri}pioi' in 
its proper sense of a secret revealed to the initiated. 

« i.e. if nothing were of weight but what was written, what 
need of any authorisation at all? There is no need of ici^pvy^a 
for a l6y\Ltk expressly written in Scripture. 

» €iri Tji kvahti^xx.. The Benedictine note is: •• Non respicit 
Basiltnt ad ritum ostensionis Eucharistia, ut multi esisti- 
marunt, sed potins ad verba Liturifiee ipsi ascripta, cum petit 
sacerdoSf ut yeniat Spiritus sanctus ayioo-ai icat ava6€t(ai rbv 
fiiv aprov rojrov airrb rb riniov aatfia rov Kvpiov. Haec autem 
verba eiri tj7 avaJet^ci, sic reddit Erasmus, cum ostenditur. 
Vituperat eum Ducttus^ sicque ipse vertit, cum conficitur, 
at que hanc interpretationem mult is exempt is confirmat. Vide- 
tttr tamen nihil prorsus vitii habitura haec intet*pretatio^ In- 
vocationis verba cum ostenditur panis Eucharist iae, idest^ cum 
panis non jam pants est, sed panis Eucharistiee^ sive corpus 
Christi ostenditur; et in liturgia, ut sanctificet ct ostendat 
hunc quidem panem, ipsum pretiosum corpus Domini. J^am 
/o Cuream vocem re form idem us, qua Latitti uti non dubitnnt, 
ubi de Eucharistia toauunturT JPrrale est illud Cipriani $n 
epistola 63 ad Ccecilium: Vino Christi sanguis ostenditur. 
Sic etiam Tertullianns I. Marc. c. 14; Panem quo ipsum 
corpus suum repraesentat sfi Ut Greece, ai^a^cr^at, an-oi^au'fii', 
ita etiam Eatine^ ostcndere, corpus Christi tiasens in Eu- 
charistia significatione quodam modo exprtmit. Hoc enim 
verbum non solum panem fieri corpus Domini signifirat . sed 
etiam fidem nostram excitat^ut illud corpus sub specie panis 
videnaum, tegendum, adorandum ostendi credamus. ^uem- 
admodum Ireneeus, cum ait lib. iv. cap. 33 : Accipiens panem 
suum corpus esse confitebatur, et temperamentum calicis 
suum sanguinem conformavit, non solum mutationem panis et 
vini in corpus et sanguinem Christi exprimit^sed ipsam etiam 
Christi asseverationem^ quee hanc nobis mutationem per suadet: 
sic qui corpus Christi in Eucharistia ostendi et retreesentari 
dicuntf non modo Jejuna et exiliter loqui non viaeniur. sed 
etiam acriores Christi preesentis adorandi stimulon subj'icere. 
Poterat ereo retineri interpretatio Erasmi; sed quia viris 
eruditis displicuity satius visum est quid stntirem in hac 
not a ex pone re.** 

This view of the meaning of kvaheiKwo^ai and ni'ajf •('« as 
beina equivalent to wttntiv and iroii^atc i«t borne out and illus- 
trated by Suicer, S. V. " Ex his jam satis li^^uere arbitror ava.hu > 
$11 apudBasilium id esse quod alii Greeci patres dicunt -noitlv 
vet atto^aivtiv aufia XP^crov.** 

It is somewhat curious to find Bellarmine {De Sacr. Euch. 
iv. $ 14) interpreting the prayer to God rvKoynaai Ka\ Ayidju 
KOA afofici^ai to mean " ostende i>er ejfectum salutarem tn 
men/ibus nostris istum panem saiutificatum nan esse panem 
vulgarem ted ceeltttem** 
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Moreover we bless the water of baptism and 
the oil of the chrism, and besides this the 
catechumen who is being baptized. On 
what written authority do we do this? Is 
not our authority silent and mystical tradi- 
tion? Nay, by what written word is the 
anointing of oil * itself taught? And whence 
comes the custom of baptizing thrice?* And 
as to the other customs of baptism from 
what Scripture do we derive the renuncia- 
tion of Satan and his angels? Does not this 
come from that unpublished and secret 
teaching which our fathers guarded in a 
silence out of the reach of curious meddling 
and inquisitive investigation? Well had they 
learnt the lesson that the awful dignity of 
the mysteries is best preserved by silence. 
What the uninitiated are not even allowed 
to look at was hardly likely to be publicly 
paraded about in written documents. What 
was the meaning of the mighty Moses in 
not making all the parts of the tabernacle 
open to every one ? The profane he stationed 
without the sacred barriers ; the first courts 
he conceded to the purer; the Levites alone 
he judged worthy of being servants of the 
Deity ; sacrifices and burnt offerings and the 
rest of the priestly functions he allotted to 
the priests ; one chosen out of all he admitted 
to the shrine, and even this one not always 
but on only one day in the year, and of this 
one day a time was fixed for his entry so 
that he might gaze on the Holy of Holies 
amazed at the strangeness and novelty of 
the sight. Moses was wise enough to know 
that contempt attaches to the trite and to 
the obvious, while a keen interest is natu- 
rally associated with the unusual and the 
unfamiliar. In the same manner the Apos- 
tles and Fathers who laid down laws for the 
Church from the beginning thus guarded 
the awful dignity of the mysteries in secrecy 
and silence, for what is bruited abroad at 
random among the common folk is no mys- 
tery at all. This is the reason for our tra- 
dition of unwritten precepts and practices, 
that the knowledge of our dogmas may not 
become neglected and contemned by the 
multitude through familiarity. *' Dogma '* 
and '*Kerugma" are two distinct things; 
the former is observed in silence ; the latter 
is proclaimed to all the world. One form of 
this silence is the obscurity employed in 
Scripture, which makes the meaning of 
*' dogmas " difficult to be understood for 

> For th»unctir»n of catechumens cf, Ab. Const, vii. aa; or 
the baptized, TeituUian, De Bapt, vii.; oT the confirmed, id. 
viii. ; of the sick vide Plumptre on St. James v. 14, in Cam- 
brid/sre Bible for Schools, cf. Letter clxxxviii. 

* jPor trine immersion an early authority is Tertullian, c, 
Praxeam xxvi. cf. Grej^. Nyss., De Ba^t.y6aTi javrovf iyxovv- 
T^9¥ , . . icoi rpiTor rovTO irotiyvaiTCf. JHci, CM, Ami, i. 101. 



the very advantage of the reader : Thus 
we all look to the East * at our prayers, but 
few of us know that we are seeking our 
own old country,* Paradise, which God 
planted in Eden in the East.' We pray 
standing,* on the first day of the week, but 
we do not all know the reason. On the day of 
the resurrection (or *' standing again " Grk. 
avaaraai^) we remind ourselves of the grace 
given to us by standing at pjaycr, not 
only because we rose With Christ,* and are 
bound to "seek tliose things which are 
above," • but because theday seems to us to be 
in some sense an image of the age which we 
expect, wherefore, though it is the beginning 
of days, it is not called by Moses ^r^/, but 
one,^ For he says ''There was evening, 
and there was morning, one day," as though 
the same day oflen recurred. Now " one " 
and ''eighth "are the same, in itself dis- 
tinctly indicating that really " one " and 
" eignth " of which the Psalmist makes 
mention in certain titles of the Psalms, the 
state which follows after this present time, 
the day which knows no waning or eventide, 
and no successor, that age which endeth 
not or groweth old." Of necessity, then, 
the church teaches her own foster children 
to offer their prayers on that day standing, to 
the end that through continual reminder of 
the endless life we may not neglect to make 
provision for our removal thither. More- 
over all Pentecost is a reminder of the resur- 
rection expected in the age to come. For 
that one and first day, if seven times 
multiplied by seven, completes the seven 
weeks of the holy Pentecost; for, beginning 
at the first, Pentecost ends with the same, 
making fifty revolutions through the like 
inter\'ening days. And so it is a likeness of 
eternity, beginning as it does and ending, as 
in a circling course, at the same point. On 
this day the rules of the church have edu- 
cated us to prefer the upright attitude of 
prayer, for by their plain reminder they, as 
it were, make our mind to dwell no longer 
in the present but in the f ture. Moreover 
every time we fall upon our knees and rise 

1 ef. my note on Theodoret in this series, n. i la. 

>Heb. xi. i4» R'V. 'Gcn.ii. 8. 

*The earliest posture of prayer was standinjETi with the 
hands extended and raised towards heaven, and with the face 
turned to the East, c/, early art, and specialty the fii^ures of 
"oranti." Their rich dress indicates less their actual station 
in this life than the expected felicity of Paradise. ViJe^ Diet. 
Christ, Ant. ii. 16S4. 

• •* Stood again with ** — <rvvava0TaKres. 
•Col. iii. I. 

» Gen. i. «r. Heb, LXX. Vulsr. R.V. cf. p. 64. 

• VideTitlen to Pss. vi. and xii. iu A.V. •* upon Sheminith," 
mars'. ** ^^e eijfhth." LXX. vwip r^? bySori^. Vulv^. pro octarni. 
On various explanations of the Hebrew word z'ide Diet. Bib. 
S. V. where Dr. Aldis Wria^ht inclines to the view thai it is a 
tune or key, and that the ilcbrcwi were not acquainted witn 
the octave. 
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from off them we shew by the very deed 
that bv our sin we fell down to earth, and 
by the loving kindness of our Creator were 
called back to heaven. 

67. Time will fail me if I attempt to re-. 
count the unwritten mysteries of the Church. 
Of the rest I say nothing; but of the very 
confession of our faith in Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, what is the written source? If 
it be granted that, as we are baptized, so 
also under the ol)ligation to believe, we make 
our confession in like terms as our baptism, 
in accordance with the tradition of our bap- 
tism and in conformity with the principles 
of true religion, let our opponents grant us 
too the right to be as consistent in our ascrip- 
tion of glory as in our confession of faith. 
If they deprecate our doxology on the ground 
that it lacks written authority, let them give 
us the written evidence for the confession 
of our faith and the other matters which we 
have enumerated. While the unwritten 
traditions are so many, and their bearing 
on *' the mystery of godliness' is so impor- 
tant, can they refuse to allow us a single 
word which has come down to us from the 
Fathers; — which we found, derived from 
untutored custom, abiding in unperverted 
churches ; — a word for which the arguments 
are strong, and which contributes in no 
small degree to the completeness of the force 
of the mystery? 

^, The force of both expressions has 
now been explained. I will proceed to state 
once more wherein they agree and wherein 
they differ from one another ; — not that they 
are opposed in mutual antagonism, but that 
each contributes its own meaning to true 
religion. The preposition *'/«" states the 
truth rather relatively to ourselves; while 
*' with ** proclaims the fellowship of the Spirit 
with Go J. Wherefore we use both words, by 
the one expressing the dignity of the Spirit ; 
by the other announcing the grace that is 
with us. Thus we ascribe glory to God both 
" in" the Spirit, and ** with" the Spirit ; and 
herein it is not our word that we use, but we 
follow the teaching of the Lord as we might 
a fixed rule, and transfer His word to things 
connected and closely related, and of which 
the conjunction in the mysteries is necessary. 
We have deemed ourselves under a neces- 
sary obligation to combine in our confession 
of the faith Him who is numbered with Them 
at Baptism, and we have treated the confes- 
sion of the faith as the origin and parent of 
the doxology. What, then, is* to be done ? 
They must now instruct us either not to 

1 1 Tim. ill. i& 



baptize as we have received, or not to believe ' 
as we were baptized, or not to ascribe glory 
as we have believed. Let any man prove 
if he can that the relation of sequence in 
these acts is not necessary and unbroken ; 
or let any man deny if he can that innova- 
tion here must mean ruin everywhere. 
Yet they never stop dinning in our cars that 
the ascription of glory ^^with** the Holy 
Spirit is unauthorized and unscriptural and 
the like. We have stated that so far as the 
sense goes it is the same to say " glory be to 
the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost,*' and glory be to the Father and to 
the Son with the Holy Ghost." It is im- 
possible for any one to reject or cancel the 
syllable *' and," which is derived from the 
very words of our Lord, and there is nothing 
to hinder the acceptance of its equivalent. 
What amount of difference and similarity 
there is between the two we have already 
sjiewn. And our argument is confirmed by 
the fact that the Apostle uses either word 
indifibrently, — saying at one time '' in the 
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of 
our God ;" * at another " when ye are gathered 
together, and my Spirit, with the power of 
our Lord Jesus,** * with no idea that it makes 
any difference to the connexion of the 
names whether he use the conjunction or 
the preposition. 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Tliat our opponents refuse to concede in the 
case of the Spirit the terms which Scripture 
uses in the case of men, as reigning together 
with Christ, 

69. But let us see if we can bethink us 
of any defence of this usage of our fathers; 
for they who first originated the expression 
are more open to blame than we ourselves. 
Paul in his Letter to the Colossians says, 
''And you, being dead in your sins and the 
uncircumcision . . . hath He quickened 
together with" ' Christ. Did then God give 
to a whole people and to the Church the boon 
of the life with Christ, and yet the life with 
Christ does not belong to the Holy Spirit? 
But if this is impious even to think of, is it 
not rightly reverent so to make our confes- 
sion, as They are by nature in close con- 
junction } Furthermore what boundless lack 
of sensibility does it not shew in these men 
to confess that the Saints are with Christ, (if, 
as we know is the case, Paul, on becoming 
absent from the body, is present with the 



1 I Cor. vi. IT, 
* I Cur. V. 4. 
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Lord,* and, after departing, is with Christ*) 
and, so far as lies in their power, to refuse to 
allow to the Spirit to be with Christ even to 
the same extent as men ? And Paul calls him- 
self a *' labourer together with God"' in the 
dispensation of the Gospel ; will they bring 
an indictment for impiety against us, if we 
apply the term "fellow-labourer" to the 
Holy Spirit, through whom in every creature 
under heaven the Gospel bringeth forth 
fruit?* The life of them that have trusted in 
the Lord " is hidden," it would seem, ** with 
Christ in God, and when Christ, who is our 
life, shall appear, then shall " they themselves 
also "appear with Him in glory;"* and is 
the Spirit of life Himself, '* Who made us 
free from the law of sin," • not with Christ, 
both in the secret and hidden life with Him, 
and in the manifestation of the glory which 
we expect to be manifested in the saints? 
We are ** heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ," ' and is the Spirit without part or lof 
in the fellowship of God and of His Christ? 
'* The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit that we are the children of God ; " ' 
and are we not to allow to the Spirit even 
that testimony of His fellowship with God 
which we have learnt from the Lord? For 
the height of folly is reached if we through 
the faith in Christ which is in the Spirit* 
hope that we shall be raised together with 
Him and sit together in heavenly places,*® 
whenever He shall change our vile body 
from the natural to the spiritual,** and yet 
refuse to assign to the Spirit any share in the 
sitting together, or in the glory, or anything 
else which we have received from Him. Of 
all the boons of which, in accordance with 
the indefeasible grant of Him who has prom- 
ised them, we have believed ourselves worthy, 
are we to allow none to the Holy Spirit, as 
though they were all above His dignity? It 
is yours according to your merit to be ** ever 
with the Lord," and you expect to be caught 
up " in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air and to be ever with the Lord." ** You 
declare the man who numbers and ranks the 
Spirit with the Father and the Son to be 
guilty of intolerable impiety. Can you really 
now deny that the Spirit is with Christ ? 

70. 1 am ashamed to add the rest. You 
expect to be glorified together with Christ ; 
(" if so be that we suffer with him that we 
may be also glorified together ; " *') but you 



1 </. a Cor. V. 8. 
« cf, Phil. i. 23. 
» 1 Cor. iii. 9. 



« cf. Col. i. 6. 
B Col. iii. ^, 4. 
* Rom. viii. a. 



7 Rom. viii. 17. 



■ Rom. viii. 16, 17. In this passage A.V. follows the neater 
of the Greek original. R.V. has substituted " himself." cf. 
note on p. 15. 

• cf. Gal. V. c. w cf. Eph. ii. 6. 

lil. iif. 31, and I Cor. XV. 44. 



" cf. Phil 

u I Thess. iv. 17. 



u Rom. viU. 17. 



do not glorify the " Spirit of holiness" * to- 
gether with Christ, as though He were not 
worthy to receive equal honour even with 
you. You hope to '* reign with " * Christ; 
but you " do despite unto the Spirit of grace" * 
by assigning Him the rank of a slave and a 
subordinate. And I say this not to demon- 
strate that so much is due to the Spirit in the 
ascription of glory, but to prove the unfair- 
ness of those who will not ever give so much 
as this, and shrink from the fellowship of the 
Spirit with Son and Father as from impiety. 
Who could touch on these things without a 
sigh? * Is it not so plain as to be within the 
perception even of a child that this present 
state of things preludes the threatened eclipse 
of the faith? The undeniable has become 
the uncertain. We profess belief in the 
Spirit, and then we quarrel with our own 
confessions. We are baptized, and begin to 
fight again. We call upon Him as the 
Prince of Life, and then despise Him as a 
slave like ourselves. We received Him with 
the Father and the Son, and we dishonour 
Him as a part of creation. Those who 
"know not what they ought to pray for,"* 
even though they be induced to utter a word 
of the Spirit with awe, as though coming 
near His dignity, yet prune down all that 
exceeds the exact proportion of their speech. 
They ought rather to bewail their weakness, 
in that we are powerless to express in words 
our gratitude for the benefits which we are 
actually receiving ; for He '* passes all under- 
standing," • and convicts speech of its natural 
inability even to approach His dignity in the 
least degree ; as it is written in the Book of 
Wisdom,' ''Exalt Him as much as you 
can, for even yet will He far exceed; and 
when you exalt Him put forth all your 
strength, and be not weary, for you can 
never go far enough." Verily terrible is the 
account to be given for words of this kind 
by you who have heard from God who can- 
not lie that for blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost there is no forgiveness.' 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

Enumeration of the illustrious men in the 
Church who in their writings have used the 
word " with.^^ 

71. In answer to the objection that the dox- 
ology in the form " with the Spirit " has no 
written authority, we maintain that if there is 

1 Rom. i. 4. * a Tim. ii. la. * Heb. x. ag. 

* cf Verg., ^n, ii. ^«/f talia fando . . . temperet a lacry" 
mis f 

» Rom. vUl. a6. • Phil. iv. 7. 

f i.e. of Jesus the Son of Sirach, or Ecdus. xliii. 30. 

* Luke xil. la 
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no other instance of that which is unwritten, 
then this must not be received. But if the 
greater number of our mysteries are admitted 
into our constitution without written author- 
ity, then, in company with the many others, 
let us receive this one. For I hold it 
apostolic to abide also by the unwritten 
traditions. *' I praise you," it is said, *' that 
ye remember me in all things, and keep the 
ordinances as I delivered them to you ; *' ' 
and ^^ Hold fast the traditions which ye 
have been taught whether by word, or 
our Epistle." ' One of these traditions is 
the practice which is now before us, which 
they who ordained from the beginning, 
rooted firmly in the churches, delivering it 
to their successors, and its use through long 
custom advances pace by pace with time. 
If, as in a Court of Law, we were at a loss 
for documentary evidence, but were able to 
bring before you a large number of witnesses, 
would you not give your vote for our ac- 
quittal? I (hink so; for ^^ at the mouth of 
two or three witnesses shall the matter be 
established."' And if we could prove 
clearly to you that a long period of time was 
in our favour, should we not have seemed to 
you to urge with reason that this suit ought 
not to be brought into court against us.^ For 
ancient dogmas inspire a certain sense of 
awe, venerable as they are with a hoary an- 
tiquity. I will therefore give you a list of 
the supporters of the word (and the time too 
must be taken into account in relation to 
what p:isses unquestioned). For it did not 
originate with us. How could it? We, in 
comparison with the time during which this 
word has been in vogue, are, to use the words 
of Job, '* but of yesterday." * I myself, if I 
must speak of what concerns me individually, 
cherish this phrase as a legacy left me by my 
fathers. It was delivered to me by one* 
who spent a long life in the service of God, 
and by him I was both baptized, and admitted 
to the ministry of the church. While ex- 
^ amining, so far as I could, if any of the blessed 
/ men of old used the words to which objection 
is now made, I found many worthy of credit 
both on account of their early date, and also — 
a characteristic in which they are unlike the 
men of to-day — because of the exactness of 
their knowledge. Of these some coupled the 
word in the doxology by the preposition, 
others by the conjunction, but were in no 
case supposed to be acting divergently, — at 



> I Cor. zi. a. 
SaThess.ii 11 



• Deut. xix. 15. 

* Job viii. 9. 



* I.e. Dianius.bp.of theCapp^Uod-inCaesareatwho baptized 
St. Basil c 357 on hia retarn from Athens, and ordained him 
Reader. He was a waverer, and siif ned the creed of Arlminnm 
in 169 ; Basil consequently left him, but speaks reyerentially 
of Elm in Ep. 51. 



least so far as the right sense of true religion 
is concerned. 

72. There is the famous Irenaeus,* and 
Clement of Rome ;* Dionysius of Rome,' and, 
strange to say, Dionysius of Alexandria, 
in his second Letter to his namesake, on 
'•Conviction and Defence," so concludes. 
I will give you his very words. ''Follow- 
ing all these, we, too, since we have re- 
ceived from the presbyters who were before 
us a form and rule, offering thanksgiving ia 
the same terms with them, thus conclude our 
Letter to you. To God the Father and the 
Son o4ir Lord Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, glory and might for ever and ever; 
amen." And no one can say that this pas- 
sage has been altered. He would not have 
so persistently stated that he had received a 
form and rule if he had said " in the Spirit." 
For of this phrase the use is abundant : it 
was the use of " ivit/i " which required de- 
fence. Dionysius moreover in the middle 
of his treatise thus writes in opposition to the 
Sabellians, '* If by the hypostases being three 
they say that they are divided, there are 
three, though they like it not. Else let them 
destroy the divine Trinity altogether." And 
again: "most divine on this account after 
the Unity is the Trinity." * Clement, in more 
primitive fashion, writes, ** God lives, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy 
Ghost." * And now let us hear how Irenseus, 
who lived near the times of the Apostles, 
mentions the Spirit in his work " Against 
the Heresies." • *' The Apostle rightly calls 
carnal them that are unbridled and earned 
away to their own desires, having no desire for 
tlie Holy Spirit," ' and in another passage 
Irenaius says, *' The Apostle exclaimed that 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of tlie heavens lest we, being without share 
in the divine Spirit, fall short of the king- 
dom of the heavens." If any one thinks 
Eusebius of Palestine " worthy of credit on 

» t c. 200. • t 100. • t a6Q. 

* Dionyhius was Patriarch of Alexandria A.D. 347-^65. 
Basil's *' 8tran);e to say " is of a piece witn the view of 
Dionysius' heretical tenden;:ics expressed in Letter ix. q.v. 
Athanasius, however, (/>/ Sent, Dtomysii) was satisfied as to 
the orthodoxy of his predecessor. Bp. Westcott {Diet. C. 
Biog. i. 8^1) Quotes Lumper (//f>/. Pat, xii. S6) as supposin^r 
that Basil's cnarfire against Dionysius of sowini^ the seeds of 
the Anomcean heresy was due to imperfect acquaintance with 
his writing^. In Letter clxxxviii. Basil calls him "the 
Great.** which implies general approval. 

BClem. Rom., Ep.ad Cor, Iviii. Bp. Lightfoot's Ap, 
Fathers^ Pt. I. ii. 169. 

Irenacus is near the Apostles in close connexion, as well 
as in time, throu^^h his personal knowledge of Polycarp. VLU 
kis Ep. to FinriuMS quoted in Euseb., Ecc. Hht. v. ao. In his 
work On the Ogdoad, quoted in the same chapter, Irenseus says 
of himself that he riiv irpwriif tmk 'AirocrroAcdi' «caT<iAT)^<i'(ii ti)I' 
Smioxiiy "had himself had the nearest succession of the 
Apostles.'* 

' The reference is presumably to i Cor. ii. xi and iii. i . 

* «./. Busebius of Caesarea, the historian, so called to dis. 
tinguish him from hit* namesake of Nicomedia. cf. Theodo. 
ret, Ecc, Hist. i. 1. The work is not extant. It may be tha^ 
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account of his wide experience, I point 
further to the very words he uses in discuss- 
ing questions concerning the polygamy of 
the ancients. Stirring up himself to his 
work, he writes *' invoking the holy God of 
the Prophets, the Author of light, through our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit." 
73. Origen, too, in many of his exposi- 
tions of the Psalms, we find using the form 
of doxology ^* with the Holy Ghost. The 
opinions which he held concerning the 
Spirit were not always and everywhere 
sound ; nevertheless in many passages even 
he himself reverently recognises the force 
of established usage, and expresses him- 
self concerning the Spirit in terms consist- 
ent with true religion. It is, if I am not 
mistaken, in the Sixth * Book of his Com- 
tnentary on the Gospel of St. John that he 
distinctly makes the Spirit an object of wor- 
ship. His words are : — *' The washing of 
water is a symbol of the cleaning of the soul 
which is washed clean of all filth that comes 
of wickedness ; * but none the less is it also by 
itself, to him who yields himself to the God- 
head of the adorable Trinity, through the 
power of the invocations^ the origin and 
source of blessings." And again, in his Ex- 
position of the Epistle to the Romans " the 
holy powers," he says " are able to receive the 
Only-begotten, and the Godhead of the Holy 
Spirit." Thus I apprehend, the powerful 
influence of tradition frequently impels the 
men to express themselves in terms contra- 
dictory to their own opinions.* Moreover 
this form of the doxology was not unknown 

Tnentinned by Eusebius in his Pnep. Evang-. vii. 8, ao under the 
title of irepl r'i)% tiiv iroAaiMC avh(mv iroAvirai6ia(. 

t The quoUtion is from Uie Eighth Book. 

^ rf. I Pet. iii. at. 

» As to Origcn's nnorthodoxy conceminjf the Holy Spirit 
St. Dasil may have had in his mind such a fiassage as the 
foilowint^ from the First Book of the De Principiis, extant in 
the original in Justinian, Ep, ad Mennam, Atigne, Pat. Gr. 
xi. p. 150. art o yAv $909 xai irarifp trvyix"*^ tOl vayra ^9di/ffi ci« 
9Karro¥ ruiv bvrwv ^cTa5(5oi>f fficd(m|» diro rov iBiov rb clcai * itv 
yap ivTtv • cAdrrcriK W wapd rby nartpa hYiht ABdvei ivi ftova rd 
Aoyiicd* 5evTffpof ydp ivrx rov worpd*' cti W ^ttoi» to irFev^a t4 
OLfiov eiri ikovov^ tov« dyiovf hiKKvovit-tvov itvrt KaJin rovro ti.€i^tav 
il Svyafiii rov Ilarpbc wapd rhy Yiov koX to irfcv^a rJ ayioy frActwf 
ti il rov YioO •apft rb irvevaa to dyioi'. The work d«>es not even 
exi^t as a whole in the translation of Riifinus. who 'omitted 
portions, and St. Jerome thought that Rufinus hud misrepre- 
sented it. Photius ( Bibiioth, cod. viii.) says that Crimen, in 
asserting in this work that the Son was made by the Father, 
and the Spirit by the Son, is most blasphemous. Bp. Harold 
Browne, however {Exposition of the x.xxi.x. Art. p. 113, n. i), 
is of opinion that if Rufinus fairly translated the following 
passage, Origen cannot have been fairly charged with heresy 
concerning the Holy Ghost: *' Ne guis sane exist imet nos ex 
eo quod diximus Stiritum sanctum sol is Sanctis prastari. 
Patris vera et Fiiii benefcia vel inoperationes pervenire ad 
honos et malos^j'iistos et tnjustos^prcetttlisse per hoc Patri et 
Fi/io Spirit urn Sanctum, vel majorem ejus per hoc asserere 
dignitatem; quod utique valde inconsequens est, Proprieta- 
tern namque gratia ejus operisque descripsimus, Porro autem 
nihil in Tnnitate majus minusve dicendum est, quum unius 
Divinitatis Fons verbo ac ratione sua teneat universa, spiritu 
vero oris sui qux digna sunt, sanctificatione^ sanctificet, sicut 
in Psalmo scriptum est verbo domini cocli firmati sunt et 
spiritu oris ejus omnis virtus eorum.** De Princ. I. iii. 7. 

On the obIi|(.itions of both Basil and Gregory of Nazianzus 
to Origen, cf, Socrates iv. a6. 



even to Africanus the historian. In the 
Fifth Book of his Epitome of the Times he 
says "we who know the weight of those 
terms, and are not ignorant of the grace of 
faith, render thanks to the Father, who be- 
stowed on us His own creatures, Jesus 
Christ, the Saviour of the world and our 
Lord, to whom be glory and majesty with 
the Holy Ghost, for ever." * The rest of 
the passages may peradventure be viewed 
with suspicion ; or may really have been 
altered, and the fact of their having been tam- 
pered with will be difficult to detect because 
the difference consists in a single svHable. 
Those however which I have quoted at 
length are out of the reach of any dishonest 
manipulation, and can easily be verified from 
the actual works. 

I will now adduce another piece of evi- 
dence which might perhaps seem insignifi- 
cant, but because of its antiquity must in no- 
wise be omitted by a defendant who is indicted 
on a charge of innovation. It seemed fitting 
to our fathers not to receive the gift of the 
light at eventide in silence, but, on its appear- 
ing, immediately to give thanks. Who was 
the author of these words of thanksgiving at 
the lighting of the lamps, we are not able to 
say. The people, however, utter the ancient 
form, and no one has ever reckoned guilty of 
impiety those who say '* We praise Father, 
Son, and God's Holy Spirit." ' And if any 
one knowsthe Hymnof Athenogenes,' which, 
as he was hurrying on to his perfecting by 
fire, he left as a kind of farewell gift* to his 
friends, he knows the mind of the martyrs as 
to the Spirit. On this head I shall say no more. 

74. But where shall I rank the great 
Gregor}',* and the words uttered by him.^ 
Shall we not place among Apostles and 

> Of the chief writings of Julius Africanus (called Sextus 
Africanus by Suidas), who wrote at Emmaus and Alexandrin 
c. 3 JO, only fragments remain. A Letter to Origen is com. 
plete. His principal work was a Chronicou from the Creation 
to A.D. 221, in Five Hooks. Of this Dr. Salmon {D.C.D. i. 56) 
thinks the doxology ouoted by Basil was the conclusion. 

« Ps. cxii. was called 6 cirtAvxfio? ^oAmoc {Ap, Const, viii. 
15). In the Vespers of the Eastern Church an evening hymn 
is sung, translated in D.C.A. i.63^, "Joyful I^ight of the imly 
glory of the immortal Father, the heavenly, the holy, the 
blessed Jesus Christ, we having come to the setting of the 6un 
and beholding the evening light, praise God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Cihost. It is meet at all tunes that thou shoiildesl he 
hymned Avith auspicious voices. Son ot God, Giver of Life: 
wherefore the world glorifieth thee." 

* Identified by some with two early hymns, Ao^a iy vi^itrroif, 
and <!>••>« lAaooi'. 

* The MSS. vanr between efinipioi' and aAc^in^piov, farewell 
gift and amulet or "charm. In Ep. cciii. 299 Basil says that our 
Lord gave His disciples peace as an efirijpio*' £a>poi', using the 
word, but in conjunction with Htpov. Greg. Naz., Orat. xiv. 
aaj speaks of our Lord leaving peace ••waircp oAAo ti cfirij. 

piOl'.'' 

fi i.e, Gregory, bishop of Neocassarea, known as Gregorius 
Thaumaturgus. or Gregory the Wonder-worker. To the mod- 
ern reader •' Gregory the Great " more naturally suggests 
Gregory of Nazianzus, but this he hardly was to his friend 
and contemporary, though the title had accrued to him by the 
time of the accepted Ephesine Council in ^31 {vide Labbe, 
vol. iv. p. 119a; Gregory the Wonder-worker, f c. 270. 
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Prophets a man who walked by the same 
Sf>irit as they ; ' who never through all his 
days diverged from the footprints of the 
saints; who maintained, as long as he lived, 
the exact principles of evangelical citizen- 
ship? I am sure that we shall do the truth 
a wrong if we refuse to number that soul 
with the people of God, shining as it did 
lik-e a beacon in the Church of God ; for by the 
fellow-working of the Spirit the power which 
he had over demons was tremendous, and 
so gifted was he with the grace of the word 
'* for obedience to the faith among . . . 
the nations,"* that, although only seven- 
teen Christians were handed over to him, he 
brought the whole people alike in town and 
country through knowledge to God. He too 
by Christ's mighty name commanded even 
rivers to chancje their course,' and caused a 
lake, which afforded a ground of quarrel to 
some covetous brethren, -to dry up.* More- 
over his predictions of things to come were 
such as in no wise to fall short of those of the 
great prophets. To recount all his wonderful 
works in detail would be too Ions: a task. 
By the superabundance of gifts, wrou'^ht in 
him by the Spirit in all power and in signs 
and in marvels, he was styled a second Moses 
by the very enemies of the Church. Thus in 
all that he through grace accomplished, alike 
byword and deed, a light seemed ever to be 
shining, token of the heavenly power from 
the unseen which followed him. To this 
day he is a great object of admiration to the 
people of his own neighbouriioocl, and his 
memory, established in the churclus ever | 
fresh and green, is not dulleJ by length of 
time. Thus not a practice, not a worcl, not 
a mvstic rite has been added to the Church 
besides what he bequeathed to it. Hence 
truly on account of the antiquity of tlieir in- 
stitution many of their ceremonies appear to 
be defective.* For his successors in the ad- 
ministration of the Churches could not endure 
to accept any subsequent discovery in addi- 
tion to what had had his sanction. Now 
one of the institutions of Gregory is the very 
form of the doxology to which objection is 
now made, preserved by the Church on 
the authority of his tradition ; a statement 
which may be verified without much trouble 
by any one who likes to make a short journey. 
That our Firmilian held this belief is testified 
by the writings which he has left.' The 

f a Cor. xii. iS. s Rom. 1.5. 

» e^, accordinjf to the le^nd, the Lycus. cf. Newman, 
Efiavt OM Miraclex^ d. 267. 

* The story is told by Gregory of Nyssa, Life of Grfg. 
Tkftum, Mi'jne xlvi. 926-9^0. 

* The Neocaesareans uppear to have entertained a Puritan 
oWection tr» the antiphonal psalmody becoming general in ihe 
Cnarch in the time of Basil, cf. Ef>. ccvii 

* Firinllian, like Gregory the Wonder-worker, a pupil of 



contemporaries also of the illustrious Mele- 
tius say that he was of this opinion. But 
why quote ancient authorities.^ Now in the 
East are not the maintainers of true religion 
known chiefly by this one term, and sepa- 
rated from their adversaries as by a watch- 
word.'* I have heard from a certain Mesopo- 
tamian, a man at once well skilled in 
the language and of unpervcrted opinions, 
that by the usage of his country it is impos- 
sible for any one, even though he may wish 
to do so, to express himself in any other / 
way, and that they are compelled by the l 
idiom of their mother tongue- to ofler the ^ 
doxology by the syllable " and," or, 1 should 
more accurately say, by their equivalent ex- 
pressions. We Cappadocians, too, so speaK 
in tlie dialect of our country, the Spirit having 
so early as the division of tongues foreseen 
the utility of the phrase. And what of the 
whole West, almost from Illvricum to the 
boundaries of our world ? Doea it not sup- 
port this word.'* 

75. How then can I be an innovator and 
creator of new terms, when- I adduce as 
originators and champions of the word whole 
nations, cities, custom going back beyond 
the memory of man, men who were pillars 
of the church and conspicuous for all know- 
ledge and spiritual power? For this cause 
this banded array of foes is set in motion 
against me, and town and village and re- 
motest regions are full of my calumniators. 
Sad and painful are these things to them 
tliat seek for peace, but great is the reward 
of patience for sufferings endured for the 
Faith's sake. So besides these let sword 
flash, let axe be whetted, let fire burn fiercer 
than that of Babylon, let every instrument of 
torture be set in motion against me. To me 
nothin<j is more fearful than failure to fear 
the threats which the Lord has directed 
against them that blaspheme the Spirit.* 
Kindly readers will find a satisfactory defence 
in what I have said, that I accept a phrase 1 
so dear and so familiar to the saints, and 
confirmed by usage so long, inasmuch as, ' 
from the day when the Gospel was first 
preached up to our own time, it is shewn to 
have been admitted to all full rights w ithin the 
churches, and, what is of greatest moment, 
to have been accepted as bearing a sense in 
accordance with holiness and true religion. 
But before the great tribunal what have I pre- 
pared to say in my defence.? This; that I 
was in the first place led to the glory of the 
Spirit by the honour conferred by the Lord 

Origen, was bishop of Cajsarea from before A.D. 233 (Euseb. 
vi. a6) to 273 (Euseb. vii. ^). By some his death at Tarsus is 
piacrd i:i 264 or 5. 
»</. Matt.xii.31. 
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in associating Him with Himself and with 
His Father at baptism ; * and secondly by 
the introduction of each of us to the knowl- 
edge of God by such an initiation ; and above 
all by the fear of the threatened punishment 
shutting out the thought of all indignity and 
unworthy conception. But our opponents, 
what will they say? After shewing neither 
reverence for the Lord's honour* nor fear 
of His threats, what kind of defence will 
they have for their blasphemy? It is for 
them to make up their mind about their 
own action or even now to change it. For 
my own part I would pray most earnestly 
that the good God will make His peace 
rule in the hearts of all,' so that these men 
who are swollen with pride and set in battle 
array against us may be calmed by the Spirit 
of meekness and of love ; and that if they 
have become utterly savage, and are in an 
untamable state, He will grant to us at least 
to bear with long suffering all that we have 
to bear at their hands. In short ''to them 
that have in themselves the sentence of 
death,"* it is not suffering for the sake of 
the Faith which is painful ; what is hard to 
bear is to fail to fight its battle. The athlete 
does not so much complain of being wounded 
in the struggle as of not being able even to 
secure admission into the stadium. Or per- 
haps this was the time for silence spoken of 
by Solomon the wise.* For, when life is 
buffeted by so fierce a storm that all the in- 
telligence of those who are instructed in the 
word is filled with the deceit of false reason- 
ing and confounded, like an eye filled with 
dust, when men are stunned by strange and 
awful noises, when all the world is shaken 
and everything tottering to its fall, what 
profits it to cry, as I am really crying, 
to the wind? 

CHAPTER XXX. 

Exposition of the present state of the Churches, 

76. To what then shall I liken our pres- 
ent condition ? It may be compared, I think, 
to some naval battle which has arisen out of 
time old quarrels, and is fought by men who 
cherish a deadly hate against one another, of 
long experience in naval warfare, and eager 
for the fight. Look, I beg you, at the pic- 
ture thus raised before your eyes. See the 
rival fleets rushing in dread array to the 
attack. With a burst of uncontrollable furv 



» Matt, xxviii. 19. 

•The Benedictine version for tAv rt^Af to3 icvptov is koH' 
orem quern Dominus tribuit Spirilui, The reading of one 
MS. is Ta« inava<:. There is aulhoritv for either sense of the 
fifenitive with ri/a^, i,e. the honours aue to the Lord or paid 
by the Lord. 

•cf. Col. iii. 15. * a Cor. i. 9. ■ Kcd. iU. 7. 



they engage and fight it out. Fancy, if you 
like, the ships driven to and fro by a raging 
tempest, while thick darkness falls from the 
clouds and blackens all the scene, so that 
watchwords are indistinguishable in the 
confusion, and all distinction between friend 
and foe is lost. To fill up the details of the 
imaginary picture, suppose the sea swollen 
with billows and whirled up from the deep, 
while a vehement torrent of rain pours 
down from the clouds and the terrible waves 
rise high. From every quarter of heaven 
the winds beat upon one point, where both 
the fleets are dashed one against the other. 
Of the combatants some are turning traitors; 
some are deserting in the very thick of the 
fight ; some have at one and the same mo- 
ment to urge on their boats, all beaten by the 
gale, and to advance against their assailants. 
Jealousy of authority and the lust of individ- 
ual mastery splits the sailors into parties 
which deal mutual death to one another. 
Think, besides all this, of the confused 
and unmeaning roar sounding over all the 
sea, from howling winds, from crashing 
vessels, from boiling surf, from the yells of 
the combatants as they express th^ir varying 
emotions in every kind of noise, so that not 
a word from admiral or pilot can be heard. 
The disorder and confusion is tremendous, 
for the extremity of misfortune, when life is 
despaired of, gives men license for every 
kind of wickedness. Supp>ose, too, that the 
men are all smitten with the incurable plague 
of mad love of glory, so that they do not 
cease from their struggle each to get the 
better of the other, while their ship is ac 
tually settling down into the deep. 

77. Turn now I beg you from this figura- 
tive description to the unhappy reality. Did 
it not at one time * appear that the Arian 
schism, after its separation into a sect opposed 
to the Church of God, stood itself alone in 
hostile array? But when the attitude of our 
foes against us was changed from one of long 
standing and bitter strife to one of open war- 
fare, then, as is well known, the war was 
split up in more ways than I can tell into 
many subdivisions, so that all men were 
stirred to a state of inveterate hatred alike by 
common party spirit and individual suspi- 
cion.* But what storm at sea was ever so 
■ 

< i.e. after the condemnation of Arius at Nicsea. 

* In En. ccxiii. written in 376, St. Basil says : •< This is the 
thirteenth year since the outbreak of the war of heretics 
against us.'* 363 is the date of the Acacian Council of An- 
tioch; 364 of the accession nf Vulens and Valrntian, of the 
Semi-Arian Synod of Lamps»cus, and of St. Basil's ordination 
to the priesthood and hook against Eunomius. On the propa- 

gitton by scission and innumerable subdivisions of Arianism 
anon Bright writes : 
" The extraordinary versatility, the argumentative subtlety, 
and the too frequent profanity of Arianism are matters of 
which a few lines can give no idea. But it is necessary, in 
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fierce and wild as this tempest of the 
Churches? In it every landmark of the 
Fathers has been moved; every foundation, 
every bulwark of opinion has been shaken ; 
everything buoyed up on the unsound is 
dashed about and shaken down. We attack 
one another. We are overthrown by one 
another. If our enemy i? not the first to 
strike us, we are wounded by the comrade at 
our side. If a foeman is stricken and falls, 
his fellow soldier tramples him down. 
There is at least this bond of union between 
us that we hate our common foes, but no 
sooner have the enemy gone by than we find 
enemies in one another. And who could 
make a complete list of all the wrecks ? Some 
have gone to the bottom on the attack of 
the enemy, some tlirough the unsuspected 
treachery of their allies, some from the blun- 
dering of their own oflficers. We see, as it 
were, whple churches, crews and all, dashed 
and shattered upon the sunken reefs 
of disingenuous heresy, while others of the 
enemies of the Spirit* of Salvation have 
seized the lielm and made shipwreck of the 
f.iith.* And then the disturbances wrought 
by the princes of the world' have caused the 
d.>wnfall of the people with a violence un- 
matched by that of hurricane or whirlwind. 
The luminaries of the world, which God set 
to give light to the souls of the people, have 
been driven from their homes, and a darkness 
verily gloomy and disheartening has settled 

eren the briefest notice of this Ion)?- lived heresy, to remark on 
the contrast between its changeable inventiveness and the 
si-nple steadfastness of Cathdiic doctrine. On Ihe one side, 
some twenty different creeds (of which several, however, were 
rulher ne^tively than positively heterodox) and three main 
sects, the Serai-Arians, with their formula of Homoiousion, 
i^. the Son is like in essence to the Father; the Acacians, 
vaipiely callini; Him like (Homoion); the Aelians, boldly 
calling Him unlike, as much as to say He is in no sense Divine. 
On the other side, the Church with the Nicene Creed, confess- 
ing' Him as Homoousion, 'of one essence with the Father.* 
meaning therebyt as her tsreat champion repeatedly bore wit- 
ness, to secare belief in the reality of the Divine Sonship, and 
therefore in the real Deity, as d(stinfruished from the titular 
deity which was so freely conceded to Him by the Arians.*' 
Canon Bright, St, Lto on the Incarnation^ p. 140. 

Socrates (ii. ^1), pausing at 360, enumerates, after Nicaea : 

i; J? Sf A^a^h I (««"««^ ^^"^ AmoovVu,.. A.D. 341). 

3. The Creed brought to Constans in Gaul by Narcissus and 

other Arians in 34a. 

4. The Creed **sent oy Eudoxjus of Germ an id a into Italy," 

ijt. the •• Macrostich." or '• J^engthy Creed," rejected at 
Milan in 346. 

5. The ist Creed < 



ditional clauses, 351 . 
Ci 



of Sirmium ; »'.«. the Macrostich with a6 ad- 
Res, 351. 

6. The ad Sirmian Creed. The "manifesto;** called by 

Athanasius (Dt Synod, aS) " the blasph-my,** 357. 

7. The 3d Sirmian, or ** dated Creed.** in the consulship of 

Flavins Eusebius and Hypatius, Slay aad, 359. 
S. The Add an Creed of Seleucia, 359. 

9. The Creed of Ariminum adopted at Constantinople, as re- 
vised at Nike. 

> On the authority of the MS. of the tenth century at Paris, 
called by the Ben. Bditors Regiua Secundus^ they read for 
«r«v^trof vatfovf, denying irk« uMaro« to be consistent with the 
style and practice of Basil, who, thev say, never uses the epi- 
thet 4rMr^0iOf of the Spirit. Mr. C. F. Il /Johnston notes that 
St. Basil " always attributes the saving rfncicv of Baptism to 
the presence of the Spirit, and here applies the word to Him." 
In f )5 we have t6 VMr^pcor ^aTT4<rua. 

* i Tim. i. 19. ' i Cor. ii. 6. 



on the Churches.* The terror of universal 
ruin is already imminent, and yet their mu- 
tual rivahy is so unbounded as to bhiiit all 
sense of danger. Individual hatred is of 
more importance than the general and com- 
mon warfare, for men by wliom the immedi- 
ate gratification of ambition is esteemed more 
highly than the rewards that await us in a 
time to come, prefer the glory of getting the 
better of their opponents to securing the 
common welfare of mankind. So all men 
alike, each as best he can, lifl the hand of 
murder against one another. Harsh rises 
the cry of the combatants encountering one 
another in dispute ; already all the Church is 
almost full of the inarticulate screams, tlie 
unintelligible noises, rising from the ceaseless 
agitations that divert the right rule of tlic 
doctrine of true religion, now in the direction 
of excess, now in that of defect. On the one 
hand are they who confound the Persons and 
are carried away into Judaism ; * on the 
other hand are they that, through the oppo- 
sition of the natures, pass into heathenism.' 
Between these opposite parties inspired 
Scripture is powerless to mediate ; the tra- 
ditions of the apostles cannot suggest terms 
of arbitration. Plain speaking is fatal to 
friendship, and disagreement in opinion all 
the ground that is wanted for a quarrel. No 
oaths of confederacy are so efficacious in 
keeping men true to sedition as their likeness 
in error. Every one is a theologue though 
he have his soul branded with more spots 
than can be counted. The result is that 
innovators find a plentiful supply of men 
ripe for faction, while self-appointed scions 
of the house of place-hunters * reject the 
government * of the Holy Spirit and divide 
the chief dignities of the Churches. The in- 
stitutions of the Gospel have now every- 
where been thrown into confusion by want of 
discipline; there is an indescribable pushing 
for the chief places while every self-advertiser 

1 Among the bishops cxik-d durinjs^ the persecution of 
Valens were Mcletius of Antioch. Kusehius of Samosata, 
Pelagius of Laodiceu. and Rarses of Edessa. cf. Theodoret, 
Hist. Ecc. iv. la .tq. cf. Ep. 195. 

* The identification ot an unsound Monarchiani^m with 
Judaism is illustrated in the /*/ Apology of Justin Martyr.' 
e^. in J Ixxxiii. (Reeves' Trnns.). *' The Jews, therefore, for 
maintnming that it was the Father of the Universe who had 
the conference with Moses, when it was tlie very S''n of G"d 
who had it, and who is styled both Anu^el and Apostle, are 

1'ustly accused by the prophetic spirit and Christ Himself, fi'r 
mowin^f neither the Father nor the Son; for they who affirm 
the Son to be the Father are guilty of not knowinir the Father, 
and likewise of being ignorant th»t the Father of the Universe 
has a Son, who, being the Logos and First'beiLfottcn of God, 
is God." 

* i.e. the Arians, whose various ramifications all originated 
in a probably well-meant attempt to reconcile the principles of 
Christianity with what was best in the old philosophy, and a 
failure to see that the ditheism of Arianism was of a piece 
with pol}'thci'«m. 

* The woni <r»row5«ipxi*'n is a comic pntronvmic of <nr>"- 
d«o;Y^«, a place-hunter, occurrin{r in the Acharniam of Aris- 
tophanes, 595. * oiKOVaiLKIt, 
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tries to force himself into iiigh office. The 
result of this lust for orderinsT is that our 
people are in a state of wild confusion for 
lack of being ordered ; ' the exhortations of 
those in authority are rendered wholly pur- 
poseless and void, because there is not a man 
but, out of his ignorant impudence, thinks 
that it is just as much his duty to give orders 
to other people, as it is to obey any one else. 
78. So, since no human voice is strong 
enough to be heard in such a disturbance, I 
reckon silence more profitable than speech, 
for if there is any truth in the words of the 
Preacher, " The words of wise men are 
heard in quiet," * in the present condition of 
things any discussion of them must be any- 
thing but becoming. I am moreover re- 
strained by the Prophet's saying, *' There- 
fore the prudent sHall keep silence in that 
time, for it is an evil time," ' a time when 
some trip up their neighbours' heels, some 
stamp on a man when he is down, and others 
clap their hands with joy, but there is not 
one to feel for the fallen and hold out a help- 
ing hand, although according to the ancient 
law he is not uncondemned, who passes by 
even his enemy's beast of burden fallen under 
his load.* This is not the state of things 
now. Why not? The love of many has 
waxed cold ; * brotherly concord is destroyed, 
the very name of unity is ignored, brotherly 
admonitions are heard no more, nowhere is 
there Christian pity, nowhere falls the tear 
of sympathy. Now there is no one to re- 
ceive '"the weak in faith,"* but mutual 
hatred has blazed so high among fellow 
clansmen that they are more delighted at a 
neighbour's fall than at their own success. 
Just as in a plague, men of the most regular 
lives suffer from the same sickness as the 
rest, because they catch the disease by com- 
munication with the infected, so nowadays 
by the evil rivalry which possesses our souls 
we are carried away to an emulation in 
wickedness, and are all of us each as bad as 
the others. Hence merciless and sour sit the 
judges of the erring; unfeeling and hostile 
are the critics of the well disposed. And to 
such a depth is this evil rooted among us 



• Kccl. ix. 17. 

• Amos V, 13. 



* Ezek. xxiii. 5. 
s Matt. xxiv. I a. 
Rum. xiv. I. 



that we have become more brutish than the 
brutes ; they do at least herd with their fel- 
lows, but our most savage warfare is with our 
own people. 

79. For all these reasons I ought to have 
kept silence, but I was drawn in the other 
direction by love, which '* seeketh not her 
own,"* and desires to overcome every ditfi- 
culty put in her way by time and circum- 
stance. I was taught too by the children at 
Babylon,* that, when there is no one to su|>- 
port the cause of true religion, we ought 
alone and all unaided to do our duty. They 
from out of the midst of the flame lifted up 
their voices in hymns and praise to God, 
recking not of the host that set the truth at 
naught, but sufficient, three only that they 
were, with one another. Wherefore we too 
are undismayed at the cloud of our enemies, 
and, resting our hope on the aid of the Spirit, 
have, with all boldness, proclaimed the truth. 
Had I not so done, it would truly have been 
terrible that the blasphemers of the Spirit 
should so easily be emboldened in their at- 
tack upon true religion, and that we, with 
so mighty an ally and supporter at our side, 
should shrink from the service of that doc- 
trine, which by the tradition of the Fathers 
has been preserved by an unbroken sequence 
of memory to our own day. A further pow- 
erful incentive to my undertaking was the 
warm fervour of your "love unfeigned,"* 
and the seriousness and taciturnity of your 
disposition ; a guarantee that you would not 
publish what I was about to say to all the 
world, — not because it would not be worth 
making known, but to avoid casting pearls 
before swine.* My task is now done. If 
you find what I have said satisfactory, let 
this make an end to our discussion of these 
matters. If you think any point requires 
further elucidation, pray do not hesitate K> 
pursue the investigation with all diligence, 
and to add to your information by putting any 
uncontroversial question. Either through me 
or through others the Lord will grant full 
explanation on matters which have yet to 
be made clear, according to the knowledge 
supplied to the worthy by the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



> I Cor. xiii. 5. 
* Dan. iii. \2itqq» 



> Rom. zii. 9 and a Cor. vi. 6. 
« Matt. vU. 6w 



INTRODUCTION TO THE HEXAEMERON. 



The Hcxaemeron is the title of nine homilies delivered by St. Basil on the cosmo- 
gony of the opening chapters of Genesis. When and where they were delivered is quite 
uncertain. They are Lenten sermons, delivered at both the morning and evening ser- 
vices, and appear to have been listened to by working men. {Horn. iii. i). Some words in 
Horn, viii. have confirmed the opinion that they were preached extempore, in accordance 
with what is believed to have been Basil's ordinary practice.* Internal evidence points in 
the same direction, for though a marked contrast might be expected between the style of a 
work intended to be read^ like the Dc Spiritu Sancto^ and that of orations to be spoken 
in public, the Hcxaemeron shews signs of being an unwritten composition. 

In earlier ages it was the most celebrated and admiied of BasiTs works. Photius 
(Migne, Pat. Gr. cxli) puts it first of all, and speaks warmly of its eloquence and force. 
As an example of oratory he would rank it with the works of Plato and Demosthenes. 

Suidas singles it out for special praise. Jerome {De Viris 11 lust.') among Basil's works 
names only the Hcxaemeron^ the Dc Sp. Scio^ and the treatise Contra Eunomium. 

That Basil's friends should think highly of it is only what might be expected. 
•'Whenever I take his Hcxaemeron in hand," says Gregory of Nazianzus, {Orat, xliii. 
67) " and quote its words, I am brought face to face with my Creator : I begin to under- 
stand the method of creation : I feel more awe than ever I did before, when I only looked 
at God's work with my eyes." 

Basil's brother Gregory, in the Prooemium to his own Hcxaemeron^ speaks in exagger- 
ated terms of Basil's work as inspired, and as being, in his opinion, as admirable as that of 
Moses. 

The Hcxaemeron of Ambrose is rather an imitation than a translation or adaptation 
of that of Basil. Basil's Hcxaemeron was translated into Latin by Eustathius Afer 
(c. A.D. 440) and is said to have been also translated by Dionysius Exiguus, the Scythian 
monk of the 6th C. to whom is due our custom of dating: from the Saviour's birth. 

More immediately interesting to English readers is the Anglo-Saxon abbreviation at- 
tributed to yElfric, Abbot of St. Albans in 969, and by some identified with the yElfric 
who was Archbishop of Canterbury from 996 to 1006. This is extant in a MS. numbered 
Junius 33 in the Bodleian Library, and was collated with the MS. Jun. 47 in the same, a 
transcript of a MS. in the Hatton Collection, by the Rev. Henry W. Norman for his 
edition and translation published in 184S. It is nowhere a literal translation, but combines 
with the thoughts of St. Basil extracts from the Commentary upon Genesis of the Vener- 
able Bade, as well as original mattei:. It is entitled 

STI Basilii Exameron, S.et Is Be Godes Six Daga Weorcvm. 

" L'Hexamdron," writes Fialon, " est Texplication de I'ceuvre des six jours, explication 
souvent tent^e avant et apr^s Saint Basile. ' II n'est personne parmi les hommes, disait 
Th^ophile d'Antioche au deuxieme siecle, qui puisse dignement faire le r^cit et exposer 
toute I'ecomomie de I'oDUvre des six jours; eut il mille bouches et mille langues. . . 
Beaucoup d'^crivains ont tent6 ce recit ; ils ont pris pour sujet, les uns la creation dn 
monde, les autres I'origine de I'homme, et peut-etre n'ont ils pas fait jaillir une ^tincdle 
qui fut digpie de la v6ritd.'* Nous ne pouvons savoir ceque fut I'Hexam^ron de Saint Hip- 
polyte et nous ne savons guere qu'une chose de celui d'Origene : c'est qu'il d^naturait 
completement le r^cit mosaVque et n'y voyait que des allegories. L'Hexamdron de Saint 
Basile, par la puretd de Li doctrine et la beaut6 du style, fit disparaitre tous ceux qui 
Tavaient pr6c6<16."* So, too, bishop Fessler. '* Sapienter, pie, et admodum eloquenter 

a cf. Rufiou* ii. 9. > Thcophilus of Antioch, it. Ad Autoiycmm. 9 ttudt sur St, BasiU, 396. 

5» 
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istae liomiliaB confectae sunt; quaedam explicationes physicae profecto juxta placita scientiae 
illiiis aetatis dijudicandae sunt." * On the other hand the prominence of the *' scientise illius 
a^tatis " is probably the reason why the Hexaemeron has received from adverse critics less 
favour than it deserves. " Diese letztern," i,e, the Homilies in question, says Bohringer, 
'• erlangten im Alterthum eineganz unverdienteBeriihmtheit. . . . Die Art, wie Basil 
seine Aufgabe loste, ist diese ; er nimmt die mosaische Erzahlung von der Schopfung Vers 
fiir Vers vor, erklart sie von dem naturhistorischen Standpunkt seiner Zeit aus, wobei er 
Gelegenheit nimmt, die Ansichten der griechischen Philosophen von der Weltschopfung 
u. 8. w. zu widerlegen, und schliesstdann mit moralischer und religioser Nutzandwendurg, 
um den Stoff auch fiir Geist und Herz seiner Zuhdrer fruchtbar zu machen. Es bniutht 
indess kaum bemerkt zu werden, dass vom natui*wissenschafllichen wie exegetischen 
Standpunkt unserer Zeit rliese Arbeit wenig Werth mehr hat." The Ihrce Cappado- 
cianss p. 6i. But in truth the fact that Basil is not ahead of the science of his time is not 
to his discredit. It is to his credit that he is abreast with it; and this, with the exception 
of his geography, he appears to be. Of him we may say, as Bp. Lightfoot writes of St. 
Clement, in connexion with the crucial instance of the Phoenix, '* it appears that he is 
not more credulous than the most learned and intelligent heathen writers of the precech'ng 
and following generations." He reads the Book of Genesis in the light of the scientific 
knowledge of his age, and in the amplification and illustration of Holy Scripture by the 
supposed aid of this supposed knowledge, neither he nor his age stands alone. Later cen- 
turies may possibly not accept all the science of the XlXth. 



HOMILY I. 

In the Beginning God made the Heaven and the 

Earth. 

I. It is right that any one beginning to 
narrate the fo relation of the world should 
begin with the good order which reigns in 
visible things. I am about to speak of the 
creation of heaven and earth, which was not 
spontaneous, as some have imaginied, but 
drew its origin from God. What ear is 
worthy to hear such a tale ? Hqw earnestly 
the soul should prepare itself to receive sucn 
high lessons 1 How pure it should be from 
carnal affections, how unclouded by worldly 
disquietudes, how active and ardent in its 
researches, how eager to find in its surround- 
ings an idea of God which mav be worthy 
of Him! 

But before weighing the justice of these 
remarks, before examining all the sense con- 
tained in these few words, let us see who 
addresses them to us. Because, if the weak- 
ness of our intelligence does not allow us to 
penetrate the depth of the thoughts of the 
writer, yet we shall be involuntarily drawn 
to give faith to his words by the force of his 
authority. Now it is Moses who has com- 
posed this history ; Moses, who, when still 
at the breast, is described as exceeding fair ;^ 
Moses, whom the daughter of Pharaoh adopt- 
ed ; who received from her a royal education, 
im I who had for his teachers the wise men 
of Es^ypt ; ' Moses, who disdained the pomp 
of royalty, and, to share the humble condi- 



tion of his compatriots, preferred to be per- 
secuted with tlie people of God rather than 
to enjoy the fleeting delights of sin ; Moses, 
who received from nature such a love of jus- 
tice that, even before the leadership of the 
people of God was committed to him, he 
was impelled, by a natural horror of evil, 
to pursue malefactors even to the p>oint of 
punishing them by death ; Moses, who, ban- 
ished by those whose benefactor he had 
been, hastened to escape from the tumults of 
Egypt and took refuge in Ethiopia, living 
there far from former pursuits, and passing 
forty years in the contemplation of nature ; 
Moses, finally, who, at the age of eighty, saw 
God, as far as it is possible for man to see 
Him ; or rather as it had not previously been 
granted to man to see Him, according to the 
testimony of God Himself, ** If there be a 
prophet among you, I the Lord will make 
myself known unto him in a vision, and will 
speak unto him in a dream. My servant 
Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine 
house, with him will I speak mouth to 
mouth, even apparently and not in dark 
speeches." * It is this man, whom God judged 
worthy to behold Him, face to face, like the 
angels, who imparts to us what he has 
learnt from God. Let us listen then to these 
words of truth written without the help of 
the "enticing words of man's wisdom"* by 
the dictation of the Holy Spirit ; words des- 
tined to produce not the applause of those 
who hear them, but the salvation of those 
who are instructed by tFiem. 



•Arts vii.a^ A.V. 



> Tntt. Pat.t Hd. I). Jungmann 1S90. -.-»< ».3 *ii. • -. ^«. - . 

» ef, Joseph, ii. x. a. So Justin M., Cohort, a4 g*nt,^ Philo, K//. Mova^ and Clem. Al., Strom, I. 

« Num. xii. 6, 7, 8. «iCur. ii.4. 



Vide Flalon, Et, Hist, 30a. 
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2. ** In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth." ' I stop struck with 
admiration at this thought. What shall I 
first say? Where shall I begin my story? 
Shall I show forth the vanity of the Gentiles? 
Shall I exalt the tinith of our faith? The 
philosophers of Greece have made much ado 
to explain nature, and not one of tlieir sys- 
tems has remained firm and unshaken, each 
being overturned by its successor. It is vain 
to refute them ; they are sufficient in them- 
selves to destroy one another. Those who 
were too ignorant to rise to a knowledge of 
a God, could not allow that an intelligent 
cause presided at the birth of the Universe ; 
a prtmaiy error that involved them in sad 
consequences. Some had recourse to ma- 
terial principles and attributed the origin of 
the Universe* to the elements of the world. 
Others imagined that atoms/ and indivisible 
bodies, molecules and ducts, form, by their 
union, the nature of the visible world. Atoms 
reuniting or separating, produce births and 
deaths and the most durable bodies only owe 
their consistency to the strength of their 
mutual adhesion : a true spider's web woven 
by these writers who give to heaven, to earth, 
and to sea so weak an origin and so little con- 
sistency ! It is because they knew not how 
to say '* In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth." Deceived by their 
inherent atheism it appeared to them that 
nothing governed or ruled the universe, and 
that was all was given up to chance.* To 
guard us against this error the writer on the 
creation, from the very first words, enlight- 
ens our understanding with the name of 
God ; *' In the beginning God created." 
What a glorious order! He first estab- 
lishes a beginning, so that it might not be 
supposed that the world never had a begin- 
ning. Then he adds "Created" to show 
that that which was made was a very small 
part of the power of the Creator. In the 
same way that the potter, after having made 



> Gen. i. i. 

> €f, note on Letter vHl. on the 9roix«<a or elements which 
the Ionian philosophers made the apxa^ of the universe. Vide 
Plato, Lfgjif' x* f 4 and Arist., M*t» \.x. 

* Posidonius the Stoic names Moschus, or Mnchus of 
Sidon, as the originator of the atomic theory " before the 
Trojan period.** Vid* Strai>o, xvi. 757. But the most famous 
Atomists, Leucippus and Democritus of Abdera, in the 5th c. 
K.C.« arose in opposition to the Eleatic school, and were fol- 
l'>wed in the 3d by Epicurus. Vide Dioff. Laert. ix. § 30. xq, 
;tnd Cicero, /V Nat. Dear. i. 34-26. hla enim jlagitia Demo- 
criti, »ive etiam ante Leucippi, esse corpuscuia queedam itti'ia^ 
alia aitpera, rotunda aiiot partim aulem angnlata^ cnn^ala 
qtueJam, tt quasi adunca ; ex his effectum esse caelum at^ne 
terram^ nulla co^fente natura, sed concursu quodam fortuito. 
Atqui,gi kaec Democritea non audisset^qufj audierat f quid 
est in pkfsicis Epicuri non a Democrito f Nam, fl^i quadam 
eommodavit, ut^ quod paulo ante de inclinatione atomorum 
dixj : tamen fderaqne dixit eaiem ; ntomos. inane, imagines ^ 
inHiiitttem tneorum, innumerahilitatemque mundorum eorum 
pftu s. interftuM. omnia fere, qnihus natura ratio continetur, 

*cf. the Fortuna guheman* of Lucretius (v. loS). 



with equul pains a great number of vessels, 
has not exhausted either his art or his 
talent; thus the Maker of the Universe, 
whose creative power, far from being bounded 
by one world, could extend to the infinite, 
needed only the impulse of His will to bring 
tlie immensities of the visible world into 
being. If then the world has a beginning, 
and if it has been created, enquire who gave 
it this beginning, and who was the Creator: 
or rather, in the fear that human reasonings 
may make you wander from the truth, Moses 
has anticipated enquiry by engraving in our 
hearts, as a seal and a safeguard, the awful 
name of God: "In the beginning God 
created " — It is He, beneficent Nature, Good- 
ness without measure, a worthy object of 
love for all beings endowed with reason, the 
beauty the most to be desired, the origin of 
all that exists, the source of life, intellectual 
light, impenetrable wisdom, it is He who 
" in the beginning created heaven and earth." 
3. Do not then imagine, O man ! that the 
visible world is without a beginning; and 
because the celestial bodies move in a circu- 
lar course, and it is difficult for our senses to 
define the point where the circle begins, do 
not believe that bodies impelled by a circular 
movement are, from their nature, without a 
beginning. Without doubt the circle (I mean 
the plane figure described by a single line) is 
beyond our perception, and it is impossible 
for us to find out where it begins or where it 
ends ; but we ought not on this account to 
believe it to be without a beginning. Al- 
though we are not sensible of it, it really 
begins at some point where the draughtsman 
has begun to draw it at a certain radius from 
the centre.* Thus seeing that figures which 
move in a circle always return upon them- 
selves, without for a single instant interrupt- 
ing the regularity of their course, do not 
vainly imagine to yourselves that the world 
has neither beginning nor end. *'For the 
fashion of this world passeth away " * and 
'* Heaven and earth shall pass away." * The 
dogmas of the end, and of the renewing of the 
world, are announced beforehand in these 
short words put at the head of the inspired 
history. *' In the beginning Goil made." 
That which was begun in time is condemned 
to come to an end in time. If there has been 
a beginning do not doubt of the end.* Of 
what use then are geometry — the calcula- 
tions of arithmetic — the study of solids and 

jPinlon refers to Aristotle ( t>e Ccelo. i. 5) on the non-infini. 
tude uf the circle. 'l*he conclusion is'Ori tiiv ovv rh kvkK^ 
Ki.vovii.tvov OVK iartv arcAfvrijTOv ovd' aircipoi', aAA' cx<i rcAof, 
4>a.vtp6v, 

• 1 Cor. vii. ^1. ' Matt. xxiv. 35. 

^cf. Arist. JJe Caelo, i. la, 10 AriAov 5* an xol ci ytrtfrbv if 
^9aprtfi>, ovK aiSiOv, 
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far-famed astronomy, this laborious vanity, if 
those who pursue them imagine that this visi- 
ble worhl is co-etemal with the Creator of all 
things, with God Himself; if they attribute 
to this limited world, which has a material 
body, the same glory as to the incomprehen- 
sible and invisible nature; if they cannot con- 
ceive that a whole, of which the parts are 
subject to corruption and change, must of 
necessity end by itself submitting to the fate 
of its parts? But they have become " vain 
in their imaginations and their foolish heart 
was darkened. Professing themselves to be 
wise, they became fools." * Some have af- 
firmed that heaven co-exists with God from 
all eternity;* others that it is God Himself 
without beginning or end, and the cause of 
the paiticular arrangement of all things.' 

4. One day, doubtless, their terrible con- 
demnation will be the greater for all this 
worldly wisdom, since, seeing so clearly into 
vam sciences, they have wilfully shut their 
eyes to the knowledge of the truth. These 
men who measure the distances of the stare 
and describe them, both those of the North, 
always sliining brilliantly in out view, and 
those of the southern pole visible to the 
inhabitants of the South, but unknown to us ; 
who divide the Northern zone and the circle 
of the Zodiac into an infinity of parts, who 
observe with exactitude the course of the 
stars, their fixed places, their declensions, 
their return and the time that each takes to 
make its revolution ; these men, I say, have 
discovered all except one thing: the fact that 
God is the Creator of the universe, and the 
just Judge who rewards all the actions of 
life according to their merit. They have not 
known how to raise themselves to the idea 
of the consummation of all things, the con- 
sequence of the doctrine of judgment, and to 
see that the world must change if souls pass 
from this life to a new life. In reality, as the 
nature of the present life presents an afifinity 
to this world, so in the future life our souls 
will enjoy a lot conformable to their new 
condition. But they are so far from apply- 
ing these truths, that they do but laugh when 

> Rom. i. ai, aa. 

s Arif t., Dt Ccelo. ii. 1. 1. calls it clf $uu aUw^, cf. Uie eod of 
the T*im€t»$. 

> cf, Cic, De Mat. Deo, i. 14, " Cleanthes '* (of Assos, c. 364 
B.C., a disciple of Zeno) ** autem turn ipsum mundnm Dfum 
dicit esse ; turn totitts natnree menti atqme animo tribuii hoc 
nomen ; turn ultimum. et j/itssi'mum, atqme undique circum' 
fufum^ et extremuiM ^ omnia cingentem atque complexum^ 
ardoretHt qui at her nominetur^ certissimum Deum Judical " 
and id. 15, ^^Chrysippus*" (of Tarsus, f c. aia B.C.). . . 
" ipsum mundum Ueum dicit esse,** Vet the Hymn of Ciean- 
thes (apud Stohoeitm) be(pns: 

Ki/JKyr* a0aya.Ttav, iroAvwvofif, vayicpar«( atci, 

Zevf , «^vTCtti9 ioxTfyi, v6fiov /uiera wayra Kvfitpyoty. 

cf. Orig., V. Celsum V. v^^Sh 3i| rhv oko¥ koctuok r*EAAi}v«0 

A{yov<riy clyai 0«dK, Srcaixoi iniv rhv w/mtov , ot 6* anb nAarwKtK 

thy 6*vnpo¥, nm 6* avTMr rbv rpirov; and Athan., De Incam, 



we announce to them the end of all things 
and the regeneration of the age. Since the 
beginning naturally precedes that which is 
derived from it, the writer, of necessity, 
when speaking to us of things which had 
their origin in time, puts at the head of his 
narrative these words — "In the beginning 
God created." 

5. It appears, indeed, that even before 
this world an order of things * existed of 
which our mind can form an idea, but of 
which we can say nothing, because it is too 
lofty a subject for men who are but begin- 
ners and are still babes in knowledge. The 
birth of the world was preceded by a condi- 
tion of things suitable for the exercise of su- 
pernatural powers, outstripping the limits of 
time, eternal and infinite. The Creator and 
Demiurge of the universe perfected His works 
in it, spiritual light for the happiness of all 
who love the Lord, intellectual and invisible 
natures, all the orderly arrangement * of pure 
intelligences who are beyond the reach of 
our mind and of whom we cannot even dis- 
cover the names. They fill the essence of 
this invisible world, as Paul teaches us. 
" For by him were all things created that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible whether they be thrones or do- 
minions or principalities or powers " * or 
viitjes or hosts of angels or the dignities of 
archangels. To this world at last it was 
necessary to add a new world, both a 
school and training place where the souls 
of men should be taught and a home for 
beings destined to be born and to die. Thus 
was created, of a nature analogous to that 
of this world and the animals and plants 
which live thereon, the succession of time, 
for ever pressing on and passing away 
and never stopping in its course. Is not 
this the nature of time, where the past is 
no more, the future does not exist, and the 
present escapes before being recognised? 
And such also is the nature of the creature 
which lives in time, — condemned to grow or 
to perish without rest and without ceitain sta- 
bility. It is therefore fit that the bodies of 
animals and plants, obliged to follow a sort of 
current, and carried away by the motion which 
leads them to birth or to death, should live 
in the midst of surroundings whose nature is 
in accord with beings subject to change.* 

» cf. Origen, De Principits^ ii. i, 3. 

s dta«o /M<icK. cf. Arist., Met, 1. 5, a. 

>Col.i. 16. 

^cj, Plato, Timmus, § 14. XP^yff^ &' oZp utt* ovftavov yeyovey 
lya oftM ytyyrfitvrts ama tai Av9'o<rii', &¥ irort XvxrtK Tt« airrStv 
Y^ymfroi teal icarit rb vapa5«tyu,a r^r a'lMviaf ^v<r«Mf ti', •»« hutft6' 
rarof avr(^ card ^VKafiif li}. Fialnn (p. 311) quotes Cnuf^in's 
translation at ereater leng^th, and refers also to Plotinus, £mm. 
Il.vii. lo-ii. ^he parallel transitoriness of time and thi>n^s 
has become the commonplace of poets. '* Jmmortalia^ me 

» 
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Thus the writer who wisely tells us of the 
birth of the Universe does not fail to put 
these words at the head of the narrative. 
*• In the beginnin*^ God created;'* that is to 
say, in the beginning of time. Therefore, 
if he makes the world appear in the begin- 
ning, it is not a proof that its biith has pre- 
ceded that of all other things that were made. 
He only wishes to tell us that, after the in- 
visible and intellectual world, the visible 
.i^orld, the world of the senses, began to 

^ /exist. 

V The first movement is called beginning. 
*^ To do right is the beginning of the good 
way." ' Just actions arc truly the first steps 
towards a happy life. Again, we call " be- 
ginning •* the essential and first part from 
which a thing proceeds, such as the foundation 
of a house, the keel of a vessel ; it is in this 
sense that it is said, '* The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom," * that is to say 
that piety is, as it were, the groundwork 
and foundation of perfection. Art is also 
the beginning of the works of artists, the 
skill of Bezaleel began the adornment of the 
tabernacle.' Often even tlic good which is 
the final cause is the beginning of actions. 
Thus the approbation of God is the begin- 
ning of almsgiving, and the end laid up 
for us in the promises the beginning of all 
virtuous efforts. 

6. Such being the different senses of the 
word beginning, see if we have not all 
the meanings here. You may know the 
epoch when the formation of this world 
began, if, ascending into the past, you en- 
deavour to discover the first day. You will 
thus find what was the first movement of 
time ; then that the creation of the heavens 
and of the earth were like the foundation 
and the groundwork, and afterwards that an 
intelligent reason, as the word beginning in- 
dicates, presided in the order of visible 
things.* You will finally discover that the 
world was not conceived by chance and 
without reason, but for an useful end and for 
the great .advantage of all beings, since 
it is really the school where reasonable souls 

»Pfre9 momet annus et almum ^ua rapit kora diem^** Ilor., 
Carm. iv. 7. 

» Prov. xvi. 5, LXX. > Prov. ix. 10. 

* i/. Arift., Jiei. iv. i. 'Apx^? ^ M^*' AcycToi oStv av ri rov 
vpa-y.u4tro« «iin)#etiy frpwrof* oioi' rov ^ificovf, icat 66ov , . . ii Si 
b#cr or KoAAurra itcwrrov yivotro * olov icat /uia0if<r«af , ovx awh rov 
vp^rov cat r^ rov vpay/uiarof ^px^f cki'otc iftKriov, oAA' o$«v 
Pf-rr' ar fiiOoif n M, oStv vpttrov yiycrai iwwapxovros ' olo¥ its 
vAoi'ov Tpowif, icat otiriaf BtttiXio^, 

« In the Homily nf Origen extant in the Latin of Rufinus 
(Mign« Pat. Gr. xii. 146) kp\i\ is used of the Divine Word. 
^^ im principio, Suod est omninm principium nixi Oominus 
nosier CkrUtms lestts f . , , In hoc ergoprincipio^ hoc est in 
Verbo smo, Dtus caelum tt terram /ecitS* An interpretation 
of John viii. 25. ri|i' ap-ffyv or» «cal AoAw iii^tv widely prevalent at 
all events in the Latin church, was ** Initium quod et loquor 
vobi9 ; " '* I am the Bet;inning, that which I am even saying 
tojott.** See note to Sp, Comment, on John viii. ad fin. 



exercise themselves, the training giound 
where they learn to know God ; since by 
the sight of visible and sensible things the 
mind is led, as by a hand, to the contem- 
plation of invisible things. '' For,** as the 
Apostle says, ** the invisible things of him 
from the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that 
are made." ' Perhaps these words '* In the 
be^jinning God created " signify the rapid 
and imperceptible moment of creation. The 
beginning, in efl'ect, is indivisible and in- 
stantaneous. The beginning of the road is 
not yet the road, and that of the house is 
not yet the house; so the beginning of time 
is not yet time and not even the least par- 
ticle of it. If some objector tell us that the 
beginning is a lime, he ought then, as he 
knows wtll, to submit it to the division of 
time — a beginning, a middle and an end. 
Now it is ridiculous to imagine a beginning 
of a beginning. Further, if we divide the 
beginning into two, we make two instead of 
one, or rather make several, we really make 
an infinity, for all that which is divided is 
divisible to the infinite.* Thus then, if it is 
said, ** In the beginning God created," it is 
to teach us that at the will of God the world 
arose in less than an instant, and it is to 
convey this meaning more clearly that other 
interpreters have said : '* God made summa- 
rily *' that is to say all at once and in a 
moment.* But enough concerning the be- 
ginning, if only to put a few points out of 
many. 

7. Among arts, some have in view pro- 
duction, some practice, others theory.* The 
object of the last is the exercise of thought, 
that ot* the second, the motion of the body. 
Should it cease, all stops ; nothing more is 
to be seen. Thus dancing and music have 
nothing behind; they have no object bu4 
themselves. In creative arts on the con- 
trary the work lasts after the operation. 
Such is architecture — such are the arts 
which work in wood and brass and weav- 
ing, all those indeed which, even when the 
artisan has disappeared, serve to show an 
industrious intelligence and to cause the 
architect, the worker in brass or the weaver, 
to be admired on account of his work. 
Thus, then, to show that the world is a 
work of art displayed for the beholding of 
all people ; to make them know Him who 

1 Rom. i. 30. 

> On the incnjiceivnbility either of an absolute minimum of 
space or of its infinite divisibility, cf. Sir VVui. Hamilton, Met, 
ii. 371. 

^ Aquihi's version in the Hexapla of Origen for ec apxw ^^^ 
kv Kct^aAaitp Cfcritrt f. 

* 1} airoura diai'Oia % rpoxruci} ^ s-oiifrueii ^ ^wpi)riicij. Ari&t., 
Met, V. i. 
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created it, Moses does not use another word. 
*' In the beginning," he siiys *'God cre- 
ated." He does not say '* God worked," 
** God formed," but '* God created." Amons: 
those who have imagined that the world 
co-existed with God from all eternity, many 
have denied that it was created by God, but 
Ray that it exists spontaneously, as the 
shadow of this power. God, they say, is 
the cause of it, but an involuntary cause, as 
the body is the cause of the shadow and the 
flame is the cause of the brightness.' It is 
to correct this error that the prophet states, 
with so much precision, *' In the beginning 
God created." He did not make the thing 
itself the cause of its existence.* Being 
good. He made it an useful work. Being 
wise. He made it everything that was most 
beautiful. Being powerful He made it very 
great.' Moses almost shows us the finger 
of the supreme artisan taking possession of 
the substance of the universe, forming the 
diflerent parts in one perfect accord, and 
making a harmonious symphony result from 
the whole.* 

*' In the beginning God made heaven and 
earth." By naming tlie two extremes, he 
suggests the substance of the whole world, 
according to heaven the privilege of senior- 
ity, and putting earth in the second rank. 
All intermediate beings were created at the 
same time as the extremities. Thus, al- 
though there is no mention of the elements, 
fire, water and air,* imagine that they were 
all compounded together, and you will find 
water, air and fire, in the earth. For fire 
leaps out from stones; iron which is dug 
from the earth produces under friction fire 
in plentiful measure. A marvellous fact ! 
Fire shut up in bodies lurks there hidden 
without harming them, but no sooner is it re- 
leased than it consumes that which has hither- 
to presei*ved it. The earth contains water, 
as diggers of wells teach us. It contains 

» •* The one and Ihe perfect continually overflows, and from 
it Beinj^, Reason, and Lite are perpetually derived, without 
deducting anything from its substance, inasmuch as it is 
simple in *ts nsiturc, and not, like matter, compound. (Ehu. 
vi. ix. 9.} This derivation of all things from unity does not 
resemble creation, which has reference to time, but takes place 
purely in conformity with the principles of causality and 
order, without volition, l>ecausc to will \9 to chantre. \£tttt. 
iv. c, i. 6.) " Tennemunn on Plotiniis, //i.</. Pki/. § 307. 

'The Ben. note is ** neque idipstum in causa fait cur esttet^ 
hoc estf nam res caca, non res coacta, non res invite et tretter 
"volnntatem ag^ens in xausa fuit cur mnndus exstiterit. Hoc 
iffitur dicit oasilius Oeum at iter agere atque corpora opaca 
ant lucida. Nam corf'is producit umbram vi atque nrcessi 
tate, nee iiberius agit corpus lucidum : Dens vera omnia 
nntu conceit et voluntate. lilud inoiritrtVt etc.. alio modo in- 
teliexit el interprelatus est Eustatkius. Illius suhjicimus 
verba : non causam preestitit ut esset solttm, sed fecit ut bonus 
utilem.*' 

* cf. Plat., Tim. § 10. 'Ayatfbf Vi ayo^ip i< ovStif ircpl ov2rvi>f 
ovjc'irore cyyiyfrrai ^tfofov , rourov V eicrbf mi' iraKra ori /ui«Ai<rra 
ytyiaOai i8ov\^6if iraoairATJo-ia tavrw. 

* c/. Huxley, Lay Sermons, xii. p. aS6, on the " delicate 
fingrr " of the " hirfden artist" in the changes in an egg. 

^ c/. note on Letter viii. 



air too, as is shown by the vapours that 
it exhales under the sun's warmth * when it 
is damp. Now, as according to their nature, 
heaven occupies the higher and earth the 
lower position in space, (one sees, in fact, 
that all which is light ascends towards 
heaven, and heavy substances fall to the 
ground) ; as therefore height and depth are 
the points the most opposed to each other it 
is enough to mention the most distant parts 
to signify the inclusion of all which fills up 
intervening space. Do not ask, then, for 
an enumeration of all the elements; guess, 
from what Holy Scripture indicates, all that 
is passed over in silence. 

8. '* In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth." If we were to wish to 
discover the essence of each of the beings 
which are offered for our contemplation, or 
come under our senses, we should be drawn 
away into long digressions, and the solution 
of the problem would require more words 
than I possess, to examine fully the matter. 
To spend time on such points would not prove 
to be to the edification of the Church. Upon 
the essence of the heavens we are contented 
with what Isaiah says, for, in simple language, 
he gives us sufficient idea of their nature, 
" The heaven was made like smoke,"* that 
is to say, He created a subtle substance, 
without solidity or density, from which to 
form the heavens. As to the form of them 
we also content ourselves with the language 
of the same prophet, when praising God 
'• that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain 
and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell 
in." ' In the same way, as concerns the 
earth, let us resolve not to torment ourselves 
by trying to find out its essence, not to tire 
our reason by seeking for the substance 
which it conceals. Do not let us seek for any 
nature devoid of qualities by the conditions 
of its existence, but let us know that all the 
phenomena with which we see it clothed 
regard the conditions of its existence and com- 
plete its essence. Try to take away by reason 
each of the qualities it possessor, and you 
will arrive at nothing. Take away black, 
cold, weight, density, the qualities which 
concern taste, in one word all these which 
we see in it, and the substance vanishes.* 

1 ^a^\v M irGp xol aepa ical v6wp ytyi^<rtfai i^ aAXijAMv Kit 
cica(rTor iv iicenmit virapyeii' rourutv 6vvd.UL9i, Arist., Meteor, i. 3. 

s Isa. li. 6, LXX. * Isa. xl. 23, LXX. 

* Fialon points to the coincidence with Arist., Met. vit. 3. 
'AAAlt \ky{v a^otpov^cVou ^i}«ovf koa vAarovf jccu /Satfovf, ovh^v 
OfMfitv viroAeivo^cyoK nkiiv ei ri c<rri rb bptCoft-tyov vwb rovratv, i^vr* 
"vnv vAi|y at^dyieif ^aivtvBai ikovrfv ov<ria.v ovrw cncoirov/uttvoif. Ac'ya* 
6* vXilv 71 KaS^ awrijy M*?r€ ri, /*iJt« wotrbv, H^t^t* oAAo lArfSiyKeytrtu 
olf MpioTOi rb OK * C7ri yAp ri Ka6* oiKartiyoptlTai rovrttv cKcurro**, 
(p rb tlvai (Tcpoy, «cal rwK icaniyopwv ^irditrn}. TA /uirv yftp oAAa 
rrf^ ovcriaf fcanfYopcirai * avn| M, r»f vAi)«. *0<rrc rh itrxarov^ 
Ko^* ai/rb ovrc ri, ovrc woahv, ovr« «AAo ov6iv imxv • ov8c 6k *^ 
airo^^veif. 
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If I ask you to leave these vain questions, 
I will not expect you to try and iind out the 
earth's point of support. The mind would 
reel on beholding its reasonings losing them- 
selves without end. Do you say that the 
earth reposes on a bed of air?* How, 
then, can this sofl substance, without 
consistency, resist the enormous weight 
which presses upon it? How is it that it 
does not slip away in all directions, to avoid 
the sinking weight, and to spread itself over 
the mass which overwhelms it? Do you 
suppose that water is the foundation of the 
earth?* You will then always have to ask 
yourself how it is that so heavy and opaque 
a body does not pass through the water ; how 
a mass of such a weight is held up by a 
nature weaker than itself. Then you must 
seek a base for the waters, and you will be 
in much difficulty to say upon what the 
water itself rests. 

9. Do you suppose that a heavier body 
prevents the .earth from falling into the 
abyss? Then you must consider that this 
support needs itself a support to prevent it 
from falling. Can we imagine one? Our 
reason again demands yet another support, 
and thus we shall fall into the infinite, always 
imagining a base for the base which vvc have 
already found.' And the further we advance 
in this reasoning the greater force wc are 
obliged to give to this base, so that it may be 
able to support all the mass weighing upon 
it. Put then a limit to your thought, so that 
your curiosity in investigating the incompre- 
hensible may not incur the reproaches of 
Job, and you be not asked by him, '* Where- 
upon are the foundations thereof fastened ?*' * 
If ever you hear in the Psalms, " I bear up 
the pillars of it ;" * see in these pillars the 
f>ower which sustains it. Because what 
means this other passage, " He hath 
founded it upon the sea,"* if not that the 
water is spread all around the earth ? How 
then can water, the fluid element which flows 
down every declivity, remain suspended 
without ever flowing? You do not reflect 
that the idea of the earth suspended by it- 
self throws your reason into a like but even 
greater difficulty, since from its nature it is 

1 cf. Arise, Dt Ceelo, H. 13* 16. 'Ava^i/icmTf 5^ irai 'kva^ayo 
pxi nat 2knti6tcpiroi to wKdros oItiok tlvai ^a<ri rov fiivtiy avr^i* ' 
ov yA3 riitptiv aAA' ciris-M/uiari^cii' (covers like a lid) r'ov iipa 
rbf ^a.Tt»0tv, onep 4>aiv«rai rA vAdrtK cxofra ritv votfjiaTuty rroieiv, 

• The theory of Thnles. cf. note on Letter \V\\- a Hnd Arist., 
De Cnlo. ii. 13, 13, where he speaks of Thales describing the 
earth floating liktt wood on water. 

»</. Arist., Df Ctelo. ii. 13 (Grote's tr.) : "The Kolophonian 
Xcoophanes afiiriiied tbiit the lower depths of the earth were 
rooted dovmwird^- tn infinity, in order to escape the trouble' 
some obligation of looking tor a reason why it remained sta. 
ti'*nary.'* To thit> Empedokles objected, and suggested 
vKl'HTity of rotation for the cause of the earth's maintaining its 
position 

« Ju.1 xzxviii. 6. * Ps. Ixxv. 3, • Ps. zxiv. a. 



heavier. But let us admit that the earth 
rests upon itself, or let us say that it rides oii 
the waters, we must still remain faithful to 
thought of true religion and recognise that 
all is sustained by the Creator's power. Let 
us then reply to ourselves, and let us reply 
to those who ask us upon what support this 
enormous mass rests, *' In His hands are the 
ends of the earth." * It is a doctrine as in- 
fallible for our own information as profitable 
for our hearers. 

10. There are inquirers into nature* who 
with a great display of words give reasons 
for the immobility of the earth. Placed, they 
say, in the middle of the universe and not 
beinjr able to incline more to one side than 
the other because its centre is everywhere 
the same distance from the surface, it neces- 
sarily rests upon itself; since a weight which 
is everywhere equal cannot lean to either 
side. It is not, they go on, without reason 
or by chance that the earth occupies the 
centre of the universe. It is its natural and 
necessary position. As the celestial body 
occupies the higher extremity of space all 
heavy bodies, they argue, that we may sup- 
pose to have fallen from these high regions, 
will be crirried from all directions to the 
centre, anJ the point towards which the 
parts are tending will evidently be the one to 
which the whole mass will be thrust together. 
If stones, wood, all terrestrial bodies, fall from 
above downwards, this must be the proper 
and natural place of the whole earth. If, 
on the contrary, a light body is separated 
from the centre, it is evident that it will 
ascend towards the higher regions. Thus 
heavy bodies move from the top to the bot- 
tom, and following this reasoning, the bot- 
tom is none other than the centre of the 
world. Do not then be surprised that the 
world never falls : it occupies the centre of 
the universe, its natural place. By all 
necessity it is obliged to remain in its place,' 
unless a movement contrary to nature should 
displace it.* If there is anything in this 
system which might appear probable to you, 
keep your admiration for the source of such 
perfect order, for the wisdom of God. Grand 
phenomena do not strike us the less when 
we have discovered something of their 
wonderful mechanism. Is it otherwise here ? 
At all events let us pr-^fer the simplicity of 
faith to the demonstrations of reason. 

1 1. We might say the same thing of the 

> Ps. xcv. 4, LXX. 

> oi (itv<TiKo\ was the name given to the Ionic and other phi- 
losophers who preceded Socrates. Lucian {Ner. 4) culls 

• cf. De Caelo. ii. 14, 4. 'En V y\ ^opA r'iiv fiopitav Ka\ oAtj^ 
aitrrii i| katA ^vvty eirt rb iiivov rou iravrof cVrif, £(& tovto yOip 
not rvyxoMti Ktifiiyii vvv cvi rov iccKrpov. 
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heavens. With what a noise of words the sages 
of this world have discussed their nature ! 
Some have said that heaven is composed of 
four elements as being tangible and visible, and 
is made up of earth on account of its power 
of resistance, with fire because it is striking 
to the eve, with air and water on account of 
the mixture. Others have rejected this sys- 
tem as improbable, and introduced into the 
world, to form the heavens, a fifth element 
after their own fashioning. There exists, 
they say, an aethereal body which is neither 
fire, air, earth, nor water, nor in one word 
any simple body. These simple bodies have 
their own natural motion in a straight line, 
light bodies upwards and heavy bodies down- 
wards; now this motion upwards and down- 
wards is not the same as circular motion; 
there is the greatest possible difference be- 
tween straight and circular motion. It 
therefore follows that bodies whose motion 
is so various must vary also in their essence. 
But, it is not even possible to suppose that 
the heavens should be formed of primitive 
bodies which we call elements, because the 
reunion of contrary forces could not produce 
an even and spontaneous motion, when 
each of the simple bodies is receiving a 
different impulse from nature. Thus it is a 
labour to maintain composite bodies in con- 
tinual movement, because it is impossible to 
put even a single one of their movements 
in accord and harmony with all those that 
are in discord ; since what is proper to the 
light particle, is in warfare with that of a 
heavier one. If we attempt to rise we are 
stopped by the weight of the terrestrial ele- 
ment; if we throw ourselves down we 
violate the igneous part of our being in 
dragging it down contrary to its nature. 
Now til is struggle of the elements effects 
their dissolution. A body to which violence 
is done and which is placed in opposition to 
nature, after a short but energetic resistance, 
is soon dissolved into as many parts as it had 
elements, each of the constituent parts return- 
ing to its natural place. It is the force of 
these reasons, say the inventors of the fifth 
kind of body for the genesis of heaven and 
the stars, which constrained them to reject 
the system of their predecessors and to have 
recourse to their own hypothesis.* But 

> This is the doctrine of Plato vidt Tim, The Combef. 
MSS. reads not utfiv, mixture, butM-<^e|(ft participation. 

* Here appears to be a reference to Arist., J>€ Gen. Ann, ii. 
3i 1 1, iracnfc y^tv ovv i^v^^f ivvofiK^ iripov <r«»/uiaTOf c<ii<ce KtKOt.vtavif' 
K«vai Kol $tioTtpov rity ica\ovu,ivtav <rroix*i*»y ' «^ ^< fiia^c'povat 
riMioTt}ri at i^vyat koI iritiia oAAijAmi' ovtm xol ri roiavri) Siou^epet 
^vaic, and a^ain. nvtvua , . . iivikoyov o^oa r<f twi> airrpwv 
oToix*iV' O" the fifth element of Aristotle cf, Cic, 7W.«r. Disp. 
i. in. ArhtoteUs . , . cum quatuor ilia genera principiorum 
erai complexus. equihus omnia orirentmr, quintam quondam 
naturam censet exxe.equasit mens. A\\fi.,De Civ. Dei xxii. ii. 
a, and Cudworth*s /uL Syst. (Uarrifton's £d. 1845) iii. p. 465. 



yet another fine speaker arises and disperses 
and destroya this theory to give predomi- 
nance to an idea of his own invention. 

Do not let us undertake to follow them for 
fear of falling into like frivolities; let them 
refute each other, and, without disquieting 
ourselves about essence, let us say with 
Moses *' God created the heavens and the 
earth." Let us glorify the supreme Artificer 
for all that was wisely and skillfully made ;/ 
by the beauty of visible things let us raisy 
ourselves to Him who is above all beaut}- ; 
by the grandeur of bodies, sensible and 
limited in their nature, let us conceive of 
the infinite Being whose immensity and 
omnipotence surpass all the efibrts of the 
imagination. Because, although we ignore 
the nature of created things, the objects 
which on all sides attract our notice are so 
marvellous, that the most penetrating mind 
cannot attain to the knowledge of the least 
of the phenomena of the world, either to 
give a suitable explanation of it or to render 
due praise to the Creator, to Whom belong 
all glory, all honour and all power world 
without end. Amen. 



HOMILY II. 

" The earth was invisible and unfinished.'^ ' 

I. In the few words which have occupied 
us this morning we have found such a depth 
of thought that we despair of penetrating 
further. If such is the fore court of the 
sanctuary, if the portico of the temple is so 
grand and magnificent, if the splendour of its 
beauty thus dazzles the eyes of the soul, 
what will be the holy of holies.^ Who will 
dare to try to gain access to the innermost 
shrine? Who will look into its secrets? To 
gaze into it is indeed forbidden us, and lan- 
guage is powerless to express what the mind 
conceives. However, since there are re- 
wards, and most desirable ones, reserved by 
the just Judge for the intention alone of 
doing good, do not let us hesitate to continue 
our researches. Although we may not at- 
tain to the truth, if, with the help of the 

Hence the word *' quintessence,** for which the Dictionaries 
quote Howard's Translation of Plutarch, *' Aristoteles hath 
put . . . for elements foure; and for a fifth quintessence, 
the heavenly body which is immutable." Skeat s. v. points 
nut that '* tne idea is older than Aristotle : cf. the five Skt. 
bhitias, or elements, which were earth, air, fire, and water, and 
aethA*. Thus the fifth essence is aether, the subtlest and high- 
est." It is evident that Milton had these theories in mind 
when he wrote {Par. Lost, iii. 716) : 

** Swift to their several quarters hasted then 
The cumbrous elemenU, earth, flood, air, fire ; 
And this ethereal auintes^nce of heaven 
Flew upward, spirited with various forms, 
That rolled orbicular, and turned to ataxs 
Numberless.'* 

t Gen. i. a, LXX. 
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Spirit, we do not fall away from the nieaning 
of Holy Scripture we shall not deserve to be 
rejected, and, with the help of giuce, we 
shall contribute to the edification of the 
Oiurch of God. 

"The earth," says Holy Scripture, " was 
invisible and unfinished." The heavens and 
the earth were created without distinction. 
Mow then is it that the heavens are perfect 
whilstthe earth is still unformed and incom- 
plete? In one word, what was the unfinished 
condition of the earth ? And for what reason 
was it invisible? The fertility of the earth 
is its perfect finishing; growth of all kinds 
of plants, the upspringing of tall trees, both 
productive and sterile, flowers' sweet scents 
and fair colours, and all that which, a little 
later, at the voice of God came forth from the 
earth to beautify her, their universal Mother. 
As nothing of all this yet existed. Scripture 
is right in calling the earth " without form." 
We could also say of the heavens that they 
were still imperfect and had not received 
their natural adornment, since at that time 
they did not shine with the glory of the sun 
and of the moon and were not crowned by the 
choirs of the stars.' These bodies were not 
yet created. Thus you will not diverRC from 
the truth in saying that the heavens also were 
" without form." The earth was invisible 
fur two reasons : it may be because man, the 
spectator, did not yet exist, or because being 
submerged under the waters which over- 
flowed the surface, it could not be seen, 
since the waters had not yet been gatliered 
together into their own places, where God 
afterwards collected them, and gave them the 
name of seas. What is invisible? First of 
all that which our fleshly eye cannot pe] 
ceive; our mind, for example; then that 
which, visible in its nature, is hidden by 
some body which conceals it, like iron in the 
depths of the earth. It is in this Hcnse, be- 
cause it was hidden under the waters, that 
the earth was still invisible. Ilowevei 
light did not yet exist, and as the earth lay 
in darkness, because of the obscurity of the 
air above it, it should not astonish us that for 
this reason Scripture calls it " invisible." 

2. But the corrupters of the truth, who, 
incapable of submitting their reason to Holy 
Scripture, distort at will the meaning of 
the Holy Sctiptures, pretend that these 
words mean matter. For it is matter, they 
aay, which from its nature is without form 
and invisible, — being by the conditions of 
its existence without quality and without form 



tf/.He«.,//.ii>ill.t3s,J< 
IrniittmTt, ind Tcnanr<n' 
opirwid ijlag iay with lU 



and figure.' The Artificer submitting it to 
the working of His wisdum clothed it with a 
form, organized it, and thus gave being to 
the visible world. 

If matter is uncreated, it has a claim to the 
same honours as God, since it must be of 
equal rank with Him. Is this not the 
summit of wickedness, that an extreme de- 
formity, without quality, without form, shape. 
ugliness without connguration, to use their 
own expression, should enjoy the same pre- 
rogatives with Him, Who is wisdom, 
power and be^iuly itself, the Creator and the 
Demiurge of the universe? This is not all. 
If matter is so grcnt as to be capable of being 
acted on by the whole wisdom of God, it 
would in a way raise its hypostasis to an 
equality with the inaccessible power of God, 
since it would be able to measure by itself all 
the extent of the divine intelligence. If it is 
insufficient for the operations of God, then 
we fall into a more absurd blasphemy, since 
we condemn God fur not being able, on ac- 
count of the want of matter, to finish His own 
works. The poverty of human natui'e has 
<leceivcd these reasoners. Each ofourcrafls 
is escrcised upon some special matter — the 
art of the smith upon iron, that of the car- 
penter on wood. In all, there is the subject, 
the form and the work which results from the 
firm, Matter is taken from without — art 
jjives the form — and the work is composed 
at the same time of form and of matter.* 

Such is tbc idea that they make for them- 
selves of the divine work. The form of the 
world is due to the wisdom of the supreme 
Artificer; matter came to the Creator from 
without; and thus the world results from a 
double origin. It h.is received from outside 
its matter and its essence, and from God its 
form and figure.' They thus come to deny 
that the mighty God has presided at the 
formation of the universe, and pretend that 
He h.is only brought a crowning contribution 
to a common work, that He has only con- 
tributed some small portion to the genesis of 
beings: thev are incapable from the debase- 
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ment of their reasonings of raising theirglances 
to the height of truth. Here below arts are 
subsequent to matter — introduced into life 
by the indispensable need of them. Wool 
existed before weaving made it supply one 
of nature's imperfections. Wood existed be- 
fore carpentering took possession of it, and 
transformed it each day to supply new wants, 
and made us see all the advantages derived 
from it, giving the oar to the sailor, the 
winnowing fan to the labourer, the lance to 
the soldier. But God, before all those things 
which now attract our notice existed, after 
casting about in His mind and determining 
to bring into being that which had no being, 
imagined the world such as it ought to be, 
and created matter in harmony with the form 
which He wished to give it.* He assigned 
to the heavens the nature adapted for the 
heavens, and gave to the earth an essence in 
accordance with its form. He formed, as He 
wished, fire, air and water, and gave to each 
the essence which the object of its existence 
required. Finally, He welded all the diverse 
parts of the universe by links of indissoluble 
attachment and established between them so 
perfect a fellowship and harmony that the 
most distant, in spite of their distance, ap- 

E eared united in one universal sympathy, 
et those men therefore renounce their fabu- 
lous imaginations, who, in spite of the weak- 
ness of their argument, pretend to measure a 
power as incomprehensible to man's reason 
as it is unutterable by man's voice. 

3. God created the heavens and the earth, 
but not only half; — He created all the 
heavens and all the earth, creating the 
essence with the form. For He is not an in- 
ventor of figures, but the Creator even of the 
essence of beings. Further let them tell us 
how the efficient power of God could deal 
with the passive nature of matter, the lat- 
ter furnishing the matter without form, the 
former possessing the science of the form 
without matter, both being in need of each 
other; the Creator in order to display His 
art, matter in order to cease to be without 
form and to receive a form.* But let us stop 
here and return to our subject. 

» Gen. ii. 5, «* every herb of the field before it grew}* There 
seems here an indication of the actual creation, voiiyaif, beinj; 
in the mind of God. 

* Ki lion quotes Bossuet: ** Je ne trouvt point qne Dieu^ 
qui a cr^i tontes choses^ ail ru besoin^ comme un onvrier vul- 
gaire^ de trouver nne matiire priparie snr laqntlle il trav- 
nilliU^ et de laquelle il dit son onvrage. Mai»^ n* ay ant 
besoin pour agir que de lui-meme et de *a propre puixsance il a 
fait tout son ouvrage. II n* est point un simple faiseur de 
formes et de figures dans une mati^re pr^existante ; il a fait 
et la mati^re et la forme^ c'est it-dire son owvrage dans son 
tout : autrement son ouvrage ne lui doit pas tout, et dans son 
fond il est ind^pendam ment de son owvrier, . . . 

•* O Dieu quelle a ^U V ignorance des sages du monde^ qu^on 
a appel^s philosophes d^ avoir cru ^ue 'vous,parfait architecte 
et absolu formateur de tout ce qnt est^ vous aviex trouv/ sous 
vos mains une matitre qui vous Halt co^tenulle^ imforme 



" T/i€ earth was invisible and unfiu" 
ishedy In saying **In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth,'' the 
sacred writer passed over many things in 
silence, water, air, fire and the results from 
them, which, all forming in reality the true 
complement of the world, were, without 
doubt, made at the same time as the universe. 
By this silence, history wishes to train the 
activity of our intelligence, giving it a weak 
point for starting, to impel it to the discovery 
of the truth. Thus, we are not told of tlie 
creation of water ; but, as we are told that 
the earth was invisible, ask yourself what 
could have covered it, and prevented it from 
being seen? Fire could not conceal it. 
Fire brightens all about it, and spreads light 
rather than darkness around. No more was 
it air that enveloped the earth. Air by nat- 
ure is of little density and transparent. It re- 
ceives all kinds of visible object, and trans- 
mits them to the spectators. Only one sup- 
position remains ; that which floated on the 
surface of the earth was water — the fluid 
essence which had not yet been confined to 
its own place. Thus the earth was not only 
invisible ; it was still incomplete. Even to- 
day excessive damp is a hindrance to the pro- 
ductiveness of the earth. The same cause 
at the same time prevents it from being seen, 
and from being complete, for the proper 
and natural adornment of the earth is its 
completion : corn waving in the valleys — 
meadows green with grass and rich with 
many coloured fiowers — fertile glades and 
hill-tops shaded by forests. Of all this 
nothing was yet produced ; the earth was in 
travail with it in virtue of the power that she 
had received from the Creator. But she was 
waiting for the appointed time and the divine 
order to bring forth. 

4. '* Darkness was upon the face of the 
deep." ' A new source for fables and most 
impious imaginations if one distorts the sense 
of these words at the will of one's fancies. 
By "darkness" these wicked men do not 
understand what is meant in reality — air not 
illumined, the shadow produced by the inter- 




perfecti 

ment de perfection et de forme^ elle en pouvait aussit&t avoir 

d^ellememe Rentier accomplissement* 

•• Aveugles^ conducteurs d*avettgles^ qui tombex dans le 
precipice, et jf /etes ceux qui vous suivent iSt. Matthieu xv. 
t4\, dites-moia qui a assujeti h Dieu ce qu*il n'a pas fait, ce 
qui ext de soi aussi hien que Dieu, ce qui est indfpendamment 
de Dieu memef Par oA at-il trouvi prise sur ce qui lui est 
stranger et independant et sa puissance : et par quel art on 
quel pouvoir seVestH soumisf . . . Mais qu*est-ce apr^s tout 
qut 
son 
autre i 

stance? {Bossuet /Elivat ions sur les mystirts^ ^ sematne, 
2e elwai.) 1 (iea. i. a. 



tet pouvoir se rest It soumisr . . . Mais qu'est-ce apr^s tout 
\e cette mati^re si parfait, au*elle ait etle-rnhne ce fmd de 
n Hre; et si imparfaite, qu^elle attende sa perfection d*un 
ttre f Dieu aura fail Vaccident et n*aura pas fait la sub- 
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position of a body, or finally a place for 
some reason deprived of light. For them 
'* darkness" is an evil power, or rather 
the personification of evil, having his origin 
in himself in opposition to, and in perpetual 
struggle with, the goodness of God. If 
God is light, they say, without any doubt 
the power which struggles against Him 
must be darkness, *' Darkness" not owing 
its existence to a foreign origin, but an evil 
existing by itself. '* Darkness " is the 
enemy of souls, the primary cause of death, 
the adversary of virtue. ^The words of 
the Prophet, they say in their error, show 
that it exists and that it does not proceed 
from God. From this what perverse and 
impious dogmas have be^n imagined 1 What 
grievous wolves,* tearing the flock of the 
Lord, have sprung from these words to cast 
themselves upon souls! Is it not from hence 
that have come forth Marcions and Valen- 
tin i,* and the detestable heresy of the Man- 
icheans,' which you may without going far 
wrong call the putrid humour of the 
churches. 

O man, why wander thus from the truth, 
and imagine for thvself that which will cause 
thy perdition? The word is snnple and 
within the comprehension of all. **The 
earth was invisible." Why? Because the 
'* deep " was spread over its surface. What 
is *' the deep " ? A mass of water of extreme 
depth. But we know that we can see many 
l>odies through clear and transparent water. 
How then was it that no part of the earth 
appeared through the water? Because the 
air which surrounded it was still without 
light and in darkness. The rays of the sun, 
penetrating the water, often allow us to see 
the pebbles which form the bed of the river, 
but in a dark night it is impossible for our 
glance to penetrate under the water. Thus, 
these words '* the earth was invisible " are 
explained by those that follow ; '' the deep " 
covered it and itself was in darkness. Thus, 
the deep is not a multitude of hostile powers, 
as has been imagined ;* nor " darkness" an 

1 Acts zx. 99. 

* Marcion and Valentinos are muchly lamped together as 
types of gnostic daalism. On the distinction between their 
systems see Dr. Salmon in D,C»R. iii. Sjo. Marcion, said to 
have been the son of a bishop of Sinope, is the most Christian 
of the gnostics, and *' tries to fit in his dualism with the 
ChrisciAn creed and with the scriptures." But he expressly 
** as«ened the existence of two Gods.'* The Valentinian ideas 
and cm;«nation8 travelled farther afield. 

>On M iinicheism, fid// Reausobrc*s Critical History of Man- 
ickeinm^ and Walch, Hist, Keti, i. 770. With its theory of 
two principles it spread widely over the empire in the 4th 
c, waA vigorous in Armenia in the Qth, and is said to have 
appeired in France in the laih. {cf. Bavle, Diet. *.v.) On the 
view taken of the heresy in Basirn timer/*. Gregory of Nyssa, 
Against EunomiHS I. § 35. 

« i.e. by those who would identifv the 48u«>aoc (Tehdm) of 
Geo. i. a with that of Luku I. v* i*'>d understand It to mean 
the abode in prison of evil xpirits. The Hebrew word occurs 
ia Job xxviil. 14 and Dent, xxxiii. 13 for the depth of waters. 



evil sovereign force in enmity with good. In 
reality two rival principles of equal power, 
if engaged without ceasing in a war o 
mutual attacks, will end in self destruction. 
But if one should gain the mastery it would 
completely annihilaie the conquered. Thus, 
to maintain the balance in the struggle 
between good and evil is to represent them as 
en^jaged in a war without end and in perpet- 
ual destruction, where the opponents are at 
the same time conquerors and conquered. If 
good is the stronger, what is there to pre- 
vent evil being completely annihilated? But 
if that be the case, the very utterance of 
which is impious, I ask myself how it is 
that they themselves are not filled with 
horror to think that they have imagined 
such abominable blasphemies. 

It is equally impious to say that evil has 
its origin from God; 'because the contrary 
cannot proceed from its contrary. Life docs 
not engender death ; darkness is not the 
origin of light; sickness is not the maker of 
health.* In the changes of conditions there 
are transitions from one condition to the con- 
trary; but in genesis each being proceeds 
from its like, and not from its contrary. If 
then evil is neither uncreate nor created by 
God, from whence comes its nature.'* Cer- 
tainly that evil exists, no one living in the 
world will deny. What shall we say then ? 
Evil is not a living animated essence ; it is 
the condition of the soul opposed to virtue, 
developed in the careless on account of their 
falling away from good.' 

5. Do not then go beyond yourself to 
seek for evil, and imagine that there is an 
orio^inal nature of wickedness. Each of us, 

iWith this view Plutarch charts the Stoics. AvVol t-Ti" 
Kaititv apx^v aya9bv bvra. rov W«o»' iroioOot. (r. Stoicos^ 197^.) 
But it is nis deduction from their statements — not their own 
statement, cf. Mosheim's note on Cudworth iv. § 13. Origcn 
(c. Celsum vi.) distind^uishes between Tt\v KaKiav KaX ra^ air' 
avT^f irpa(ft<r, and maxov HS punitive and remedial; if the latter 
can ri}^htly he called evil in any sense, God is the author of it. 
cf, Amos iii. 6. Vide^ also, Hnsil's treatment of this qucs. 
tion in his Treatise on o*''k ivriv atnoc ritv kokiov 6 9coc. 
cf, Schrocck. Kirchetifi-cschichtc xiii. 194. 

• Fialon points out the corrcsnondcnce with Plat. PhteJ. 
§ 119, Kou r(C tint rtav map6vrut¥ a<ovaa9 ... irpoc Ocv, oi'k iv 
roif irp6<r9ty rifilv Adyoif avro rh tyavriov rotv vvvX Xtyoji«VM¥ 
wfioAoYCiTo, cjc roD cAarrofo? rb ^ei'^oi' yiyytaOai , Kal c« roi) ftci> 
Coyos rb cAarrov, itai art^y^ avrri cleat 17 yiytaiK Tor? iyayrtots 
CK riay iyayritay ; vvv Si /xoi 6oKti \iytir0ai on rouro ovk ay nort 
yivoiTO, Kai b SwicpdrTjf . . . i<t>ri . . . ovk iyvotii rh Jia<^epo»' rou 
Ti vvy ktyoixiyov <cai tow t6t€* tot* fiiy yUp iXiytro *« tow 
ci'am'ov irpayfiarof to iyayrioy npaytia yiyvt(T6ai.f yvy ii Stc aifrb 
rb iyavrioy iavrtf ivayri.ov ovk ay irort ycVotro, cure to cV rjfiiv 
ovTC rb iv <^v<r(i* rorc fiiv yAp ir«pi rutv ix^ovrwy Tutv iyayriuv 
iXtyOfitVf inovOfJLa^ovTt^ auT& 77 CKCtVcuy c'lrwi'v^ta, vvv 6^. nepl 
iKtivuiv avTuv Sty ivovTtav^ i\«i Trfv intaw^iiav rA Ofo/xa^d^cfa, 
airra J* tKfiva ovk ay iroTc ^af^tv cOcA^aai yivtiriv aAAifAwv 
6i(a<r6ai. 

5 •• Cctte phrase est prise textueUement dans Denys V Aricf- 
agite, OH du mains dans l^wvra^e qui Itti est attribuf. {De 
Div. Som. iv 18. Lour. Lyd. ae mensib. ed. Forth. iSf>f 28.).** 
Fialon. In the Treatise 'referred to, irfoi (>»<tuii' •i)i'oaoTttii', 
•* evil " is said to be " nothing real and positive, but a defect, a 
negation only. Srepijat? apt iyri rb KaKov, «»ii cAAci^if, «ai 
avBivtia, Kal a(rvfiueTp'a.'* D.C.S, i. S46. 

cf, *' Evil i< null, i-* nought, is silence implying sound." 
Browning. Abt Vogier. 
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let ns acknowledge it, is the first author of 
-Ills own vice. Among the ordinary events 
of life, some come naturally, like old age 
and sickness, others by chance like unforeseen 
occurrences, of which the origin is beyond 
ourselves, often sad, sometimes fortunate, as 
for instance the discovery of a treasure when 
digging a well, or the meeting of a mad dog 
when going to the market place. Others 
depend upon ourselves, such as ruling one's 
{>assions, or not putting a bridle on one's 
pleasures, to be master of our anger, or to 
raise the hand against him who irritates us, 
to tell the truth, or to lie, to have a sweet 
and well-regulated disposition, or to be fierce 
and swollen and exalted with pride.' Here 
you are the master of your actions. Do not 
look for the guiding cause beyond your- 
self, but recognise that evil, rightly so called, 
has no other origin than our voluntary falls. 
If it were involuntary, and did not depend 
upon ourselves, the laws would not have so 
much terror for the guilty, and the tribunals 
wouKI not be so without pity when they 
condemn wretches according to the measure 
of their crimes. But enough concerning 
evil rightly so called. Sickness, poverty, 
obscurity, death, finally all human afflictions, 
ought not to be ranked as evils; since we 
do not count among the greatest boons 
things which are their opposites.* Among 
these afflictions, some are the effect of nature, 
others have obviously been for many a source 
of advantage. Let us then be silent for the 
moment about these metaphors and alle- 
gories, and, simply following without vain 
curiosity the words of Holy Scripture, let 
us take from darkness the idea which it 
gives us. 

But reason asks, was darkness created 
with the world? Is it older than light? 
Why in spite of its inferiority has it pre- 
ceded it? Darkness, we reply, did not 
exist in essence ; it is a condition produced 
in the air by the withdrawal of light. What 
then is that light which disappeared sud- 
denly from the world, so that darkness 
should cover the face of the deep? If any- 
thing: had existed before the formation of 
this sensible and perishable world, no doubt 
we conclude it would have been in light. 
The orders of angels, the heavenly hosts, 

> cf, Bpictetus, Ench. i. i^* i\^\¥ itkv vv6Ai}^i«, hpfiht op«^t«> 
{««Aiaif, (cal ci'l Atfy^, baa rifiirepa iftyn, 

*cf. M. Aurelius II. xi. 6 y&px'^P** f^^ irom £i^pwroi', irwt 
i'n rouro ^loy kvB^wov x^'P** irotif<rcicK ; ... Bikyana 6i y9 
ical ^^i), iS^a Kol a3o^(a, ir6vo^ ical 17601^], vAovrof xol nrcKia, 
wivra ravra inivrfi oiz/ut^otVei av0(Mirta¥ rot? Tf iyotfotv xol roU 
icaxoUfOUTt KoAft ovrn. outc aiirxp^i' * ovt* 00* iya^A ovt« fejcd itrrt,, 
Ateo Gng, Nyss.. Oraf. Cat. viii. and Auff., De Civ. Dei. i. 8. 
Ista vera Umporalia bona et mala ntrisque voluii es$e com- 
mnuia, ui nee bona cupidins appetantnr, qua maii quoqne 
habere cernttnfnr, nee mala turpiter evitentmr^ quibui et boni 
pierumque affieiuntur. 



all intellectual natures named or unnamed, 
all the ministering spirits,' did not live in 
darkness, but enjoyed a condition fitted for 
them in light and spiritual joy.* 

No one will contradict this; least of all he 
who looks for celestial light as one of the 
rewards promised to virtue, the light which, 
as Solomon says, is always a light to the 
righteous,' the light which made the Apostle 
say " Giving thanks unto the Father, which 
hath made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints m light." * Finall}-, 
if the condemned are sent into outer dark- 
ness * evidently those who are made worthy 
of God's approval, are at rest in heavenly 
light. When then, according to the order 
of God, the heaven appeared, enveloping all 
that its circumference included, a vast and 
unbroken body separating outer things from 
those which it enclosed, it necessarily kept 
the space inside in darkness for want of 
communication with the outer light. Three 
things are, indeed, needed to form a shadow, 
light, a body, a dark place. The shadow of 
heaven forms the darkness of the world. 
Understand, I pray you, what I mean, by a 
simple example ; by raising for yourself at 
mid-day a tent of some compact and im- 
penetrable material, and shutting yourself 
up in it in sudden darkness. Suppose that 
original darkness was like this, not subsist- 
ing directly by itself, but resulting from 
some external causes. If it is said that it 
rested upon the deep, it is because the ex- 
tremity of air naturally touches the surface 
of bodies ; and as at that time the water 
covered everything, we are obliged to say 
that darkness was upon the face of the deep. 

6. And the Spirit of God was borne upon 
the face of the waters^ Does this spirit 
mean the diffusion of air ? The sacred writer 
wishes to enumerate to you the elements of 
the world, to tell you that God created the 
heavens, the earth, water, and air and that 
the last was now diffused and in motion ; or 
rather, that which is truer and confirmed by 
the authority of the ancients, by the Spirit of 
God, he means the Holy Spirit. It is, as 
has been remarked, the special name, the 
name above all others that Scripture delights 
to give to the Holy Spirit, and always by 
the spirit of God the Holy Spirit is meant, 

> c/. Heb. i. 14. 

^ef. Theod. (^uaxi. in Gen.vi.) who is ready lo accept the 
creiition of an^^ls before tlie creation ol the world. Orij^eii, 
/lorn. i. in Gen. Mom. iv, in Is. taught the existence of an^cIs 
'• before the aeons.*' Greg. Naz., Ora/. xxxviii. The Ixx. Trans, 
of Job xxxviii. 7, ni^ca-di' /«« irdirrcc avycAoi fiov may have aided 
in the formation of the genenil opinion of the Greek Fathers. 
The systematization of the hierarchies is due to the pseudo. 
Dionysius, and was transmitted to the west through John 
Krig^cna. r/*. Milman, Lat, Christ, ix. ff^ 

> Prov. xiii. 9, Ixx. » ef. MatI . xxil. 15. 
« Col. i. 1 i. • Gen. i. a, Ixxx. 
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the Spirit which completes the divine and 
blessed Trinity. You will find it better 
therefore to take it in tliis sense. How then 
did the Spirit of God move upon the waters? 
The explanation that I am about to give you 
is not an original one, but that of a Syrian,* 
who was as ignorant in the wisdom of this 
world as he was versed in the knowledj^c of 
the Truth. He said, then, that the Syriac 
word was more expressive, and that being 
more analogous to the Hebrew term it was 
a nearer approach to the scriptural sense. 
This is the meaning of the word ; by " was 
borne ** the Syrians, he says, understand : it 
cherished * the nature of the waters as one 
sees a bird cover the eggs with her body and 
impart to them vital force from her own 
warmth. Such is, as nearly as p)ossible, 
the meaning of these words — the Spirit was 
borne : let us understand, that is, prepared 
the nature of water to produce living beings:* 
a sufficient proof for those who ask if the 
Holy Spirit took an active part in the crea- 
tion of the world. 

7. And God said^ Let there be light: * 
The first word of God created the nature of 
light; it made darkness vanish, dispelled 
gloom, illuminated the world, and gave to all 
beings at the same time a sweet and gracious 
aspect. The heavens, until then enveloped 
in darkness, appeared with that beauty which 
they still present to our eyes. The air was 
lighted up, or rather made the light circulate 
mixed with its substance, and, distributing its 
splendour rapidly in every direction, so 
dispersed itself to its extreme limits. Up it 
sprang to the veiy aether and heaven. In 
an instant it lighted up the whole extent of 
the world, the North and the South, the East 
and the West. For the athcr also is such a 
subtle substance and so transparent that it 
needs not the space of a moment for li;;ht to 
pass through it. Just as it carries our 



1 Tniemont understands Euscblas of Samosata. The Ben. 
nnte prefers £phrem Syrus, and compares Jerome, ^ntest, iieb, 
Col.coS. 

* Gen. i. 3. Vide R.V. marf^n. The word rackapk^ 
** brood/* Is not n»ed of wind, and itself appears to fix the 
roeanine of the Spirit In the place. An old interpretation of 
the Orphic Poem Ar^onautUa wonld identify tlic broodin^f 
Spirit of Genesis with the Ail Wise Love of tlie Greek poet : 

vp<»ra /kIk kpxnivo X^'M ^«yaAi}^arov vftvor, 
M* <»Afi(t^< <^v9Cif y M« r' ovporbc k^ iripas ^kitv, 
y^i T* cvpvtfTc'prov yrvtiriVf wtf/ut^foc re $aXair<nii, 
vfHvfivrarov rt «ccu avrortAn iro> Vifriy'Epwra, 
099a r* e^v9cr iwaarrOf rA 6 irttBtw aAAov air* aAAo. 

Orph., Argon, 4J3-437. 

On the translation of rachapk by *' brooding," cf, Milton, 
P. Lattt, vii. : 

'* darkness profound 
Cfi^et^^ tSe abv<!« ; but on the watery calm 
His brcMdini^ winjrs the Spirit of God outspread, 
And vital virtue infused, and vital warmth, 
Turou;;hout the fluid mass.*' 

* ^••oyor.cu cf. I>4 Sp. S, { 56, and Bp. Pearsnn, en tkf Creed. 
Alt. V. 

* Gen. i. 3. 



sight instantaneously to the object of vision,* 
SO witliout the least interval, with a rapidity 
that thought cannot conceive, it receives 
these rays of light in its uttermost limits. 
With light the aether becomes more pleasing 
and the waters more limpid. These last, 
not content with receiving its splendour, 
return it bv the reflection of light and in all 
directions send forth quivering flashes. The 
divine word gives every object a more cheer- 
ful and a more attractive appearance, just as 
when men in deep sea pour in oil they make 
the place about them clear. So, with a sin- 
gle word and in one instant, the Creator of 
all things gave the boon of light to the 
world.* 

Let there be light. The order was it- 
self an operation, and a state of things was 
brought into being, than which man's mind 
cannot even imagine a pleasanter one for our 
enjoyment. It must be well understood that 
when we speak of the voice, of the word, of 
the command of God, this divine language 
does not mean to us a sound which escapes 
from the organs of speech, a collision of air' 
struck by the tongue; it is a simple sign of 
the will of God, and, if we give it the form 
of an order, it is only the better to impress 
the souls whom we instruct.* 

And God saw the lights that it was good.* 
How can we worthily praise liglit after the 
testimony given by the Creator to its good- 
ness? The word, even among us, refers the 
judgment to the" eyes, incapable of raising 
itself to the idea that the senses have already 
received. ° But, if beauty in bodies resuhs 
from symmetry of parts, and the harmonious 

1 T.ieht is said to tmvcl straight at the rate of about iQ.i^.ono 
Kn^lish mik'S a second; a velocity estimated by observations 
on the ecliiiscs of lupiter*s satellites. Tlie modern undulatory 
theory of light, of which Huvghcns (f 1695) is {generally re- 
^-.irdcd ns the authr>r, describes li^lit as prnjiaiirati-d by the 
vibrations of the imponderable matter termed FAher or jElker. 

•The simile seems hardly worthy of the topic. The prac- 
tice is referred to by Plutarcn, Symp. S^uast. i. 9, and by Fliny, 
J/ixt, Nat. ii. 106. •• Omne ole'o tranqiiiflari ; et ob td ttrik- 
antes ore sfargere^ qnoniam tnittget naluram asperam lu- 
remane drportet.** *^gerere** says the Delph. note, ** turn 
creaas oleum vicem conspiciliorum .** 

*A statement not uulike the *' Vibrations of the elastic 
medium/* to which sound mi^ht now be referred. •* Sed 
vocem Stoici corpus esse contniJuHt : eamque esse dicnnt 
ictnm aera : Plato out em non esse vocem corpus esse pntat. 
Non enim percussus, inquit^ aer^ sed ptaga ipsa atque per- 
cussio^ vox est .* ovk airAuK rtky\yr\ atpo^ tvTif i) ^wi'i; * irAifrrcti 
yap rbi' aepa «ceu JaKrvA?; irapayo^ci'ot, kox ovSinia iroici ^wnj*' * 
«AA* ii woni irAnvij, jcal a^o6p^f #cai to^tj 6i irrt aKOv<rTrfy ytyt<r- 
*«i." ^Aul. Gell., JVA. v. 15. So Diog. Laert. in Vita Zena- 

MIS f 'TTi ^wff) arip wtn/kTiyutvos. 

* Fialon quotes Bossuet 4me rfl^v, 3me sem.r " Le rot dit 
^ft'oM marche; et Varmce marrhe ; qu'on Jasse telle ivolu. 
tioM, et ell* se fait ; toute une arm^e se remue au seul com- 

• ent 

MS 
>*' 

i'tiage est d^fectnense I Dien n'a point de l?vres Ik remuer ; 
Dieu nefraj>pe point Voir pour en tirer quelque son ; Dien n*a 
qu'ii i*ou/oir en luim^me ; et tout ce qu'il z"ut eternellement 
s*accompltt comme il I'a voutn^ et au temps gu*ti a marque. ' 

* Gen. i. A. 

* St. Basil dwells rather on the sense of ** beautiful *' in the 
Ixx. icaAb./. The Vulgate has pu/cAra, 



mandementd'un prince, c'^st it dire, A un seal petit mouveme 
de ces livres^ c*est, parmi les chores humoiues^ l* image la pl\ 
excellente de la puissance de Dien ; maif au fond que rV 
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A^;.wxjirA KX' ^>t* colvHirs, how in a simple and 
:>^>^K*5:vtfccvH«;i cweiKC like light, can this 
ukNt v»ir bcsjitUy be preserved? Would not 
^v ^\tntt>«ry in light be less shown in its 
^v^^t> 5l>^ui iu the ^iJcasMre and delight at the 
Nii^h^ v»l it.* Such is also the beauty of gold, 
^vh'vN it v^w^'* not to the happy mmgliiig of 
ijx J.MIK bwtouly to its beautiful colour which 
!kix .1 vhuMU aUractive to the eyes. 

Thu?* .4>:aiiu Uie evening star is the most 
IvuUiLil W the stais: * not tliat the parts of 
wlvivh it i* composed form a harmonious 
wk^Us but thanks to the unalloyed and 
KMV^tiful brightness which meets our eyes. 
AnJ fuitUor* when God proclaimed the 
i*OiKliKvv* v>f light, it was not in regard to the 
vh.uiu v>f the eve but as a provision for fut- 
uiv Avlvantrtge, because nt that time there 
wciv at vet no eyes to judge of its beauty. 
'^.IhU {ii^JiiiviJiui the iightfrotn the dark- 
Hiiw : * thai is to say, God gave them natures 
iiK;4Mblo of mixing, perpetually in opposi- 
livM\ to each other, and put between them 
Uu* widest Hoace and distance. 

S, ** Ah J God called the lij^ht Day and 
tho dartfifiss he called Night.'' * Since the 
biiih v»f the sun, the light that it diffuses in 
tho air, when shining on our hemisphere, is 
d.»v I anil the shadow produced by its disap- 
|H):u'anoo is night. But at that time it was 
not artor the movement of the sun, but fol- 
lowing this primitive light spread abroad in 
tho iiir or withdrawn in a measure deter- 
nuno I by God, tliat day came and was fol- 
h*vvid by night. 

** Anii the evening and the morning were 
the first day,'* * Evening is then the bound- 
ary common to day and night; and in the 
ttame way morning constitutes the approach 
of night to day. It was to give day the pri- 
vileges of seniority that Scripture put the end 
of the first day before that of the first night, 
because night follows day: for, before the 
creation of light, the world was not in night, 
but in darkness. It is the opposite of day 
which was called night, and it did not receive 
its name until after day. Thus were created 
the evening and the morning.' Scripture 
means the space of a day and a night, and 
afterwards no more says day and night, but 
calls them both under the name of the more 
important: a custom which you will find 

> cf, Bion. xvi. I : 

'E<rirc.9«,cvai'/a( ccp^y,^iA(, wtnh^ ayoAua, 
Tojvov a^av^brcpof ft >}''&< 070^ i^^xo^ arrftttVf 

and Milton, P.L, iv. 605 : 

*' Hesperus, that led 
The starry host, rode brighleist.'* 
*Gen. i. 4. 'Gen.i.s. « Gen. 1.5. 

s Ixx. The Heb.ss literally ** And erenini; happened and 
morning: happened, one day." On the unique reckoninur 
nf the day from evenin? to morning', see the iate Dr. McCaul 
io Rtpiiit to Essays and Reviews, 



throughout Scripture. Everywhere the 
measure of time is counted by days, without 
mention of nights. " The days of our 
years," ' says the Psalmist. *' Few and evil 
have the days of the years of my life been," ' 
said Jacob, and elsewhere " all the days of 
my life." ' Thus under the form of his- 
tory the law is laid down for what is to 
follow. 

And the evening and the morning were 
one day.* Why does Scripture say '*one 
day " not *' the first day "? Before speaking 
to us of the second, the third, and the fourth 
days, would it not have been more patural to 
call that one the first which began the series ? 
If it therefore says " one day," it is from a 
wish to determine the measure of day and 
night, and to combine the time that they con- 
tain. Now twenty-four hours fill up the 
space of one day — we mean of a day and of 
a night ; and if, at the time of the solstices, 
they have not both an equal length, the time 
marked by Scripture does not the less cir- 
cumscribe their duration. It is as though it 
said : twenty-four hours measure the space 
of a day, or that, in reality a day is the time 
that the heavens starting from one point take 
to return there. Thus, every time that, in 
the revolution of Hie sun, evening and morn- 
ing occupy the world, their periodical suc- 
cession never exceeds the space of one day. 

But must we believe in a mysterious reason 
for this? God who made the nature of time 
measured it out and determined it by inter- 
vals of days ; and, wishing to give it a week 
as a measure, he ordered the week to revolve 
from period to period upon itself, to count 
the movement of time, forming the week of 
one day revolving seven times upon itself: 
a proper circle begins and ends with itself. 
Such 18 also the character of eternity, to 
revolve upon itself and to end nowhere. If 
then the beginning of time is called '' one 
day " rather than '* the first day," it is be- 
cause Scripture wishes to establish its rela- 
tionship with eternity. It was, in reality, 
fit and natural to call "one" the day whose 
character is to be one wholly separated and 
isolated from all the others. If Scripture 
speaks to us of many «iges, saying every- 
where, " age of age, and ages of ages," we 
do not see it enumerate them as first, second, 
and third. It follows that we' are hereby 
shown not so much limits, ends and succes- 
sion of ages, as distinctions between various 
states and modes of action. " The day of 
the Lord," Scripture says, *' is great and very 
terrible," * and elsewhere ** Woe unto you 

t Ps. xc. 10. » Ps. xxiii. 6. T.XX. » Joel II. 11. 

* Geo. xlvii. 9. « Gen. i. 5, LXX. and Hcb. 
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that desire the day of the Lord : to what end 
JE it for you? The day of the Lord is dark- 
ness and not light." ' A day of darkness for 
those who are worthy of darkness. No ; this 
day without evening, without succession, 
and without end is not unknown to Script- 
ure, and it is the diiy that the Psahntst cidls. 
the eighth dav, because it is outside this 
time of weeks'.' Thus whether you call it 
day, or whether you call it eternitVi you ex- 
press the same idea. Give this state the 
□ame of day ; there are not several, but only 
one. If you cai! it eternity still it is unique 
and not manifold. Thus it is in order 
that you may carry your thoughts forward 
towards a future life, that Scripture m^irks by 
the word "one" the day which is tlie type 
of eternity, the first fruits of days, llic con- 
temporary of light, the holy Lord's dav, 
honoured by the Resurrection of our Lord. 
And the evening and the morning -were one 
day." 

But, whilst I am conversing with you 
about the first evening of the world, evening 
takes me by surprise, and puts nn end to my 
discourse. May the Father of the true light, 
Who has adorned day with celestial light. 
Who has made the fire to shine which illu- 
minates us during the night, Wlio reserves 
for us in the peace of a future age a spiritual 
and everlasting light, enlighten your hearts 
in the knowledge of truth, keep you from I 
stumbling, and grant that " you may walk ' 
honestly as in the day."' Thus shall you 
shine as the sun in the midst of the glory 
of the saints, and I shall glory in you in 
the day of Christ, to Whom belong all glory 
and power for ever and ever. Amen. 

HOMILY IIL 
On the Firmament. 
I. Wk have now recounted the works of 
the first day, or rather of one day. Far be it j 
from me indeed, to take from tl the privilege 
it enjoys of having been for the Creator a I 
day apart, a day which is not counted in the | 
same order as the others. Our discussion yes- 
terday treated of the works of this day, and 
divided the narrative so as to give you food 1 
for your souls in the morning, and joy in the 
evening. To-day we pass on to the wonders \ 
of the second day. And here I do not wish 
to speak of the narrator's Uilent, but of the ■ 
grace of Scripture, for the narrative is so | 
naturally told that it pleases and delights all j 



n of the lenn tlglUk In VvAa n 



r 



the friends cf truth. It is this charm of truth 
I which the Psalmist expresses so emphati- 
cally when he says, " How sweet are ihy 
words unto my taste, yea, sweeter than honey 
' to my mouth." ' Yesterday then, as fir as 
!we were able, we delighted our souls hy 
I conversing about the oracles of God, and 
now to-day we arc met together again on the 
second day to contemplate the wonders of 
I the second day. 

I know that many artisans, belonging to 
mochanicnl trades, are crowding around me. 
I A day's labour hardly suffices to maintain 
them; therefore I am compelled to abridge 
my discourse, so as not to keep them too 
' loiig from their work. What shall I .-iay to 
them? The time which you lend to God is 
not lost: he will return it to you with lai^c 
interest. Whatever difficulties may trouble 
you the Lord will disperse them. To those 
who have preferred spiritual welfare. He 
will give health of body, keenness of mind, 
success in business, an<l unbroken prospcritv. 
And. even if in this life our efforts shoulil 
not realise our hopes, the teachings of the 
Holy Spirit are none the less a rich treasure 
for the ages to come Deliver your heart, 
then, from the cares of this life and give close 
heed to my words. Of what avail will it be 
to you if you are here in the bodv, and your 
heart is anxious about your earthly treasure? 

2. And God said " Lot there be a firm.-i- 
ment in the midst of the waters, and kt it 
divide the waters from the waters.'" Yes- 
terday we heard God's decree, "Let there 
he light." To-day it is, "Let there be a 
tirmanienl." There appears to be something 
more in this. The word is not limited to a 
simple command. It lays down the reason 
necessitating the structure of the firmament ; 
it is, it is said, to separate the waters from 
the waters. And first let us ask how God 
speaks? Is it in our manner? Does His 
intelligence receive an impression from 
objects, and, after having conceived them, 
make them known by particular signs ap- 
propriate to each of them ? Has He conse- 
quently recourse to the organs of voice to 
convey His thoughts? Is He obliged to 
strike the air by the articulate movements of 
the voice, to unveil the thought hidden in 
His heart? Would it not seem like an idle 
fable to say that God should need such a cir- 
cuitous me'thod to manifest His thoughts? And 
is it not more conformable with true religion 
to say, that the divine will and' the first im- 
petus of divine intelligence are the Word of 
God? It is He whom Scripture vaguely 
represents, to show us that God has not only 

>Pi. ciU. loj. ■Geo. 1.6. 
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wished to create the world, but to create it 
with the help ^of a co-operator. Scripture 
mijiht continue the history as it is begun : 
In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth ; afterwards He created light, then 
He created the firmament. But, by making 
God command and speak, the Scripture 
tacitly shows us Him to Whom this order and 
these words are addressed.* It is not that it 
grudges us the knowledge of the truth, but that 
it may kindle our desire by showing U8 some 
trace and indication of the mystery. We seize 
with delight, and carefully keep, the fruit of 
laborious ettbrts, whilst a possession easily 
attained is despised.' Such is the rQad and 
the course which Scripture follows to lead 
us to the idea of the Only begotten. And 
certainly, God's immaterial nature had no 
need of the material language of voice, 
since His very thoughts could be transmitted 
to His fellow-worker. What need then of 
speech, for those Who by thought alone could 
communicate their counsels to each other? 
Voice was made for hearing, and hearing 
for voice. Where there is neither air, nor 
tongue, nor ear, nor that winding canal 
which carries sounds to the seat of sensation 
in the head, there is no need for words: 
thoughts of the soul are sufficient to transmit 
the will. As I said then,' this language is only 
a wise and ingenious contrivance to set our 
minds seeking the Person to whom the 
words are addressed. 

3. In the second place, does the firma- 
ment that is called heaven ditier from the 
firmament that God made in the beginning? 
Are there two heavens? The philosophers, 
who discuss heaven, would rather lose their 
tongues than grant this. There is only one 
heaven,' they pretend; and it is of a nature 
neither to admit of a second, nor of a third, 
nor of several others. The essence of the 
celestial body quite complete constitutes its 
vast unity. Because, they say, every body 
which has a circular motion is one and 
finite. And if this body is used in the con- 
struction of the first heaven, there will be 

1 Origen, c. Cels. vi. says rhv fiiv irpoo-rx'^v Stimovpyhv tlvai 
rhv v'iov Tov 9eov Aovoi*, «cai waircpel avroupyoi/ roO Kotrtiov.Tby 
6'' frarfpa rov Atiyov, rw npoirreraxivai r^ I'ifai cavrou Adyu iroitjcrat 
ihv K6<rft,ovt tlvcu. irp<uru»c 6tifiiovpy6y» cj. Athun., c, gentea 
% 4S. sq, 

« Solon is credited with the snvinfir. 8w<r«toAo rt iriA^i. cf. tho 
German proverb, Gut ding zvil -wtile haben^ and Virgil in 
Georg, i. lai : 

•' Pater fp$e coJendi 
Haud facilem exstviam voliiitV 

' Plato said one, wortpov ovy 6p6ji% cca ovpat^v irpoeipi7«cafxcy ; 
71 iroAAoir? ^ dircipou? Arycii' ^v op66r*pov ; elircp tcard rh n<ipahtt,ytia. 
ttSmiiovfyftfiifvot ccrrai, rb y&p rrtpiixov vdtna 6n6<ra voijrft ^wa, 
fit0* irtpov itvrtpov ovk ay iror' tlti . . . elf oSt iAOM>yrvT)ir oifpai^K 
vevovW (<rrt re kol co-rai. ^ Plat., 7Ym. § 11. On the other hand 
was the Epicurean doctrine of the dn-eipia Kovtitny, referred to 
in Luc. i. 73 : 

£rgo vivfda vis animi pervicit^ ei extra 
Processit longefiammantia maemia mundi. 



nothing lefl for the creation of a second or a 
third. Here we see what those i machine who 
put under the Creator's hand uncreated 
matter ; a lie that follows from the first fable. 
But we ask the Greek sages not to mock us 
before they are agreed among themselves. 
Because there are among them 8ome who 
say there are infinite heavens and worlds.' 
When grave demonstrations shall have upset 
their foolish system, when the laws of geo 
metry shall have established that, according 
to the nature of heaven, it is impossible that 
there should be two, we shall only laugh the 
more at this elaborate scientific trifling. 
These learned men see not merely one 
bubble but several bubbles formed by the 
same cause, and they doubt the power of 
creative wisdom to bring several heavens 
into being] We find, however, if we 
raise our eyes towards, the omnipotence 
of God, that tiie strength and grandeur 
of the heavens differ from the drops of 
water bubbling on the surface of a fountain. 
How ridiculous, then, is their argument of 
impossibility I As for ^myself, far from not 
believing in a second, I seek for the third 
whereon the blessed Paul\was found worthy 
to gaze.' And does not thfe Psalmist in say- 
ing "heaven of heavens "' ^ive us an idea 
of their plurality.^ Is the plui^Hty of heaven 
stranger than the seven circles through which 
nearly all the philosophers a^ree that the 
seven pi mets pass, — circles wTlich they re- 
present to us as placed in conAection with 
each other like casks fitting the cX^e into the 
other? These circles, they say, caiCried away 
in a direction contrary to that of t^^ world, 
and striking the aether, make sv^eet^^n^^ hKt^ 
monious sounds, unequalled by the '.sweetest 
melody.* And if we ask them for>hewit- 

» So Anaximander (Diog. Laert. ii. 1,2; and i4«nocrittt« 
(Di->tf. Laert. ix. 4^). t, _, 

But, as Fialnn point!« out, the Greek philosoij |y* ?* ^ 
ic6(rMo« and oupai'oc as convertible terms : Basil uses (W**** ^ 
the firmament or sky. 

«//. 2. Cor. xii.a. » Ps. cxlvii. 4. j. ... 

* •• You must conceive it " (the whirl) '* t.> bo of su |»»,"°P 
ns this: us if in some great hollow whirl, carvt-d thi^*t "JJ?' 
there was such another, but lesser, wilhin it. adaj)icd C^li?f 
casks fitted one within another; and in the same 
third, and a fourth, and four others, for that the w 
eiiiht in all, as circles one within another . . . and tli' 
of its circles there was seated a siren on the upper pid.^ 
round, and uttering one voice variolated by diverse ' 
tions; but that the whole of them, being eight, comp«! 
harmony." ^Plat., Ifep. x. 14, Davies* Trans.) Plalo c'l 
the Fates «• singinsr to the harmony of the Sirens." J 
the Pythatforean Music of the Spheres, c/. also Cic, £>\ 
i. 3, and Macrobius /« Somn: Scip, 

cJ. Shaksp., .1/. of Ven. v. i : 

" There's not the smallest orb which thou bchol 
But in his motion like an an^^el sinj;**, 
Still quiring to the young-eyed cherubim." 
And Milton, Arcades : 

"Then listen I 
To the celestial Sirens' hHnnony, 
That sit upon the nine infolded spheres, 
And sinaj to those that hold the vital shores. 
And turn the adamantine spindle round 
On which the fate of gods and men is wound. '»' 
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ness of the senses, what do they say ? That 
we, accustomed to this noise from our birth, 
on account of hearing it always, have lost 
the sense of it ; like men in smithies with 
their ears incessantly dinned. If I refuted 
this ingenious frivolity, the untruth of which 
is evident from the first \vord, it would seem 
as though I did not know the value of time, 
and mistrusted the intelligence of such an 
audience. 

But let me leave the vanity of outsiders to 
those who are without, and return to the 
theme proper to the Church. If we believe 
some of those who have preceded us, we have 
not here the creation of a new heaven, but a 
new account of the first. The reason they give 
is, that the earlier narrative briefly described 
the creation of heaven and earth ; while here 
scripture relates in greater detail the manner 
in which each was created. I, however, 
since Scripture gives to this second heaven 
another name and its own function, main- 
tain that it is diflferent from the heaven 
which was made at the beginning; that it is 
of a stronger nature and of an especial use to 
the universe. 

4. ^^ And God said ^ let there he ajirma- 
ment in the midst of the waters^ ana let it 
divide the waters from the waters. And 
God made the firmament^ and divided the 
'abaters which were under the firmament 
from the waters which were above thefrma- 
ment,** * Before laying hold of the meaning 
of Scripture let us try to meet objections from 
other quarters. We arc asked how, if the 
firmament is a spherical body, as it appears 
to the eye, its convex circumference can 
contain the water which flows and circulates 
in higher regions? What shall we answer? 
One thing only : because the interior of a body 
presents a perfect concavity it does not neces- 
sarily follow that its exterior surface is spheri- 
cal and smoothly rounded. Look at the stone 
vaults of baths, and the structure of build- 
ings of cave form ; the dome, which forms 
the interior, does not prevent the roof from 
havii^ ordinarily a flat surface. Let these 
uhfiyrtunate men cease, then, from tormenting 
us and themselves about the impossibility of 
our retaining water in the higher regions. 

Now we must say something about the 

nature of the firmament, and why it received 

the order to hold the middle place between the 

waters* Scripture constantly makes use of 

the word firmament to express extraordinary 

strength. **The Lord my firmament and 

Tefi^ge" • ** I have strengthened the pillars 

of i|»t • cft Praise him in the firmament of his 
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s r«. Ixxv. 3, LXX. 



power." * The heathen writers thus call a 
strong body one which is compact and full,* to 
distinguish it from the mathematical lody. 
A mathematical body is a body which exists 
only in the three dimensions, breadth, depth, 
and height. A firm body, on the con-? 
trary, adds resistance to the dimensions. It 
is the custom of Scripture to call firmament 
all that is strong and unyielding. It even 
uses the word to denote the condensation of 
the air : He, it says, who strengthens the 
thunder.' Scripture means by the strengthen- 
ing of the thunder, the strength and resistance 
of the wind, which, enclosed in the hollows of 
the clouds, produces the noise of thunder 
when it breaks through with violence.* Here 
then, according to me, is a firm substance, 
capable of retaining the fluid and unstable 
element water ; and as, according to the com- 
mon acceptation, it appears that the firma- 
ment owes its origin to water, we must not 
believe that it resembles frozen water or anv 
other matter pioduced by the filtration of 
water ; as, for example, rock crystal, which 
is said to owe its metamorphosis to exces- 
sive congelation, * or the transparent stone * 
which forms in mines.' This pellucid stone, 
if one finds it in its natural perfection, with- 
out cracks inside, or the least spot of corrup- 
tion, almost rivals the air in clearness. We 
cannot compare the firmament to one of these 
substances. To hold such an opinion about 
celestial bodies would be childish and fool- 
ish ; and although everything may be in 
everything, fire in earth, air in water, and of 
the other elements the one in the other; al- 
though none of those which come under our 
senses are pure and without mixture, either 
with the element which serves as a medium 
for it, or with that which is contrary to it ; 
I, nevertheless, dare not aflirm that the firma- 
ment was formed of one of these simple sub- 
stances, or of a mixture of them, for I am 
taught by Scripture not to allow my imagii^a- 
tion to wander too far afield. But do not 



iPs. d. i.LXX. 

SyaoTck (fr. vd<r<r*i% press or knead) =: close, firm. Demo, 
critus used it as oppoAcd to Ktvov^ void. Arist. fr. 20J. 

s Amos iv. 13, I^X. 

« Pliny iHist. Not. H. 4.;) writes: «• Si in nnhe iHctetnr 

flatus aul vapor ^ tonitrna edf: si trumpai ard^s, fulmiita ; 

si long iore trad n nitatiir^ fnl^rtra. His findi nuhem, iilis 

Ptrmmti. Eiessttonitrua'impaciomm igntum plagas** cj. 

Sen., ^uaest, Nat. il. la. 

A E^iir^JoicA^f trrtftifiv^ov cTvai rbv ovpnvbf l^ aipox <rvM.ira- 
WvTOf vir& irvpbf icpvcrraAAoeiSwf, rb irvowd«« Koi acpwjcf iy 
4KaTip*f TMK ^^i(r<^atp(wi' n*(Hf\ovra. (Plutnrch r-coi T'^'v nor<r* 
K6vriiv To»9 ^tAotrw^otv, ii. 11 ) Pliny (Hist. Nat. xxxvii. p) 
says that crystal Is made **ge/u {ride Sir T. Browne, Vnigar 
Errors^ ii. 1") vfkementiore concreta . . . glaciem qne esso cir- 
tnm est; unde et nomen greeci dedereV So Scneai, &Meest. Not. 
iii. 25. Di'-duru* Sicuhis, however, asserts it ** coalescere nc:t 
a f riff ore sed diviui iguisfotentia.'''* {Bihi. ii. 1.^4.) 

« i.e. the •• Lapis Specniaris.^* or mica, which was used for 
plazinfj^ windows, rf. Plin., Ep. ii. 17, and luv., Sat. iv. ii . 

7 Mica is found in largre plates in Siberia, Peru, and Mexico, 
as well us in Sweden and Norway. 
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let us forget to remark that, after these divine 
words *'let there be a firmament," it is not 
said " and the firmament was made," but, 
*' and God made the firmament, and divided 
the waters ." ' Hear, O ye deaf! See, O ye 
blind I — who, then, is deaf? He who does 
not hear this startling voice of the Holy 
Spirit. Who is blind? He who does not 
see such clear proofs of the Only begotten.* 
" Let there be a firmament." It is the 
voice of the primary and principal Cause. 
"And God made the firmament." Here is 
a witness to the active and creative power 
of God. 

5. But let us continue our explanation : 
^^JLet it divide the waters from the waters.** * 
The mass of waters, which from all direc- 
tions flowed over the earth, and was sus- 
pended in the air, was infinite, so that there 
was no proportion between it and the other 
elements. Thus, as it has been alreaciv 
said, the abyss covered the earth. We will 
give the reason for this abundance of water. 
None of you assuredly will attack our 
opinion; not even those who have the most 
cultivated minds, and whose piercing eye 
can penetrate this perishable and fleeting 
nature ; you will not accuse me of advancing 
impossible or imaginary theories, nor will you 
nsk me upon what foundation the fluid 
element rests. By the same reason which 
makes them attract the earth, heavier than 
water, from the extremities of the world to 
suspend it in the centre, they will grant us 
without doubt that it is due both to its nat- 
ural attraction downwards and its general 
equilibrium, that this immense quantity of 
water rests motionless upon the earth.* 
Therefore the prodigious mass of waters was 
spread around the earth; not in proportion 
with it and infinitely larger, thanks to the fore- 
sight of the supreme Artificer, Who, from the 
beginning, foresaw what was to come, and at 
the first provided all for the future needs of 
the world. But what need was there for this 
superabundance of water? The essence of 
fire is necessary for the world, not only in 
the (Economy of earthly produce, but for the 
completion of the universe ; for it would be 
imperfect* if the most powerful and the most 

1 Gen. I. 7. 

> With Christian associations it is startling to read at the 
end of the Timxus that the Cosmos is the «i«ewK rov 9«oi;, or, 
according to another reading, itscif Ococ, . . . /ytovayevi^c a»v, 

> Gen. i. 6. 

* According to Plutarch (ircpl rStv dp^a«c : etc. iii. 10) Thales 
and the Stoics affirmed the earth to be spherical, Thales {id. 
1 1 ) placing it " in the middle." Pliny, //«>/. Nat. ii. 4, says 
that the earth " umiversi cardine stare pendentem lihrantem 
per qua pendeat ; ita solam immobilem circa earn voinbili 
universitatet eandem ex omnibus necti^ eidemque omnia in 
Miii." 

* On Kokofi^t docked, curtailed, cf. Matt. xxiv. aa. 



vital of its elements were lacking.' Now 
fire and water are hostile to and destructive 
of each other. Fire, if it is the stronger, de- 
stroys water, and water, if in greater abun- 
dance, destroys fire. As, therefore, it was 
necessary to avoid an open struggle between 
these elements, so as not to bring about the 
dissolution of the universe by the total disap- 
pearance of one or the other, the sovereign 
Disposer created such a quantity of water 
that in spite of constant diminution from the 
efliects of fire, it could last until the time 
fixed for the destruction of the world. He 
who planned all with weight and measure, 
He who, according to the word of Job, 
knows the number of the drops of rain,* 
knew how long His work would last, and 
for how much consumption of fire He ought 
to allow. This is the reason of the abun- 
dance of water at the creation. Further, there 
is no one so strange to life as to need to 
learn the reason why fire is essential to the 
world. Not only all the arts which support 
life, the art of weaving, that of shoemaking, 
of ardhitecture, of agriculture, have need of 
the help of fire, but the vegetation of trees, the 
ripening of fruits, the breeding of land and 
water animals, and their nourishment, all ex- 
isted from heat from the beginning, and have 
been since maintained by the action of heat. 
The creation of heat was then indispensable 
for the formation and the preservation of 
beings, and the abundance ol waters was no 
less so in the presence of the constant and in- 
evitable consumption by fire. 

6. Survey creation ; you will see the 
power of heat reigning over all that is born 
and perishes. On account of it comes all the 
water spread over the earth, as well as that 
which is beyond our sight and is dispersed 
in the depths of the earth. On account of it 
are abundance of fountains, springs or wells, 
courses of rivers, both mountain torrents and 
ever flowing streams, for the storing of 
moisture in many and various reser\-oirs. 
From the East, from the winter solstice 
flows the Indus, the greatest river of the 
earth, according to geographers. From th*e 
middle of the East proceed the Bactrus,* 
the Choaspes,* and the Araxes,* from which 
the Tanais* detaches itself to fall into the 
Palus-Maeotis.' Add to these the Phasis* 
which descends from Mount Caucasus, and 
countless other rivers, which, from northern 
regions, flow into' the Euxine Sea. From 

* The supremacy of fire was the idea of Heraclitus. TJ* »vp 
%thv vjtti,Krfifta,9i,v *lfrra(r<K . . . «eai 'Hpa<Afirof. Clem. Alez., 
Protrep. v. 55. Plutarch has an essay on the comparative use 
fulness ot fire and water. 

« Job xxxvi. 37, 1.XX. » Probably the Volg-a i« meant. 

* Balkh. • Don. » Phas. 
< Kerak. ^ Sea of Asov. 
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the warm countries of the West, from the 
foot of the Pyrenees, arise the Tartessus ' and 
the Ister,* of which the one discharges itself 
into the sea beyond the Pillars and the other, 
after flowing through Europe, falls into the 
Euxine Sea. Is there any need to enume- 
rate those which the Ripaean mountains ' 
pour forth in the heart of Scythia, the 
Rhone,* and so many other rivers, all navi- 
gable, which after having watered the coun- 
tries of the western Gauls and of Celts and 
of the neighbouring barbarians, flow into the 
Western sea? And others from the higher 
regions of the South flow through Ethiopia 
to discharge themselves some inta our sea, 
others into inaccessible seas, the yEgon * 
the Nyses, the Chremetes,* and above all the 
Nile, which is not of the character of a river 
when, like a sea, it inundates Egypt. Thus the 
habitable pait of our earth is surrounded by 
water, linked together by vast seas and irri- 
gated by countless perennial rivers, thanks to 
the ineflTable wisdom of Him Who ordered 
all to prevent this rival element to fire from 
being entirely destroyed. 

However, a time will come, when all shall 
be consumed by fire ; as Isaiah says of the 
God of the universe in these words, " That 
saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up 
thy rivers."^ Reject then the foolish wis- 
dom of this world,* and receive with me the 
more simple but infallible doctrine of truth. 

7. Therefore we read : ^^Let there be a 
firmament in the midst of the waters^ and let 
it divide the waters from the waters. ^^ I 
have said what the word firmament in Script- 
ure means. It is not in reality a firm and 
solid substance which has weight and reSs- 
tance ; this name would otherwise have better 
suited the earth. But, as the substance of 
superincumbent bodies is light, without con- 
sistwMicy, and cannot be grasped by any one 
of our senses, it is in comparison with these 
pure and imperceptible substances that the 
firmament has received its name. Imagine 
a place fit to divide the moisture, sending it, 
if pure and filtered, into higher regions, and 
making it fall, if it is dense and earthy ; to 

• Kbro. « The Danube. 

• Used Tajfuclv for any mountains in the nnrth of Europe 
and Asia. Sirabo (vii. pp. 39$, tg^) considers Ihein fabulous. 

4 A varia lectio is Knd^inus. 

• Kfmv is property the /E«:an Sea. 

• B tail's ffcotraphy is bad. He miffht have improved it by 
Gon^ultinfi^ Straoo or Ptolemxns, but has been content to go 
f'>r his facts t » Aristotle {Met. i. 1.)), whose errors he repents. 
Fiulon remarks •• nouvelle preuve de V indifference dex citis 
ffrecqnes de fAxie four cet Occident iointain dont el/ex se 
xe^arirent *i facilement,^^ If this refers to the t^eolotfical 
separation it is hardlv fair. The East in the 4tii c. and 5th c. 
ic!ievired no indifference to the sympathy of the W., and when 
thi; split came the ** separation ''was not taken ** easily." 

' I«a. xliv. aj. 

• Schools ot " the wisdom of the world " did, however, 
teach that the world was a world i*v6*k9vov kai ^^opTOf. r/. 
Lucretius v. jjj, ** toinm mativum mortal i corpore constat" 



the end that by the gradual withdrawal of 
the moist particles the same temperature may 
be preserved from the beginning to the end. 
You do not believe in this prodigious quan- 
tity of water ; but you do not take into 
account the prodigious quantity of heat, less 
considerable no doubt in bulk, but exceed- 
ingly powerful nevertheless, if you consider 
it as destructive of moisture. It attracts 
surrounding moisture, as the melon shows 
us, and consumes it as quickly when at- 
tracted, as the fiame of the lamp draws to it 
the fuel supplied by the wick and burns it 
up. Who doubts that the ather is an ardent 
fire?* If an impassable limit had not been 
assigned to it by the Creator, what would pre- 
vent it from setting on fire and consuming 
all that is near it, and absorbing all the moist- 
ure from existing things ? The aerial waters 
which veil the heavens with vapours that are 
sent forth by rivers, fountains, marshes, 
lakes, and seas, prevent the ajther from in- 
vading and burning up the universe. Thus 
we see even this sun, in the summer season, 
dry up in a moment a damp and marshy 
country, and make it perfectly arid. What 
has become of all the water? Let these mas- 
ters of omniscience tell us. Is it not plain 
to every one that it has risen in vapour, and 
has been consumed by the heat of the sun? 
They say, none the less, that even the sun is 
without heat. What time they lose in 
words ! And see what proof they lean upon 
to resist what is perfectly plain. Its colour 
is white, and neither reddish nor yellow. It 
is not then fiery by nature, and its heat re- 
sults, they say, from the velocity of its rota- 
tion.' What do they gain? That the sun 
does not seem to absorb moisture? I do not, 
however, reject this statement, although it 
is false, because it helps my argument. I 
said that the consumption of heat required 
this prodigious quantity of water. That the 
sun owes its heat to its nature, or that heat 
results from its action, 'makes no diflerence, 
provided that it produces the same efi'ects 
upon the same matter. If you kindle fire by 
rubbing two pieces of wood together, or if 
you light them by holding them to a flame, 
you will have absolutely the same efiect. 
Besides, we see that the great wisdom of 
Him who governs all, makes the sun travel 



* So the *• liqitidissimus ettker** of the Epicurean Lucretius 
(v. 501), •• Suos ijfnes fert ; " i.e. the fiery stars are of the nat- 
lire "f the element in which they move. cj. the Stoic Man- 
ilius i. 14Q, •• fg^nis in afh/>reas rolucer se snstultt oras sum- 
tnague complexity ste/lantis cnlmina catliy Flammarum vallo 
natung matnia fecit. ^^ 

> So Aristotle, Meteor, i. 3, 30. 'OpMficv iij ry\v Kiytftriy on 
Svvarai iiaxpivtiy rbi' atpa koX €Kwvpov¥ wore «cal ra ifftpofitya 
rriKOtitua ^taivtofai iroAAaici^. Tb tiiv ovv yiyvfir$ai rriv aAeav Kal 
Tri¥ BtpfJiorriTa iicovig c(rrt irapaaicrva^cii' xai ij rov ^Xiov 0opd 

flOVOV* 
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from one region to another, for fear that, if 
it remained always in the same place, its 
excessive heat wonld destroy the order of the 
universe. Novvr it passes into southern 
regions about the tims of the winter solstice, 
now it returns to the sign of the equinox ; 
from thence it betakes itself to northern 
regions durinor the summer solstice, and 
keeps up by this imperceptible passage a 
pleasant temperature throughout all the 
world. 

Let tlie learned people see if they do not 
dis.iT^ree amon^j themselves. The water 
which the sun consumes is, they say, what 
prevents the se.i from rising and flooding 
the rivers ; the warmth of the sun leaves 
behind the salts and the bitterness of the 
waters, and absorbs from them the pure and 
drinkable particles,* thanks to the singular 
virtue of this planet in attracting all that is 
light and in allowing to fall, like mud and 
sediment, all which is thick and earthy. From 
thence come the bitterness, the salt taste, 
and the power of withering and drying up, 
which are characteristic of the sea. While, 
as is notorious, they hold these views, they 
shift thjir ground and say that moisture can- 
not be lessened by the sun.* 

8. " And Uod called the Jirmament 
heaven.** * The nature of right belongs to 
another, and the firmament only shares it on 
account of its resemblance to heaven. We 
often find the visible region called heaven, 
on account of the density and continuity of 
the air within our ken, and deriving its name 
'* heaven " from the word which means to 
see/ It is of it that Scripture says, " The 
fowl of the air,"* '* Fowl that may fly . . . 
in the open firmament of heaven;"' and, 
elsewhere, "They mount up to heaven."' 
Moses, blessing the tribe of Joseph, desires 
for it the fruits and the dews of heaven, of 
the suns of summer and the conjunctions of 
the moon, and blessings from the tops of the 
mountains and from the everlasting hills," * 

1 cf. Dioe. L;iert. vii. on Zuno. TpivtvBai M t& iiirrvpa 

So Ze lo, Chrysippus, and Posidonius. 

* Pliny (ii. 103, 10^) writes : *• Itaque tolls ardore siccatur 
liquor; . . . stc mart laie patent i saporem incoqui saiiSfOut 
^ui<$ exkauxto inde dulci ienuique^ quod facillime trahat vis 
ignta^ omu* asperi't* crassiuxque linquatur: ideo summa 
ttquarum aqua dulciorem pro/undam : hauc esse veriorem 
ca.Hsam asperi saporis^ quam quod mare terra ^ sudor sit 
aternus : ant quia plurimum ex arido misceatur ilfi vapore^ 
a.'tt quia terra uatura sicut medicatas aquas iuficiat.** The 
first of these three theories was that of Hippocrates {De Aere^ 
LociSt et Aquis, iv. 197) and of Anaximander (Plutarch ireoi 
r^j aif'aK, etc. ii. 5^i). On the second vide Arist., Proh. xxiii. 

i-). The idea of the sea beinif the earth's sweat was that of 
^npedocles. cf, Arist., Meteor, ii. 1. 
» Gen. i. 8. 

« The derivation of ovoav<ic from opaw is imaeinarv. Aris. 
totle {De Cat. i. 19, 9) derives it from j>po«, a ooundarv. cf. 
'Ooiitay. The real root is the Skt. t;ar= cover. M. MUIIer, 
Oxford Essays, 1856. 

» Ps. viii. 8. » Ps. cvH. j6. 

* Gen. i. 30. ' cf. Deut. xxxiii. 13-15, LXX. 



in one word, from all which fertilises the 
earth. In the curses on Israel it is said, 
*' And thy heaven that is over thy head shall 
be brass."* What does this mean? It 
threatens him with a complete drought, with 
an absence of the aerial waters which cause 
the fruits of the earth to be brought forth 
and to grow. 

Since, then. Scripture says that the dew 
or the rain falls from heaven, we under- 
stand that it is from those waters which have 
been ordered to occupy the higher regions. 
When the exhalations from the earth, 
gathered together in the heights of the air, 
are cond.ensed under the pressure of the wind, 
this aerial moisture difiuses itself in vaporous 
and light clouds; then mingling again, it 
forms drops which fall, dragged down by 
their own weight ; and this is the origin of 
rain. When water beaten by the violence 
of the wind, changes into foam, and passing 
through excessive cold quite freezes, it breaks 
the cloud, and falls as snow.* You can thus 
account for all the moist substances that the 
air suspends over our heads. 

'And do not let any one compare with the 
inquisitive discussions of philosophers upon 
the heavens, the simple and inartificial char- 
acter of the utterances of the Spirit ; as the 
beauty of chaste women surpasses that of a 
harlot,* so our arguments are superior to 
those of our opponents. They only seek to 
persuade by forced reasoning. With us truth 
presents itself naked and without arjificc. 
But why torment ourselves to refute the 
errors of philosophers, when it is sufficient to 
produce their mutually contradictory books, 
aitd, as quiet spectators, to watch the war.^* 
For those thinkers are not less numerous, nor 
less celebrated, nor more sober in speech in 
fighting their adversaries, who say that the 
universe is being consumed by fire, and that 
from the seeds which remain in the ashes of 
the burnt world all is being brought to life 
again. Hence in the world there is de- 
struction and palingenesis to infinity.* All, 
equally far from the truth, find each on their 
side bv-wavs which lead them to error. 

9. But as far as concerns the separation 
of the waters I am obliged to contest the 



* Deut. xxviii. 2t^, 

3 cf, Aribt., Meteor, i. 9-1 a, and Plutarch vcpl ritv apiint. etc. 
iii. 4* 

« FiaHn quotes Hor., Ep. i. iS: " Ut matr<ma meretrici 
dispar erit atque Discolor. 

* The well Known " Her campos iustructa^ tua sine parte 
pericli suave etiam belli certamtna mag'na tueri" (Lucr. ii.c) 
may be an echo of some Greek lines in the preacher's mind, 
just as the precedinu^ •• suave mari mag'no** is of Menandcr. 

^ ** These Stoical atheists did aU) aj^ree with the Keiierultty 
ofthe other Stoical theists in supposini; a successive infinity of 
worlds g^enerated and corrupted" (dirciota Koati'av) "by reason 
of iaiervuuiug periodical condagratlons." CUd worth, 1. iiu 
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opinion of certain writers in the Church * 
who, under the shadow of high and sublime 
conceptions, have launched out into meta- 
phor, and have only seen in the waters a 
figure to denote spiritual and incorporeal pow- 
ers. In the higher regions, above the firma- 
ment, dwell the better ; in the lower regions, 
earth and matter are the dwelling place of the 
malignant. So, say they, God is praised by 
the waters that are above the heaven, that is 
to s:iy, by the good powers, the purity of 
whose soul makes them worthy to sing the 
praises of God. And the waters which are 
under the heaven represent the wicked spirits, 
who from their natural height have fallen 
into the abyss of evil. Turbulent, seditious, 
agitated by the tumultuous waves of passion, 
they have received the name of sea, because 
of the instability and the inconstancy of their 
movements.' Let us reject these theories as 
dreams anJ old women's tales. Let us un- 
derstand that by water water is meant ; for the 
dividing of the waters by the firmament let 
us accept the reason which has been given 
us. Although, however, waters above the 
heaven are invited to give glory to the Lord 
of the Universe, do not let us think of them 
as intelligent beings; the heavens are not 
alive because they " declare the glory of 
God," nor the firmament a sensible being 
because it '* sheweth His handiwork." ' And 
if they tell you that the heavens mean con- 
templative powers, and the firmament active 
powers which produce good, we admire 
the theory as ingenious without being able 
to acknowledge the truth of it. For thus 
dew, the frost, cold and heat, wliich in 
Daniel are ordered to praise the Creator of 
all things,* will be intelligent and invisible 
natures. Biit this is only a figure, accepted as 
such by enlightened minds, to complete the 
glory of the Creator. Besides, the waters 
above the heavens, these waters privileged by 
the virtue which they possess in themselves, 
are not the only waters to celebrate the 
praises of God. " Praise the Lord from 
the earth, ye dragons and all deeps." * Thus 
the singer of the Psalms does not reject the 
deeps which our inventors of allegories rank 
in the divisions of evil ; he admits them to the 
universal choir of creation, and the deeps 
sing in their language a harmonious hymn 
to the glory of the Creator. 

10. ** And God saw that it was good.^^ 
God does not judge of the beauty of His work 
by the charm of the eyes, and He does not 

* i^, Orif^en. 

* cf, Jerome to Pammachlus against John of Jerusalem. § 7 
(in this edition vnl. vi. p. ^aS) and Orion's Homily on Gent* 
Bis, nnmerved in Uie Translation of Ruhnus. 



•Pa. xvili. I. 



* Bened. 



»Ps.cxlviii.7. 



form the same idea of beauty that we do. 
What He esteems beautiful is that which 
presents in its perfection all the fitness * of 
art, and that which tends to the usefulness of 
its end. He, then, who proposed to Himself 
a manifest design in His works, approved 
each one of them, as fulfilling its end in ac- 
cordance with His creative purpose. A hand, 
an eye, or any portion of a statue lying 
apart from the rest, would look beautiful to 
no one. But if each be rcstoied to its own 
place, the beauty of proportion, until now 
almost unperceived, would strike even the 
most uncultivated. But the artist, before 
uniting the parts of his work, distinguishes 
and recognises the beauty of each of them, 
thinking of the object that he has in view. It 
is thus that Scripture depicts to us the Supieme 
Artist, praising each one of His works ; soon, 
when His work is complete, He will accord 
well deserved praise to the whole together. 
Let me here end my discourse on the second 
day, to allow my industrious hearers to ex- 
amine what they have just heard. May their 
memory retain it for the profit .of their soul; 
inay they by careful meditation inwardly 
digest and benefit by what I say. As for 
those who live by their work, let me allow 
them to attend all day to their business, so 
that they may come, with a soul free from 
anxiety, to the banquet cf my discourse in 
the evening. May God who, after having 
made such great things, put such weak 
words i.i my mouth, grant you the intelli- 
gence of His truth, so that you may raise 
yourselves from visible things to' the invisible 
Being, and that the grandeur and beauty of 
creatures may give you a just idea of the 
Creator. For the visible things of Him from 
the creation of the world are clearly seen, and 
His power and divinity are eternal.* Thus 
earth, air, sky, water, day, night, all visible 
things, remind us of who is our Benefactor. 
We shall not therefore give occasion to sin, 
we shall not give place to the enemy within 
us, if by unbroken recollection we keep God 
ever dwelling in our hearts, to Whom be all 
glory and all adoration, now and for ever, 
world without end. Amen. 



* KoXov fxiv ovv itrriy h av £' a»;T?> aiptrov 6v iwaivtrhv ^, ^ 6 
ay iya6oy ok iiSu ^ on ayt^oi'. Arist., Rhet. i. 9. 

cf. E. Burke {On the Sitbiime and PeautifuL iii. % 6): 
" It is true that the infinitely wise and ^oud creator has, of his 
bounty, freauently joined beauty to those thinj^s which he has 
made useful to us. IJut this does not prove f' -t our idea <»f 
use and beauty arc the same thinj^, or that they arc in :iny \v:iy 
dependent on each other.'* Dr. Johnson insrmres a pnintin}; 
on a coffee-cuj^ as beautiful, butnnt useful. *• Boswcll,** yVnn. 
1773. St, Basil's idea is in accord with that of Rusk in {^Mod. 
A chap. vi.). "In all hiijh ideas of beauty it is more th:in 
probable that much of the pleasure depends on delicate and 
untraceable perception of htne<is, propriety, and ri-httinn. 
which are purely intellectual, and through wliich we arrive at 
our noblest ideas of what is commonly and rightly called * in- 
tellectual bcauty.» »» « cf, Rom. I. ao. 



72 BASIL. 

HOMILY IV. place, and let the dry land appear, and it 

was so." And the water which was under 

Upon the gathering together cf the waters. the heaven gathered together unto one place ; 

I. There are towns where the inhabit- " ^nd God called the dry lantl earth and the 

ants, from dawn to eve, feast their eyes ou the gathering together of the waters called He 

tricks of innumerable conjurors. They are seas. What trouble you have given ir.e in 

never tired of hearing dissolute songs which ™y previous discourses by asking me why 

cause much impurity to spring up in dieir *»« e-',™* "»*■«* invisible, why all bodies are 

souls, and tliev are ofien called happy, be- «Wturally endued with colour, and why all 

cause they ne-Icct the cares of business and ^°'°*"' <=o""'* W"^^"" *h« sense of sight, 

trades useful to life, and pass the time, which And, perhaps, my reason did not appear 

is assigned to them on this earth, in idleness sufficient to jou, when I said that the earth, 

and pleasure. They do not know that a w'hout being naturally invisible, -was so to 

theatre full of impure sights is, for those V.S' ^because of the mass of water that en- 

who sit there, a common school of vice; tirely covered it. Hear then how Scripture 

that these melodious and meretricious songs ^xp ams itself. " Let the waters be gath- 

itisinuate themselves into men's souls, and SIP'' *°gf •'."'.""*' ^*^* tiie dry land appear." 

all who hear them, eager to imitate the Z^t ^^^'^ . 'S lifted and allows the earth, 

notes ' of Iwrpers and pipers, are filled with hitherto invisible, to be seen. Perhaps 

filthiness » Some oth.-rsf who ..r- w!l,l nfi^r yo" wi" ask me new questions. And first. 



filthiiiess.* Some others, who are wild after ? .^ i ,- ■ 

horses, think they are backing their horses !? '* "*»' ? |"'\ij[ ""'"""^ '''?' ^'«*f .*'*>«"» 

ill their dreams; they h.-irness their chariots, downwards? Why, then, does Scripture 

change their drivers, and even in sleep are l^^"^ *'"« *° *« **»' ^^ **>« 9''*f °''L ^^ 
not free from the folly of the day.» And Ifng as water is spre.-id over a level surface, 
shall we, whom the Lord, the great worker }t<'oesnot flow; it is immovable. But when 
of marvels, calls to the contemplation of His '* '''!*'* ?"y ^'?P*' immediately the foremost 
own works, tire of looking at them, or be P*"",**" falls, then the one that follows takes 
slow to hear the words of the Holy Spirit? »« P ace, and that one is itself replaced by a 
Shall we not rather stand around' the vast * '"■^'- Thus incessantly they flow, pressmg 
and varied workshop of divine creation and, Jh«. o"e on the other, and the rapidity of 
carried back in mind to the times of old, their course is m proportion to the mass of 
shall we not view all the order of creation? Y"**^'" ^^t'\ -^ carried, and the declivity 
Heaven, poised like a dome, to quote the <'°:'" ^Y ." '? °"'*'* '^ """'' '* *''"" 
words of the prophet ;* earth, this immense "•''*"™ of water, it was supererogatory to 
mass which rests upon itself ; the air around command it to gather into one place. It 
it, of a soft and fluid nature, a true and con- yf.,!'«""^V f." f T"* °*^ its natural in- 
tinual nourishment for all who breathe it, of « al"''ty; to fall into the most hollow part of 
such tenuity that it yields and opens at the l^« *^"i*'' ""''"*'* *°*!°P ""»'' the levelling of 
least movement of the body, opposing no ."^ ^"•'f"^^ ^/ see how there is nothing so 
resistance to our motions, while, in a mo- level as the surface of water. Besides, they 
ment, it streams back to its place, behind ""^i^ how d,d the waters receive an order to 
tliose who cleave it; water, finally, that sup- S'**''*^'' 'nto one place, when we see several 
plies drink for man, or may be designed for seas, separated from each other by the great- 
our other needs, and the marvellous gather- ??.* ^.stances? To the first question I reply: 
ing together of it into definite places which Since God s command, you know perfectly 
have been assigned to it: such is the spec well the motion of water; you know that it 
tacle which the words which I have just read '« "nsteady and unstable and falls naturally 
will show vou *'^*'*" oechvities and into hollow places. But 
2. ^' And God said. Let the waters under ^''f was its nature before this command 
the heaven be gathered tosrether unto one '"^'''= 't take its course? You do not know 
i! yourself, an I you have heard from no eye- 
rie wGia.pn.pcriy'* Nat," ••stroke." is used of the blow of witness. Think, in reality, that a word of 

Ihc plectrum on the t.tri.i:r and luMice of the note produced. HnH miL-***! fV»*» n'lfnr^ an/l fl-inf fl-ilc <-kr«h>r \tt 

^cf. Plato, lirp. hi. is. ad init., nnd his reference to the ^^^ maKes tHc nature, ancl tnat tliis orUer 18 
'iA<»a<r2>c aixuTiT^f of Homer, //.xvii.5S6. The same subject is for the creatufc E direction for its future 

treated of the Z,azt'5 ii. 6 3 and c and vii. rr«i_ i *• /• i 

a cf. At., Nub, i6. owiooiroA«z Unox^ and 37, fwipoiroXee <cai course. Therc was only one creation of day 
Uvi^v inn.KTiu, Socuudian.Devi, Cons. //om.i,sf.: and night, and since that moment they have 

%:!^oi:io^ToV.fdTa':f^^^^^^^^^ incessantly succeeded each other and divided 

Venator defessa toro rttm membra reponit^ time intO CQUal partS. 

Mens tamm ad nylvas et sua lustra redtt, , / t . ^i_ , 1 .1 « 

judicibusiites.airigttsomniacurms, 3* "Let the waters be gathered to- 

Vanaque noclumis meia cavetur equit* - 

« IM. XI. 22, LXX. I Gen. i. 9, 10. 
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gether." It was ordered that it should be 
the natural property of water to flow, and 
in obedience to this order, the waters are 
never weary in their course. In speaking 
thus, I have only in view the flowing prop- 
erty of waters. Some flow of their own ac- 
cord like springs and rivers, others are col- 
lected and stationary. But I speak now of 
flowing waters. " Let the waters be gath- 
ered together unto one place." Have you 
never thought, when standing near a spring 
which is sending forth water abundantly, Who 
makes this water spring from the bowels of 
the earth? Who forced it up? Where are 
the store-houses which send it forth ? To 
what place is it hastening? How is it that 
it is never exhausted here, and never over- 
flows there? All this comes from that first 
command ; it was for the waters a signal for 
their course. 

In all the story of the waters remember 
this first order, *' let the waters be gathered 
together." To take their assigned places 
t'ley were obliged to flow, and, once arrived 
there, to remain in their place and not to go 
farther. Thus in the language of Ecclesias- 
tes, " All the waters run into the sea ; yet 
the sea is notfull." * Waters flow in virtue of 
God's order, and the sea is enclosed in limits 
according to this first law, " Let the waters 
be gathered together unto one place." For 
fear the water should spread beyond its 
bed, and in its successive invasions cover 
one by one all countries, and end by flooding 
the whole earth, it received the order to gather 
unto one place. Thus we often see the furi- 
ous sea raising mighty waves to the heaven, 
and, when once it has touched the shore, break 
its impetuosity in foam and retire. " Fear 
V * not me, saith the Lord. . . . which have 
placed the sand for the bound of the sea." • 
A grain of sand, the weakest thing possible, 
curbs the violence of the ocean. For what 
would prevent the Red Sea from invading the 
whole of Egypt, which lies lower, and uniting 
itself to the other sea which bathes its shores, 
were it not fettered by the fiat of the Creator ? 
And if I say that Egypt is lower than the 
Rjd Sea, it is because experience has con- 
vinced us of it every time that an attempt 
h:is been made to join the sea of Egvpt* to 
the Indian Ocean, of which the Red Sea is a 
part.* Thus we have renounced this enter- 
prise, as also have the Egyptian Sesostris, 
who conceived the idea, and Darius the Mede 
who afterwards wished to carry it out.* 

' Eccl. i. 6. 7. * Jcr. ▼. aa. • ijt. the Meditermnean. 

* Ceminum mart . . . qmod Ruhrum dixtre nostri , . , in 
duos dividitur ginus, T» qui ah oriente Persicus est , , . at. 
iero xi'tH Arabico nominato, Plio. vi. aS. 

* This illustration is taken from the work on which Basil 



I rep(jrt this fact to make you understand 
the full force of the command, " Let the 
waters be gathered unto one place " ; that is 
to say, let there be no other gathering, and, 
once gathered, let them not disperse. 

4. To say that the waters were gathered 
in one place indicates that previously they 
were scattered in many places. The moun- 
tains, intersected by deep ravines, accumu- 
lated water in their valleys, when from every 
direction the waters betook themselves to 
the one gathering place. What vast plains, 
in their extent resembling wide seas, what 
valleys, what cavities hollowed in many dif- 
ferent ways, at that time full of water, must 
have been emptied by the command of God I 
But we must not therefore say, that if the 
water covered the face of the earth, all the 
basins which have since received the sea were 
originally full. Where can the gathering of 
the waters have come from if the basins were 
already full? These basins, w^e reply, were 
only prepared at the moment when the 
water had to unite in a single mass. At 
that time the sea which is beyond Gadeira ' 
and the vast ocean, so dreaded by navigators, 
which surrounds the isle of Britain and 
western Spain, did not exist. But, all of a 
sudde», God created this vast space, and the 
mass of waters flowed in. 

Now if our explanation of the creation of 
the world may appear contrary to experience, 
(because it is evident that all the waters 
did not flow together in one place,) many 
answers may be made, all obvious as soon as 
they are stated. Perhaps it is even ridicu- 
lous to reply to such objections. Ought they 
to bring forward in opposition ponds and 
accumulations of rain water, and think that 
this is enough to upset our reasonings? 
Evidently the chief and most complete 
afl^uence of the waters was what received 
the name of gathering unto one place. 
For wells are also gathering places for water, 
made by the hand of man to receive the 
moisture diflused in the hollow of the earth. 
This name of gathering does not mean any 
chance massing of water, but the greatest 
and most important one, wherein the ele- 

has been so largely dependent, the Meteorology o^ Aristotle 
(i. 14, S4S). Pliny (vl. 3^) writes : •* Doneos JPortus, ex quo 
naxug-ahUem alveum ptrducere in Nilum^ qua parte ad Delta 
dictum decurrit Ixit. mill. D. Pass, intervallo^ quod inter 
jlumen et Ruhrum mare inter est, primus omnium Sesostris 
yEgvpti rex cogittrvit ; mox Darius I'ersarum ; deindt 
Pto'femetus sequens** (i.e. Ptolemy II.) " • . • deter ru it inuu- 
dationis metus, excelsiore tribus'cuhitis Rubra mari con>p»rto 
quam terra jEgypti.** Herodotus (ii. i^S) attributes tl «- canal 
to Necho. Strnbo (xvii. S04) says L>arius, in sui;pn8in{>^ 
E^pt to lie lower than the sea, was i^ci>5«i «rc«r9c(c. '1 l»e early 
canal, choked by sand, was reopened by Trajan, and choked 
a^ain. Aniron. Omar's general, again cleared it, but it was 
blocked A.D. 767. The present Suez Canal, opened in 1S69, 
follows a new course. 

* i.e. Cadiz, a corruption of Gadeira, which, like Gcder and 
Gadara, is connected with the Phoenician Gadir^ an enclosure. 
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ment is shewn collected together. In the 
same way that fire, in spite of its being 
divided into minute particles which are suf- 
ficient for our needs here, is spread in a 
mass in the sether; in the same way that 
air, in spite of a like minute division, has 
occupied the region round the earth ; so also 
water, in spite of the small amount spread 
abroad everywhere, only forms one gather- 
ing together, that which separates the whole 
element from the rest. Without doubt the 
lakes as well those of the northern regions 
and those that are to be found in Greece, in 
Macedonia, in Bithynia and in Palestine, are 
gatlierings together of waters; but here 
it means the greatest of all, that gathering 
the extent of which equals that of the earth. 
The first contain a great quantity of water; 
no one will denv this. Neveitheless no one 
could reasonably give them the name of seas, 
not even if they are like the great sea, 
charged with salt and sand. They instance 
for example, the Lacus Asphaltitis in Judsea, 
and the Serbonian lake which extends be- 
tween Egypt and Palestine in the Arabian 
desert. These are lakes, and there is only 
one sea, as those affirm who have travelled 
round the earth. Although some authorities 
think the Hyrcanian and Caspian S^as are 
enclosed in their own boundaries, if we are 
to believe the geographers, they communi- 
cate with each other and together discharge 
themselves into the Great Sea.* It is thus 
that, according to their account, the Red Sea 
and that beyond Gadeira only form one. 
Then why did God call the difierent masses 
of water seas? This is the reason; the 
waters flowed into one place, and their dif- 
ferent accumulations, that is to say, the gulfs 
that the earth embraced in her folds, received 
from the Lord the name of seas : North Sea, 
South Sea, Eastern Sea, and Western Sea. 
The seas have even their own names, the Eux- 
ine, the Propontis, the Hellespont, the yE- 
gean, the Ionian, the Sardinian, the Sicilian, 
the Tyrrhene, and many other names of 
which an exact enumeration would now be 
too long, and quite out of place. See why 
God calls the gathering together of waters 
seas. But let us return to' the point from 
which the course of my argument has di- 
verted me. 

5. And God said : "Z^/ the waters he 
gathered together unto one place and let the 
dry land appear'' He did not say let the 
earth appear, so as not to show itself again 

without form, mud- like, and in combination 

* 

> Plinv (vi. 15) shared a common error that the Caspian 
flowed into a Ncirthem Sea. The eastern part was known as 
the Hyrcanian, the western ae the Caspian. Strabo xi. 507, «t 

•9' 



with the water, nor yet endued with proper 
form and virtue. At the same time, lest we 
should attribute the drying of the earth to 
the sun, the Creator shows it to us dried 
before the creation of the sun. Let us fol- 
low the thought Scripture gives us. Not 
only the water which was covering the earth 
flowed off from it, but all that which had 
filtered into its depths withdrew in obedience 
to the irresistible order of the sovereigrn 
Master. And it was so. This is quite 
enough to show that the Creator's voice had 
effect : however, in several editions, there is 
added ''And the water which was under 
the heavens gathered itself unto one place 
and the dry land was seen ; " words that other 
interpreters have not given, and which do 
not appear conformable to Hebrew usage. 
In fact, after the assertion, " and it was so," 
it is superfluous to repeat exactly the same 
thing. In accurate copies these words are 
marked with an obelus, which is the sign of 
rejection. 

*''• And God called the dry land earth ; and 
the gathering together of the waters called 
He seas" * Why does Scripture say above 
that the waters were gathered together 
unto one place, and that the dry earth ap- 
peared ? Why does it add here the dry land 
appeared, and God gave it the name of 
earth? It is that dryness is the property 
which appears to characterize the nature of 
the subject, whilst the word earth is only 
its simple name. Just as reason is the dis- 
tinctive faculty of man, and the word man 
serves to designate the being gifled with this 
faculty, so dryness is the special and peculiar 
quality of the earth. The element essen- 
tially dry receives therefore the name of 
earth, as the animal who has a neigh for a 
characteristic cry is called a horse. The 
other elements, like the earth, have re- 
ceived some peculiar property which distin- 
guishes them from the rest, and makes them 
known for what they are. Thus water has 
cold for its distinguishing property ; air, 
moisture ; fire, heat. But this theory really 
applies only to the primitive elements of 
the world. The elements which contribute 
to the formation of bodies, and come under 
our senses, show us these qualities in com- 
bination, and in the whole of nature our 
ey6s and senses can find nothing which 
is completely singular, simple and pure. 
Earth is at the same time dry and cold ; 



1 The ol>elu8 (f) is used by Jerome to mark superflanus 
matter in the Ixx. cf. Jer. p. 494, in Canon Fremantle's 
Translation. The addiUon in question appears neither in the 
Vulgate, nor in Aquila, or Sj^rmmachus, or Theodotion. Am* 
brose, however, in Htxatm, ui. 5 approres of it. 

* Gen. i. 10 
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water, cold and moist ; air, moist and warm ; 
fire, warm and dry. It is by the combina- 
tion of their qualities that the different ele- 
ments can mingle. Thanks to a common 
quality each of them mixes with a neigh- 
bouring element, and this natural alliance 
attaches it to the contrary element. For 
example, earth, which is at the same time 
dry and cold, finds in cold a relationship 
which unites it to water, and by the means 
of water unites itself to air. Water placed 
bw'twcen the two, appears to give each a 
h:md, and, on account of its double quality, 
allies itself to earth by cold and to air by 
moisture. Air, in its turn, takes the middle 
place and plays the part of a mediator be- 
tween the inimical natures of water and fire, 
united to the first by moisture, and to the 
second by heat. Finally, lire, of a nature 
at the same time warm and dry, is linked to 
air by warmth, and by its dryness reunites 
itself to the earth. And from this accord 
and from this mutual mixture of elements, 
results a circle and an harmonious choir 
whence each of the elements deserves its name. 
I have said this in order to explain why God 
has given to the diy land the name of earth, 
without however calling the earth diy. It 
is because dryness is not one of those qual- 
ities which the earth acquired afterwards, 
but one of those which constituted its essence 
from the beginning. Now that which causes 
a body to exist, is naturally antecedent to its 
posterior qualities and has a pre-eminence 
over them. It is then with reason that God 
chose the most ancient characteristic of the 
earth whereby to designate it. 

6. ** And God saw that it was g'ood.** * 
Scripture does not merely wish to say that a 
pleasing aspect of the sea presented itself to 
God. It is not with eyes that the Creator 
views the beauty of His works. He contem- 
plates them in His ineffable wisdom. A fair 
sight is the sea all bright in a settled calm ; fair 
too, when, ruffled by a light breeze of wind, 
its surface shows tints of purple and azure, — 
when, instead of lashing with violence the 
neighbouring shores, ft seems to kiss them 
with peaceful caresses. However, it is not 
in this that Scripture makes God find the 
goodness and charm of the sea. Here it is 
the purpose of the work which makes the 
goodness. 

In the first place sea water is the source 
of all the moisture of the earth. It filters 
through imperceptible conduits, as is proved 
by the subterranean openings and caves 
whither its waves penetrate ; it is received 
in oblique and sinuous canals ; then, driven 

^Geiui. io» 



out by the wind, it rises to the surface of 
the earth, and breaks it, having become 
drinkable and free from its bitterness by 
this long percolation. Often, moved by the 
same cause, it springs even from mines that it 
has crossed, deriving warmth from them, 
and rises boiling, and buists forth of a burn- 
ing hear, as may be seen in islands and on 
the sea coast; even inland in certxiin places, 
in the neighbourhood of rivers, to compare 
little things with great, almost the same 
phenomena occur. To what do these 
words tend ? To prove that the earth is all 
undermined with invisible conduits, where 
the water travels everywhere underground 
from the sources of the sea. 

7. Thus, in the eyes of God, the sea is 
good, because it makes the under current of 
moisture in the depths of the earth. It 
is good again, because from all sides it 
receives the rivers without exceeding its 
limits. It is good, because it is the origin 
and source of the waters in the air. Warmed 
by the rays of the sun, it escapes in vapour, 
is attracted into the high regions of the air, 
and is there cooled on account of its rising 
hijjh above the refraction of the rays from the 
ground, and, the shade of the clouds adding to 
this refrigeration, it is changed into rain and 
fattens the earth. If people are incredulous, 
let them look at caldrons on the fire, which, 
though full of water, are often left empty 
because all the water is boiled and resolved 
into vapour. Sailors, too, boil even sea 
water, collecting the vapour in sponges, to 
quench their thirst in pressing need. 

Finally the sea is good in the eyes of God, 
because it girdles the isles, of which it forms 
at the same time thj ram part and the beauty, 
because it brings together the most distant 
paits of the earth, and facilitates the inter- 
communication of mariners. By this means 
it gives us the boon of general information, 
supplies the merchant with his wealth, and 
easily provides for the necessities of life, 
allowing the rich to export their superfluities, 
and blessing the poor with the supply of 
what they lack. 

But whence do I perceive the goodness of 
the Ocean, as it appeared in the eyes of tiie 
Creator? If the Ocean is good and worthy 
of praise before God, how much more beau- 
tiful is the assembly of a Church like this, 
where the voices of men, of children, and of 
women, arise in our prayers to God mingling 
and re-sounding like the waves which beat 
upon the shore. This Church also enjoys a 
profound calm, and malicious spirits cannot 
trouble it with the breath of heresy. Desei^ve, 
then, the approbation of the Lord by remain- 
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jng faithful to such good guidance, in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to whom be glory and 
power for ever and ever. Amen. 

HOMILY V. 

The Germination of the Earth. 

I. ^^ And God said Let the earth bring 
forth grass ^ the herb yielding seedy and the 
fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind^ 
whose seed is in itself.** * It was deep wis- 
<lom that commanded the earth, when it 
rested after discharging the wei^ifht of the 
waters, first to bring forth grass, then wood, 
as we see it doing still at this time. For the 
voice that was then heard and this command 
were as a natural and permanent law for it; 
it gave fertility and the power to produce fruit 
for all ages to come; " Let the earth bring 
forth." The production of vegetables shows 
first germination. When the germs begin to 
sprout they form grass; this develops and 
becomes a plant, which insensibly receives 
its different articulations, and reaches its 
maturity in the seed. Thus all things which 
sprout and are green are developed. '* Let 
the earth bring forth green grass." Let the 
earth bring forth by itself without having any 
need of help from without. Some consider 
the sun as the source of all productiveness 
on the earth. It is, they say, the action of 
the sun's heat which attracts the vital force 
from the centre of the earth to the surface. 
The reason why the adornment of the earth 
was before the sun is the following; that 
those who worship the sun, as the source of 
life, may renounce their en*or. Iftheybewell 
persuaded that the earth was adorned before 
the genesis of the sun, they will retract their 
unbounded admiration for it, because they see 
grass and plants vegetate before it rose.* If 
then the food for the flocks was prepared, 
did our race appear less worthy of a like 
solicitude? He, who provided pasture for 
horses and cattle, thought before all of your 
riches and pleasures. If he fed your cattle, 
it was to provide for all the needs of your 
life. And what object was there in the 
bringing forth of grain, if not for your sub- 
sistence? Moreover, many grasses and vege- 
tables serve for the food of man. 

2. *' Let the earth bring forth grass yield- 
ing seed after his kind** So that although 
some kind of grass is of service to animals, 
even their gain is our gain too, and seeds 
are especially designed for our use. Such 

> Gen. i. n. 

s Smpedocles, according' to Plutarch (ircpl rwv ap^<ric, etc. 
V. 343} irpa>ra tmc ^tfwy rd o^i^pa ex 7^^ dvafivKot ^i^t| irpty roF 



is the true meaning of the words that I have 
quoted. *' Let the earth bring forth grass, 
the herb yielding seed after his kind." In 
this manner we can re-establish the order of 
the words, of which the construction seems 
faulty in the actual version, and the economy 
of nature will be rigorously observed. In 
fact, first comes germination, then verdure, 
then the growth of the plant, which after 
having attained its full growth arrives at 
perfection in seed. 

How then, they say, can Scripture describe 
all the plants of the earth as seed-bearing, 
when the reed, couch-grass,* mint, crocus, 
garlic, and the flowering rush and countless 
other species, produce no seed ? To this we 
reply that many vegetables have their seminal 
virtue in the lower part and in the roots. 
The reed, for example, after its annual 
growth sends forth a protuberance from its 
roots, which takes the place of seed for 
future trees. Numbers of other vegetables 
are the same and all over the earth repro- 
duce by the roots. Nothing then is truer 
than that each plant produces its seed or 
contains some seminal virtue; this is what 
is meant by '* after its kind." So that the 
shoot of a reed does not produce an olive 
tree, but from a reed grows another reed, and 
from one sort of seed a plant of the same 
sort always germinates. Thus, all which 
sprang from the earth, in its first bringing 
forth, is kept the same to our time, thanks 
to the constant reproduction of kind.* 

" Let the earth bring forth." See how, 
at this short word, at this brief command, 
the cold and sterile earth travailed and 
hastened to bring forth its fruit, as it cast 
away its sad and dismal covering to clothe 
itself in a more brilliant robe, proud of its 
proper adornment and displaying the infinite 
variety of plants. 

I want creation to penetrate you with so 
much admiration that everywhere, wherever 
you may be, the lenst phmt may bring to you 
the clear remembrance of the Creator. If 
you see the grass of the fields, think of human 
nature, and remember the comparison of the 
wise Isaiah. '^ All flesh is grass, and all the 
goodliness thereof is as the flower of the 
field." Truly the rapid flow of life, the 
short gratification and pleasure that an in- 
stant of happiness gives a man, all wonder- 
fully suit the comparison of the prophet. 
To-day he is vigorous in body, fattened by 
luxury, and in the prime of life, with com- 
plexion fair like the flowers, strong and pow- 

* Triticum repens, 

s On the history of this doctrine, of which Linnseas was 
the latest ^j^TX exponent, and its contradiction in Darwin, see 
Haeckel's Sckopfung'sgtsckickU^ vol. i. ch. a. 
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erful and of irresistible energy; tomorrow 
and he will be an object of pity, withered by 
age or exhausted by sickness. Another shines 
in all the splendour of a brilliant fortune, 
and around him are a multitude of flatterers, 
an escort of false friends on the track of his 
good graces ; a crowd of kinsfolk, but of no 
true kin ; a swarm of servants who crowd 
after him to provide for his food and for all 
his needs; and in his comings and goings 
this innumerable suite, which he drags after 
him, excites the envy of all whom he meets. 
To fortune maybe added power in the Stiite, 
honours bestowed by the imperial throne, the 
government of a province, or the command of 
armies; a herald who precedes him is crying 
in a loud voice ; lictors right and left also fill 
his subjects with awe, blows, confiscations, 
banishments, imprisonments, and all the 
means by which he strikes intolerable terror 
into all whom he has to rule. And what 
then ? One night, a fever, a pleurisy, or an 
inflammation of the lungs, snatches away 
this man from the midst of men, stripped in 
a moment of all his stage accessories, and all 
this, his glory, is proved a mere dream. 
Therefore the Prophet has compared human 
glory to the weakest flower. 

3. Up to this point, the order in which 
plants shoot bears witness to their first ar- 
rangement. Every herb, every plant proceeds 
from a germ. If, like the couch-grass and the 
crocus, it throws out a shoot from its root and 
from this lower protuberance, it must always 
germinate and start outwards. If it proceeds 
from a seed, there is still, by necessity, first a 
germ, then the sprout, then green foliage, 
and finally the fruit which ripens upon a 
stalk hitherto dry and thick. ^^ Let the 
earth bring forth grass." When the seed 
falls into the earth, which contains the right 
combination of heat and moisture, it swells 
and becomes porous, and, grasping the sur- 
rounding earth, attracts to itself all that is 
suitable for it and that has afifinity to it. 
These particles of earth, however small they 
may be, as they fall and insinuate themselves 
into all the pores of the seed, broaden its 
bulk and make it send forth roots below, and 
shoot upwards, sending forth stalks no less 
numerous than the roots. As the germ is 
always growing warm, the moisture, pumped 
up through the roots, and helped by the at- 
traction of heat, draws a proper amount of 
nourishment from the soil, and distributes it 
to the stem, to the bark, to the husk, to the 
seed itself and to the beards with which it 
is armed. It is owing to these successive 
accretions that each plant attains its natural 
development, as well corn as vegetables. 



herbs or brushwood. A ^single plant, a 
blade of grass is sufficient to occupy all your 
intelligence in the contemplation of the skill 
which produced it.' Why is the wheat stalk 
better with joints?* Are they not like fas- 
tenings, which help it to bear easily the 
weight of the ear, when it is swollen with 
fruit and bends towards the earth? Thus, 
whilst oats, which have no weight to bear at 
the top, are without these supports, nature 
has provided them for wheat. It has hidden 
the grain in a case, so that it may not be ex- 
posed to birds' pillage, and has furnished it 
with a rampart of barbs, which, like darts, 
protect it against the attacks of tiny creatures. 
4. What shall I say? What shall I leave 
unsaid ? In the rich treasures of creation it 
is difficult to select what is most precious ; 
the loss of what is omitted is too severe. 
''Let the earth bring forth grass ; " and in- 
stantly, with useful plants, appear noxious 
plants ; with corn, hemlock ; with the other 
nutritious plants, helleboiv, monkshood, 
mandrake and the juice of the poppy. W^hat 
then? Shall we show no gratitude for so 
many beneficial gifts, and reproach the 
Creator for those which may be harmful to 
our life? And shall we not reflect that all 
has not been created in view of the wants of 
our bellies? The nourishing plants, which 
are destined for our use, are close at hand, 
and known by all the world. But in crea- 
tion nothing exists without a reason. The 
blood of the bull is a poison : ' ought this 
animal then, whose strength is so serviceable 
to man, not to have been created, or, if 
created, to have been bloodless? But you 
have sense enough in yourself to keep you 
free from deadly things. What ! Sheep and 
goats know how to turn away from what 
threatens their life, discerning danger by in- 
stinct alone : and you, who have reason and 
the art of medicine to supply what you need, 
and the experience of your forebears to tell 
you to avoid all that is dangerous, you tell me 
that you find it difficult to keep yourself from 
poisons! But not a smgle thing has been 
created without reason, not a single thing is 
useless. One serves as food to some animal ; 
medicine has found in another a relief for 
one of our maladies. Thus the starling 
eats hemlock, its constitution rendering it 
insusceptible to the action of the poison. 

* " Tn mc the meanest flower that blows can give 
Thoughts that do often lie too deep f<»r tears.** 

Wordsworth, Oae on Immortality. 

s Literally, knee — "LaXXn geniculum . cf, Xen., Anah, iv 5, 
a6, and Theoph. viii. a, 4. ** Knee-jointed '* is a recognised 
Enelish term for certain grasses. 

» •• Taurorum {sang iii$) pest if er totn rtaximr.''* P!in. xi. 
90. TauriHus recens inttr vtmena est, ^d. xxviii. 41. r/. Dio«- 
corid. in Alexiph. 25. 
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Thanks to the, tenuity of the pores of its 
heart, the malignant juice is no sooner swal- 
lowed than it is digested, before its chill can 
attack the vital parts.* The quail, thanks to 
its peculiar temperament, whereby it escapes 
the dangerous eflects, feeds on hellebore. 
There are even circumstances where poisons 
are useful to men ; with mandrake * doctors 
give us sleep; with opium they lull violent 
pain. Hemlock has ere now been used to 
appease the rage of unruly diseases ; ' and 
many times hellebore has taken away long 
standing disease/ These plants, then, in- 
stead of making ydu accuse the Creator, give 
you a new subject for gratitude. 

5. ^^ Let the earth bring forth grass ^ 
What spontaneous provision is included in 
these words, — that which is present in the 
root, in the plant itself, and in the fruit, as 
well as that which our labour and husbandrv 
add ! God did not command the earth im- 
mediately to give forth seed and fruit, but 
to produce germs, to grow green, and to 
arrive at maturity in the seed ; so that this 
first command tenches nature what she has 
to do in the course of ages. But, they ask, 
is it true that the earth produces seed after 
his kind, when often, after having sown 
wheat, we gather black grain ? This is not 
a change of kind, but an alteration, a disease 
of the grain. It has not ceased to be wheat ; 
it is on account of having been burnt that it 
is black, as one can learn from its name.* 
If a severe frost had burnt it,* it would have 
had another colour and a different flavour. 
They even pretend that, if it could find suit- 
able earth and moderate temperature, it 
might return to its first form. Thus, you 
find nothing in nature contrary to the divine 
command. As to the darnel and all those 
bastard grains which mix themselves with the 
hai*vest, the tares of Scripture, far from being 
a variety of corn, have their own origin and 
their own kind ; image of those who alter the 
doctrine of the Lord and, not being rightly 
instructed in the word, but, corrupted by the 
teaching of the evil one, mix themselves with 
the sound body of the Church to spread their 
pernicious errors secretly among purer souls. 
The Lord thus compares the perfection of 
those who believe in Him to the growth of 
seed, " as if a man should cast seed into the 

^ cf,Q^\^n,D« Simp. Pac.xW, 

* cf. Arctaeus, Dt Morh, Aeut. ii. 11. 

< The Black Hclletv>rc, or Christmas Rose, is a recognised 
alterative. Whether this is the plant of Anticvra is doubtful. 

• »rwp<iv= wheat. The root, which has nothing to do with 
iri'o, is found byCurtiusin the Slavonic /vri^ssrve, the Bohe- 
niiiin /Kr:=quitch prass.the Lettish /wr/i'sswlicat, and the 
hithuahinn/'^rrrjp'rt.*= wheaten bread. ( L. A S. in loc.) 

^ cf. Vlrjr., (jcortr. \, 9^.- ** Ant Porfet prnetrahile fritrus 
aduratV Ov . Af. xiv. 7-3, Frigus adurat poma, and in 
Greek Arist.^ Meteor, iv. 5. 



ground ; and should sleep and rise, night 
and day, and the seed should spring and grow 
up, he^ knoweth not how. For the earth 
bringeth forth fruit of herself ; first the blade, 
then tlie ear, after that the full corn in the 
ear."> "Let the earth biing forth grass." 
In a moment earth began by germination 
to obey the laws of the Creator, completed 
every stage of growth, and brought germs 
to perfection. The meadows were covered 
with deep grass, the fertile plains quivered* 
with harvests, and the movement of the 
corn was like the waving of the sea. Every 
plant, every herb, the smallest shrub, the 
least vegetable, arose from the earth in 
all its luxuriance. There was no failure in 
this first vegetation : no husbandman's inex- 
perience, no inclemency of the weather, 
nothing could injure it ; then the sentence of 
condemnation v/as not fettering^ the earth's 
fertility. All this was before the sin which 
condemned us to eat our bread by the sweat 
of our brow. 

6. ^^ Let the earth** the Creator adds, 
" bring yorth the fruit tree yielding fruit 
after his kind^ whose seed is in itself*^ * 

At this command every copse was thickly 
planted; all the trees, fir, cedar, cypress, 
pine, rose to their greatest height, the shrubs 
were straightway clothed with thick foliage.* 
The plants called crown-plants, roses, 
myrtles, laurels, did not exist; in one mo- 
ment they came into being, each one with its 
distinctive peculiarities. Most marked dif- 
ferences separated them from other plants, 
and each one was distinguished by a char- 
acter of its own. But then the rose was 
without thorns ; since then the thorn has been 
added to its beauty, to make us feel that sor- 
row is vciy near to pleasure, and to remind us 
of our sin, which condemned the earth to pro- 
duce thorns* and caltrops. But, they say, 
the earth has received the command to pro- 
duce trees " yielding fruit whose seed was in 
itself," and we see many trees which have 
neither fmit, nor seed. What shall we re- 
ply? First, that only the more important 
trees are mentioned ; and then, that a careful 
examination will show us that every ti*ee has 
seed, or some property which takes the 
place of it. The black poplar, the willow, 
the elm, the white poplar, all the trees of 
this family, do not produce any apparent 
fruit; however, an attentive observer finds 

»Matt.iv.36-aS. 

* cf, Horrescunt segetes, Virg., Giorg. iii. 39. 
■ Gen. i. 11. 

* afjuftiKoaoi Koi Ba<ytU, cf. Milton, " With frizzled hair im- 
plicit." P.L,\\u 

» cf. Milton, P.L.. B. iv., " Flowers of all hue and without 
thorn tlie rose," and August. De G^uesi contra Munickmos, 
i. 13. 



THE HEXAEMERON. 



79 



seed in each of them. This grain which is 
at the base of the leaf, and which those who 
busy themselves with inventing words call 
mischos, has the property of seed. And 
there are trees which reproduce by their 
branches, throwing out roots from them. 
Perhaps we ought even to consider as seeds 
the saplings which spring from the roots of a 
tree : for cultivators tear them out to multiply 
the species. But, we have already said, it is 
chiefly a question of the trees which contrib- 
ute most to our life ; which offer their various 
fruits to man and provide him with plen- 
tiful nourishment. Such is the vine, which 
produces wine to make glad the heart of 
man ; such is the olive tree, whose fruit 
brightens his face with ioil. How many 
things ifi nature are combined in the same 
plant ! In a vine, roots, green and flexible 
branches, which spread themselves far over 
the earth, buds, tendrils, bunches of sour 
grapes and ripe grapes. The sight of a vine, 
when observed by an intelligent eye, serves 
to remind you of your nature. Without 
doubt you remember the parable where the 
Lord calls Himself a vine and His Father 
the husbandman, and every one of us who 
are grafted by faith into the Church the 
branches. He invites us to produce fruits in 
abundance, for fear lest our sterility should 
condemn us to the fire.' He constantly com- 
pares our souls to vines. *' My well be- 
loved," says He, " hath a vineyard in a 
very fruitful hill," * and elsewhere, I have 
** planted a vineyard and hedged it round 
about."' Evidently He calls human souls 
His vine, those souls whom He has sur- 
rounded with the authority of His precepts 
and a guard of angels. '* The angel of the 
Lord encampeth round about them that fear 
him."* And further: He has planted for 
lis, so to say, props, in establishing in His 
Church apostles, prophets, teachers;* and 
raising our thoughts by the example of the 
blessed in olden times. He has not allowed 
them to drag on the earth and be crushed 
under foot. He wishes that the claspings 
of love, like the tendrils of the vine, should 
attach us to our neighbours and make us 
rest on them, so that, in our continual as- 
pirations towards heaven, we may imitate 
these vines, which raise themselves to the 
tops of the tallest trees. He also asks us to 
allow ourselves to be dug about ; and that 
is what the soul does when it disembarrasses 
itself from the cares of the world, which are 
a weight on our hearts. He, then, who is 



* ef, S. John XV. 1-6, 

» ISA. V. I. 

•M«tt.xxLjj. 



* Pa. xxxlv. 7. 

• cf, I Cor. xii. 33. 



freed from carnal affections and from the 
love of riches, and, far from being dazzled 
by them, disdains and despises this miserable 
vain glory, is, so to say, dug about and 
at length breathes, free from the useless 
weight of earthly thoughts. Nor must we, 
in the spirit of the parable, put forth too 
much wood, that is to say, live with ostenta- 
tion, and gain the applause of the world ; we 
must bring forth fruits, keeping the proof of 
our works for the husbandman. Be *^ like 
a green olive tree in the house of God,"* 
never destitute of hope, but decked through 
faith with the bloom of salvation. Thus you 
will resemble the eternal verdure of this plant 
and will rival it in fruitfulness, if each day sees 
you giving abundantly in alms. 

7. But let us return to the examination 
of the ingenious contrivances of creation. 
How many trees then arose, some to give us 
their fruits, others to roof our houses, others 
to build our ships, others to feed our fires 1 
What a vanety in the disposition of their 
several parts I And yet, how difllicult is it to 
find the distinctive property of each of them, 
and to gi*asp the difference which separates 
them from other species. Some strike deep 
roots, others do not; some shoot straight 
up and have only one stem, others appear to 
love the earth and, from their root uj wards, 
divide into several shoots. Those whose 
long branches stretch up afar into the air, 
have also deep roots which spread within 
a large circumference, a true foundation 
placed by nature to support the weight of 
the tree. What variety there is in baik! 
Some plants have smooth bark, others rough, 
some have only one layer, others several. 
What a marvellous thing! You may find in 
the youth and age of plants resemblances to 
those of man. Young and vigorous, their 
bark is distended ; when they giow old, it is 
rough and wrinkled. Cut one, it sends forth 
new buds; the other remains henceforward 
sterile and as if struck with a mortal ^^ound. 
But further, it has been observed that 
pines, cut down, or even submitted to the 
action of fire, are changed into a forest of 
oaks.* We know besides that the industry 
of agriculturists remedies the natural defects 

»Ps. Iii.8. 

* The phenomenon has been ohscn'ed in later davs, thouph 
Basil may he at fault In his account of the cause. When pines 
h:ive been cleared away in North American forests yrung oak- 
lingrs have sprunjf up. The acorn lay lon^ hid, unable to con- 
tend ai^ainst the pirn*, hut, when once the pround was clear, it 
sprouted. This upgrowth of a new kind of tree has been ac- 
counted for partly by the burial of jjerms bv jays, rroks, and 
some quadrupeds; partly bv the theory of T)e Candnlle and 
Liebi[|^ that roots oxpel certain substances which, though un- 
favourable to the vitalitv of the plant excreting^ them, are ca- 
pable of supporting others. So, on the pine pressure bciner 
removed, the hidden seeds sprout in a kind of vegetable 
manure, cf. Sir Charles Lvell*s Travds in the United StaUs 
and Rough*s Elements of f'orestry^ p. 19. 
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of certain trees. Thus the sharp pomegran- 
ate and bitter almonds, if the trunk of the 
tree is pierced near the root to introduce into 
the middle of the pith a fat plug of pine, lose 
the acidity of their juice, and become deli- 
cious fruits.* Let not the sinner then despair 
ofjiimself, when he thinks, if agriculture can 
change the juices of plants, the cfibrts of 
the soul to arrive at viitue, can certainly 
triumph over all infirmities. 

Now there is such a variety of fruits in 
fruit trees that it is beyond all expression ; 
a variety not only in the fiiiits of trees of 
different families, but even in those of the 
same species, if it be true, as gardeners 
say, tlwt the sex of a tree influences the 
character of its fruits. They distinguish 
male from female in palms ; sometimes we 
see those which they call female lower their 
branches, as though with passionate desire, 
and invite the embraces of the male. Then, 
those who take care of these plants shake 
over these palms the fertilizing dust from 
the male palm-tree, the psen as they call 
it : the tree appears to share the pleasures 
of enjoyment ; then it raises its branches, 
an J its foliage resumes its usual form. 
The same is said of the fig tree. Some 
plant wild fig trees near cultivated fig trees, 
and there are others who, to remedy the 
weakness of the productive fig tree of our 
gardens, attach to the branches unripe figs 
and so retain the fruit which had already 
begun to drop and to be lost. What lesson 
does nature here give us? That we must 
often borrow, even from those who are 
strangers to the faith, a certain vigour to 
show forth good works. If 3'ou see outside 
thef Church, in pagan life, or in the midst of 
a pernicious heresy, the example of virtue 
and fidelity to moral laws, redouble your 
efforts to resemble the productive fig tree, 
who by the side of the wild ^^ tree, gains 
strength, prevents the fixiit from being shed, 
and nourishes it with more care. 

8. Plants reproduce themselves in so 
many different ways, that we can only touch 
upon the chief among them. As to fruits 
themselves, who could review their varieties, 
their forms, their colours, the peculiar flavour, 
and the use of each of them ? Why do some 
fruits ripen when exposed bare to the rays 
of the sun, while others fill out while encased 
in shells? Trees of which the fruit is tender 
liave, like the ?{^ tree, a thick shade of 
leaves ; those, on the contrary, of which the 

1 Ambrose, Heraem. iii. i ;, writes : Amv/i^ilalix aunque hoc 
genere medicari feruntur agricola, ui ex amari* aulcfs Jiant 
frurtus. ut it terebrent ejus radicem arhon's^ ft in medium in- 
iterant furcitlum ejus arboris qunm Graci wwyiji', nos piceam 
dicimus : quo facto sued amaritudo deponitur. 



fruits are stouter, like the nut, are only 
covered by a light shade. The delicacy of 
the first requires more care ; if the latter had 
a thicker case, the shade of the leaves would 
be harmful. Why is the vine leaf serrated, 
if not that the bunches of grapes may at the 
same time resist the injuries of the air and 
receive through the openings all the rays of 
the sun? Nothing has been done without 
motive, nothing by chance. All shows in- 
effable wisdom.* 

What discourse can touch all? Can the 
human mind make an exact review, remark 
every distinctive property, exhibit all the 
differences, unveil with certainty so many 
mysterious causes? The same water, pumped 
up through the root, nourishes in a different 
way the root itself, the bark of the trunk, the 
wood and the pith. It becomes leaf, it dis- 
tributes itself among the branches and twigt 
and makes the fruits swell — it gives to the 
plant its gum and its sap. Who will explain 
to us the difference between all these ? There- 
is a difference between the gum of the mas- 
tich and the juice of the balsam, a difference 
between that which distils in Egypt and 
Libya from the fennel. Amber is, they 
say, the crystallized sap of plants. And 
for a proof, see the bits of straws and 
little insects which have been caught in the 
sap while still liquid and imprisoned there. 
In one word, no one without long experience 
could find terms to express the virtue of it. 
How, again, does this water become wine in 
the vine, and oil in the olive tree? Yet 
what is marvellous is, not to see it become 
sweet in one fruit, fat and unctuous in 
another, but to see in sweet fruits an inex- 
pressible variety of flavour. There is one 
sweetness of the grape, another of the apple, 
another of the fig, another of the date. I 
shall willingly give you the gratification of 
continuing this research. How is it that 
this same water has sometimes a sweet taste, 
softened by its remaining in certain plants, 
and at other times stings the palate be- 
cause it has become acid by passing 
through others? How is it, again, that it 
attains extreme bitterness, and makes the 
mouth rough when it is found in wormwood 
and in scammony? That it has in acorns 

> On the argument from desien, f/". Aristotle, Dt Part. Anim. 
iii. I, as quoted and translated by C^idworth, HI. xxxvli.3 : "A 
carpenter would jfive a belter account than so, for he would 
not think it sufficient to say that the fabric came to be of such 
a form because the instruments happened to fall so and so, 
but he will tell vou that it is because himself iTiade such 
strokes, and that he directed the instruments and determined 
their motion afler such a manner, to thin end that he mif?ht 
make the whole a fabric fit and useful for such purposes." On 
the strenR^th and weakness of the arfrument from desi^, in 
view of modern speculation, suGrfTestivc matter is contained in 
Dr. Eagar*s Buiktr*s Analogy and Modern Thought^ p. 49 
et sq. 
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and dogwood a sharp and rough flavour? 
That in the turpentine tree and the walnut 
tree it is changed into a soft and oily matter? 

9. But what need is there to continue, 
when in the same (ig tree we have the most 
opposite flavours, as bitter in the sap as it is 
sweet in the fruit? And in the vine, is it 
not as sweet in the grapes as it is astringent 
in the branches? And what a variety of 
colour ! Look how in a meadow this same 
water becomes red in one flower, purple in 
another, blue in this one, white in that. 
And this diversity of colours, is it to be 
compared to that of scents? But I perceive 
that an insatiable curiosity is drawing out 
ray discourse beyond its limits. If I do not 
stop and recall it to the law of creation, day 
will fail me whilst making you see great 
wisdom in small things. 

" Z,el the earth bring forth the fruit tree 
yielding fruit, ^^ Immediately the tops of 
the mountains were covered with foliage ; 
paradises were artfully laid out, and an in- 
finitude of plants embellished the banks of 
the rivers. Some were for the adornment 
of man's table; some to nourish animals 
with their fruits and their leaves; some to 
provide medicinal help by giving us their 
sap, their juice, their chips, their bark or 
their fruit. In a word, the experience of 
ages, profiting from every chance, has not 
Iwen able to discover anything useful, which 
the perjetrating foresight of the Creator did 
not first perceive and call into existence. 
Therefore, when you see the trees in our 
gardens, or those of the forest, those which 
love the water or the land, those which bear 
flowers, or those which do not flower, I 
should like to see you recognising grandeur 
even in small objects, adding incessantly to 
your admiration of, and redoubling your love 
for the Creator. Ask yourself why He has 
made some trees evergreen and others decidu- 
ous; why, among the first, some lose their 
leaves, and others always keep them. Thus 
the olive and the pine shed their leaves, 
although they renew them insensibly and 
never appear to be despoiled of their verd- 
ure. The palm tree, on the contrary, from 
its birth to its death, is always adorned with 
the same foliage. Think again of the double 
life of the tamarisk ; it is an aquatic plant, 
and yet it covers the desert. Thus, Jere- 
miah compares it to the worst of characters 
— the double character.' 

lo* *• Let the earth bring forth:' This 
short command was in a moment a vast 
nature, an elaborate system. Swifter than 

* cf, Jer. ztU. 6, LXX. 



thought it produced the countless qualities 
of plants. It is this command which, still 
at this day, is imposed on the earth, and in 
the course* of each year displays all the 
strength of its power to produce herbs, 
seeds and trees. Like tops, which after the 
first impulse, continue their evolutions, turn- 
ing upon themselves when once fixed in 
their centre ; thus nature, receiving the im- 
pulse of this first command, follows without 
inten-uption the course of ages, until the 
consummation of all things.* Let us all 
hasten to attain to it, full of fruit and of 
good works; and thus, planted in the house 
of the Lord we shall flourish in the court of 
our God,* in our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom 
be glory and power for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

HOMILY VI. 

Tlie creation 0/ luminous bodies. 

I. At the shows in the circus the spectator 
must join in the efforts of the athletes. This 
the laws of the show indicate, for they pre- 
scribe that all should have the head uncov- 
ered when present at the stadium. The 
object of this, in my opinion, is that each one 
there should not only be a spectator of the 
athletes, but be, in a certain measure, a true 
athlete himself.' Thus, to investijjate the 
great and prodigious show of creation, to 
understand supreme and ineffable wisdom, 
you must bring personal light for the contem- 
plation of the wonders which I spread before 
your eyes, and help me, according to your 
power, in this struggle, where you are not 
so much judges as fellow combatants,^ for fear 
lest the truth might escape you, and lest my 
error might turn to your common preju- 
dice. Why these words? It is because we 
propose to study the world as a whole, and 
to consider the universe, not by the light of 
worldly wisdom, but by that with which 

• •• Ac mihi qttidem videtnr^ cum dutB sententia fuissent 
vettrum phUosophorum^ una eorum qui censer ent omnia ita 
fato Jiert^ ut iJfalum vim necessitatis afferret^ in aua sen- 
tentta Democritus^ HeraclituSy Empedocles, Aristoteles fuit ; 
altera eorum ^quibus viderentur sine niio fato esse animorum 
motus votuntarii : Chrysippus tanquam arbiter honorarhts^ 
medium ferire voluisse . . . quanquam assensio non possit fieri 
nisi commota visa, tamen cum id visum proximam cansa^n 
habcat, non trincipalem hauc habet rationem, ut Chrysippus 
vult^quam dudum diximus,non^ ut ilia quidem J/ier'i possif, 
nulla vi extrinsecus excitata^ necesse est enim assensionem 
visa commoveri, sed revertitur ad cylindrum, et ad turbinem 
suum, qua moveri incibere^ nisi putsa non passu 11 1 : id autem 
cum accidit suapte nafura^ quod superest et cylindrum volvi, 
et versari turbinem putat.** (Cic, Defato, xviii.) 

•r/". Ps. xcii. 13. 

> In Uie Theatrum spectators might be covered, cf. Marl, 
xiv. 39: 

'* In Pompeiano tectus spectabo theatro ; 
Nam vent us populo vela negare solet.''* 
cf. Dion Cassius lix. 7. These passages may, however, in- 
dicate exceptional cases. 

* cf. GresfM /• ^*' • Propter bonos audi tores mails doctor i- 
bus sermo datur: et propttr malos auditores bonis doctoribu* 
sermo subtrakitur. 
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God wills to enlighten His servant, when He 
speaks to him in person and without enigmas. 
It is because it is absolutely necessary that all 
lovers of great and grand shows should bring 
a mind well prepared to study them. If some- 
times, on a bright night,* whilst gazing with 
watchful eyes on the inexpressible beauty of 
the stars, you have thought of the Creator of 
all things; if you have asked yourself who 
it is that has dotted heaven with such flow- 
ers, and why visible things are even more 
useful than beautiful ; if sometimes, in the 
day, you have studied the mangels of light, 
if you have raised yourself by visible things 
to the invisible Being, then you are a well 
prepared auditor, and you can take your 
place in this august and blessed amphitheatre. 
Come in the same, way that any one not 
knowing a town is taken by the hand and led 
through it ; thus I am going to lead you, like 
strangers, through the mysterious marvels of 
this great city of the universe.* Our first 
country was in this great city, whence the 
murderous daemon whose enticements se- 
duced man to slavery expelled us. There you 
will see man's first origin and his immediate 
seizure by death, brought forth by sin, the 
first born of the evil spirit. You will know 
that you are formed of earth, but the work of 
God*s hands ; much weaker than the biiite, 
but ordained to command beings without 
reason and soul ; inferior as regards natural 
advantages, but, thanks to the privilege of 
reason, capable of raising yourself to heaven. 
If we are penetrated by these truths, we shall 
know ourselves, we shall knovy God, we 
shall adore our Creator, we shall serve our 
Master, we shall glorify our Fatlier, we 
shall love our Sustainer, we shall bless our 
Benefactor, we shall not cease to honour the 
Prince ^ of present and future life. Who, by 
the riches that He showers upon us in this 
world, makes us believe in His promises and 
uses present good things to strengthen our 
expectation of the future. Truly, if such are 
the good things of time, what will be those 
of eternity ? If such is the beauty of visible 
things, what shall we think of invisible 

> *• By night an atheist h.ilf believes in G'^d." Voun^, 
N.T,v. 177. f/. also Cic, De uat. Dfor. ii. 3S: ^uis enim 
kunc hommem^ dixerit^ gut tarn rertos cceli tnotus^ tarn ratos 
(tstrorum ordines, tatnane omnia ister se connexa et atta 
viderit^ncget in his uliam inrsse rationem^eaque ca$u fieri 
dicaty qua quanto consHio geranturt nulla consilio assequi 
passu mus 

* cf. Cic, De Nat. Dear. ii. 6a. Est enim mundus. quasi cam. 
munis dearum atque haminum domus, aut urbs utrorumque. 
Soli etiam ratione utentes. Jure ac lege viimnt. Bp. Light- 
footquoles in illuslralion of Phil. iii. 20, Philo, /;^ Conf. i. 416, 
M. irarptda tLtv rov ovpdviov \utpov iv w noAirtuovTai ^ffov 6i 
Tov Tr«p- ycioi' iv cp iraptaicriaav vofii{ovaai. So Clem. Alex., Strom. 
iv. a6, Afyoucri yap 01 Srtiiticol rhy ^.ir ovpavbv Kvpiai^ iroAiv rd 
6i en-t yfif evravBa oixc cri ir6A«if, XfytvBat yfto, ouk tlyai fif, and 
Plato, /?//. ix. 59a, B, ivovpav^lvm irapaitiyfia (rffS irdAcws) 

» cf, Acto ill. 15. 



things? If the grandeur of heaven exceeds 
the measure of human intelligence, what mind 
shall be able to trace the nature of the evei • 
lasting? If the sun, subject to corruption, is 
so beautiful, so grand, so rapid in its move- 
ment, so invariable in its course ; if its grran- 
deur is in such perfect harmony with and 
due proportion to the universe: if, by the 
beauty of its nature, it shines like a bnlliant 
eye in the middle of creation ; if finally, one 
cannot tire of contemplating it, what will be 
the beauty of the Sun of Righteousness ? * If 
the blind man suflers from not seeing the 
material sun, what a deprivation is it for the 
sinner not to enjoy the true light I 

2. '' And God said^ Let there be lights 
in the Jirmatncnt of the heaven to give light 
upon the earthy and to divide the day from 
the nighty* Heaven and earth weie the 
first; after them was created light; the day 
had been distinguished from the night, then 
had appeared the firmament and the dry 
element. The water had been gathered into 
the reservoir assigned to it, the earth dis- 
played its productions, it had caused many 
kinds of herbs to germinate and it was 
adorned with all kinds of plants. However, 
the sun and the moon did not yet exist, in 
order that those who live in ignorance of 
God may not consider the sun as the origin 
and the father of light, or as the maker of all 
that grows out of the earth.' That is why 
there was a fourth day, and then God said : 
" Let there be lights in the firmament of the 
heaven." 

When once you have learnt Who spoke, 
think immediately of the hearer. God said, 
*' Let there be lights . . . and God made 
two great lights." Who spoke? and Who 
made? Do you not see a double person? 
Everywhere, in mystic language, history is 
sown with the dogmas of theology. 

The motive follows which caused the 
lights to be created. It was to illuminate 
the earth. Already light was created ; why 
therefore say that the sun was created to give 
light? And, first, do not laugh at the 
strangeness of this expression. We do not 
follow your nicety about words, and we 
trouble ourselves but little to give them a 
harmonious turn. Our writers do not amuse 

>c^. Mai. iv.a. > Gen. i. 14, LXX. 

* Fialon quotes Bossuet (cth eJev, .^d week) : ** Aitui t'i a 
fait la lumiire a2>ant que dejaire les rands luminaires ok it 
a voulu la ramasser : et it a fait la distinction des jours avant 
que d^ avoir rrii les astres dont it s*est servi patir le» regler 
parfaitement : el le soir et le matin ont Hi dtstinguiSt aran/ 
que letir distinction et la division tarfaite du jour et de la 
nuit/At hien marquie; et les arhres^A Us arlmstes, et les kerhes 
ont germi sur la terre par ordre de Dieu^ avnnt qu*il etit Jati 
le saleil^ qui dexHxit etre le ptre de tautes ces pltmtes ; et il a 
ditachi expris les effets d^avec leurs causes mafurelles, pour 
monlrer que naturellement tout ne tient qu*ii tui seui, et me 
dipend que de sa seule volontd," 
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themselves by polishinjj their periods, and 
everywhere we prefer clearness of words to 
sonorous expressions. See then if, by this ex- 
pression ** to light up," the sacred writer suffi- 
ciently made his thought understood. He 
has put ** to give light " * instead of *' illumi- 
nation." ■ Now there is nothing here con- 
tradictory to what has been said of light. 
Then the actual nature of light was produced : 
now the sun's body is constructed to be a 
vehicle for that original light. A lamp is 
not fire. Fire has the property of illuminat- 
ing, and we have invented the lamp to light 
us in darkness. In the same way, the lu- 
minous bodies have been fashioned as a 
vehicle for that pure, clear, and imma- 
terial light. The Apostle speaks to us of 
certain lights which shine in the world* 
without being confounded with the true light 
of the world, the possession of which made 
the saints luminaries of the souls which they 
instructed and drew from the darkness of 
ignorance. This is why the Creator of all 
things, made the sun in addition to that 
glorious light, and placed it shining in the 
heavens. 

3. And let no one suppose it to be a 
thing incredible that the brightness of the 
light is one thing, and the body which is its 
material vehicle is another. First, in all com- 
posite things, we distinguish substance sus- 
ceptible of quality, and the quality which it 
receives. The nature of whiteness is one 
thing, another is that of the body which is 
whitened; thus the natures differ which we 
have just seen reunited by the power of the 
Creator. And do not tell me that it is im- 
possible to separate them. Even I do not 
pretend to be able to separate light from the 
body of the sun ; but I maintain that that which 
we separate in thought, may be separated in 
reality by the Creator of nature. You cannot, 
moreover, separate the brightness of fire 
from the virtue of burning which it pos- 
sesses ; but God, who wished to attract His 
servant by a wonderful sight, set a fire in the 
burning bush, which displayed all the brill- 
iancy of dame while its devouring property 
was dormant. It is that which the Psalmist 
affirms in saying '' The voice of the Lord 
divideth the flames of fire." * Thus, in the 
requital which awaits us after this life, a 
mysterious yoice seems to tell us that the 
double nature of fire will be divided ; the 
just will enjoy its light, and the torment of 
its heat will be the torture of the wicked. 

In the revolutions of the moon we find a 



t ^fti^tv, the act nf reiving lic:ht, LXX. 

s. ^MTtviMf. the coatiilion pro«luced by ^avvn, 

• rf. Phli. U. 15. « Pb. xxix.7. 



new proof* of what we have advanced. 
When it stops and grows less it does not 
consume itself in all its body, but in the 
measure that it deposits or absorbs the light 
which surrounds it, it presents to us the 
image of its decrease or of its increase. If 
we wish an evident proof that the moon 
does not consume its body when at rest, we 
have only to open our eyes. If you look at 
it in a cloudless and clear sky, you observe, 
when it has taken the complete form of a 
crescent, that the part, which is dark and not 
lighted up, describes a circle equal to that 
which the full moon forms. Thus the eye 
can take in the whole circle, if it adds to the 
illuminated part this obscure and dark curve. 
And do not tell me that the light of the moon 
is borrowed, diminishing or increasing iu 
proportion as it approaches or recedes from 
the sun. That is not now the object of our 
research ; we only wish to prove that its 
body differs from the light which makes it 
shine. I wish you to have the same idea of 
the sun ; except however that the one, after 
having once received light and having mixed 
it with its substance, does not lay it down 
again, whilst the other, turn by turn, putting 
off and reclothing itself again with light, 
proves by that which takes placein itself 
what we have said of the sun. 

The sun and moon thus received the com- 
mand to divide the day from the night. God 
had already separated light from darkness ; 
then He placed their nature^ in opposition, so 
that they could not mingle, and that there 
could never be anything in common between 
darkness and light. You see what a shadow 
is during the day ; that is precisely the nature 
of darkness during the night. If, at the ap- 
pearance of a light, the shadow always falls 
on the opposite side ; if in the morning it 
extends towards the setting sun; if in the 
evening it inclines towards the rising sun, 
and at mid-day turns towards the north ; 
night retires into the regions opposed to the 
rays of the sun, since it is by nature only the 
shadow of the earth. Because, in the same 
way that, during the day, shadow is pro- 
duced by a body which intercepts the light, 
night comes naturally when the air which 
surrounds the earth is in shadow. And this 
is precisely what Scripture says, *'God 
divided the light from the darkness." Thus 
darkness fled at the approach of light, the 
two being at their first creation divided by 
a natural antipathy. Now God commanded 
the sun to measure the day, and the moon, 
whenever she rounds her disc, to rule the 
night. For then these two luminaries arc 
almost diametrically opposed ; when the sun 
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rises, the full moon disappearf from the 
horizon, to re-appear in the east at the 
moment the sun sets. It matters little to our 
subject if in other phases the light of the 
moon does not correspond exactly with night. 
It is none the less true, that when at its per- 
fection it makes the stars to turn pale and 
lightens up the earth with the splendour of 
its light, it reigns over the night, and in con- 
cert with the sun divides the duration of it in 
equal parts. 

4. *" And let them be for signs y and for 
seasons y and for days and years, ^ ' The signs 
which the luminaries give are necessary to 
human life. In fact what useful observa- 
tions will long experience make us discover, 
if we ask without undue curiosity! What 
signs of rain, of drought, or of the rising of the 
wind, partial or general, violent or moderate ! 
Our Lord indicates to us one of the signs 
given by the sun when He says, " It will be 
foul weather to-day ; for the sky is red and 
lowering." * In fact, when the sun rises 
through a fog, its rays are darkened, but the 
disc appears burning like a coal and of a 
bloody red colour. It is the thickness of the 
air which causes this appearance ; as the rays 
of the sun do not disperse such amassed 
and condensed air, it cannot certainly be re- 
tained by the waves of vapour which exhale 
from the earth, and it will cause from supera- 
bundance of moisture a storm in the coun- 
tries over which it accumulates. In the same 
way, when the moon is surrounded with 
moisture, or when the sun is encircled with 
what is called a halo, it is the sign of heavy 
rain or of a violent storm ; again, in the same 
way, if mock suns accompany the sun in its 
course they foretell certain celestial phenome- 
na. Finally, those straight lines, like the 
colours of the rainbow, which are seen on 
the clouds, announce rain, extraordinary 
tempests, or, in one word, a complete change 
in the weather. 

Those who devote themselves to the ob- 
servation of these bodies find signs in the 
different phases of the moon, as if the air, 
by which the earth is enveloped, were obliged 
to vary to correspond with its change of 
form. Towards the third day of the new 
moon, if it is sharp and clear, it is a sign of 
fixed fine weather. If its horns appear thick 
and reddish it threatens us either with heavy 
rain or with a gale from the South.' Who 
does not know how useful * are these signs in 

> Gen. i. 14. « St. Malt. xvi. 3. 

* trarri) yap icatfapi} ffc ^oA' (v6ia r«ff/uii}paio, irarra V iprvBo- 
uc'kt^ 5o«('eiv dv^uoio Kt\tvBovK, aAAo0( 6* aAAo /icAaivo/itfr]] 6oK4€ty 
vrroio. Aratus 70. * cf. VersT-, Geor^.i, ^2^: 

Si rero solem ad rapidum lunasqur feqmenUs 
Ordine respicies, Hunquam it crastina fallet 
iiora, neque insidih noctis capUre ftrenm. 



life? Thanks to them, the sailor keeps back 
his vessel in the harbour, foreseeing the perils 
with which the winds threaten him, and the 
traveller beforehand takes shelter from harm, 
waiting until the weather has become fairer. 
Thanks to them, husbandmen, busy with 
sowing seed or cultivating plants, are able to 
know which seasons are favourable to their 
labours. Further, the Lord has announced 
to us that at the dissolution of the universe, 
signs will appear in the sun, in the moon and 
in the stars. The sun shall be turned into 
blood and the moon shall not give her light,* 
signs of the consummation of all things. 

5. But those who overstep the borders,* 
making the words of Scripture their apology 
for the art of casting nativities, pretend 
that our lives depend upon the motion of 
the heavenly bodies, and that thus the Chal- 
daeans read in the planets that which will 
happen to us.' By these very simple words 
*' let them be for signs," they understand 
neither the variations of the weather, nor 
the change of seasons; they only see in 
them, at the will of tlieir imagination, the 
distribution of human destinies. What do 
they say in reality ? When the planets cross 
in the signs of the Zodiac, certain figures 
formed by their meeting give birth to cer- 
tain destinies, and others produce diflierent 
destinies. 

Perhaps for clearness sake it is not useless 
to enter into more detail about this vain 
science. I will say nothing of my own to 
refute them ; I will use their words, bringing 
a remedy for the infected, and for others a 
presei*vative from falling. The inventors of 
astrology seeing that in the extent of time 
many signs escaped them, divided it and en- 
closed each part in narrow limits, as if in the 
least and shortest interval, in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye,* to speak with the 
Apostle, the greatest difiference should be 
found between one birth and another. Such 
an one is born in this moment; he will be a 
prince over cities and will govern the people, 

> Basil 8eems to be confusing Joel ii. it and Matt. xxiv. 29. 

>vir«o Toi ctnca^ucVa ^nfiav is n prn\ernial phrase for goiii]; 
beyond bounds, cf, Lucian.. Call. vi. and Plat.. Crat, 413, a. 

>" Off doit d*aHtant plus loner le grand sens as Saint Basils 
qui s* inspire presqu* entierement d^Origtne et de Plotin, sans 
loMtber dans leur erreur. En riant touts sspkce ds relation 
entre Us astres et les acies ds Vhomms^ il conserve intacte 
notre liherti.** Fialon, p. 43^. ** ^uale deinde judicium de 
hominum factis Deo relinquitur^ quilms cetleslts necessitms 
adhihetur cum Dominus ille sit et stderum e$ hominum. Ant 
si noH dicunt Stellas accepta quidam Poiestate a summo Deo^ 
arhitrio sua ista decemere, sed in talthus necessitatihus iuger- 
eudis illius omninojussa complere^ ita ne de ipso Deo setttieU" 
dum est ^ quod indignissimum visum est d^ steuantm vol nutate 
sentire. ^uod si dicuntur stellet significare potius ista Quam 
facere^ ut quasi locutio sit queedam ilia jpositio preedicens 
futura^ noH agens (non euim wediocriter doctorum hominum 
fuit ista sententia) non quidem ita solent loqui mathematici^ 
ut verhi gratia dicuttty Mars ita positus homicidam signi/S- 
cat, sed homicidam nonfacit** Aug^ust., De C, Dei, v. 1. 
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in the fulness of riches and power. Another 
is born the instant after; ne will be poor, 
miserable, and will wander daily from door 
to door begjjincr his bread. Consequently 
they divide the Zodiac into twelve parts, and, 
as the sun takes thirty days lo traverse each 
of the twelve divisions of this unerring circle, 
they divide them into thirty more. Each of 
them forms sixty new ones, and these last 
are again divided into sixty. Let us see then 
if, in determining the birth of an infant, it will 
be possible to observe this rigorous division 
of time. The child is born. The nurse 
ascertains the sex ; then she awaits the wail 
which is a sign of its life. Until then how 
many moments have passed do you think? 
The nurse announces ihe birth of the child 
to the Chaldaean : how many minutes would 
you count before she opens her mouth, es- 
pecially if be who records the hour is outside 
the women's apartments? And we know 
that he who consults the dial, ought, whether 
by day or by night, to mark the hour with 
the most precise exactitude. What a swarm 
of seconds passes during this time ! For 
the planet of nativity ought to be found, not 
only in one of the twelve divisions of the 
Zodiac, and even in one of its first sub-divi- 
sions, but again in one of the sixtieth parts 
which divide this last, and even, to arrive at 
the exact truth, in one of the sixtieth sub- 
divisions that this contains in its turn. And, 
to obtain such minute knowledge, so impos- 
sible to grasp from this moment, each 
planet must be questioned to find its position 
as regards the signs of the Zodiac and the 
figures that the planets form at the moment 
of the child's birtli. Thus, if it is impossi- 
ble to find exactly the hour of birth, and if the 
least change can upset all, then both those 
who give themselves up to this imaginary 
science and those vvho listen to them open- 
mouthed, as if they could learn from them 
the future, are suj5remely ridiculous. 

6. But what effects are produced ? Such 
an one will have curly hair and bright eyes, 
because he is born under the Ram ; such is 
the appearance of a ram. He will have 
noble feelings; because the Ram is born 
to command. He will be liberal and fertile 
in resources, because this animal gets rid of 
its fleece without trouble, and nature imme- 
diately hastens to reclothe it. Another is born 
under the Bull : he will be enured to hard- 
ship and of a jslavish character, because the 
bull bows under the yoke. Another is bom 
under the Scorpion ; like to this venomous 
reptile he will be a striker. He who is bom 
under the Balance will be just, thanks to the 
justness of our balances. Is not this the 



height of folly ? This Ram, from whence you 
draw the nativity of man, is the twelfth part 
of the heaven, and in entering into it the sun 
reaches the spring. The Balance and the 
Bull are likewise twelfth parts of the Zodiac. 
How can you see there the principal causes 
which influence the life of man? And why 
do vou take animals to characterize the man- 
ners of men who enter this world? He 
who is born under the Ram will be liberal, 
not because this part of heaven gives this 
characteristic, but because such is the nature 
of the beast. Why then should we frighten 
ourselves by the names of these stars and 
undertake to persuade ourselves wiih these 
bleatings? If heaven has different character- 
istics derived from these animals, it is then 
itself subject to external influences since its 
causes depend on the brutes who graze in 
our fields. A ridiculous assertion ; but how 
much more ridiculous the pretence of arriv- 
ing at the influence on each other of things 
which have not the least connexion ! This 
pretended science is a true spider's web; 
if a gnat or a fly, or some insect equally 
feeble falls into it it is held entangled; 
if a stronger animal approaches, it passes 
through without trouble, carrying the weak 
tissue away with it.* 

7. They do not, however, stop here ; 
even our acts, where each one feels his will 
ruling, I mean, the practice of virtue or of 
vice, depend, according to them, on the in- 
fluence of celestial bodies. It would be 
ridiculous seriously to refute such an error, 
but, as it holds a great many in its nets, 
perhaps it is better not to pass it over in 
silence. I would first ask them if the figures 
which the stars describe do not change a 
thousand times a day. In the perpetual 
motion of planets, some meet in a more 
rapid course, others make slower revolutions, 
and often in an hour we see them look at 
each other and then hide themselves. Now, 
at the hour of birth, it is very important 
whether one is looked upon by a beneficent 
star or by an evil one, to speak their lan- 
guage. Often then the astrologers do not 
seize the moment when a good star shows 
itself, and, on account of having let this 
fugitive moment escape, they enrol the new- 
born under the influence of a bad genius. 
I am compelled to use their own words. 
What madness! But, above all, what im- 
piety! For the evil stars throw the blame 
of their wickedness upon Him Who rrade 
them. If evil is inherent in their nature, the 
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Creator is the author of evil. If tliey make 
it themselves, they are animals endowed 
with the power of choice, whose acts will be 
free and voluntary. Is it not the height of 
folly to tell these lies about beings without 
souls? Again, what a want of sense does it 
show to distribute good and evil without re- 
gard to personal merit ; to say that a star is 
beneficent because it occupies a certain place ; 
that it becomes evil, because it is viewed by 
another star; and that if it moves ever so 
little from this figure it loses its malign in- 
fluence. 

But let us pass on. If, at every instant of 
duration, the stars vary their figures, then in 
these thousand changes, many times a day, 
there ought to be reproduced the configuration 
of royal births. Why then does not every 
day see the birth of a king? Why is there a 
succession on the throne from father to son ? 
Without doubt there has never been a king 
who has taken measures to have his son 
born under the star of royalty. For what 
man possesses such a power? How then 
did Uzziah beget Jotham, Jotham Ahaz, 
Ahaz Hezekiah? And by what chance 
did the birth of none of them happen in 
an hour of slavery? If the origin of our 
virtues and of our vices is not in ourselves, 
but is the fatal consequence of our birth, it 
is useless for legislators to prescribe for us 
what we ought to do, and what we ought to 
avoid; it is useless for judges to honour 
virtue and to punish vice. The guilt is not 
in the robber, not in the assassin: it was 
willed for him ; it was impossible for him 
to hold back his hand, urged to evil by in- 
evitable necessity. Those who laboriously 
cultivate the arts are the maddest of men. 
The labourer will make an abundant harvest 
without sowin;^ seed and without sharpening 
his sickle. Whether he wishes it or not, 
the merchant will make his fortune, and will 
be flooded with riches by fate. As for us 
Christians, we shall see our great hopes 
vanish, since from the moment that man 
does not act with freedom, there is neither 
reward for justice, nor punishment for sin. 
Under the reign of necessity and of fatality 
there is no place for merit, the first condition 
of all righteous judgment. But let us stop.. 
You who are sound in yourselves have no 
need to hear more, and time does not allow 
us to m:ike attacks without limit against 
these unhappy men. 

8. Let us return to tlie words which fol- 
low. " Let them be for signs and for 
seasons and for days and years." * We have 

1 Gen. i. 14. 



spoken about signs. By times, we under- 
stand the succession of seasons, winter, 
spring, summer and autumn, which we see 
follow each other in so regular a course, 
thanks to the regularity of the movement 
of the luminaries. It is winter when 
the sun sojourns in the south and pro- 
duces in abundance the shades of night 
in our region. The air spread over the 
earthiis chilly, and the damp exhalations, 
which gather over our heads, give rise to 
rains, to frosts, to innumerable flakes of snow. 
When, returning from the southern regions, 
the sun is in the middle of the heavens and 
divides day and night into equal parts, the 
more it sojourns above the earth the more it 
brings back a mild temperature to us. Then 
comes spring, which makes all the plants 
germinate, and gives to the greater part of 
the trees their new life, and, by successive 
generation, perpetuates all the land and 
water animals. From thence the sun, return- 
ing to the summer solstice, in the direction 
of the North, gives us the longest days. And, 
as it travels farther in the air, it burns that 
which is over our heads, dries up the earth, 
ripens the grains and hastens the matur- 
ity of the fruits of the trees. At the epoch 
of its greatest heat, the shadows which 
the sun makes at mid-day are short, because 
it shines from above, from the air over 
our heads. Thus the longest days are 
those when the shadows are shortest, in the 
same way that the shortest days are those 
when the shadows are longest. It is this 
which happens to all of us *' Hetero-skii " ' 
(shadowed-on-one-side) who inhabit the 
northern regions of the earth. But there 
are people who, two days in the year, are 
completely without shade at mid-day, be- 
cause the sun, being perpendicularly over 
their heads, lights them so equally from 
all sides, that it could through a narrow 
opening shine at the bottom of a well. 
Thus there are some who call them *' askii " 
(shadowless). For those who live beyond 
the land of spices " see their shadow now 
on one side, now on another, the only 
inhabitants of this land of which the shade 
fiills at mid-day; thus they are given the 
name of *• ampliiskii," * (shadow ed-on-both- 

^i.e. thmwintif a shadow only one way nt noon, — said of 
those who live north and south of the tropics, while those 
who live in the tropics cast a shadow sometimes north, some* 
times south, vide Strabo if. 5, § 43. It was " incredible *' to 
Herodotus that Nechn*s Phoenician mariners, in their circuro- 
naviiration of Africa, had ** the sun on their right hand.*' Her. 

iv. 43. 

* i.e. Amhii. c/. Lucan., Pkars, iii. 147 : 

J^noium vobis Arabes venisiis in orbem. 
Umbras mirati nemorum non ire sinistras, 

«" Sim Hi moiio tradnnt in Syene oppido ^ qnni e^i tuper 
Alexandriam quinout millibus stadiorum^ noistitii die medio 
nullam umbra m jaci; puitumque ejus •xp4rim€9Ui jfratia. 
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sides). All these phenomena happen whilst 
the sun is passing into northern regions: 
they give us an idea of the heat thrown on 
the air, by the rays of the sun and of the 
effects that they produce. Next we pass to 
autumn, which bieaks up the excessive heat, 
lessening the warmth little by little, and by 
a moderate temperature brings us back with- 
out suffering to winter, to the time when the 
sun returns from the northern regions to the 
southern. It is thus that seasons, following 
the course of the sun, succeed each othei to 
rule our life. 

'' Let them be for days " ' says Scripture, not 
to produce them but to rule them ; because 
day and night are older than the creation 
of the luminaries and it is this that the psalm 
declares to us. *' The sun to rule by day 
. . . the moon and stars to rule by night."* 
How does the sun rule by day? Because 
carrying everywhere light with it, it is no 
sooner risen above the horizon than it drives 
away darkness and brings us day. Thus 
we might, without self deception, define day 
as air lighted by the sun, or as the space of 
time that the sun passes in our hemisphere. 
The functions of the sun and moon serve 
further to mark years. The moon, after 
having twelve times run her course, forms a 
year which sometimes needs an intercalary 
month to make it exactly agree with the sea- 
sons. Such was formerly the year of the 
Hebrews and of the early Greeks.' As to the 
solar year, it is the time that the sun, having 
started from a certain sign, takes to return to 
it in its normal progress. 

9. ** And God made two great lights. ^^ * 
The word " great," if, for example we say it 
of the heaven of the earth or of the sea, may 
have an absolute sense; but ordinarily it has 
only a relative meaning, as a great horse, or 
a g^eat ox. It is not that these animals are 
of an immoderate size, but that in compari- 
son with their like they deserve the title of 
great. What idea shall we ourselves form 
here of greatn ess ? Shall it be the idea that 
we have of it in the ant and in all the little 
creatures of* nature, which we call great in 
comparison with those like themselves, and 
to show their superiority over them? Or 
shall we predicate greatness of the lumina- 
ries, as of the natural greatness inherent in 
them? As for me, I think so. If the sun 
and moon are great, it is not in comparison 

fseimm, Utmm flluminari," Pliny ii. 75. cf. Lucan., Phars, 
$07, ** oifMg umbras nunquam Jltdinte Syene.** 

> Gen. i. 14. * Ps. cxxxvi. S, 9. 

>The Syrians and Macedonians had also an intercalary 
thirteenth month fn accommodate the lunar to the solar cycle. 
Solon is credited with the introduction of the system into 
Greece abnat 50A B.C. But the Julian calendar improved upon 
this mode of aajnstment. 

«Gai.i.i6. 



with the smaller stars, but because they have 
such a circumference that the splendour 
which they diffuse lights up the heavens, 
and the air, embracing at the same time earth 
and sea. In whatever part of heaven they • 
may be, whether rising, or setting, or in mid 
heaven, they appear always the same in the 
eyes of men, a manifest proof of their pro- 
digious size. For the whole extent of heaven 
cannot make them appear greater in one 
place and smaller in another. Objects 
which we see afar off" appear dwarfed to our 
eyes, and in measure as they approach us 
we can form a juster idea of their size. But 
there is no one who can be nearer or more 
distant from the sun. All the inhabitants of 
the earth see it at the same distance. Indians 
and Britons see it of the same size. The 
people of the East do not see it decrease in 
magnitude when it sets ; those of the West 
do not find it smaller when it rises. If it is 
in the middle of the heavens it does not vary 
in either aspect. Do not be deceived by 
mere appearance, and because it looks a 
cubit's breadth, imagine it to be no bigger.* 
At a very great distance objects always lose 
size in our eyes ; sight, not being able to 
clear the intermediary space, is as it were 
exhausted in the middlt? of its course, and 
only a small part of it reaches the visible 
object." Our power of sight is small and 
makes all we see seem small, affecting what 
it sees by its own condition. Thus, then, if 
sight is mistaken its testimony is fallible. 
Recall your own impressions and you will 
find in yourself the proof of my words. If 
you have ever from the top of a high moun- 
tain looked at a large and level plain, how 
big did the yokes of oxen appear to you ? How 
big were the ploughmen themselves.^ Di<l 
they not look like ants? ' If from the top of 
a commanding rock, looking over the wide 
sea, vou cast vour eves over the vast extent 
how big did thj greatest islands appear to 

1 K Teriia ex utroque vastitas so/is aperitur^ ut non sit 
necess* ainftiilndinem ejus oculorum argumentis^ atque cott' 
jectura annri scrutari : immensum esse quia arborum in 
limitihus porrectarum in quotiihei fassuum miiiia umbras 
paribus jaciat intervaUis,tanquam toto spalio medtus : et quia 
per etquinoctinm omnibus in meridiana plagti habitantibus^ 
simul fiat a vertice: ita quia circa sohtiitalem circulum kabi- 
tantium meridie ad Septemtrionem umbra cadant, ortu vera 
ad occasum, ^na fieri nulla mode possent nisi multo quam 
terra major esse/.** Plin. ii. 8. _ _ 

* n^druty KarOi avyovyttaVf rov ixiv iK rutv o^^aXfiuv ^tarbc ciri 
woahy awopptoirro^ ci; rby bfioytyri at'pa, toj Si an'o rou autfiaroi 
4npoti4yov awopptly rbv ie /ucro^i'' aipa *vBtd\vroy oyra koX 
evrpcirTOf, gw«KT«i.voyTo< t<^ wvpviSti rrf^ 6i^r<oc, ai/n?, Afyrrai 
n-AaTaiviKT) avvivytin. PJut. nto'i rtitv aofr*. iv. i^^. The Pla- 
tonic theory of ni^ht is explained in the Timtrus, Chap. xix. 

s Plato {Pkeed, $1^) makea the same coinparison. 'Ert 
ToivoVt «<^i}i ndiJLiJLtya. tc civai avro, xai ^^^C oiK*iy rovf M^XP^ 
'VLpaxkti<t»v <rri\Koiv dtth <^a7i5o9 iv CfiiKp^ riyl fJLopitf, /ocircp 
ireoi rikfia tivpixriKai n ft-rrodyovK treoi rify {^iXarray biKovyra^. 
Fialon names Seneca {^uasl. Nat. 1. pracf. 505) and Luoian 
(Hermotimus v. and Icuronienipous xix.) as fojlowinsj; him. 
To these may be added Cel»us " •carayrAwv rh 'lovjoiwv jcai 
XpioTioyMi' ycKOf " in Origen, C, Cels, iv. 517. B. 
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you ? How large did one of those barks of 
great tonnage, which unfurl their white sails 
to the blue sea, appear to you. Did it not 
look smaller than a dove? It is because 
sight, as I have just told you, loses itself in 
the air, becomes weak and cannot seize with 
exactness the object which it sees. And 
further : your sight shows you high mountains 
intersected by valleys as rounded and smooth, 
because it reaches only to the salient parts, 
and is not able, on account of its weakness, 
to penetrate into the valleys which separate 
them. It does not even preserve the form of 
objects, and thinks that all square towers are 
round. Thus all proves that at a great dis- 
t;mce sight only presents to us obscure and 
confused objects. The luminary is then 
great, according to the witness of Scripture, 
and infinitely greater than it appears. 

lo. See again another evident proof of its 
greatness. Although the heaven may be full 
of stars without number, the light contributed 
by them all could not disperse the gloom 
of night. The sun alone, from the time that 
it appeared on the horizon, while it was still 
expected and had not yet risen completely 
above the earth, dispersed the darkness, out- 
shone the stars, dissolved and diffused the air, 
which was hitherto <hick and condensed over 
our heads, and produced thus the morning 
breeze and the dew which in fine weather 
streams over the earth. Could the earth with 
such a wide extent be lighted up entirely in 
one moment if an immense disc were not 
pouring forth its light over it? Recognise 
here the wisdom of the Artificer. See how 
He made the heat of the sun proportionate to 
this distance. Its heat is so regulated that it 
neither consumes the earth by excess, nor 
lets it grow cold and sterile by defect. 

To all this the properties of the moon are 
near akin ; she, too, has an immense body, 
whose splendour only yields to that of the sun. 
Our eyes, however, do not always see her in 
her full size. Now she presents a perfectly 
rounded disc, now when diminished and 
lessened she shows a deficiency on one side. 
When waxing she is shadowed on one side, 
and when she is waning another side is 
hidden. Now it is not without a secret reason 
of the divine Maker of the universe, that the 
moon appears from time to time under such 
different forms. It presents a striking ex- 
ample of our nature. Nothing is stable in 
man ; here from nothingness he raises himself 
to perfection ; there after having hasted to put 
forth his strength to attain his full greatness 
lie suddenly is subject to j^^radual deteriora- 
tion, and is destroved bv diminution. Thus, 
the sight of the moon, making us think of the 



rapid vicissitudes of human things, ought to 
teach us not to pride ourselves on the good 
things of this life, and not to glory in our 
p)Ower, not to be carried away by uncertain 
riches, to despise our flesli which is subject 
to change, and to take care of the soul, for its 
good is unmoved. If you cannot behold 
without sadness the moon losing its splendour 
by gradual and imperceptible decrease, how 
much more distressed should you be at the 
sight of a soul, who, after having possessed 
virtue, loses its beauty by neglect, and does 
not remain constant to its afiections, but is 
agitated and constantly changes because its 
purposes are unstable. What Scripture says 
is very true, " As for a fool he changeth as 
the moon." * 

I believe also that the variations of the 
moon do not take place without exerting 
great influence upon the organization of ani- 
mals and of all living things. This is because 
bodies are differently disposed at its waxing 
and waning. When she wanes they lose 
their density and become void. When she 
waxes and is approaching her fulness they 
appear to fill themselves at the same time 
with her, thanks to an imperceptible moisture 
that she emits mixed with heat, which pene- 
trates everywhere.* For proof, see how those 
who sleep under the moon feel abundant 
moisture filling their heads ; ' see how fresh 
meat is quickly turned under the action of 
the moon ; * see the brain of animals, the 
moistest part of marine animals, the pith of 
trees. Evidently the moon must be, as 
Scripture says, of enormous size and power 
to make all nature thus participate in her 
changes. 

1 1 . On its variations depends also the con- 
dition of the air, as is proved by sudden dis- 

> Ecclus. xxvii. ii, 

* cf. Alcman (ap. Plut., Sym^as, iii. lo), who calls the dew 
Ai^ Bvyarrfp koX SrAdKir; and Plutarch hiuiself I'li /oc. Virg., 
Gtorg, iii. 337, •• Roscida Lnna^^* and Statius, Tkeb. i. 336: 

*• lamque per emeriti sur^eti.t confinia^ Phttbi 
TiioHis, late mundo subvecta silenti 
Rorifera gelidum tenuaverat aera biga.** 

• The baleful influence of ** iracunda Diana** fHor., De 
Art. Poet. 454) is un early belief, not yet extinct, cf. the terra 
<r*krivi.avn.6^ for epilepsy, and ** lutiaticus " for the •* moon- 
struck" madman. Vide Ca«s., fittest. Med. xxv. 1. Perowiie 
on Ps. cxxi. 6 notes, *' De Wette refers to Andersen's Eastern 
Trojteis in proof that this opinion is commonly entcrt^iined. 
Delitzsch mentions having heard from I'exas that the conse- 
quence of sicepin? in the open air, when the moon was shin> 
ing, was mcntil aberration, dizziness, and even death.'* 

** Dasx auch der Mond in heller Nacht dem ohne gehdrigen 
Sckutx Schlafenden sckaden kdnne ist a/lgemeiue Afeiuung des 
Orients und der kohien Nachte wegen leickt muglirk. Vgl. 
Came *Leben und Sit ten im Morgenl.* " Ewald, Dickter de* 
A.B.WHSA. 

« A fact, however explained. Plutarch {Sympox. Probj. iii. 
10) discusses the question i^iA ri rd icpca (r^ircrai tiaKKov vn'i 
tVjk orrAiiiTfi/ tj rhv i)Atoi', and refers the decomposition to the 
moistening influence of the moon. "Air, moisture, and a 
certain degree of warmth, arc necessary to the decay of ani- 
mal bodies . . . where moisture continues present — even thousrh 
warmth and air be in a great measure excluded — decay still 
slowly takes place." J. F.W.Johnston, ChemiUry of Com- 
mon Life, ii. 373. 
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turbances which often come after the new 
moon, in the midst of a calm and of a stillness 
in the winds, to agitate the clouds and to hurl 
them against each other ; as the flux and re- 
flux in straits, and the ebb and flow of the 
ocean prove, so tliat those who live on its 
shores see it regularly following the revolu- 
tions of the moon. The waters of straits 
approach and retreat from one shore to the 
other during the different phases of the 
moon ; but, when she is new, they have not 
an instant of rest, and move in perpetual 
swaying to and fro, until the moon, reap- 
pearing, regulates their reflux. As to the 
Western sea,' we see it in its ebb and flow 
now return into its bed, and now ovei*flow, 
as the moon draws it back by her respiration 
and then, by her expiration, urges it to its 
own boundaries.* 

I have entered into these details, to show 
you the grandeur of the luminaries, and to 
make you see that, in the inspired words, 
there is not one idle syllable. And yet my 
sermon has scarcely touched on any im- 
portiint point ; there are many other discov- 
eries about the size and distance of the sun 
and moon to which any one who will make 
a serious study of their action and of their 
characteristics may arrive by the aid of reason. 
Let me then ingenuously make an avowal of 
niy weakness, for fear that you should meas- 
ure the mighty works of the Creator by my 
words. The little that I have said ought the 
rather to make you conjecture the marvels on 
which I have omitted to dwell. We must 
not then measure the moon with the eye, but 
with the reason. Reason, for the discovery 
of truth, is much surer than the eye. 

Everywhere ridiculous old women's tales, 
imagined in tlie delirium of drunkenness^ 
have been circulated ; such as that enchant- 
"it^nts can remove the moon from its place 
^nd make it descend to the earth. How 
could a magician's charm shake that of which 
fhe Most High has laid the foundations? 
And if once torn out what place could hold 
it?' 

Do you wish from slight indications to have 
a proof of the moon's size? All the towns in 
t!ie world, however distant from each other, 

*/^. the Atlantic cf, Ovid., Met, xi. acS, ** Ilesperium 
frttnm:* 

' Pytheas, of Marseilles, is first named as attributing' the 
^^t^ t'> the moon. Plut. ircpi ap«<r«. ff.T.A. iii. 17. On the 
XKieat belief ^'enerally vide Plin. ii. 99. 

•"/«tv«/rt Jam fridem ratio est prammutians horas^ non 
ft^Jo dies ac noctes^ Solis Lunagne defectuum. Durat 
t*nm tradiia persuasio in magna parte vulj^i^ vmeficiis *t 
ierhis id cog i, eamqme num Jeeminamm scientiam prttvalere,** 
Pltn. zxv. V. So it was a custom to avert the spells of sor> 
ctiesscs, which might brin^ the eclipsed moon to the ground, 
b/ beating brass and shoutmg. r^ Juv.. Sat, vi. 443, 
*' Tarn nemtt tubas^ nemo eerafatigat^ 



•od the •< etra 



Una laboranti poterit succnrrere iunee** 
'a auxiliaria lunee '* of Ov., Met. iv. 333. 



equally receive the light from the moon in 
those streets that are turned towards its rising 
If she did not look on all f;ice to face, tliose 
only would be entirely lighted up which 
were exactly opposite; as to those beyond 
the extremities of her disc, they would only 
receive diverted and oblique rays. It is this 
effect which the light of lamps produces in 
houses; if a lamp is surrounded by several 
persons, only the shadow of the person who 
IS directly opposite to it is cast in a straight 
line, the others follow inclined lines on each 
side. In the same way, if the body of the 
moon were not of an immense and prodig- 
ious size she could not extend herself alike to 
all. In reality, when the moon rises in the 
equinoctial regions, all equally enjoy her 
light, both those who inhabit the icy zone, 
under the revolutions of the Bear, and those 
who dwell in the extreme south in the neigh- 
bourhood of the torrid zone. She gives us 
an idea of her size by appearing to be face to 
face with all people. Who then can deny 
the immensity of a body which divides itself 
equally over such a wide extent? 

But enough on the greatness of the sun 
and moon. May He who has given us intel- 
ligence to recognise in the smallest objects of 
creation the great wisdom of the Contriver 
make us find in great bodies a still higher 
idea of their Creator. However, compared 
with their Autlior, the sun and moon are 
but a fly and an ant. The whole universe 
cannot give us a right idea of the greatness 
of God ; and it is only by signs, weak and 
slight in themselves, often by the help of the 
smallest insects and of the least plants, that 
we raise ourselves to Him. Content with 
these words let us ofler our thanks, I to Him 
who has given me the ministry of the Word, 
you to Him who feeds you with spiritual 
food ; Who, even at this moment, makes you 
find in my weak voice the strength of barley 
bread. May He feed you for ever, and in 
proportion to your faith grant you the mani- 
festation of the Spirit * in Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom be glory and power for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

HOMILY VII. 

The creation of moving creatures,^ 

I. " And Godsaid^ Let the ivaters bring' 
forth abundantly the moving" creature that 
hath life^^ after their kind, *' and fowl that 
may fly above the earth ** after their kind,^ 
After the creation of the luminaries the 
waters are now filled with living beings and 



» f/*. 1 Cor. xii. 7. 

* LXX. creeping things. 



s Gen. i. ao. 



go 

its awn ridornment is given to this part of 
the world. Earth had received hers from 
her own plants, the heavens had received 
the flowers of the stars, and, like two eyi 
the gre;it luminaries beautified them in cc 
cert. It mill remained for the waters to i 
ceive their iidornment. The command w 
g'iven, and immediately the rivers and hikes 
becoming friiittul brought forth their natural 
broods; the sea trav.iiled with all kinds of 
swimming creatures ; not even in mud and 
marshes did the water remain idle ; it took 
its part in creation. Everywhere from its 
ebullition frogs, gnats and flies came forth, 
For that which we see to-day is the sign 
of the past. Thus even'where the water 
hastened to obey the Crejitor'B comms 
Who could count the species which the grpat 
nnd inefTable power of God caused to he 
suddenly seen living and moving, when this 
command had empowered the waters to 
bring forth life? Let the waters bring forth 
niQving creatures that have life. Then for 
the first time is made a being with life and 
feeling. For though plants and trees be said 
to live, seeing that they share the power of 
being nourished and growing; nevertheless 
they are neither living beings, nor have they 
life.' To create these last God said, " Let 
the water produce moving creatures." 

Every creature that swims, whether 
skims on the surf.iceof the waters, or cleaves 
the depths, is of the nature of a moving 
creature,' since it drags itself on the body of 
l)ie water. Certain aquatic animals liave 
feet and walk; especially ampliibia, such as 
seals, crabs, crocodiles, river horses* and 
frogs ; but they are above all gifVed with the 
power of swimming. Thus it is said, Let 
the waters produce moving creatures. In 
these few words what species is omitted? 
Which is not included in the command of 
the Creator? Do we not see viviparous ani- 
mals, seals, dolphins, rays and all cartilagi- 
nous animals? Do we not see oviparous 
animals comprising every sort of fish, those 
which have a skin and those which h:ive 
Scales, those which have tinsand those which 
have not? This command has only required 
one word, even less than a word, a sign, a 
motion of the divine will, and it has such a 
wide sense that it includes all the varieties 
and all tlie families of fish. To review them 
all would be to undertake to count the waves 
of the ocean or to measure its waters in the 
hollow of the hand, " Let the waters pro- 



trod, and Aiiit. The doK-Grcek hlppapoUniu*, properly i 
>»c-iivcr, U Gnt found In GkIcd. 



duce moving creatures." That is to say, 
those which people the high seas and those 
which love the shores; those which inhabi: 
the depthsand those which attach the nisei les 
to rocks; those which are gregarious and 
those which live dispersed, the cetaceous, 
the huge, and the tiny. It is from the s:inie 
power, the same command, that all, small and 
great receive their existence. " Let the 
waters bring forth." These words show yon 
the natural affinity of animals which swim 
in the water; thus, fish, when dr.iwn out of 
the water, quickly die, because they have no 
respiration such as could attract our air and 
water is their element, as air is that of terres- 
trialanimals. The reason for it is clear. With 
us the lung, that porous and spongy portion of 
the inward parts which receives air by ihe 
dilatation of the chest, disperses and cools 
'nterior warmth; in fish the motion of the 
gills, which open and shut by turns to take i n 
and to eject the water, takes the place of 
respiration.' Fish have a peculi.ir lot, a 
special nature, a nourishment of their own, 
a life apart. Thus they cannot be tamed 
and cannot bear the touch of a man's hand.' 

. " Let the waters bring forth moving 
creatures after their kind." God caused to 
be born the firstlings of each species la 
serve as seeds for nature. Their multitudi- 
nous numbers are kept up in subsequent suc- 
cession, when it is necessary for them to 
grow and multiply. Of another kind is the 
species of testacen, as muscles, scallops, sea 
snails, conches, and the infinite variety of 
oysters. Another kind is that of the crus'a- 
cca, as cralfc and lobsters; another of fish 
iChout shells, with soft and lender flesh, lil.c 
polypi and cuttle fish. And amidst these 
last what an innumerable variety ! There 
are weevers, lampreys and eels, produced in 
the mud of rivers and ponds, which more 
resemble venomous reptiles than fish in their 
nature. Of another kind is the species of 

svipara ; of another, that of the vivipara. 
Among the latter are sword-fish, cod, in one 
word, all cartilaginous fish, anil even the 
ircater part of the cetacea, as dolphins, seal<, 
t'hich, it is said, if they see their little ones. 



•c/.Atin.,ptPan.jiitim.iil.6.ttiw,fn,tf.iyix*~'i>i*'^t 

< H^fl^ilM™rioJilw'|a ^i^lctlon to ■»[[»! >« wt\l 
mndirrn tEpcrience. h^rtliJ^i eptf run on Doini(iau*4Uim« 
1, *' gui marKHt domtvKM, mamiMgut immtyHi iHmm aua 
ill rtl ia arStMa/m" (Iv. ID). i> llluunUd br Iha «ane 
...Ihor't "natal nJ maffilrmm Micalm mwntam'' li.toi.n 

Baiana iltiUam kahall Harlnaiw pra&r. in ana mmriaam 
adiB diltxil 1.1 txanimalam Mhh iridatar: in tadrm rHla 
•-'-ya Omti mMrmua laam dilifrtal inaarH addiJil." 

.0,0™ .,i/i>v».Ko.. lDiSyr.Dia.tt,.1 John EvclyV'^/^^ 

i6tt) wrilLi or FnnUlneblnu : "The citp* «»ne familiarly \n 

" There wat tvttatly a tune cup At Aca/ ie Ridaeu. 
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still quite young, frightened, take them back 
into their belly to protect them.* 

Let the waters bring forth after their 
kind. The species of the cetacean is one ; 
another is that of small fish. What infinite 
variety in the different kinds! All have 
their own names, different food, different 
form, shape, and quality of flesh. All pre- 
sent infinite variety, and are divided into in- 
numerable classes. Is there a tunny fisher 
who can enumerate to us tlie diflerent varie- 
ties of that fish ? And yet they tell us that 
at the sight of great swarms of fish they 
can almost tell the number of the individual 
ones which compose it. What man is there 
of all that have spent their long lives by 
coasts and shores, who can inform us with 
exactness of the history of all fish? 

Some are known to the fishermen of the 
Indian ocean, others to the toilers of the 
Egyptian gulf, others to the islanders, others 
to the men of Mauretania.' Great and small 
were all alike created by this first command, 
by this ineftable power. What a difference 
in iheir food I What a variety in the man- 
ner in which each species reproduces itself! 
Most fish do not hatch eggs like birds ; they 
do not build nests; they do not feed their 
young with toil ; it is the water which re- 
ceives and vivifies the ^^^ dropped into it. 
With them the reproduction of each species 
is invariable, and natures are not mixed. 
There are none of those unions which, on 
the earth, produce mules and certain birds 
contrary to the nature of their species. With 
fish there is no variety which, like the ox 
^and the sheep, is armed with a half-equip- 
ment of teeth, none which ruminates except, 
according to certain writers, the scar.' All 
have serried and very sharp teeth, for fear 
their food should escape them if they masti- 
cate it for too long a time. In fact, if it 
were not crushed and swallowed as soon as 
divided, it would be carried away by the 
water. 

3. The food of fish differs according to 
their species. Some feed on mud; others 
eat sea weed ; others content themselves 
with the herbs that grow in water. But the 
greater part devour each other, and the 
smaller is food for the larger, and if one 
which has possessed itself of a fish weaker 
than itself becomes a prey to another, the 
conqueror and the conquered are both swal- 
lowed up in the belly of the last. And we 
naortals, do we act otherwise when we op- 



> Narrated tnr iClian {Anim. i. 16) of the *• glaucus," a fish 
apparently unknown. 

s Mcvpov<rioi. cf, Strabo, ii. 33. 

> 4^, Arlst., Dt Amtm, viii. a and ^liao, ii. 54. 



press our inferiors?* What difference is 
there between the last fish and the man 
who, impelled by devouring greed, swallows 
the weak in the folds of his insatiable ava- 
rice ? Yon fellow possessed the goods of tlie 
poor; you caught him and made him a part 
of your abundance. You have shown your- 
self more unjust than the unjust, and more 
miserly than the miser. Look to it lest you 
end like the fish, by hook, by weel, or by 
net. Surely we too, when we have done 
the deeds of the wicked, shall not escape pun- 
ishment at the last. 

Now see what tricks, what cunning, are to 
be found in a weak animal, and learn not 
to imitate wicked doers. The crab loves 
the flesh of the oyster ; but, sheltered by its 
shell, a solid rampart with which nature has 
furnished its soft and delicate flesh, it is a 
diflicult prey to seize. Thus they call the 
oyster *' sherd-hide."" Thanks to the two 
shells with which it is enveloped, and which 
adapt themselves perfectly the one to the 
other, the claws of the crab are quite pow- 
erless. What does he do? When he sees 
it, sheltered from the wind, warming itself 
with pleasure, and half opening its shells to 
the sun,' he secretly throws in a pebble, pre- 
vents them from closing, and takes by cun- 
ning what force had lost.* Such is the mal- 
ice of these animals, deprived as they are of 
reason and of speech. But I would that you 
should at once rival the crab in cunning and 
industry, and abstain from harming your 
neighbour; this animal is the image of him 
who craftily approaches his brother, takes 
advantage of his neighbour's misfortunes, 
and finds his delight in other men's troubles. 
O copy not the damned ! Content yourself 
with your own lot. Poverty, with what is 
necessary, is of more value in the eyes of the 
wise than all pleasures. 

I will not pass in silence the cunning and 
trickery of the squid, which takes the colour 
of the rock to which it attaches itself. Most 
fish swim idly up to the squid as they might 
to a rock, and become themselves the prey 
of the crafly creature.* Such are men who 

«nr. Pericles ii. i. 

Srish, Master, I marvel how the fishes live in the sea. 
/ Fish, Why, as men do a- land ; the great ones eat up the 
little ones. * ocrrooicoJepuo?. 

» Fialon (Quotes La Fontaine L* Rat et I'Huitre : 

Farm* taut d*huitre$ toutfs doses, 

Une 8*et<iit ouverie^ et bailiaHt au soUil^ 



iamouie 



Far un doux Zephyr r^jouie, 
Humait Vair^ respirait^ Hait ipt 
Blancke^grasse^ et d*un goAt, it la voir, sans pared. 
* Pliny ix. 4S, says of the octopus : •* imposito lapillo exi 



extra 
corpus nipaipitatu ejiciaiur : ita securigrassantur^extrahunt' 
que carnes.** 

« cf. Theog-. 31^ : 

irouAvirov opr<fi\v i<r>^e iroAvirA^icov, h% irort irirpji 
rp vpofTo^iA^vet roto« ificiv c^aio;. 
Vvv iiiv Tj)^ «0cirov, iror^ S'oAAoioc XP^^ ytyvovi 
icpaiwy6¥ rot v^o^if yiyvnrm cvrpoirii}t. 
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court ruling powers, bending themselves to 
all circumstances and not remaining for a 
moment in tlie same purpose; who praise 
self-restraint in the company of the self-re- 
strained, and license in that of the licentious, 
accommodating their feelings to the pleasure 
of each. It is difficult to escape them and 
to put ourselves on guard against their mis- 
ohief; because it is under the mask of 
friendship that they hide their clever wicked- 
ness. Men like this are ravening wolves 
covered with sheep's clothing, as the Lord 
calls them.* Flee then fickleness and plia- 
bility; seek truth, sincerity, simplicity. The 
serpent is shifty ; so he has been condemned 
to crawl. The just is an honest man, like Job.* 
Wherefore God setteth the solitary in fami- 
lies.' So is this great and wide sea, wherein 
are things creeping innumerable, both small 
and great beasts.* Yet a wise and marvellous 
order reigns among these animals. Fish do 
not always deserve our reproaches ; often they 
offer us useful examples. How is it that each 
sort of fish, content with the region that has 
been assigned to it, never travels over its 
own limits to pass into foreign seas? No 
surveyor has ever distributed to them their 
habitations, nor enclosed them in walls, nor 
assigned limits to them ; each kind has been 
naturally assigned its own home. One gulf 
nourishes one kind of fish, another other 
sorts; those which swarm here are absent 
elsewhere. No mountain raises its sharp 
peaks between them ; no rivers bar the pas- 
sage to them ; it is a law of nature, which 
according to the needs of each kind, has 
allotted to them their dwelling places with 
equality and justice.* 
4. It is not thus with us. Why? Be- 



Greg. Naz.fOr. xxxvi. : iroAAaf /leroAa^^di^t' ;(p6a« w9^ep rA 
rmvn*Tpit¥ ei iroAi/irodc« ate Slv o/itA^(rw<rt, and Ariit., Jiist. An. 
ix. 37 : jcat ^pruei rouf t^dOf rb XP^'MA tLerafioAXuv teal iroiMV 
Oftotjv o'c ^1} n\rf<rii^Tg At'doic. 

» cf. Matt. vii. ic. 

* ^o the Cod. Colb. and Eustathius, who renders yustus 
nihil habet fictum sicut yob. The ISen. Ed. suspect that Basil 
wrote Jacob and Job. Four MSS. support Jacob alone, who, 
whatever may be the meaninfir of the Hebrew in Gen. xxv. 27, is 
certainly avKavrot only in the LXX., and a bad instance of 
guilelessness. 

»Ps. lxviii.6. «Ps. civ. 35. 

« cf. Cud worth. Int. Syst. iii. ^7, 33 : •• Besides this plastick 
Nature which is in animals, fonnini^ their several bodies arti* 
ficially, as so man^ microcosms or little worlds, there must also 
be a freneral plastick Nature in the macrocosm, the whole cor. 
pnreal universe, that which makes all things thus to conspire 
everywhere, and aeree toj^ether into one harmony. Concern- 
in? which plastick nature of the universe, the Author De 
Mundo writes after this manner, ical rhv oAor nioit-ov^ fiieirda- 
/ui>)TC M'la y\ JiA irdKroii' di^KOwa dufaMif* one power, passing 
through all thint^s, ordered and formed the whole world. 
Ag'nin he calls the same Jtvt\)u.a. koi i^y^v\ov «cal y6vK^.O¥ ovviaVf 
a spirit, and a living and Generative Nature, and plainly de- 
clares it to be a thing distinct from the Deity, hut subordinate 
to it and dependent on it. But Ari^ttotle himself, in that 
genuine work of his before mentioned, speaks clearly and 
positively concerning this Plastick Nature of the Universe, as 
well as that of animals, in these words: * It seemeth that as 
there is Art in Artifici:)! things, so in the things of Nature, 
there is another such like Principle or Cause, which we our- 
selves partake of; in the same manner as we do of Heat and 
Cold, from the Universe. Wherefore it is more probable that 



cause we incessantly move the ancient land- 
marks which our fathers have set.' We 
encroach, we add house to house, field to 
field, to enrich ourselves at the expense of 
our neighbour. The great fish know the 
sojourning place that nature has assigned 
to them ; they occupy the sea far from the 
haunts of men, where no islands lie, and 
where are no continents rising to confront 
them, because it has never been crossed and 
neither curiosity nor need has persuaded 
sailors to tempt it. The monsters that 
dwell in this sea are in size like high moun- 
tains, so witnesses who have seen tell us, and 
never cross their boundaries to ravage islands 
and seaboard towns. Thus each kind is as 
if it were stationed in towns, in villages, in 
an ancient country, and has for its dwelling 
place the regions of the sea which have been 
assigned to it. 

Instances have, however, been known of 
migratory fish, who, as if common delibera- 
tion transported them into strange regions, all 
start on their march at a given sign. When 
the time marked for breeding arrives, they, as 
if awakened by a common law of nature, 
migrate from gulf to gulf, directing tlieir 
course toward the North Sea. And at the 
epoch of their return you may see all these 
fish streaming like a torrent across the Pro- 
pontis towards the Euxine Sea. Who puts 
them in marching array .^ Where is the 
prince's order? Has an edict afHxed in the 
public place indicated to them their day of 
departure.^ Who serves them as a guide .^ 
See how the divine order embraces all and 
extends to the smallest object. A fish does 
not resist God's law, and we men cannot 
endure His precepts of salvation ! Do not 
despise fish because they are dumb and quite 
unreasoning; rather fear lest, in your resist- 
ance to the disf>osition of the Creator, you 
have even less reason than they. Listen to 
the fish, who by their dctions all but speak 
and say : it is for the perpetuation of our 
race that we undertake this long voyage. 

the whole world was at first made by such a cause as this (if at 
least it were made) and that it is still conserved by the same, 
than that mortal animals should be so : for there is much more 
of order and determinate Regularity in the Heavenly Bodies 
than in ourselves; but more of Fortuitousness and inconstant 
Regularity among these mortal things. Notwithstanding 
which, some there are, who, though they cannot but acknowl- 
edge that the Bodies of Animals were all framed by an Arti- 
ficial Nature, yet they will need contend that the System of the 
Heavens sprung merely from Fortune and Chance; although 
there be not the least appearance of Fortuitousness or Temer* 
ity in it.* And then he sums up all into this conclusion : Mcrrc 
tlvai ^aftphv on «(m ri rotovroi' o 6i tcai KoAovucf t^vvtr. 

* Wherefore It is manifest that there is some such thing as 
that which we call Nature,' that is, that there is not only an 

* Artificial,* * Methodical,* and Plastick Nature in Animals, 
by which their respective Bodies are Framed and Consfrved, 
but also that there is such a General Flasiick Nature likewise 
in the Universe, by which the Heavens and whole World are, 
thus Artificially Ordered and Disposed." 

1 c/. Prov. zxii. aS. 
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They have not the gift of reason, but they 
have the law of nature firmly seated within 
them, to show them what they have to do. 
Let us go, they say, to the North Sea. Its 
water is sweeter than that of the rest of the 
sea ; for the sun does not remain long there, 
and its rays do not draw up all the drinkable 
portions.' Even sea creatures love fresh 
water." Thus one often sees them enter 
into rivers and swim far up them from the 
sea. This is the reason which makes them 
prefer the Euxine Sea to other gulfs, as the 
most fit for breeding and for bringing up 
their young. When they have obtained 
their object the whole tribe returns home. 
Let us hear these dumb creatures tell us the 
reason. The Northern sea, they say, is 
shallow and its surface is exposed to the 
violence of the wind, and it has few shores 
and retreats. Thus the winds easily agitate 
it to its bottom and mingle the sands of its 
bed with its waves. Besides, it is cold in 
winter, filled as it is from all directions by 
large rivers. Wherefore after a moderate 
enjoyment of its waters, during the summer, 
when the winter comes they hasten to reach 
warmer depths and places heated by the sun, 
and after fleeing from the stormy tracts of 
the North, they seek a haven in less agitated 
seas. 

5. I myself have seen these marvels, and 
I have admired the wisdom of God in all 
things. If beings deprived of reason are 
capable of thinking and of providing for 
their own preservation ; if a fish knows what 
it ought to seek and what to shun, what 
shall we say, who are honoured with reason, 
instructed by law, encouraged by the promi- 
ses, made wise by the Spirit, and are neverthe- 
less less reasonable about our own affairs 
* than the fish? They know how to provide 
for the future, but we renounce our hope of 
the future and spend our life in brutal indul- 
gence. A fish traverses the extent of the sea 
to find what is good for it; what will you say 
then — you who live in idleness, the mother of 
all vices .^' Do not let any one make his igno- 
rance an excuse. There has been implanted 
in us natural reason which tells us to iden- 
tify ourselves with good, and to avoid all that 
is harmful. I need not go far from the sea 
to find examples, as that is the object of our 
researches. I have heard it said by one 
living near the sea, that the sea urchin, a 
little contemptible creature, often foretells 
calm and tempest to sailors. When it fore- 
sees a disturbance of the winds, it gets under 



> tf. ArUt., Hitt. Animal, vili. la and 13, and note on p. 70. 
* f^f-, Ariot. and Theophrastus. 

iofa mattr tst nmgarum navtrca omnium viriutum, St. 



a great pebble, and clinging to it as to an an- 
chor, it tosses about in safety, retained by the 
weight which prevents it from becoming the 
plaything of the waves.* It is a certain sign 
for sailors that they are threatened with a 
violent asjitation of the winds. No astrolo- 
ger, no Chaldaean, reading in the rising of 
the stars the disturbances of the air, has ever 
communicated his secret to the urchin : it is 
the Lord of the sea and of the winds who 
has impressed on this little animal a manifest 
proof of His great wisdom. God has fore- 
seen all. He has neglected nothing. His eye, 
which never sleeps, watches over all.* He is 
present eveiywhere and gives to each being 
the means of preservation. If God has not 
left the sea urchin outside His providence, 
is He without care for you? 

'* Husbands love your wives >'*^ Although 
formed of two bodies you are united to live in 
the communion of wedlock. May this natural 
link, may this yoke imposed by the blessing, 
reunite those who are divided. The viper, the 
cruelest of reptiles, unites itself with the sea 
lamprey, and, announcing its presence by a 
hiss, it calls it from the depths to conju- 
gal union. The lamprey obeys, and is 
united to this venomous animal.* What 
does this mean? However hard, however 
fierce a husband may be, the wife ought to 
bear with him, and not wish to find any pre- 
text for breaking the union. He strikes you, 
but he is your husband. He is a drunkard, 
but he is united to you by nature. He is 
brutal and cross, but he is henceforth one of 
your members, and the most precious of all. 

6. Let husbands listen as well : here is a 
lesson for them. The viper vomits forth its 
venom in respect for marriage; and you, 
will you not put aside the barbarity and the 
inhumanity of your soul, out of respect for 
your union? Perhaps the example of the 
viper contains another meaning. The union 
of the viper and of the lamprey is an adul- 
terous violation of nature. You, who are 
plotting against other men's wedlock, learn 
what creeping creature you are like. I have 
only one object, to make all I say turn to the 
edification of the Church. Let then liber- 

> " Tradunt nevitiam maris pretsagire eos^ cnrreptisque 
opperiri iapiliis^ mobiiitatem pond*re stabitimtes : nolunt 
volutatione spinas aUerer*^ quod ubi videre nautici^ statim 
pluribus ancoris navigia infretnant,^'* Plin. ix. c. cf. Pint., 
Dt Snlert, An. 979, Oppian, Halitut. ii. 225, and ^lian, Hist. 
An. vii. .^3. 

» cf. Prov. XV. "S : " The eyes of the Lord are In every place," 
and Ps. cxxi. 3. So Hesiod, itavro. ihlav Aibs b^doAfibf kqx irarra 
vo^rrac. Hes. Works and Days^ 26$. 

• Eph. V. 25. 

* The fable is in ^lian, Hisi. An. ix. 66, and is contradicted 
by Athenaeus, who says (vii. p. 31a); 'Ay6pia^ ii tv n^ ir«pi 

fiiyyvo'&at irpo<repxoM^»T' «w* ^^ Ttvayi»6«Kt oy6i yap e'lrl rtydyovK 
cx<(f viftta-^ai, t^iAi^vrrac Ai^«l>^c<rii' ^pijfiiait. Suiorparoc Bi 
9¥ rotf ircpl Zwwr trvyKararidcrflu rjj fti^<i. 
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lines put a restraint on their passions, for they 
arc taught by the examples set by creatures 
of earth and sea. 

Mv bodily infirmity and the lateness of 
the hour force me to end my discourse. 
However, I have still many observations to 
make on the products of the sea, for the ad- 
miration of my attentive audience. To 
Kocak of the sea itself, how docs its water 
cliange into salt? How is it that coral, a 
.«tone so much esteemed, is a plant in the 
midst of the sea, and when once exposed to 
the air becomes hard as a rock? Why has 
nature enclosed in the meanest of animals, in 
an oyster, so precious an object as a pearl ? 
r or these pearls, which are coveted by the 
caskets of kings, are cast upon the shores, 
upon the coasts, upon sharp rocks, and en- 
closed in oyster shells. How can the sea pinna 
produce her fleece of gold, which no dye has 
ever imitated? » How can shells give kinj^s 
purple of a brilliancy not surpassed by the 
flowers of the field ? 

'*Z<7/ the waters bring forth:" What 
necessary object was there that did not im- 
mediately appear? What object of luxury 
was not given to man? Some to supply 
his needs, some to make him contem- 
plate the marvels of creation. Some 
ai'e terrible, so as to take our idleness to 
school. *' God created great whales.'* * 
Scripture gives them the name of *' gieat " 
not because they are greater than a shrimp 
and a sprat, but because the size of their 
bodies equals that of great hills. Thus 
when thev swim on the surface of the 
waters one often sees them appear like 
islands. But these monstrous creatures do 
not frequent our coasts and shores; they in- 
habit the Atlantic ocean. Such are these 
animals created to strike us with terror and 
awe. If now you hear say that the greatest 
vessels, sailing with full sails, are easily 
stopped by a very small fish, by the rem- 
ora, and so forcibly that the ship remains 
motionless for a long time, as if it had taken 
^oot in the middle of the sea,' do vou not 
see in this little creature a like proof of the 
power of the Creator? Sword fish, saw 

* The Pinna is a bivnlve with a silky beard, of which several 
•pecies arc found in the Mediterranean. The bcanl is called 
by modern naturalists byssus. The shell of the giant pinna is 
•"metiines two feet long. 

* Gen. i. ai. 

* •• Tamen omnia httr, pariterqu* eodem impfllentia untts 
oc parvus admodum pisciculus^ echrueis apptUatHS^ in se 
tenet. Ruant venti licet, et saviant procelltt, tmperat furori^ 
virfsgue tantas rompescit, et cogit stare navigta : quod hom 
vincHlauUa^non anckora pondere irrfvocabtli jacttt . . . 
Fertur Actiaco marte tennisse navim Anton ii properantis cir- 
cum ire et exkortare suos donee trnnsiret in at tarn. . . . Tennit 
et nostra memoria Caii principis ah Astura Antium renavi- 
gantes.** Plin. xxxii. i. The popular error was long lived. 

** Life is a voyage, and. in our life's ways, 
Countries, courts, towns, arc rocks or remoras** 

Donne, To Sir iitury Wotton, 



fish, dog fish, whales, and sharks, are not 
therefore the only things to be dreaded ; we 
have to fear no less the spike of tlie stingray 
even ader its death, ^ and the sea-hare,' 
whose mortal blows are as rapid as they 
are inevitable. Thus the Creator wishes 
that all may keep you awake, so that full 
of hope in Him you may avoid the evils 
with which all these creatures threaten you. 
But let us come out of the depths of the 
sea and take refuge uf>on the shore. For 
the marvels of creation, coming one after 
the other in constant succession like the 
waves, have submerged my discourse. How- 
ever, I should not be surprised if, after find- 
ing greater wonders upon the earth, my 
spirit seeks like Jonah's to flee to the 
sea. But it seems to me, that meeting with 
these innumerable marvels has made me 
forget all measure, and experience the fate 
of those who navigate the high seas with- 
out a fixed point to mark their progress, 
and are often ignorant of the space which 
they have traversed. This is what has 
happened to me ; whilst my words glanced 
at creation, I have not been sensible of the 
multitude of beings of which I spoke to you. 
But although this honourable assembly is 
pleased by my speech, and the recital of 
the mar\'els of the Master is grateful to 
the ears of His servants, let me here bring the 
ship of my discourse to anchor, and await 
the day to deliver you the rest. Let us, 
therefore, all arise, and, giving thanks for 
what has been said, let us ask for strength 
to hear the rest. Whilst taking your food 
may the conversation at your table turn 
upon what has occupied us this morning 
and *^his evening. Filled with these thoughts 
may you, even in sleep, enjoy the pleasure 
of the day, so that you may be permitted 
to say, "I sleep but my heart waketh," ' 
meditating day and night upon the law 
of the Lord, to Whom be glory and power 
world without end. Amen. 

HOMILY Vin. 

The creation of fowl and water animals,^ 

« 

I. And God said ^^ Let the earth bring 
forth the living creature after his kind^ 
cattle and creeping things^ and beast of the 
earth after his kind; and it was soJ** * The 
command of God advanced step by step 
and earth thus received her adornment. 

1 Pliny (ix.ya) Sflvs it is sometimes five inches long, ^lian 
{Hist. An. i. 56) calls the wound tncumble. 

* Pliny (ix. yj) calls it tactu pestilens, and says (xxxli. 3) 
that no other fish eats it, except the mullet. 

* Cant. V. a. 

* Codex Coib, I has the title ** about creeping things and 
bcasu." * Gen. i. 24. 
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Yesterday it was said, ** Let the waters 
produce moving things," and to-day " let 
the earth bring forth the living creature." 
Is the earth then alive? And are the 
mad-minded Manichaeans right in giving 
it a soul? At these words ** Let the earth 
bring forth," it did not produce a germ 
contained in it, but He who gave the order 
at the same time gifted it with the grace and 
power to bring forth. When the earth had 
heard this command " Let the earth bring 
forth grass and the tree yielding fruit," it 
was not grass that it had hidden in it that it 
caused to spring forth, it did not bring to 
the surface a palm tree, an oak, a cypress, 
hitherto kept back in its depths. It is the 
word of God which forms the nature of things 
created. " Let the earth bring forth ; " that 
is to sav not that she mav bring: forth that 
which she has but that she may acquire 
that which she lacks, when God gives her 
the power. Even so now, *' Let tlie earth 
bring forth the living creature," not the 
living creature that is contained in herself, 
but that which the command of God gives 
her. Further, the Manichaeans contradict 
themselves, because if the earth has brought 
forth the life, she has left herself despoiled 
of life. Their execrable doctrine needs no 
demonstration. 

But why did the waters receive the com- 
mand to bring forth the moving creature that 
hath life and the earth to bring forth the 
living creature? We .conclude that, by 
their nature, swimming creatures appear 
only to have an imperfect life, because they 
live in the thick element of water. They are 
hard of hearing, and their sight is dull be- 
cause they see through the water ; they have 
no memory, no imagination, no idea of social 
intercourse. Thus divine lang^uage appears 
to indicate that, in aquatic animals, the car- 
nal life originates their psychic movements, 
whilst in terrestrial animals, gifted with a 
more perfect life,* the soul * enjoys supreme 
authoyity. In fact the greater part of quad- 
rupeds have more power of penetration in 
their senses ; theirapprehension of present ob- 
jects is keen, and they keep an exact remem- 
orance of the past. It seems therefore, that 
God, after the command given to the waters 
to bring forth moving creatures that have life, 
created simply living bodies for aquatic 
animals, whilst for terrestrial animals He 
commanded the soul to exist and to direct 
the body, showing thus that the inhabitants 
of the earth are gifted with greater vital 
force* Without doubt terrestrial animals are 
devoid of reason. At the same time how 
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many affections of the soul each one of them 
expresses by the voice of nature ! They ex- 
press by cries their joy and sadness, recogni- 
tion of what is familiar to them, the need of 
food, regret at being separated from their 
companions, and numberless emotions. 
Aquatic animals, on the contrary, are not 
only dumb; it is impossible to tame them, 
to teach them, to train them for man's soci- 
ety.* *' The ox knoweth his owner, and the 
ass his master's crib." * But the fish does 
not know who feeds him. The ass knows a 
familiar voice, he knows the road which he 
has often trodden, and even, if man loses his 
way, he sometimes serves him as a guide. 
His hearing is more acute than that of any 
other terrestrial animal. What animal of the 
sea can show so much rancour and resent- 
ment as the camel ? The camel conceals its 
resentment for a long time after it has been 
struck, until it finds an opportunity, and then 
repays the wrong. Listen, you whose 
heart does not pardon, you who practise 
vengeance as a virtue ; see what you resem- 
ble when you keep your ^nger for so long 
against your neighbour like a spark, hidden in 
the ashes, and only waiting for fuel to set 
your heart ablaze I 

2. *' Z^/ ^Ae earth bring forth a living 
souiy Why did the earth produce a living 
soul ? so that you may make a difterence be- 
tween the soul of cattle and that of man. You 
will soon learn how the human soul was 
formed ; hear now about the soul of creatures 
devoid of reason. Since, according to Scrip- 
ture, '* the life of every creature is in the 
blood," ' as the blood when thickened changes 
into flesh, and flesh when corrupted decom- 
poses into earth, so the soul of beasts isnatur- 
ally an earthy substance. *' Let the earth 
bring forth a living soul." See the affinity of 
the soul with blood, of blood with flesh, of flesh 
with earth; and remounting in an inverse 
sense from the earth to the flesh, from the 
flesh to the blood, from the blood to the soul, 
you will find that the soul of beasts is earth. 
Do not suppose that it is older than the 
essence * of their body, nor that it survives 
the dissolution of the flesh ; * avoid the non- 

> See note on p. 90. • cf. Lev. xvii. 11. 

* Isa. i. 3. * vir6(rTa(ri?. 

»lt may be supposed *• that the souls of brutes, beinpf but 
so many eradiations or effluxes from that source of life above, 
are, as soon as ever those organized bodies of theirs, by reason 
of their indisposition, become uncapable of bcini^ further acted 
upon by them, then to be resumed acain and retracted back to 
their original head and fountain. Since it cannot be doubled 
but what creates anythinj^ out of nothing, or sends it forth 
from itself, by free and voluntary etitanation^ may be able 
either to retract the same back a^ain to its orig^mal source, or 
else to annihilate it at pleasure. And I find that there have 
not wanti-d some araonjr the Gentile philosophers themselves 
who have entertained tnis opinion, whereof Porphyry is one, 
AvfToi CKavn} dvVajuiic dAdyoe etc ti\v oAijv ^wiiy row varrof." 
Cudworth, i. 35. 
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sense of those arrogant philosophers who do 
not blush to liken their soul to that of a dog ; 
who say that they have been formerly them- 
selves women, shrubs, fish.* Have they 
ever been fish? I do not know; but I do 
not fear to affirm that in their writings they 
show less sense than fish. "Let the earth 
bring forth the living creature." Perhaps 
many of you ask why there is such a long 
silence in the middle of the rapid rush of my 
discourse. The more studious among my 
auditors will not be ignorant of the leason 
why words fail me. What ! Have I not seen 
them look at each other, and make signs to 
make me look at them, and to remind me of 
what I have passed over? I have forgotten 
a part of the creation, and that one of the 
most considerable, and my discourse was 
ahiiost finished without touching upon it. 
" Let the waters bring forth abundantly the 
moving creature that hath life and fowl 
that may fly above the earth in the open 
firmament of heaven." * I spoke of fish as 
long as eventide allowed : to-day we have 
passed to the examination of terrestrial ani- 
mals ; between the two, birds have escaped 
us. We are forgetful like travellers who, 
unmindful of some important object, are 
obliged, although they be far on their road, 
to retrace their steps, punished for their neg- 
ligence by the weariness of the journey. So 
we have to turn back. That which we have 
omitted is not to be despised. It is the third 
part of the animal creation, if indeed there 
are three kinds of animals, land, winged and 
water. 

*' Let the waters** it is said *' hringforth 
abundantly moving creature that hath life 
and fowl that may fly above the earth in the 
open firmament of heaven,^* Why do the 
waters give birth also to birds? Because 
there is, so to say, a family link between the 
creatures that fly and those that swim. In 
the same way that fish cut the waters, using 
their fins to carry them forward and their 
tails to direct their movements round and 
round and straightforward, so we see 
birds float in the air by the help of their 
wings. Both endowed with the property of 
swimming, their common derivation from 
the waters has made them of one family.' 

' Einpedocles is named as author of the lines : 

rfii\ yftp wot' cyw ycy^fiifv tcovpifrf icopof re^ 
^dfii'ot T* otwi'iSf T< teat t\.v aXi cAAoiro« ixdvf . 

rf. DioT. Lacrt. viii. 78 and Plutarch, D SoUrt, An. ii. gd^. 
Whether the '• fahi PytnagforaB cojrn»«lii " of Hor.,^ Sat. ii, o, 
6j. iinp.ies the transmi^rHtion nf the soul into it is douhtfnl. 
cf. Tuv., Sat. XV. 15^. Anixiinanderthoug^httiiat human beings 
were originally generated from fish. Plut., Syinp. viii. 8. 

* Gen. i. 2j. 

* Fialon quotes Bossuct, 1st Elcv. sth week ; '• ^ui a donni 
aux oiseaux elaux foissons ces rames natnrfftes, qui leurfont 
fendre Its taux et Ua airs t Ce qui ^ul etre a donui lieu A 
Itur Criateur dt Us produirt enttmbte, commt animaux tTun 



At the same time no bird is without feet, 
because finding all its food upon the 
earth it cannot do without their service. 
Rapacious birds have pointed claws to 
enable them to close on their prey ; to the 
rest has been given the indispensable ministry 
of feet to seek their food and to provide for 
the other needs of life. There are a few who 
walk badly, whose feet are neither suitable 
for walking nor for preying. Among this 
number are swallows, incapable of walking 
and seeking their prey, and the birds called 
swifts * who live on little insects carried about 
by the air. As to the swallow, its flight, which 
grazes the earth, fulfils the function of feet. 
3. There are also innumerable kinds of 
birds. If we review them all, as we have 
partly done the fish, we shall find that under 
one name, the creatures which fly difl^er infin- 
itely in size, form and colour ; that in their life, 
their actions and their manners, they present 
a variety equally beyond the power of de- 
scription. Thus some have tried to imagine 
names for them of which the singularity and 
the strangeness might, like brands, mark 
the distinctive character of each kind known. 
Some, as eagles, have been called Schizop- 
tera, others Dermoptera, as the bats, others 
Ptilota, as wasps, others Coleoptera, as 
beetles and all those insects which brought 
forth in cases and coverings, break their prison 
to fly away in liberty.' But we have enough 
words of common usage to characterise each 
species and to mark the distinction which 
Scripture sets up between clean and unclean 
birds. Thus the species of carnivora is of 
one sort and of one constitution which suits 
their manner of living, sharp talons, curved 
beak, swift wings, allowing them to swoop 
easily upon their prey and to tear it up after 
having seized it.' The constitution of those 
who pick up seeds is difl^erent, and again 
that of those who live on all they come across. 
What a variety in all these creatures ! Some 
are gregarious, except the birds of prey 
who know no other society than, con- 
jugal union; but innumerable kinds, doves, 
cranes, starlings, jackdaws, like a common 
life.* Among them some live without a 
chief and in a sort of independence; others, 
as cranes, do not refuse to submit themselves 
to a leader. And a fresh difference between 

dessin A fen prh sembloble : U vol des oiseaux semblant, etre 
une esptce de facuiti de nager daus une liqueur plus subtile^ 
com me la facuiti de na^er dans les poissons est une espice de 
vol dans une liqueur pins /paisse.** 

The theory of evolutioniRts is, as is well kno^vn, that hirds 
developed out of reptiles and reptiles trom fish. Vide E. 
Haeckel's monophyletic pedigree in his History of Creation. 

1 J(ociravi9( i.e. sickle-bird. 

s These are the terms of Aristotle, Hist. An.x,$, 

» cf. Arist., Hist. An. viii. 3. 

4 Whence the proverb icoAotbc vorl KoAouir. Arist., Elk, 
Nic, I. viii. 6. 
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them is ihaL some are stationary and non- 
migratory ; others undertiike long' voyages 
and the greater part of tliem, migrate at the 
approach of winter. Nearly all birds can be 
tamed and are capable of training, except 
the weakest, who through fear and timidity 
cannot bear the constant and annoying con- 
tact of the hand. Some like the society of 
man and inhabit our dwellings; others de- 
light in mountains and in desert places. 
There is a great difference ti>o in their pecu- 
liar notes. Some twitter and chatter, others 
are silent, some have a melodious and sono- 
rous voice, some are wholly inharmonious 
and incapable of song; some imitate the 
voice of man, taught their mimicry either by 
nature or training ; ' others always give forth 
the same monotonous cry. The cock is proud ; 
the peacock is vain of his beauty ; doves and 
fowls are amorous, always seeking each 
other's society. The partridge is deceitful 
and jealous, lending perfidious help to the 
huntsmen to seize their prey.' 

4. What a variety, I have said, in the 
actions and lives of flying creatures 1 Some of 
these unreasoning creatures even have a gov- 
ernment, if the feature of government is to 
make the activity of all the individuals centre 
in one common end. This may be observed in 
bees. They have a common dwelling place ; 
thev fly in the air together, they work at the 
same work together ; and what is still more 
extraordinary is that they give themselves to 
these labours under the guidance of a king 
and superintendent, and that they do not 
allow themselves to fly to the meadows with- 
out seeing if the king is flying at their head. 
As to this king, it is not election that gives 
him this authority ; ignorance on the part of 
the people often puts the worst man 
power; it is not fate; the blind decisions of 
fate often give authority to the most un- 
worthy. It is not lu-redity that places him 
on the throne; it is only too common to see 
the children o£ kings, corrupted by luxury 
and flattery, living in ignorance of all virtue. 
It is nature which makes the king of the bees, 
for nature gives him superior size, beauty, 
and sweetness of character. He has a sting 
like the others, but he does not use it to 
revenge himself.* It is a principle of natu- 
ral and unwritten law, that those who are 
raised to high oflice, ought to be lenient in 
punishing. Even bees who do not follow 
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*Ju\a.,/f/H.AK. 
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example of their king, repent without 
delay of their imprudence, since they lose 
their lives with their sting. Listen, Chris- 
), you to whom it is forbidden to ''' recom- 
« evil for evil" and commanded "to 
overcome evil with good." ' Take the bee 
for your model, which constructs its cells 
without injuring any one and without inter- 
fering with the goods of others. It gathers 
ipenly wax from the flowers with its mouth, 
drawing in the honey scattered over them 
like dew, and injects it into tlie hollow of its 
Thus at first honey is liquid; time" 
thickens it and gives it its sweetness.* The 
book of Proverbs has given the bee the most 
honourable and Che best praise by calling her 
: and industrious.' How much activity 
she exerts in gathering this precious nourish- 
ment, by which both kings and men of low 
degree are brought to health t How great is the 
art hnd cunning she displays in the construc- 
tion of the store houses which are destined to 
receive the honey 1 After having spread the 
i like a thin membrane, she distributes it 
contiguous compartments which, weak 
though they are, by their number and by 
their mass, sustain the whole edifice. Each 
in fact holds to the one next to it, and is 
separated by a thin partition ; we thus seeEwo 
or three galleries of cells built one upon the 
■T. The bee takes care not to make one 
cavity, for fear it might break under 
weight of the liquid, and allow it to 
escape. See how the discoveries of geometry 
e mere by-works to thfc wise bee 1 ' 
The rows of honey-comb are all hexagonal 
ith equal sides. They do not bear on 
each other in straight lines, lest the supports 
ihould press on empty spaces between and 
jive way ; but the angles of the lower hexa- 
gons serve as foundations and bases to those 
hich rise above, so as to furnish a sure 
ipport to the lower mass, and so that each 
:11 may securely keep the liquid honey.' 



• The iincient belief iras thM honey fetl from heaven. In the 

Veru., ErVi'i. w.-mriJamtllX" anA Gio-y.'"."' ■'omV 
millls calntia iama:' cf. Atlil,, HA. v. ai.^.W « rt «rr» 

^l^n n ipit'.'^<ip\!n. Hi. 11. ^"'si'ii^'i/h n^eall tHder"}vt 



tLJt,-c(Kub1aKhin}: 

And drunk Ihe milk nr'piradife." 
■Prov. vi. S.lii. Tlie lerenna to the bee it not In the 

Hebrew,- *., %,^i^.i^,:-T. 

* ef. ^lUn- V, 13. yttairrpw H ral KoAAif ffjf^armr jroE 

^■ivvunb Tuv iro^v AjoAqroi', rA ffaMLOTD*- iTjifitfufvi' iCvrvlfit 

' The mitheniatlcnl eiictneu of Ihe bee l> deactibed br 
Dnrwin In tenni nhlcb mike It eren mnre ranrvellnui than It 
>|>pBited to Ba>il. '• The inail wonderful nf oil known In. 
ulintU.lbatof thehivebeetiDAV benplalnedhy nslur^l ■e]e& 
linn hivlnK taken edvaDUEe of nDmenms slight nrndlflcitioH 
nf simpler Instlndi; nitural Belectlon harin^ bjr slow desnn 
man and oon jictfecUj' led the bcu to iwcfp nqo*] ■phow 
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5. How shall we make an exact review 
of all the peculiarities of the life of birds? 
During the night cranes keep watch in turn ; 
some sleep, others make the rounds and pro- 
cure a quiet slumber for their companions. 
After having finished his duty, the sentry 
utters a cry, and goes to sleep, and the one 
who awakes, in his turn, repays the security 
which he has enjoyed.* You will see the 
same order reign in their flight. One leads 
the way, and when it has guided the flight 
of the flock for a certain time, it passes to 
the rear, leaving to the one who comes after 
the care of directing the march. 

The conduct of storks comes very near 
intelligent reason. In these regions the 
same season sees them all migrate. They 
all start at one given signal. And it seems 
to me that our crows, serving them as escort, 
go to bring them back, and to help them 
against the attacks of hostile birds. ^The 
proof is that in this season not a single crow 
appears, and that they return with wounds, 
evident marks of the help and of the assist- 
ance that they have lent. Who has explained 
to them the laws of hospitality? Who has 
threatened them with the penalties of deser- 
tion? For not one is missing from the com- 
pany. Listen, all inhospitable hearts, ye who 
shut your doors, whose bouse is never open 
either in the winter or in the night to travellers. 
The solicitude of storks for their old would 
be sufiicient, if our children would reflect 
upon it, to make them love their parents ; 
because there is no one so failing in good 
sense, as not to deem it a shame to be sur- 
passed in virtue by birds devoid of reason. 
The storks surround their father, when old 
age makes his feathers drop off*, warm him 
with their wings, and provide abundantly for 
his support, and even in their flight they help 
him as much as they are able, raising him 
gently on each side upon their wings, a 
conduct so notorious that it has given to 
gratitude the name of *' antipelargosis."' 
Let no one lament poverty ; let not the man 
whose house is bare despair of his life, when 
he considers the industry of the swallow. 
To build her nest, she brings bits of straw 

at a g^ven distance from each olher in a double layer, and to 
build up and excavate the wax along the planes of inten^ec- 
tion." Origin of Species^ ii. 255, ed. 1861 According to this 
view the beings from whom hive bees, as we know them, are 
descended were gifted with certain simple instincts capable 
of a kind of hereditary unconscious education, resulting in a 
complex instinct which constructs with exact precision the 
hexagonal chamber best fitted for the purpose it is designed to 
fulfil, and then packs it. And it is interesting to note how the 
great apostle of abstract selection personifies it as a *' taker " 
of •• advantage," and a •• leader." 

1 Arist., Htst, An, ix. 10. 

* From ir(A(xpy6«. On the pions affection of the stork, cf. 
Plato. i4/r.i. 1.^5 (§61), Arist.,/^.i4. ix. 13,30, ^lian, if.A. iii. 
23, and X. i5, and Plin. x. 32. From «-<AaoYd« was supposed to 
be derived the Pythaeorean word vcAeMryav (Diog. Laert. vlii. 
90), but this is now regarded as a corruption of vc3aprai'. 



in her beak ; and, as she cannot raise the 
mud in her claws, she moistens the end of her 
wings in water and then rolls in very fine 
dust and thus procures mud.* After having 
united, little by little, the bits of straw with 
this mud, as with glue, she feeds her young; 
and if any one of them has its eyes injured, she 
has a natural remedy to heal the sight of her 
little ones.' 

This sight ought to warn you not to take 
to evil ways on account of poverty ; and, even 
if you are reduced to the last extremity, not 
to lose all hope ; not to abandon yourself to 
inaction and idleness, but to have recoui*se to 
God. If He is so bountiful to the swallow, 
what will He not do for those who call upon 
Him with all their heart? 

The halcyon is a sea bird, which lays its 
eggs along the shore, or deposits them in the 
sand. And it lays in the middle of winter, 
when the violence of the winds dashes the 
sea against the land. Yet all winds are 
hushed, and the wave of the sea g^ows calm, 
during the seven days that the halcyon sits.' 

For it only takes seven days to hatch the 
young. Then, as they are in need of food 
so that they may grow, God, in His munifi- 
cence, grants another seven days to this 
tiny animal. All sailors know this, and call 
these days halcyon days. If divine Provi- 
dence has established these marvellous laws 
in favour of creatures devoid of reason, it 
is to induce you to ask for your salvation from 
God. Is there a wonder which He will not 
perform for you — you have been made in His 
image, when for so little a bird, the great, 
the fearful sea is held in check and is com- 
manded in the midst of winter to be calm. 

6. It is said that the turtle-dove, once 
separated from her mate, does not con- 
tract a new union, but remains in widow- 
hood, in remembrance of her first alliance.* 
Listen, O women ! What veneration for 
widowhood, even in these creatures de- 
void of reason, how they prefer it to an 
unbecoming multiplicity of marriages. The 
eagle shows the greatest injustice in the edu- 

> " ffimndines Into cons/ruHHi, slramine rohoranl : si 
, •__^.. — .. .-...-. .„_j-r_-^ ij ^ — ■' pmlvtrem 




_ monstru' 

vere, vexaiis putiornm oculis ilia medenttsy Plin. viii. 41. 
cf. ^lian, H.A, iii. 25. Chelidonia is swallowwort or celan- 
dine. 

• " Ftetificant bruma.auidiex halcyonides vocantur^piacida 
mart per eos et navigahili^ Siculo miucime. Plin. z. 47. tf. 
Arist., H.A. v. S, 9, and uBlian, H.N', i. 36. So Theoc tU. 57 : 
X' aKKv6vt^ <rropcovvi^t rft K^^aro, r^v'rc doXoavov 
t6¥ re vwroy t6¥T* cSpoK 6f ctrxara ^vxta kcvcu 

Sir Thomas Browne ( Vulgar Errors) denies the use of a 
kingfisher as a weather.gauge, but says nothing as to the 
'• halcyon days." Kingfishers are rarely seen in the open sea. 
but haunt estuaries which are calm without any special 
miracle. Possibly the halcyon was a tern or sea-swallow, 
which resembles a kingfisher, but they brood on land. 

« Arist., H^, lx.7. 
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cation which she gives to her young. When 
she has hatched two little ones, she throws 
one on the ground, thrusting it out with 
blows from her wings, and only acknowledges 
the remaining one. It is the difficulty of 
finding food which has made her repulse the 
ofTspring she has brought forth. But the 
osprey, it is said, will not allow it to perish, 
she carries it away and brings it' up with her 
young ones.* Such are parents who, under 
the plea of poverty, expose their children ; 
such are again those who, in the distribution 
of their inheritance, make unequal divisions. 
Since they have given existence equally to 
each of their children, it is just that they 
should equally and without preference fur- 
nish them with the means of livelihood. Be- 
ware of imitating the cruelty of birds with 
hooked talons. When they sec their young 
are from henceforth capable of encountering 
the air in their flight, they throw them out 
of the nest, striking them and pushing them 
with their wings, and do not take tlie least 
care of them. The love of the crow for its 
young is laudable 1 When they begin to fly, 
she follows them, gives them food, and for a 
very long time provides for their nourish- 
ment. Many birds have no need of union 
with males to conceive. But their eggs are 
unfruitful, except those of vultures, who 
more often, it is said, bring forth without 
coupling:* and this although they have a 
very lonjj life, which often reaches its hun- 
dredth year. Note and retain, I pray you, this 
point in the history of birds; and if ever you 
see any one laugh at our mystery, as if it 
were impossible and contrary to nature that 
a virgin should become a mother without 
losing the purity of her virginity, bethink 
you that He who would save the faithful by 
the foolishness of preaching, has given us 
beforehand in nature a thousand reasons for 
believing in the marvellous.' 

7. **Ztf/ the waters bring forth the moving 

> Ar. tI. 6 and ix. .14. " Melanaetos . . . sola aqnilarum 
fmttts smo9 alit; ceterm . . . fu/fant,** Plin. x. 3. *• Pariunt 
ova Uma : exclmdMnt puilos binos : visi sunt el ires aiiauan- 



t eognatum genus ossifragi excipiunt^ et educant cum suis.** 
« Ariiit., /Jfst, An, vi. 6 wnd ix. 15. So Pliny x. vii. •• /Vf'dos 
Mwtf atiigii: idea etiam f Here ^ui pu*areHt illos ex adverso 
orbe adrware, nidi/icani enim in excetsi'ssimis rupibusV cf. 
also ^li;in, li. 46: yvira £< ipptva ov ^euri yiy¥tirdai votc a'AAd 

• This analof^ is repeated almost in identical words in 
Rastl's Horn. xxii. J>e hrovidentia, cf, also hts Com. on 
haiah, St. Ambrose repeats the illustration {Hex. v. ao). 
The analog, evrn if the facts were true, would be false and 
mbleadinz. But it is curious to note that were any modem 
divine desirous of here following: in Basil's track, he might 
find the alleged facts in ths latest modern science,— r^. in 
the so-called Parthenogenesis, or virf^inal reproduction, amone 
insects, as said to be demonstrMted by Siebold. Ilaeckel {Hist, 
•f Creation, Lankester*s ed. U. p. i^) represents sexual re 
producticm as quite a rvceut development of non-sexual repro 
anciioo* 



creatures that have life^ and fowl that may 
fly above the earth in the open frmament of 
heaven, ^^ They received the command to 
fly above the earth because earth provides 
them with nourishment. " In the firmament 
of heaven," that is to say, as we have said 
before, in that part of the air called wfiavdi:^ 
heaven,* from the word ipdv, which means to 
see ; • called firmament, because the air 
which extends over our heads, compared to 
the aether, has greater density, and is thick- 
ened by the vapours which exhale from 
the earth. You have then heaven adorned, 
earth beautified, the sea peopled with its 
own creatures, the air filled with birds which 
scour it in every direction. Studious lis- 
tener, think of all these creations which 
God has drawn out of nothing, think of 
all those which my speech has left out, to 
avoid tediousness, and not to exceed my 
limits; recognise everywhere the wisdom of 
God ; never cease to wonder, and, through 
every creature, to glorify the Creator. 

There are some kinds of birds which live by 
night in the midst of darkness; others which 
fly by day in full light. Bats, owls, night- 
ravens are birds of night : if by chance you 
cannot sleep, reflect on these nocturnal birds 
and their peculiarities and glorify their 
Maker. How is it that the nightingale is 
always awake when sitting on her eggs, pass- 
ing the night in a continual melody.^ ' How 
is it that one animal, the bat, is at the 
same time quadruped and fowl? That it is 
the only one of the birds to have teeth? 
That it is viviparous like quadrupeds, and 
traverses the air, raising itself not upon 
wings, but upon a kind of membrane?* 
What natural love bats have for each other ! 
How they interlace like a chain and hang the 
one upon the other ! A very rare spectacle 
among men, who for the greater part prefer 
individual and private life to the union of 
common life. Have not those who give 
themselves up to vain science the eyes of 
owls ? The sight of the owl, piercing during 
the night time, is dazzled by the splendour 
of the sun ; thus the intelligence of these men, 
so keen to contemplate vanities, is blind in 
presence of the true light. 

During the day, also, how easy it is for you 
to admire the Creator everywhere ! See how 

* cf. note on p. 70. 

* The Greek word crrcp^taua, from <rr«pc<K, strong:, is trace- 
able to the root stak, to spread out, and so indirectly Ubso. 
ciated with the connotHiion of the Hebrew rakia 

' Arist., H.A. viii. 75. Pliny x. 43. *• Luscintis diebus ac 
noctihns continnis guindecim j^arrulus sine intermissu canttts, 
densante se frondium germtne, no% in novissimum digna 
miralu ave. 

* So also Basil in Horn, on Isaiah iii. 447. cf. Pliny x. Si, 
" cui et memhranaceee pinnet itni.** 
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the domestic cock calls you to work with his 
shrill cry, and how, forerunner of the sun, 
and early as the traveller, he sends forth 
labourers to the harvest! What vigilance 
in geese I With what sagacity they divine 
secret dangers ! Did they not once upon a 
time save the imperial city? When enemies 
were advancing by subterranean passages to 
possess themselves of the capitol of Rome, 
did not geese announce the danger?* Is 
there any kind of bird whose nature ofTers 
nothing for our admiration? Who announces 
to the vultures that there will be carnage 
when men march in battle array against one 
another? You may see flocks of vultures 
following armies and calculating the result 
of warlike preparations ; * a calculation very 
nearly approaching to human reasoning. 
How can I describe to you the fearful inva- 
sions of locusts, which rise everwhere at a 
given signal, and pitch their camps all over a 
country ? They do not attack crops until they 
have received the divine command. Or shall 
I describe how the remedy for this curse, the 
thrush, follows them with its insatiable appe- 
tite, and the devouring nature that the loving 
God has given it in His kindness for men?' 
How does the grasshopper modulate its 
song?* . Why is it more melodious at mid- 
day owing to the air that it breathes in dilat- 
ing its chest? 

But lit appears to me that in wishing to 
describe the marvels of winged creatures, I 
remain further behind than I should if my 
feet had tried to match the rapidity of their 
flight. When you see bees, wasps, in short 
all those flying creatures called insects, be- 
cause they have an incision all around, 
reflect that they have neither respiration nor 
lungs, and that they are supported by air 
through all parts of their bodies.* Thus 
they perish, if they are covered with oil, be- 
cause it stops up their pores. Wash them 
with vinegar, the pores reopen and the ani- 
mal returns to life. Our God has created 

' cf, Livy V. 47 and Plutnrch, Camillus, or Verjf. vlii. 655, 
Tlie niternafive tradition of the mine is preserved by Servius. 

^ cf. ^lianj H,A. ii. 46. koi iiiyro^ kox ratf iKorjtioit irrpa^ 
Tiaif c'iroi'rat yvircf ical fiaXa yt iiayriKit^ on cif ir6\€tiO¥ x<^poi;<riK 
ciMrrf Kal ori /uiax^ na<ra epya^crai vt^(>ov^ Koi tovto iyvuK&rtK* 

cf. Plinv X. SS: ** vultures sagacius odorantur." 

8 cf. Guleit. vi. 3, 

* Fialon, quoting^ the well known ode of Anakreon, "jyuucopi- 
Couiy 9t Wrrt^," and Plato's theory of the affection of grass, 
hoppers and the muses in the PA^n/m.f, contrasts the'* ran/if 
querula rumpent arhusta cicada** oi Vergil {Georg. lii.saS), 
and points out that the Romans did not share the Greek ad* 
miration for the gmsshopper's song. 

» •• Insecta^ multi negarunt^ spirare^ idque ratione jbersua- 
dentex^ quoniam in viscera interiora nexus spirabitis non 
inesset. Jtaque vivere ut fruges^ arboresque : sed plurimum 
interesse sptrei aliquid an vtvai, Eadem de causa nee san- 
guinem iis esse qui sit null is carentibus corde atque Jecore, 
Sic nee spirare ea quibus pulmo desit unde numerosa series 
^uastionum exoritur.^ Jidem enim et vocem esse his negant^ 
in tanio murmure apium^cicadarum sono , . . nee video cur 
magis possint non trakere animam taiia, et vivere, quam 
sptrare sine visceribus,** Plin. xi. a. 



nothing unnecessarily and has omitted nothing 
that is necessary. If now you cast your eyes 
upon aquatic creatures, you will find that 
their organization is quite different. Their 
feet are not split like those of the crow, nor 
hooked like those of the carnivora, but large 
and membraneous; therefore they can easily 
swim, pushing the water with the mem- 
branes of their feet as with oars. Notice 
how the swan plunges his neck into the 
depths of the water to draw his food from it, 
and you will understand the wisdom' of the 
Creator in giving this creature a neck longer 
than his feet, so that he may throw it like a 
line, and take the food hidden at the bottom 
of the water.* 

8. If we simply read the words of Scrip- 
ture we find only a few short syllables. ** Let 
the waters bring forth fowl that may fly above 
the earth in the open firmament of heaven," 
but if we enquire into the meaning of these 
words, then the great wonder of the wisdom 
of the Creator appears. What a difference 
He has foreseen among winged creatures! 
How He has divided them by kinds ! How 
He has characterized each one of them by 
distinct qualities ! But the day will not suf- 
fice me to recount the wonders of the air. 
Earth is calling me to describe wild beasts, 
reptiles and cattle, ready to show us in her 
turn sights rivalling those of plants, fish, and 
birds. " Let the earth bring forth the living 
soul " of domestic animals, of wild beasts, 
and of reptiles after their kind. What have 
you to say, you who do not believe in the 
change that Paul promises you in the resur- 
rection, when you see so many metamor- 
phoses among creatures of the air ? What 
are we not told of the horned worm of India 1 
First it changes into a caterpillar,' then be- 
comes a buzzing insect, and not content with 
this form, it clothes itself, instead of wings, 
with loose, broad plates. Thus, O women, 
when you are seated busy with your weav- 
ing, I mean of the silk which is sent you by 
the Chinese to make your delicate dresses,* 
remember the metamorphoses of this crea- 
ture, conceive a clear idea of the resurrection, 
and do not refuse to believe in the change 
that Paul announces for all men. 

But I am ashamed to see that my discourse 
oversteps the accustomed limits; if I con- 
sider the abundance of matters on which I 
have just discoursed to you, 1 feel that I am 
being borne beyond bounds ; but when I 
reflect upon the inexhaustible wisdom which 

1 Arist., De Part. An. iv. la. 

• This word is curiously rendered by Eustathius vemett, 
and by Ambrose caulis. Gamier {Prtef. in Bas. aS) thinks 
that the latter perhaps found in some corrupt MS. Kpi§jifi}^¥ for 
Kayitniv. 

» Arist., ^.A. Y. 19. 
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is itisplayed in the works of creation, I seem 
to be but at the beginning of my story. 
Nevertheless, 1 have not iletained you so 
long without profit. For what would you 
have (lore until the evening? You are not 
pressed by guests, nor expected at banquets. 
L>et me then employ this bodily fust lo 
rejoice your souls. You have often served 
the flesh for pleasure, to-day persevere in the 
ministry of the soul. " Delight thyself also 
in the Lord and he shall give thee the desire 
of thine heart." ' Do you love riches? 
Here arc spiritual riches. " The judgments 
of the Lord are true and righteous iiltogetlicr. 
More to be desired are they than gold and 
precious stones." ' Do you love enjoyment 
and pleasures? Behold the oracles of the Lord, 
which, for a healthy soul, are " sweeter than 
honey and the honey-comb." ' If I let you 
go. and if I dismiss this assembly, some will 
run to the dice, where they will find bad 
language, sad quarrels and the pangs of 
avarice. There stands the devil, inflaming 
the fury of the players with the doited bones,' 
transporting the same sums of money from 
one side of the table to the other, now exalt- 
ing one with victory and throwing the other 
into despair, now swelling the first with 
boasting and covering his rival with confu- 
sion.' Of what use is bodily fasting and fill- 
ing the soul with innumerable evils? He 
who does not play spends his leisure else- 
■where. What frivolities come from his 
mouth I What follies strike his ears! 
Leisure without the fear of the Lord is, for 
those who do not know the value of time, 
a school of vice.* I hope that my words 
■will be profitable; at lenst by occupying you 
here they h.ive, prevented you from sinning. 
Thus the longer I keep you, the longer you 
are out of the way of evil. 

An equitable judge will deem that I have 
said enough, not if he considers the riches of 
creation, but if he thinks of our weakness and 
of the measure one ought to keep in that 
which tends to pleasure. Earth has wel- 
comed you with its own plants, water with 
its fish, air with its birds; the continent in 
its turn is ready to ofier you as rich treasures. 



• With Biiil'i dncrlptlnn of tha punlng Uttlci, an, 
«r Ccum, r/. Otrid-t of Uhhc of Koqie : 

" frm tmta, Jtfarmi malum, iurrmr npldr ; 

^trgiaaai H rtum, nllitHiuai,, doior. 
r&lma Jiimatmt, n«mtl thmariitM alirr, 
Invrialr^miitiliiquUfxrdrai, 
/iwlhtda: IwMniii norm ft' tbIi- ^i—i— 
Ei ItarjmU viii impt madin grnit. 



tmftmm." Jciome, /.V. JTi 
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But let us put ail end to this morning han< 
quel, for fear satiety may blunt your taste for 
the evening one. May He who has filled all 
with the works of His creation and has left 
everywhere visible memorials of His won- 
ders, fill vour hearts with all spiritual joys in 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, to whom belong 
glory and power, world without end. Amen. 

HOMILY IX. 
The creation of terrestrial animals. 
I. How did you like the fare of my morn- 
ing's discourse? It seemed lo me that I hud 
the good intentions of a poor giver of a feast, 
who, ambitious of having the credit of keep- 
ing a good table saddens his guests by the 
poor supply of the more expensive dishes. 
In vain he lavishly covers his table with his 
mean fare; his ambition only shows his 
folly. It is for you to judge if I have 
shared the same fate. Yet, whatever my dis- 
course may have been, take care lest you 
disregard it. No one refused to sit at the 
table of Elisha ; and yet he only gave hia 
friends wild vegetables." 1 know the laws 
of allegory, though less by myself than 
from the works of others. jThere are those 
truly, who do not admit the common sense 
of the Scriptures, for whom water is not 
water, but some other nature, who sec in a 
plant, inn fish, what their fancy wishes, who 
change the nature of reptiles and of wild 
beasts to suit their allegories, like the inter- 
preters of dreams who explain visions in 
sleep to make them serve their own ends. 
For me grass is grass; plant, fish, wildl 
beast, domestic animal, I take all in the I 
literal sense.' " For I am not ashamed of 1 
the gospel."' Those who have written about | 
the nature of the universe have, discussed at 
length the shape of the earth. If it be 
spherical or cyhndrical, if it resemble a disc 
and is equally rounded in all parts, or if it 
has the form of a winnowing basket and is 
hollow in the middle;* all these conjectures 
have been suggested by cosmographers, each 
one upsetting that of his predecessor. It 
will not lead mc to give less importance to 
the creation of the universe, tliat tlie ser- 
vant o£ God, Moses, is silent as to shapes; 



■Kiuioiilhiniit that lh[i plain rersTEacElnOrlireDniiiT have 
been evoked bviomc criIii:[>ni*oii (he llird HomlTv. (if. i>. ■j\.\ 
St. H»II>i litenliam and bo)d deparlun rniin the alleKorlalntc 
nf Orimn and fmm tlie milder mjaUclam nf Suxbliu are n. 
ninrked on In the ProleKomeaii. 

• Ho,n.l..e. 
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he has not said that the earth is a hundred 
and eighty thousand furlongs in circum- 
ference ; he has not measured into what 
extent of air its shadow projects itself 
whilst the sun revolves around it, nor stated 
how this shadow, casting itself upon the 
moon, produces eclipses. He has passed 
over in silence, as useless, all that is unim- 
portant for us. Shall I then prefer foolish 
wisdom to the oracles of the Holy Spirit? 
Shall I not rather exalt Him who, not wish- 
ing to fill our minds with these vanities, has 
regulated all the economy of Scripture in 
view of the edification and the making per- 
fect of our souls? It is this which those 
seem to me not to have understood, who, 
giving themselves up to the distorted mean- 
ing of allegory, have undertaken to give a 
majesty of their own invention to Scripture. 
It is to believe themselves wiser than the 
Holy Spirit, and to bring forth their own 
ideas under a pretext of exegesis. Let us hear 
Scripture as it has been written. 

2 . ^^ Let the earth bring forth the living 
creature" ' Behold the word of God per- 
vading creation, beginning even then the effi- 
cacy which is seen displayed to-day, and 
will be displayed to the end of the world I 
As a ball, which one pushes, if it meet a 
declivity, descends, carried by its form and 
the nature of the ground and does not stop 
until it has reached a level sui'face ; so nature, 
once put in motion by the Divine command, 
traverses creation with an equal step, through 
birth and death, and keeps up the succes- 
sion of kinds through resemblance, to the 
last,* Nature always makes a horse suc- 
ceed to a horse, a lion to a lion, an eagle 
to an eagle, and preserving each animal by 
these uninterrupted successions she trans- 
mits it to the end of all things. Animals do not 
see their peculiarities destroyed or effaced by 
any length of time ; their nature, as though it 
had been just constituted, follows the course 
of ages, for ever young.' '' Let the earth 
bring forth the living creature." This com- 
mand has continued and earth does not cease 
to obey the Creator. For, if there are crea- 
tureswhich are successively produced by their 
predecessors, there arc others that even to- 
day we see born from the earth itself. In 
wet weather she brings forth grasshoppers 
and an immense number of insects which 
fly in the air and have no names because 
they are so small ; she also produces mice 
and frogrs. In the environs of Thebes in 
Egypt, after abundant rain in hot weather, 

1 Gen. i. 24. * f/". note on Horn, v. p. 76. 

s '* Sed. si quaqne smo ritu procedity *t o*fines 

Fctdert naturtt certo discrimina servant.^* 

Luc v.pai. 



the country is covered with field mice.* We 
see mud alone produce eels; they do not 
proceed from an ^'g%^ nor in any other man- 
ner ; it is the earth alone which gives them 
birth.* Let the earth produce a living crea- 
ture.** 

Cattle are terrestrial and bent towards the 
earth. Man, a celestial growth, rises superior 
to them as much by the mould of his bodily 
conformation as by the dignity of his soul. 
What is the form of quadrupeds? Their 
head is bent towards the earth and looks 
towards their belly, and only pursues their 
belly's good. Thy head, O man ! is turned 
towards heaven; thy eyes 4ook up.' When 
therefore thou degradest thyself by the pas- 
sions of the flesh, slave of thy belly, and thy 
lowest parts, thou approachest animals with- 
out reason and becomest like one of them.* 
Thou art called to more noble cares ; *' seek 
those things which are above where Christ 
sitteth." • Raise thy soul above the earth ; 
draw from its natural conformation the rule 
of thy conduct; fix thy conversation in 
heaven. Thy true countiy is the heavenly 
Jerusalem ; • thy fellow-citizens and thy com- 
patriots are *' the first-born which are writ- 
ten in heaven." ' 

3. *' Let the earth bring forth the living 
creature." Thus when the soul of brutes 
appeared it was not concealed in the earth, 
but it was born by the command of God. 
Bi*utes have one and the same soul of which 
the common characteristic is absence of rea- 
son. But each animal is distinguished by 
peculiar qualities. The ox is steady, the ass 
is lazy, the horse has strong passions, the 
wolf cannot be tamed, the fox is deceitful, 
the stag timid, the ant industrious, the dog 
grateful and faithful in his friendships. As 
each animal was created the distinctive char- 
acter of his nature appeared in him in due 
measure ; in the lion spirit, taste for solitary 
life, an unsociable character. True tyrant 
of animals, he, in his natural arrogance, 
admits but few to share his honours. He 
disdains his yesterday's food and never re- 

t cf, Plin. ix. 84 : " Verum ommibus kis fdem Nili iuunda. 
tio affert omnia txcedente miracuio : quippe deUgtntt to mms- 
cuii reperiuntur inchoato optr* genital ts aqute Itrrttquttjam 
parte corporis viventeSy novissima e^gie tttamnnm terreua. 
So Mfia De Nilo i. 9, " Glebis etiom infmndit animas, e 
ipsoque humo vitalia egingit** and Ovid, iiei, i. 4s : 

*' Sic uhi deseruit madidos sepiemjluus agros 
I^ilnsy et antiqno stta^umina reddidit alveo, 
jEthereoque recens exarsit tidere limus^ 
Pinrima cultores versis animalia glebts 
Jnveniunt." 
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« cf, Ps. x\ix. 13. •cf. Phil. Hi. ao. 
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turns to the remains of the prey. Nature 
has provided his organs of voice with such 
great force that often much swifter animals 
are caught by his roaring alone. The pan- 
ther, violent and impetuous in his leaps, has 
a body fitted for his activity and lightness, in 
accord with the movements of his soul. The 
bear has a sluggish nature, ways of its own, 
«a sly character, and is very secret; therefore 
it has an analogous body, heavy, thick, with- 
out articulations such as are necessary for a 
cold dweller in dens. 

When we consider the natural and innate 
care that these creatures without reason 
take of their lives we shall be induced to 
watch over ourselves and to think of the sal- 
vation of our souls; or rather we shall be the 
more condemned when we are found falling 
short even of the imitation of brutes. The 
bear, which often gets severely wounded, 
cares for himself and cleverly fills the wounds 
with mullein, a plant whose nature is very 
astringent. You will also see the fox heal 
his wounds with droppings from the pine 
tree ; the tortoise, gorged with the flesh of 
the viper, finds in the virtue of marjoram a 
specific against this venomous animal* and 
the serpent heals sore eyes by eating fennel.' 

And is not reasoning intelligence eclipsed 
by animals in their provision for atmospheric 
changes ? Do we not see sheep, when winter 
is approaching, devouring grass with avidity 
as if to make provision for future scarcity? 
Do we not also see oxen, long confined in 
the winter season, recognise tlie return of 
spring by a natural sensation, and look to the 
end of their stables towards the doors, all 
turning their heads there by common con- 
sent? Studious observers have remarked 
that the hedgehog makes an opening at the 
two extremities of his hole. If the wind 
from the north is going to blow he shuts 
up the aperture which looks towards the 
north ; if the south wind succeeds it the 
animal passes to the northern door.' What 
lesson do these animals teach man ? They 
not only show us in our Creator a care 
which extends to all beings, but a certain 
presentiment of future even in brutes. Then 
we ought not to attach ourselves to thi3 pres- 
ent life and ought to give all heed to that 
which is to come. Will you not be indus- 
trious for yourself, O man ? And will you 

1 Plot, w&r, rw, (, k.tA. x'^**^ f^^" ^ph"^^^*'* y<^oZ 6i 

cf, Pliny XX. 66: " Tn^ori^amum contra viptrm ictum ejfft- 
eaeissimum.** 

iRMr K«u ^avoparrMK. Flutl w&rtpa rip {!, ic.t.A. ^31 . 

• Ar.,Jfist,Am, lz.6. tnpi H rijt ritptj^ipvp a«r^^e«K trvft/i^- 
/hpcc w«A\a;|Ov rt^mmv^hn on ittrufiaAXoprmp ^opii 
•ft ^iir ip rji yif rmt oirlif o^rwr ficrafici/3ov«ri Oi 6* < 



'»p fcai vtnup 
ip T«4C oociaif 



not lay up in the present aj^e rest in that 
which is to come, after having seen the 
example of the ant? The ant during sum- 
mer collects treasures for winter. Far from 
giving itself up to idleness, before this season 
has made it feel its severity, it hastens to 
work with an invincible zeal until it has 
abundantly filled its storehouses. Here 
again, how far it is from being negligent ! 
With what wise foresight it manages so as 
to keep its provisions as long as possible ! 
With its pincers it cuts the grains in half, 
for fear lest they should germinate and not 
serve for its food. If they are damp it dries 
them ; and it does not spread them out in all 
weathers, but when it feels that the air will 
keep of a mild temperature. Be sure that 
you will never see rain fall from the clouds 
so long as the ant has left the grain out.* 

What language can attain to the marvels 
of the Creator? What ear could understand 
them? And what time would be sufficient 
to relate them? Let us say, then, with the 
prophet, " O Lord, how manifold are thy 
works! in wisdom hast thou mnde them 
all."* We shall not be able to say in self- 
justification, that we have learnt useful 
knowledge in books, since the untaught law 
of nature makes us choose that which is ad- 
vantageous to us. Do you know what good 
you ought to c'o your neighbour? The good 
that you expect from him yourself. Do you 
know what is evil? That which you would 
not wish another to do to you. Neither 
botanical researches nor the experience of 
simples have made animals discover those 
which are useful to them ; but each knows 
naturally what is salutary and marvellously 
appropriates what suits its nature. 

4. Virtues exist in us also by nature, and the 
soul has affinity with them not by education, 
but by nature herself. We do not need lessons 
to hate illness, but by ourselves we repel what 
afflicts us, the soul has no need of a master to 
teach us to avoid vice. Now all vice is a sick- 
ness of the soul as virtue is its health. Thus 
those have defined health well who have 
called it a regularity in the discharge of 
natural functions ; a definition that can be ap- 
plied without fear to tiie good condition of 
the soul. Thus, without having need of 
lessons, the soul can attain by herself to what 
is fit and conformable to nature.' Hence it 

^ vcrov irot«rTai tnifitiop h 'Aparof 

* 71 KOi'Av^ nvptiriK€^ ^X^^ *^ "***■ iraKTa 
Ba<nrO¥ avripiyitavTO.* 
Kairivtf oJic «mI ypa<l>ov<nyf aAAft Iva rovs airoicci/utcyovf KOfMrovv 
OTaf tvpitra trvvayoyrav ala&tinrrai icai ^o^ri&uo'i ^^opap Koi 
(Hji^iK aya4t*p6yTMVt HwtpfiiWtt 6i nairav iirivoiay <rvv<<rcMf ^ rov 
wvpov Trjf 0Aa(rri}o-ew« vpoicaraAt}^ic. Plut. iroT. t*JV. ^. ic.t.A. 735. 

* Ps. civ. 24. 

» This is the Stoic doctrine. •• Ftoicontm quidem factlit 
conclusio tst; qui cum ^nem honorum ess* stuserini, com* 
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comes that temperance everywhere is praised, 
justice is in honour, courage admired, and 
prudence the object of all aims; virtues 
which concern the soul more than health 
concerns the body. Children love ^ your 
parents, and you, " parents provoke not your 
children to wrath." * Does not nature say 
the same? Paol teaches us nothing new ; he 
only tightens the links of nature. If the 
lioness loves her cubs, if the she wolf fights 
to defend her little ones^ what shall man say 
who is unfaithful to the precept and violates 
nature herself; or the son who insults the 
old age of his father; or the father whose 
second marriage has made him forget his 
first children? 

With animals invincible affection unites 
parents with children. It is the Creator, 
God Himself, who substitutes the strength 
of feeling for reason in them. From whence 
it comes that a lamb as it bounds from the 
fold, in tlie midst of a thousand sheep recog- 
nises the colour and the voice of its mother, 
runs to her, and seeks its own sources of 
milk. If its mother's udders are dry, it is 
content, and, without stopping, passes by 
more abundant ones. And how does the 
mother recognise it among the many lambs? 
All have the same voice, the same colour, 
the same smell, as far at least as regards our 
sense of smell. Yet there is in these animals 
a more subtle sense than our perception 



gruere natnra^ cumque ea conventenier vi'vere,** ef. Cic, X>e 
Fim. lii. 7, a'), an I Ve Nat. D. i. 14, and Hor., £/., i. x. la. 
•• Vivere natura si canvenienter oporUt." So the Stoics' main 
rule of life is o^oAoyov/mtfi'Mf tji i^ua-ci ^^k. But with Basil this 
apparent disre>rard of the doctrine of orif^final sin and the need 
of irraco for redemption must be understood in the lijj^ht of the 
catholic doctrine that sin is the corruption of humaa nature 
{cf. Art. ix. of Orijjinol or Birth Sin), which nature, thous^h 
corrupt and prone to evil, retains capacities for eood. But 
these capacities do need grace and training, cf. Basil's Homily 
OH Pi. xlv. 166. ** What is said about the Saviour has a double 
sense on account of the nature of the Godhead and the Economy 
of the incurnatian. So, looking to the humanity of God, it is 
said *thou hast loved righteousness and hated iniquity,' in- 
stead of sayinsT * the rest of men by toil and discipline and 
careful attention mostly attain a disposition towards good 
and an aversion from vice. But thou hast a kind of natuml 
relationship to good and alienation from iniquity.' And so to 
us, if we will, it is not hard to acquire a love of righteousness 
and a hatred of iniquity." i.e. In Christy redeemed humanitv 
loves good, and all men * naturally' do need toil and disci* 
pline. The heredity of sin is recognised by Basil, (eg. in 
Horn, in Famem. 7.) Man fell from grace given, and must 
return to it. (Serm. Ascet. in init) It must always be re- 
membered that questions of oritrinal sin, the will, and grace 
never had the same importance in the Greek as they had in the 
Latin church, cf. Dr. Travers Smith on St Basil (c. ix. p. 108) 
and B3»iringcr {Das Vierle ^ahrhundert. Basil, p. loa) who 
remark*: Wenn er auck noclt tntn einer** Wiedernerstellnng 
des freien Willens, den wir lu brauchbaren Gefdssen fur den 
Herm und tu jedem guten Werke fdhig Werden '» {De spir. 
sanct. r8), sbricht^ so hat er dies tioch nirgends begrundet, 
obschon er bei der Bespreckung der Fotgen des Falls xu- 
weilen sich dussert, es sei der Mensck der von dem Schiipfer 
erkaltenen Freikeit beraubt rvorden. Im Allgemeinen setxt er 
den freien Willen^ auck nack dem Fall im Menscken so gut 
vfieaer Voraus, wie vor dem Fall, so aass j'ene Aeussernngen 
kaum mthr als den Werth einer Redensart haben. Im Ganxen 
erinnert seine Darstellung wieder an diejenige des Alkana- 
sins, dessen Einfluss Man nicht verkennen kann, 

1 In Eph. vi. the word is •* obey," 

* cf, Eph. vi. 4« 



which makes them recognise their own.* 
The little dog has as yet no teeth, nevertheless 
he defends himself with his mouth against any 
one who teases him. The calf has as yet no 
horns, nevertheless he already knows where 
his weapons will grow.* Here we have evident 
proof that the instinct of animals is innate, 
and that in all beings there is nothing dis- 
orderly, nothing unforeseen. All bear the, 
marks of the wisdom of the Creator, and show 
that they have come to life with the means of 
assuring their preservation. 

The dog is not gifted with a share of reason ; 
but with him instinct has the power of reason. 
The dog has learnt by nature the secret of 
elaborate inferences, which sages of the 
world, after long years of study, have hardly 
been able to disentangle. When the dog is 
on the track of game, if he sees it divide in 
different directions, he examines these differ- 
ent paths, and speech alone fails him to an- 
nounce his reasoning. The creature, he says, 
is gone here or there or in another direc- 
tion. It is neither here nor there ; it is there- 
fore in the third direction. And thus, 
neglecting the false tracks, he discovers the 
true one. What more is done by those who, 
gravely occupied in demonstrating theories, 
trace lines upon the dust and reject two 
propositions to show that the third is the 
true one?' 

Does not the gratitude of the dog shame 
all who are ungrateful to their benefactors? 
Many are said to have fallen dead bv their 
murdered masters in lonely places.* Others, 
when a crime has just been committed, have 
led those who were searching for the mur- 
derers, and have caused the criminals to be 
brought to justice. What will those say 
who, not content with not loving the Master 
who has created them and nourished them, 
have for their friends men whose mouth 
attacks the Lord, sitting at the same table 
with them, and, whilst partaking of their 
food, blaspheme Him who has given it to 
them? 



> Fialon quotes Luc. ii. 367-370 : 

•* Preeterea ieneri tremulis cum vocibus ketdi ^ 
Cornigeras norunt matres^ agnigue petmlci ^ 
Balantum pecudes : ita^ quod natura reposcit. 
Ad sua quisquefere decurrunt ubera iactis.** 

I cf. Ovid {Halieut. ad init.) : 

*• Accepit mundus legem ; dedit arma per omnes, 
A dmonu itque su i. Vit ulus sic namque m tnatitr^ 
^ui nondum gerit in tenerajam cornua fron/e." 

* cf. Plutarch (iror. rwy. ^. ^p. ic.r.A. 726). oi 6i SioAcirrurof 
^aai rby icvva T<f btik. w\ei6vmy 6if(tvyti€Vif xP*^M<^ov ck ro(¥ 
wo\v<r)(ib*<riy aroawoi^ avWoyi^ta^ai wpbt iavrby ^roi nJKJc to 
&npioy utpfjLiiKty Yf riivSt ^ n^yb* ' oAAa iiriv ourt rriyb* ovrc n^yb*, 
niybt \oinhy •toa. But the dog is said to smell the first, the 
second, and tke third. If he started off on the thinl without 
smelling, he would reason. As it is, there is no " syllogism.** 

* Also taken from Plutarch firorcpa twi' ^. 7a6), who tell* 
stories of a dog found by King Pyrrhua on a journey, and of 
Hesiod's dog. 
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5. But let us return to the spectacle of 
creation. The easiest animals to catch are 
the most productive. It is on account of this 
that hares and wild goats produce many little 
ones, and that wild sheep have twins, for 
fear lest these species should disappear, con- 
sumed by carnivorous animals. Beasts of 
prey, on the contrary, produce only a few 
and a lioness with difnculty gives birth to one 
lion ; ^ because, if they say truly, the cub 
issues from its mother by tearing her with its 
claws ; and vipers are only born by gnawing 
through the womb, inflicting a proper punish- 
ment on their mother.* Thus in nature all 
has been foreseen, all is the object of con- 
tinual care. If you examine the members 
even of animals, you will find that the Crea- 
tor has given them nothing superfluous, that 
He has omitted nothing that is necessary. 
To carnivorous animals He has given pointed 
teeth which their nature requires for their 
support. Those that are only half furnished 
with teeth have received several distinct 
receptacles for their food. As it is not 
broken up enough in the first, they are gifted 
with the power of returning it after it has been 
sivallowed, and it does not assimilate until 
it has been crushed by rumination. The 
^rst, second, third, and fourth stomachs of 
ruminating animals do not remain idle; each 
one of them fulfils a necessary function.' The 
iiockof the camel is long so that it may lower 
Jt f its feet and reach the grass on which it 
f<&0(ls. Bears, lions, tigers, all animals of 
this sort, have short necks buried in their 
sHoulders ; it is because they do not live upon 
?r«"iiss and have no need to bend down to 
th^ earth; they are carnivorous and eat 
th^ animals upon whom they prey. 

Why has the elephant a trunk? This 

enormous creature, the greatest of terrestrial 

^^^imals, created for the terror of those who 

**^^et it, is naturally huge and fleshy. If its 

^^ck was large and in proportion to its feet 

it Would be difiScult to direct, and would be 

^f such an excessive weight that it would 

^ake it lean towards the earth. As it is, its 

"ead is attached to the spine of the back by 

short vertebrae and it has its trunk to take 

^he place of a neck, and with it it picks up its 

'f/- Herod, iii. 108. Aristotle {Hist, Am. vi. 31) refutes 

W, Pliny (X. 7a) : •• Teriia di* intra ttterum catulos ex. 
eiudtt, deinde singulos tingulis diebut parity vi/^inti /ere 
»nmfro. Itaqne eeteree^ tarditatis impatientes^ perrumpunt 
mera^ oecisa parente, cf. Herod, iii. 109. 

So Prudeoiius {^Hamortigenia ^3) ; 

•« Sic vipera, ut ai$tmt, 
Demtiins emoritmr fuui per viscera prolis,^* 
See Sir T. Browne's Vulgar Errors, iii. j6. 

* Plinj (xi. 7S) says rumiuautihus eeminus, but this is sup. 
pnscd to be a mtsreadini^ for quadrigeminus, or a mistoken 
isterpreCation of Aristotle {H,A. ii. 19;, wliom Basil is no 
doubt following. 



food and draws up its drink. Its feet, with- 
out joints,' like united columns, support the 
weight of its body. If it were supported on 
lax and flexible legs, its joints would con- 
stantly give way, equally incapable of sup- 
porting its weight, should it wish either 
to kneel or rise. But it has under the foot 
a little ankle joint which takes the place of 
the leg and knee joints whose mobility would 
never have resisted this enormous and sway- 
ing mass. Thus it had need of this nose 
which nearly touches its feet. Have you 
seen them in war marching at the head of 
the phalanx, like living towers, or breaking 
the enemies' battalions like mountains of 
flesh with their irresistible charge? If their 
lower parts were not in accordance with 
their size they would never have been able to 
hold their own. Now we are told that the 
elephant lives three hundred years and more,' 
another reason for him to have solid and un- 
jointedfeet. But, as we have said, his trunk, 
which has the form and the flexibility of a ser- 
pent, takes its food from the earth and raises 
it up. Thus we are right in saying that it is 
impossible to find anything superfluous or 
wanting in creation. Well ! God has sub- 
dued this monstrous animal to us to such a 
point that he understands the lessons and 
endures the blows we give him ; a manifest 
proof that the Creator has submitted all to 
our rule, because we have been made in His 
image. It is not in g^eat animals only that 
we see unapproachable wisdom ; no less 
wonders are seen in the smallest. The high 
tops of the mountains which, near to the 
clouds and continually beaten by the winds, 
keep up a perpetual winter, do not arouse 
more admiration in me than the hollow 
valleys, which escape the storms of lofty 
peaks and preserve a constant mild tempera- 
ture. In the same way in the constitution 
of animals I am not more astonished at the 
siie of the elephant, than at the mouse, who 
is feared by the elephant, or at the scor- 
pion's delicate sting, which has been 
hollowed like a pipe by the supreme arti- 
ficer to throw venom into the wounds it 
makes. And let nobody accuse the Creator 
of having produced venomous animals, de- 
stroyers and enemies of our life. Else let 
them consider it a crime in the schoolmaster 
when he disciplines the restlessness of youth 
by the use of the rod and whip to maintain 
order.' 

6. Beasts bear witness to the faith. 
Hast thou confidence in the Lord ? *' Thou 



> Sec Sir T. Browne, Vulgar Errors^ iii. i. 
s A fist. H.A. viii. la and ix. 7a. Pliny vii. 
* cf, Horn, V. 4. 
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shalt walk upon the asp and the basilisk and 
thou shalt trample under feet the lion and the 
dragon.*' ^ With faith thou hast the power 
to walk upon serpents and scorpions. Do 
you not see that the viper which attached it- 
self to the hand of Paul, whilst he gathered 
sticks, did not injure him, because it found 
the saint full of faith ? If you have not faith, 
do not fear beasts so much as your faithless- 
ness, which renders you susceptible of all 
corruption. But I see that for a long time you 
have been asking me for an account of the cre- 
ation of man, and I think I can hear you all 
cry in your hearts. We are being taught the 
nature of our belongings, but we are igno- 
rant of ourselves. Let me then speak of it, 
since it is necessary, and let me put an end 
to my hesitation. In truth the most difficult 
of sciences is to know one's self. Not only 
our eye, from which nothing outside us es- 
capes, cannot see itself ; but our mind, so 
piercing to discover the sins of others, is 
slow to recognise its own faults.* Thus my 
speech, after eagerly investigating what is 
external to myself, is slow and hesitating in 
exploring my own nature. Yet the behold- 
ing of heaven and earth does not make us 
know God better than the attentive study of 
our being does ; I am, says, the Prophet, fear- 
fully and wonderfully made ;' that is to say, 
in observing myself I have known Thy 
infinite wisdom* And God said '* Let us 
make man." * Does not'the light of theology 
shine, in these words, as through windows ; 
and does not the second Person show Him- 
self in a mystical way, without yet manifest- 
ing Himself until the great day? Where 
is the Jew who resisted the truth and pre- 
tended that God was speaking to Himself? 
It is He who spoke, it is said, and it is He 
who made. " Let there be light and there 
was light." But then their words contain a 
manifest absurdity. Where is the smith, the 
carpenter, the shoemaker, who, withoCit 
help and alotie before the instruments of his 
trade, would say to himself ; let us make 
the sword, let us put together the plough, 
let us make the boot? Does he not per- 
form the work of his craft in silence? 
Strange folly, to say that any one has seated 
himself to command himself, to watch over 
himself, to constrain himself, to hurry him- 

« cf, Ps. xci. 11. « cf. St. Matt. vii. 3. 

• cf. Ps. cxxxix. 14. 

* •• ^ caelo descenait yvwtfi a9avr6v •* (Juv. xi. 37). Socrates, 




tout ce qu^elle Irouvati dt grand et de hon dans Vancienne 
GrHt. Fialon. 

St. Basil has a Homily on the text xtfA<rc\€ acavr^ (Deut. 
zv. 9. Ixx.) 

* Gen i. 36. 



self, with the tones of a master ! But the un- 
happy creatures are not afraid to calumniate 
the Lord Himself. What will they not say 
with a tongue so well practised in lying? 
Here, however, words stop their mouth ; 
"And God said let us make man." Tell 
me ; is there then only one Person ? It is 
not written " Let man be made," but, '* Let 
us make man." The preaching of theology 
remains enveloped in shadow before the ap- 
pearance of him who was to be instructed, 
but, now, the creation of man is expected, that 
faith unveils herself and the dogma of truth 
appears in all its light. ^^ Let us make 
man." O enemy of Christ, hear God speak- 
ing to His Co-operator, to Him by Whom 
also He made the worlds, Who upholds all 
things by the word of His power.* But He 
does not leave the voice of true religion 
without answer. Thus the Jews, race hos- 
tile to truth, when they find themselves 
pressed, act like beasts enraged against man, 
who roar at the bars of their cage and show 
the cruelty and the ferocity of their nature, 
without being able to assuage tlieir fury. 
God, they say, addresses Himself to several 
persons ; it is to the angels before Him that 
He says, *' Let us make man." Jewish 
fiction ! a fable whose frivolity shows whence 
it has come. To reject one person, they admit 
many. To reject the Son, they raise ser- 
vants to the dignity of counsellors; they 
make of our fellow slaves the agents in our 
creation. The perfect man attains the dig- 
nity of an angel ; but what creature can be 
like the Creator ? Listen to the continuation, 
*'In our image." What have you to reply? 
Is there one image of God and the angels ? 
Father and Son have by absolute necessity 
the same form, but the form is here under- 
stood as becomes the divine, not in bodily 
shape, but in the proper qualities of God- 
head. Hear also, you who belong to the 
new concision,' anci who, under the appear- 
ance of Christianity, strengthen the error 
of the Jews.* To Whom does He say, *' in 
our image," to whom if it is not to Him who 
is *' the brightness of His glory and the ex- 
press image of His person,"* " the image of 
the invisible God"?* It is then to His 
living image, to Him Who has said *' I and 
my Father are one," • " He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father," ' that God says 
" Let us make man in our image." Where 
is the unlikeness* in these Beings who have 
only one image ? " So God created man," • 



• Hcb. 1. 3. 
•Col. i. 15. 



« John X. 30, 
Y John xiv. 9. 



»r/. Heb. i.a, 3. 
s Phil. iii. a. 
* The Arians. 

^rh avofLotov, Arius had taught that the Persons are 
avofioioi vofivar dAAijAMr. * Gen. i. ay. 
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Of Saint Basil the extant letters, according to popular ascription, number three hundred 
and sixty-six. Of these three hundred and twenty-five, or, according to some, only three 
hundred and nineteen are genuine. They are published in three chronological divisions, 
the I St, (Letters 1-46) comprising those written by Basil before his elevation to the epis- 
copate; the second (47-291) the Letters of tlie Episcopate; the third (292-366) those 
w^hich have no note of time, together with some that are of doubtful genuineness, and a few 
certainly spurious.^ They may be classified as (a) historical, (b) dogmatic, (c) moral 
and ascetic, (d) disciplinary, (e) consolatory, (f ) commendatory, and (g) familiar. In 
the historic we have a vivid picture of his age. The doctrinal are of special value as ex- 
pressing and defending the ^ficene theology. The moral and ascetic indicate the growing 
]mpK>rtance of the monastic institution which Athanasius at about the same time was in- 
strumental in recommending to the Latin Church. The disciplinary, (notably 188, 199, 
and 217), to Amphilochius, illustrate the earlier phases of ecclesiastical law. The consol- 
atory, commendatory, and familiar, have an immediate biographical value as indicating the 
character and faith of the writer, and may not be without use alike as models of Christian 
feeling and good breeding, and as bringing comfort in trouble to readers remote in time 
and place. The text in the following translation is that of Migne's edition, except where 
it is stated to the contrary. Of the inadequacy of the notes to illustrate the letters as they 
deserve no one can be more vividly conscious than myself. But the letters tell their own 
story. 

Hellespont I passed by, more unmoved than 
any Ulysses, passing Sirens' songs.* 

Asia* I admired; but I hurried on to the 
capital of all that is best in it. When I 
arrived home, and did not find you, — 
the prize which I had sought so eagerly, — 
there began many and various unexpected 
hindrances. First I must miss you because 
I fell ill ; then when you were setting out 
for the East I could not start with you ; 
then, after endless trouble, I reached Syria, 
but I missed the philosopher, who had set 
out for Egypt. Then I must set out for 
Egypt, a long and weary way, and even 
there I did not gain my end. But so pas- 
sionate was my longing that I must either 
set out for Persia, and proceed with you to 
the farthest lands of barbarism, (you had got 
there; what an obstinate devil possessed 
me !) or settle here at Alexandria. This 
last I did. I really think that unless, like some 
tame beast, I had followed a bough held out 



LETTER L« 

To Eustathius the Philosopher^ 

Much distressed as I was by the flouts of 
-what is called fortune, who always seems to 
be hindering my meeting you, I was won- 
derfully cheered ai)d comforted by your letter, 
for I had already been turning over in my 
mind whether what so many people say is 
really true, that there is a certain Necessity 
or Fate which rules all the events of our 
lives both great and small, and that we 
human beings have control over nothing; 
or, that at all events, all human life is driven 
by a kind of luck.* You will be very ready 
to forgive me for these reflexions, when you 
learn by what causes I was led to make 
them. 

On hearing of your philosophy, I enter- 
tained a feeling of contempt for the teachers 
of Athens, and left it. The city on the 



1 Petfsler, Imst. Fat. i. siS. ' Placed in 357. 

* Another MS. reading is **To Eustathius, Presbyter of Antioch." The Benedictine note is "Eustathius was not a 
Presbvter, but a heathen, as is indicated bv Basil's words, * Are not these things work of fate, — of necessity, as you 
woulcl say?* ** * Tne word rvxif docs not occur in the N.T. 

* MC ov^i« '0^{v9<rtvv. The Ben. translation is ** citius quam quisquam Ulysses." But the reason of the escape of Ulysses 
was not his speed, bat his stoppin^r the ears of his crew with wax and tying himself to the mast. cf. Horn. Od. xii. 15S. 
The "city on the Hellespont,*' is, according to the Ben. note, Constantinople; but Constantinople is more than 100 m. from 
the Dardanelles, and Basil could hardly write so loosely. 

* Apparently not the Roman Province of Asia, but what we call Asia Minor, a name which came into use in Basil's century. 
The ** metropolis " is supposed to mean Caesarea. 
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to me till I was quite worn out, you would 
have been driven on and on beyond Indian 
Nyssa,' or any more remote region, and 
wandered about out there. Why say more ? 
On returning home, I cannot meet you, 
hindered by lingering ailments. If these do 
not get better I shall not be able to meet you 
even in the winter. Is not all this, as you 
yourself say, due to Fate? Is not this Neces- 
sity? Does not my case nearly outdo poets* 
tales of Tantalus? But, as I said, I feel bet- 
ter after getting your letter, and am now no 
longer of the same mind. When God gives 
good things I think we must thank Him, 
and not be angry with Him while He is 
controlling their distribution. So if He 
grant me to join you, I shall think it best 
and most delightful ; if He put me off, I will 
ge4itly endure the loss. For He always 
rules our lives better than we could choose 
for ourselves. 

LETTER II.« 

Basil to Gregory, 

I . [I recognised your letter, as one recog- 
nises one's friends' children from their ob- 
vious likeness to their parents. Your saying 
that to describe the kind of place I live in, 
before letting you hear anything about how 
1 live, would not go far towards persuading 
you to share my life, was just like you ; it 
was worthy of a soul like yours, which 
makes nothing of all that concerns this life 
here, in comparison with the blessedness 
which is promised us hereafter. What I do 
myself, day and night, in this remote spot, I 
am ashamed to write. I have abandoned 
my life in town, as one sure to lead to count- 
less ills ; but I have not yet been able to get 
quit of myself. I am like travellers at sea, 
who have never gone a voyage before, and 
are distressed and seasick , who quarrel with 
the ship because it is so big and makes such 
a tossing, and, when they get out of it into 
the pinnace or dingey, are everywhere and 
always seasick and distressed. Wherever 
they go their nausea and misery go with 
them. My state is something like this. I 
carry my own troubles with me, and so 
everywhere I am in the midst of similar dis- 
comlbrts. So in the end I have not got 
much good out of my solitude. What I 
ought to have done; what would have en- 
abled me to keep close to. the footprints of 

1 Nvcriof =*Ii/6i«c(if. cf. Soph. Aj, ^, Nyssa was in Uie 
Punjab. 

« Placed circa 358, on Basil's retiring: to Pnntns. Trans- 
lated in part hy Newman, Tkf Church of the Fathers^ p. 131, 
cd. 1S40. With the exception of the passages in brackets [ j, 
the version in the text is that of Newman. 



Him who has led the way to salvation — 
for He says, ** If any one will come after me» 
let him deny himself and take up his cross, 
and follow me" * — is this.] 

2. W^e must strive after a quiet mind. 
As well might the eye ascertain an object 
put before it while it is wandering restless 
up and down and sideways, without fixing 
a steady gaze upon it, as a mind, distracted 
by a thousand worldly cares, be able clearly 
to apprehend the truth. He who is not yet 
yoked in the bonds of matrimony is harassed 
by frenzied cravings, and rebellious impulses, 
and hopeless attachments; he who has found 
his mate is encompassed with his own 
tumult of cares ; if he is childless, there is 
desire for children ; has he children? anxietv 
about their education, attention to his wife,* 
care of his house, oversight of his servants,' 
misfortunes in trade, quarrels with his neigh- 
bours, lawsuits, the risks of the merchant, 
the toil of the farmer. Each day, as 'it 
comes, darkens the soul in its own way ; and 
night after night takes up the day's anxieties, 
and cheats the mind with illusions in ac- 
cordance. Now one way of escaping all 
this is separation from the whole world ; that 
is, not bodily separation, but the severance 
of the souFs sympathy with the body, and 
to live so without city, home, goods, society, 
possessions, means of life, business, engage- 
ments, human learning, that the heart may 
readily receive evei*}' impress of divine doc- 
trine. Preparation of heart is the unlearning 
the prejudices of evil converse. It is the 
smoothing the waxen tablet before attempt- 
ing to write on it.* 

Now solitude is of the greatest use for this 
purpose, inasmuch as it stills our passions, 
and gives room for principle to cut them out 
of the soul * [For just as animals are more 
easily controlled when they are stroked, lust 
and anger, fear and sorrow, the soul's deadly 
foes, are better brought under the control of 
reason, after being calmed by inaction, and 
where there is no continuous stimulation.] 
Let there then be such a place as ours, sep- 
arate • from intercourse with men, that the 
tenour of our exercises be not interrupted from 
without. Pious exercises nourish the soul 
with divine thoughts. What state can be 
more blessed than to imitate on earth the 
choruses of angels ? to begin the day with 

> Matt. xvi. 24. 

• yvvaLKo^ ^uAoinf, rathef " grnardiannhip of his wife." 

s otxeriav irpoorao-iai, rather ** protection of his servants.** 

* Rnthcr " for just as it is impossible to write on the wax 
without previously erasins: the marks on it, so is it impossible 
to communicate divine doctrines to the soul without removing 
from it its preconceived and habitual notions." 

A The following paragraph is altogether omitted by New- 
man. 



LETTERS. 



Ill 



prayer, and honour our Maker with hymns 
and songs? As the day brightens, to be- 
like ourselves, with prayer attending on it 
throughout, to our labours, and to sweeten* 
our work with hymns, as it*with salt? Sooth- 
ing hymns compose the mind to a cheerful 
and calm state. Quiet, then, as I have said, 
is the first step in our sancti fi cation ; the 
tongue purified from the gossip of the world ; 
the eyes unexcited by fair colour or comely 
shape ; the ear not relaxing the tone of mind 
by voluptuous songs, nor by that especial 
mischief, the talk of light men and jesters. 
Thus the mind, saved from dissipation from 
without, and not through the senses thrown 
upon the world, falls back upon itself, and 
thereby ascends to the contemplation of God. 
[When ' that beauty shines about it, it even 
forgets its very nature; it is dragged down 
no more by thought of food nor anxiety con- 
cerning dress; it keeps holiday from earthly 
cares, and devotes all its energies to the 
acquisition of the good things which are 
eternal, and asks only how may be made 
to flourish in it self-control and manly 
courage, righteousness and wisdom, and all 
the other virtues, which, distributed under 
these heads, properly enable tiie good man 
to discharge all the duties of life.] 

3. The study of inspired Scripture is the 
chief way of finding our duty, for in it we 
find both instruction about conduct and the 
lives of blessed men, delivered in writing, 
as some breathing images of godly living, 
for the imitation of their good works. 
Hence, in whatever respect each one feels 
himself deficient, devoting himself to this 
imitation, he finds, as from some dispensary, 
the due medicine for his ailment. He who 
is enamoured of chastity dwells upon the 
histoiy of Joseph, and from him learns 
chaste actions, finding him not only pos- 
sessed of self-command over pleasure, but 
virtuously-minded in habit. He is taught 
endurance by Job [who,* not only when the 
circumstances of life began to turn against 
him, and in one moment he was plunged 
from wealth into penuiy, and from being the 
father of fair children into childlessness, 
remained the same, keeping the disposition 
of his soul all through uncrushed, but was 
not even stirred to anger against the friends 
who came to comfort him, and trampled on 
him, and aggravated his troubles.] Or 
should he be enquiring how to be at once 
meek and great-hearted, hearty against sin, 
meek towards men, he will find David 
noble in warlike exploits, meek and unruf- 



iRmther** season." 

* Clause omitted by Newman. 



* Omitted by Newman. 



fled as regards revenge on enemies. Such, 
too,was Mose8,rising up with great heart upon 
sinners against God, but with meek soul 
bearing their evil-speaking against himself. 
[Thus,* generally, as painters, when they 
are painting from other pictures, constantly 
look at the model, and do their best to trans- 
fer its lineaments to their own work, so too 
must he who is desirous of rendering him- 
self perfect in all branches of excellency, 
keep his eyes turned to the lives of the saints 
as though to living and moving statues, and 
make their virtue his own by imitation. 

4. Prayers, too, after reading, find the soul 
fresher, and more vigorously stirred by love 
towards God. And that prayer is good 
which imprints a clear idea of God in the 
soul ; and the having God established in 
self by means of memory is God's indwell- 
ing. Thus we become God's temple, when 
the continuity of our recollection is not sev- 
ered by earthly cares; when the mind is 
harassed by no sudden sensations ; when the 
worshipper flees from all things and retreats 
to God, drawing away all the feelings that 
invite him to self-indulgence, and passes his 
time in the pursuits that lead to virtue.] 

5. This, too, is a very important point to at- 
tend to, — knowledge how to converse ; to in- 
terrogate without over-earnestness ; to answer 
without desire of display; not to interrupt 
a profitable speaker, or to desire ambitiously 
to put in a word of one's own ; to be 
measured in speaking and hearing; not to 
be ashamed of receiving, or to be grudging 
in giving information, nor to pass another's 
knowledge for one's own, as depraved 
women their supposititious children, but to 
refer it candidly to the true parent. The 
middle tone of voice is best, neither so low 
as to be inaudible, nor to be ill-bred from 
its high pitch. One should reflect first what 
one is going to say, and then give it ut- 
terance : be courteous when addressed ; 
amiable in social intercourse; not aiming to 
be pleasant by facetiousness, but cultivating 
gentleness in kind admonitions. Harshness 
is ever to be put aside, even in censuring.* 
[The more you shew modesty and humility 
yourself, the more likely are you to be ac- 
ceptable to the patient who needs your treat- 
ment. There are however manv occasions 
when we shall do well to employ the kind 
of rebuke used by the prophet who did not 
in his own person utter the sentence of con- 
demnation on David after his sin, but by 
suggesting an imaginary character made the 

> Omitted by Newman. 

* Here Newman notes that Basil seems sometimes to hnve 
fallen short of his own ideal. His translaUon ends at this 
point. 
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sinner judge of his own sin, so that, after 
passing his own sentence, he could not 
find fault with the seer who had convicted 
him.' 

6. From the humble and submissive 
spirit comes an eye sorrowful and downcast, 
appearance neglected, hair rough, dress 
dirty;' so that the appearance which mourn- 
ers take pains to present may appear our 
natural condition. The tunic should be 
fastened to the body by a girdle, the belt not 
going above the flank, like a woman's, nor 
left slack, so that the tunic flows loose, like 
an idler's. The gait ought not to be slug- 
gish, which shews a character without 
energy, nor on the other hand pushing and 
pompous, as though our impulses were rash 
and wild. The one end of dress is that it 
should be a sufficient covering alike in winter 
and summer. As to colour, avoid bright- 
ness ; in material, the soft and delicate. To 
aim at bright colours in dress is like women's 
beautifying when they colour cheeks and 
hair with hues other than their own. The 
tunic ought to be thick enough not to want 
other help to keep the wearer warm. 
The shoes should l^ cheap but serviceable. 
In a word, what one has to regard in dress 
is the necessary. So too as to food ; for a 
man in good health bread will suffice, and 
water will quench thirst; such dishes of 
vegetables may be added as conduce to 
strengthening the body for the discharge of 
its functions. One ought not to eat with any 
exhibition of savage gluttony, but in every- 
thing that concerns our pleasures to maintain 
moderation, quiet, and self-control ; and, all 
through, not to let the mind forget to think 
of God, but to make even the nature of our 
food, and the constitution of the body that 
takes it, a ground and means for oflering 
Him the glory, bethinking us how the vari- 
ous kinds of food, suitable to the needs of 
our bodies, are due to the provision of the 
great Steward of the Universe. Before 
meat let grace be said, in recognition ah'ke 
of the gifts which God gives now, and which 
He keeps in store for time to come. Say 

^ BasiPs admirable little summary of the main principles of 
conversation may have been sugi^csted bv the recollection of 
many well known writers. On such » subject no wide reader 
could be original, cf, inter alios^ the cucovc iroAAd AaAec 6' 
oAivaof Bins; the YAwrra ^i) itpoirpt\iriii tou voO of Pittacus. 
Aulus Gellius {^Noct. Att, i. 15J, referring to the 

FAtucroijf Toi 9if(ravpbf Iv avBpfawoiviv apurrof 
4>ei5wAi^« irAcio-n; ii X^P^^ <caT& fiirpov lovcn^f . 

of Hestod, says : " Hesiodus pofiarum prudentissimus lin- 
gnam non vu/gandam fed recondendam esse dicit, perinde ut^ 
thesanrum. Ejusque esse in promendo gratiam plurimam^ $i 
modesta et Parca et modnlata sit** 

On the desirability of gentleness in blame, cf. Ambrose. /« 
Lucnm. : '* Plus troficit arnica correctio quam accusatio tur- 
bntenta : ilia pttdorem incutit, hac indignaiionem movet.** 

* This was the mark of the old heathen philosophers, cf, 
Aristoph., Birds isSa, ippvirt»y cownparMv. 



grace after meat in gratitude for gifts given 
and petition for gifts promised. Let there 
be one fixed hour for taking food, always the 
same in regular course, that of all the four 
and twenty of the* day and night barely this 
one may be spent upon the body. The 
rest the ascetic * ought to spend in mental 
exercise. Let sleep be light and easily 
interrupted, as naturally happens after a 
light diet ; it should be purposely broken by 
thoughts about great themes. To be over- 
come by heavy torpor, with limbs unstrung, 
so that a way is readily opened to wild 
fancies, is to be plunged in daily death. What 
dawn is to some this midnight is to athletes 
of piety ; then the silence of night gives 
leisure to their soul ; no noxious sounds or 
sights obtrude upon their hearts ; the mind 
is alone with itself and God, correcting it- 
self by the recollection of its sins, giving 
itself precepts to help it to shun evil, and 
imploring aid from God for the perfecting 
of what it longs for.] 

LETTER III.' 

To Candidianus^ 

I. When I took your letter into my hand, 
I underwent an experience worth telling. I 
looked at it with the awe due to a document 
making some state announcement, and as I 
was breaking the wax, I felt a dread greater 
than ever guilty Spartan felt at sight of the 
Laconian scytale.* 

When, however, I had opened the letter, 
and read it through, I could not help laugh- 
ing, partly for joy at finding nothing alarm- 
ing in it; partly because I likened your state 
of affairs to that of Demosthenes. Demos- 
thenes, you remember, when he was provid- 
ing for a certain little company of choi*us 
dancers and musicians, requested to be styled 
no longer Demosthenes, but " choragiis." * 
You are always the same, whether playing 
the "choragus"or not. "Clioragus" you 
are indeed to soldiers myriads more in 
number than the individuals to whom De- 

* acTKTTTnv, firstly an artisan, came to =o^Airrf|<, and by 
ecclesiastical writers is used for hermit or monk, ThecpifM ^^t 
or desert dweller, lives either in retreat as an anchoret, or soli- 
tary, iiovA\6^f whence *' monk ; " or in common with others, in 
a Kon'ofliof, as a " coenobite." All would be a(r«ri|rai. 

* Placed at the bet^innin^ of the retreat in Pontus. 

>A (governor or CappaHocia, friendly to Basil and to 
Gregory of Nazianzns. {cf. Grejr., Ep. cxciv.) 

* f.^. the st.iif or baton used at Sparta for dispatches. The 
strip of leather on which the communication was to be made 
is said to have been rolled slantwise round it, and the mesKave 
was then written len^hwi.ie. The correspondent was said to 
have a staff of a size exactly corresponding^, and so by rewind- 
ing the strip could read what was written. Vide An\\xs Gellius 
xvii. o. 

* Plutarch iroA. iropayy. xxii. ^ to rov Ai)Mo<rtffVovf Sri vvv 
ovK coTi /^iifiov9iinii oAAA koX i€9iio9ini% ^ xoprfyb^ ^ oTc^ar^ 
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mosthcnes supplied necessaries; and yet 
you do not when you write to me stand 
on your dignity, but keep up the old style. 
You do not give up the study of litera- 
ture, but, as Plato ' has it, in the midst of 
the storm and tempest of affairs, you stand 
aloof, as it were, under some strong wall, and 
keep your mind clear of all disturbance ; nay, 
more, as far as in you lies, you do not even 
let others be disturbed. Such is your life ; 
great and wonderful to all who have eyes to 
see; and yet not wonderful to any one who 
judges by the whole purpose of your life. 

Now let me tell my own story, extraordi- 
nary indeed, but only what might have been 
expected. 

2. One of the hinds who live with us 
here at Annesi,* on the death of my servant, 
without alleging any breach of contract with 
him, without approaching me, without mak- 
ing any complaint, without asking me to 
make iiim any voluntary payment, without 
any threat of violence should he fail to get it, 
all on a sudden, with certain mad fellows 
like himself, attacked my house, brutally as- 
saulted the women who were in charge of it, 
broke in the doors, and after appropriating 
some of the contents himself, and promising 
the rest to any one who liked, carried off 
everything. I do not wish to be regarded as 
the neplus ultra of helplessness, and a suit- 
able object for the violence of any one who 
likes to attack me. Shew me, then, now, I 
beg you, that kindly interest which you have 
always shewn in my affairs. Only on one 
condition can my tranquillity be secured, — 
that I be assured of having your energy on 
nny side. It would be quite punishment 
enough, from my point of view, if the man 
were apprehended by the district magistrate 
and locked up for a short period in the gaol. 
It is not only that lam indignant at the treat- 
nient I have suffered, but I want security for 
the future. 

LETTER IV.' 

To Olympius,^ 

What do you mean, my dear Sir, by 
evicting from our retreat my dear friend and 
nurse of philosophy. Poverty? Were she 
but gifted with speech, I take it you would 
have to appear as defendant in an action for 
unlawful ejectment. She might plead *' I 
chose to live with this man Basil, an admirer 
of Zeno,* w ho, when he had lost everything 

' Rtp, Ti. 10. otor iv xci^wKi xovioprov icai ^aAi|« vn-d rycv- 
IMTM ^oou^rov virb rcixtof dirooraf . 

• Vide Prolegomena. 

* Placed about J158. Olympins sends Basil a present in his 
Rlreat, and he playfally remnnstrates. 

^ef. Letters xii.. ziii-, Ixiii., Ixiv., and cczi. 
'The Ibonder ot the Stoic school. 



in a shipwreck, cried, with great fortitude, 
* well done. Fortune ! you are reducing me 
to the old cloak ; " a g^eat admirer of Clean- 
thes, who by drawing water from the well 
got enough to live on and pay his tutors* 
fees as well ; * an immense admirer of Dio- 
genes, who prided himself on requiring no 
more than was absolutely necessary, and 
flung away his bowl after he had learned 
from some lad to stoop down and drink from 
the hollow of his- hand." In some such 
terms as these you might be chidden by my 
dear mate Poverty, whom your presents have 
driven from house and home. She might 
too add a threat ; *' if I catch you here again, 
I shall shew that what went before was 
Sicilian or Italian luxury : so I shall exactly 
requite you out of my own store." 

But enough of this. I am very glad that 
you have already begun a course of medicine, 
and pray that you may be benefited by it. 
A condition of body fit for painless activity 
would well become so pious a soul. 



LETTER V.» 

To Nectarius^ 

Ik I HEARD of your unendurable loss, and 
was much distressed. Three or four days 
went by, and I was still in some doubt be- 
cause my informant was not able to give 
me any clear details of the melancholy 
event. While I was incredulous about what 
was noised abroad, because I prayed that 
it might not be true, I received a letter 
from the Bishop fully confirming the un- 
happy tidings. I need not tell you how I 
sighed and wept. Who could be so stony- 
hearted, so truly inhuman, as to be in- 
sensible to what has occurred, or be 
affected by merely moderate grief? He is 
gone ; heir of a noble house', prop of a 
family, a father's hope, offspring of pious 
parents, nursed with innumerable prayers, 
in the very bloom of manhood, torn from 
his father's hands. These things are enough 
to break a heart of adamant and make it 
feel. It is only natural then that I am 
deeply touched at this trouble; I who 
have been intimately connected with you 
from the beginning and have made your 
joys and sorrows mine. But yesterday it 
seemed that you h^id only little to trouble 

1 The rpifiutPf dim. rpi/iMvioi/, or worn cloak, was emblemaUc 
of the philosopher and later of the monk, as now the cowl. 
cf. Lucian, Pereg, 15, and Synesius, Ep, 147. 

s Cleanthes. the Lydinn Stoic, was hence called ^p^airr^of , or 
well dr.iwer. On him vide Val. Max. viii. 7 and Sen., Ep, 44. 

» Placed about ^S. 

« cf. Litter ago. The identification of the two Nectarii is 
conjectural. " Tillemont is inclined to identify Basil's cor. 
respondent with the future bishop of Constantinople, but with- 
out sufficient gprounds." D,C,B. see. 
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you, and that your life's stream was flow- 
ing prosperously on. In a moment, by a 
demon's malice,* all the happiness of the 
house, all the brightness of life, is destroyed, 
and our lives are made a doleful story. If 
we wish to lament and weep over what has 
happened, a life time will not be enough ; 
and if all mankind mourns with us they 
will be powerless to make their lamenta- 
tion match our loss. Yes, if all the streams 
run tears* they will not adequately weep 
our woe. 

2. But we mean, — do we not? — to bring 
out the gift which God has stored in our 
hearts ; I mean that sober reason which in 
our happy days is wont to draw lines of 
limitation round our souls, and when troubles 
come about us to recall to our minds that 
we are but men, and to suggest to us, what 
indeed we have seen and heard, that life 
is full of similar misfortunes, and that the 
examples of human sufferings are not a 
few. Above all, this will tell us that it is 
God's command that we who trust in 
Christ should not grieve over them who 
are fallen asleep, because we hope in the 
resurrection ; and that in reward for great 
patience great crowns of glory are kept in 
store by the Master of life's course. Only 
let us allow our wiser thoughts to speak to 
us in this strain of music, and we may 
peradventure discover some slight allevi- 
ation of our trouble. Play the man, then, 
I implore you ; the blow is a heavy one, 
but stand firm ; do not fall under the 
weight of your grief; do not lose heart. 
Be perfectly assured of this, that though 
the reasons for what is ordained by God 
are beyond us, yet always what is arranged 
for us by Him Who is wise and Who loves 
us is to be accepted, be it ever so grievous lo 
endure. He Himself knows how He is 
appointing what is best for each and why 
the terms of life that He fixes for us are 
unequal. There exists some reason incom- 
prehensible to man why some are sooner 
carried far away from us, and some are 
left a longer while behind to bear the 
burdens of this painful life. So we ought 
always to adore His loving kindness, and 
not to repine, remembering those great and 
famous words of the great athlete Job, 
when he had seen ten children at one 
table, in one short moment, crushed to death, 
** The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken 
away."* As the Lord thought good so it 
came to pass. Let us adopt those marvel- 
lous words. At the hands of the righteous 

1 cf. Luke xiii. i6 and a Cor. xii. 7. 

s cf. Lam. ii. 18. s Job i. ai. 



Judge, they who show like good deeds 
shall receive a like reward. We have not 
lost the lad; we have restored him to the 
Lender. His life is not destroyed ; it is 
changed for the better. He whom we love 
is not hidden in the ground ; he is received 
into heaven. Let us wait a little while, and 
we shall be once more with him. The time 
of our separation is not long, for in this life 
we are all like travellers on a journey, 
hastening on to the same shelter. While 
one has reached his rest another arrives, 
another hurries on, but one and the same 
end awaits them all. He has outstripped 
us on the way, but we shall all travel the 
same road, And the same hostelry awaits 
us all. God only grant that we through 
goodness may be likened to his purity, to 
the end that for the sake of our guileless- 
ness of life we may attain the rest which 
is granted to them that are children in 
Christ. 

LETTER VI.> 

To the wife of Nectarius. 

!• I HESITATED to address your excellency, 
from the idea that, just as to the eye when 
inflamed even the mildest of remedies 
causes pain, so to a soul distressed by heavy 
sorrow, words oflTered in the moment of 
agony, even though they do bring much 
comfort, seem to be somewhat out of place. 
But I bethought me that I should be speak- 
ing to a Christian woman, who has long 
ago learned godly lessons, and is not inex- 
perienced in the vicissitudes of human life, 
and I judged it right not to neglect the 
duty laid upon me. I know what a 
mother's heart is,' and when I remember 
how good and gentle you are to all, I can 
reckon the probable extent of your misery 
at this present time. You have lost a son 
whom, while he was alive, all mothers called 
happy, with prayers that their own might 
be like him, and on his death bewailed, as 
though each had hidden her own in the 
grave. His death is a blow to two provinces, 
both to mine and to Cilicia. With hirn has 
fallen a great and illustrious race, dashed 
to the ground as by the withdrawal of a 
prop. Alas for the mighty mischief that 
the contact with an evil demon was able 
to wreak ! Earth, what a calamitv thou hast 
been compelled to sustain I If the sun had 
any feeling one would think he might have 

> To be placed with LHier V. 

* f .^. from his knowledge of what Bmmelia had been to 
htm. Yet to the celibate the wife of Nectarius mi)fht have an. 
ticipatt^ the well knowD retort of Constance to Pandulph in 
King John, 



■huddered at so sad a sight. Who could 
utter all that- the spirit in its helplessness 
would have said? 

2. But our lives are not without a Prov- 
idence. So we have learnt in the Gos- 
pel, for not a spnrrow falls to the gjound 
witl-ioiit the will of our Father.' Whatever 
has come to pass has come to pass hy the 
will of our Creator. And who can resist 
God's will? Let us accept what has be- 
faUcn us; for if we take it ill we do not 
mend the past and we work our own 
ruin _ Do not let us arraign the righteous 
judgment of God. We are all too un- 
taught to assail His ineffable sentences. The 
Lord is now making trial of your love 
for Him. Now there is an opportunity for 
you, through your patience, to take the 
martyr's lot. The mother of the Macca- 
bees * saw the death of seven sons without 
a si^li, without even shedding one unworthy 
tear. She gave thanks to God for seeing 
them freed from the fetters of the flesh by 
Ire and steel and cruel blows, and she 
won praise from God, and fame among 
men . The loss is great, as I can say myself; 
but ^reat too are the rewards laid up by 
the Eord for the patient. When first you 
wer^ made a mother, and saw your boy, 
and thamked God, you knew all the while 
that, a mortal yourself, you had given birth 
to a mortal. What is tliere astonishing in 
Ihe death of a mortal? But we are grieved 
at his dying before his time. Are we sure 
that this was not his time? We do not 
know^ how to pick and choose what is 
good for our souls, or how to fix the limits 
o[ the life of man. Look round at all the 
world in which you live; remember that 
everything you see is mortal, and all subject 
to corruption. Look up to heaven ; even it 
shall be dissolved ; look at the sun, not even 
the sun will last for ever. All the sLirs to* 
gell»er, all living things of land and sea, 
sll that is fair on earth, aye, earth itself, 
»ll are subject to decay ; yet a little while 
")d all shall be no more. Let these con- 
siderations be some comfort to you in 
roar trouble. Do not measure your loss 
oy iUetf ; if you do it will seem intolerable ; 
W if you take all human affairs into ac- 
count you will find that some comfort is to 
be derived from them. Above all, one 
Uibg I would strongly ui^e ; spare your 
husband. Be a comfort to others. Do not 
make his trouble harder to bear by wearing 
yourself away with sorrow. Merc words I 
know cannot give comfort. Just now what 
is wanted is prayer; and I do pray the 
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Lord Himself to touch your heart by His 
unspeakable power, and through good 
thoughts to cnuse light to shine upon your 
soul, thnt you may h.ivea source of consola- 
tion In yourself. 

LETTER Vn. 

7^ Gregory my friend? 

When I wrote to you, I was perfectly well 
aware that no theological term is adequate 
to thi; thought of the speaker, or the want of 
the questioner, liecause language is of natural 
necessity too weak to act in the service of 
objects of thought. If then our thought is 
weak, and our tongue weaker than our 
thought, what was to be expected of me 
in what I said but that I should be charged 
with poverty of expression ? Still, it was 
not possible to let your question pass un- 
noticed. It looks like a betrayal, if we do 
not readily give an answer about God to 
Ihem that love the Lord. What has been 
said, however, whether it seems satisfactory, 
or requires some further and more carelnl 
addition, needs a fit season for correction. 
For the present I implore you, as 1 have 
implored you before, to devote yourself en- 
tirely to tlie advoc.icy of the truth, and to Ihe 
intellectunl energies God gives you for the 
estnblishmcnt of what is good. With this 
be content, and ask nothing more from me. 
I am reallv much less capable than is sup- 
posed, and am more likely to do harm to the 
word by my weakness tlian to add strength 
to the truth by my advocacy. 

LETTER Vin.' 
To the Casartans. 

A defence of his withdrawal, and concerning 
the failk. 

I . I HAVK oflen been astonished at your 
feeling towards me as you do, and how it 
comes about that an individual so small and 
insignificant, and having, may be. very little 
that is lovable about him, should have so 
won vour allegiance. You remind me of the 
claims of friendship and of fatherland,* and 



■ Thl5 (mnortnnt lrtl« wu wriltm A.D. j6o, when Buil, 
.iTocki:.! nt i}ic iiionerj that DlBniiii, the blihop whii luJ 
isoilct'd liiui.liKl lubacrllwd UiB Ariiii cncd of A rim In um. 
II revised ^i N^hi^ (Theod., W((. £cc. 11. (ri.). Icfl Cxmnm, 
ini< wiilu!ri^vv If hi« friend Gnvniy at NutiDEUi. The Bene- 
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press me urgently in your attempt to make 
me come back to you, as though I were a 
runaway from a father's heart and home. 
That I am a runaway I confess. I should be 
sorry to deny it; since you are already re- 
gretting me, you shall be told the cause. 
1 was astounded like a man stunned by some 
sudden noise. I did not crush my thoughts, 
but dwelt upon them as I fled, and now I 
have been absent from you a considerable 
time. Then I began to yearn for the divine 
doctrines, and the philosophy that is con- 
cerned with them. How, said I, could I 
overcome the mischief dwelling with us? 
Who is to be my Laban, setting me free from 
Esau, and leading me to the supreme phi- 
losophy? By God's help, I have, so far as 
in me lies, attained my object ; I have found 
a chosen vessel, a deep well; I mean Greg- 
ory, Christ's mouth. Give me, therefore, I 
beg you, a little time. I am not embrac- 
ing a city life.* I am quite well aware how 
the evil one by such means devises deceit 
for mankind, iut I do hold the society of the 
saints most useful. For in the more con- 
stant change of ideas about the divine dog- 
mas I am acquiring a lasting habit of con- 
templation. Such is my present situation. 
2. Friends godly and well beloved, do, I 
implore you, beware of the shepherds of the 
Philistines; let them not choke your wills 
unawares ; let them not befoul the purity of 
your knowledge of the faith. This is ever 
their object, not to teach simple souls lessons 
drawn from Holy Scripture, but to mar the 
harmony of the truth by heathen philosophy. 
Is not he an open Philistine who is introduc- 
ing the terms *' unbegotten " and " begotten " 
into our faith, and asserts that there was 
once a time when the Everlasting was not ; * 
that He who is by nature and eternally a 
Father became a Father; that the Holy 
Ghost is not eternal? He bewitches our 
Patriarch's sheep that they may not drink 
'' of the well of water springing up into 
everlasting life," * but may rather bring upon 
themselves the words of the prophet, *' They 
have forsaken me, the fountain of living 
waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken 
cisterns, that can hold no water;"* when all 
the while they ought to confess that the 
Father is God, the Son God, and the Holy 
Ghost God,* as they have been taught by the 
divine words, and by those who have under- 
stood them in their highest sense. Against 

> i.e. the life of the city, presumably Nazianxns, from which 
he \* writing. 

s cf. the Arlan formula i(r vori Src ovic V> 

•John iv. 14. Mer. U. \\, 

* cf. p. 16, note. This is one of^the few instances of St. 
Basil's use of the word «co« of the Holy Ghost 



those who cast it in our teeth that we are 
Tritheists, let it be answered that we con- 
fess one God not in number but in nature. 
For everything which is called one in num- 
ber is not one absolutely, nor yet simple 
in nature; but God is universally confessed' 
to be simple and not composite* God there- 
fore is not one in number. What I mean is 
this. We say that the world is one in number, 
but not one by nature nor yet simple ; for we 
divide it into its constituent elements, fire, 
water, air, and earth.* Again, man is called 
one in number. We frequently speak of 
one man, but man who is composed of body 
and soul is not simple. Similarly we say 
one angel in number, but not one by nature 
nor yet simple, for we conceive of the hy- 
postasis of the angel as essence with sancti- 
fication. If therefore everything which is 
one in number is not one in nature, and that 
which is one and simple in nature is not one 
in number ; and if we call God one in nature 
how can number be charged against us, 
when we utterly exclude it from that blessed 
and spiritual nature? Number relates to 
quantity ; and quantity is conjoined with 
bodily nature, for number is of bodily nature. 
We believe our Lord to be Creator of bodies. 
Wherefore every number indicates those 
things which have received a maternal and 
circumscribed nature. Monad and Unity 
on the other hand signify the nature which 
is simple and incomprehensible. Whoever 
therefore confesses either the Son of God 
or the Holv Ghost to be number or crea- 
ture introduces unawares a material and cir- 
cumscribed nature. And by circumscribed 
I mean not only locally limited, but a nature 
which is comprehended in foreknowledge 
by Him who is about to educe it from the 
non-existent into the existent and which can 
be comprehended by science. Every holy 
thing then of which the nature is circum- 
scribed and of which the holiness is acquired 
is not insusceptible of evil. But the Son 
and the Holy Ghost are the source of sanc- 
tification by which every reasonable creature 
is hallowed in proportion to its virtue. 

3. We in accordance with the true doctrine 
speak of the Son as neither like,* nor unlike ' 
the Father. Each of these terms is equally 

1 For the four elements of ancient philosophy modern 
chemistry now catalnvues at least sixty.seven. Of these, earth 
generally contains eiuht ; air is a mixture of two; water is a 
cHmpound of two; and fire is the visible evidence of a cnmhi. 
nation between elements which produces light and heat. On 
the ** elements " of the Greek philosophers vide Anst., Met. 
I. ^n. Thales (fc. 550 B.O said water: Anaximenes (fc. H.C. 
480) air: and Heraclitus (fc. B.C. qno)^r^. To these Empcd- 
odes (who •• ardentem frigidut yEt/iam insiimii, c. B.C. 440) 
added a fourth, earth. 

* Asserted at Seleucia and Ariminum. 

s c/. D. Sp. 5. $ 4 on Aetius* responsibility for the Ano. 
moean formula. 
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impossible, for like and unlike are predicated 
in relation to quality, and the divine is free 
from quality. We, on the contrary, confess 
idantity of nature and accepting the consub- 
stantiaiity, and rejecting the composition of 
the Father, God in substance. Who begat 
the Son, God in substance. From this the 
consubstantiality ' is proved. For God in 
essence or substance is co-essentlal or con- 
substantial with God in essence or substance. 
But when even man is called '*god" as in 
the words, ** I have said ye are gods," * and 
*' daemon'* as in the w^ords, *' The gods of 
the nations are daemons," * in the former case 
the name is given by favour, in the latter un- 
truly. God alone is substantially and essen- 
tially God. When I say ** alone" I set forth 
the holy and uncreated essence and substance 
®^ God, For the word *' alone " is used in 
the case of any individual and generally of 
huitxan nature. In the case of an individual, 
^® fbr instance of Paul, that he alone was 
^^tigrjjt ji^^o the third heaven and " heard un- 
^P^-ikahle words which it is not lawful for a 
'^^^ to utter,'** and of human nature, as 
^'^^n David says, "as for man his days are 
ass," • not meaning any particular man. 



as 



put. human nature generally ; for every man 

IS sliort-lived and mortal. So we understand 

th^^tj words to be said of the nature, '*who 

al(>ne hath immortality" • and ** to God only 

^'•^Ci,*' ^ and '• none is good save one, that is 

^^-1,"' for here *'one" means the same as 

alor%g^ So also, '* which alone sprcadest out 

th& heavens,"* and a":ai5i *' Thou shalt wor- 

^"■^I> the Lord thy God and Him only shalt 

thoijt serve." ^* ** There is no God beside 

me ^ »• n In Scripture ** one " and '' only" are 

^^^ predicated of God to mark distinction 

frorn the Son and the Holy Ghost, but to 

c^^^pt the unreal gods falsely so called. 

A^ for instance, ^' The Lord alone did lead 

them and there was no strange god with 

ih^m," " and *' then the children of Israel did 

p^t away Baalim and Ash ta roth, and did 

serve the Lord only." '* And so St. Paul, 

**^or as there be gods many and lords 

rti'iny, but to us there is but one god, the 

father, of whom are all things ; and one 

Lord Jesus Christ by Whom are all things." '* 

Here we enquire why when he had said '* one 

Old " he was not content, for we have said 

that *'one" and ** only " when applied to 

G ) J, indicate nature. Why did he add the 



*aCor. xii. 4. 



' Rom. xvl. ay. 
*Liike xviti. 19. 



* 'h o«uM>u<rior. 
« P*. Ixxxii. 6. »Ps.cii. 15. 

• Ps. xcvl. 5, LXX. • I Tim. v{. 16. 'Job. ix. 8. 
*® D«ut. vi. 13, IJCX., where the text runs Kvpiov tov 9t6v <roi> 

^^nrjl. St. Basil may QU'^te the version in Matt. iv. 10 and 
Lake iv. 8* vpo^n/mjircif. The Hebrew = fear. 

u Deut. zxzii. 3q, I.XX. is i Sam. vii. 4. 

» Deut. zzxii. 1 a, LXX. ^ | Cor. viii. 5, 6. 



word Father and make mention of Christ? 
Paul, a chosen vessel, did hot, I imagine, 
think it sufficient only to preach that the Son 
is God and the Holy Ghost God, which he 
had expressed by the phrase *' one God," 
without, by the further addition of *' the 
Father," expressing Him of Whom are all 
things ; and, by mentioning the Lord, signify- 
ing the W^ord by Whom arc all things ; and 
yet further, by adding the words Jesus Christ, 
announcing the incarnation, setting forth the 
passion and publishing the resurrection. For 
the word Jesus Christ suggests all these ideas 
to us. For this reason too before His pas- 
sion our Lord deprecates the designation of 
** Jesus Christ," and charges His disciples 
to *' tell no man that He was Jesus, the 
Christ." * For His purpose was, after the 
completion of the ccconomy,* after His resur- 
rection from the dead, and His assumption 
into heaven, to commit to them the preaching 
of Him as Jesus, the Christ. Such is the 
force of the words " That they may know 
Thee the only true God and Jesus Christ 
whom thou hast sent," ' and again ^* Yc 
believe in God, believe also in me." * Everv- 
where the Holy Ghost secures our concep- 
tion of Him to save us from falling in one 
direction while we advance in the other, 
heeding the theolocry but neglecting the 
oeconomy,* and so by omission falling into 
impiety. 

4. Now Kt us examine, and to the best of 
our ability explain, the meaning of the words 
of Holy Scripture, which our opponents seize 
and wrest to their own sense, and urge against 
us for the destruction of the glory of the 
Only-begotten. First of all take the words 
'* I live because of the Father," • for this is 
one of the shafls hurled heavenward by those 
who impiously use it. These words I do not 
understand to refer to the eternal life ; for what- 
ever lives because of something else cannot be 
self-existent, just as that which is warmed by 
another cannot be warmth itself; but He Who 
is our Christ and God says, *' I am the life." ' 
I understand the life lived because of the 
Father to be this life in the flesh, and in this 
time. Of His own will He came to live the 
life of men. He did not say *' I have lived 

iMatt. xvi. 19. 

S|'.r. of His work on earth as God manifest in the flesh. 
Vide note, p. 7. 

» John xvii. 3, Mohn xir. 1. ^cf. note, p. 7. 

•John vi. 57, R.V. The Greek is iyit <m 8i& thv irar<>a, i^. 
not throuirh or by the Father, but " because of* or "on ac 
count of" the Father. "The preposition (Vulir. propter 
Patrem) describes the ground or object, not the instrument or 
asrent (by, through, ii4 tow w.). Complete devotion to the 
Father is the essence of the life of the Son; and so complete 
devotion to the Son is the life of the believer. It seems better 
to give this full sense to the word than to take it as equivHlent 
to *by reason of; * that is, « 1 live because the Father lives.' " 
Westcott. Si. Jokm ad loc. 

'John zl. 35. 
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because of the Father," but '* I live because 
of the Father," clearly indicating the present 
time, and the Christ, having the word of God 
in Himself, is able to call the life which He 
leads, life, and that this is His meaning we 
shall learn from what follows. " He that 
eateth me," He says, *' he also shall live 
because of me ; " ' for we eat His flesh, and 
drink His blood, being made through His 
incarnation and His visible life partakers of 
His Word and of His Wisdom. For all His 
mystic sojourn among us He called flesh and 
blood, and set forth the teaching consisting 
of practical science, of physics, and of theo- 
logyi whereby our soul is nourished and is 
meanwhile trained for the contemplation of 
actual realities. This is perhaps the intended 
meaning of what He says.* 

5. And again, " My Father is greater than 
I." ' This passage is also employed by the 
ungrateful creatures, the brood of the evil 
one. I believe that even from this passage 
the consubstantiality of the Son with the 
Father is set forth. For I know that compari- 
sons may properly be made between things 
which are of the same nature. We speak of 
angel as greater than angel, of man as juster 
than man, of bird as fleeter than bird. If 
then comparisons are made between things 
of the s^ime species, and the Father by com- 
parison is said to be greater than the Son, 
then the Son is of the same substance as the 
Father. But there is another sense under- 
lying tlie expression. In what is it extraor- 
dinary that He who " is the Word and 
was made flesh"* confesses His Father 
to be greater than Himself, when He was 
seen in gloiy inferior to the angels, and 
in form to men? For "Thou hast made 
him a little lower than the angels,"* and 
again " Who was made a little lower than 
the angels," • and *' we saw Him and He 
had neither form nor comeliness, his form 
was deficient bevond all men." ^ All this He 
endured on account of His abundant loving 
kindness towards His work, that He might 
save the lost sheep and bring it home when 
He had saved it, and bring back safe and 
sound to his own land the man who went 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho and so fell 
among thieves.** Will the heretic cast in His 
teeth the manger out of which he in his un- 

»Jr)hn vi. 57, R.V 

s Willi this striking: exposition of Basil's view of the spirit- 
ual meaning of eutin^ the flesh and drinkinpr the blood, rf. 
the passage from Athannsinx quoted by Bp. HaroUi Browne 
in his Exposition of the XXX fX. Articles, p. 6q%. It is not 
t>:isy for Konian oomraentatnrs to cite passa^^es even apparently 
in support of the less spiritual view of the manducation. e.g^. 
Fessler, inst. Pat. i. (;30, and the quotations under the word 
** Eitcharistia^** in tHe Index of Basil ed Mi^e. Contrast 
Grejrory of Nyssa, in chap xzxvtt.'of the Greater Catechism. ' 

» John xiv. 38. f- Ps. viii. 5. t Isa iiii. a. A. LXX. 

* John i. 14. • Heb. ii. 9. * cf. Luke x. jo. 



reasonableness was fed by the Word of 
reason? Will he, because the carpenter's 
son had no bed to lie on, complain of His 
being poor ? This is why the Son is less than 
the Father; for your sakes He was made 

' te 

dead to free you from death and make you 
sharer in heavenly life. It is just as though 
anyone were to find fault with the physician 
for stooping to sickness, and brexithing its 
foul breath, that he may heal the sick. 

6. It is on thy account that He knows 
not the hour and the day of judgment. Yet 
nothing is beyond the ken of the real Wis- 
dom, for *' all things were made by Him ; " ' 
and even among men no one is ignorant of 
what he has made. But this is His dispen- 
sation * because of thine own infirmity, that 
sinners be not plunged into despair by the 
narrow limits of the appointed period,* no 
opportunity for repentance being left them ; 
and that, on the other hand, those who are 
waging a long war with the forces of the 
enemy may not desert their post on account 
of 'the protracted time. For both of these 
classes He arranges* by means of His as- 
sumed ignorance ; for the former cutting the 
time short for their glorious struggle's sake ; 
for the latter providing an opportunity for 
repentance because of their sins. In the gos- 
pels He numbered Himself among the igno- 
rant, on account, as I have said, of the infirm- 
ity of the greater part of mankind. In the 
Acts of the Apostles, speaking, as it were, to 
the perfect apart, He says, *' It is not for you 
to know the times or the seasons which the 
Father hath put in His own power." * Here 
He implicitly excepts Himself. So much 
for a rough statement by way of preliminary 
attack. Now let us enquire into the meaning 
of the text from a higher point of view. Let 
me knock at the door of knowledge, if haply 
I may wake the Master of the house, Wlio 
gives the spiritual bread to them who ask 
Him, since they whom we are eager to 
entertain are friends and brothers. 

7. Our Saviour's holy disciples, after 
getting beyond the limits of human thought, 
and then being purified by the word,* are 
enquiring about the end, and longing to 
know the ultimate blessedness which our 
Lord declared to be unknown to His angels 
and to Himself. He calls all the exact com- 
prehension of the purposes of God, a day ; 
and the contemplation of the One-ness and 
Unity, knowledge of which He attributes to 

' John 1.5. * rovTO oiicoKo^ffi. 

^ rw (rrcfui r^f wpo^tafiia^, if npo^tru-ia se. iiiiipa. was in Attic 
Law M Hay fixed beforehand before which money must be paid, 
actions b< ought, etc. rf. Plat., Le/^gr. 954, D. It is Uie 'Miniu 
appointed " of the Father In Gal. iv. a. 

• o'tovo^ti. " Acts i. 7. 

' cf. John KV. 3, " Now ye are clean through the word.** 
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the Father alone, aa hour. I apprehend, 
therefore, that God is said to know of Him- 
self what is; and not to know what is not; 
God, Who is, of His own nature, very right- 
eousness and wisdom, is said to know right- 
eousness and wisdom ; but to be ignorant of 
unrighteousness and wickedness; for God 
who created us is not unrighteousness and 
wickedness. If, then, God is said to know 
about Himself that which is, and not to know 
Aat which is not ; and if our Lord, according 
to the purpose of the Incarnation and the 
denser doctrine, is not the ultimate object of 
desire ; then our Saviour does not know the 
<^nd and the ultimate blessedness. But He 
says the angels do not know ; ' that is to say, 
not even the contemplation which is in them, 
nor the methods of their ministries are the 
ultimate object of desire. For even their 
knowledge, when compared with the know- 
iedgr^ which is face to face, is dense.* Only 
the Father, He says, knows, since He is 
Himself the end and the ultimate blessed- 
n^s, for when we no longer know God in 
'Tiirrors and not immediately,' but approach 
"Jrri as one and alone, then we shall know 
even the ultimate end. For all material 
knoxvledge is said to be the kingdom of 
^'"ist; while immaterial knowledge, and so 
to sj^y the knowledge of actual Godhead, is 
that of God the Father. But our Lord is 
also Himself the end and the ultimate blessed- 
ness according to the purpose of the Word ; 
for what does He say in the Gospel? '* I will 
rais.^ him up at the last day." * He calls the 
^^sition from material knowledge to imma- 
^^^^^^1 contemplation a resurrection, speaking 
®' "that knowledge after which there is no 
^^^r, as the last day: for our intelligence is 
raised up and roused to a height of blessed- 
nes^ at the time when it contemplates the 
Ori^.ness and Unity of the Word. But since 
ottr intelligence is made dense and bound to 
c^^h, it is both commingled with clay and 
ift^^pable of gazing intently in pure con- 
^^^plation, being led through adornments * 

^MarkzUi..^3. 

*The Ben. note is Tot a kac exflicandi ratio non sua fponte 

'^tuta, S4d vi ptrtracta multit viJebitur. Sed illud ad 

^^utandum difficiiiuSy quod ait Basil ius angeiorum scientiam 

f^ttam esse, si comparetur cum ea qua tst facie ad faciem. 

fiditur subtiiis explication quam hie requitur^ uecessiiatem ei 

**Posuisse ita d* ams^elis sentiendi. Nam cum diem et koram 

wmessestatueret^ ac extrtmam beatitudiuem; illud Scriptura^ 

sed Deque anfpeli ^ivaiit cog^ebat illis visionem illam^ qua Jit 

faeie ad faciem ^ denegare; quia idem de illis nam poterat aid 

9c de Filio, eos de se ipsis scire id ^uod sunt, uesctre quod non 

nni. ^uod si kauc hausit opintonem ex origenis foutibus^ 

pii plurtbus locis earn insinuate certe cito deposuit. Ait enim 

lam II. p 3x>. Angelas in divinum faciem continenter intentos 

•eulos habere. Idem docet in Com. Is. p. 515* n. iSc, // De Sp. 

S.cap.XVl. 

'fliA rmv aXXorpimv, cf. 1 Cor. ziii. I a, where St. Paul's 
word is ^Tovrpov. St. Basil's icaroirrpoi' may rather be sug^- 
gested by a Cor. iii. 18, where the original is xaroirrpi^o^cKoi. 
^Jf^m vi. ^. 
* uii9pm¥. The Ben. note quotes Combefis as saying, **Dura 



cognate to its own body. It considers the 
operations of the Creator, and judges of them 
meanwhile by their effects, to the end 
that growing little by little it may one day 
wax strong enough to approach even the 
actual unveiled Godhead. This. is the mean- 
ing, I think, of the words *'my Father is 
greater than I," ' and also of the statement, 
'* It is not mine to give save to those for 
whom it is prepared by my Father." ' This 
too is what is meant by Christ's " delivering 
up the kingdom to God even the Father ; " * 
inasmuch as according to the denser doctrine 
which, as I said, is regarded relatively to us 
and not to the Son Himself, He is not the 
end but the first fruits. It is in accordance 
with this view that when His disciples asked 
Him again in the Acts of the Apostles, 
'*When wilt thou restore the kingdom of 
Israel?" He replied, '* It is not for you to 
know the times or the seasons which the 
Father hath put in His own power." * That 
is to say, the knowledge of such a kingdom is 
not for them that are bound in flesh and 
blood. This contemplation the Father hath 
put away in His own power, meaning by 
" power" those that are empowered, and by 
" His own " those who are not held down by 
the ignorance of things below. Do not, I beg 
you, have in mind times and seasons of sense 
but certain distinctions of knowledge made by 
the sun apprehended by mental perception. 
For our Lord's prayer must be caiTied out. It 
is Jesus Who prayed " Grant that they may 
be one in us as I and Thou are one, Father." * 
For when God, Who is one, is in each, He 
makes all one ; and number is lost in the in- 
dwelling of Unity. 

This is my second attempt to attack the 
text. If any one has a better interpretation 
to give, and can consistently with true re- 
ligion amend what I say, let him speak and 
let him amend, and the Lord will reward 
him for me. There is no jealousy in my 
heart. I have not approached this investiga- 
tion of these passages for strife and vain 
glory, i have done so to help my brothers, 
lest the earthen vessels which hold the treas- 
ure of God should seem to be deceived by 
stony-hearted and uncircumcised men, whose 
weapons are the wisdom of folly.* 

mihihic vox : siipro orroiyciMf , per cognata corpori elementa** 
and then goes on, " sed hac in re minus vidit vir eruditus :^ 
non enim idem sonat ilia vox ac mundi, quasi plures ejusmodi 
mundos admittat Basil ius ; sed idem ac ornatus^ sive ut ait 
Basilius in Epist. vi. ta vcpi yri¥ koAXii, pulchritudines aues 
sunt circa ierram. In Com. in Is, n. 58, p. 422. Ecclesia aici'^ 
lur irp^ov(r»v koMTTi icotruxHf «r<ico(rMn«ACKi), convenientibus sibi 
omamentis instrucia eadem voce utitur Gregorius Nations, 
Ep. cvii. 

1 John xiv. a8. * 1 Cor. xr. 24. 

s Matt. xz. a.^. cf. n. Theodoret^ p. aS. ^ Acts i. 6, 7. 

* John xvii. ai and aa. slightly varied. 

•Basil also refers to this passage ia the trtetise, C. Eum^^ 



8. Again, as is said through Solomon the 
Wise in the Proverbs, " He was created;" 
and He is named " Beginning of ways " ' of 
good news, which lead us to the kingdom of 
heaven. He is not in essence and substance 
a creature, but is made a "way" according 
to the ceconomy. Being made and being 
created signify the same thing. As He was 
made a way, so was He made a door, a shep- 
herd, an angel, a sheep, and again s High 
Priest and an Apostlt,* the names being used 
in other senses. What again woidd the here- 
tics say about God unsuWected. and abont 
His being made sin for us?* For it is written 
" But when all things shall be svibdtied unto 
Him, then shall the Son also Himself be 
subject unto Him that put all things under 
Him."' Are you not afrnld. sir, of God 
called unsiibjected ? For He makes thysnb- 
jectton His own; and because of thv strug- 
gling against goodness He calls Himself 
unsubjected. In this sense too He once 
spoke of Himself as persecuted — "Saul, 
Saul," He says, " why persecutest thou 
me?"' on iheoccasion when Saul was hurry- 
ing to Damascus with a desire to imprison 
the disciples. Again He calls Himself naked, 
when any one of his brethren is naked. 
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" I wag naked," He Bays, " nnil ye clothed 
me ; " ' and so when another is in prison 
He speaks of Himself as imprisoned, for 
He Himself took away our sins and bare 
otir sicknesses.' Now one of our inHrmi- 
lies is not being subject, and He bare 
tills. So all the things which happen to 
us to our hurt He makes His own, taking 
u|ion Him our sufferings in His fellowship 
with us. 

9. But another passage is also seized by 
those who are fighting against God to the 
]ifrvevsion of their hearers : I mean the words 
"The Son can do nothing of Himself."' 
To me this saving too seems distinctly de- 
claratory of the Son's being of the same 
nature as the Father. For if every rational 
cicatiireisabletodo anything of himself, and 
tlie inclination which each has to the worse 
and to the better is in his own power, but 
the Son can do nothing of Himscif, then the 
Son is not a creature. And if He is nut a 
creature, then He is of one essence and sub- 
stance with the Father. Again ; no creature 
c:nt do what he likes. But the Son does 
what He wills in heaven and in earth. 
Therefore the Son is not a creature. Again ; 
all creatures are either constituted of con- 
trLiries or receptive of contraries. But the 
Son is very righteousness, and immaterial. 
Therefore the Son is not a creature, and if 
He is not a creature. He is of one essence 
and substance with the Father. 

10. This examination of the passages 
before IIS is, so far as my ability goes, suf- 
ficient. Now let us turn the discussion on 
those who attack the Holy Spirit, and cast 
down every high thing of their intellect that 
exalts itself against the knowledge of God.* 
You say that the Holy Ghost is a cieature. 
And every creature is a senant of the 
Creator, for "all are thy servants."* If then 
He is a servant, His holiness is acquired; 
and everything of which the holiness is ac- 
quired is receptive of evil; but the Holy 
Gliost being holy in essence is culled " fount 
of holiness." * Therefore the Holy Ghost is 
not a creature. If He is not a creature. He is 
of one essence and substance with the Father. 
How, tell me, can yoii give the name of 
servant to Him Who through your baptism 
frees you from your servitude ? " The law," 
it is said, " of the Spirit of life hath made me 
ft^ee from the law of sin."' But you will 
never venture to call His nature even vari- 
able, so long as you have regard to the 
nature of the opposing power of the enemy. 
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which, like lightning, is fallen from heaven, 
and fell out of the true life because its holi- 
ness was acquired, and its evil counsels 
were followed by its change. So when it had 
fallen away from the Unity and had cast 
fronn it its angelic dignity, it was named after 
its character '' Devil/* ' its former and blessed 
condition being extinct and this hostile power 
being kindled. 

Furthermore if he calls the Holy Ghost a 
creature he describes His nature as limited. 
Ho'w then can the two following passaores 
stand? " The Spirit of the Lord filleth the 
world;"* and *' Whither shall I go from thy 
Spirit?"* But he does not, it would seem, 
confess Him to be simple in nature ; for he 
describes Him as one in number. And, as 
Ihave already said, everything that is one in 
number is not simple. And if the Holy 
Spirit is not simple, He consists of essence 
and sanctification, and is therefore com- 
posite. But who is mad enough to describe 
the Holy Spirit as composite, and not simple, 
and consubstantial with the Father and the 
Son? 

11. If we ought to advance our argument 
yet further, and turn our inspection to higher 
themes, let us contemplate the divine nature 
of the Holy Spirit specially from the follow- 
ing point of view. In Scripture, we find 
"mention of three creations. The first is the 
evolution from non-being into being.* The 
second is change from the worse to tlie better. 
The third is the resurrection of the dead. 
In these you will find the Holy Ghost co- 
operating with the Father and the Son. 
A here is a bringing mto existence of the 
neavens ; and what says David ? '* By the word 
of the Lord were the heavens made and all 
^he host of them by the breath of His 
niouth." • Again, man is created through 
oaptism, for '* if any man be in Christ he is 
a new creature." • And why does the Sa- 
viour say to the disciples, '* Go ye therefore 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
^^t of the Father and of the Son and of 
Jje Holy Ghost'*? Here too you see the 
^o'y Ghost present with the Father and the 
^n. And what would you say also as to the 

^Q LetUr cciv. The oame of At^fiokot Is more im. 
°*^«telv connected with Aui^aAAcir, to cmlnmoiate. It U 
wh^l?' ^'^ ^^^ occasional spelling (/^. In Burton) Diirell, 
^P>ch in nearer to the original, an<r keeps up the asMx:iation 
]*'"> Diable, Oiavolo, etc., should have given place to the less 
^"m and misleading •• Devil.»» 
^ Wisdom i. 7. ^ ^ • Ps. czxxlz. 7. 

'opayMyiy aih rov nh oiTOf ci« to cTmu. For wapaymyn It is 
"^easy to give an equivalent; it is leading or bringing with a 
••OwMi of change, sometimes a chanze into error, a« when it 
J^ns a quthbte. It is not quite the Ben. Latin ** product to :* 
j^i> uot used intransitively ; if there is a v«pa>wyif, there n>u*t 
oe vopaTMr, and similarlv if there is evc^ntion or develop. 
•"•nt, there mast be an evofver or developer. 
' P». xxxiil. 6. tfif nvtvyuKti. rov <rrbfuirs« avrev, L0XX* 
•a Cor. v. 17. I 



resurrection of the dead when we shall have 
failed and returned to our dust? Dust wp 
are and unto dust we shall return.' And He 
will send the Holy Ghost and create us and 
renew the face of the eartli.* For what the 
holy Paul calls resurrection David describes as 
renewal. Let us hear, once more, him who 
was caught into the tliird heaven. What 
does he say ? ** You are the temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you."* Now every 
temple * is a temple of God, and if we are 
a temple of the Holy Ghost, then the Holy 
Ghost is God. It is also called Solomon's 
temple, but this is in the sense of his being 
its builder. And if we are a temple of the 
Holy Ghost in this sense, then the Holy 
Ghost is God, for ''He that built all 
things is God."* If we are q temple of one 
who is worshipped, and who dwells in us, 
let us confess Him to be God, for thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and Him only 
shalt thou serve.* Supposing them to ob- 
ject to the word *' God," let them learn what 
this word means. God is called eed^ either 
because He placed (TrdetiUvai) all things or be- 
cause He beholds (etdoSat) all things. If He 
is called Gfof because He '* placed" or " be- 
holds" all things, and the Spirit knoweth all 
the things of God, as the Spirit in us knoweth 
our things, then the Holy Ghost is God.' 
Again, if the sword of the spirit is the word 
of God,* then the Holy Ghost is God, inas- 
much as the sword belongs to Him of whom 
it is also called the word. Is He named 
the right hand of the Father? For "the 
right hand of the Lord bringeth mighty 
things to pass;"* and ** thy right hamf, 
O Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy." *• 
But the Holy Ghost is the finger of God, as 
it is said ** if I by the finger of God cast out 
devils," " of which the version in another 
Gospel is '* if I by the Spirit of God cast out 
devils." '* So the Holy Ghost is of the same 
nature as the Father and the Son. 

12. So much must suffice for the present 
on the subject of the adorable and holy 
Trinity. It is not now posnible to extend 
the enquiry al>out it further. Do ye take 
seeds from a humble pernon like me, and cul- 
tivate the ripe ear for yournelves, for, as you 



« rf. Gen. ill. 19. • r/. Ps. riH. yt. • 1 (Utr. vl. 19. 

* The Grerk word ¥a^ (caiM) ^- dwelling.place* 'fht 
Ilebfvw probably indirates c»i*ncUj. 

Our *« tempir ,^' from the Latin Timptum (r4fH¥0§ — / TA M) 
is derivatlvrly a piac€ cmI off, 

» Heb. ill. 4. • .Matt. iv. 10. rf. noU on p. , 

' I Cor. ii. to. If. <fn the rlerivati/»n oi l»«^ frfmi 04it 
(rt#iti«t) or 9*dnitMi, r/. (irt%, S»t. 

Hkeat rejects the ihrtrry of onnf xlort with the Latin Dfut^ 
and thinkfl that the root of fi^iu tnuj lir the origin. 

• Kph. vl. 17. 

» P«. r««Iii. f6. KB. ** d/i«ih valiantly/' A.V.iintifi^t hiv: 
Hiy^ LXX. 
1* Kx. XV, 6, << LulM xl. so. » MxU. xlL f^. 



know, in such cases we look for interest. 
But I trust in God tliat you, because of 
your pure lives, will bring forth fruit thirtj', 
sixty, and a hundred fold. For, it is said, 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 
see God.' And, my brethren, entertain no 
other conception of the kingdom of the 
heavens than that it is the very contempla- 
tion of realities. This the divine Script. 
ures call blessedness. For " the kingdom 
of heaven is within you." ' 

The inner man consists of nothing but 
contemplation. The kingdom of the heavens, 
then, must be contemplation. Now we 
behold their shadows as in a glass; here- 
after, set free from this earthly body, clad 
in the incorruptible and the immortal, we 
shall behold tiieir arclietypes, we shall see 
them, that is, if we have steered our own 
life's course aright, and if we have heeded 
the right fnilh, for otherwise none shall see 
the Lord. For, it is said, into a malicious 
Boul Wisdom shall not enter, nor dwell in 
the body that is subject unto sin.' And let 
no one urge in objection that, while I am 
ignoring what is before our eyes, I am philo- 
sophizing to them about bodiless and imma- 
terial being. It seems to me perfectly absurd, 
while the senses are allowed free action in 
relation to their proper matter, to exclude 
mind alone from its peculiar operation. 
Precisely in the same manner in which sense 
touches sensible objects, so mind apprehends 
the objects of mental perception. This too 
must be said that God our Creator has not 
included natural faculties among things 
which c.nn be taught. No one teaches sight 
to apprehend colour or form, nor hearing to 
appreliend sound and speech, nor smell, 
pleasant and unpleasant scents, nor taste, 
flavours and savours, nor touch, soft and hard, 
hot and cold. Nor would any one teach the 
mind to reach objects of mentid perception; 
and just as the senses in the case of their 
being in any way diseased, or injured, re- 
quire only proper treatment and then readily 
fulfil their own functions; just so the 
mind, imprisoned in flesh, and full of the 
thoughts that arise thence, requires faith 
and right conversation which make "its feet 
like hinds' feet, and set it on its high places."' 



t " In youi niidit." ■' aaionK vnu." So Alford, who 
Cen.. Anab. I. k. j Tar Ihe Ortck, Bn. Warihum Woir. 
linn. M.T«r. The oldtr view colntirfHl «ith that nf 
o Thiopbrlict, CtarrmtoRi, and with them Olshaiucn 



Tn tbr .ibjccticm Uui iIif wnrdi wen u<d to tli 
and thht Lhe klagdom wnt nol ia their hcHTts, It 
twered thai oiir Lntrd niJifhl UHi * Tnu '* or hur 
vhEn addrcitlnit PhiriKH. He flcir, Jike a m. 
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The same advice is given us by Solomon the 
wise, who in one passage offers us the exam- 
ple of the diligent worker the ant,' and 
recommends her active Life ; and in another 
the work of the wise bee in forming its 
cells,' and thereby suggests a natural con- 
tcmplation wherein also the doctrine of the 
Holy Trinity is contained, if at least the 
Creator is considered in proportion to the 
beauty of the things created. 

But with thanks to the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Ghost let me make an end to 
my letter, for, as the proverb has it, itav piTpor 

ipiaTov, ' 

LETTER IX.' 

Ta Maximus the Philosopher. 

1. Speech is really an image of mind : so I 
have learned to know you from your letters, 
just as the proverb tells us we may know 
''the lion from his claws.'" 

I am delighted to find that your strong 
inclinations lie in the direction of the first and 
greatest of good things — love both to God 
and to your neighbour. Of the latter I find 
proof in your kindness to myself; of the 
former, in your zeal for knowledge. It is 
well known to every disciple of Christ that 
in tJicse two all is contained. 

2. You ask for the writings of Dionysius;* 
they did indeed reach mc, and a great many 
they were ; brit I have not the books with 
me, and so have not sent them. My opinion 
is, however, as follows. I do not admire 
everything that is wiitten; indeed of some 
things I totally disapprove. For it may he, 
that of the impiety of which we are now 
hearing so much, I mean the Anomoean, it is 
he, as farasl know, who first gave men the 
seeds. I do not trace his so doing to any men- 
tal depravity, but only to his earnest desire lo 
resist SaheUius. I often compare him to a 
woodman trving to straighten some ill-grown 
sapling, pulling so immoderately in the op- 
posite direction as to exceed the mean, and 

3 dragging the plant awry on the other 
ide. This is very much what we find to 
be the case with Dionysius. While vehe- 
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mently opposing the impiety of the Libyan,' 
he is carried away unawares by his zeal into 
the opposite error. It would have been 
quite sufficient for him to have pointed out 
tlint the Father and the Son are not identi- 
cal in substance,' and thus to score against 
the blasphemer. But, in order to win an 
unmistakable and superabundant victory, 
he is not satisfied with laying down a differ- 
ence nf hypostases, but must needs assert 
also difference of substance, diminution of 
povver, and variablenesa of glory. So he 
exchanges one mischief for another, and 
(iiverges from the right line of doctrine. In 
his writings he exhibits a miscellaneous in- 
consistency, and is at one time to be found 
disloynl to the homoousion, because of his 
opponent' who made a bad use of it to the 
destruction of the hypostases, and at another 
^ilinitiing it in his Apology to his namesake.* 
Besides this he uttered very unbecoming 
Words about the Spirit, separating Him from 
the Godhead, the object of worship, and 
aligning Him an inferior rank with created 
>nd subordinate nature. Such is the 'man's 
character. 

3- If I must give my own view, it is this. 
The phrase " like in essence," * if it be read 
with the addition "without any difference,"* 
I uccept as conveying the same sense as the 
homoousion, in accordance with the sound 
meaning of the homoousion. Being of this 
tnind theFathersatNic^easpokeof the Only- 
begotten as "Light of Light," "Very God 
of very God," and so on, and then consist- 
ently added the homoousion. It is impossible 
for any one lo entertain the idea of variable- 
ness of light in relation to light, of truth in 
relation to truth, nor of the essence of the 
Only begotten in relation to that of the 
Father. If, then, the phrase be accepted in 
this sense, I have no objection to it. But 
if any one cuts off the qualification "without 
any difference" from the word "like," as 
Was done at Constantinople,' then I regard 



I. Sibellliii. Buil i> Uie t 



■tvTtfiT^ Ty iFvocfL^Arfv^' ArUtotie, MHvpk. vJ- 3. 1, anTVi 
fi«AwTH Aoni ■fr«(ivffiaTblrv(UfL(i<partA«|^Tvr. On the cfiA. 

lap. FU. il., whenlha SatwIM^i in accuKd^'hoidiriK in 
nniifli, and Greg. NTU.innwer to Bunomlui. SHand Btat, 
M54 In Scbaff ina Wice'i ed. ViJt alio Proli^g. u> Alin*.. 
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the phrase with suspicion, as derogatory to 
the dignity of the Only-begotten. We are fre- 
quently accustomed to entertain the idea of 
"likeness" in the case of indistinct resem- 
blances, coming anything but close to the 
originals. I am mjself for the homoousion, 
as being less open to improper in terp relation . 
But why, my dear sir, should you not pay 
me a visit, that we may talk of these high 
topics face to face, inste.id of committing 
them to lifeless letters, — especially when I 
have determined not to publlsih my views? 
And pray do not adopt, to me, ihe woi'ds of 
Diogenes to Alexander, tliat " it is as far 
from you to me as from me to you." I am 
almost obliged by ill-health to remain like 
the plants, in one place; moreover I hold 
" the living unknown" ' to be one of the chief 
goods. You, I dm told, arc in good health; 
you have made yourself a citizen of the world, 
and you might consider in coming to see me 
that you are coming home. It is quite right 
for you, a man of action, to have crowds and 
towns in which to show your good deeds. 
For me, quiet is the best aid for the contem- 
plation and mental exercise whereby I cling 
to God. This quiet I cultivate in abundance 
in my retreat, with the aid of its giver, 
God. Yet if you cannot but court the great, 
and despise me who lie low upon the ground, 
then write, and in this way make my life a 
happier one. 

LETTER X.' 

To a widow} 

The art of snaring pigeons is as follows. 
When the men who devote themselves to this 
crafl have caught one, they tame it, and 
make it feed with them. Then they smear its 
wings with sweet oil, and let it go and join 
the rest outside. Then the scent of that 
sweet oil makes the free flock the possession 
of the owner of the tame bird, for all the 
rest are attracted by the fragrance, and settle 
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in the house. But why do I begin my letter 
thus? Because I have taken your son Dio- 
nysius, once Diomedcs,' and anointed the 
wings of his soul with the sweet oil of God, 
and sent him to you that you may take flight 
with him, and make for the nest which he 
has built under my roof. If I live to see 
this, and you, my honoured friend, translated 
to our lofty life, I shall require many per- 
sons worthy of God to pay Him all the hon- 
our that is His due. 

LETTER XI.« 

Without address. To some friends,* 

After by God's grace I had passed the 
sacred day with our sons, and had kept a 
really perfect feast to the Lord because of 
their exceeding love to God, I sent them in 
good health to your excellency, with a prayer 
to our loving God to give them an angel of 
peace to help and accompany them, and to 
grant them to find you in good health and 
assured tranquillity, to the end that wherever 
your lot may be cast, I to the end of my 
days, whenever I hear news of you, may be 
gladdened to think of you as 8er\'ing and 
giving thanks to the Lord. If God should 
grant you to be quickly freed from these 
cares I beg you to let nothing stand in the 
way of your coming to stay with me. I 
think you will find none to love you so well, 
or to make more of your friendship. So long, 
then, as the Holy One ordains this separation, 
be sure that you never lose an opportunity 
of comforting me by a letter. 

LETTER XII.* 

To Olympius.^ 

Before you did write me a few words: 
now not even a few. Your brevity will soon 
become silence. Return to your old ways, 
and do not let me have to scold you for 
your laconic behaviour. But I shall be glad 

1 A second name was i^iven at baptism, or assumed with 
some relix^ious motive. In the first three centuries considenu 
tions of prudence would prevent an advertisement of Christian* 
ity throufi^h a name of peculiar meaning, and even baptismal 
names were not biblical or of pinus meaning and association. 
Later the early indifference of Christinns as to the character 
of their names ceased* and after the fourth century heathen 
names were discouraged, cf, D.C.A. ii. 1368. ** Dfonvsius," 
though of pagan origin, is biblical ; but ** martyrs often en> 
countered death bearing the names of these very divinities to 
whom they refuse to offer sacrifice." So we have Apolli. 
narius, Hermias, Demetrius, Origenes (sprung from Horus), 
Arius, Athenodorus, Aphmdisius, and many more. 

* Of the same period as X. 

> Possibly to Olymplus, the recipient of XII. cf. Letter 
ccxi. 

* Of the same date as the preceding. 

* Olymnius was an influential friend of Basil's, and sympa- 
thised with him in his later troubles, and under the attacks of 
Eustathius. cf. Letters ccxi., Ixili., Ixiv. 



even of a little letter in token of your great 
love. Only write to me. 

LETTER XIII.» 

To Olympius, 

As all the fruits of the season come to us 
in their proper time, flowers in spring, corn 
in summer, and apples ' in autumn, so the 
fruit for winter is talk. 

LETTER XIV." 

To Gregory his friend, 

Mv brother Gregory writes me word 
that he has long been wishing to be with 
me, and adds that you are of the same mind; 
however, I could not wait, partly as being 
hard of belief, considering I have been so 
often disappointed, and pai*tly because I find 
myself pulled all ways by business. I must 
at once make for Pontus, where, perhaps, 
God willing, I may make an end of wander- 
ing. After renouncing, with trouble, 'the 
idle hopes which I once had, [about you]* 
or rather the dreams, (for it is well said 
that hopes are waking dreams), I departed 
into Pontus in quest of a place to live in. 
There God has opened on me a spot exactly 
answering to my taste, so that I actually see 
before my eyes what I have often pictured 
to my mind in idle fancy. There is a lofty 
mountain covered with thick woods, watered 
towards the north with cool and transparent 
streams. A plain lies beneath, enriched by 
the .waters which are ever draining off from 
it ; and skirted by a spontaneous profusion of 
trees almost thick enough to be a fence ; so 
as even to surpass Calypso's Island, which 
Homer seems to have considered the most 
beautiful spot on the earth. Indeed it is 
like an island, enclosed as it is on all sides ; 
for deep hollows cut off two sides of it ; the 
river, which has lately fallen down a preci- 
pice, runs all aloncr the front, and is impassa- 
ble as a wall ; while the mountain extending 
itself behind, and meeting the hollows in a 
crescent, stops up the path at its roots. 
There is but one pass, and I am master of it. 
Behind my abode there is another gorge, 
rising into a ledge up above, so as to com- 
mand the extent of the plains and the stream 

1 Placed with the precedinfr* 

s M^f^of. But, like the Latin malum^ this word served for 
more than we mean by ** apple.*' 60 the malum Cydontum 
was quince, the malum Perstcum^ peach, etc. 

> Placed af^er Basil's choice of his Pontic retreat. Trans- 
lated by Newman, whose version is here given ( Church of the 
Fathers t ia6). On the topofipraphy, cf Letters iii., x^ ccxxiii., 
and remarks in Uie Prolegomena, 

^ Omitted by Newman. 
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which bounds it, which is not less beautiful, 
to my taste, than the Strymon as seen from 
Amphipolis.* For while the latter flows 
leisurely, and swells into a lake almost, and 
is too still to be a river, the former is the 
most rapid stream I know, and somewhat 
turbid, too, from the rocks just above ; from 
which, shooting down, and eddying in a 
deep pool, it forms a most pleasant scene 
for myself or any one else ; and is an inex- 
haustible resource to the country people, in 
the countless fish which its depths contain. 
What need to tell of the exhalations from the 
earth, or the breezes from the river? Another 
might admire the multitude of flowers, and 
singing birds ; but leisure I have none for 
such thoughts. However, the chief praise 
of the place is, that being happily disposed 
for produce of every kind, it nurtures what to 
tne is the sweetest produce of all, quietness ; 
indeed, it is not only rid of the bu^tle of the 
city, but is even unfrequented by travellers, 
except a chance hunter. It abounds indeed 
in game, as well as other things, but not, I am 
glad to say, in bears or wolves, such as you 
^ave, but in deer, and wild goats, and hares, 
and the like. Does it not strike you what a 
foolish mistake I was near making when I was 
eager to change this spot for your Tiberina,* 
the very pit of the whole earth } 

X^ardon me, then, if I am now set upon 
'it ; for not Alcmxon himself, I suppose, 
could endure to wander further when he had 
found the Echinades.' 

LETTER XV.* 

To Arcadius^ Imperial Treasurer} 

The townsmen of our metropolis have 
conferred on me a greater favour than they 

J,* The hill, of which the western half is covered by the ruins 

<>vAnphipoHs, is insulated by tlie Strymon on the north-west 

and south, and a vHJley on tHe east. To the north-west the 

yro iOD widens into a lalce, compared bv Dr. Arnold to that 

"^«dby the Mincio at Mantua, cf. Thiicyd. iv. 108 and v. 7. 

*' Tlberina was a di.^trict in the neighbourhood of Gregory's 
■<*•« at Arianzus. cf. Grey. Naz., tip. vi. and vii. 

•'*Alcftiaeon slew his mother; but the awful Erinnvs, the 
"T^gerof matricide, inflicted on him a loni; and terrible pun. 
tthment, depriviniir him of his reason, and chasing him anout 
^|?A place to place without the possibility of repof^e or peace 
^laind. He craved protection and cure from the god at 
pipoii who required him to dedicate at ihe temple, a« an oflTrr- 
"*$;Ae precious necklace of Kadmus, that irresistible bribe 
WQich had originally corrupted Eriphyle. He fuither inti- 
nUed to the unhappy sufferer that, though the whole earth 
*** tainted with his crime and had become uninhabitable for 
'Oi'iiTrt there was a spot of ground which was not under the 
eye of the sun at the time when the matricide was committed. 
^ where, therefore, Alcmcon might yet find a tranquil 
•**««■. The proraiMe was realised at the mouth of the river 
•Achelons, wh'»ite turbid stream was perp>etnally depositing 
^ earth and forming additional islands. Upon one of these 
Alcmaon settled permanently and in peace.** Grote, Hist. Gr. 
i.381. « Written from the Pontic retreat. 

• Comn rH pritHttm^ '* who managed the enormous revenues 
^thc fiscns and kept account of the privile^^es granted by the 
Imperor {Jiihfrht^rfi riorum. Hveinu»». /><» Const. Limit, p. 103, 
•d.Larhai. and Dm Caugc «.v.).'* D.C.B. i. 634. 



have received, in giving me an opportunity 
of writing to your excellency. The kind- 
ness, to win which they have received this 
letter from me, was assured them even 
before I wrote, on account of your wonted 
and inborn courtesy to all. But I have con- 
sidered it a very great advantage to have the 
opportunity of addressing your excellency, 
praying to the holy God that I may continue 
to rejoice, and share in the pleasure of the 
recipients of your bounty, while you please 
Him more and more, and while the splendour 
of your high place continues to increase. 
I pray that in due time I may with joy once 
more welcome those who are delivering this 
my letter into your hands,^ and send them 
forth praising, as do many, your considerate 
treatment of them, and I trust that they will 
have found my recommendation of them not 
without use in approaching your exalted 
excellency. 

LETTER XVI.* 

Against Eunomius the heretic^ 

He who maintains that it is possible to 
arrive at the discovery of things actually 
existing, has no doubt by some orderly 
method advanced his intelligence by means 
of the knowledge of actually existing 
things. It is after first training himself 
by the apprehension of small and easily 
comprehensible objects, that he brings his 
apprehensive faculty to bear on what is 
beyond all intelligence. He makes his boast 
that he has really arrived at the comprehen- 
sion of actual existences; let him then 
explain to us the nature of the least of 
visible beings ; let him tell us all about the 
ant. Does its life depend on breath and 
breathing? Has it a skeleton? Is its body 
connected by sinews and ligaments? Are 
its sinews surrounded with muscles and 
glands? Does its marrow go with dorsal 
vertebrae from brow to tail? Does it give 
impulse to its moving members by the en- 
veloping nervous membrane? Has it a 

liver, with a gall bladder near the liver? 

_ 

1 There is confusion here in the text, and the Benedictines 
think it unmanageable as it stands. But the matter is of no 
importance. 

* Placed by the Ben. Ed. in the reign of Julian 361-363. 

s Eunomius the Anomoean, bp. of Cyzicus, aaainst whose 
Liher Apologeticus Basil wrote his counter-worlt. The first 
appearance of the aiperifcbf a^i^pwiroc, the "chooser" of hi:i 
own way rather than the common sense of the Church, is in 
Tit. iii. 10. aipcrtCeif is a common word in the LXX., but does 
not occur in Is. xlii. i, though it is introduced into the qu«>t]i- 
tion in Matt. xii. 18. aipe<rtf is used six times by St. Luke for 
•• sect; ** twice by St. Paul and once by St. Peter "for •• heresy." 
Auirustine, C. ^aifiVA. writes : **^ui in cccUsia Christi mor- 
bidum aliquid pravum^ue quid sapiuut, si, cor recti ui sanum 
rcctumque sapiaut^ reststunt contumaciter suaqne pestifera ft 
mortifera dogmata emcndare nolunt^sed defensare pet9istunt 
ktereiici sunt.** 
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Has it kidneys, heart, arteries, veins, 
membranes, cartilages? Is it hairy or 
hairless? Has it an uncloven hoof, or 
are its feet divided? How long does it 
live? What is its mode of reproduction? 
What is its period of gestation ? How is it 
that ants neither all walk nor all fly, but 
some belong to creeping things, and some 
travel through the air? The man who 
glories in his knowledge of the really-exist- 
ing ought to tell us in the meanwhile about 
the nature of the ant. Next let him give us 
a similar physiological account of the power 
that transcends all human intelligence. But 
if your knowledge has not yet been able to 
apprehend the nature of the insignificant 
ant, how can you boast yourself able to form 
a conception of the power of the incompre- 
hensible God ? ' 

LETTER XVII.* 

To Origenes? 

It is delightful to listen to you, and de- 
lightful to read you ; and I think you give 
me the greater pleasure by your writings. 
All thanks to our good God Who has not 
suffered the truth to suffer in consequence of 
its betrayal by the chief powers in the State, 
but by your means has made the defence of 
the doctrine of true religion full and satisfac- 
tory. Like hemlock, monkshood, and other 
poisonous herbs, after they have bloomed for 
a little while, they will quickly wither away. 
But the reward which the Lord will give you 
in requital of all that you have said in de- 
fence of His name blooms afresh for ever. 
Wherefore I pray God grant you all happi- 
ness in your home, and make His blessing 
descend to your sons. I was delighted to 
see and embrace those noble boys, express 
images of your excellent goodness, and my 
prayers for them ask all that their father can 
ask. 

LETTER XVI I L* 

To Macarius * and John. 

The labours of the field come as no novelty 
to tillers of the land ; sailors are not aston- 

> As an ar^ment against Eunnmius this Letter has no 
particular force, inasmuch as a man may he a f^nod divine 
thnu);h a very poor entomoloj^ist, and mij^ht tell us all ahout 
the ant wiihout hein^ hetter able to decide between Basil and 
Eunnmius. It is Interesting;, however, as shewing? how far 
Basil was abreast of tho physiology of his time, and how far 
that physinlojfy was correct. 

> Placed du'rini; the rei|(n of Julian. 

» Nothin); is known of thi-» Orijjren beyond what is sug- 
gested in this letter. He is conjectured to have been a lavman, 
who, alike as a rhetorician and a writer, was popularly known 
as a Christian apologist. 

* Placed in the reign of Julian. 

* MS. variations are Macrinus and Machrinui. 



ished if they meet a storm at sea ; sweats in 
the summer heat are the common experience 
of the hired hind; and to them that hav« 
chosen to live a holy life the afflictions of 
this present world cannot come unforeseen. 
Each and all of these have the known and 
proper labour of their callings, not chosen 
for its own sake, but for the sake of the en- 
joynient of the good things to which they 
look forward. What in each of these cases 
acts as a consolation in trouble is that which 
really forms the bond and link of all human 
life, — hope. Now of them that labour for 
the fruits of the earth, or for earthly things, 
some enjoy only in imagination what they 
have looked for, and are altogether disapn 
pointed ; and even in the case of others, 
where the issue has answered expectation, 
another hope is soon needed, so quickly has 
the first fled and faded out of sight. Only of 
them that labour for holiness and truth are 
the hopes destroyed by no deception; no 
issue can destroy their labours, for the king- 
dom of the heavens that awaits them is firm 
and sure. So long then as the word of truth 
is on our side, never be in anywise distressed 
at the calumny of a lie; let no imperial 
threats scare you ; do not be grieved at thfe 
laughter and mockery of your intimates, nor 
at the condemnation of those who pretend to 
care for you, and who put forward, as their 
most attractive bait to deceive, a pretence of 
giving good advice. Against them all let 
sound reason do battle, invoking the cham- 
pionship and succour of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the teacher of true religion, for Whom 
to suffer is sweet, and '* to die is gain." ' 

LETTER XIX.* 

To Gregory my friend? 

I RECEIVED a letter from you the day 
before yesterday. It is shewn to be yours 
not so much by the handwriting as bv the 
peculiar style. Much meaning is expresbed 
in few words. I did not reply on the spot, 
because I was away from home, and the let- 
ter-carrier, after he had delivered the packet 
to one of my friends, went away. Now, 
however, I am able to address you through 
Peter, and at the same time both to return 
your greeting, and give you an opportunitv 
for another letter. There is certainly no 
trouble in writing a laconic dispatch like 
those which reach me from you. 



tphil. i. 31. 

s Placed by the Ben. Ed. shortly after Basil's ordination as 
priest. 

s i'.#. Gregory of Nasianzus, trA so Lettt^ xiv. 



To Leontiiu the Sophist? 

I TOO do not write often to you, but not 
more seldom than vou do to mc, though 
many have travelleci hithenvard from your 
part of the world. If you had sent a Iclter 
by every one of them, one after the other, 
there would have been nothing to prevent 
my seeming to be actually in your company, 
and enjoying it as tliou<;h we had been to- 
gether, so uninterrupted lias been the stream 
of arrivals. But why do you not write ? It 
is no trouble to a Sophist lo write. Nay, if 
your iiand is tired, you need not even write ; 
another will ilo that for you. Only your 
tongue is needed. 'And though it does not 
speak to nie, it may assuredly speak to one 
cif your companions. If nobody is with you, 
it will Lilk by itself. Certainly the tongue 
<if a Sophist and of an Athenian is as little 
likely to be quiet as the nightingales when the 

r'ng stirs them to song. In my own case, 
mass of business in which I am now en- 
gaged may perhaps afTord some excuse for 
my lack of letters. And pcradventure the 
6ct of my style having been spoilt by con- 
ttant familiarity with common speech may 
■nake me somewhat hesitate to address 
Sophists like you, who are certain to be an- 
noyed and unmerciful, unless you hcarsome- 
'fi«i)g worthy of your wisdom. You, on the ' 
otl^er hand, ought assuredly to use every 
opjiortuoity of making your voice heard 
aL>r-o.id, for you are the best speaker of all 
tl^«s Hellenes that I know ; and I think I know 
tl»^ most renowned among you ; so that there 
re=»lly is no excuse for your silence. But 
c'iough on this point. 

I have sent you my writings against Eu- 
nornius. Whether they are to be called 
child's play, or something a little more stri- 
*•*»», I leave you to judge. So far as con- 
cerns yourself, I do not think j'ou stand any 
longer in need of them ; but I hope they will 
°* no unworthy weapon against any perverse 
"'en with whom you may fall in. I do not 
^y this BO much because I have confidence 
"t the force of my treatise, as because I know 
"^cll that you are a man likely to make a 
'I'tle go a long way. If anything strikes you 
•» weaker than it ought to be, pray have no 
^ftiitation in showing me the error. The 
'Wrf difTeFcnce between a friend and a flat- 



LETTER XXL' 

To Leontius the Sophist. 

Thb excellent Julianns' seems to get 
some good for his private affiiirs out of the 
general condition of things. Everything 
nowadays is full of taxes demanded and 
called in, and he too is vehemently dunned 
and indicted. Only it is a question not of 
arrears of nites and taxes, biit.of letters. But 
how he comes to be a defaulter I do not 
know. He has always paid a letter, and re- 
ceived a letter — as he has this. But possibly 
you have a preference for the famous " fojir- 
times-as-much." ' For even the Pythago- 
reans were not so fond of their Tetractys.* as 
these modern lax-col! fctors of their •' four- 
time s-as-niuch." Yet perhaps the fairer thing 
would have been just the opposite, that a 
Sophist like yon, so very well furnished with 
words, should he bound in pledge to me for 
" four-times-as-much." But do not suppose 
for a moment that I am writing all this out 
of ill-humour, I am only too pleased to get 
even a scolding from jou. The good and 
beautiful do everything, it is said, with the 
addition of goodness and beautv,' Even 
grief and anger in them are becoming. At 
all events any one would rather see his friend 
angry with him than any one else fliittcring 
him. Do not then cease preferring charges 
like the last 1 The very chaise will mean a 
letter ; and nothing can be more precious or 
delightful to me. 

LETTER XXIL* 

Without address. On the PerfetHon of the 
Life of Solitaries. 

I. Many things are set forth by inspired 
Scripture as binding upon all who are anx- 
ious to please God. But, for the present, I 
have only deemed it necessary to speak by 
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way of brief reminder concernino^ the ques- 
tions which have recently been stirred among 
you, so far as I have learnt from the study of 
inspired Scripture itself. I shall thus leave 
behind me detailed evidence, easy of appre- 
hension, for the information of industrious 
students, who in their turn will be able to 
inform others. The Christian ought to be so 
minded as becomes his heavenly calling,' and 
his life and conversation ought to be worthy 
of the Gospel of Christ.* The Christian 
ought not to be of doubtful mind,* nor by 
anything drawn away from the recollection 
of God and of His purposes and judgments. 
The Christian ought in all things to be- 
come superior to the righteousness existing 
under the law, and neither swear nor lie.* 
He oug:ht not to speak evil ; * to do vio- 
lence;* to fight;' to avenge himself;* to 
return evil for evil ; * to be angry. '° The 
Christian ought to be patient," whatever he 
h ive to suffer, and to convict the wrong-doer 
in season," not with the desire of his own 
vindication, but of his brother's reformation,'* 
according to the commandment of the Lord. 
The Christian ought not to say anything be- 
hind his brother's back with the object of 
calumniating him, for this is slander, even if 
what is said is true.** He ought to turn 
away from the brother who speaks evil 
against him; '* he ought not to indulge in 
jesting.** he ought not to laugh nor even to 
suffer laugh makers.*^ He must not talk 
idly, saying things which are of no service 
to the hearers nor to such usage as is neces- 
sary and permitted us by God ; '* so that 
workers may do their best as far as possible 
to work in silence ; and that good words be 
suggested to them by those who are en- 
trusted with the duty of carefully dispensing 
the word to the building up of the faith, lest 
God's Holy Spirit be grieved. Any one who 
comes in ought not to be able, of his own 
free will, to accost or speak to any of the 
bmthers, before those to whom the responsi- 
bility of general discipline is committed have 
approved of it as pleasing to God, with a 
view to the common good.** The Christian 



> cf. Hch. iii. 
« cf. Phil. i. »7. 

* cf. Luke xii. 29. 

* rf. Mtitl. V. 20. 
" Matt. XV. iS. 



« Tit iii. a. • Rom. xii. 17. 

• I Tim. ii. 13. w Matt. v. aa. 
^ a Tim. ii. 34. n James v. S. 

• Rom. xii. 1^. « Tit. ii. i;;. 
1* cf. i Cor. zii. ao and 1 Peter I'i. i. 

" rf» I Pc:ter iii. 16, 17, and Jame« iv. 11, »« Eph. ▼, 4. 

'^ This charge is probably foundi-d on Luke vi. 21 and aj, 
and jamfs iv.g. Yet our Lord's promise th;it they who hunger 
and Weep '* shall lau'jrh," admits of fulfilment in the kinjrdom 
of G »d on earth. Cheerfulness is a note of the Church, who>e 
members, *' if sorrowful," are yet •' aiway rejoicing." (a Cor. 
vi. 10.) " Eph. V. 4. 

" It is less easy to find explicit Scriptural sftnction even for 
such a modified rule of silence as is ricre iriven bv St. Basil. 
St. Paul can only be quoted for the " siU-nce" of the woman. 
Hut even St. Basil's •••silence '* with a view t'> picservinsf his 
cffiioliium from vain conversation, is a lon^ way off the 
•' silence" of Lt. Bruno's Carthusians. 



ought not to be enslaved by wine ; • nor to 
be eager for flesh meat,* and as a general 
rule ought not to be a lover of pleasure in 
eating or drinking,* " for every man that 
striveth for the mastery is temperate in all 
things." * The Christian ought to regard all 
the things that are given him for his use, not 
as his to hold as his own or to lay up ; ^ and, 
giving careful heed to all things as the 
Lord's, not to overlook any of the things that 
are being thrown aside and dis^regarded, 
should this be the case. No Christian ought 
to think of himself as his own master, but 
each should rather so think and act as though 
given by God to be slave to his like minded 
brethren;* but "every man in his own 
order."' 

2. The Christian ought never to murmur * 
either in scarcity of necessities, or in toil or 
labour, for the responsibility in these matters 
lies with such as have authority in them. 
There never ought to be any clamour, or any 
behaviour or agitation by which anger is 
expressed,* or diversion of mind from the 
full a.ssurance of the presence of God.*** 

The voice should be modulated ; no one 
ought to answer another, or do anything, 
roughly or contemptuously," but in all things 
moderation ** and respect should be shewn lo 
every one.*' No wily glances of the eye arc 
to be allowed, nor any behaviour or gestures 
which grieve a brother and shew con- 
tempt.'* Any display in cloak or shoes is to 
be avoided ; it is idle ostentation.** Cheap 
things ought to be used for bodily necessit}' ; 
and nothing ought to be spent beyond wliat 
is necessary, or for mere extravagance ; this 
is a misuse of our property. The Christian 
ought not to seek for honour, or claim pre- 
cedence.** Everyone ought to put all others 
before himself.*' The Christian ought not 
to be unruly.** He who is able to work ought 
not to cat the bread of idleness,** but even he 
who is busied in deeds well done for the 
glory of Christ ought to force himself to the 
active discharge of such work as he can do." 
Every Christian, with the approval of his 
superiors, ought so to do everything with 
reason and assurance, even down to actual 
eating and drinking, as done to the glory of 
God.** The Christian ought not to change 
over from, one work to another without the 
approval of those who are appointed for the 



> I Pet. iv. 3. 



» cf. Acts iv. 3a. » cf. Eph. iv. 31. 



• Rom. xiv. ai. « cf. i Cor. ix. 19. *® cf. Heb. iv. 13. 
« a Tim. iii. 4. » cf. i Cor. xv. 33. »« cf. Tit. iii. a. 

* 1 Cor. ix. 25. • cf. I Cor. x. 10. 

"Phil. iv. 5, t6 f»»ei«j«. la i Tim. iii. 3, " patient* • is 
cirieiK^f. 

» Rom. xii. 10 and 1 Pet. if. 17. " Phil. ii. 3. 

" Rom. xiv. 10. »»Tlt. i. 10. 

»5 \\\\\x, vi. 39, Luke xii. a?. » a Thcss. iii. lo. 

" Mark ix. 37. *» 1 Thcss. iv. 11. •» i Cor. x. 31. 
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arrangement of such matters; unless some 
unavoidable necessity suddenly summon 
any one to the relief of the helpless. Every 
one ought to remain in his appointed post^ 
not to go beyond his own bounds and in- 
trude into what is not commanded him, un- 
less the responsible authorities j'ldge any one 
to be in need of aid. No one ought to be found 
going from one workshop to another. 
Notliing ought to be done in rivalry or strife 
witJi any one. 

3. The Christian ought not to grudge 
another's reputation, nor rejoice over any 
man's faults ; * he ought in Christ's love to 
grieve and be afflicted at his brother's faults, 
and rejoice over his brother's good deeds.* 
He ought not to be indifferent or silent be- 
fore sinners.* He who shows another to be 
wrong ought to do so with all tenderness,* 
in the fear of God, and with the object of 
converting the sinner.* He who is proved 
wrong or rebuked ought to take it willingly, 
recognizing his own gain in being set right. 
When any one is being accused, it is not 
right for another, before him or any one else, 
to contradict the accuser; but if at any time 
the charge seems groundless to any one, he 
ought privately to enter into discussion with 
the accuser, and either produce, or acquire, 
conviction. Every one ought, as far as he is 
able, to conciliate one who has ground of 
complaint against him. No one ought to 
cherish a grudge against the sinner who 
repents, but heartily to forgive him." He 
who says that he has repented of a sin 
ought not only to be pricked with compunc- 
tion for his sin, but also to bring forth fruits 
worthy of repentance.' He who has been 
corrected in first faults, and received pardon, 
if htf sins again prepares for himself a judg- 
ment of wrath worse than the former.' He, 
who after the first and second admonition • 
abides in his fault, ought to be brought be- 
fore the person in authority,*** if haply after 
being rebuked by more he may be ashamed." 
If even thus he fail to be set right he is to be 
cut off from the n^t as one that maketh to 
offend, and regarJed as a heathen and a 
publican,** for the security of them that are 
obedient, according to the saying, When the 
impious fall the righteous tremble.'* He 
should be grieved over as a limb cut from 
the lx)dy. The sun ought not to go down 
upon a brother's wrath,'* lest haply night 
come between brother and brother, and 



* I Cor.xiii. 6. 

* I Cor. xii. j6. 

* I Tim. V. JO. 



« a Tim. iv. a. 
■ 2 Tim. iv. a, 
• a Cor. ii. 7. 



TLukeiii.S. 
• Heb. X. a6, ay. 
•Tit. iii. 10. 



* r« vpoccrrurri. h nftoforut^ is the " president " in Tustin 
IfarWr's description of the Christian service in Ape>l. Mat, i. 
»» <f. Tit. H. 8. " Prov. xxix. 16, LXX. 

» Matt. xvui. 17. " Eph. iv. 36. 



make the charge stand in the day of jud*;- 
ment. A Christian ought not to wait for an 
opportunity for, his own amendment,* be- 
cause there is no certainty about the moiTOW ; 
for many after manydevices have not reachetl 
the morrow. He ought not to be beguiled 
by over eating, whence come dreams in the 
night. He ought not to be distracted by im- 
moderate toil, nor overstep the bounds of 
sufficiency, as the apostle says, '* Having 
food and raiment let us be therewith con- 
tent ; " * unnecessary abundance gives ap- 
pearance of covetousness, and covetousness 
is condemned as idolatry.' A Christian 
ought not to be a lover of money,* nor lay 
up treasure for unprofitable ends. He who 
comes to God ought to embrace poverty in 
all things, and to be riveted in the fear of 
God, according to the words, *' Rivet my 
flesh in thy fear, for I am afraid of thy judg- 
ments."* The Lord grant that you may re- 
ceive what I have said with full conviction 
and shew forth fruits worthy of the Spirit to 
the glory of God, by God's good pleasure, 
and the cooperation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

LETTER XXIIL* 

To a Solitary, 

A CERTAIN man, as he says, on condemn- 
ing the vanity of this life, and perceiving 
that its joys are ended here, since they only 
provide material for eternal fire and then 
quickly pass away, has come to me with the 
desire of separating from this wicked and 
miserable life, of abandoning the pleasures 
of the flesh, and of treading for the future a 
road which leads to the mansions of the 
Lord. Now if he is sincerely firm in his 
truly blessed purpose, and has in his soul 
the glorious and laudable passion, loving the 
Lord his God with all his heart, with all his 
strength, and with all his mind, it is neces- 
sary for your reverence to show him the dif- 
ficulties and distresses of the strait and 
narrow way, and establish him in the hope 
of the good things which are as yet unseen, 
but are laid up in promise for all that are 
worthy of the Lord. 1 therefore write to 
entreat your incomparable perfection in 
Christ, if it be possible to mould his charac- 
ter, and, without me, to bring about his 
renunciation according to what is pleasing 
to God, and to see that he receive element- 
ary instruction in accordance with what 
has been decided by the Holy Fathers, and 

» cf. Matt. xxiv. 14; Luke xii. 40. « 1 Tim. vi. 8. 

s Col. ill. 5. * cf. Mark x. aj, a4; Luke xviii. 14. 

* Ps. cxix. lao, LXX. 
« Written at Caesarea during his presbyterate. 



put forth by them in writing. See too 
that he have put before him all things that ! 
are essential to ascetic discipline, and that 
BO he may be introduced to the life, after 
having accepted, of his own accord, the 
labours undergone for religion's sake, sub- 
jected himself to the Lord's easy yoke, | 
adopted a conversation in imitation of Him 
Who for our sakes became poor' and took 
flesh, and may run without fail to the prize 
of his high calling, and receive the approba- 
tion of the Lord. He is wishful to receive ' 
here the crown of God's love, but I have ; 
put him off, because I wish, in conjunction 
with your reverence, to anoint him for such 
struggles, and to appoint over him one of your 
number whom he may select to be his trainer, 
trnining him nobly, and making him by his ' 
constant and blessed care a tried wrestler, i 
wounding and overthrowing the prince of 
the darkness of this world, and the spiritual ' 
powers of iniquity, with whom, as the 
blessed Apostle says, is ■' our wrestling." ' 
What I wish to do in conjunction with you, 
let your love in Christ do without me. 

LETTER XXIV.» 

Tt> Athanasius, father of Aihanasius bishop 
of Aneyra* 

That one of the things hardest to achieve, 
if indeed it be not impossible, is to rise 
superior to calumny, 1 am myself fiilly per- 
suaded, and so too, I presume, is your excel- 
lency. Yet not to give a handle by one's 
own conduct, either to inquisitive critics of 
society, or to mischief makers who lie in 
wait to catch us tripping, is not only possi- 
ble, but is the special characteristic of all 
who order their lives wisely and according 
to the rule of true religion. And do not think 
me BO simple and credulous as to accept de- 
preciatory remarks from any one wilhout due 
investigation. I bear in mind the admonition 
of the Spirit, " Thou shalt not receive a false 
report." ' But you, learned men, yourselves 
say that " The seen is signiRcant of the un- 
seen." I therefore beg; — (and pray do not 
take it ill if I seem to bespeaking as though I 
were giving a lesson ; for " God has chosen the 
weak " and " despised things of the world," * 
and often by their means brings about the 
salvation of such as arc being saved) ; 



what I >ay and urge is this; that by word 
and deed we act with scrupulous attention 
to propriety, and, in accordance with the 
apostolic precept, " give no ofTence in any- 
thing." ' The life of one who has toiled 
hard in the acquisition of knowledge, who 
has governed cities and states, and who is 

t'ealous of the high character of his iore- 
athers, ought to be an example of high 
character itself. You ought not now to be 
exhibiting your disposition towards your 
children in word only, as you have long ex- 
hibited it, ever since you became a father; 
you ought not onlv to shew that natural 
alTection which is sEiewn by brutes, as you 
yourself have said, and as experience shews. 
You ought to make your love go further* 
and be a love all the more personal and volim> 
tary in that you see your childien worthy of 
a lather's prayers. On this point I do not 
need to be convinced. The evidence of 
facts is enough. One thing, however, I will 
say for truth's sake, that it is not our brothei 
Timolheus, the Chorepiscopus, who has 
brought me word of what is noised abroad. 
For neither by word of mouth nor by lettei 
has he ever conveyed anything in the shape 
of slander, be it small or great. That I have 
heard something I do not deny, but it is not 
Timotheus who accuses you. Yet while I 
hear whatever I do, at least I will follow 
the example of Alexander, and will keep 
one ear clear for the accused.' 



LETTER XXV.» 

To Athanasius, bishop of Afuyra* 

I. I HAVE received intelligence from those 
who come to me from Ancyra, and they are 
many and more than I can count, but they 
all agree in what they say, that you, a man 
very dear to nic. (how can I speak so as to 
give no offence?) do not mention me in very 
pleasant terms, nor yet in such as your char- 
acter would lead me to expect. I, however, 
learned long ago the weakness of human 
nature, and its readiness to turn from one 
extreme to another; and so, be well assured, 
nothing connected with it can astonish me, 
nor does any change come quite unexpected. 
Therefore that my lot should have changed 
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for the worse, and that reproaches and in- 
sults should have arisen in the place of 
former respect, I do not make much ado. 
But one thing does really strike me as aston- 
ishing and monstrous, and that is that it 
should be you who have this mind about me, 
and go so far as to feel anger and indigna- 
tion against me, and, if the report of your 
hearers is to be believed, have already pro- 
ceeded to such extremities as to utter threats. 
At these threats, I will not deny, I really have 
laughed. Truly I should have been but a 
boy to be frightened at such bugbears. But 
it does seem to me alarming and distressing 
that you, who, as I have trusted, are pre- 
served for the comfort of tlie churches, a 
buttress of the truth where many fall away, 
and a seed of the ancient and true love, 
should so far fall in with the present course 
of events as to be more influenced by the 
calumny of the first man you come across 
than by your long knowledge of me, and, 
without any proof, should be seduced into 
suspecting absurdities. 

2. But, as I said, for the present I post- 
pone the case. Would it have been too hard 
a task, my dear sir, to discuss in a short 
letter, as between friend and friend, points 
which you wish to raise; or, if you objected 
to entrusting such things to writing, to get 
»ne to come to you ? But if you could not 
belp speaking out, and your uncontrollable 
*nger allowed no time for delay, at least you 
""Jight have employed one of those about you 
who are naturally adapted for dealing with 
confidential matters, as a means of commu- 
nication with me. But now, of all those 
who for one reason or another approach you, 
into whose ears has it not been dinned that 
^ am a writer and composer of certain 
"pests"? P^or this is the word which those, 
who quote you word for word, say that you 
•^ve used. The more I bring my mind to bear 
wpon the matter the more hopeless is my 
Puzzle. This idea has struck me. Can any 
heretic have grieved your orthodoxy, and 
onven you to the utterance of that word by 
•i^alevolently putting my name to his own 
^fitings? For you, a man who has sus- 
tained great an J famous contests on behalf 
?f the truth, could never have endured to 
'"flict such an outrage on what I am well 
*"own to have written against those who 
^3re to say that God the Son is in essence 
unlike God the Father, or who blasphe- 
niously describe the Holy Ghost as created 
and made. You might relieve me from 
wy difficulty yourself, if you would tell me 
plainly what it is that has stirred you to be 
thus offended with me. 



LETTER XXVI." 

To CasartuSf brother of Gregory? 

Thanks to God for shewing forth His 
wonderful power in your person, and for 
preserving you to your country and to us 
your friends, from so terrible a death. It 
remains for us not to be ungrateful, nor un- 
worthy of so great a kindness, but, to the 
best of our ability, to narrate the marvellous 
works of God, to celebrate by deed the 
kindness which we have experienced, and 
not return thanks by word only. We 
ought to become in very deed what I, 
grounding my belief on the miracles wrought 
in you, am persuaded that you now are. 
We exhort you still more to serve God, ever 
increasing your fear more and more, and 
advancing on to perfection, that we may be 
made wise stewards of our life, for which 
the goodness of God has reserved us. For 
if it is a command to all of us ** to yield 
ourselves unto God as those that are alive 
from the dead," * how much more strongly 
is not this commanded them who have been 
lifted up from the gates of death.? And 
this, I believe, would be best effected, did 
we but desire ever to keep the same mind 
in which we were at the moment of our 
perils. For, I ween, the vanity of our life 
came before us, and we felt that all that 
belongs to man, exposed as it is to vicissi- 
tudes, has about it nothing sure, nothing 
firm. We felt, as was likely, repentance 
for the past; and we gave a promise for 
the future, if we were saved, to serve God 
and give careful heed to ourselves. If the 
imminent peril of death gave me any cause 
for reflection, I think that vou must have 
been moved by the same or nearly the same 
thoughts. We are therefore bound to pay a 
binding debt, at once joyous at God's good 
gifl to us, and, at the same time, anxious 
about the future. I have ventured to make 
these suggestions to you. It is yours to re- 
ceive what I say well and kindly, as you 
were wont to do when we talked together 
face to face. 

LETTER XXVII/ 
To EusebiuSf bishop of Samosata} 
When by God's grace, and the ai d of 

> Placed in j6S. 

sCaesarius was the ynnngrest brother of Gregory of Xa«« 
ianzus. After it life of distinguished service under Julian, 
Valens, and Valentinian, he was led, shortly a iter the escape 
narrated in this letter, to retire from the world. A work en- 
titled Huo'Tftc, or ^umHionts {sive Dialo/^i) de Rfbns 
Divinus^ attributed to him, is of doubtful genuinenrss. Vidt 
D.C.B. s.v. The earthquake, from the effects of which Csesar* 
ius was preserved, look place on the tenth of October, 3^8. 
ef. Grei;. Nae. Orat. z. » Rom. vii. 13. * Placed in ^6S. 

* This, the first of the twenty-two letters addressed by 6asil 
to Eua^bius of Samosata, has no particnlar interest. Suso- 
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your prayers, I had seemed to be some- 
whit recovering from my sickness, and had 
gol my strength again, then Came winter, 
keeping me a prisoner at home, and com- 
pelling me to remain where I was. True, 
its severity was much less than usual, but 
this was quite enough to keep me not 
merely from travelling while it lasted, but 
even from so much as venturing to put my 
head out of doors. But to me it is no slight 
thing to be permitted, if only by letter, to 
communicate with your reverence, and to 
rest tranquil in the hope of your rcpiv 
However, should the season permit, ami 
further length of life be allowed me, and 
should the dearth not prevent mc from un- 
dertaking the journey,' peradventurc tlirough 
tlie aid of your prayers I may be able to 
fulfil my earnest wish, may find you at 
your own fireside, and, with abundant lei- 
sure, may take my fill of your vast treasures 
of wisdom. 

LETTER XXVUI.' 

To the Church of Neoeasarea. Consolatory? 

I . What has befallen you strong! v moveil 
me to visit you, with the double object of 
joining with you, who are near and dear to 
me, in paying all respect to the blessed 
dead, and of being more closely associated 
with you in your trouble by seeing jour 
sorrow with my own eyes, and &o being able 
to take counsel with you as to ^^'hat la to be 
done. But many causes hinder mv bein:; 
able to approach you in person, and it re- 
mains for me to communicate with you in 
writing. The admirable qualities of tlie 
departed, on account of whicli wc chiefly 
estimate the greatness of our loss, are 
indeed too many to bo enumcraled in a 
letter; and it is, besides, no time to be dis- 
cussing the multitude of his good deeds, 
when our spirits are thus prostrated with 
grief. For of all that he did, what can we ever 
forget? What could we deem descivini; of 
silence? To tell all at once were iinpni-si- 
ble ; to tell a part would. I fear, invoke dis- 
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loyal^ to the truth. A man has passed 
away who surpassed all his contemporaries 
in all the good things that are within man's 
reach ; a prop of his country ; an ornament 
of the churches ; a pillar ana support of the 
truth ; a stay of the faith of Christ ; a pro* 
tector of his friends; a stout foe of his 
opponents ; a guardian of the principles of 
his fathers ; an enemy of innovation ; ex- 
hibiting in himself the ancient fashion of 
the Church, and making the state of the 
Church put under him conform to the 
ancient constitution, as to a sacred model, 
so that all who lived with him seemed to 
live in the society of them that used to shine 
like lights in the world two hundred years 
ago and more. So your bishop put forth 
nothing of his own, no novel invention ; but, 
as the blessing of Moses has it, he knew 
how to bring out of the secret and good 
stores of his heart, " old store, and the old be- 
cause of the new." ' Thus it came about that 
in meetings of his fellow bishops he was 
not ranked according to his age, but, by 
reason of the old age of his wisdom, he was 
unanimously conceded precedence over all 
the rest. And no one who looks at vour 
condition need go far to seek the advantages 
of such a course of training. For, so far as 
I know, you alone, or, at all events, you 
and but very few others, in the midst of such 
a storm and whirlwind of aflairs, were able 
under his good guidance to live your lives 
unshaken by the waves. You were never 
reached by heretics' buffeting blasts, which 
bring shipwreck and drowning on unstable 
souls ; and that you may for ever live beyond 
their reach I pray the Lord who ruleth over 
all, and who granted long tranquillity to 
Gregory His servant, the first fomider of 

Do not lose that tranquillity now ; do not, 
by extravagant lamentation, and by entirely 
giving yourself up to grief, put the oppor- 
tunity for action into the hands of those who 
are plotting your bane. If lament you must, 
(which I do not allow, lest yon be in this 
respect like " them which have no hope,")* 
do you, if so it seem good to you, like some 
wailing chorus, choose your leader, and 
raise with him a chant of tears. 

2. And yet, if he whom you mourn had 
not reached extreme old age, certainly, as 
regards his government of your church, he 
was allowed no narrow limit of life. He 
had as much strength of body as enabled 
him to sliuw strength of mind in his dis- 
tresses. Perhaps some of you may suppose 

> Lev. xxW. 10. > 1 Thsn.iT. ij. 
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that time increases sympathy and adds affec- 
tion, and is no cause of satiety, so that, the 
longer you have experienced kind treatment, 
the more sensible you are of its loss. You 
may think that of a righteous person the 
good hold even the shadow in honour. 
Would that many of you did feel so ! Far 
be it from me to suggest anything like dis- 
regard of our friend I But I do counsel 
you to bear your pain . with manly endur- 
ance. I myself am by no means insensible 
of all that may be said by those who are 
weeping for their loss. Hushed is a tongue 
whose words flooded our ears like a mighty 
stream : a depth of heart, never fathomed 
before, has fled, humanly speaking, like an 
unsubstantial dream. Whose glance so keen 
as his to look into the future? Who with 
like fixity and strength of mind able to 
dart like lightning into the midst of action ? 

Neocaearea, already a prey to many 
troubles, never before smitten with so deadly 
a loss I Now withered is the bloom of your 
beauty; your church is dumb; your assem- 
blies are full of mournful faces ; your sacred 
synod craves for its leader ; your holy utter- 
ances wait for an expounder; your boys 
have lost a father, your elders a brother, 
your nobles one first among them, your 
people a champion, your poor a supporter. 
All, calling him by the name that comes 
most nearly home to each, lift up the wailing 
cry which to each man's own sorrow seems 
most appropriate and fit. But whither are 
my words carried away by my tearful joy? 
Shall we not watch? Shall we not meet 
together ? Shall we not look to our common 
Lord, Who suffers each of his saints to serve 
his own generation, and summons him back 
to Himself at His own appointed time? 
Now in season remember the voice of him 
who when preaching to you used always 
to say '* Beware of dogs, beware of evil 
workers." ' The dogs are many. Why do 

1 say dogs? Rather grievous wolves, hiding 
their guile under the guise of sheep, arc, nil 
over the world, tearing Christ's flock. Of 
these you must beware, under the protection 
of some wakeful bishop. Such an one it is 
yours to ask, purging your souls of all 
rivalry and ambition : such an one it is the 
Lord's to show you. That Lord, from the 
time of Gregory the great champion of your 
church down to that of the blessed departed, 
setting over you one afler another, and from 
time to time fitting one to another like gem 
set close to gem, has bestowed on you glori- 
ous ornaments for your church. You have, 
then, no need to despair of them that are to 

1 Phil. iii. a. ^ 



come. The Lord knoweth who are His. 
He may bring into our midst tliose for whom 
peradventure we are not looking. 

3. I meant to have come to an end long 
before this, but the pain at my heart does 
not allow me. Now I charge you by the 
Fathers, by the true faith, by our blessed 
friend, lift up your souls, each man making 
what is being done his own immediate busi- 
ness, each reckoning that he will be the first 
to reap the consequences of the issue, which- 
ever way it turn out, lest your fate be that 
which so very frequently befalls, every one 
leaving to his neighbour the common inter- 
ests of all ; and then, while each one makes 
little in his own mind of what is going on, 
all of you unwittingly draw your own proper 
misfortunes on yourselves oy your neglect. 
Take, I beg you, what I say with all kindli- 
ness, whether it be regarded as an expres- 
sion of the sympathy of a neighbour, or as 
fellowship between fellow believers, or, 
which is really nearer the truth, of one 
who obeys the law of love, and shrinks 
from the risk of silence. I am persuaded 
that you are my boasting, as I am yours, till 
the day of the Lord, and that it depends 
upon the pastor who will be granted you 
whether I shall be more closely united to 
you by the bond of love, or wholly severed 
from you. This latter God forbid. By 
God's grace it will not so be; and I should 
be sorry now to say one ungracious word. 
But this I do wish you to know, that though 
I had not that blessed man always at my 
side, in my efforts for the peace of the 
churches, because, as he himself affirmed, of 
certain prejudices, yet, nevertheless, at no 
time did I fail in unity of opinion with him, 
and I have always invoked his aid in my 
struggles against the heretics. Of this I call 
to witness God and all who know me best. 



LETTER XXIX.' 

To the Church of Ancyra, Consolatory} 

My amazement at the most distressing 
news of the calamity which has befallen you 
for a long time kept me silent. I felt like a 
man whose ears are stunned by a loud clap 
of thunder. Then I somehow recovered a 
little from my state of speechlessness. Now 
I have mourned, as none could help mourn- 
ing, over the event, and, in the midst of my 
lamentations, have sent you this letter. I 
write not so much to console you, — for who 
could find words to cure a calamity so great? 

» Placed in .^6S. 
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— as to signify to you, as well as I can by 
these means, tJie agony of my own heart. I 
need now the lamentations of Jeremiah, or of 
any other of the Saints who has feelingly la- 
mented a great woe. A man has fallen who 
was really a pillar and stay of the Church ; 
or rather he himself has been taken from us 
and is gone to the blessed life, and there is 
no small danger lest many at the removal of 
this prop from under them fall too, and lest 
some men's unsoundness be brought to light. 
A mouth is sealed gushing with righteous 
eloquence and words of grace to the edifi- 
cation of the brotherhood. Gone are the 
counsels of a mind which truly moved in 
God. Ah ! how often, for I must accuse 
myseli, was it my lot to feel indignation 
against him, because, wholly desiring to 
depart and be with Christ, he did not prefer 
for our sakes to remain in the flesh ! To 
whom for the future shall I commit the cares 
of the Churches? Whom shall I tike to 
share my troubles? Whom to participate in 
my gladness? O loneliness terrible and sad ! 
How am I not like to a pelican of the wil- 
derness ? * Yet of a truth the members of 
the Church, united by his leadership as by 
one soul, and fitted together into close union 
of feeling and fellowship, are both pre- 
served and shall ever be preserved by the 
bond of peace for spiritual communion. 
God grants us the boon, that all the works 
of that blessed soul, which he did nobly in 
the churches of God, abide firm and immov- 
able. But the struggle is no slight one, lest, 
once more strifes and divisions arising over 
the choice of the bishop, all your work be 
upset by some quarrel. 

LETTER XXX. • 

To Eusebius of Samosata* 

If I were to write at length all the causes 
which, up to the present time, have kept me 
at home, eager as I have been to set out to 
see your reverence, I should tell an intermi- 
nable story. I say nothing of illnesses coming 
one uj>on another, hard winter weather, and 
press of work, for all this has been already 
made known to you. Now, for my sins, I 
have lost my Mother,* the only comfort I 
had in life. Do not smile, if, old as I am, 
I lament my orphanhood. Forgive me if I 
cannot endure separation from a soul, to com- 
pare with whom I see nothing in the future 
that lies before me. So once more my com- 
plaints have come back to me ; once more I 

» cf. Phil. i. 2\, a*. « </. Ps. cil. 6. » Placed in 36Q. 

« Emmelia. Vid* account of Basil'* family in the prolei^o. 
mena. 



am confined to my bed, tosang about in my 
weakness, and every hour all but looking for 
the end of life ; and the Churches are in 
somewhat the same condition as my body, 
no good hope shining on them, and their 
state always changing for the worse. In the 
meantime Neocaesarea and Ancyra have de- 
cided to have successors of the dead, and so 
far they are at peace. Those who are plot- 
ting against me have not yet been permitted 
to do anything worthy of their bitterness and 
wrath. This we make no secret of attribut- 
ing to your prayers on behalf of the Churches. 
Weary not then in praying for the Churches 
and in entreating God. Pray give all salu- 
tations to those who are privileged to minis- 
ter to your Holiness. 

LETTER XXXI.' 

To Eusebius f bishop of Samosata. 

Thb dearth is still with us, and I am there- 
fore compelled to remain where I am, partly 
by the dut}' of distribution, and partly out of 
sympathy for the distressed. Even now, 
therefore, I have not been able to accompany 
our reverend brother Hypatius,* whom 1 am 
able to st}'le brother, not in mere conven- 
tional language, but on account of relation- 
ship, for we are of one blood. You know 
how ill he is. It distresses me to think that 
all hope of comfort is cut off* for him, as those 
who have the gifts of healing have not been 
allowed to apply their usual remedies in his 
case. Wherefore again he implores the aid 
of your prayers. Receive my entreaty that 
you will give him the usual protection alike 
for your own sake, for you are always kind 
to the sick, and for mine who am [petitioning 
on his behalf. If possible, summon to your 
side the very holy brethren that he may be 
treated under your own eyes. If this be 
impossible, be so good as to send him on 
with a letter, and recommend him to friends 
further on. 

LETTER XXXII.' 
To Sophronius the Master} 
I. Ouii God — beloved brother, Gregory 

* Placed in 369. cf. note on Letter ccxxxvt. 

* Nothing' more is known of this Hypatius. Grei^orr of 
Nazianzus (£r/. 19a) writes to a curreiipondent of the same 
name. * Placed in 369. 

« i.e. Magister officiorum, Sophronius was a fellow student 
with Basil at Athens, and a friend of Gregory of Naaianaus. 
He secured the favour of Valens, who was staying at Caesarea 
in 565, by conveying him inlelli.i;ence of the usurpation of 
Procopius at Constantinople. (Amm. Mure. xxv. 0.) On the 
circumstances which gave rise to this letter, cf, Gre^. Naz., 
Ep. xviii. Letters Ixxvt., xcvi., clxxvii., clxxx., cxoi., and 
cclxxii. are addressed to the same correspondent, the Icii^t, as 
it will be seen, indicating a breac.t in their long friendship. 
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the bishop,' shares the troubles of the times, 
for he too, like everybody else, is distressed 
at successive outrages, and resembles a man 
bufleted by unexpected blows. For men 
who have no fear of God, possibly forced by 
the greatness of their troubles, are reviling 
him, on the ground that they have lent Csesa- 
rius ' money. It is not indeed the question 
of any loss which is serious, for he has long 
learnt to despise riches. The matter rather 
is that those who have so freely distributed 
all the eftects of CaBsarius that were worth 
anything, after really getting very little, 
because his property was in the hands of 
slaves, and of men of no better character 
than slaves, did not leave much for the exec- 
utors.' This little they supposed to be 
pledged to no one, and straightway spent it 
on the poor, not only from their own prefer- 
ence, but because of the injunctions of the 
dead. For on his death bed Caesarius is de- 
clared to have said ** I wish my goods to 
belong to the poor,'* In obedience then to 
the wishes of Csesarius they made a proper 
distribution of them. Now, with the poverty 
of a Christian, Gregory is immersed in the 
bustle of a chafferer. So I bethought me of re- 
porting the matter to your excellency, in order 
that you may state what you think proper 
about Gregory to the Comes Thesaurorum, 
and so may honour a man whom you have 
known for many years, glorify the Lord who 
takes as done to Himself what is done to His 
servants, and honour me who nm specially 
bound to you. You will, I hope, of your 
great sagacity devise a means of relief from 
these outrageous people and intolerable an- 
noyances. 

2. No one is so ignorant of Gregory as to 
have any unworthy suspicion of his giving an 
inexact account of the circumstances because 
he is fond of money. We have not to go far 
to find a proof of his liberality. What is 
left of the property of Cse sarins he gladly 
abandons to the Treasury, so that the prop- 
erty' may be kept there, and the Treasurer 
may give answer to those who attack it and 
demand their proofs ; for we are not adapted 
for such business. Your excellency may be 
informed that, so long as it was possible, no 
one went away without getting what he 
wanted, and each one carried off what he 
demanded without any difficulty. The con- 

i The word Episoopns in this and !n the followinif letter it 
Supposed by Maran to nave crept into the text from the marg^in. 
Qnifory of Nazianzus is referred to, who was not then a 
bishop. Gre^ry the Elder, bishop of Nazianzus, was in 
good circumstances, and had not adopted the monastic life. 

*c/. LetUr xxvi. Caesarios died in 368, leaving his brother 
Gregory as executor. 

ST09roi<. So the MSS., but the editors here substituted 
tMTM,i>. Gregory, and similarly the singular in the following 
words. 



sequence indeed was that a good many were 
sorry that they had not asked for more at 
first ; and tliis made still more objectors, for 
with the example of the earlier successful 
applicants before them, one false claimant 
starts up after another. I do then entreat 
your excellency to make a stand against all 
this and to come in, like some intervening 
stream, and solve the continuity of these 
troubles. You know how best you will help 
matters, and need not wait to be instructed 
by me. I am inexperienced in the affairs of 
this life, and cannot see my way out of our 
difficulties. Of your great wisdom discover 
some means of help. Be our counsellor. Be 
our champion. 

LETTER XXXIIL' 

To Aburgius,* 

Who knows so well as you do how to 
respect an old friendship, to pay reverence 
to virtue, and to sympathise with the sick? 
Now my God-beloved brother Gregory the 
bishop has become involved in matters 
which would be under any circumstances 
disagreeable, and are quite foreign to his 
bent of mind. I have therefore thought it 
best to throw myself on your protection, 
and to endeavour to obtain from you some 
solution of our difficulties. It is really an 
intolerable state of things that one who is 
neither by nature nor inclination adapted 
for anything of the kind should be compelled 
to be thus responsible; that demands for 
money should be made on a poor man ; and 
that one who has long determined to pass 
his life in retirement should be dragged into 
publicity. It would depend upon your wise 
counsel whether you think it of any use to 
address the Comes Thesaurorum or any other 
persons. 

LETTER XXXIV.* 

To EusebiuSf bishop of Samosata. 

How could I be silent at the present junc- 
ture ? And if I cannot be silent, how am I. 
to find utterance adequate to the circum- 
stances, so as to make my voice not like a 
mere groan but rather a lamentation intelli- 
gibly indicating the greatness of the misfort- 

1 Placed in 360. 
• *e/. Ep. xxxiii., Ixxr., cxlvii., dxxviii., ccciv., and also 
czcvi., though the last is also attributed to Greg. Naz. He 
was an important lay compatriot of Basil. Tillemontwas of 
opinion that the dear brother Gregory referred to in this letter 
is Gregory of Nyssa; but M»ran poinls out that the events 
referred to are the same as those described in LetUr xxxii., 
and supposes the word epUcotus to have heen inserted by a 
commentator. • Placed in ^69. 



136 



BASIL. 



une? Ah me! Tarsus is undone.' This 
is II trouble grievous to be borne, but it does 
not come alone. It is still harder to think 
that a city so placed as to be united with 
Cilicia, Cappadocia, and Assyria, should be 
lightly thrown away by the madness of two 
or three individuals, while you are all the 
while hesitating, settling what to do, and 
looking at one another's faces. It would 
have been far better to do like the doctors. 
(I have been so long an invalid that I have 
no lack of illustrations of this kind.) When 
their patients' pain becomes excessive they 
produce insensibility; so should we pray 
that our souls may be made insensible to 
the pain of our troubles, that we be not put 
under unendurable agony. In these hard 
straits I do not fail to use one means of con- 
solation. I look to your kindness; I try to 
make my troubles milder by my thought and 
recollection of you.* When the eyes have 
looke.l intently on any brilliant objects it 
relieves them to turn again to what is blue 
and green ; the recollection of your kindness 
and attention has just the same effect on my 
soul ; it is a mild treatment that takes away 
my pain. I feel this the more when I re- 
flect that you individually have ddne all that 
man could do. You have satisfactorily 
shewn us, men, if we judge thii^gs fairly, 
that the catastrophe is in no way due to you 
personaH)'. The reward which you have 
won at God's hand for your zeal for right 
is no small one. May the Lord grant you 
to me and to His churches to the improve- 
ment of life and the guidance of souls, and 
may He once more allow me the privilege of 
meeting you. 

LETTER XXXV.* 

Without address. 

I HAVE written to you about many people 
as belonging to myself; now I mean to write 
about more. The poor can never fail, and 
I can never say, no. There is no one more 
intimately associated with me, nor better able 
to do me kindnesses wherever he has the 
ability, than the reverend brother Leontius. 
So treat his house as if you had found me, 
not in that poverty in which now by God's 
help I am living, but endowed with wealth 

1 Silvanus, Metropnlitan of Tarsus, one ol the best of the 
Seini-Arians (Ath.. Z>« SynoJ. 41), died, accordinif to Tille- 
mnnt, in 173, accordini; to Maran four years earlier, and was 
succeeded by an Arian ; but events did not turn out so disas* 
trously as Basil had anticipated. The majority of the pres. 
byters were true to the Catholic cause, and Basil maintained 
friendship and intercourse with them. cf. Letters Ixvii., cxiii., 
cxiv. 

* Basil Is supposed to have in the meanwhile airried out 
his previously-expressed intention of paying Eusebius a visit. 

* Placed before 370. 



and landed property. There is no doubt 
that you would not have made me poor, 
but would have taken care of what I had, or 
even added to my possessions. This is the 
way I ask you to behave in the house of 
Leontius. You will get your accustomed 
reward from me; my prayers to the holy 
God for the trouble you are taking in shew- 
ing yourself a good man and true, and in an- 
ticipating the supplication of the needy. 

LETTER XXXVL* 

Without address. 

It has, I think, been long known to your 
excellency that the presbyter of this place 
is a foster brother of my own. What more 
can I say to induce you. in your kindness, to 
view him with a friendly eye, and give him 
help in his affairs? If you love me, as I 
know you do, I am sure that you will en- 
deavour, to the best of your power, to relieve 
any one whom I look upon as a second self. 
What then do I ask ? That he do not lose 
his old rating. Really he takes no little 
trouble in ministering to my necessities, be- 
cause I, as you know, have nothing of my 
own, but depend upon the means of my 
friends and relatives. Look, then, upon my 
brother's house as you would on mine, or 
let me rather say, on your own. In return 
for your kindness to him God will not cease 
to help alike yourself, your house, and your 
family. Be sure that I am specially anxious 
lest any injury should be done to him by the 
equalization of rates. 

LETTER XXXVIL* 

Without address. 

I LOOK with suspicion on the multiplica- 
tion of letters. Against my will, and be- 
cause I cannot resist the importunity of 
petitioners, I am compelled to speak. I 
write because I can think of no other means 
of relieving myself than by assenting to the 
supplications of those who are always asking 
letters from me. I am really afraid lest, 
since many are carrying letters off, one of 
the many be reckoned to be that brother. 
I have, I own, many friends and relatives in 
my own country, and I am placed in loco 
parentis by the position* which the Lord 
has given me. Among them is this my foster 

» Placed before J70. 

* Of the same time as the precedin|r. 

s By some supposed to be that of a oishop ; but Maran, who 
dates the letter before the episcopate, thinks the use of the 
phrase is justified by our unoerstanding the presbyterate to be 
meant. Vid€ Prole^mena. 
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brother, son of my nurse, and I pray that 
the house in which I was brought up may re- 
main at its old assessment, so that the sojourn 
among us of your excellency, so oene- 
ficial to us all, may turn out no occasion of 
trouble to him. Now too I am supported 
from the same house, because I have nothing 
of my own, but depend upon those who 
love rae. I do then entreat you to spare the 
house in which I was nursed as though you 
were keeping up the supply of support for 
me. May God in return grant you His 
everlasting rest. One thing however, and 
it is most true, I think your excellency ought 
to know, and that is that the greater number 
of the slaves were given him from the out- 
set by us, as an equivalent for my suste- 
nance, by the gift of my father and mother. 
At the same time this was not to be re- 
garded as an absolute gift ; he was only to 
have the use for life, so that, if anything 
serious happen to him on their account, he 
is at liberty to send them back to me, and 
I shall thus in another way be responsible 
for rates and to collectors. 



LETTER XXXVIII. » 

To his Brother Gregory ^ concerning the differ- 
ence between ovala and vndaraaiq, 

1 . Many persons, in their study of the sacred 
dogmas, failing to distinguish between what 
is common in the essence or substance, and 
the meaning of the hypostases, arrive at the 
same notions, and think that it makes no 
difference whether ovaia or hypostasis be 
spoken of. The result is that some of those 
who accept statements on these subjects with- 
out any enquiry, are pleased to speak of 
*' one hypostasis," just as they do of one 
"essence" or "substance;" while on the 
other hand those who accept three hypos- 
tases are under the idea that they are 
bound in accordance with this confession, 
to assert also, by numerical analogy, three 
essences or substances. Under these cir- 
cumstances, lest you fall into similar error, 
I have composed a short treatise for you by 
way of memorandum. The meaning of the 
words, to put it shortly, is as follows : 

2. Of all nouns the sense of some, which 
are predicated of subjects plural and numeri- 
cally various, is more general ; as for instance 
man. When we so say, we employ the 
noun to indicate the common nature, and do 

> This important letter is included also amongf the works of 
Grtftorj of Njrssa, as addressed to Peter, bp. of Sebaste, 
brother of Basil and Grecrory. The Ben. note says : " Stylus 
B»Milii fetum *s*t eiamitnl." It was« moreover, referred to 
at Chaloedon as Basil's. [Mansi, 2*. vii. col, 464.] 



not confine our meaning to any one man in 
particular who is known by that name. Peter, 
for instance is no more man^ than Andrew, 
John, or James. The predicate therefore 
oeing common, and extending to all the 
individuals ranked under the same name, 
requires some note of distinction whereby we 
may understand not man in general, but Peter 
or John in particular. 

Of some nouns on the other hand the 
denotation is more limited ; and by the aid 
of the limitation we have before our minds 
not the common nature, but a limitation of 
anything, having, so far as the peculiarity 
extends, nothing in common with what is of 
the same kind; as for instance, Paul or 
Timothy. For, in a word, of this kind there 
is no extension to what is common in the 
nature; there* is a separation of certain cir- 
cumscribed conceptions from the general 
idea, and expression of them by means of 
their names. Suppose then that two or 
more are set together, as, for instance, Paul, 
Silvanus, and Timothy, and that an enquiry 
is made into the essence or substance of hu- 
manity ; no one will give one definition of 
essence or substance in the case of Paul, a 
second in that of Silvanus, and a third in that 
of Timothy ; but the same words which have 
been employed in setting forth the essence or 
substance of Paul will apply to the others 
also. Those who are described by the same 
definition of essence or substance are of the 
same essence or substance * when the en- 
quirer has learned what is common, and 
turns his attention to the differentiating pro- 
perties whereby one is distinguished from 
another, the definition by which each is 
known will no longer tally in all particulars 
with the definition of another, even though 
in some points it be found to agree. 

3. My statement, then, is this. That 
which is spoken of in a special and peculiar 
manner is indicated by the name of the hy- 
postasis. Sup|x>se we say " a man." The 
indefinite meaning of the word strikes a cer- 
tain vague sense upon the ears. The nature 
is indicated, but what subsists and is specially 
and peculiarly indicated by the name is not 
made plain. Suppose we say "Paul." We 
set forth, by what is indicated by the name, 
the nature subsisting.* 

This then is the hypostasis, or *' under^ 
standing; " not the indefinite conception of 
the essence or substance, which, because 
what is signified is general, finds no " stand- 
ing^* but the conception which by means of 

« v^ctrrwo'ai'. viroaTao-ic is derivatively that which •* stands 
under" or subsists, ft v^onjicc. cf^ my note on Theodoret, 
p. 36. 
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the expressed peculiarities gives standing 
and circumscription to the general and un- 
circumscribed. It is customary in Scrip- 
ture to make a distinction of this kind, as 
well in many other passages as in the His- 
tory of Job. When purposing to narrate 
the events of his life, Job first mentions the 
common, and says *' a man ; " then he 
straightway particularizes by adding *' a 
certain." ' As to the description of the 
essence, as having no bearing on the scope 
of his work, he is silent, but by means of 
particular notes of identity, mentioning the 
place and points of character, and such 
external qualifications as would individualize, 
and separate from the common and general 
idea, he specifies the *' certain man," in 
such a way that from name, place, mental 
qualities, and outside circumstances, the de- 
scription of the man whose life is being 
narrated is made in all particulars perfectly 
clear. If he had been giving an account of 
the essence, there would not in his explana- 
tion of the nature have been any mention of 
these matters. The same moreover would 
have been the account that there is in the 
case of Bildad the Shuhitc, and Zophar the 
Naamathite, and each of the men there 
mentioned.* Transfer, then, to the divine 
dogmas the same standard of difference 
which you recognise in the case both of es- 
sence and of hypostasis in human affairs, 
and you will not go wrong. Whatever your 
thought suggests to you as to the mode of the 
existence of the Father, you will think also in 
the case of the Son, and in like manner too of 
the Holy Ghost. For it is idle to halt the 
mind at any detached conception from the 
conviction that it is beyond all conception.* 
For the account of the uncreate and of the in- 
comprehensible is one and the same in the 
case of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost. For one is not more incompre- 
hensible and uncreate than another. And 
since it is necessary, by means of the notes of 
differentiation, in the case of the Trinity, to 
keep the distinction unconfounded, we shall 
not take into consideration, in order to esti- 
mate that which differentiates, what is con- 
templated in common, as the uncreate, or 
what is beyond all comprehension, or any 
quality of this nature ; we shall only direct 
our attention to the enquiry by what means 
each particular conception will be lucidly 
and distinctly separated from that which is 
conceived of in common. 

4. Now the proper way to direct our in- 

«Johl. i.LXX. «Jobii. II. 

s The MSS. vary a« to this parenthetical clause, and are 
aipo irentlv corrupt. Tue rcndenu|f ajovc is coujcctural, but 
u«Jt :>aUsfactory, 



vestigation seems to me to be as follows 
We say that every good thing, which bj 
God's providence befalls us, is an operation 
of the Grace which worketh in us all things 
as the apostle says, ^^ But all these worketl 
that one and the self same Spirit dividing tc 
every man severally as he will." ' If w< 
ask, if the supply of good things which thu: 
comes to the saints has its origin in the Hob 
Ghost alone, we are on the other hanc 
guided by Scripture to the belief that of th< 
supply of the good things which are wrough 
in us through the Holy Ghost, the Originatoi 
and • Cause is the Only-begotten God ; " foi 
we are taught by Holy Scripture that ** AI 
things were made by Him,' and *' by Hinr 
consist."* When we are exalted to thij 
conception, again, led bv God-inspired 
guidance, we are taught that by that powei 
all things are brouglit from non-being intc 
being, but yet not by that power to th< 
exclusion of origination.* On the othei 
hand there is a certain power subsisting 
without generation and without origina- 
tion,* which is the cause of the cause of 
all things. For the Son, by whom are all 
things, and with whom the Holy Ghost is 
inseparably conceived of, is of the Father.^ 
For it is not possible for any one to conceive 
of the Son if he be not previously enlight- 
ened by the Spirit. Since, then, the Holy 
Ghost, from Whom all the supply of good 
things for creation has its source, is attached 
to the Son, and with Him is inseparably ap- 
prehended, and has Its* being attached to 
the Father, as cause, from Whom also It pro- 
ceeds ; It has this note of Its peculiar hypos- 
tatic nature, that It is known after the Son* 
and together with the Son, and that It has 
Its subsistence of the Father. The Son, 
Who declares the Spirit proceeding from the 
Father through Himself and with Himself, 
shining forth alone and by only-begetting 
from the unbegotten light, so far as the 
peculiar notes are concerned, has nothing 
in common either with the Father or with 

^i Cor. xii. II. 

s h ^oi^yci'i^ 0c6c is the reading' of the Sinaitic and Vatican 
MSS. in John i. iS. The insertion f the words ovAc o vtoc, 
adopted dv R.V. in Matt. xxiv. 36, but of which St. Basil 
knowii nntnin}(,as appears from his argument on thediffervnce 
b«t%veen the statements of St. Matthew and St. Mark on this 
subject in LtiUr ccxzzvi., is supported by these same two 
MSS. 

»J[ohni. 3. ^ *Col. i.17. * ai^x**<* 

* aycfKiTTiac ical ayapx«0« v^tvrmva, 

1 For similar sUtement% bpr St. Basil, cf, D« Sp, S. p. 
cf. also Cont. Eunom. i: cveijif yftp anh tow narob^ 19 apx9 ^V 
vi^, KATft toDto ikti^mv h varifp »n olrioc itat apxij. 

* cf, notes, pp. 15, a4. 

* (i«T& rbv vtoy. So the Benedictine text with four MSS. in 
the Paris Library, and the note. ** fi^ra row viov *' is a readini; 
which is inadmissible, repeatinf? as it does the sense of the 
following clause cat <rvy avrtj*. The sensft in which the Son is 
both *' after the Son " and *■ with the Son ** is cxplain(>d further 
on by St. Basil, where he says that the three Persons ar« 
known in consecution of order but iu conjunction of nature. 
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the Holy Ghost. He alone is known by 
the stated signs. But God, Who is over all, 
alone has, as one special mark of His own 
hypostasis, His being Father, and His de- 
riving His hypostasis' from no cause; and 
through this mark He is peculiarly known. 
Wherefore in the communion of the sub- 
stance we maintain that there is no mutual 
approach or intercommunion of those notes 
of indication perceived in the Trinity, where- 
by is set forth the proper peculiarity of the 
Persons delivered in the faith, each of these 
bcin<j distinctively apprehended by His own 
notes. Hence, in accordance with the stated 
si^iis of indication, discovery is made of the 
separation of the hypostases ; while so far 
as relates to the infinite, the incomprehensi- 
ble, the uncreate, the uncircumscribed, and 
similar attributes, there is no variableness 
in the life-giving nature ; in that, I mean, of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, but in Them 
is seen a ceii:ain communion indissoluble and 
continuous. And by the same considerations, 
'whereby a reflective student could perceive 
the greatness of any one of the (Persons) be- 
lieved in in the Holy Trinity, he will proceed 
without variation. Beholding; the glory in 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, his mind all 
the w^hile recognises no void interval wherein 
it may travel between Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, for there is nothing inserted between 
Them ; nor beyond the divine nature is there 
anything so subsisting as to be able to divide 
that nature from itself by the interposition of 
any foreign matter. Neither is there any 
vacuum of interval, void of subsistence, which 
can make a break in the mutual harmony of 
the divine essence, and solve the continuity 
by the interjection of emptiness. He who 
perceives the Father, and perceives Him by 
Himself, has at the same time mental per- 
ception of the Son ; and he who receives the 
Son does not divide Him from the Spirit, 
but, in consecution so far as order is con- 
cerned, in conjunction so far as nature is 
concerned, expresses the faith commingled 
in himself in the three together. He who 
makes mention of the Spirit alone, embraces 
also in this confession Him of whom He is 
the Spirit. And since the Spirit is Christ's 
and of God,' as says Paul, then just as he 
who lavs hold on one end of the chain pulls 
the other to him, so he who "draws the 
Spirit," * as says the prophet, by His means 
draws to him at the same time both the Son 
and the Father. And if any one verily 
receives the Son, he will hold Him on both 

> vrotfT^roi. * Rom. viii. 9; l Cor. ii. la. 

s ApiMrently a mistaken interpretatioa of the L.XX. ver. 
tion or Pa. cxix. i )i . «iA«v(ra wptvfi* = ** I drew breath.'* A.V. 
and R.V.»** I panted." Vvdg,,aitrajetsfintitm, I 



sides, the Son drawing towards him on the 
one His own Father, and on the other His 
own Spirit. For He who eternally exists in 
the Father can never be cut off from the 
Father, nor can He who worketh all things 
by the Spirit ever be disjoined from His own 
Spirit. JLikewise moreover he who receives 
the Father virtually receives at the same 
time both the Son and the Spirit ; for it is in 
no wise possible to entertain the idea of 
severance or division, in such a way as that 
the Son should be thought of apart from the 
Father, or the Spirit be disjoined from the 
Son. But the communion and the distinc- 
tion apprehended in Them are, in a certain 
sense, ineffable and inconceivable, the con- 
tinuity of nature being never rent asunder by 
the distinction of the hypostases, nor the 
notes of proper distinction confounded in 
the community of essence. Marvel not then 
at my speaking of the same thing as being 
both conjoined and parted, and thinking as 
it were darkly in a riddle, of a certain* new 
and strange conjoined separation and sepa- 
rated conjunction. Indeed, even in objects 
perceptible to the senses, any one who ap- 
proaches the subject in a candid and uncon* 
tentious spirit, may find similar conditions 
of things. 

5. Yet receive what I say as at best a 
token and reflexion of the truth ; not as the 
actual truth itself. For it is not possible 
that there should be complete correspond- 
ence between what is seen m the tokens and 
the objects in reference to which the use of 
tokens is adopted. Why then do I say that 
an analogy of the separate and the conjoined 
is found in objects perceptible to the senses ? 
You have before now, in springtime, beheld 
the brightness of the bow in the cloud ; the 
bow, I mean, which, in our common par- 
lance, is called Iris, and is said by persons 
skilled in such matters to be formed when 
a certain moisture is mingled with the air, 
and the force of the winds expresses what 
is dense and moist in the vapour, after it 
has become cloudy, into rain. The bow is 
said to be formed as follows. When the 
sunbeam, afler traversing obliquely the 
dense and darkened portion of the cloud- 
formation, has directly cast its own orb on 
some cloud, the radiance is then reflected 
back from what is moist and shining, and 
the result is a bending and return, as it 
were, of the light upon itself. For flame- 
like flashings are so constituted that if they 

^•MTircp «K aiKty/utari. cf- I Cor. xiii. la. fy aivCyfian or «^ 
alyiyfLanty, aa in ifisch., A^. iii3=by dark hints. The bold 
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fall on any smooth surface they are refracted 
on themselves ; and the shape of the sun, 
which by means of the beam is formed on 
the moist and smooth part of the air, is 
round. The necessary consequence there- 
fore is that the air adjacent to the cloud is 
marked out by means of the radiant brill- 
iance in conformity with the shape of the 
sun's disc. Now this brilliance is both 
continuous and divided. It is of many 
colours ; it is of many forms ; it is insensi- 
bly steeped in the variegated bright tints of 
its dye; imperceptibly abstracting from our 
vision the combmation of many coloured 
things, with the result that no space, mixing 
or parting within itself the difference of col- 
our, can be discerned either between blue and 
flame-coloured, or between flame-coloured 
and red, or between red and amber. For 
all the rays, seen at the same time, are far 
shining, and while they give no signs of their 
mutual combination, are incapable of being 
tested, so that it is impossible to discover 
the limits of the flame-coloured or of the 
emerald portion of the light, and at what 
point each originates before it appears as it 
does in glory. As then in the token we 
clearly distinguish the difference of the col- 
ours, and yet it is impossible for us to 
apprehend by Our senses any interval be- 
tween them ; so in like manner conclude, 
I pray you, that you' may reason concerning 
the divine dogmas; that the peculiar prop- 
erties of the hypostases, like colours seen 
in the Iris, flash their brightness on each of 
the Persons Whom we believe to exist in the 
Holy Trinity ; but that of the proper nature 
no difference can be conceived as existing 
between one and the other, the peculiar 
characteristics shining, in community of 
essence, upon each. Even in our example, 
the essence emitting the many-coloured 
radiance, and refracted by the sunbeam, was 
one essence ; it is the colour of the phaiiiom- 
enon which is multiform. My argument 
thus teaches us, even by the aid of the 
visible creation, not to feel distressed at 
points of doctrine whenever we meet with 
questions difficult of solution, and when at the 
thought of accepting what is proposed to us, 
our brains begin to reel. In regard to visi- 
ble objects experience appears better than 
theories of causation, and so in matters 
transcending all knowledge, the apprehen- 
sion of argument is inferior to the faith 
which teaches us at once the distinction in 
hypostasis and the conjunction in essence. 
Since then our discussion has included both 
what is common and what is distinctive in 
the Holy Trinity, the common is to be 



understood as referring to the essence ; the 
hypostasis on the other hand is the several 
distinctive sign.' 

6. It may however be thought that the 
account here given of the hypostasis does 
not tally with the sense of the Apostle*s 
words, where he says concerning the Lord 
that He is " the brightness of His glor}', and 
the express image of His person,"* for if 
we have taught hypostasis to be the conflux 
of the several properties; and if it is con- 
fessed that, as in the case of the Father 
something is contemplated as proper and 
peculiar, whereby He alone is known, so 
m the same way is it believed about the 
Only-begotten ; how then does Scripture in 
this place ascribe the name of the hypostiisis 
to the Father alone, and describes the Son 
as form of the hypostasis, and designated 
not by His own proper notes, but by those 
of the Father? For if the hypostasis is the 
sign of several existence, and the property 
of the Father is confined to the unbegotten 
being, and the Son is fashioned according 
to His Father's properties, then the term 
unbegotten can no longer be predicated 
exclusively of the Father, the existence of 
the Only-begotten being denoted by the 
distinctive note of the Father. 

7. My opinion is, however, that in this 
passage the Apostle's argument is directed 
to a different end ; and it is looking to this 
that he uses the terms "brightness of j^lory," 
and *' express image of person." Whoever 
keeps this carefully in view will find nothing 
that clashes with what I have said, but that 
the argument is conducted in a special and 
peculiar sense. For the object of the 
apostolic argument is not the distinction of 
the hypostases from one another by means 
of the apparent notes; it is rather the 
apprehension of the natural, inseparable, 
and close relationship of the Son to the 
Father. He does not say " Who being the 
glory of the Father " (although in truth He 
is) ; he omits this as admitted, and then 
in the endeavour to teach that we must not 
think of one form of glory in the case of the 
Fatiier and of another in that of the Son, 
He defines the glory of the Only-begotten 
as the brightness of the glory of the Father, 
and, by the use of the example of the light, 
causes the Son to be thought of in indisso- 

1 The scientific part of the analogy of the rainbow is of 
course obsolete and valueless. The it^neral principle holds 
good that what is bryond comprehension in theolosv finds its 
parallel in what is beyond comprehension in the visible world. 
We are not to be stavrifered ana turn dizzy in either sphere of 
thouffht at the discovery that we have reached a limit beyond 
which thought cannot go. We may live in a finite world, 
thoueh infinite space is beyond our powers of thought : we mav 
trust m God revealed in the Trinity, thoueh we cannot analyse 
or define Him. > Heb. i. x. 



LETTERS. 



141 



luble association with the Father. For just 
as the brightness is emitted by the flame, 
and the brightness is not afler the flame, 
but at one and the same moment the 
flame shines and the light beams brightly , 
so does the Apostle mean* the Son to be 
thought of. as deriving existence from the 
Father, and yet the Only-begotten not to 
be divided from the existence of the Father 
by any intervening extension in space, but 
the caused to be always conceived of to- 
gether with the cause. Precisely in the 
same manner, ae though by way of inter- 
pretation of the meaning of the preceding 
cause, and with the object of guiding us to 
the conception of the invisible by means of 
material examples, he speaks also of ^^ ex- 
press image of person." For as the body 
IS wholly in form, and yet the definition of 
the body and the definition of the form 
are distinct, and no one wishing to give 
the definition of the one would be found in 
agreement with that of the other ; and yet, 
even if in theory you separate the form 
from the body, nature does not admit of 
the distinction, and both are inseparably 
apprehended; just so the Apostle thinks 
that even if the doctrine of the faith repre- 
sents the difference of the hypostases as 
unconfounded and distinct, he Is bound by 
his language to set forth also the continuous 
and as it were concrete relation of the Only- 
"begotten to the Father. And this he states, 
not as though the Only-begotten had not 
also a hypostatic being, but in that the 
union does not admit of anything inter- 
vening between the Son and the Father, 
with the result that he, who with his soul's 
eyes fixes his gaze earnestly on the express 
image of the Only-begotten, is made percep- 
tive also of the hypostasis of the Father. 
Yet the prof)er quality contemplated in 
them is not subject to change, nor yet to 
commixture, in such wise as that we should 
attribute either an origin of generation to 
the Father or an origin without generation 
to the Son, but so that if we could compass 
the impossibility of detaching one from the 
other, that one might be apprehended sev- 
erally and alone, for, since the mere name 
implies the Father, it is not possible that 
any one should even name the Son without 
apprehending the Father.' 

8. Since then, as says the Lord in the 
Gospels,' he that , hath seen the Son sees 
the Father also ; on this account he says 
that the Only-begotten is the express image 

1 7*he simpler explnnatinn of the use of the word hypos- 
tasis in the passai^e under discussion is that it has the earUer 
sense, equivalent to ovo'to. cf, Athan., Or, c. Ar. iii. 65, iv. 33, 
%3adAd,Af0M,^ sjohnxly.9. 



of His Father's person. That this may 
be made still plainer I will quote also 
other passages of the apostle in which he 
calls the Son '* the image of the invisible 
God,"' and again "image of His good- 
ness ; " • not because the image differs from 
the Archetype according to the definition of. 
indivisibility and goodness, but that it may 
be shewn that it is the same as the prototype, 
even though it be different. For the idea 
of the image would be lost were it not to pre- 
serve throughout the plain and invariable 
likeness. He therefore that has perception 
of the beauty of the image is made per- 
ceptive of the Archetype. So he, who has, 
as it were mental apprehension of the form 
of the Son, prints the express image of the 
Father's hypostasis, beholding the latter in 
the former, not beholding in the reflection 
the unbegotten being of the Father (for thus 
there would be complete identity and no 
distinction), but gazing at the unbegotten 
beauty in the Begotten. Just as he who in 
a polished mirror beholds the reflection of 
the form as plain knowledge of the repre- 
sented face, so he, who has knowledge of the 
Son, through his knowledge of the Son 
receives in his heart the express image of the 
Father's Person. For all things that are the 
Father'5 are beheld in the Son, and all things 
that are the Son's are the Father's ; because 
the whole Son is in the Father and has all 
the Father in Himself.' Thus the hypostasis 
of the Son becomes as it were form and face 
of the knowledge of the Father, and the 
hypostasis of the Father is known in the 
form of the Son, while the proper quality 
which is contemplated therein remains for 
the plain distinction of the hypostases. 

LETTER XXXIX.* 
Julian * to Basil, 
The proverb says " You are not pro- 

»Col. i. 15. 

s This phrase is not in the Epistles, nor indeed does the 
substantive ayadon^f occur in the N.T. at all. ** Imafi^e of bis 
^xxlnesa '* is tiken from Wisdom vii. a6, and erroneously in 
eluded among^ the " words of the Apostle." 

*f^. John xiv. II. 

* To'ce placed probably in 163, if genuine. 

B These Letters are placed in this order by the Ben. Editors 
as being written, if genuine, before Busil's episcopate. Maran 
( Vita S. Bas. Cap. ii.) is puzzled at Basil's assertion in xli. 
that he learned the Bible with Julian, and points out that at 
Athens they devoted themselves to profane literature. But this 
may have allowed intervals for other work. In 344, when Basil 
was at Caesarea, Julian was relegated by Constantius to the 
neighbouring fortress of Macellum, and there, with his elder 
half-broiher Gallus, spent six years in compulsory retirement. 
Sozomen tells us that the brothers studied the Scriptures and 
became Readers (Soz. v. a; Amm. Marc. xv. 2, 7). Their 
seclusion, in which they were reduced to the society of their 
own household (Greg. Naz.. Or. iii., Julian, Ad Aih. ayi c), 
may not have been so complete as to prevent all intercourse 
with a harmless schoolboy like Basil. ^ ** Malgri PaMtkoriU de 
dom Maran ^ nous crayons avec TilUmont^ Dnponi ei M, 
Albert de BrogUe^^qut cetU lettre a iti ritlUment adressie par 
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claiming wnr," * and, let me add, out of the 
comedy, '" O messenger of golden words."' 
Come then ; prove this in act, and hasten to 
me. You will come as friend to friend. 
Conspicuous and unremitting devotion to 
business seems, to those that treat it as of 
secondary importance, a heavy burden ; yet 
the diligent are modest, as I persuade 
myself, sensible, and ready for any emer- 
gency. I allow myself relaxation, so that even 
rest may be permitted to one who neglects 
nothing. Our mode of life is not marked 
by the court hypocrisy, of which I think you 
have had some experience, and in accord- 
ance with which compliments mean deadlier 
hatred than is felt to our worst foes ; but, 
with becoming freedom, while we blame 
and rebuke where blame is due, we love 
with the love of the dearest friends. I may 
therefore, let me say, with all sincerity, 
both be dili^rent in relaxation and, when at 
work, not get worn out, and sleep secure ; 
since when awake I do not wake more for 
myself, than, as is fit, for every one else. I 
am afraid this is rather silly and trifling, as 
I feel rather lazy, (I praise myself like 
Astydamas') but I am writing to prove to 
you that to have the pleasure of seeing you, 
wise man as you are, will be more likely to 
do me good than to cause any difficulty. 
Therefore, as I have said, lose no time ; 
travel post haste. After you have paid me 
as long a visit as you like, you shall go on 
your journey, whithersoever you will, with 
my best wishes. 

LETTER XL* 



Julian to Basil. 

While showing up to the present time 
the gentleness and benevolence which have 
been natural to me from my boyhood, I 
have reduced all who dwell beneath the 
sun to obedience. For lo! every tribe of 
barbarians to the shores of ocean has come 
to lay its gifts before my feet. So too 
the Sagadares who dwell beyond the 
Danube, wondrous with their bright tattoo- 
ing, and hardly like human beings, so wild 
and strange are they, now grovel at my feet, 
and pledge themselves to obey all the behests 
my sovereignt}* imposes on them. I have a 

7«//Vif, nom aun komonyme de St. Pasii* mats h St. PasfU 
Ini-memt.** £tude kistorique et littirairt sur St. Basiir. 
Fialon. 

1 i.e. "your words are friendly.** cf. Plat., L€gg> 70a D. 
ov iroAcfiiii' yc crayvcAActc, & KAcikcu 

* S» xov<rov ayyeiAaf irrthy, Aristoph., Pint. a^S. 

» A playwright of Athens, who put a hoastful episrram on 
his own stiilue, and became a byword for selt-praise. Vide 
Suidas 5.7., travrhv inanvti^. 

* If genuine, which is exceedingly doubtful, this letter 
V70uld l^ placed in the June or July ot 36a. 



further object. I must as soon as possible 
march to rersia and rout and make a tribu- 
tary of that Sapor, descendant of Darius. 
I mean too to devastate the country of the 
Indians and the Saracens until they all ac- 
knowledge my superiority and become my 
tributaries. You, however, profess a wisdom 
above and beyond these things; you call 
yourself clad with piety, but your clothing 
is really impudence, and everywhere you 
slander me as one unworthy of the imperial 
dignity. Do you not know that I am the 
grandson of tlie illustrious Constantius? ' I 
know this of you, and yet I do not change 
the old feelings which I had to you, and you 
to me in the days when we were both 
young.* But of my merciful will I command 
that a thousand pounds of gold be sent me 
from you, when I pSss by Cacsarea ; for I 
am still on the march, and with all possible 
dispatch am hurrying to the Persian cam- 
paign. If you refuse I am prepared to 
destroy Csesarea, to overthrow the buildings 
that have long adorned it ; to erect in their 
place temples and statues ; and so to induce 
all men to submit to the Emperor of the 
Romans and not exalt themselves. Where- 
fore I charge you to send me without fail 
by the hands of some tntsty messenger the 
stipulated gold, after duly counting and 
weighing it, and sealing it with 3*our ring. 
In this way I may show mercy to you for 
your errors, if you acknowledge, however 
late, that no excuses will avail. I have 
learned to know, and to condemn, what 
once I read.* 

LETTER XLI.* 

Basil to Julian. 

I. The heroic deeds of -your present 
splendour are small, and your grand attack 
against me, or rather against yourself, is 
paltry. When I think of you robed in purple, 
a crown on your dishonouVed head, which, so 
long as true religion is absent, rather dis- 
graces than graces your empire, I tremble. 
And you yourself who have risen to be so 
high and great,, now that vile and honour- 
hating demons have brought you to this 

1 1.^. of Constantins Chlorus. Vidt pedigree prefixed to 
Theodoret in this edition, p. 34. Julian wa^ the youngest son 
of Julius Cnnstantius, hulf.bmther of Constantlne the Great. 

a The fact of the early acquaintance of Basil and Julian does 
not rest wholly on the authority of thi:i doubtful letter, r/*. 
Greg. Naz., Orat. iv. 

s A strong argument against the genuineness of this letter 
is the silence ofGregory of Nazianzus as to this demand on 
Basil {Or. v.^o^. For Julian's treatment of Caesureai, -vide 
Soznmen v. 4. Kf aran ( Vita S. Bas, vtii.) remarks that when 
Julian npproached Cassarea Basil was in his Pontic retreat. 
On the punning conclusion, vide note on Letter xli. (4 dvcyvwy 
iy¥ti»v icou Kariyvinv^ 

* If genuine, of the same date as zl. 
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pass^ have begun not only to exalt yourself 
above all human nature, but even to uplift 
yourself against God, and insult His Church, 
mother and nurse of all, by sending 
to nae, most insignificant of men, orders to 
forward you a thousand pounds of gold. I 
am not so much astonished at the weight of 
the gold, although it is very serious ; but it 
has made me shed bitter tears over your so 
rapid ruin. I bethink me how you and 
I have learned together the lessons of the 
best and holiest books. Each of us went 
through the sacred and God-inspired Scrip- 
tures. Then nothing was hid from you. 
Nowadays you have become lost to proper 
feeling, beleaguered as you are with pride. 
Your serene Highness did not find out for 
the first time yesterday that I do not live in 
the midst of superabundant wealth. To-day 
you have demanded a thousand pounds of 
goUl of me. I hope your serenity will deign 
to spare me. My property amounts to so 
much, that I really shall not have enousfh to 
eat as much as I shall like to-day. Under 
tny roof the art of cookery is dead. My ser- 
vants' knife never touches blood. The most 
iniportant viands, in which lies our abun- 
dance, are leaves of herbs with very coarse 
bread and sour wine, so that our senses are 
^ot dulled by gluttony, and do not inJulge 
in excess. 

2. Your excellent tribune Lausus, trusty 
niiaister of your orders, has also reported to 
^e that a certain woman came as a sup- 
pliant to your serenity on the occasion of the 
^eath of her son by poison ; that it has been 
judged by you that poisoners are not allowed 
to exist ; ' if any there be, that they are to 
^ destroyed, or, only those are reserved, who 
are to fight with beasts. And, this rightly 
decided by you, seems strange to me, for 
your etforts to cure the pain of great wounds 
by petty remedies are to the last degree 
ridiculous. After insulting God, it is useless 
for you to give heed to widows and orphans. 
The former is mad and dangerous ; the latter 
the part of a merciful and kindly man. It is 
a serious thing for a private individual like 
myself to speak to an emperor ; it will be 
more serious for you to speak to God. No 
one will appear to mediate between God and 
man. What you read you did not under- 
stand. If you had understood, you would 
not have condemned.' 

> ^aoioKovs mV^o^ov tlvai. The Ben. Ed. compares with the 
form of expression the phmse of St. Cyprian : ** tegfihuft vestris 
heme atqnt mtiliier censuistis delatores non^ es*e** cf. Letter 1 v. 

S*A avhfvmi ov« hfna%* ciy&p cyv«tf«t OVK kv fcarryvwc In Snz. 
V. iS, [ulian*s words, & ikvir^vtav iyvtav Kai K^riyt^v, are stated to 
have been written to * the bishops ' in reference to Apologies by 
the Tounger ApoUinarius, bp. of the Sjrrian T^aodicea (nfter. 
wards the heresiarch) and others. The reply Is credited to 
•the btshofM,' with the remark that some attribute it to Basil. 



LETTER XLII.^ 

To Chilo^ his disciple, 

1. If, my true brother, you gladly suffer 
yourself to be advised by me as to what course 
of action you should pursue, specially in the 
points in which you have referred to me for 
advice, you will owe me your salvation. 
Many men have had the courage to enter 
upon the solitary life ; but to live it out to 
the end is a task which perhaps has been 
achieved by few. The end is not necessarily 
involved in the intention ; yet in the end is the 
guerdon of the toil. No advantage, there- 
fore, accrues to men who fail to press on to 
the end of what they have in view and only 
adopt the solitary's life in its inception. 
Nay, they make their profession ridiculous, 
and are charged by outsiders with unmanli- 
ness and instability of purpose. Of these, 
moreover, the Lord says, who wishing to 
build a house '* sitteth not down first and 
counteth the cost whether he have sufficient 
to finish it.^ lest haply afler he hath laid the 
foundation and is not able to finish it," the 
passers-by " begin to mock him saying," 
this man laid a foundation " and was not 
able to finish."' Let the start, then, mean 
that you heartily advance in virtue. The 
right noble athlete Paul, wishing us not to 
rest in easy security on so much of our life 
as may have been lived well in the past, but, 
every day to attain further progress, says 
" Forgetting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things which 
are before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling." * So truly stands 
the whole of human life, not contented with 
what has gone before and fed not so much on 
the past as on the future. For how is a man 
the better for having his belly filled yester- 
day, if his natural hunger fails to find its 
proper satisfaction in food to-day? In the 
same way the soul gains nothing by yester- 
day's virtue unless it be followed by the 
right conduct of to-day. For it is said '*! 
shall judge thee as I shall find thee.** 

2. Vain then is the labour of the 
righteous man, and free from blame is the 
way of the sinner, if a change befall, and the 
former turn from the better to the worse, and 
the latter from the worse to the better. So 
we hear from Ezekiel teaching as it were in 

1 This and the four succeedintjr letters must be placed before 
the episcopate. Their i^nutneness has been contested, but 
apparently without mach reason. In one of the Parisian 
Codices the title of xlii. is ^ven with Ihe note : ** Some attri- 
bute this work to the holy Nilus." Ceillier (iv. 415-437) is of 
opinion that, so far as style Koes, they must stand or fall to. 
grether. and points out that xlvii. is cited entire as Basil's by 
Metaphrastes. 

s Luke xiv. aS, 30. * Phil. iii. 13, 14. 
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the name of the Lord, when he savs, " if the 
righteous turneth away and committcth in- 
iquity, I will not remember the . righteous- 
ness which he committed before; in his sin 
lie shall die," * and so too about the sinner ; if 
he turn away from his wickedness, and do that 
which is right, he shall live. Where were 
all the labours of God's servant Moses, when 
the gainsaying of one moment shut him out 
from entering into the promised land? What 
l^ecame of the companionship of Gehazi 
with Elissaeus, when he brought leprosy on 
himself by his covetousness ? What availed 
all Solomon's vast wisdom, and his previous 
regard for God, when afterwards from his 
mad love of women he fell into idolatry? 
Not even the blessed David was blameless, 
when his thoughts went astray and he sinned 
against the wife of Uriah. One example 
were surely enough for keeping safe one who 
is living a godly life, the fall from the better 
to the worse of Judas, who, after being so 
long Christ's disciple, for a mean gain sold his 
Master and got a halter, for himself. Learn 
then, brother, that it is not he who begins 
well who is perfect. It is he who ends well 
who is approved in God's sight. Give then no 
sleep to your eyes or slumber to your eye- 
lids ' that you may be delivered ** as a roe 
from the net and a bird from the snare." * 
For, behold, you are passing through the 
midst of snares ; you are treading on the top 
of a high wall whence a fall is perilous to 
the faller ; wherefore do not straightway at- 
tempt extreme discipline ; above all things 
beware of confidence in yourself, lest you 
fall from a height of discipline through 
want of training. It is better to advance a 
little at a time. Withdraw then by degrees 
from the pleasures of life, gradually de- 
stroying all your wonted habits, lest you 
bring on yourself a crowd of temptations by 
irritating all your passions at once. When 
you have mastered one passion, then begin 
to wage war against another, and in this 
m:inneryou will in good time get the better of 
all. Indulgence, so far as the name goes, is 
one, but its practical workings are diverse. 
First then, brother, meet every temptation 
with patient endurance. And by what 
various temptations the faithful man is 

f) roved ; by worldly loss, by accusations, by 
ies, by opposition, by calumny, by persecu- 
tion ! These and the like are the tests of the 
faithful. Further, be quiet, not rash in 
speech, not quarrelsome, not disputatious, 
not covetous of vain glory, not more anxious 



* cf. Esek. xviii. 24. 

* cf. 1*5. cxxxil, 1. 

* Prov. vi. 5, l^XX. 



to get than to give knowledge/ not a man 
of many words, but always more ready to 
learn than to teach. Do not trouble yourself 
about worldly life ; from it no good can come 
to you. It is said, *^ That roy mouth speak 
not the works of men." ' The man who is 
fond of talking about sinners' doings, soon 
rouses the desire for self indulgence ; much 
better busy yourself about the lives of good 
men for so you will get some profit for your- 
self. Do not be anxious to go travelling 
about * from village to village and house to 
house ; rather avoid them as traps for souls. 
If anyone, for true pity's sake, invite you 
with many pleas to enter his house, let him 
be told to follow the faith' of the centurion, 
who, when Jesus was hastening to him to 
perform an act of healing, besought him not 
to do so in the words, " Lord I am not 
worthy that thou shouldest come under my 
roof, but speak the word only and my servant 
shall be healed," * and when Jesus had said to 
him " Go thy way ; as thou hast believed, so 
be it done unto thee," * his servant was 
healed from that hour. Learn then, brother, 
that it was the faith of the suppliant, not the 
presence of Christ, which delivered the sick 
man. So too now, if you pray, in whatever 
place you be, and the sick man believes that 
he will be aided by your prayers, all will 
fall out as he desires. 

3. You w^ill not love your kinsfolk more 
than the Lord. *' He that loveth," He says, 
" father, or mother, or brother, more than 
me, is not worthy of me."* What is the 
meaning of the Lord's commandment? *' He 
that taketh not up his cross and followeth 
after me, cannot be my disciple ? " ' If, to- 
gether with Christ, you died to your kinsfolk 
accordingto the flesh, why do you wish to live 
with them again ? If for your kinsfolk's sake 
you are building up again what you de- 
stroj*ed for Christ's sake, you make yourself 
a transgressor. Do not then for your kins- 
folk's sake abandon your place : if you 
abandon your place, perhaps you will 
abandon your mode of life. Love not the 
crowd, nor the country, nor the town ; love 
the desert, ever abiding by yourself with no 
wandering mind,' regarding prayer and 
praise as your life's work. Never neglect 
reading, especially of the New Testament, 
because very frequently mischief comes of 

i fa^ c^ifyirruc^ a^^* ^lAovtvorof, as 8U£^g«sted by Combefis 
for 6iAoirtoTof . 

« Ps. xvl. 4. LXX. « Matt. riii. 8. 

» Another readin:; is (exbibitinsr rourselO. • Matt. viii. 13. 

* Matt. X. 37, with «6cA^vc added perhaps from Luke xiv. 
j6. 

T I.nke xiv. 27 and Mntt. x. xS. 

•For the contrary view of life, cf. 5ienecn. Kf*. 61 : " Omnia 
mohis ma/fi tolituJo ffrsmaJH : tumo est cmi mom s^nctims sti 
cum fmo/iM esse fuam secmm," 
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J^adlnoj the Old ; not because what is written 
IS harmful, but because the minds of the in- 
jured are weak. All bread is nutritious, but 
it may be injurious to the sick. Just so all 
Scripture is God inspired and profitable,* 
^nd there is nothing in it unclean : only to 
him who thinks it is unclean, to him it is 
uncJean. ** Prove all things; hold fast that 
which is good ; abstain from every form of 
eviJ.'* • »* All things are lawful but all things 
are not expedient." • Among all, with whom 
you ccDme in contact, be in all things a giver 
of no offence,* cheerful, " loving as a 
brothi^r,"* pleasant, humble-minded, never 
missing the mark of hospitality through ex- 
trava^-ance of meats, but always content with 
what is at hand. Take no more from any 
one tl-ian the daily necessaries of the solitary 
life. Above all things shun gold as the 

souFs foe, the father of sin and the agent of 
the de^Til. Do not expose yourself to the 
char^^ of covetousness on the pretence of min- 
ister! rx^ to the poor ; but, if any one brings 
you rrxoney for the poor and you know of 
any \^rlio are in need, advise the owner him- 
self to convey it to his needy brothers, lest 
haply your conscience may be defiled by the 
acceptance of money. 

4* Shun pleasures ; seek af^er continence ; 
tratti your body to hard work ; accustom 
your soul to trials. Regarding the dissolu- 
tion of soul and body as release from every 
evU, await that enjoyment of everlasting 
good things in which all the saints have 
part. Ever, as it were, holding the balance, 
against every suggestion of the devil throw 
in a holy thought, and, as the scale inclines, 
do thou go with it. Above all when the evil 
bought starts up and says, " What is the good 
0^ your passing your life in this place? 
What do you gain by withdrawing yourself 
"Om the society of men ? Do you not know 
that those, who are ordained by God to be 
"ishops of God's churches, constantly associ- 
ate with their fellows, and indefatigably at- 
^d spiritual gatherings at which those who 
*re present derive very great advantage? 
There are to be enjoyed explanations of hard 
^y^^S^s, expositions of the teachings of the 
*P08tles, interpretations of the thoughts of 
^e gospels, lessons in theology and the in- 
tercourse of spiritual brethren, who do great 
good to all they meet if only by the sight of 
their faces. You, however, who have de- 
cided to be a stranger to all these good 
things, are sitting here in a wild state like the 
beasts. You see round you a wide desert 
with scarcely a fellow creature in it, lack 

» ef. 2 Tim. iii. i6. • i Cor. vi. la. » i Pet. iii. 8. 

"iThcM. y. az,R.V. * ^. i Cor. x. 3a. 



of all instruction, estrangement from your 
brothers, and your spirit inactive in carrying 
out the commandments of God." Now, 
when the evil thought rises against you, with 
all these ingenious pretexts and wishes to 
destroy you, oppose to it in pious reflection 
your own practical experience, and say. 
You tell me that the things in the world are 
good ; the reason why I came here is because 
I judged myself unfit for the good things of 
the world. With the world's good things 
are mingled evil things, and the evil things 
distinctly have the upper hand. Once 
when I attended the spiritual assemblies I 
did with difficulty find one brother, who, so 
far as I could see, feared God, but he was a 
victim of the devil, and I heard from him 
amusing stories and tales made up to deceive 
those whom he met. After him I fell in 
with many thieves, plunderers, tyrants. I 
saw disgraceful drunkards ; I saw the blood 
of the oppressed ; I saw women's beauty, 
which tortured my chastity. From actual 
fornication I fled, but I defiled my virginity 
by the thoughts of my hemrt. I heard many 
discourses which were good for the soul, 
but I could not discover in the case of any 
one of the teachers that his life was worthy 
of his words. After this, again, I heard a 
great number of plays, which were made at- 
tractive bv wanton sonjjs. Then I heard 
a lyre sweetly played, the applause of 
tumblers, the talk of clowns, all kinds of jests 
and follies and all the noises of a crowd. I 
saw the tears of the robbed, the agony of the 
victims of tyranny, the shrieks of the tor- 
tured. I looked and lo, there was no spirit- 
ual assembly, but only a sea, wind- tossed 
and agitated, and trying to drown every one 
at once under its waves.* Tell me, evil 
thought, tell me, daemon of shoit lived pleas- 
ure and vain glory, what is the good of my 
seeing and hearing all these things, when 
I am powerless to succour any of those 
who are thus wronged ; when I am allowed 
neither to defend the helpless nor correct the 
fallen; when I am perhaps doomed to de- 
stroy myself too. For just as a very little 
fresh water is blown away by a storm of wind 
and dust, in like manner the good deeds, that 
we think we do in this life, are overwhelmed 
by the multitude of evils. Pieces acted for 
men in this life are driven through joy and 
merriment, like stakes into their hearts, so 
that the brightness of their worship is be- 
dimmed. But the wails and lamentations of 

t The Ben. note on this (gainful picture sufj^e'ests that the 
description applies to Palestine, ana compares the account of 
Jerusalem to be found in Grejfory of Nyssa's letter on Pil- 
frrimages in this edition, p. ^. On Basil's visit to the Holy 
I«aad, c/, £p. ccxxiii. $ a. 
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men wronged by their fellows are introduced 
to make a show of the patience of the poor. 

5. What good then do I get except the 
loss of my soul? For this reason I migrate 
to the hills like a bird. '^ I am escaped as 
a bird out of the snare of the fowlers." ' .1 
am living, O evil thought, in the desert in 
which the Lord lived. Here is the oak of 
Mamre ; here is the ladder going up to 
heaven, and the stronghold of the angels 
which Jacob saw ; here is the wilderness in 
which the people purified received the law, 
and so came into the land of promise and 
saw God. Here is Mount Carmel where 
Elias sojourned and pleased God. Here is the 
plain whither Esdras withdrew, and at God's 
bidding uttered all the God inspired books." 
Here is the wilderness in which the blessed 
John ate locusts and preached repentance 
to men. Here is the Mount of Olives, 
whither Christ came and prayed, and taught 
us to pray. Here is Christ the lover of the 
wilderness, for He says '* Where two or three 
are gathered together in my name there am 
I in the midst of nhem." ■ *' Here is the 
strait and narrow way which leadeth unto 
life." * Here are the teachers and prophets 
'* wandering in deserts and in mountains and 
in dens and caves of the earth." * Here are 
apostles and evangelists and solitaries* life 
remote from cities. This I have embraced 
with all my heart, that I may win what has 
been promised to Christ's martyrs and all 
His other saints, and so I may truly say, 
" Because of the words of thy lips I have 
kept hard ways." * I have heard of Abra- 
ham, God*s friend, who obeyed the divine 
voice and went into the wilderness ; of Isaac 
who submitted to authority ; of Jacob, the 
patriarch, who left his home ; of Joseph, the 
chaste, who was sold ; of the three children, 
who learnt how to fast, and fought with the 
fire ; 'of Daniel thrown twice into the lion's 
den ; ' of Jeremiah speaking boldly and 
thrown into a pit of mud ; of Isaiah, who 
saw unspeakable things, cut asunder with a 
saw ; of Israel led away captive ; of John 
the rebuker of adultery, beheaded ; of Christ's 
martyrs slain. But why say more? Here 
our Saviour Himself was crucified for our 
sakes that by His death He might give us 
life, and train and attract us all to endurance. 
To Him I press on, and to the Father and to 
the Holy Ghost. I strive to be found true, 
judging myself unworthy of this world'sgoods. 



* Ps. cxxiv. 7. 

*cf. Esdras li. 14; Irenaeus, Adv. Ffgr. iii, ai, a; Tertullian, 
D* Cult. Fam. i. 3; Clem. Alex., Strom, i. aa. 

* M:)tt. xviii. ao; a curious misapplication of the text. 
« Matt. vii. 14. • Ps. xvii. 4, LXX. 

* Heb. xi. 38. * Vide Bel and the dragon. 



And yet not I because of the world, but the 
world because of me. Think of all these 
things in your heart ; follow them with zeal ; 
fight, as you have been commanded, for the 
truth to the death. For Christ was made 
"obedient" even "unto death."* The 
Apostle says, " Take heed lest there be in 
any of you an evil heart ... in depart- 
ing from the living God. But exhort one 
another • . . (and edify one another •) 
while it is called to-day." ' To-day means 
the whole time of our life. Thus living, 
brother, you will save yourself, you will 
make me glad, and you will glorify God 
from everlasting to everlasting. Amen. 



LETTER XLIIL* 

Admonition to the Young. 

O FAITHFUL man of solitary life, and 
practiser of true religion, learn the lessons of 
the evangelic conversation, of mastery over 
the body, of a meek spirit, of purity of mind, 
of destruction of pride. Pressed into the 
service,* add to your gifts, for the Lord's 
sake ; robbed, never go to law; hated, love ; 
persecuted, endure; slandered, entreat. Be 
dead to sin ; be crucified to God. Cast all 
your care upon the Lord, that you may be 
found where are tens of thousands of angels, 
assemblies of the first-born, the thrones of 
prophets, sceptres of patriarchs, crowns of 
martyrs, praises of righteous men. Earnestly 
desire to be numbered with those rigrhteou's 
men in Christ Jesus our Lord. To Him be 
glory for ever. Amen. 



LETTER XLIV.« 

To a lapsed Monk,'' 

I . I DO not wish you joy, for there is no joy 
for the wicked. Even now I cannot believe 
it; my heart cannot conceive iniquity so 
great as the crime which you have commit- 
ted; if, that is, the truth really is what is 
generally understood. I am at a loss to think 
how wisdom so deep can have been made to 
disappear ; how such exact discipline can 
have been undone ; whence blindness so 
profound can have been shed round you ; 
how with utter inconsiderateness you have 
wrought such destruction of souls. If this 

»Phil. ii. 8. « I Thess. V. II. « Heb. iii. la, 13. 

* Ranked with the prereding, nnu of dubious genuineness. 
^ aYf'*-09v6iitvov » cf. Matt. v. 41. 

• To be ranked with the former letter. 

f One MS. adds, in a later hand, Alexint. 
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he true, you have given over your own soul 
to thj pit, and have slackened the earnest- 
ness of all who have heard of your impiety. 
You have set at noujjht the faith ; you have 
missed the glorious fight. I grieve over 
you. Whiit cleric * does not lament as he 
hears? What ecclesiastic does not beat the 
breast? What layman is not downcast? 
What ascetic is not sad? Haply, even ths 
sun has grown dark at your tall, and the 
powers of heaven have been shaken at your 
destruction. Even senseltsss stones have shed 
tears at your madness ; even your enemies 
have wept at the greatness of your iniquity. 
Oh hardness of heart I Oh cruelty I You 
did not fear God ; you did not reverence 
men ; you cared notJiing f jr your friends ; 
you made shipwreck of all at once ; at once 
you were stripped of all. Once more I 
grieve over you, unhappy man. You were 
proclaiming to all the power of the kingdom, 
and you fell from it. You were makin:^ all 
stand in fear of your teaching, and th-jre was 
no fear of God before your eyes. You were 
preaching purity, and you are found polluted. 
You were priding yourself on your poverty, 
and you are convicted of covetousness ; you 
were demonstrating and explaining the chas- 
tisement of God, and you yourself brought 
chastisement on vour own head. How am I 
to lament you, how grieve for you? How 
is Lucifer that was rising in the mornins: 
fallen and dashed on the ground ? Both the 
ears of every hearer will tingle. How is the 
Nazarite, brighter than gold, become dark 
above pitch ? How has the glorious son of 
Sion become an unprofitable vessel I Of 
him, whose memory of the sacred Scriptures 
was ill all men's moutlis, the memory to-day 
has perished with the sound. The man of 
quick intelligence has quickly perished. The 
man of manitold wit has wrought manifold 
iniquity. All who profited by your teaching 
have been injured by your fall. All who 
came to listen to your conversation have 
sto,)ped their ears at your fall. I, sorrowful 
and downcast, weakened in every way, eat- 
ing ashes for breaJ and with sackcloth on my 
wound, am thus recounting your praises ; or 
rather, with none to comfort and none to 
cure, am making an inscription for a tomb. 
For comfort is hid from my eyes. I have no 
salve, no oil, no bandage to put on. My 
wound is sore, how shall I be healed ? 

2. If you have any hope of salvation ; if 
you have the least thought of God, or any 



* ictxi^f. When first this word and it^ correlatives came to 
b« as«d of the Christian ministry it \v;is applied (j^enerally to 
the der^. cf. Letter of the Council of Illyricum in Theod., 
~ r. Hist, iv. 8, and note on Letter It v. p. 157. 



desire for good things to come ; if you have 
any fear of the chastisements reserved for the 
impenitent, awake without delay, lift up 
your eves to heaven, come to your senses, 
cease from your wickedness, shake off the 
stupor that enwraps you, make a stand 
against the foe who has struck you down. 
Make an effort to rise from the ground. Re- 
member the good Shepherd who will follow 
and rescue you. Though it be but two legs 
or a lobe of an ear,* spring back from the 
beast that has wounded yog. Remember 
the mercies of God and how He cures with 
oil and wine. Do not despair of salvation. 
Recall your recollection of how it is written 
in the Scriptures that he who is falling rises 
and he who turns away returns ;' the woundeil 
is healed, the prey of beasts escapes ; he who 
owns his sin is not rejected. The Lord 
willeth not the death of a sinner but rather 
that he should turn and live.' Do not de- 
spise, like the wicked in the pit of evil.* 
There is a lime of endurance, a time of long 
suffering, a time of healing, a time of correc- 
tion. Have you stumbled? Arise. Have 
you sinned? Cease. Do not stand in the 
way of sinners,* but spring away. When 
you are converted and groan you shall be 
saved. Out of labour comes health, out of 
sweat salvation. Beware lest, from your 
wish to keep certain obligations, you break 
the obligations to God which you professed 
before many witnesses.* Pray do not hesi- 
tate to come to me for any earthly considera- 
tions. When I have recovered my dead I shall 
lanient, I shall tend him, I will weep " be- 
cause of the spoiling of the daughter of my 
people." ' All are ready to welcome you, 
all will share your efforts. Do not sink back. 
Remember the days of old. Theie is salva- 
tion ; there is amendment. Be of good 
cheer ; do not despair. It is not a law con- 
demning to death without pity, but mercy 
remitting punishment and awaiting improve- 
ment. The doors are not yet shut ; the 
bridegroom hears ; sin is not the master. 
Make another effort, do not hesitate, have 
pity on yourself and on all of us in Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to Whom be glory and might 
now and for ever and ever. Amen. 

LETTER XLV.» 

To a lapsed Monk, 

I . I AM doubly alarmed to the very bottom 
of my heart, and you are the cause. I am 



1 cf. Amos iii. 12. 
■ f/. Jer. viii. 4. 
> rj. Cxek. xviii. -^a. 
* Prov, xviii. j, LXX. 



»r/. Ps. i. I. 
c rf, I Tim. vl. la. 
' Is xxii. 4. 
* To be ranked with the preceding*. 
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either the victim of some unkindly prepos- 
session^ and so am driven to make an unbroth- 
erly charge ; or, with every wish to feel 
for you, and to deal gently with your troubles, 
1 am forced to take a ditferent and an un- 
friendly attitude. Wherefore, even as I take 
my pen to write, I have nerved my unwilling 
hand by reflection ; but my face, dov\*ncast as 
it is, because of my sorrow over you, I have 
had no power to change. I am so covered 
with shame, for your sake, that my lips are 
turned to mourning and my mouth straight- 
way falls. Ah me ! What am I to write ? 
What shall I think in my perplexity? 

If I call to mind your former empty mode 
of life, when you were rolling in riches and 
had abundance of petty mundane reputation, 
I shudder ; then you were followed by a mob 
of flatterers, and had the short enjoyment of 
luxury, with obvious peril and unfair gain ; 
on the one hand, fear of the magistrates scat- 
tered your care for your salvation, on the 
other the agitations of public aftairs disturbed 
your home, and the continuance of troubles 
directed your mind to Him Who is able to 
help you. Then, little by little, you took to 
seeking for the Saviour, Who brings you 
fears for your good, Who delivers you and 
protects you, though you mocked Him in 
your security. Then you began to train 
yourself for a change to a worthy life, treat- 
ing all your perilous property as mere dung, 
and abandoning the care of your household, 
and the society of your wire. All abroad, 
like a stranger and a vagabond, wandering 
through town and country, you betook yo.ur- 
self to Jerusalem.* There I myself lived 
with you, and, for the toil of your ascetic dis- 
cipline, called you blessed, when fasting for 
weeks you continued in contemplation before 
God, shunning the society of your fellows, 
like a routed runaway. Then you arranged 
for yourself a quiet and solitary life, and re- 
fused all the disquiets of society. You 
pricked your body with rough sackcloth ; 
you tightened a hard belt round your loins ; 
you bravely put wearing pressure on your 
bones; you made your sides hang loose 
from front to back, and all hollow with fast- 
ing ; you would wear no soft bandage, and 
drawing in your stomach, like a gourd, made 
it adhere to the parts about your kidneys. 
You emptied out all fat from your flesh ; all 
the channels below your belly you dried 

*<y. note on Lrffrr xVii. p. 145. Mnran, Vti. S. Bas, cap. 
zii., regards this implied sojourn at Jerusalem as unfavourable 
to the genuineness of the letter; but supposing the letter to be 
genuine, and grounds to exist for doubting Basil to have 
spent any long time in the Holy Land, there seems no reason 
why " JeruMalem " may not be taken in a figurative sense for the 
coin pan ioaship of the saints. See also PtQleg* on Basil's 
baptism. 



up ; your belly itself you folded up for want 
of food ; your ribs, like the eaves of a house, 
you made to overshadow all the parts about 
your middle, and, with all your body con- 
tracted, you spent the long hours of the night 
in pouring out confession to God, and made 
your beard wet with channels of tears. Why 
particularize ? Remember how many mouths 
of saints you saluted with a kiss^ how many 
holy bodies you embraced, how many held 
your hands as undeflled, how many servants 
of God, as though in worship, ran and 
clasped you by the knees. 

2. And what is the end of all this ? My 
ears are wounded by a charge of adultery, 
flying swifter than an arrow, and piercing 
my heart with a sharper sting. What crafty 
wiliness of wizard has driven you into so 
deadly a trap? What many-meshed devil's 
nets have entangled you and disabled all the 
powers of your virtue? What has become 
of the story of your labours? Or must we 
disbelieve them ? How can we avoid giving 
credit to what has lon<j been hid when we 
see what is plain? What shall we say of 
your having by tremendous oaths bound souls 
which fled for refuge to God, when what is 
more than yea and nay is carefully attributed 
to the devil ? * You have made yourself se- 
curity for fatal perjury; and, by setting the* 
ascetic character at nought, you have cast 
blame even upon the Apostles and the very 
Lord Himself. You have shamed the boast 
of purity. You have disgraced the promise 
of chastity ; we have l^en made a tragedy of 
captives, and our story is made a play of be- 
fore Jews and Greeks. You have made a 
split m the solitaries' spirit, driving those of 
exacter discipline into fear and cowardice, 
while they still wonder at the power of the 
devil, and seducing the careless into imitation 
of your incontinence. So far as you have 
been able, you have destroyed the boast of 
Christ, Who said, *'Be of good cheer I have 
overcome the world," "and its Prince. You 
have mixed for your country a bowl of ill 
repute. Verily you have proved the truth of 
the proverb, " Like a hart stricken through 
the liver." * 

But what now? The tower of strength 
has not fallen, my brother. The remedies 
of correction are not mocked ; the city of 
refuge is not shut. Do not abide in the 
depths of evil. Do not deliver yourself to 
the slayer of souls. The Lord knows how 
to set up them that are dashed down. Do 
not trv to flee afar oflf, but hasten to me. 
Resume once more the labours of your youth, 

1 cf. Matt. V. 37. s John xvi. 33. * cf» Prov. vii. aa, aj, T.XX. 
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and by a fresh course* of good deeds destroy 
the indulgence that creeps foully along the 
ground. Look to the end, that has come so 
near to our life. See how now the sons of 
Jews and Greeks are being driven to the 
worship of God, and do not altogether deny 
the Saviour of the World. Never let that 
most awful sentence apply to you, ''Depart 
from me, I never knew you." * 



LETTER XLVI.« 

To a fallen virgin. 

1 . Now is the time to quote the words of 
the prophet and to say, " Oh that my head 
-were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, 
that I might weep day and night for the slain 
of the daughter of my people." • Though 
they are wrapped in profound silence and lie 
stunned by their misfortune, robbed of all 
sense of feeling by the fatal blow, I at all 
events must not let such a fall go unlamented. 
If, to Jeremiah, it seemed that those whose 
bodies had been wounded in war, were wor- 
thy of innumerable lamentations, what shall 
be said of such a disaster of souls? " My 
slain men," it is said, '^ are not slain with 
the sword, nor dead in battle." * But I am 
bewailing the sting of the real death, the 
grievousness of sin and the fiery darts of the 
wicked one, which have savagely set on fi.re 
souls as well as bodies. Truly God's laws 
would groan aloud on seeing so great a pol- 
lution on the earth. They have pronounced 
their prohibition of old "Thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbour's wife";* and through 
the holy gospels they say that " Whosoever 
looketh on a woman to lust after her, hath 
committed adultery already with her in his 
heart."* Now they see the bride of the 
Lord herself, whose head is Christ, boldly 
committing adultery.' So too would groan 
the companies* of the Saints. Phinehas, 
the zealous, because he can now no more 
take his spear into his hands and avenge the 
outrage on the bodies ; and John the Baptist, 
because he cannot quit the realms above, as 
in his life he left the wilderness, to hasten to 
convict iniquity, and if he must suffer for the 
deed, rather lose his head than his freedom 
to speak. But, peradventure, like the blessed 
Abel, he too though dead yet speaks to us,* 
and now exclaims, more loudly than John of 



> Lake ziii. 37. 

* Placed with the preceding^ 

•Jcr. ix. 1. 

« Is. xzU. a. 
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old concerning Herodias, *' It is not lawful 
for thee to have her." * For even if the body 
of John in obedience to the law of nature 
has received the sentence of God, and his 
tongue is silent, yet "the word of God is 
not bound." * John, when he saw the wed- 
lock of a fellow servant set at nought, was 
bold to rebuke even to the death : how 
would he feel on seeing such an outrage 
wreaked on the marriage chamber of the 
Lord? 

2. You have flung away the yoke of that 
divine union ; you have fled from the unde- 
filed chamber of the true King; you have 
shamefully fallen into this disgraceful and 
impious corruption ; and now that you can- 
not avoid this painful charge, and have no 
means or device to conceal your trouble, you 
rush into insolence. The wicked man after 
falling into a pit of iniquity alwa3's begins 
to despise, and you are denying your actual 
covenant with the tnie bridegroom ; you say 
that you are not a virgin, and made no prom- 
ise, although you have undertaken and pub- 
licly professed many pledges of virginity. 
Remember the good profession which you 
witnessed * before God, angels, and men. 
Remember the hallowed intercourse, the 
sacred companv of virgins, the assembly of 
the Lord, the Church of the holy. Remem- 
ber your grandmother, grown old in Christ, 
still youthful and vigorous in virtue ; and 
your mother vying with her in the Lord, and 
striving to break with ordinary life in strange 
and unwonted toils ; remember your sister, 
who copies their doings, nay, endeavours to 
surpass them, and goes beyond the good 
deeds of her fathers in her virgin graces, 
and earnestly challenges by word and deed 
you her sister, as she thinks, to like efforts, 
while she earnestly prays that your virginity 
be preserved.* All these call to mind, and 
your holy service of God with them, your 
life spiritual, though in the flesh ; your con- 
versation heavenly, though on earth. Re- 
member days of calm, nights lighted up, 
spiritual songs, sweet music of psalms, 
saintly prayers, a bed pure and undeflled, 
procession of virgins, and moderate fare.* 
What has become of your grave appearance, 
your gracious demeanour, your plain dress, 
meet for a virgin, the beautiful blush of 
modesty, the comely and bright pallor due 
to temperance and vigils, shining fairer than 
any brilliance of complexion? How often 
have you not prayed, perhaps with tears, 

» Matt xiv. 4. « a Tim. ii. o. * cf. i Tim. vi. la. 

* These words occur in the MSS. after '* moderate fare," 
below, where they make no sense. The Ben. £d. conjectures 
that they may belong^ here. 

' Fj«tf note above. 
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that you might preserve your virginity with- 
out spot ! How often have you not written 
to the holy men, imploring them to offer up 
prayers in your behalf, not that it should be 
your lot to marry, still less to be involved in 
this shameful corruption, but that you should 
not fall away fioin the Lord Jesus? How 
often have you received gifts from the Bride- 
groom ? Why enumerate the honours given 
you for His sake by them that are His? 
Why tell of }Our fellowship with virgins, 
our progress with them, your being greeted 
y them with praises on account of virginity, 
eulogies of virgins, letters written as to a 
virgin? Now, nevertheless, at a little blast 
from the spirit of the air, " that now worketh 
in the children of disobedience,"* you have 
abjured all these ; you have changed the 
honourable treasure, worth fighting for at all 
costs, for short-lived indulgence which does 
for the moment gratify tlie appetite ; one day 
you will find it more bitter than gall. 

3. Who would not grieve over such 
things and say, '• How is the faithful city 
become an harlot?'** How would not the 
Lord Himself say to some of those who 
are now walking m the spirit of Jeremiah, 
" Hast thou seen what the virgin of Israel 
has done to me ? " * I betrothed her to mc 
in trust, in purity, in righteousness, in judg- 
ment, in pity, and in mercy;* as I pro- 
mised her through Hosea the prophet. But 
she loved strangers, and while 1, her hus- 
band, was yet alive, she is called adulteress, 
and is not afraid to belong to another hus- 
band. What then says the conductor of 
the bride,* the divine and blessed Paul, 
both that one of old, and the later one of 
to-day under whose mediation and instruc- 
tion you left your father's house and were 
united to the Lord? Might not either, in 
sorrow for such a trouble, say, *' The thing 
which I greatly feared is come upon me, 
and that which I was afraid of is come 
unto me."* "I have espoused you to one 
husband that I may present you as a chaste 
virgin to Christ."^ I was indeed ever 
afraid '* lest by any means as the serpent 
l)eguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your 
mind should be corrupted ; " • wherefore by 
countless counter-charms I strove to control 
the agitation of your senses, and by coimt- 
less safeguards to preserve the bride of the 
Lord. So I continuallv set forth the life 
of the unmarried maid, and described how 



*c/.ler. xviii. 13. 
«</. llosea ii. iq. 
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*'the unmarried*' alone ** careth for the 
things of the Lord, that she may be holy 
both in body and spirit." ^ I used to 
describe the high dignity of virginity, and, 
addressing you as a temple of God, used 
as it were to give wings to your zeal as I 
strove to lift you to Jesus. Yet through 
fear of evil I helped you not to fall by the 
words "if any man defile the temple of 
God, him shall God destroy."* So by my 
prayers I tried to make you more secure, 
if by any means "your body, soul, and 
spirit might be preserved blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." * 
Yet all my toil on your behalf has been in 
vain. Bitter to me has been the end of 
those sweet labours. Now I needs must 
groan again at that over which I ought to 
have rejoiced. You have been deceived 
by the serpent more bitterly than Eve; 
and not only your mind but also your body 
has been defiled. Even that last horror 
has come to pass which I shrink from 
saying, and yet cannot leave unsaid, for it 
is as a burning and blazing fire in my 
bones, and I am undone and cannot endure. 
You have taken the members of Christ and 
made them the members of a harlot.* This 
is an evil with which no other can be 
matched. This outrage in life is new. 
" For pass over the Isles of Chittim and 
see ; and send unto Chedar and consider 
dUio:ently, and see if there be such a thing. 
Hath a nation changed their gods which 
are yet no gods."* But the virgin has 
changed her glory, and her glory is in her 
shame. The heavens are astonished at this, 
and the earth is horribly afraid, saith the 
Lord, for the virgin has committed two 
evils ; she has forsaken • Me, the true and 
holy Bridegroom of holy souls, and has 
betaken herself to an impious and lawless 
destroyer of body and soul alike. She has 
revolted from God, her Saviour, and yielded 
her members servants to uncleanness and to 
iniquity.' She forgot me and went after 
her lover ' from whom she will get no good. 
4. It were better for him that a mill-stone 
had been hanged about his neck, and that 
he had been cast into the sea, than that he 
should have offended the virgin of the 
Lord.' What slave ever reached such a 
pitch of mad audacity as to fling himself 
upon his master's bed? What robber ever 
attained such a height of folly as to lay 
hands upon the very offerings of God, not 
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dead vessels, but bodies living and enshrin- 
ing a soul made after the image of God?^ 

Who was ever known to have the hardi- 
hood, in th6 heart of a city and at high noon, 
to mark figures of filthy swine upon a royal 
statue? He who has set at naught a mar- 
riage of man, with no mercy shewn him, 
in the presence of two or three witnesses, 
dies.* Of how much sorer punishment, sup- 
pose you, shall he be thought worthy who 
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
delilcd His pledged bride and done despite 
unto the spirit of virginity?* But the 
woman, he urges, consented, and I did no 
violence to her against her will. So, that 
unchaste lady of Egypt raged with love for 
comely Joseph, but the chaste youth's virtue 
was not overcome by the frenzy of the 
wicked woman, and, even when she laid 
her hand upon him, he was not forced into 
iniquity. But still, he urges, this was no 
new thing in her case ; she was no longer 
a maid; if I had been unwilling, she would 
have been corrupted by some one else. 
Yes; and it is written, the Son of Man was 
ordained to be betrayed, but woe unto that 
man by whom He was betrayed.* It must 
needs be that offences come, but woe to 
that man by whom they come.* 

5. In such a state of things as this, '* Shall 
they fall and not arise? Shall he turn away 
and not return?"* Why did the virgin 
turn shamefully away, though she had heard 
Christ her bridegroom Siiying through the 
mouth of Jeremiah, " And I said, after she 
had done all these things (committed all 
these fornications, LXX.), turn thou unto me, 
but she returned not? " ' " Is there no balm 
in Gilead; is there no physician there? 
VVhy then is not the health of the daughter 
of my people recovered?"' You might 
indeed find many remedies for evil in Scrip- 
ture, many medicines to save from destruc- 
tion and lead to health ; the' mysteries of 
death and resurrection, the sentences of 
terrible judgment and everlasting punish- 
ment; the doctrines of repentance and of 
remission of sins ; all the countless illustra- 
tions of conversion, the piece of money, the 
sheep, the son who wasted his substance 
with harlots, who was lost and was found, 
who was dead and alive again. Let us not 
use these remedies for ill ; by these means let 
us heal our soul. Bethink you of your last 

i St. Basil ha-s no idea of the image and likeness of God 
being a bodily likeness, as in the lines of Xenophanes. 

* I.*, by the old Jemnh law. Deut. xvii. 6. Adultery was 
not capital under the Lex Julia, but was mude so by Constan* 
tine. 

» ef, Heb. x. 39. • Ter. viii. 4. 

* cf, Mark xiv. ai. ' ler. iii. 7. 

* cf, Jdatt. ZYiii. 7. * J er. \ iii. aa. 



day, for you will surely not, unlike all other 
women, live for ever. The distress, the 
gasping for breath, the hour of death, the 
imminent senlence of God, the angels 
hastening on their way, the soul fearfully 
dismayed, and lashed to agony by the con- 
sciousness of sin, turning itself piteously to 
things of this life and to the inevitable 
necessity of that long life to be lived else- 
where. Picture to me, as it rises in your 
imagination, the conclusion of all human 
life, when the Son of God shall come in 
His glory with His angels, " For he shall 
come and shall not keep silence ; " * when 
He shall come to judge the quick and dead, 
to render to every one according to his 
work ; when that terrible trumpet with its 
mighty voice shall wake those that have 
slept through the ages, and they that have 
done good siiall come forth unto the resur- 
rection of life, and they that have done evil 
unto the resurrection of damnation.' Re- 
member the vision of Daniel, and how he 
brings the judgment before us: ** I beheld 
till the thrones were cast down, and the 
Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was 
white as snow, and the hair of His head like 
the pure wool ; . • . and His wheels as 
burning fire. A fiery stream issued and 
came forth before Him ; thousand thousands 
ministered unto Him, and ten thousand times 
ten thousand stood before Him : the judg- 
ment was set, and the books were opened," ' 
clearly disclosing in the hearing of all, 
angels and men, things good and evil, 
things done openly and in secret, deeds, 
words, and thoughts all at once. What 
then must those men be who have lived 
wicked lives? Where then shall that soul 
hide which in the si^ht of all these specta- 
tors shall suddenly be revealed in its fulness 
of shame? With what kind of body shall 
it sustain those endless and unbearable pangs 
in the place of fire unquenched, and of the 
worm that perishes ancl never dies, and of 
depth of Hades, dark and horrible ; bitter 
wailings, loud lamenting, weeping and 
gnashing of teeth and anguish without end? 
From all these woes there is no release after 
death ; no device, no means of coming forth 
from the chastisement of pain. 

6. We can escape now. While we can, let 
us lift ourselves from the fall : let us never de- 
spair of ourselves, if only we depart from evil. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
sinners. " O come, let us worship and fall 
down ; let us weep before Him."* The Word 



* Ps. 1. 3. 

i cf. John Y. ag. 



* Dan. vii. 9, 10. 

* Ps. xcv. 6, UCX« 
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Who invited us to repentance calls aloud, 
** Come unto me all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest."* 
There is, then, a way of salvation, if we will. 
" Death in his might has swallowed up, but 
ajjain the Lord hath wiped away tears from off 
all faces " * of them that repent. The Lord is 
faithful in all His words.* He does not lie 
when He says, '* Though your sins be as scar- 
let they shall be as white as snow. Though 
they be red like crimson they shall be as 
wool." * The great Physician of souls, Who 
is the ready liberator, not of you alone, but of 
all who are enslaved by sin, is ready to heal 
your sickness. From Him come the words, 
it was His sweet and saving lips that said, 
'' They that be whole need not a physician 
but they that are sick. ... I am not come 
to call the righteous but sinners to repent- 
ance." * What excuse have you, what ex- 
cuse has any one, when He speaks thus? 
The Lord wishes to cleanse you from the 
trouble of your sickness and to show you 
li'j:ht after darkness. The good Shepherd, 
Who left them that had not wandered away, 
is seeking after you. If you give yourself to 
Him He will not holdback. He, in His love, 
will not disdain even to carry you on His own 
shoulders, rejoicing that He has found His 
sheep which was lost. The Father stands and 
awaits your return from your wandering. 
Only come back, and while you are yet afar 
off, He will run and fall upon your neck, 
and, now that you are cleansed by repentance, 
will enwrap you in embraces of love. He 
will clothe with the chief robe the soul that 
his put off the old man with all his works; 
He will put a ring on hands that have 
washed off the blood of death, and will put 
shoes on feet that have turned from the evil 
way to the path of the Gospel of peace. He 
will announce the day of joy and gladness to 
them that are His own, both angels and men, 
and will celebrate your salvation far and 
wide. For " verily I say unto you," says He, 
" there is joy in heaven before God over one 
sinner that repenteth." • If any of those who 
think they stand find fault because of your 
quick reception, the good Father will Himself 
make answer for you in the words, " It was 
meet that we should make merry and be 
glad for this" my daughter '*was dead and 
is alive again, was lost and is found." ' 



1 Matt. xi. aS. 
> Is. xzv. 8, LXX. 
» Ps. cxlv. 11, LXX. 
«l8.i. i8. 



'Matt. ix. 12, 13. 
• cf. Luke XV. 7, 
T Luke XV. 3a. 



LETTER XLVIL' 

To Gregory? 

" Who will give me wings like a dove.^* 
Or how can my old age be so renewed 
that I can travel to your affection, satisfy my 
deep longing to see you, tell you all the 
troubles of my soul, and get from you some 
comfort in my affliction? For when the 
blessed bishop Eusebius ^ fell asleep, we 
were under no small alarm lest plotters against 
the Church of our Metropolis, wishful to fill 
it with their heretical tares, should seize the 
present opportunity, root out by their wicked 
teaching the true faith sown by much la- 
bour in men's souls, and destroy its unity. 
This has been the result of their action in 
many churches.* When however I received 
the letters of the clergy exhorting me not to 
let their needs be overlooked at such a crisis, 
as I ranged my eyes in all directions I be- 
thought me of your loving spirit, your right 
faith, and your unceasing zeal on behalf of 
the churches of God. I have therefore sent 
the well beloved Eustathius,* the deacon, to 
invite your reverence, and implore you to 

» Placed in 370. The letters numbered 47 to 291, inclusive, 
are placed by the Benedictine editors during St. Basil's epis- 
copate. 

' On this title the Benedictine editors remark that no care- 
ful reader can fail to note that the letter is written not by Basil 
but about Ba.stl. •* Hodie^* they write, ** inter eruditos Jere 
conveuit earn a Gregorio patrt^ filii manti^ ad EnsrhtMim 
Samo$atrnsem scriptam futssi. Nam »enem se esfe declarai 
auctor Epistol0t et in Cappadocia Episcopum^ ut ^ui litteri* 
cleri ad elect ionem Episcopi^ et Ecclesta Cetsartensis defe~ 
sionem ittvitatus /uertt. fs antem ad qttem scribit et eaJewt 
dignitate praditus erat^ et laboribus pro Ecclesia sitfceptis 
clarus^ et amicus Basilio, nee Cappadociee vicinus. Omnia 
in Ensebium Samo$aten$em mirifici conveuinnt^quem Basilii 
ordinationi scimns interfuisst^* and thcv give, moretiver. as 
their descriptive hciidintr: •• Gregorius Tkeologi pater I-.nse- 
bium SamosntensetH^ misso Eustatiiio diacono, invito/ ad 
eiectionem Episcopi Ceesariensis ut eo adjuvante Basi/ius eligi 
possitV Fialon, nowever, apparently forgeltini; the reference 

to old age, writes {ttude Hist. p. 87, n.) : " Cette iettre est 
ividemment de Grfgoire de Naxianze^* meanin^r the younjfer. 
The election of St. Basil, who probably " voluit episcopari** 
to the archicpiscopal throne, was indeed mainly due to the 
intervention of the elder Gregory. Basil's unfortunate and 
indefensible disinK:enuousness in summoning the younger 
Gregory to Caesarea on the plea of his own severe illness 
defeated its object. But for the prompt and practical in- 
tervention of Greji^ory the elder, and this appeal to Eusebius 
of Samosata, the archbishopric might have fallen into un- 
worthy, or at least inferior, hands. Vide Biog. Notice in 
Proleg.^ 

• cf. Ps. Iv. 6, LXX. 

< Eusebius, at the time of his election an unbnptized lay- 
man, was elevated to the throne of Caesarea on the death of 
Dianius in j6a. In this case too it was due to the counsels 
of the elder Gregory that the objections both of Eusebius and 
of the bishops, forced by tht- opposing party to consecrate him, 
were finally overcome. It was he who ordained Basil to the 
presbyterate and chafed against the ascendancy of his more 
able and brilliant subordinate. 

B In 365 Valens came to Caesarea with Arian bishops, and 
endeavoured to put down the Catholics. Basil returned from 
his retreat in order to aid Eusebius in resisting the attack, and 
seems to have shown much tact and good feeling as well as 
vigour and ability, cf. Greg. Nar., Or, zx. 140. 

* cf. Letter cxxxvi., where it appears that Basil kindly 
nursed a deacon Euatathius. The fact of an Eu^tathius lieing 
one of Basil's deacons is so far in favour of Basil's hnvinir 
written the letter. But Eustathius was a common name, and 
Eustathius, a monk, is mentioned in Uie will of Gregory of 
Naxianaius. 
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add this one more to all your labours on be- 
half of the Church. I entreat you also to 
refresh my old age by a sight of you ; and to 
maintain for the true Church its famous or- 
thodoxy, by uniting with me, if I may be 
deemed worthy of uniting with you, in the 
good work, to give it a shepherd in accord- 
ance with the will of the Lord, able to guide 
His people aright. I have before my eyes a 
man not unknown even to yourself. If only 
"wc be found worthy to secure him, I am 
sure tliat we shall acquire a confident access 
to God and confer a very great benefit on the 
people who have invoked our aid. Now 
once again, aye, many times I call on you, 
all hesitation put aside, to come to meet me, 
and to set out before the difficulties of winter 
intervene. 

LETTER XLVIIL* 

To Eusedius, Bishop of Samosata} 

I HAVE had considerable difficulty in 
finding a messenger to convey a letter to 
your reverence, for our men are so afraid of 
the winter that they can hardly bear even 
to put their heads outside their houses. 
We have suffered from such a very heavy 
fall of snow that we have been buried, 
houses and all, beneath it, and now for two 
months have been living in dens and caves. 
You know the Cappadocian character and 
how hard it is to get us to move.' Forgive 
me then for not writing sooner and bring- 
ing to the knowledge of your excellency 
the latest news from Antioch. To tell you 
all this now, when it is probable that you 
learnt it long ago, is stale and uninterest- 
ing. But as I do not reckon it any trouble 
to tell you even what you know, I have 
seftt you the letters conveyed by the reader. 
On this point I shall say no more. Constanti- 
nople has now for some time had Demophi- 
lus,* as the bearers of this letter will them- 
selves tell you, and as has doubtless been 
reported to your holyiess. From all who 
come to us from that city there is unani- 
mously reported about him a certain counter- 
feit of orthodoxy and sound religion, to such 
an extent that even the divided portions of 

I Placed nt the brginning of the episcopate. 
^ef. LetUrs xxxi., xxxiv. 

• The Cappadocians were of notoriously bad character, and 
shared with the Cretans and Cilicians the discredit of illus- 
trating; rpia Kawva. icd«t<rra. cf. note on Theodoret, Ecc. Hist, 
11. xi. p. 75. It was Phrygians, however, who were specially 
notorious ^r cowardice, cf. the proverb : " More cowardly than 
a Phrygian hare." cf. Lightfoot, Colons. , etc., p. 378 n. But 
Cappadocia may claim the counter credit of havini; given birth 
to threeof the most famous divines, Basil and the two Gregorys. 

* On the death of Eudoxius, in .^70, Demophilus was elected 
by the Arians to fill the vacant see. EustathiAs, the deposed 
Inshop of Antioch, ordained Evaf^rius. Eustathius and 
Evain'ius were both banished by Valens. and their adherents 
cruelly treated. Soc.. Ecc. Hist.'w. 14, 16; Soz., Ecc, Hist, vi. 
1 J, 14, and Fhilott., Ecc. Hist, ix. 10. 



the city have been brought to agreement, 
and some of the neighbouring bishops have 
accepted the reconciliation. Our men here 
have not turned out better than I ex- 
pected. They came directly you w^ere gone,* 
said and did many painful things, and at 
last went home again, after making their 
separation from me wider.* Whether any- 
thing better will happen in the future, and 
whether they will give up their evil ways, 
is unknown to all but God. So much for 
our present condition. The rest of the 
Church, by God's grace, stands sound, and 
prays that in the spring we may have you 
with us again, and be renewed by your good 
counsel. My health is no better than it ever 
is. 

LETTER XLIX.* 

To Arcadius the Bishop. 

I THANKED the Holy God when I read 
your letter, most pious brother. I pray 
that I may not be unworthy of the expecta- 
tions you have formed of me, and that you 
will enjoy a full reward for the honour which 
you pay me in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. I was exceedingly pleased to hear 
that you have been occupied in a matter 
eminently becoming a Christian, have raised 
a house to the glory of God, and have in 
practical earnest loved, as it is written, 
" the beauty of the house of the Lord,** * 
and have so provided for yourself that 
heavenly mansion which is prepared in His 
rest for them that love the Lord. If I am 
able to find any relics of martyrs, I pray that 
I may take part in your earnest endeavour. 
If " the righteous shall be had in everlast- 
ing remembrance," • I shall without doubt 
have a share in the good fame which the 
Holy One will give you. 

LETTER L.« 

To Bishop InnocentiusJ 
Whom, indeed, could it better befit to 

1 After the departure of Eusebius at the close of the visit 
which he had undertaken, in accordance with the request of 
the previous letter, in order to secure Basil's consecration to 
the vacant see. 

s On the difficulties thrown in Basil's way by the bishops 
who had opposed his election, cf. Letters xcviii., cxli., and 
cclxxxn. 

> Of about the same date as the preceding. 

* Ps. xxvi. 8, LXX. « Ps. cxiK 6. 

* Placed at the bef^inning^ of the Episcopate. 

^ The_ Benedictine title runs, Basiiius gratias agit Epis- 
coto cuidam^ and a Ben. note points out that the common 
aadition of *' of Rome " to the title must be an error, becnu.se 
Damasus, not Innocent, was Bishop of Rome at the time. 
Combefis supposed that the letter was written to Innocent, 
then n presbyter, and that the allusion at the end of the letter 
is to Damasus ; the Ben. note says absurde. Innocent did not 
become Bishop of Rome till 40a, three years after Basil's 
death. Whatever was the sea of the recipient of this letter, 
it was one of importance, cf. Letter Izxxi. 
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encourage the timid, and rouse the slumber- tized the right blessed Dianius? For this 

ing, than you, my godly lord, who have is what they have said against me. Where? 

shewn your general excellence in this, too, When? In whose presence? On what 

that you have consented to come down pretext? In mere spoken words, or in 

amongus, your lowly inferiors, like a true dis- writing? Following others, or myself the 

ciple of Him Who said, " I am among you," author and originator of the deed? Alas 

not as a fellow guest, but '*as he that for the impudence of men who make no 

serveth." * For you have condescended to difficulty at saying anything I Alas for their 

minister to us your spiritual gladness, to contempt of the judgment of God! Un- 

refresh our souls by your honoured letter, less, indeed, they add this further to their 

and, as it were, to fling the arms of your fiction, that they make me out to have been 

greatness round the infancy of children, once upon a time so far out of my mind as 

We, therefore, implore your good soul to not to know what I was saying. For so 

pray, that we may be worthy to receive aid long as I have been in my senses I know 

from the great, such as yourself, and to have that I never did anything of the kind, or 

a mouth and wisdom wherewith to chime had the least wish to do so. WTiat I am, 

in with the strain of all, who like you are indeed, conscious of is this; that from my 

led by the Holy Spirit. Of Him I hear earliest childhood I was brought up in love 

that you are a friend and true worshipper, for him, thought as I gazed' at him how 

and I am deeply thankful for your strong venerable he looked, how dignified, how 

and unshaken love to God. I pray that my truly reverend. Then when I grew older 

lot may be found with the true worshippers, I began to know him by the good qualities 

among whom we are sure your excellency of his soul, atid took delight in his society, 

is to be ranked, as well as that great and true gradually learning to perceive the simplicity, 

bishop who has filled all the world with his nobility, and liberality of his character, and 

wonderful work. all his most distinctive qualities, his gen- 

-^^_, P _. -. , tleness of soul, his mingled magnanimity 

1.11,1 II1.K L.1. ^j^j meekness, the seemliness of his con- 

To Bishop Bosporius^ duct, his control of temper, the beaming 

TT J i.1 • 1 i_ 1. '1 cheerfulness and affability which he com- 

How do you think my heart was pained b;„ed with maiestv of demeanour. From all 



mg ? I spent nearly the whole nieht .n . ^ 1 ,1 4.^ 4.1 \ t * 1.1 •/u 

^, ** , 4^u- 1 • r 1 r 1 will not conceal the truth) I, toeethcr with 

sleepless, thmking: of your words of love : r*i^i.ii.» Tir j 

V \ ' e \ \. \jx I ^ c many of them that in our country ' feared 

so d.d grief lay hold upon my heart of ^^^ ^^^j sorrowed over him with sorrow 
hearts. !• or ver^y, in the words of Solomon, unendurable, because he signed the creed 
slander humbleth a man.* And no man is brought from Constantinople by George.* 
SO void of feeung as not to be touched at aa.^?..«^i« c w ^e \ ' a ^ a \\ 
u *. J u J 1 1. ^i_ 1 'r i_ Afterwards, full of kindness and gentle- 

heart, and bowed down to the ground, if he _^„. ^^ 1 ' „ ^1 .ir * r iS 

r 11 . '^.u 1- 1. 1 • tJ ^ ness as he was, and willing out of the 

falls in with lips prone to lymg. But we 




v*iv«i.iv^ii vy, y.xx^xuyjxyx, xxc vviix tiiji espiac |^g ^^^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^ calHug the Lord to 

us; for "he that oppresseth the poor re- ^.^ ^^;j ^^^^ j„ ^^^ simplicity of his 

proacheth h.s Maker. • They, however ^^^^^ ^; ^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^j^^ document sent 

who have patched up th.s new ragedy of f^^^ Constantinople, but had had no idea of 

blasphemy seem to have lost all belief in the ,^^^^^ the creed put forth by the holy 

Lord, Who has declared that we must give Fathers at Nkasa, nor had had any other dis- 

account at the day of judgment even for an j^j^^ ^f ^eart than from the beginning he 

Idle word.^ And I, tell me, I anathema- ^^^ ^,^_^y^ ^ad. He prayed, morlover. that 

t Luke xx«. 37. he might not be cut oft from the lot of those 

s Placed at the begfinning^ of Basil's episcopate, c. 370. 

* Bosporius, an intimate friend of Basil and of Gregory of 
Nazianzus, was bishop of Colonia, in Cappadocia Secunda. 

Basil lefl Casarea in 360 in distress at hearing; that Dianius ^ Here Caesarea appears to be calfed varpic. cf. Ep. viii. 

had subscribed the creed of Aritninum, but was hurt at the Vide Prolc^r. 

chari^e that he had anathematised his friend and bishop. * i.e. the liomoran cr ee d of Arirainum, as revised at Nike 

Dianius died in Basil's arras in 36a. and accepted at the Acacian Synod of Constantinople in 360. 

* Ps. V. 6. ^ George is presumably the George bp. of Laodicea, who at 

* trvKoifomia iv6pa rawctfot, for Eccles. vii. 7^ LJCX. Seleucia opposed the Acacians, but appears afterwards to have 
WKo<^ayria ir<pi5cp«i <ro#)i': oppression maketh a wise man become reconciled to that party, and to have joined them in 
mad, A. v.; extortion mulieth a wise man foolish, R.V. persecuting the Catholics at Constantinople, c/, Basil, £p, 

* Prov. ziv. 31. ' Matt. xU. 36. ccli. 
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blessed three hundred and eighteen bishops 

who had announced the pious decree * to the 

world. In consequence of this satisfactory 

statement I dismissed all anxiety and doubt, 

and, as you are aware, communicated with 

him, and gave over grieving. Such have 

been my relations with Dianius. If anyone 

avers that he is privy to any vile slander 

on my part against Dianius, do not let him 

buzz it slave-wise in a comer ; let him come 

boldly out and convict me in the light of day. 

LETTER LII.« 

To the Canonica. 

I . I HAVE been very much distressed by a 
painful report which reached my ears ; but I 
have been equally delighted by my brother, 
beloved of God, bishop Bosporius,* who has 
brought a more satisfactory account of you. 
He avers by God's grace that all those stories 
spread abroad about you are inventions of 
men who are not exactly informed as to the 
truth about you. He added, moreover, that 
he found among you impious calumnies 
about me, of a kind likely to be uttered by 
those who do not expect to have to give the 
Judge in the day of His righteous retribution 
an account of even an idle word. I thank 
God, then, both because I am cured of my 
damaging opinion of you, an opinion which 
1 have derived from the calumnies of men, 
and because I have heard of your abandon- 
ment of those baseless notions about me, on 
hearing the assurances of my brother. He, 
in all that he has said as coming from him- 
self, has also completely expressed my own 
feeling. For in us both there is one mind 
about the faith, as being heirs of the same 
Fathers who once at NicsBa promulgated 
their great decree * concerning the faith. Of 
this, some portions are universally accepted 
without cavil, but the. term homocusion, ill 
ftceived in certain quarters, is still rejected 
by some. These objectors we may very 
properly blame, and yet on the contrary 
deem them deserving of pardon. To refuse 
to follow the Fathers, not holding their 
declaration of more authority than one's own 
opinion, is conduct worthy of blame, as being 

* ciioiryaa. cf. P* 41. 

< Plaoed at the beKinninST ^^ S^* Bafirs episcopate, c. 170. 

* C;inontc», in the early church, were women enrf>lled in a 
list in the churches, devoted to works of charity, and living; 
apart from men, though not under vows, nor always in a cceno* 
bium. In Soc., H.E. i. 17 they are described as the recipients 
of St. Helena's hospitality. St. Basil is supposed to refuse to 
recognise marria|[e with them as legitimate in Ep^ cclxxxviii. 
The word icarorucMf may stand for cither gender, but the mar* 
riaffc of Canonici was commonly allowed. Letter clxxiii. is 
adaressed to the canonica Theodora. 

« Vide the IMier li. 

* Kiipir^a. Oa Basil*! use of this word and of dogma, vide 
' on p. ^t. 



brimful of self-sufficiency. On the other 
hand the fact that they view with suspicion 
a phrase which is misrepresented by an op- 
posite party does seem to a small extent to 
relieve them from blame. Moreover, as a 
matter of fact, the members of the synods 
which met to discuss the case of Paul of 
Samosata * did find fault with the term as an 
unfortunate one. 

For they maintained that the homoousion 
set forth the idea both of essence and of what 
is derived from it, so that the essence, when 
divided, confers the title of co-essential on 
the parts into which it is divided. This ex- 
planation has some reason in the case of 
bronze and coins made therefrom, but in the 
case of God the Father and God the Son 
there is no question of substance anterior or 
even underlying both ; the mere thought and 
utterance of such a thing is the last extrava- 
gance of impiety. What can be conceived of 
as anterior to the Unbegotten ? By this blas- 
phemy faith in the Father and the Son is de- 
stroyed, for things, constituted out of one, 
have to one another the relation of brothers. 

2. Because even at that time there were 
men who asserted the Son to have been 
brought into being out of the non-existent, 
the term homoousion wasadopted, to extirpate 
this impiety. For the conjunction of the 
Son with the Father is without time and 
without interval. The preceding words 
shew this to have been the intended mean- 
ing. For after saying that the Son was 
light of light, and begotten of the substance 
of the Father, but was not made, they went 
on to add the homoousion, thereby showing 
that whatever proportion of light any one 
would attribute in the case of the Father will 
obtain also in that of the Son. For very 
light in relation to very light, according to 
the actual sense of light, will have no varia- 
tion. Since then the Father is light without 

^ i e. the two remarkable Antiochene synods of 964 and a^Sp, 
to enforce the ultimate decisions of which ai;ainst Paul of 
Samosuta appeal was made to the pagan Aurelian. On the 
explanution of how the Homoousion came to be condemned In 
one sense by the Oriffenist bishops at Antioch in a6o, and as- 
serted in another by the 31S at NiCTa in 335, see prolegomena 
to Atkamastims in Schaff and Wace's cd. n. xxxi. cf. Ath., De 
Sj^n. { 45, ilil., J>e Trim. iv. 4. and Basil, Comt. EnMom. i. 19. 
" Wurde seiner Lekre: • Gott sey mit dem Loef»$ m/pUich 
Eine Person^ tv nftwttmtov toie der Mensck mit seiner Vernunft 
Eines sey* enlgegrngehalteny die Kirckenlekre verlange 
Einen Gott^ aber mekrere irpo<rwiri desselben^ so sogte er. da 
auck ikm Christns eine Person {nHm/irk als Mensck^ sey, so 
kabe a tick sein Giaube mehrere it oovutwn, GoH nnd Christus 
stehen sich als omo •v<rtoi, d.k.wakrsckeinlick jfteick persiin- 
iicke ge^enuber^ Diese veratorische Dialektik konnte rwar 
nickt t'dnscken ; wohl aber vmrde das Wort 6Mooi><nA«, so 
gebrauckt und auf die Person uberkaupt besogen^dadurck eine 
Wetle verd'dcktig {man Jurrktete nark Atkan. De Syn.Ar, 
et Sei. e, 45. eme menscklicke Person nack Paul in die 
Trinit'dt einlassen su miissen)^ bis das vterte yakrkttn. 
dertjenem Wort bestimmien kircklicken Stempel gab." Dor- 
ner, Ckristolagie, B. i. 51 v 

Vide also Thomasius, Ckn'stlickt DogmengetckickU^ B. 1, 
p. iSo. 
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beginning, and the Son begotten light, but something else as superior to the Unbegotten? 

each of Them light and light ; they rightly He is not even anterior, for nothing intcr- 

said " of one substance," in order to set forth venes between Son and Father. If, how- 

the equal dignity of the nature. Things, that ever, He is not of God but is through Christ, 

have a relation of brotherhood, are not, as He does not even exist at all. It follows, 

some persons have supposed, of one sub- that this new invention about the order really 

stance; but when both the cause and that involves the destruction of the actual exist- 

which derives its natural existence from the ence, and is a denial of the whole faith. It 

cause are of the same nature, then they are is equally impious to reduce Him to the 

called "of one substance." level of a creature, and to subordinate Him 

3. This term also corrects the error of either to Son or to Father, either in time or 

Sabellius, for it removes the idea of the in rank. These are the points on which I 

identity of the hypostases, and introduces in have heard that you are making enquiry. If 

perfection the idea of the Persons. For the Lord grant that we meet I may possi- 

nothing can be of one substance with itself, bly have more to say on these subjects, and 

but one thing is of one substance with may myself, concerning points which I am 

another. The word has therefore an excel- investigating, receive satisfactory information 

lent and orthodox use, defining as it does from you. 
both the proper character of the hypostases, 

and setting forth the invariability of the LETTER LIIL* 

nature. And when we are taught that the 
Son is of the substance of the Father, begot- To the Chorepiscopi.'* 

ten and not made, let us not fall into the , x/r,, ^ i* 1 1 «*-.^i««.4.i ^^ *4^ 

^ . , c^ 1 .• t:' ^i_ 1 !• My soul IS deeply pamed at the enormity 

material sense or the relations, rorthesub- r ^.u ** - ii* u t «-4. t r 4.u* 

.AC ^i_ t:^ xi of the matter on which I write, if for this 
stance was not separated from the Father 1 ^i *. •!. 1 j « 1 

, , . , li a -i.! V 1 ^i onlVi that it has caused general suspicion 

and bestowed on the Son; neither did the jln t>i. r-^-u^-^j*- 

, . 1 u ii • i. I. and talk. But so far it has seemed to me in- 

substance engender by fluxion, nor yet by ,.11 y u *u ♦u * u *. t -4. 

, ,. r xL 1 1 *. i.1 • r -^ "^ rr.1 credible. I hope then that what I am writ- 

shootine forth* as plants their fruits. The . u *. •*. ^ u *. 1 u 4.u ^ -u 

, § ,, ,. . f ^. . • /r 1 1 I J nor about it may be taken by the guilty as 

mode ot the divine beeettinc: is ineffable and _*i- • u «.u • ^ * /« . ^^ • u 

. ,1 , i_ *=» ^, *=» I ^ T. • • medicine, by the innocent as a warnine, by 

inconceivable by human thought. It is in- .t . t-a- * • u* u 1 « t 4.^ «. r 

, J , ^ y^. ^ ^ J I . the indifferent, in which class 1 trust none of 

deed characteristic of poor and carnal in- j,^ f^^„^ ^^ ^ testimony. And 

tell.gence to compare the things tha are ^^^^ j^ (^ ^f ^^.^^ j ^ ^^, ^,^^4 j^ ^ ^^ 

eternal with the perishine thines of time, * ^.u *. r S^ ^ r -^ 

, ^ . . ,.1 r ^ 1 ^1 • 1 X port that some of you take money from can- 

and to I maerine, that as corporeal thmgrsbejjet, 5- i . r r 4.- a j \, •* 

1 /-.^i • vi ' -1^ • ^! didates for ordination,' and excuse it on 

so does God in like manner ; ,t is ra her our ^^^,,^,g ^^ ^^^ ;^„ ^his is indeed worse. 

duty to rise to the truth by arguments of he ff ^„^ does evil under the guise of good 

contrary, and to sav, that since thus is the u j j ui • i * u i 

^ ,-^' ^, . XT I • • ^ y \\T he deserves double punishment; because he 

mortal, not thus is He who is immortal. We _. i i „ u «. •^, • •«. ir 1* i u 4. 

^ .^i_ ,1 , ^1 1- • ^. not only does what is in itself not eood, but, 

must neither then deny the divine generation, ..«._. i j ^ ^ \' • ^.u 

. , •^. , ,|. ^ .^1 ' so to say, makes ffood an accomplice m the 

nor contaminate our intelligence with cor- ••'. r • i r *u n J:^ u «. 

, ° commission of sin. If the allegation be true, 

rr.i_ \t' 1 o • 'i. X • i_ 1 .^, let it be so no more. Let a better state of 

»i K I "°|y5P»'t' to«' .s numbered with ^^^. ^.^ ^^ ^^^ recipient of the bribe 

the Father and the Son, because He is above -^ ^'^^^ ^e said, as was saiS by the Apostles 

creation, and is ranked as we are taught by . i .^ ,. « ^ ,„' ,„:ii;„^ ^^ «:„^ ^rS.^.r 4-^ 

., , r i.i_ T J • 1.1- /-« y ct /-. to him who was wiiline to ffive money to 

the words of the Lord in the Gospel, " Go ^ *^ -^ 

and baptize in the name of the Father and of » Placed in the be^inninj? of the episcopate. 

fht* ^on nnAnfthi* T4olv fihnQt "* "H*» wUe\ •"Aclass of mini«ters between bishops proper and pirs- 

me J>On ana or Cne noiy IjnOSl. ne WnO, ^yters, defined in the Ambic version of the Nicene canons to 

on the contrary, places the Spirit before the ^* loco epfscopi super vHlas et monasteria et Mcerdotes vil- 

o ^ - 11 ^ - IJT* -^ i. 1 1 1 i.i_ i.i_ larum ;* called into existence in the latter part of the third 

bOn, or alleges llim to be older than the cemury.andfirstin Asia Minor, in order to meet Uie wants of 

Father, resists tha ordinance of God, and is a cpiscopalsunervisioninlhecountry parte of the now e^^^^ 

. 1 i- • t > 1 r 'I dinceses without subdivision: first mentioned in the C.ounals 

stranger to the sound faith, since he fails to of Ancvra and Neo-Osarea A.D. 314." D.C.A.i. 354. Three 

rirr>cPfv*» fill* fr^rm nf Ar\wf<\f\cr\T whirli Yit* Vmo. MSS. jfive the title "to the bishops under him." The Ren. 

presei-ve tne lOrm ot aOXOlOgy WniCll ne naS ^d. remarks: •• Uqnet Basilium 6g*re de ephcofis sibi fnb. 

received, but adopts some new fangled device '''V/*. Mam qui proprie dicebantur ckorepncott. mauM* mom 

• J i. i_ 1 • a. Tj. • •i.j. ponrbaut, sed c/ero inferior e» miuistros ascribrbant.ut videre 

in order to be pleasing to men. It is written J,/ ,„ episl. sequemli. Std tamen ipsi Hiam episcopi, qui 

"The Spirit is of God,"* and if He is of F.cclesjas metro^oU subjecta$ regebamUint^^^ 

-,,,' TTi^ii \ 1 f fnorepiscopi. ^ueritur entm Gregorius Naz.in carmime De 

God, how can He be older than that of vita ^ua.quod a Basitio,aui quimquagintackorepisco/ossmb 

which He is? And what folly is it not, sehabebat,viIissimioppi<fuliconstUutusepiscopus/u»SMet. 

when there is one Unbegotten, to speak of oreKovMci^ hihuKtv, 

-^——^^——^—^^———^—^^^^—^^——^—^^ Hoc extmplo confirmatur vetustissimormm codicum tiriptura 

^ cf, Luke xxi. 30. * i Cor. U. la. qmam secuti sumus. 

* lUtt. xzviil. 19. * cf, note on Theodoret, iv. ao, p. 125. 
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buy the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, " Thy 
money perish with thee.' It is a lighter sin 
to wish in ignorance to buy, than it is to 
strll, the gift of God. A safe it was ; and if 
you sell what you received as a free gift you 
will be deprived of the boon, as though you 
were yourself sold to Satan. You are obtrud- 
ing the traffic of the huckster into spiritual 
tilings and into the Church where we are en- 
trusted with the body and blood of Christ. 
These things must not be. And I will mention 
'wr he rein lies an ingenious contrivance. They 
think that there is no sin because they take 
the money not before but after the ordina- 
tion ; but to take is to take at whatever time. 
2* I exhort you, then, abandon this gain, 
or, I would rather say, this approach to Hell. 
Do not, by defiling your hands with such 
hrihes, render yourselves unfit to celebrate 
holy mysteries. But forgive me. I began 
hy discrediting ; and now I am threatening 
as though I were convinced. If, after this 
letter of mine, any one do anything of the 
kind, he will depart from the altars here and 
vrill seek a place where he is able to buy and 
to sell God's gift. We and the Churches of 
God have no such custom.' One word 
more, and I have done. These things come 
of oovetousness. Now covetousness is the 
TCK>t of all evil and is called idolatry.' 
I^o not then price idols above Christ for the 
sake of a little money. Do not imitate 
Judas and once more betray for a bribe Him 
w-ho was crucified for us. For alike the 
lands and the hands of all that make such 
Sain shall be called Aceldama.^ 

LETTER LIV.» 

To the Chorepiscopi. 

I AM much distressed that the canons of 
^e Fathers have fallen through, and that the 
?^act discipline of the Church has been ban- 
J^hed from among you. I am apprehensive 
•^st, as this indiflference grows, the afifuirs of 
^he Church should, little by little, fall into 
Confusion. According to the ancient custom 
observed in the Churches of God, ministers 
*n the Church were received after careful 
examination ; the whole of their life was in- 
vestigated ; an enquiry was made as to their 
^ing neither railers nor drunkards, not 
quick to quarrel, keeping their youth in 
subjection, so as to be able to maintain ^^ the 
holiness without which no man shall see the 
Lord." • This examination was made by 

1 AcU viii. ao. » ef. Col. iii. 5. 

* f/. I Cor. xi. 16. * cf. Acts L 19. 

* Placed at the same time as the foregoing. 

* Heb. zii. 14. 



presbyters and deacons living with them. 
Then they brought them to the Chorepis- 
copi ; and the Chorepiscopi, after receiving 
the suffrages of the witnesses as to the truth 
and giving information to the Bishop, so ad- 
mitted the minister to the sacerdotal order.* 
Now, however, you have quite passed me 
over; you have not even had the grace to 
refer to me, and have transferred the whole 
authority to yourselves. Furthermore, with 
complete indifference, you have allowed 
presbyters and deacons to introduce un-t 
worthy persons into the Church, just any one 
they choose, without any previous examina- 
tion of life and character, by mere favoritism, 
on the score of relationship or some other 
tie. The consequence is, that in every village, 
there are reckoned many ministers, but not 
one single man worthy of the service of the 
altars. Of this you yourselves supply proof 
from your difficulty in finding suitable candi- 
dates for election. As, then, I perceive that 
the evil is gradually reaching a point at 
which it would be incurable, and especially 
at this moment when a large number of per- 
sons are presenting themselves for the min- 
istry through fear of the conscription, I am 
constrained to have recourse to the restitution 
of the canons of the Fathers. I thus order 
you in writing to send me the roll of the 
ministers in every village, stating by whom 
each has been, introduced, and what is his 
mode of life. You have the roll in your own 
keeping, so that your version can be com- 
pared with the documents which are in mine, 
and no one can insert his own name when 
he likes. So if any have been introduced by 
presbyters after the first appointment,* let 

* The Ben. note runs, •* Mmistros^ sive snhdiacnnos^ sacra- 
torum ordini ascribtt Basilius. Synodus Lnodicena infer- 
lores clericos sacratorum numero non comprekendit^ sed 
numerat sacratos a preshyteris usque ad diaconos^ airo irpc<r> 
fivripmy ca>« iiax6yt»y, can, ^4^ dtstinguit canone 27% icoarucovc, 
nicAiipiicoi^ ft Aaucovf , sive sacratos^ si'i'e clericox, sive iatcos, 
Et can.JQ* Ore ov t*l icpamcoy ^ tcAi^pixuf iy avitifri^v iv fiaXat^iif 
fitrdi yvyat-Kity airoAovc<r9ai, tinie nlvra \<ii<Triav'iU ri Aai'xoi'. 
AImt oporiei sacratmm vel clertcnm aut ascetam in batneo cum 
mulieribus lavari. sed nee ullum Christianum aut ialcum, 
Non sequuntur hujus synodi morem eccicsiastict scriptores. 
BasiliuSf epist. 287^ excommunicato omne cum sacratis com- 
mercium tntercludtt. Et in ebist, tqB^ \^paT*\ov inteUigit 
cceium clericorum ^eique ascribtt clericos qui epistolas episcopi 
per/erebant, Atkanasius ad Rufinianum scribens, rogat cum 
ut epistolam legat icpareicf* et pofulo, Gregorius JVaxiausenus 
Uctores sacri ordinis^ Uaov raypiarof, partem esse agnosctt in 
epist. 4J» Notandus etiam canon 8 apostolicus^ c* tk eiriaKon-o« 
iy etc, npttrfivrtpos ^ itaKovot ri ix roi> itoapiKou KaToAoyof , etc. 
Si quis eti Scopus vel presbyter vel diacimus^ vel ex ^acro 
ordine, Hetc visa sunt observandot quia pluribus Rasilii 
locis, quae deinceps occurrent^ non parum afferent lucis,** 
The letter of the Council in lUyricum u^es trpart<6i/ rriyua in 
precisely the same way. Theod., Ecc. Hist. iv. 8. where see 
nnteonp. 1x3. So Sozomen, On the Council of fficeta^K.z^. 
Ordo^ the nearest Latin equivalent to the Greek ray^a, was 
originally used of any estate in the church, «^. St. Jerome, On 
Isaiah v. 19, 18. 

On the testing of qualifications for orders, cf. St. Cyprian, 
Ep. Ixviii. 

* M«r& i^v wpnTr/v iwivinnviv, 'Eirtf ^uiktiv is in later Greek 
the recnirnised equivalent for " indictio ** in the sense of a 
period of fifteen years (Cod, Theod, xi. aS, 3). I have had 
some hesitation as to whether it could possibly in this passage 
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them be rejected, and take their place among is the good of mentioning ancient ill-will? 
the laity. Their examination must then be Why do you blame me for lending an easy 
begun by you over again, and, if they prove ear to slander? Why do you not rather lay 
worthy, let them be received by your deci- the blame on yourself, for not consenting to 
sion. Drive out unworthy men from the break off your connexion with the woman? 
Church, and so purge it. For tlie future, test Expel her from your house, and establish her 
by examination those who are worthy, and in a monastery. l*et her live with virgins, 
then receive them ; but do not reckon them and do you be served by men, that the name 
of the number before you have reported to of God be not blasphemed in you. Till you 
me. Otherwise, distinctly understand that he have so done, the innumerable arguments, 
who is admitted to the ministry without my which you use in your letters, will not do you 
authority will remain a layman. the slightest service. You will die useless, 

and you will have to give an account to God 
LETTER LV.' for your uselessness. If you persist in cling- 

ing to your clerical position without correct- 
To Paregorius the presbyter, ing your ways, you will be accursed before 

, . .• ^ .X ^' i. all the people, and all, who receive you, will 

I HAVE given patient a'tent.on to your ^ excommunicate throughout the Church.' 

letter, and I am astonished that when you ** 
are perfectly well able to furnish me with a 

short and easy defence by taking action at LETTER LVI.* 

once, you should choose to persist in what is . ^ 

my ground of complaint, and endeavour to ^ Pergamtus, 

cure the incurable by writing a long story j natihially forget very easily, and I 

about It. I am not the first, Paregonus, nor ,,^^^ ^^j j^j^j^ many things to do, and so my 

the only man, to lay down the law that ^^^^^^^j i^fi^mity is increased. I have no 

women are not to live with men. Read the j^^^j^ therefore, that you have written to 

canon put forth by our holy Fathers at the although I have no recollection of having 

Council of Nic^a, which distinctly forbids received any letter from your excellency ; for 

subintroducts. Unmarried life is honourably j ^^ g^,^^ ^^ ^^.^^,lj ^^t ^tate what is not the 

distinguished by its being cut off from all fe- ^^^ jj^,^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^. ^^^ „^ ^ ,^.^ j^ 

male society. If, then, any one, who is known is not I that am in fault; the guilt lies with 
by the outward profession, in reality follows ^;,^ ^j,^ j, j ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^„^ ^^^^ ^^^_ 
the example of those who live with wives, it ^,^„ ^^^^^ t,^;g j^^^^^ containing my de- 
is obvious that he only aflects the dis inc ion f^^^.^ f^,. ^^e past and affording ground for a 
of virginity in name, and does not hold aloof ^^^.^^j greeting. So, when you write to 
from unbecoming indulgence. You ought j^^^^j suppose that you are taking 
to have been all the more ready to submit ^,,^ initiative in another correspondence^ 

yourself without difficulty to mv demands, in You are only discharging your proper 

that you allege that you are free from all obligation in this. For really, although 

bodily appetite. I do not suppose that a this letter of mine is a return for a pre- 

man of three score years and ten lives with a ^.^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ jj j^ -^^^^ ^^^ 

woman from any such fee ings, and I have ^^j^^ ^^ ^^i. -^ it ^,,1, f^j^j „ j^,,^!^ . 

not decided, as I have decided, on the ground you see to what sophisms my fcUe- 

of any crime having been committed. But {^ess drives me. But, my dear Sir, do not in 

we have learnt from the Apostle, not to put ^ f^^ ^^^^^ y^^. g^^ous charges, indeed 

a stumbling block or an occasion to fall in a ^^^ ^^^j ^^^^^ „f ^j, porgetfulness of 

brothers way; 'and I know that what is ^ne's friends, and neglect of them arising 

done very properly by some, naturally be- ^^^^ ^-^ ^^^^ are faults which involve 

comes to others an occasion for sin. I have ^ ^j^j ^f ^.^^ng. Do we fail to love 

therefore given my order, in obedience to trie i Z 

iniunction of the holy Fathers, that you are , 'Onthesnhjectofthe jr«»(i»/r<>rf«<fitor.r»Ki<r«To..one of 

' i- Ai ,iri- ..1. J me frreatestditfiruUies and scandals or the early cliurcn.r/(// 

to separate from the woman. Why trien. do the article of Can. Venabirs in D.CA. U. 19W. The earUot 

y ou find fault with the Chorepiscopus? What CJ^i^XV.'"??. 't^^L'f.'^r-n^'t.i^li'mS^t t 

"~ which Basil refers, only allowed the introduction of a moiher, 

indicate a dnte. But emvitiiia-iK does not appear to have been sister, or aunt. The stili more extraordinary and perilous 

used in its chronoloj^ical sense before Eva^^rius, and his ex* custom of ladies of professed celibacy entertaininfi^ male 

pression (iv. aq) roue ntpi66ovK ruv KVJcAwf KaXovfiti^utv cirii^fi^- <rvvt aa<TO(, referred to by Greg'ory of Nazianzus in his advice 

treuv looks as thou{(h the term were not yet common ; iniviuriiriK to vireins, apvtva iravr* aMtiya trvfctaaicToi' 6i liaAitrra, may be 

here I take to refer to the assig^nmeiit of presbyters to different traced even so far back as •* the Shepherd of Hermas »* riii. 

places on ordination. I am indebted to Mr. J. W. Parker for Simil. ix. ii). On the charges against Paul of SamosaU 



valuatile information and sugeestions on this question. 
> Placed at the beginning of the Episcopate 
* Rom. xiv. 13. 



under this head, vide Eusebius, vii. to. 

* Placed at the beginning of the Episcopate. 

* A layman, of wkom nothing more is known. 
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.according to the commandment of the Lord? 

Then we lose the distinctive mark im printed 

^Dn us. Are we puffed to repletion with 

^rmpty pride and arrogance? Then we fall 

Snto the inevitable condemnation of the 

^evil. If, then, you use these words because 

^ou held such sentiments about me, pray 

-tthat I may Bee from the wickedness which 

^ou have found in my ways; if, however, 

^our tongue shaped itself to these words, in 

<m kind of inconsiderate conventionality, I 

^hall console myself, and ask you to be good 

enough to adduce some tangible proof of 

^our allegations. Be well assured of this, 

^^at my present anxiety is an occasion to me 

of humility. I shall begin to forget you, 

^when I cease to know myself. Never, tnen, 

think that because a man is a very busy man 

Jhe is a man of faulty character. 

• 

LETTER LVIL' 

To Meletius^ Bishop of Antioch,* 

If your holiness only knew the greatness 
of the happiness you cause me whenever you 
write to me, I know that you would never 
have let slip any opportunity of sending me 
a letter ; nay, you would have written me 
many letters on each occasion, knowing 
the reward that is kept in store by our loving 
Lord for the consolation of the afflicted. 
Everything here is still in a very painful 
condition, and the thought of your holiness is 
the only thing that recalls me from my own 
troubles; a thought made more distinct to me 
by my communication with you through that 
letter of yours which is so full of wisdom and 
g^ace. When, therefore, I take your letter 
into my hand, ^rst of all, I look at its size, and 
I love it all the more for being so big ; then, as 
I read it, I rejoice over every word I find in it ; 
as I draw near the end I begin to feci sad; 
so good is every word that I read, in what you 
wnte. The overflowing of a good heart is 
good. Should I, however, be permitted, in 
answer to your prayers, while I live on this 
earth, to meet you face to face, and to enjoy 
the profitable instruction of your living 
voice, or any aids to help me in the life that 
now is, or that which is to come, I should 
count this indeed the best of blessings, a pre- 
lude to the mercy of God. I should, ere 

> Placed in the year 371. 

s This letter, the first of six to Meletius nf Antioch, is sup* 
posed to be assigned to this date, because of Basil's statement 
that the state of the Church at Caesarea was still full of pain to 
him. Basil had not yet overcome the opposition of his sufTra* 
gans, or won the position secured to nim after his famous 
intercourse with Valens in 37a. Meletius had now been for 
seven years exiled from Antioch, and was suffering for the 
take nf orthodoxy, while not in full communion with the 
Catholics, because of the unhappy £ustathi;m schism. 



now, have adhered to this intention, had I 
not been prevented by true and loving 
brothers. I have told my brother Theo- 
phrastus * to make a detailed report to you of 
matters, as to which I do not commit my in- 
tentions to writing. 

LETTER LVIII.* 

To Gregory my brother.* 

How am I to dispute with you in writing? 
How can I lay hold of you satisfactorily, 
with all your simplicity? Tell me; who 
ever falls a third time into the same nets? 
Who ever gets a third time into the same 
snare? Even a brute beast would find it 
difficult to do so. You forged one letter, and 
brought it me as though it came from our 
right reverend uncle the bishop, trying to 
deceive me, I have no idea why. I received 
it as a letter written by the bishop and de- 
livered by you. Why should I not? I was 
delighted ; I shewed it to many of my friends ; 
I thanked God. The forgery was found out, 
on the bishop's repudiating it in person. I 
was thoroughly ashamed ; covered as I was 
with the disgrace of cunning trickery and 
lies, I prayed that the earth might open .for 
me. Then they gave me a second letter, as 
sent by the bishop himself by the hands of 
your servant Asterius. Even this second 
had not r(ially been sent by the bishop, as my 
very reverend brother Anthimus* has told 
me. Now Adamantius has come bringing 
me a third. How ought I to receive a letter 
carried by you or yours? I might have 
prayed to have a heart of stone, so as neither 
to remember the past, nor to feel the present ; 
so as to bear every blow, like cattle, with 
bowed head. But what am I to think, now 
that, after my first and second experience, I 
can admit nothing without positive proof? 
Thus I write attacking your simplicity, 
which I see plainly to be neither what gen- 
erally becomes a Christian man, nor is appro- 
priate to the present emergency ; I write 

> This Theophrastus may be Identified with the deacon 
Theophrastus who died Shortly after Easter A. D. 372. {cf. Let- 
ter xcv.) The secret instniciions given him »• seem to rcHfr to 
Basil's design for giving peace to the Church, which Rn<>il did 
not attempt to carry out oefore his tranquilizntion of Ca]>n:i- 
docia, but may have had in mind long before." Maran, Vit, 
Has. chap. xvi. 

• Placed in mi. 

• Three MSS. give the title rpiiyopiv iwi<rK6irt» koX aS«\4»'^* 
but, as is pointed out hy the Ben. Ed., the letter itsel f Ih hxrdly 
one which would be written to one with the responsibilities of 
a bishop. Hasil seems to regard his brother as at liberty to 
come and help him at Caesarea. Gregory's consecration to' the 
see of Nyssa is placed in yjit when his reluctance had to he 
overcome by force, cf. Letter ccxxv. ^ On the extraordinary 
circumstance of his well meant but futile forgery of the name 
of his namesake and uncle, bishop of an unknown see, vide 
Prolegom. 

4 Bishop of Tyana, estranged from Basil, cf. Letters cxx., 
czzi., cxxu., and ccz. 
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that, at least for the future, you may take 
care of yourself and spare me. I must speak 
to you with all freedom, and I tell you that 
you are an unworthy minister of things so 
great. However, whoever be the writer 
of the letter, I have answered as is fit. 
Whether, then, you yourself are experiment- 
ing on me, or whether really the letter which 
you have sent is one which you have re- 
ceived from the bishops, you have my 
answer. At such a time as this you ought 
to have borne in mind that you are my 
brother, and have not yet forgotten the ties 
of nature, and do not regard me in the light 
of an enemy, for I have entered on a life 
which is wearing out my strength, and is so 
far beyond my powers that it is injuring 
even my soul. Yet for all this, as you have 
determined to declare war against me, you 
ought to have come to me and shared my 
troubles. For it is said, " Brethren and 
help are against time of trouble." * If the 
right reverend bishops are really willing to 
meet me, let them make known to me a place 
and time, and let them invite me by their 
own men. I do not refuse to meet my own 
uncle, but I shall not do so unless the in- 
vitation reaches me in due and proper form.* 

LETTER LIX.» 

To Gregory, his uncle} 

I. "I HAVE long time holden my peace. 
Am I to hold my peace for ever? " * Shall I 
still further endure to enforce against myself 
the hardest punishment of silence, by neither 
writing myself, nor receiving any statement 
from another? By holding fast to this stem 
determination up to the present time I am 
able to apply to myself the p»*^^jhet*s words, 
" I endure patiently like . travailing wo- 
man."* Yet I am ever longing for com- 
munication either in person or by letter, and 
ever, for my own sins' sake, missing it. For 
I cannot imagine any reason for what is hap- 
pening, other than what I am convinced is 
the true one, that by being cut off from your 
love I am expiating old sins; if indeed I am 
not wrong in using such a phrase as '^ cut off" 



* Ecclos. xl. 2«. 

• l^ejfat fiasi/iux xe ad/ufuntm, nisi df center advocetnr^ id 
est^nisi tnittantur qui eum in indictutn locum deducant. Erat 
Basilius. ut in ejus modi offiriis exkihendis dHi/fenti$simus^ 
ita etittm in reposcendis at/en/us. Meletius Antiochenu* et 
'J'kcodorux Xicopolitanug, cum Basi/ium ad celehritatem 

quamdam obiter adi>ocassent per Hellenium Naxtanxi Peree- 
qnatorem^ nee iterum misissent qui de tisdem admoneret aut 
deduceret ; dispiicnit Basil lo perfnnctoria invitandi ratio^ ac 
veritus ne suspectus iiiis esset, ddesse no/uit." Note by Ben. 
Ed. ' 

> Placed in 361, at about the same time as the preceding'. 

* Vide n. on preceding page. 

• IM. ziii. 14, LXX. • Isa. zlU. 14, 



inyour case, from any one, much less from me, 
to whom you have always been as a father. 
Now my sin, like some dense cloud over- 
shadowing me, has made me forget all this. 
When I reflect that the only result to me of 
what is going on is sorrow, how can I attribute 
it to anything but to my own wickedness? 
But if events are to be traced to sins, be this 
the end of my troubles ; if there was any in- 
tended discipline in it, then your object has 
been very completely attained, for the pun- 
ishment has been going on for a long time ; 
so I gp-oan no longer, but am the first to 
break silence, and beseech you to remember 
both me and yourself who, to a greater degree 
than our relationship might have demanded, 
have shewn me strong affection all my life. 
Now, I implore you, show kindness to the 
city for my sake. Do not on my account 
alienate yourself from it. 

2. If, then, there is any consolation in 
Christ, any fellowship of the Spirit, any 
mercy and pity, fulfil my prayer. Put a stop 
to my depression. Let there be a beginning 
of brighter things for the future. Be your- 
self a leader to others in the road to all that 
is best, and follow no one else in the way to 
what is wrong. Never was any feature so 
characteristic of any one's body as gentleness 
and peace are of your soul. It were well 
becoming such a one as you are to draw all 
others to yourself, and to cause all who come 
near you to be permeated with the goodness 
of your nature, as with the fragiance of 
myrrh. For though there be a certain 
amount of opposition now, nevertheless ere 
long there will be a recognition of the bless- 
ings of peace. So long, however, as room is 
found for the calumnies that are bred of dis- 
sension, suspicion is sure to grow from 
worse to worse. It is most certainly unbe- 
coming for the rest to take no notice of me, 
but it is especially unbecoming in your ex- 
cellency. If I am wrong I shall be all the 
better for being rebuked. This is im- 
possible if we never meet. But, if I am 
doing no wrong, for what am I disliked? 
So much I offer in my own defence. 

3. As to what the Churches might say in 
their own behalf, perhaps it is better for me 
to be silent : they reap the result of our dis- 
agreement, and it is not to their gain. I am 
not speaking to indulge my grief but to put 
a stop to it. And your intelligence, I am 
sure, has suffered nothing to escape you. 
You will yourself be better able to discern 
and to tell to others points of far greater im- 
portance than I can conceive. You saw the 
mischief done to the Churches before I did ; 
and you are grieving more than I am, for you 
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\\a\r^ long learnt from the Lord not to despise 

evein the least.* And now the mischief is 

not confined to one or two, but whole cities 

andl peoples are sharers in my calamities. 

WHat need to tell what kind of report will 

spread about me even beyond our borders ? 

It -were well for you, large hearted as you 

are, to leave the love of strife to others ; nay 

rather, if it be possible, to root it from their 

hearts, while you yourself vanquish what is 

grievous by endurance. Any angry man 

can defend himself, but to rise above the 

actual anger belongs only to you, and any 

one as good as you, if such there be. One 

tiling I will not say, that he who has a 

g^Tudge against me is letting his anger fall on 

the innocent. Do then comfort my soul by 

coining to me, or by a letter, or by inviting 

me to come to you, or by some means or 

other. My prayer is that your piety may be 

seen in the Church and that you may heal at 

once me and the people, both by the sight of 

you and by the words of your good grace* 

If this be possible it is best ; if you deter- 

itiine on any other course I shall willingly 

accept it. Only accede to my entreaty that 

you will give me distinct information as to 

what your wisdom decides. 

LETTER LX.« 

To Gregory his uncle. 

l?*ORMERLY I was glad to see my brother. 

Why not, since he is my brother and such 
* brother? Now I have received him on his 
coming to visit me with the same feelings, and 

' have lost none of my aflection. God forbid 
^M I should ever so feel as to forget the ties 
of nature and be at war with those who are 
'^ear and dear to me. I have found his 
presence a comfort in my bodily sickness and 
^e other troubles of my soul, and I have 
'^n especially delighted at the letter which 
oe has brought me from your excellency, 
^oralong time I have been hoping that it 
^ould come, for this only reason, that I need 
^ot add to my life any doleful episode of 
quarrel between kith and kin, sure to give 
pleasure to foes and sorrow to friends, and 
to be displeasing to God, Who has laid down 
perfect love as the distinctive characteristic 
of His disciples. So I reply, as I am in- 
deed bound, with an earnest request for your 
prayers for mc, and your care for me in all 
things, as your relative. Since I, from want 
of information, cannot clearly understand the 
meaning of what is going on, I have judged 



itff. Matt.xviil. lo. 

• Of the same time as the preceding. 



it right to accept the truth of the account 
which you are so good as to give me. It is 
for you of your wisdom to settle the rest, 
our meeting with one another, the fitting 
time and a convenient place. If your rever- 
ence really does not disdain to come down 
to my lowliness and to have speech with me, 
whether you wish the interview to take place 
in the presence of others or in private, I shall 
make no objection, for I have once for all 
made up my mind to submit to you in love, 
and to carry out, without exception, what 
your reverence enjoins on me for the glory 
of God. 

I have not laid my reverend brother under 
the necessity of reporting anything to you 
by word of mouth, because on the former 
occasion what he said was not borne out by 
facts. 

LETTER LXI.i 

To Athanasius^ Bishop of Alexandria} 

I HAVE read the letter of your holiness, 
in which you have expressed your distress at 
the unhappy governor of Libya. I am 
grieved that my own country should have 
given birth to and nurtured such vices. I am 
grieved too that Libya, a neighbouring 
country, should sufler from our evils, and 
should have been delivered to the inhumanity 
of a. man whose life is marked at once by 
cruelty and crime. This however is only 
in accordance with the wisdom of the 
Preacher, " Woe to thee O land when thy 
King is a child ; '" (a still further touch of 
trouble) and whose " Princes " do not *' eat*" 
after night but revel at mid-day, raging after 
other men's wives with less understanding 
than brute beasts. This man must surely 
look for the scourges of the righteous Judge, 
repaid him in exact requital for those which he 
himself has previously inflicted on the saints. 
Notice has been given to my Church in ac- 
cordance with the letter of your reverence, 
and he shall be held by all as abominable, 
cut off from fire, water and shelter, if indeed 
in the case of men so possessed there is any 
use in general and unanimous condemnation. 
Notoriety is enough for him, and your own 
letter, which has been read in all directions, 
for I shall not fail to show it to all his friends 
and relatives. Assuredly, even if retribution 

1 Placed in wo or yvt, 

> This, the first of Basil's six extant letters to Athanasius, Is 
placed by the Ben. £d. in 371. It has no certain indication of 
dsite. Athanasius, in the few years of comparative calm 
which preceded his death in May, .^73, had excommunicated a 
vicious g-overnor in Libya, a native of Cappadocia, and an. 
nounced his act to Basil. The intercourse opened by this offi. 
cial communication led to a more important correspondence. 

* Eccles. X. 16. 



does not reach him at once, as it did 
Pharaoh, certainly it wii! hring on him here- 
after a heavy and hard requital. 

LETTER LXII.' 
Ta tke Church of Parnassus.'* 

FoLLOWixG an ancient custom, which has 
obtained for many years, and at the same 
time shewing you love in God, which is the 
fruit of the Spirit, I now, my pious friends, 
address this letter to you. J feel with you 
at once in your grief at the event which has 
befallen you, and in your anxiety at the matter 
which you have in hand. Concerning 
these troubles I can only say, that an occa: 
is given us to look to the injunctions of the 
Apostle, and not to sorrow "even aa others 
which have no hope."' I do not mean that 
we should be insensible to the loss we have 
sutFered, but that we should not succumb to 
our sorrow, while we count the Pastor happy 
in his end. He has died in a ripe old age, 
and has found his rest in the gieat honour 
given him by his Lord. 

As to the future I have this recommendi 
,tion to give you. You must now lay aside 
all mourning; you must come to yourselves 
you must rise lo the necessary management 
of the Church ; to the end that the holy 
God may give heed to His own little flock, 
and may grant you a shepherd in accord- 
ance with His own will, who may wisely 
feed you. 

LETTER LXIIL' 
To the Governor of NtociEsarea. 

The wise man, even if he dwells far 
away, even if I never set eyes on him, I 
count a friend. So says the tragedian Euri- 
pides. And so, if, though I have never had 
the pleasure of meeting your excellency in 
person, I speak of myself as a familiar 
friend, pray do not set this down to mere 
empty compliment. Common report, which 
loudly proclaims your universal benevo- 
lence, is, in this instance, the promoter of 
friendship. Indeed since I met the highly 
. respecfcible Elpidius,' I have, known you as 
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well, and I have been as completely cap 
tured by you, as though I had long lived witi 
you and had practical experience of you 
excellent qualities. For he did not ceas< 
telling me about you, mentioning one byooi 
your magnanimity, your exalted sentiments 
j-our mild manners, your skill in business 
mtelligence, dignity tempered by cheerful 
ness, and eloquence. All the other point 
that he enumerated in his long conversatioi 
with me it is impossible for me to write ti 
you, without extending my letter beyond al 
reasonable bounds. How can I fail to lov< 
such a man ? How could I put such restrain 
upon myself as not loudly to proclaim wha 
I fee!.' Accept then, most excellent Sir, th< 
greeting which I send you, for it is inspirec 
by true and unfeigned friendship. I abhoi 
ail servile compliment. Pray keep me en 
rolled in the list of your friends, and, bj 
frequently writing to me, bring yoursell 
before me and comfort me in your absence 

LETTER LXIV.' 

To Hesychius? 

From the beginning I have had man] 
points in common with your excellency, youi 
love of letters, everywhere reported bj 
all who have experienced it, and our oU 
friendship with the admirable Terentius, 
But since that most excellent man, who ii 
to me all lh.it friendship could require, m^ 
worthy brother Elpidius. has met me, anc 
told me all your good qualities, (and wht 
more capable than he at once to perceive i 
man's virtue and to describe it?) he has kin 
died in me such a desire to see you, that I praj 
that you may one diiy visit me in my ok 
home, that [ may enjoy your good qualities 
not merely by hearing of them, but b] 
actual experience. 

LETTER LXV.* 

To Atarbitis.* 

If I continue to insist on the privileges t( 
which my superior age entitles me, and wai 
for you to take the initiative in communica 
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tion, and if you, my friend, wish to adhere 
more persistently to your evil counsel of 
infiction, what end will there be to our 
silence? However, .where friendship is 
involved, to be defeated is in my opinion to 
win, and sol am quite ready to g^ve you 
precedence, and retire from the contest as to 
wViich should maintain his own opinion. I 
have been the first to betake myself to writ- 
ing, because 1 know that ^' charity beareth 
all things, • . . endureth all things . . . 
seeketh not her own" and so " never fa il- 
eth."» He who subjects himself to his 
neighbour in love can never be humiliated. 
1 do beg you, then, at all events for the 
future, show the first and greatest fruit of 
the Spirit, Love ; ^ away with the angry 
man's sullenness which you are showing me 
by your silence, and recover joy in your 
heart, peace with the brothers who are of 
one mind with you, and zeal and anxiety for 
the continued safety of the Churches of the 
Lord. If I were not to make as strenuous 
efforts on behalf of the Churches as the op- 
ponents of sound doctrine make to subvert 
and utterly destroy them, you may be quite 
sure that there is nothing to prevent the 
tnith from l>eing swept away and destroyed 
^y its enemies, and my being involved in 
the condemnation, for not shewing all pos- 
sible anxiety for the unity of the Churches, 
With all zeal and eagerness in mutual unani- 
"™ity and godly agreement. I exhort yon, 
then, drive out of your mind the idea that 
you need communion with no one else. To 
'cut one's self off from connexion with the 
prethrcn is not the mark of one who is walk- 
ing by love, nor yet the fulfilling of the com- 
mandment of Christ. At the same time I do 
Wish you, with all your good intentions, to 
t^keinto account that the calamities of the 
War which are now all round about us ' may 
one day be at our own doors, and if we too, 
"l^e all the rest, have our share of outrage, 
We shall not find any even to sympathise 
^ith us, because in the hour of our pros- 
Parity we refused to give our share of sym- 
pathy to the wronged. 
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LETTER LXVI. 

To AthanasiuSf bishop of Alexandria. 

No one, I feel sure, is more distressed at 
the present condition, or, rather to speak 
more truly, ill condition of the Churches 
than your excellency ; for you compare the 

> I Oor. xiU. 7 and 8. * cf. Gal. y. aa. 

* 1./. the attacka of Valens on Uie Church. 
/Placed in ^1. ^.i>//#rlxU. 



present with the past, and take into account 
how great a change has come about. You 
are well aware that if no check is put to the 
swift deterioration which we are witnessing, 
there will soon be nothing to prevent the 
complete transformation of the Churches. 
And if the decav of the Churches seems so 
pitiful to me, what must — so I have often 
in my lonely musings reflected — be the 
feelings of one who has known, by experi- 
ence, the old tranquillity of the Churches of 
the Lord, and their one mind about the 
faith? But as your excellency feels most 
deeply this distress, it seems to me only 
becoming that your wisdom should be more 
strongly moved to interest itself in the 
Church's behalf. I for my part have long 
been aware, so far as my moderate intelli- 
gence has been able to judge of current 
events, that the one way of safety for the 
Churches of the East lies in their having the 
sympathy of the bishops of the West. For 
if only those bishops liked to show the same 
energy on behalf of the Christians sojourn- 
ing in our part of the world ' which they 
have shewn in the case of one or two of the 
men convicted of breaches of orthodoxy in 
the West, our common interests would prob- 
ably reap no small benefit, our sovereigns 
treating the authority of the people with 
respect, and the laity in all quarters unhesi- 
tatingly following them.* But, to carry out 
these objects, who has more capacity than 
yourself, with your intelligence and pru- 
dence? Who is keener 'to see the needful 
course to be taken ? Who has more practi- 
cal experience in working a profitable 
policy ? Who feels more deeply the troubles 
of the brethren? What through all the 
West is more honoured than your venerable 
gray hairs?* O most honoured father, 
leave behind you some memorial worthy of 
your life and character. By this one act 
crown your innumerable efforts on behalf 
of true religion. Despatch from the holy 
Church placed under your care men of 
ability in sound doctrine to the bishops in 
the West. Recount to them the troubles 
whereby we are beset. Suggest some mode 
of relief. Be a Samuel to the Churches. 
Share the grief of the beleaguered people. 
Offer prayers for peace. Ask favour from 

1 vitkp r^ irapoiftaf rviv kolB' quae ^.*(mv, On the ase of 
irapoiKia in thi^ sen«e, cf. Bp. Lig-htfoot, A^, Fathers I. 
ii. 5. So A|>ollon. in Eus.t H,E, v. iS. •} t5ia irtpoKta. of 
the Christians society. Thus the meaning passes to punKhia 
and parish. 

• *• Them " is referred by the Ben. Ed. not to the sovereigns 
(twv icparovKrwi' they understand to mean Vulens) but to ihc 
Western bishops. 

• A various reading (" Tres MSS. et secunda manu Medi- 
cants** Ben. Ed.) for iroAiav reads iroAtrciaf, " the life :«nd con- 
versation of your Holiness." — Athanaslua was now about 75. 
His death is placed in 373. 
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the Lord, that He will send some memorial 
of peace to the Churches. I know how 
weak letters are to move men in matters of 
such importance ; but you yourself no more 
need exhortation from others than the noblest 
athletes need the children's cheers. It is not 
as though I were instructing one in igno- 
rance; I am only giving a new impulse to 
one whose energies are already roused. For 
the rest of the affairs of the East perhaps 
you may need the aid of more, and we 
must wait for the Westerns. But plainlv 
the discipline of the Church of Antioch 
depends upon your reverence's being able 
to control some, to reduce others to silence, 
an 1 to restore strength to the Church by 
concord.' No one knows better than you 
do, that, like all wise physicians, you ought 
to begin your treatment in tlie most vital parts, 
aiui what part is more vital to the Churches 
throughout the world than Antioch ? Only 
let Antioch be restored to harmony, and 
nothing will stand in the way of her supply- 
ing, as a healthy head, soundness to all the 
body. Truly the diseases of that city, which 
has not only been cut asunder by heretics, 
but is torn in pieces by men who say that 
they are of one mind with one another, 
. stand in need of your wisdom and evangelic 
sympathy. To unite the sundered parts 
again, and bring about the harmony of one 
body, belongs to Him alone Who by His 
ineffable power grants even to the dry bones 
to come back again to sinews and flesh. 
But the Lord always works His mighty 
works by means of them that are worthy of 
Him. Once again, in this case too, we trust 
that the ministry of matters so important 
may beseem your excellency, with the result 
that you will lay the tempest of the people, 
do away with the party superiorities, and sub- 
ject all to one another in love, and give back 
to the Church her ancient strength. 

LETTER UCVII.^ 

To AthanasiuSf bishop of Alexandria. 

In my former letter it seemed to me suffi- 
cient to point out to your excellency, that 
all that portion of the people of the holy 
Church of Antioch who are sound in the 
faith, ought to be brought to concord and 

> To end the schism caused bv the refusal of the Eustathian 
or old Catholic party to recogrni&e Meletius as bishop of the 
whole orthodox bod v. The churches of the West and of 
Ejnrpt, on the whole, supported Paulinas, who had been 
oMained by Lucifer of Caj^liari, bishop of the old Catholics. 
The Ben. fid. supposes the word oiicoKOAin<rai, which I have 
rendered •* control," to refer to Paulinus. The East supported 
Meletius, and if the otKoi^uia in Basil's mind does refer to 
Paulinas, the '* management *' meant may be management to 
get rid of him. 

* Of cho tame year as the preceding. 



unity. My object was to make it plair 
that the sections, now divided into several 
parts, ought to be united under the God-be- 
loved bishop Meletius. Now the same be- 
loved deacon, Dorotheus, has requested s 
more distinct statement on these subjects, 
and I am therefore constrained to point out 
that it is the prayer of the whole East, and 
the earnest desire of one who, like myself, is 
so wholly united to him, to sec him in au- 
thority over the Churches of the Lord. He is 
a man of unimpeachable faith; his mannei 
of life is incomparably excellent, he stands 
at the head, so to say, of the whole body of 
the Church, and all else are mere disjointed 
members. On every ground, then, it is 
necessary as well as advantageous, that the 
rest should be united with him, just as 
smaller streams with great ones. About the 
rest,' however, a certain amount of manage- 
ment is needed, befitting their position, and 
likely to pacify the people. This is in keep- 
ing with your own wisdom, and with your 
famous readiness and energy. It has however 
by no means escaped your intelligence, that 
this same course of procedure has already 
recommended itself to the Westerns who are 
in agreement with you, as I learn from the 
letters brought to me by the blessed Silvanus. 

LETTER LXVIIL« 

To Meletius^ bishop of Antioch. 

I WISHED to detain the reverend brother 
Dorotheus, the deacon, so long at my side, 
with the object of keeping him until the end 
of the negociations, and so by him acquaint- 
ing your excellency with every detail. But 
day after day went by; the delay was be- 
coming protracted; now, the moment thai 
some plan, so far as is possible in my diffi- 
culties, has occurred to me concerning the 
course to be taken, I send him to approach 
your holiness, to make a personal report tc 
you on all the circumstances, and show yot 
my memorandum, to the end that, if whai 
has occurred to me seems to you to be likel} 
to be of service, your excellency may urge 
on its accomplishment. To be brief, the 
opinion has prevailed that it is best for thij 
our brother Dorotheus to travel to Rome, tc 
moV'e some of the Italians to undertake i 
voyage by sea to visit us, that they ma} 
avoid all who would put difficulties in theii 
way. My reason for this course is that ] 
see that those, who are all powerful with the 
Emperor, are neither willing nor able t( 
make any suggestion to him about the 

1 1>. Paulinas and his adherents. * Of the same tim«^ 



exiled, but only count it so much to the good 
that they see no worse thing befalling the 
Churches. If, then, my plan seems good 
also to your prudence, you will be good 
enough both to indite letters and dictate 
memoranda as to the points on which he 
must enlarge, and as to whom he had better 
address himself. And so that your de- 
spatches may have weight and authority, 
you will add all those who share your senti- 
ments, even though they are not on the 
spot. Here all is uncertain; Euippius' has 
arrived, but so far has made no sign. How- 
ever, he and those who think with him from 
the Armenian Tetrapolis and Cilicia are 
threatening a tumultuous meeting. 



To Atk, 



LETTER LXIX.« 

I, bishop of Alexandria. 



I. As time moves on, it continually con- 
firms the opinion which I have long held 
of your holiness; or rather that opinion is 
Mrengthened by the daily course of events. 
Most men are indeed satisfied with observ- 
'"g» each one, what lies especially within his 
^W'n province; not thus is it with you, but 
your anxiety for all the Churches is no less 
tlian that which you feel for the Church that 
nas been especially entrusted to you by our 
^^^mmon Lord; inasmuch as you leave no 
interval in speaking, exhorting, writing, and 
despatching emissarieR, who from time to 
time give the best advice in each emergency 
's it arises. Now, from the s.icred ranks of 
your clergy, you have sent forth the venerable 
brother Peter, whom I have welcomed with 
P^t joy. I have also approved of the good 
object of his journey, which he manifests in 
accordance with the commands of your ex- 
cellency, in effecting reconciliation where ht 
finds opposition, and bringing about union 
instead of division. With the object of 
olTering some contribution to the action 
Which is being taken in this matter, I have 
thought that I could not make a more fitting 
Iwginning than by having recourse to your 
eseellency, as to the head and chief of all, 
and treating you as alike adviser and com- 
mander in the enterprise. I have therefore 
determined to send to your reverence our 
Vother Dorotheus the deacon, of the Church 
UQder the right honourable bishop Meletius, 
being one who at once is an energetic sup- 
porter of the orthodox faith, and is earnestly 
desirous of seeing the peace of the Churches. 
The results, I hope, will be, that, following 
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your suggestions (which you are able to 
make with the leas likelihood of failure, 
both from your age and your experience in 
affairs, and because you have a greater 
measure than all others of the aid of the 
Spirit), he may thus attempt the achieve- 
ment of our objects. You will welcome 
him, I am sure, and will look upon him 
with friendly eyes. You will strengthen 
him by the help of your prasers ; vou will 
give him a letter as provision by tlie way; 
you will grant liim, as companions, some of 
the good men and true that you have about 
you; so you will speed him on the road to 
what is before him. It has seemed to me to 
be desirable to send a letter to the bishop of 
Rome, begging him to examine our condi- 
tion, and since there are difficulties in the 
way of representatives being sent from the 
West by a general synodical decree, to 
advise him to exercise his own personal 
authority in the matter by choosing suitable 
persons to susUiin the labours of a journey, — 
suitable, too, by gentleness and firmness of 
character, to correct the unruly among us 
here ; able to speak with proper reserve and 
appropriateness, and thoroughly well ac- 
quainted with all that has been effected after 
Ariminum to undo the violent measures 
adopted there. I sliould advise that, without 
any one knowing anything about it, they 
should travel hither, attracting as little at- 
tention as possible, by the sea, with the 
object of escaping the notice of the enemies of 
peace, z. A point also that is insisted upon 
by some of those in these parts, very neces- 
sarily, as is plain even to myself, is that 
they ' should drive away the heresy of 
Marceltus," as grievous and injurious and 
opposed to the sound faith. For up to this 
time, in all the letters which they write, they 
are constant in thoroughly anathematizing 
the ill-famed Arius and in repudiating him 
from the Churches. Rut they attach no 
blame to Marcellus, who propounded a 
heresy diametrically opposite to that of 
Arius, and impiously attacked the veiy ex- 
istence of the Only begotten Godhead, and 
erroneously understood the term "Word." ' 
He grants indeed that the Only begotten 
was called " Word," on coming forth at 
need and in season, but states lliat He re- 
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turned again to Him whence He had come 
forth, and had no existence before His com- 
ing forth, nor hypostasis* after His return. 
The books in my possession which contain 
his unrighteous writings exist as a proof of 
what I say. Nevertheless they nowhere 
openly condemned him, and are to this extent 
culpable that, being from the first in igno- 
rance of the truth, they received him into the 
communion of the Church. The present 
state of affairs makes it specially necessary 
that attention should be called to him, so 
that those who seek for their opportunity, 
may be prevented from geting it, from the 
fact of sound men being united to your ho- 
liness, and all who are lame in the true faith 
may be openly known; that so we may 
know who are on our side, and may not 
struggle, as in a night battle, without being 
able to distinguish between friends and foes. 
Only I do beseech you that the deacon, 
whom I have mentioned, be despatched by 
the earliest possible packet, that at least 
some of the ends which we pray for may be 
accomplished during the ensuing year. One 
thing, however, even before I mention it,, 
you quite understand and I am sure will 
give heed to, that, when they come, if God 
will, they must not let loose schisms among 
the Churches ; and, even though they find 
some who have personal reasons for mutual 
differences, they must leave no means un- 
tried to unite all who are of the same way 
of thinking. For we are bound to regard 
the interests of peace as paramount, and 
that first of all attention be paid to the 
Church at Antioch, lest the sound portion 
of it grow diseased through division on per- 
sonal grounds. But you will yourself give 
more complete attention to all these matters, 
so soon as, by the blessing of God, you find 
everyone entrusting to you the responsibility 
of securing the peace of the Church. 

LETTER LXX.« 

Without address? 

To renew laws of ancient love, and once 
again to restore to vigorous life that heavenly 
and saving gift of Christ which in course 
of time has withered away, the peace, I 
mean, of the Fathers, is a labour neces- 
sary indeed and profitable !o me, but 
pleasant too, as I am sure it will seem to 
your Christ-loving disposition. For what 
could be more delightful than to behold all, 

1 
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who are separated by distances so vast, 
bound together by the union efiected by love 
into one harmony of members in Christ's 
body? Nearly all the East (I include under 
this name all the regions from lUyricum 
to Egypt) is being agitated, right honourable 
father, by a terrible storm and tempest. 
The old heresy, sown by Arius the enemy of 
the truth, has now boldly and unblushingly 
reappeared. Like some sour root, it is pro- 
ducing its deadly fruit and is prevailing. 
The reason of this is, that in every district 
the champions of right doctrine have been 
exiled from their Churches by calumny and 
outrage, and the control of anairs has been 
handed over to men who are leading captive 
the souls of the simpler brethren. I have 
looked upon the visit of your mercifulness as 
the only possible solution of our difficulties. 
Ever in the past I have been consoled by 
your extraordinary affection ; and for a short 
time my heart was cheered by the gratifying 
report that we shall be visited by you. But, 
as I was disappointed, I have been con- 
strained to beseech you by letter to be 
moved to help us, and to send some of those, 
who are like minded with us, either to con- 
ciliate the dissentient and bring back the 
Churches of God into friendly union, or at 
all events to make you see more plainly who 
are responsible for the unsettled state in 
which we are, that it may be obvious to you 
for the future with whom it befits you to be 
in communion. In this I am by no means 
making any novel request, but am only ask- 
ing what has been customary in the case of 
men who, before our own day, were blessed 
and dear to God, and conspicuously in your 
own case. For I well remember learninsr 
from the answers made by our fathers 
when asked, and from documents still pre- 
served among us, that the illustrious and 
blessed bishop Dionysius, conspicuous in 
your see as well for soundness of faith as for 
all other virtues, visited by letter my Church 
of Caesarea, and by letter exhorted our 
fathers, and sent men to ransom our brethren 
from captivity.* But now our condition is 
yet more painful and gloomy and needs 
more careful treatment. We are lamenting 
no mere overthrow of earthly buildings, but 
the capture of Churches; what we see 



t The Ben. Ed. points out that what is related hv Basil, of 
the kindness of the bishops of Rome to other churches, is con- 
Armed by the evidence both of Dionvsius, bishop of Corinth 
{cf. Eusebius, Hist, Bcc, iv.'a.}), of Dionysius of Alexandria 
(Dionysius to Sixtus II. Apud Euseb., Ecc. Hist. vii. 5), and 
of Eusebius himself who in his history speaks of this prac- 
tice having been continued down to the persecution in his 
own dny. The troubles referred to by Basil took place in the 
time of Gallienus, when the Scythians ravai^ed Cappadocta 
and the neiKhbouring countries, (ef. Soaomen,ii.6.) JDionya- 
ius succeeded Sixtus II. at Rome iu 359. 
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bcfc>re us is no mere bodily slavery, but a 
carrying away of souls into captivity, per- 
petrated day by day by the champions of 
heresy. Should you not, even now, be 
moved to succour us, ere long all will have 
fallen under the dominion of the heresy, and 
you will find none left to whom you may 
hold out your hand. 

LETTER LXXI.' 

Basil to Gregory,* 

I.I HAVE received the letter of your holi- 
ness, by the most reverend brother Helenius, 
and what you have intimated he has told me 
in plain terms. How I felt on hearing it, you 
Citnnot doubt at all. However, since I have 
determined that my affection for you shall 
outweigh my pain, whatever it is, I have 
s^ccepted it as I ought to do, and I pray the 
^*oly God, that my remaining days or hours 
"^sty be as carefully concocted in their dis- 
position towards you as they have been in 
P«st time, during which, my conscience tells 
'nc, I have been wanting to you in nothing 
srn.all or g^eat. [But that the man who 
fc>Oiists that he is now just beginning to take 
^ look at the life of Christians, and thinks 
he Avill get some credit by having something 
^^ do with me, should invent what he has not 
"^^3.rd, and narrate what he has never expe- 
*^^nced, is not at all surprising. What issur- 
PHsing and extraordinary is that he has got 
^^y best friends among the brethren at Nazi- 
^^i2us to listen to him; and not only to listen 
^^ him, but as it seems, to tike in what he 
^ys. On most grounds it might be surpris- 
*nor that the slanderer is of such a cliaracter, 
'^nd that I am the victim, but these troub- 
lous times have taught us to bear everything 
>vith patience. Slights greater than this 
have, for my sins, long been things of com- 
mon occurrence with me. I have never yet 
given this man's brethren any evidence of my 
sentiments* about God, and I have no an- 
swer to make now. Men who are not con- 
vinced by long experience are not likely to 
be convinced by a short letter. If the former 
is enough let the charges of the slanderers be 
counted as idle tales. But if I give license 
to unbridled mouths, and uninstructed hearts, 

> Placed in the same period. 

• When Greg^ory, on the elevation of Bnsll to the Episco- 
pate, was at last iiuinred to visit his old friend, he d« dined the 
dignities which RmkII pressed upon him (riyfSc r^v Ka0«5pa« 
Tfjiff, ia. the position of chief presbyter or coadjutor bishop, 
Orai, xliii. 30), and made no loni^ stay. Some Nazianzene 
•candal-roonirers had charged Basil with heterodoxy. Gre^orv 
■sked him for explanations, and Basil, somewhat woundeu, 
rrjoins that no explanations are needed. The translation in 
tKe text, with the exception of the passajres in brackets, is that 
of Newman, cf. ProUg. and reff. to Greg. Naz. 
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to talk about whom they will, all the while 
keeping my ears ready to listen, I shall not 
be alone in hearing what is said by other 
people; they will have to hear what I have 
to say.] 

2. I know what has led to all this, and have 
urged every topic to hinder it; but now I 
am sick of the subject, and will say no more 
about it, I mean our little intercourse. For 
had we kept our old promise to each other, 
and had due regard to the claims which the 
Churches have on us, we should have been 
the greater part of the year together; and 
then there would have been no opening for 
these calumniators. Pray have nothing to 
say to them ; let me persuade you to come here 
and assist me in my labours, particularly in 
my contest with the individual who is now 
assailing me. Your very appearance will 
have the efl'ect of stopping him ; directly you 
show these disturbers of our home that you 
will, by God's blessing, place.yourself at the 
head of our paiiy, you will break up their 
cabal, and you will shut every unjust mouth 
that speaketh unrighteousness against God. 
And thus facts will show who are your fol- 
lowers in good, and who are the hahers and 
cowardly betrayers of the word of truth. If, 
however, the Church be betrayed, why then 
I shall care little to set men right about my- 
self, by means of words, who account of me 
as men would naturally account who have 
not yet learned to measure themselves. Per- 
haps, in a short time, by God's gp-ace, I shall 
be able to refute their slanders by very deed, 
for it seems likelv that I shall have soon to 
suffer somewhat for the truth's sake more 
than usual ; the best I can expect is banish- 
ment, or, if this hope fails, after all Christ's 
judgment-seat is not far distant. [If then 
you ask for a meeting for the Churches' sake, 
I am ready to betake myself whithersoever 
you invite me. But if it is only a question 
of refuting these slanders, I really have no time 
to reply to them.] 

LETTER LXXII.* 

To Hesychius? 

I KNOW your affection for me, and your zeal 
for all that is good. I am exceedingly anx- 
ious to pacify my very dear son Callisthenes, 
and I thought that if I could associate you 
with me in this I might more easily achieve 
my object. Callisthenes is very much an- 
noyed at the conduct of Eustochius, and he has 

1 Placed at about the same period as the preceding. 

s r/. Letter Ixiv. Letters Ixxii. and Ixxiii. illustrate the 
efforts made by Basil to mitigiite the troubles caused by slav. 
cry, and to regulate domestic as well as ecclesiastical matters. 
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very good ground for being so. He charges 
the household of Eustochius with impudence 
and violence against himself. I am begging 
him to be propitiated, satisfied with the 
fright which he has given the impudent fel- 
lows and their master, and to forgive, and 
end the quarrel. Thus two results will fol- 
low ; he will win the respect of men, and 
praise with God, if only he will combine for- 
bearance with threats. If you have any 
friendship and intimacy with him, pray ask 
this favour of him, and, if you know any 
in the town likely to be able to move him, get 
them to act with you, and tell them that it 
will be specially gratifying to me. Send back 
the deacon so soon as his commission is per- 
formed. After men have fled for refuge to 
me, I should be ashamed not to be able to be 
of any use to them. 

LETTER LXXIIL' 

To Callisthenes. 

1. When I had read your letter I thanked 
God ; first, that I been greeted by a man de- 
sirous of doing me honour, for truly I highly 
estimate any intercourse with persons of high 
merit ; secondly, with pleasure at the thought 
of being remembered. For a letter is a sign 
of remembrance ; and when I had received 
yours and learnt its contents I was aston- 
ished to find how, as all were agreed, it paid 
me the respect due to a father from a son. 
That a man in the heat of anger and indig- 
nation, eager to punish those who had an- 
noyed him, should drop more than half his 
vehemence and give me authority to decide 
the matter, caused me to feel such joy as I 
might over a son in the spirit. In return, 
what remains for me but to pray for all bless- 
ings for you? May you be a delight to 
your friends, a terror to your foes, an object 
of respect to all, to the end that any who fall 
short in their duty to you may, when they 
learn how gentle you are, only blame them- 
selves for having wronged one of such a char- 
acter as yourself ! 

2. I should be very glad to know the ob- 
ject which your goodness has in view, in 
ordering the servants to be conveyed to the 
spot where they were guilty of their disor- 
derly conduct. If you come yourself, and 
exact in person the punishment due for the 
oflfence, the slaves shall be there. What 
other course is possible if you have made up 
your mind? Only that I do not know what 
further favour I shall have received, if I shall 
have failed to get the boysofl^ their punishment. 

^ Of Uie same date as Uie preceding. 



But if business detain you on the way, who 
is to receive the fellows there ? Who is to 
punish them in your stead? But if you 
have made up your mind to meet them 
yourself, and this is quite determined on, 
tell them to halt at Sasima, and there show 
the extent of your gentleness and magna- 
nimity. After having your assailants in 
your own power, and so showing them that 
your dignity is not to be lightly esteemed, 
let them go scot free, as I urged you in my 
former letter. So you will confer a favour 
on me, and will receive the requital of your 
good deed from God. 

3. I sp>eak in this way, not because the 
business ought so to be ended, but as a con- 
cession to your agitated feelings, and in 
fear lest somewhat of your wrath may re- 
main still raw. When a man's eyes are in- 
flamed the softest application seems painful, 
and I am afraid lest what I say may rather 
irritate than calm you. What would really 
be most becoming,, bringing great credit to 
you, and no little cause of honour to me with 
my friends and contemporaries, would be for 
you to leave the punishment to me. And 
although you have sworn to deliver them to 
execution as the law enjoins, my rebuke is still 
of no less value as a punishment, nor is the di- 
vine law of less account than the laws current 
in the world. But it will be possible for them, 
by being punished here by our laws, wherein 
too lies your own hope of salvation, both to 
release you from your oath and to undergo a 
penalty commensurate with their faults. 

But once more I am making my letter too 
long. In the very earnest desire to persuade 
you I cannot bear to leave unsaid any of the 
pleas which occur to me, and I am much 
afraid lest my entreaty sliould prove ineffec- 
tual from my ffiiling to say all that may con- 
vey my meaning. Now, true and honoured 
son of the Church, confirm the hopes which 
I have of you ; prove true all the testimony 
unanimously given to your placability and 
gentleness. Give orders to the soldier to leave 
me without delay ; he is now as tiresome and 
rude as he can well be ; he evidently prefers 
giving no cause of annoyance to you to mak- 
ing all of us here his close friends. 

LETTER LXXIV.* 

To Martinianus} 

I. How high do you suppose one to prize 
the pleasure of our meeting one another once 

1 About the same date as the prccedinsr. 

*A dig-nitary of Cappadocia otherwise unknown, whnm 
Basil asks to intercede with the Emperor Valens to prevent 
that division of Cappadocia which afterward led to so much 
trouble. Basil had left Caesarea in the autumn of 371 , on a tour 
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ao^ain? How delightful to spend longer 
time with you so as to enjoy all your good 
qualities ! If powerful proof is given of cul- 
ture in seeing many men's cities and know- 
ing many men's ways,* such I am sure is 
quickly given in your society. For what 
is the difference between seeing many men 
singly or one who has gained experience of 
all together? I should say that there is an 
immense superiority in that which gives us 
the knowledge of good and beautiful things 
Mrithout trouble, and puts within our reach 
instruction in virtue, pure from all admix- 
ture of evil. Is there question of noble deed ; 
of Avords worth handing down ; of institutions 
of men of superhuman excellence? All are 
treasured in the store house of your mind. 
Not then, would I pray, that I might listen 
to you, like Alcinous to Ulysses, only for 
a year, but throughout all my life ; and to 
this end I would pray that my life might be 
longr, even though my state were no easy one. 
Why, then, am I now writing when I ought 
to V>e coming to see you? Because my 
country in her troubles calls me irresistibly 
to her side. You know, my friend, how 
she suffers. She is torn in pieces like Pen- 
thecis by veritable Maenads, daemons. They 
3rs dividing her, and dividing her again, 
iike bad surgeons who, in their ignorance, 
"'^We wounds worse. Suffering as she is 
™rn this dissection, it remains for me to tend 
"^■^ like a sick patient. So the Caesareans 
ha\re urgently appealed to me by letter, and I 
™*->^tgo, not as though I could be of any 
^*p>, but .to avoid any blame of neglect. 
Y^u know how ready men in difficul- 
ties are to hope; and ready too, I ween, to 
"^cl fault, always charging their troubles on 
wH^t has been left undone. 

^« Yet for this very reason I ought to 
"^Ve come to see you, and to have told you 
"^y mind, or rather to implore you to be- 
tnuikyou of some strong measure worthy of 
y^ur wisdom; not to turn aside from my 
^^Untry falling on her knees, but to betake 
yourself to the Court, and, with the boldness 
which is all your own, not to let them sup- 
pose that they own two provinces instead of 
one. They have not imported the second 
from some other part of the world, but have 
acted somewhat in the same way in which 
some owner of horse or ox might act, who 
should cut it in two, and then think that he 
had two instead of one, instead of failing to 

of visitation, or to consecrate his brother bishop of Nyssa 
(Manin, Vit. Bas. Cat. xix.), and returned to Caesarea at the 
appeal of his people tnere. 

^ ef. the openintr of the Ody$$*yt and the imitation of 
Horace, I>e Arte Poet. 14a : 

*' ^»i mores kominnm multomm vidii ei urbes,** 



make two and destroying the one he had. 
Tell the Emperor and his ministers that 
they are not after this fashion increasing the ^ 
empire, for power lies not in number but 
in condition. I am sure that now men are 
neglecting the course of events, some, possi- 
bly, from ignorance of the truth, some from 
their being unwilling to say anything offen- 
sive, some because it does not immediately 
concern them. The course likely to be most 
beneficial, and worthy of your high princi- 
ples, would be for you, if possible, to approach 
the Eniperor in person. If this is difficult 
both on account of the season of the year and 
of your age, of which, as you say, inactivity 
is the foster brother, at all events you need 
have no difficulty in writing. If you thus 
give our country the aid of a letter, you will 
first of all have the satisfaction of knowing 
that you have left nothing undone that was in 
your power, and further, by showing sym- 
pathy, if only in appearance, you will give 
the patient much comfort. Would only 
that it were possible for you to come your- 
self among us and actually see our deplora- 
ble condition I Thus, perhaps, stirred by 
the plain evidence before you, you might 
have spoken in terms wortiiy alike of your 
own magnanimity and of the affliction of 
Caesarea. But do not withhold belief from 
what I am telling you. Verily we want 
some Simonides, or other like poet, to la- 
ment our troubles from actual experience. 
But why name Simonides? I should rather 
mention yEschylus, or any other who has set 
forth a great calamity in words like his, and 
uttered lamentation with a mighty voice. 

3. Now we have no more meetings, no 
more debates, no more gatherings of wise 
men in the Forum, nothing more of all that 
made our city famous. In our Forum now- 
adays it would be stranger for a learned or 
eloquent man to put in an appearance, than 
it would for men, shewing a brand of in- 
iquity or unclean hands, to have presented 
themselves in Athens of old. Instead of them 
we have the imported boorishness of Mas- 
sagetae and Scythians. And only one noise 
is heard of drivers of bargains, and losers of 
bargains, and of fellows under the lash. On 
either hand the porticoes resound with dole- 
ful echoes, as though they were uttering a 
natural and proper sound in groaning at 
what is going on. Our distress prevents our 
paying any attention to locked gymnasia and 
nights when no torch is lighted. There is 
no small danger lest, our magistrates being 
removed, ever3rthing crash down together as 
with fallen props. What words can ade- 
quately describe our calamities? Some have 
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fled into exile, a considerable portion of our 
senate, and that not the least valuable, pre- 
^ fering perpetual banishment to Podandus.' 
^ When I mention Podandus, suppose me 
to mean the Spartan Ceadas ' or any natu- 
ral pit that you may have seen, spots breath- 
ing a noxious vapour, to which some have 
involuntarily given the name Charonian. 
Picture to yourself that the evils of Po- 
dandus are a match for such a place. So, 
of three parts, some have left their homes 
and are in exile, wives and hearth and all ; 
some are being led away like captives, the 
majority of the best men in the city, a piteous 
spectacle to their friends, fulfilling their ene- 
mies' prayers ; if, that is, any one has ever 
been found to call down so dire a curse upon 
our heads. A third division yet remains: 
these, unable to endure abandonment by their 
old companions, and at the same time una- 
ble to provide for themselves, have to hate 
their very lives. 

This is what I implore you to make known 
everywhere with an eloquence all your 
own, and that righteous boldness of speech 
which your manner of life gives you. One 
thing distinctly state ; that, unless the author- 
ities soon change their counsels, they will 
find none left on whom to exercise their 
clemency. You will either prove some help 
to tlie state, or at least you will have done 
as Solon did, who, when he was unable to 
defend his abandoned fellow citizens on the 
capture of the Acropolis, put on his armour, 
and sat down before the gates, thus making 
it plain by this guise that he was no party 
to what was going on.' Of one thing I am 
assured, even though at the present moment 
there may be some who do not approve of 
your advice, the day is not far distant when 
they will give you the greatest credit for 
benevolence and sagacity, because they see 
events corresponding with your prediction. 

LETTER 'LXXV.* 

To Aburgius} 

You have many qualities which raise you 
above the common run of men, but nothing 

1 Now Podando, in Southern Cappadocia, made by Valent 
the chief town of the new division of the province. 

s So the Spartans named the pit into which condemned 
criminals were thrown. Pausanias, Book IV. 18, 4. Thucyd., 
i. 1 14, Strabo, viii. 367. 

• i^, on the seizure of the Acropolis by Pisistratias, Solon, 
re^istinfi^ the instances of his friends that he should flee, returnea 
them for answer, when they asked him on what he relied for 
protection, •• On my old age." Plutarch, Solon 30. The senate 
beini? of the faction of Pisistratus, said that he was mad. Solon 
replied : 

Diog, Lmrt, x-49. 

* About the same dnte ns the preceding. 

' cf. Letters xxxiii. cxlvii. clxxvili. cxcvi. and ccciv. 



is more distinctly characteristic of you than 
your zeal for your country. Thus you, who 
have risen to such a height as to become 
illustrious throughout all the world, pay a 
righteous recompense to the land that gave 
you birth. Yet she, your mother city, who 
bore you and nursed you, has fallen into the in- 
credinle condition of ancient story ; and no one 
visiting Caesarea, not even those most famil- 
iar with her, would recognise her as she 
is; to such complete abandonment has she 
been suddenly transformed, many of her 
magistrates having been previously re- 
moved, and now nearly all of. them trans- 
ferred to Podandus. The remainder, torn 
from these like mutilated extremities, have 
themselves fallen into complete despair, and 
have caused such a general weight of despon- 
dency, that the population of the city is now 
but scanty ; the place looks like a desert, a pit- 
eous spectacle to all who love it, and a cause 
for delight and encouragement to all who have 
long been plotting for our fall. Who then 
will reach out a hand to help us ? Who will 
drop a tear of pity over our faith ? You have 
sympathised with a stranger city in like dis- 
tress ; will not your kindly excellency feel for 
her who gave you birth ? If you have any 
influence, show it in our present need. Cer- 
tainly you have great help from God, Who 
has never abandoned you, and has g^ven 
you many proofs of His kindness. Only be 
willing to exert yourself in our behalf, and 
use all the influence you have for the succour 
of your fellow citizens. 

LETTER LXXVI." ' 
To Sophronius the Master.^ 

The greatness of the calamities, which 
have befallen our native city, did seem likely 
to compel me to travel in person to the court, 
and there to relate, both to your excellency 
and to all those who are most influential in 
affairs, the dejected state in which Cssarea 
is lying. But I am kept here alike by ill- 
health and by the care of the Churches. In 
the meantime, therefore, I hasten to tell your 
lordship our troubles by letter, and to ac- 
quaint you that never ship, drowned in sea 
by furious winds, so suddenly disappeared, 
never city shattered by earthquake or over- 
whelmed by flood, so swif\ly vanished out of 
sight, as our city, engulfed by this new con- 
stitution, has gone utterly to ruin. Our 
misfortunes have passed into a tale. Our 
institutions are a thing of the past ; and all 

1 Of the same date aa the preceding. 

s i,e, maffiftft offieiorum, ^,L^Ur9 SDcil., xcri., cIzxtU., 
clxxz., cxciii., cdzzii. 



our men of high civil rank, in ilcspair at 
^vhi*t has happened to our magistr.ites, have 
left their homes in the city anJ are 'wander- 
»i»i5 about the country. There is a break 
thtirefore in the necessary conduct of affairs, 
iiiitl the city, which ere now gloried both in 
tnen of learning and in others who abound 
in opulent towns, has become a most un- 
seemly spectacle. One only consolation 
hiivc we left in our troubles, and that Is to 
&i"t»an over our misfortunes to your esct'l- 
loncy and to implore you, if you can, to 
J'ea^li out the helping hand to Casarea who 
fulls on her knees before you. How indeed 
>"oii may be able to aid us I am not myself 
^t>le to explain ; but I am sure that to you, 
^vith all vour intelligence, it will be easy to 
*liscover the means, and not difficult, through 
thtr power given you by God, to use them 
Nvhen they are found. 

LETTER LXXVIL' 

iVil/wul inscription : about Therasius* 

OxE good thing we have certainly gained 
"■Om the government of the great Therasius, 
^nd that is that you have frequently paid us 
a visit. Now, nlus I we have lost our gov- 
ernor, and we are deprived of this good 
thing too. But since the boons once given 
us by God remain immovable, and, although 
We are parted in body, abide fixed by mem- 
ory in the souls of each of us, let us constantly 
wrile. and communicate our needs to one 
fliiolher. And this we may well do at the 
present moment, when the storm for a brief 
sp.ice has cried a trnce. I trust that you will 
not part from the admirable Therasius, for I 
think that if is very becoming to share his 
great anxieties, and I am delighted at the op- 
portunity given you both of seeing your friends 
and of being seen by them.' I have much to 
sjy about many things, but I put it off till 
we meet, for it is, I think, hardly safe to 
entrust matters of such importance to letters. 



LETTER LXXVIIL' 



Without inscriptioi 



' of Elpidius. 



I HAVE not failed to observe (he interest 
you have shown in our venerable friend 
Elpidius; and how with your usual intelli- 
gence you have given the prefect an oppor- 
tunity of showing his kindness. What I am 

1 or ih« same Aukm the pRccdine. 

■ Perlupi to Kljiidiui. Thrnisiui ii protubly the gnwrnor 

•ThatHiU hen corrupt. The ^tn.'E.A. txj " tomfUiil- 
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now writing to ask you is to make this favour 
complete and suggest to the prefect that he 
should by a particular order set over our 
city the man w!io is full of all possible care 
for the public interests. You will therefore 
have many admirable reasons to urge upon 
the prefect ibr his ordering Elpidius to re- 
main at Coisarea. There is at all events no 
need for you to be taught by me, since you 
yourself know only too well, what is the 
position of affairs, and how capable Elpidimt 
is in administration. 



LETTER LXXIX.' 



To Eustatkiu 



) 0/ Stibaslia.* 



Even before receiving your letter I knew 
what trouble you are ready to undergo for 
everyone, and specially for my humble self 
because I am exposed In this struggle. So 
when I received your letter from the rev- 
erend Eleusinius, and saw him actually 
before my face, I praised God for bestowing 
on me such a champion and comrade, in my 
struggles on behalf of true religion by the 
aid of the Spirit. Be \i known to your ex- 
alted reverence that I have hitherto sustained 
some attacks from high magistrates, and 
these no light ones; while both the prefect 
and the high chamberlain pleaded with 
sympathy for my opponents. But, bo far, 
I have sustained every assault unmoved, by 
that mercy of God which supplies to me the 
aid of the Spirit, and strengthens my weak- 
ness through Him. 

LETTER LXXX." 

To Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria. 

The worse the diseases of the Churches 
grow, the more do we all turn to your ex- 
cellency, in the belief that your champion- 
ship is the one consolation left to us in our 
troubles. By the power of your prayers, 
and j'our knowledge of what is the best 
course to suggest in tile emergency, you are 
believed to be able to save us from this 
terrible tempest by all alike who know your 
excellency even to a small extent, whether 
by hearsay or by personal experience. 
Wherefore, cease not. I implore, to pray 
for our souls and to rouse us by your letters. 
Did you but know of what service these are 

I AIinnflhUTGirHI. 

tif.LttlircAti. Scbulc i> Slivu on the HnWs. On Ens. 
lalhiui to Rusil « type it once of the unwinhiible Elhiopiin 

dourforVhritin^'iid llnJc-«"lng, "itfr°r cc".".'".).) VidS 

• PUced In 371 or eutj In jji. 
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to us you would never have lost a single op- 
portunity of writing. Could I only, by the 
aid of your prayers, be deemed worthy of 
seeing you, and of enjoying your good quali- 
ties, and of adding to the story of my life a 
meeting with your truly great and apostolical 
soul, then I should indeed believe that I had 
received from God's mercy a consolation 
equivalent to all tlie afflictions of my life. 

LETTER LXXXI.i 

To Bishop Innocent} 

I WAS delighted to receive the letter your 
affection sent me ; but I am equally grieved 
at your having laid on me the load of a re- 
sponsibility which is more than I can carry. 
How can I, so far removed as I am, under- 
take so great a charge? As long as the 
Church possesses you, it rests as it were on 
its proper buttress. Should the Lord be 
pleased to make some dispensation in the 
matter of your life, whom, from among us 
here can I send to take the charge of the 
brethren, who will be in like esteem with 
yourself? That is a very wise and proper 
wish which you express in your letter, that 
while you are yet alive you may see the suc- 
cessor destined after you to guide the chosen 
flock of the Lord (like the blessed Moses, 
who both wished and saw). As the place is 
great and famous, and your work has great 
and wide renown, and the times are difficult, 
needing no insignificant guide on account of 
the continuous storms and tempests which 
are attacking the Church, I have not thought 
it safe for my own soul to treat the matter per- 
functorily, specially when I bear in mind the 
terms in which you write. For you s »y that, 
accusing me of disregard of the Churches, 
you mean to withstand me before the Lord. 
Not then to be at issue with you, but rather 
to have you on my side in my defence 
which I make in the presence of Christ 
I have, after looking round in the assembly 
of the presbyters of the city, chosen the very 
honourable vessel, the offspring' of the 
blessed Hermogenes, who wrote the great 
and invincible creed in the great Synod.* 
He is a presbyter of the Church, of many 

> Placed in wa. 

> cf. Lttter 1. The see of this Innocent is unknown, ef. 
Letter Ixxxi. and note. To the title of this letter one manu- 
script adds ** of Rome,'* as the Ben. Ed. note ^^prorsms ab- 
turde.** 

3 cVvofOf, i.e. the spiritual oflfspring of Hermogenes, by 
whom ne had been ordained. 

« Bishop of Caesarea, in which see he preceded Dianios. 
cf. Letters ccxliv. 9 and cclxtii. 3. "The great Synod" is 
Nica:a. Baronius on the year 3^5 remarks that Basil's memory 
must have failed him, inasmuch as not Hermogenes but Leon, 
tius was present at Nicxa as Bishop of Caesarea. But Hermo- 
genes may have been present in lower orders, cf, Stanley, 
£ast, CA.'pp. 105, 140. 



years standing, of steadfast character, skilled 
in canons, accurate in the faith, who has lived 
up to this time in continence and ascetic dis- 
cipline, although the severity of his austere 
life has now subdued the flesh ; a man of 
povfirty, with no resources in this world, so 
that he is not even provided with bare bread, 
but by the labour of his hands gets a living 
with the brethren who dwell with him. It 
is my intention to send him. If, then, this is 
the kind of man you want, and not some 
younger man fit only to be sent and to dis* 
charge the common duties of this world, be 
so good as tp write to me at the first oppor- 
tunity, that I may send you this man, who 
is elect of God, adapted for the present work, 
respected by all who meet him, and who 
instructs with meekness all who differ from 
him. I might have sent him at once, but 
since you yourself had anticipated me in ask- 
ing for a man of honourable character, and 
beloved by myself, but far inferior to the one 
whom I have indicated, I wished my mind 
in the matter to be made known to you. If 
therefore this is the kind of man you want, 
either send one of the brethren to fetch him 
at the time of the fast, or, if 3*ou have no one 
able to undertake the journey to me, let me 
know by letter. 

LETTER LXXXII.' 

To Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria, 

When I turn my gaze upon the world, 
and perceive the diffficulties by which every 
effort after good is obstructed, like those of 
a man walking in fetters, I am brought to 
despair of myself. But then I direct my 
gaze in the direction of your reverence ; I 
remember that our Lord has appointed you 
to be physician of the diseases in the 
Churches; and I recover my spirits, and rise 
from the depression of despair to the hope of 
better things. As your wisdom well knows, 
the whple Church is undone. And you see 
everything in all directions in your mind's 
eye like a man looking from some tall watch 
tower,' as when at sea many ships sail- 
ing together are all dashed one against 
the other by the violence of the waves, and 
shipwreck arises in some cases from the sea 
being furiously agitated from without, in 
others from the disorder of the sailors hin- 
dering and crowding one another. It is 
enough to present this picture, and to say 

> Placed at the end of 371 or the beginning of 37a. 

*Thc fitness of this figure in a letter to the bishop of Alex- 
andria will not escape notice. At the eastern extremity of the 
island of Pharos still stood the marble lighthouse 'erected 
more than 600 years before by Ptolemy II., and not destroyed 
till after the thirteenth century. 
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no more.* Your wisdom requires nothing lies in your power to bring about tlierestora- 
farrther, and the present state of affairs does tion of my own city, now level with the 
not allow me freedom of speech. What cap- ground, it is, I think, only my duty to re- 
aV>le pilot can be found in such a storm? mind your excellency that in the hope of the 
WHo is worthy to rouse the Lord to rebuke requital God will give, you should show 
ttie wind and the sea? Who but he whp yourself of such a character as to win a 
from his boyhood * fought a good fight on memory that cannot die, and be made an in- 
l>e Half of true religion? Since now truly all heritor of everlasting^ rest, in consequence of 
tHat is sound among us is moving in the your making the afflictions of the distressed 
direction of fellowship and unity with less hard to bear. I have a property at Cha- 
those who are of the same opinion, we have manene, and I beg you to look after its 
confidently to implore you to send us interests as though they were your own. And 
single letter, advising us what is to be pray do not be surprised at my calling my 
In this way they wish that they may friend's property my own, for among other 
a beginning of communication which virtues I have been taught that of friendship, 
promote unity. They may, peradven- and I remember the author of the wise say- 
;, be suspected by you, when you remem- ing a friend is another self.* I therefore 
the past, and therefore, most God-be- commend to your excellency this property 
id Father, do as follows; send me the belonging to my friend, as though it were 
to the bishops, either by the hand of my own. I beg you to consider the mis- 
one in whom you place trust in Alex- fortunes of the house, and both to grant them 
^•^clria, or by the hand of our brother Doro- consolation for the past, and for the future to 
^H^us the deacon : when I have received make the place more comfortable for them ; 
^H^se letters I will not deliver them till I for it is now left and abandoned on account 
^^avre got the bishops' answers; if not, let me of the weight of the rates imposed upon it. 
** bear the blame for ever."" Truly this I will do my best to meet your excellency 
^^^-»^ht not to have struck more awe into him and converse with you on points of detail. 
Wo first uttered it to his father, than into 

who now say it to my spiritual father. j p-r^p^ LXXXIV * 

however you altogether renounce this 
y ^^ pe, at least free me from all blame in act- j»^ ^j^^ President} 

**^^ as I have, for I have undertaken this 

'^^issag^ and mediation in all sincerity and i. You will hardly believe what I am about 

^* Tiplicity, from desire for peace and the to write, but it must be written for truth's 

'"^Utual intercourse of all who think alike sake. I have been very anxious to commu- 

^V>out the Lord. nicate as often as possible with your excel- 
lency, but when I got this opportunity of 

LETTER LXXXIII.* writing a letter I did not at once seize the 

lucky chance. I hesitated and hung back. 

To a Magistrate} What is astonishing is, that when I got what 

• 111 t_ ^ 'a. J I had been praying for, I did not take it. 

I HAVE had only a short acquamtance and rp,^ -^o.^^^r fi;:o ;o i.v.of t o.v, ^^oIK^ 

•_^ .y^ , , ,> 1 ^ T L J-ne reason or this is that 1 am really 

intercourse with your lordship but I have ^^hamed to write to you every time, not out 

no small or contemptible knowledge of you ^^ friendship, but with the object of 

from thereportsthrough which I am brought [j something. But then I bethought 

into cqinmumcation with many men of po- ^^ ^^^^j ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^j j^^ j j ^^ ^ «^^, 

sition and .importance. \ 011 yourself are ^.^^^^^^ ^^^^^ (^^^ j communicate with you 

better able to say whether I, by report, am ^ore for the sake of a bargain than of friend- 

ofany account with you. At all events your ^^ . that there must be a difference between 

reputation with me is such as I have said, .l^ „,«„ • ,.,k:^u ^^^ or^^^^ooU^^e « r^orric 

'' . /-Ill 11 1 . the way in which one approaches a magris- 

ut since God has called vou to an occuoa- . , ^ •, . . ^s^r , . " . 




«On Basil's use of this nautical metaphor, c/. i>* spiritu We try to get some advantage from the skill 

.9a«c/a, chap. XXX. It is of course a literary commonplace, ^c ^uZ. ^«^«^J 4.u« •«.^c:»:^.« ^C ♦!-.« /^fU^.- 

bttt BaiiPs associations all lay inland. *^ of the OUC and the pOSltlOU Of the Other. 

« The story of »» the boy bishop " will be remembered, whose — — ■ 

serious game of baptism attracted the notice of Alexander i ^. Aristotle Etk, Nie.\\\ui2ti\ and Cic. Lcel, xxi. So, 

and led to the education of Athanasius in the Episcopal amicus est tanguam alter idem, 

Klace. Soc., Bee. I fist. \. 15. Rutinus i. 14. ef, Keblc, Lyra * Placed in the year .^73. 

MoeemtiMm. •• Enacting holy rites." » Probably Elias. c/. Letters xciv. and xcvi. The orphan 

s Gen. xliii. p. « Placed in 373. grandson of the aged man in whose behalf Basil writes had 

* Cemsitar, i.e. the magistrate responsible for rating and been placed on the Senatorial roll, and the old man in conse- 

taxatioa in the prorioces. quencc was compelled to serve again. 
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Walk in the sun, and your shadow will fol- the law, or to refuse to yield to the prayers 

low you, whether you will or not. Just of your friends. 

so intercourse with the great is followed by 

an inevitable gain, the succour of the dis- LETFER LXXXV." 

tressed. The first object of my letter is 

fulfilled in my being able to greet your ex- That the oath ought not to be taken* 

cellency. Really, it I had no other cause for , . invariable custom to orotest at 

writing at all, this must be regarded as an ^^ ^\ "^^, invariable custom to protest at 

11 ^ ^ • r> 4. J * u ^ J ^- every synod and to urge privately in conver- 

exceUent topic. Be greeted then my dear ^^y ^j^^^ , ^^8 P ^ / 

S.r; may you be preserved by all the world ^ be imposed on husbandmen by the col- 

while you fill office after office, and succour ,^^j^^^ F^^ ^^^^.^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ 

now some now others by your authority. ^^ ^ . .^. ^^ ^^ 

Such greetmg I am wont to make ; such ^^^ ^ .^ ^^ ^^ j. 

creetms: IS only due to you from all who have • a* ,.• j ^.i > i i^ j 

u 1 i.1.® I -."^ -^c - A inflicting death upon mens souls, and to de- 

had the least experience of your goodness ^j^ ^^^^ other means of exaction, while 

m youradministration. vou let men keep their souls unwounded. I 

. 2. Now, after this prayer, liear mv sup- " .4. .1 4. ..4.1 1. j 1 

i. ^ V , ,r c^v^ 11 " u write thui to you, not as though vou needed 

plication on behalf of the poor old man whom „ . « ^1 u 1* 4.- ^ /r - 'u 

Ji_ . • I J 1 1 «. 1 f any spoken exhortation (for you have your 

the imperial order had exempted from serv- ^ -^ *. ,. ^ . , ^ / * r -.u 

. *^ , ,. .. \, , ,1 T own immediate inducements to fear the 

ingm any public capacity ; though reaUy I Lo^d), but that all your dependents may learn 

might say that old age anticipated the Em- ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^. ^^ 

peror m giving him his discharge. You j^j ^ ^rbidden sin become a matter of in- 




from reeard to the public interest, lest any r^4.u i*u^ j'ui 

, I ij 4.^ 4.U 4. 4 r from them, and they suffer an undeniable 

harm should come to the state from a man „ ^_ ^ V 11^ 1 1 



a child not yet four years old, to be on the ^^^ ^ J. . , , ^ -4. r 1 

u c 4.\ *, ^ -ir u J 4.U means of trickery and an opportunity for de- 
roll of the senate? You have done the very , , ir 4.k 4u t 1 u • 1 

, . \ A cr \h \\ th <y| ^' ' then, the Lord brings a sharp retri- 

, . , "^j* ^ •'^ • * UK 'u • ** bution on the perjured, when the debtors are 

his descendant, aeam into public business, j .^ 1 u • u 4. -.i -n u 

T. . T J • 1 u destroyed by punishment there will be none 

But now, I do implore you, have mercy on .^ „^ / ^^ i^J^ , t^ ., ., 

, ^, ' J r u 4.1 *i If to answer when summoned. If on the other 

both aees, and free both on the ground of , 1 4.1 t -j 1 -^ -^.u 1 a- - 

, . .^ ' , . .^. u 1 rr^y ^ haud the Lord endures with long sunTering:, 

what in each case is pitiable. The one never ,1 _ t 'j u r 4.u 1 u ^ • J 

c ^x .1 ^ 1 4.1 u 4 then, as 1 said before, those who h ive tried 

saw father or mother, never knew them, but ., ^ '„»•« ^ r 4.u« t lv«j j • u- j 

/. , . „ ' J • J r u 4U the patience of the Lord despise His cfood- 

from his very cradle was deprived of both, ^ «„ t 4. 4.1 ^ * u 1 4.1 1 • • 

J , I J • 1. IT u *i. u 1 r ness. Let them not break tlie law in vain; 

and has entered into life by the help of • . .» _, 4. 1 * ♦u 4.u r /^ 1 • ! 

4. 4.U 4.U u u s let them not whet the wrath of God agfainst 

strangers : the other has been preserved so ^^^^ j ^^^^ ^^j ^ ^^^^ j 1,^ ^^S ^j 

ong as o have suffered every kind of ca- obedient wilt see. 
lamity. He saw a sons untimely death; he 

saw a house without successors; now, un- LEITFR IXXXVT' 

less you devise some remedy commensurate * ^ 

with your kindness, he will see the very To the Governor.^ • 

consolation of his bereavement made an oc- 
casion of innumerable troubles, for, I sup- I know that a first and foremost object of 
pose, the little lad will never act as senator, your excellency is in every way to support 
collect tribute, or pay troops; but once the right; and afler that to benefit your 
again the old man's white hairs must be fiends, and to exert yourself in behalf of 
shamed. Concede a favour in accordance those who have fled to your lordship's pro- 
with the law and agreeable to nature; order tection. Both these pleas are combined in 
the boy to be allowed to wait till he come to the matter before us. The cause is right for 
man's estate, and the old man to await death i piaced in the year 37a. 

quietly on his bed. Let others, if they will, . jThedUtress of the bippadodans under the load of Uxe« 
^ < ^ ^ c ri« !•*■ described in Letter ixxiv. An objectionable custom arose, 

urge the pretext Ot press 01 business and in- or was extended, of putting the country people on oath as to 

evitable necessity. But, even if you are "■%"<iF,t "a"™'? SSS « the p««di„K. 

under a press of business, it would not be * Probably to EUas. Three manuscripte add "of recom. 
like you to despise the distressed, to slight ^SS^'tio- »« beluUf «' P^'byter. .bout U« crrylo, off of 
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which we are pleading; it is dear to me gold furnished by contribution.' We have 

who am numbered among your friends ; it is no better witness to our poverty than your- 

due to those who are invoking the ifid of self, for with your great kindness you have 

your constancy in their sufferings. The corn, felt for us, and, up to the present time, so 

which was all my very dear brother Doro- far as has lain within your power, have 

the us had for the necessaries of life, has been borne with us, never departing from your 

carried off by some of the authorities at own natural forbearance from any alarm 

Berisi, entrusted with the management of caused by superior authority. Now of the 

affairs, driven to this violence of their own whole sum there is still something wanting, 

accord or by others* instigation. Either way and that must be got in from the contribu- 

it is an indictable offence. For how does tion which we have recommended to all the 

the man whose wickedness is his own do town. What I ask is, that you will grant us 

less wrong than he who is the mere minister a little delay, that a reminder may be sent to 

of other men's wickedness? To the sufferers dwellers in the country, and most of our 

the loss is the same. I implore you, there- magistrates are in the country. If it is pos- 

fore, that Dorotheus may have his com re- sible for it to be sent in short of as many 

turned by the men by whom he has been pounds as those in which we are still behind- 

rol>lDed, and that they may not he allowed to hand, I should be glad if you would so 

lay the guilt of their outrage on other men's arrange, and the amount shall be sent later, 

shoulders. If you grant me my request I If, however, it is absolutely necessary that 

shall reckon the value of the boon conferred the whole sum should be sent in at once, then 

by your excellency in proportion to the I repeat my first request that we may be 

necessity of providing one's self with food, allowed a longer time of grace* 

LETTER LXXXVII.* LETTER LXXXIX.* 

m 

Without address on the same subject* ^^ Meletius, bishop of Antioch. 

I AM astonished that, with yon to appeal , ^J^"^ eagerness of my longing is soothed 

to, so grave an offence should have been by the opportunities which the merciful God 

committed against the presbvter as that he gY** Z^. °^. sal"t>ng, yo""" reverence. He 

should have been deprived of his only means H'mself is witness of the earnest desire which 

of livelihood. The most serious part of the ^ ^""^ '« «« .y^HT ^fr^' ^"^ '« f "J°y y^""" 

business is that the perpetrators transfer the ^"^ "^^ soul-refreshmg instruction. Now 

guilt of their proceedings to you ; while all ^^ "^y «verend and excellent brother Doro- 

the while it was your duty not only not to t'Pf"''' '•'^ ''««*^<"'' ^^o is setting out, first of 

suffer such deeds to be done, but to use all "'^ ^ ^ y°" '» P™/ ^o"" ™« t'^a' ^ ^e no 

your authority to prevent them in the case of stumbling block to the people, nor hindrance 

'any one, but specially in the case of pres- J? y**""" P^ 'tions to propitiate the Lord. In 

byters, and such presbyters as are in agree- "'« ff «"'• P>«" ^ wo»»<l s,"gg^f,t t'«" y"» 

nient with me, and are walking in the same would be so good as to make all ariange- 

wav of true religion. If then you have any ments through the afore-mentioned brother ; 

care to give me gratification, see that these ^^'f'/^'' sterns well that a letter should be 

matters are set right without delay. For, «^"' *° ^^^ Westerns, because it is only right 

God helping you, yon are able to do this, J**"' communication should be made in writ- 



and greater things than this to whom vou '"S «^^" t'\'"«"?'' 'f ^^^ «iiessenger, that 

will. I have written to the governor of 'mv you will dictate the letter. I have met 

own country,' that, if thev refuse to do Sabinus the deacon, sent by them, and have 

what is right of their own accord, they may )!:""«" *? *'^«^ bishops in lUyria, Italy, and 

be compelled to do so on pressure from the ^«"'' «"*^ *° ^'""^ ,°/ '•'2?« who have written 

courts. privately to myself. For it is right that 

^ „___.„ _ YVY\7TTT 4 some one should be sent in the common in- 

Lb 1 1 t-K LJUU5.V1U. terests of the Synod, conveying a second let- 

lir,thout address on the subject of the exaction ter which I beg you to have written. 

OJ tuxes m X XP**^'*" iroayttar«vTMt6i', Lat. auntm eomparatiiium . The 

^old collected for the equipment of troops. Cod.T1ieod.\\{.6.'S, 

Your excellency knows better than any The^rovincesof the lsa«t,wiih the exception of Osroene and 

_ 1 ..u j-m ii. r «.!.•— 4. -- 4.1- -- 4.1- Isauria, contributed eold instead ofactu.il equipment. The 

one else the dimCUlty of gettmg together the Ben. note quotes a law of Valens that this WM to be paid 

• between Sept. i and April i, and argues thence that this letter 

1 Of the tame date as the precedins:* ' Probably to Elias. may be definitely dated in March, 373, and not long^ before 

> llarptc The Ben. Ed suppose the reference to be here to Easter, which fell on April 8. 

Annesi. cf. LeiUrs viii. and U. * Of the tame date. * Placed in the year 37a. 
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2. As to what concerns the right rever- 
end bishop Athanasiiis, your intelligence is 
already aware of what I will mention, that 
it is impossible for anything to be advanced 
by my letters, or for any desirable objects to 
be carried out, unless by some means or 
other he receives communion from you, who 
at that time postponed it. He is described 
as being very anxious to unite with me, and 
to be willing to contribute all he can, but to 
be sorry that he was sent away without com- 
munion, and that the promise still remains 
unfulfilled.' 

What is going on in the East cannot have 
failed to reach your reverence's ears, but the 
afore mentioned brother will give you more 
accurate information by word of mouth. Be 
so good as to dispatch him directly after 
Easter, because of his waiting for the answer 
from Samosata. Look kindly on his zeal; 
strengthen him by your prayers and so dis- 
patch him on this commission. 



LETTER XC.« 

7o the holy brethren the bishops of the West} 

1. The good God Who ever mixes con- 
solation with affliction has, even now in the 
midst of my pangs, granted me a certain 
amount of comfort in the letters which our 
right honourable father bishop Athanasius 
has received from you and sent on' to me. 
For they contain evidence of sound faith and 
proof of your inviolable agreement and con- 
cord, showing thus that the shepherds are 
following in the footsteps of the Fathers and 
feeding the people of the Lord with know- 
ledge. All this has so much gladdened my 
heart as to dispel my despondency and to 
create something like a smile in my soul in 
the midst of the distressing state of affairs in 
which we arc now placed. The Lord has 
also extended His consolation to me by 
means of the reverend deacon Sabinus, my 
son, who has cheered my soul by giving me 
an exact narrative of your condition ; and 
from personal experience of his own, will 
give you clear tidings of ours, that you may, 



I It is the contention of Tillcmont thrit this cannot apply to 
the ^reat Athanasius. to whom Mcletius is not likely to have 
refused communion, but is more probably to be referred to 
some other unknown Athanasius. Mnran, however, points 
out ( Vit. Bax. xxii.) mt only how the circumstances fit in, but 
how the statement that communion was refused by Meletius is 
borne out by Lfttfr cclviii. § i. q.v. Athanasius was in fact 
so fir committed to the other side in the unhappy Antiochene 
dispute that it was impossible for him to reco};rn'ise Meletius. 
cf, Newman. Chnrck of the Fathers^ chap. vii. 

• Placed in 37a. 

' By Newman, who translates the first paragraphs, this 
letter, as well as xcii., is viewed ia close connection with 
Litter Ixx., addressed to Daroasus. 



in the first place, aid me in my trouble by 
earnest and constant prayer to God; and 
next that you may consent to g^ve such con- 
solation as lies in your power to our afflicted 
Churches. For here, very honourable breth- 
ren, all is in a weak state ; the Church has 
given way before the continuous attacks of 
her foes, like some bark in mid-ocean buf- 
feted by successive blows of the waves; 
unless haply there be some quick visitation 
of the divine mercy. As then we reckon 
your mutual sympathy and unity an impor- 
tant blessing to ourselves, so do we implore 
you to pity our dissensions ; and not, be- 
cause we are separated by a great extent of 
country, to part us from you, but to admit 
us to the concord of one body, because we 
are united in the fellowship of the Spirit. 

2. Our distresses are notorious, even 
though we leave them untold, for now their 
sound has gone out into all the world. The 
doctrines of the Fathers are despi.scd ; apos- 
tolic traditions are set at nought ; the devices 
of innovators are in vogue in the Churches; 
now men are rather contrivers of cunning 
systems than theologians ; the wisdom of this 
world wins the highest prizes and has rejected 
the glory of the cross. Shepherds are ban- 
ished, and in their places are introduced 
grievous wolves harrying the flock of Christ. 
Houses of prayer have nonfe to assemble in 
them ; desert places are full of lamenting 
crowds. The elders lament when they com- 
pare the present with the past. The younger 
are yet more to be compassionated, for they 
do not know of what they have been de- 
prived. All this is enough to stir the pity 
of men who have learnt the love of Christ ; 
but, compared with the actual state of things, 
words fall very far short. If then there be 
any consolation of love, any fellowship of 
the Spirit, any bowels of mercy, be stirred to 
help us. Be zealous for true religion, and 
rescue us from this storm.' Ever be spoken 
among us with boldness that famous dogma * 
of the Fathers, which destroys the ill-famed 
heresy of Arius, and builds up the Churches 
in the sound doctrine wherein the Son is 
confessed to be of one substance with the 
Father, and the Holy Ghost is ranked and 
worshipped as of equal honour, to the end that 
through your prayers and co-operation the 
Lord may grant to us that same boldness for 
the truth and glorying in the confession of 
the divine and saving Trinity which He has 
given you. But the aforenamed deacon will 
tell you every thing in detail. We have 
welcomed your apostolic zeal for orthodoxy 

1 mjpvyfMu </*. note on the Dt Sp. Sancto, p. 42. 
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und have agreed to all that has been canon i- 
cally done by your reverences. 

LETTER XCL 

To Vakrianus, Bishop of Ulyricum} 

Thanks be to the Lord, Who has per- 
mitted me to see in your unstained life the 
fruit of primitive love. Far apart as you 
are in body, you have united yourself to me 
by writing; you have embraced me with 
spiritual and holy longing; you have im- 
planted unspeakable ailection in my soui. 
Now I have realized the force of the proverb, 
'*A8 cold water is to a thirsty soul so is 
good news from a far country." ' Honoured 
brother, I really hunger for affection. The 
cause is not far to seek, for iniquity is mul- 
tiplied and the love of many has grown cold/ 
For this reason your letter is precious to me, 
and I am replying by our reverend brother 
Sabinus. By him I make myself known to 
you, and beseech you to be watchful in 
prayers on our behalf, that God may one 
day grant calm and quiet to the Church here, 
and rebuke this wind and sea, that so we 
"lay be freed from the storm and agitation in 
▼hich we are now every moment expecting 
to be submerged. But in these our troubles 
one great boon has God given us in hearing 
fbatyou are in exact agreement and unity with 
one another, and that the doctrines of true re- 
ligion are preached among you without let or 
hindrance. For at some time or other, un- 
less the period of this world is not aheady 
concluded, and if there yet remain days of 
human life, it must needs be that by your 
means the faith must be renewed in the East, 
and that in due season you recompense her 
for the blessings which she has given you. 
The sound part among us here, which pre- 
serves the true r^hgion of the Fathers, is 
sore stricken, and the devil in his wiliness 
has shattered it by many and various subtle 
assaults. But, by the help of the prayers of 
you who love the Lord, may the wicked 
and deceitful heresy of the Arian error be 
quenched ; may the good teaching of the 
Fathers, who met at Nicaea, shine forth ; 
so that the ascription of glory may be 
rendered to the blessed Trinity in the terms 
of the baptism of salvation. 

' Placed in 37a. 

* Or, in snme MSS., the Illvrians. Valcrianus, bishop 
of Aquilei:i, wan present at the Synod held in Rome in .^71 
(Theod->ret, Hi»i. Err. ii. a), and siI.ho at the Synod in the 
same city in .%8j. (Theod. Ecc. Hint. v. 9, where see note.) 
Dorotheus or Sabinus had broirjrht letters from Ath.masius 
and at the same time a letter from V'alerianus. Basil takes 
the opportunity to reply. 

• Prov. V. aj. « cf. Matt. xx»v. 1 j. 



LETTER XCIL' 

To the Italians and Gauls. 

I . To our right godly and holy brethren who 
are ministering in Italy and Gaul, bishops 
of like mind with us, we, Meletius, • Euse- 
bius,* Basil,* Bassus,* Gregory,* Pelagius,^ 
Paul, Anthimus,' Theodotus,* Bithus,*** 
Abraamius,*' Jobinus, Zeno,** Theodoietus, 
Marcianus, Barachus, Abraamius,*' Liban- 
ius, Thalassius, Joseph, Boethus, lafrius,'* 
Theodotus, Eustathiiis,** Barsumas, John, 
Chosroes, Iosaces,**Narses, Maris, Gregory,*' 
and Daphnus, send greeting in the Lord. 
Souls in anc^uish find some consolation in 
sending sigh after sigh from the bottom of 
tlie heart, and even a tear shed breaks the 
force of affliction. But sighs and tears give 
us less consolation than the opportunity of 
telling our troubles to your love. We are 
moreover cheered by the better hope that, 
peradventure, if we announce our troubles 
to you, we may move you to give us that suc- 
cour which we have long hoped you would 
give the Churches in the East, but which we 
have not yet received ; God, Who in His wis- 
dom arranges all things, must have ordained 
according to the hidden judgments of His 
righteousness, that we should be tried for a 
longer time in these temptations. The fame 
of our condition has travelled to the ends of 
the earth, and you are not igrtorant of it; 
nor are you without sympathy with brethren 
of like mind with yourselves, for you are 
disciples of the apostle, who tenches us that 
love for our neighbour is the fulfilling of the 
law.*** But, as we have said, the just judg- 
ment of God, which has ordained that the 
affliction due to our sins must be fulfilled, 
has held you back. But when you have 
learnt all, specially what has not hitherto 
reached your ears, from our reverend brother 
the deacon Sabinus. who will be able to 
narrate in f>erson what is omitted in our 
letter, we do beseech you to be roused both 
to zeal for the truth and sympathy for us. 
We implore yon to put on bowels of mercy, 
to lay aside all hesitation, and to undertake 
the labour of love, without counting length 
of way, your own occupations, or any other 
human interests. 

» Placed in 37a. • Of Tyana. 

« Of Antioch. • Of Xicopolis. 

■ Of Samosata. " Vitus of Carrhae. 

« Of Caesarca. " Of Batnae. r/. Letttr cxxxil. 

* Tillemont conjectures Barses of Edessa. 

« Of N;i7.ianzus, the elder. >« Of Tyre. 

' Of Laodicca. » Of Urimi in SvHa. 

*< For latrius, Maran would read Otrcius of Melmne. 
" Of Sebasteia. 

>■ M.-inm would read I^aaces, and identify him with the 
the Isacoccs of Armc lia Major. 
" Pr.»'vihiy of Mys!ta, lately caosecrated. 
^cj. Hoin. zili. 10. 
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2. It is not only one Church which is in 
peril, nor yet two or three which have 
fallen under this terrible storm. The mis- 
chief of this heresy sp'-eads almost from the 
borders of Illyricum to the Thebaid. Its 
bad seeds were first sown by the infamous 
Arius; they then took deep root through 
the labours of many who vigorously culti- 
vated the impiety between his time and ours. 
Now they have produced their deadly fruit. 
The doctrines of true religion are over- 
thrown. The laws of the Church are in 
confusion. The ambition of men, who have 
no fear of God, rushes into high posts, and 
exalted office is now publicly known as the 
prize of impiety. The result is, that the 
worse a man blasphemes, the fitter the peo- 
ple think him to be a bishop. Clerical 
dignity is a thing of the past. There is 
a complete lack of men shepherding the 
Lord's flock with knowledge. Ambitious 
men are constantly throwing away the pro- 
vision for the poor on their own enjoyment 
and the distribution of gifls. There is no 
precise knowledge of canons. There is 
complete immunity in sinning; for when 
men have been placed in office by the favour 
of men, they are obliged to return the favour 
by continually showing indulgence to of- 
fenders. Just judgment is a thing of the 
past ; and everyone walks according to his 
heart's desire. Vice knows no bounds; the 
people know no restraint. Men in author- 
ity are afraid to speak, for those who have 
reached power by human interest are the 
slaves of those to whom they owe their 
advancement. And now the very vindica- 
tion of orthodoxy is looked upon in some 
quarters as an opportunity for mutual attack ; 
and men conceal their private ill-will and 
pretend that their hostility is all for the sake 
of the truth. Others, afraid of being con- 
victed of disgraceful crimes, madden the 
people into fratricidal quarrels, that their 
own doings may be unnoticed in the general 
distress. Hence the war admits of no truce, 
for the doers of ill deeds are afraid of a peace, 
as being likely to lift the veil from their 
secret infamy. All the while unbelievers 
laugh ; men of weak faith are shaken ; faith 
is uncertain ; souls are drenched in igno- 
rance, because adulterators of the word imi- 
tate the truth. The mouths of true believers 
are dumb, while every blasphemous tongue 
wags free ; holy things are trodden under 
foot; the better laity shun the churches as 
schools of impiety ; and lifl their hands in the 
deserts with sighs and tears to their Lord 
in heaven. Even you must have heard 
what is going on in most of our cities, how 





our people with wives and children and even 
our old men stream out before the walls, 
and offer their prayers in the open air, 
putting up with all the inconvenience of the 
weather with great patience, and waiting for — 
help from the Lord^ 

3. What lamentation can match these :^ 
woes ? What springs of tears are sufficient 
for them? While, then, some men d< 
seem to stand, while yet a trace of the ol< 
state of things is left, before utter shi[ 
wreck comes upon the Churches, hasten t( 
us, hasten to us now, true brothers, w< 
implore you ; on our knees we implore you, 
hold out a helping hand. May your brotherljr^; 
bowels be moved toward us ; may tear^ of 
sympathy flow; do not see, unmoved, half 
the empire swallowed up by error ; do notid 
let the light of the faith be put out in the-^ 
place where it shone first. 

By what action you can then help mat- — 
ters, and how you are to show sympathy ~ 
for the afflicted, you do not want to be told 
by us ; the Holy Ghost will suggest to you. 
But unquestionably, if the survivors are to be 
saved, there is need of prompt action, and of 
the arrival of a considerable number of 
brethren, that those who visit us may com- 
plete the number of the synod, in order that 
they may have weight in effecting a reform, 
not merely from the dignity of those whose 
emissaries they are, but also from their own 
number : thus they will restore the creed 
drawn up by our fathers at Nicaea, proscribe 
the heresy, and, by bringing into agreement 
all who are of one mind, speak peace to the 
Churches. For the saddest thing about it 
all is that the sound part is divided against 
itself, and the troubles we are suffering are 
like those which once befel Jerusalem when 
Vespasian was besieging it. The Jews of 
that time were at once beset by foes without 
and consumed by the internal sedition of 
their own people. In our case, too, in 
addition to the open attack of the heretics, 
the Churches are reduced to utter helpless- 
ness by the war raging among those who are 
supposed to be orthodox. For all these 
reasons we do indeed desire your help, that, 
for the future all who confess the apostolic 
faith may put an end to the schisms which 
they have unhappily devised, and be reduced 
for the future to the authority of the Church ; 
that so, once more, the body of Christ may 
be complete, restored to integrity with all 
its members. Thus we shall not only praise 
the blessings of others, which is all we can 
do now, but see our own Churches once 
more restored to their pristine boast of ortho- 
doxy. For, truly, the boon given you by 
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the Lord is fit subject for the highest con- 
gr-attulation, your power of discernment 
between the spurious and the genuine and 
pLmre, and your preaching the faith of the 
F*i»thers without any dissimulation. That 
fimith we have received; that faith we know 
is stamped with the marks of the Ajjostles ; 
to that faith we assent, as well as to all that 
^nrsM,8 canonically and lawfully promulgated 
ivk the Synodical Letter.* 

LETTER XCIIL* 

To the Patrician Cctsaria^ concerning 
Communion. 

It is good and beneficial to communicate 

every day, and to partake of the holy body 

and blood of Christ. For He distinctly says, 

** He that eateth my fliesh and drinketh my 

blood huth eternal life." * And who doubts 

that to share frequently in life, is the same 

thing as to have manifold life. I, indeed, 

communicate four times a week, on the 

Lard's day, on Wednesday, on Friday, and 

on the Sabbath, and on the other days if 

there is a commemoration of any Saint.* It 

IS needless to point out that for anyone in 

tinnes of persecution to be compelled to take 

the communion in his own hand without the 

presence of a priest or minister is not a 

serious offence, as long custom sanctions this 

practice from the facts themselves. All the 

wliiaries in the desert, where there is no 

pnest, take the communion themselves, 

keeping communion at home. And at 

Alexandria and in Egypt, each one of the 

^aity, for the most part, keeps the communion 

8t his own house, and participates in it 

when he likes. For when once the priest 

has completed the offering, and given it, the 

» After noting? that the Synodical I-,ettir in to be f >und in 
Theodoret and In Snzomen (i>. is in Theod'»ret 1. viii. and 
i-1 S>crates I. ix.) the Ben. £d. express surprise that Basil 
should indicate concurrence with the Synodical Letter, which 
defines the Son to be rq« mMxi^ vtroTTa<ret*% tcai ov<ria«, while 
be is known to have tnu^iht the distinction between uiro<rrx<ri« 
and av<rta. As a matter of fact, it is not in the Synodical 
LfStter, bot in the anathemas orig^inally appended to the creed, 
that it is. not asserted that the S-m is of the same, but, Henied 
that He is of a diflferent ovjia or uir^araTtc. On the distinc- 
tion between oiria and w-rrfrr-uri; %ee Letters xxxviti., cxxv., 
and ccxxxvi. and the De Sf», Sancio. $7. On the difficulty of 
ex'ire'isinjf the term^ hi Litin, cf. Letter ccxiv. As iiTtovrturiK 
was in 31; understood to be e<^utvalent to ova a, and in .^70 h»d 
acqui'-ca a different connotation, it would be no more diffi- 
cjU f tr Basil than for the Church now. to assent to what is 
called the Xiccne position, while confessing three hypostases. 
In Letter cxxv. Basil docs indeed try to shew, but apparently 
without success, that to condemn the statement that lie is of a 
diflTtsrcnt hypostasis is not equivalent lo ausertinj; Him to be 
of the same hypostasis. 
« Placed in 37a. 

» Two MSS. read CsBsarius. « John vi. 54. 

» A various readinif is " martyr." In Letter cxcvii. to S. 
Ambrose, S. Basil, slates that the same honour w;is paid to 
S. Dionysius of Milan in his place of sepulture as to a martyr. 
So Grejpury Thaumaturg^us was honoured at NTeocaesarea, and 
Athanasius and Basil received like distinction soon after their 



recipient, participating in it each time as 
entire, is bound to believe that he properly 
takes and receives it from the giver. And 
even in the church, when the priest gives the 
portion, the recipient takes it with complete 
power over it, and so lifts it to his lips with 
his own hand. It has the same validity 
whether one portion or several portions are 
received from the priest at the same time.' 

LETTER XCIV.« 

To Elias, Governor of the Province, 

I TOO have been very anxious to meet 
your excellency, lest by my failure to do so 
I might come off worse than my accusers; 
but bodily sickness has prevented me, at- 
tacking me even more seriously than usual, 
and so I am perforce reduced to address you 
by letter. When, not long ago, most ex- 
cellent sir, I had the pleasure of meeting 
your excellency, I was anxious to communi- 
cate with your wisdom about all my affairs ; 
and I was also anxious to address you on 
behalf of the Churches, that no ground might 
be left for future calumnies. But I restrained 
myself, thinking it altogether superfluous 
and importunate to add troubles outside his 
own necessary business to a man charged 
with so many responsibilities. At the same 
time (for the truth shall be told) I did 
shrink from being driven to wound your 
soul by our mutual recriminations, when it 
ought in pure devotion to God to reap 
the perfect reward of piety. For really, 
if I attract your attention to me, I shall 
leave you but scant leisure for your public 
duties; shall act something like a man over- 
loading with additional luggage some boat- 
men managing a new boat in very rough 
water, when all the while he ought to 
lessen the cargo and do his best to lighten 
the craft. For this very reason, I think, 
our great Emperor, after seeing how fully 
occupied I am, leaves me to mnnas^e the 
Churches by myself. Now I should like 

1 The custom of the reservation of the Sacrament is. as is 
well known, of irreat antiauity. r/l Justin Martyr, Apol. i. S5; 
Tertull., De Orat. six. and Ad Ux. li. 5; S. Cvprian, De Lap- 
sis cxxxii. ; Jerome, Ep. cxxv. Abus^es of the practice so<m 
led to nrohibition. So an Armenian Canon nf the fourth cen- 
tury (Canoues isaaci\ in Mai^ Script. Vet. Nor. Coil. x. aSo) 
and the Council of Saraj^ossa, 3S0; tnous^h in tiiese cases there 
seems an ide 1 of surreptitious reservation. On the doctrine of 
the Eniflish Church on this subject reference may be made to 
the Ilup-^rt of a Committee of the Upper House of the Convo. 
cation of Canterburv in 1S8;. 

The Rubric of 154-7 allowed reservation, and it does not 
seem ti have been prohibite<l until id'M . Bishop A. P. Forbes 
on Article xxviii. points out that in the Article reservation is 
not forbidden, but declared not to be of Christ's institution, 
and consequently not bindint; on the Church. The distinction 
will not be forg^otten between reservation and worship of the 
reserved Sacrament. 

s Placed in 37 j, at the departure of Valent. 
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those who are besieging your impartial ears 
to be asked what harm the government 
suffers from me? What depreciation is 
suffered by any public interests, be they 
small or great, by my administration of the 
Churches ? Still, possibly, it might be 
urged that I have done damage to the 
government by erecting a magnificently 
appointed church to God, and round it a 
dwelling house, one liberally assigned to 
the bishop, and others underneath, allotted 
to the officers of the Church in order, the 
use of both being open to you of the magis- 
tracy and your escort. But to whom do 
we do any harm by building a place of 
entertainment for strangers, both for those 
who are on a journey and for those who 
require medical treatment on account of 
sickness, and so establishing a means of 
giving these men the comfort they want, 
physicians, doctors, means of conveyance, 
and escort?* All these men must learn 
such occupations as are necessary to life and 
have been found essential to a respectable 
career; they must also have buildings suit- 
able for their employments, all of which are 
an honour to the place, and. as their reputa- 
tion is credited to our governor, confer glory 
on him. Not indeed that for this reason 
you were unwillingly induced to accept the 
responsibility of rulino; us, for you alone are 
sufficient by your high qualities to restore 
our ruins, to people deserted districts and 
turn wildernesses into towns. Would it be 
better to harrass and annoy, or to honour 
and reverence an associate in the discharge of 
these duties? Do not think, most excellent 
sir, that what I say is mere words. We 
have already, in the meanwhile, begun 
providing material. So much for our de- 
fence, before our ruler. As to what is 
to be said in answer to the charges of our 
accusers, to a Christian and to a friend who 
cares for my opinion, I must now say no 
more; the subject is too long for a letter, 
and cannot, besides, be safely committed to 
writin;2^. But lest, before we have an op- 
portunity of meeting, }ou arc driven by 
the inducement of some men's calumnies to 
give up any of your good will towards me, 
do as Alexander did. The story is, as you 
remember, that, when one of his friends was 
being calumniated, he left one ear open to 
the slanderer, and carefully closed the other 
with his hand, with the object of showing 
that he whose duty is to judge ought not to 
be easily and wholly given over to the first 





J Amonfir the honourahlc functions of the clem was that of 
actinif as (guides aud escort, irapav<>a-oKrffS. </. Letters xcviii. 
and ccxliii. 



occupants of his attention, but should keep 
half his hearing open for the defence of 
the absent.' 

LETTER XCV.* 

To Eusebius, bishop of Samosata. 

I HAD written some while since to your-n 
reverence about our meeting one another"^ 
and other subjects, but I was disappointedK: 
at my letter not reaching your excellency,^ 
for after the blessed dea(^on Theophrastti^as 

had taken charge of the letter, on my set 

ting out on an unavoidable journey, he did^ 
not convey it to your reverence, becauf 
he was seized by the sickness of which h< 
died. Hence it happened that I was 
late in writing, that, the time being now 
exceedingly short, I did not look for then 
being much use in this letter. The godh 
bishop Meletius and Theodotus had strongl; 
urged me to visit them, representing that 
meeting would be a proof of affection, an< 
being wishful of remedying the troubles "= 
which are at present a cause of anxiety.^ 
They had appointed, as a time for our meet— ^ - 
ing, the middle of the approaching month o(^^ 
June, and for the place, Phargamus, a spo^ 
famous for martyr's glory and for the largess 
number of people attending the synod ther cgg 
every year. Directly I returned and hean 
of the death of the blessed deacon, and thai 
my letter was lying useless at home, I feltr 
that I must not be idle, because thirty-three 
days were still remaining up to the appointed 
time, and so I hurriedly sent the letter to 
the very reverend Eustathius, my fellow 
minister, with the object of its being sent 
on by him to your reverence and of get- 
ting an answer without delay. If, then, it 
is possible and agreeable to you to come, 
I will come too. If not, I, God willing, 
will pay the debt of meeting due from last 
year: unless haply some hindrance for my 
sins comes in the way a<];ain, in which case 
I must put off* my meeting with the bishops 
to another time. 

LETTER XCVL* 

To SophroniuSy the master} 

Who ever loved his city, honouring wkh 
filial love the place which gave him birth 

t The church and hospital, of which mention is here made, 
were built in the suburbs of Caesarea. Gregory of Nazianzu* 
calls it a new town. cf. Gresr. N:i«., Or. %x. and The«Hloret, 
Ecc. Hht. iv. 19, and Sozomeu, vi, .u. On Alexander's car, 
cf. Letter xxiv. * Placed in 37J. 

• Theodotus of Nicnpolis was di:itre»«ed at Basil's being 
in communion with Kusiathius. 

< Placed in 37a. * On the removal of Elias. 
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und nurture, as you do; praying for the 
whole city together, and for every one in 
it individually, and not merely praying but 
confirming your prayers by your own 
means ? For this you are able to effect by 
God's help, and long, good man that you 
are, may you be able so to do. Neverthe- 
in your time our city has enjoyed but 
brief dream of prosperity, in being com- 
itted to the charge of one the like of whom, 
according to the students of our oldest 
annals, never sat in the praefectorial chair. 
Sut now the city has suddenly lost his 
services, through the wickedness of men 
'^^'^ho have found a ground of attack in his 
Very liberality and impartiality, and, with- 
out the knowledge of your excellency, have 
»T^ade up calumnies against him. There is 
therefore universal depression among us at 
^he loss of a governor with unique capacity 
*<^r raising our dejected community, a true 
guardian of justice, accessible to the 
pronged, a terror to law breakers, of like 
•behaviour to rich and poor, and, what is 
^ost important, one who has restored the 
^terests of Christians to their old place of 
^onour. That he was, of all men that I 
*^now, the most incapable of being bribed, 
^nd never did any one an unfair favour, I 
*^ave passed by as a small point in compari- 
^n with his other virtues. I am indeed 
testifying to all this too late, like men who 
•ing dirges to console themselves when they 
can get no practical relief. Yet, it is not 
useless that his memory should remain in 
your generous heart, and that you should 
be grateful to him as a benefactor of your 
native place. Should any of those who feel a 
grudge against him, for not sacrificinor justice 
to their interests, attack him, it will be well 
for you to defend and protect him. Thus 
you will make it clear to all that you count 
his interests yours, and think it quite a 
sufficient reason for this your close associa- 
tion with him that his record should he so 
unimpeachable, and his administration so 
remarkable in view of the time. For what 
any other man would not be able to affect in 
many years has been quickly accomplished 
by him. It will be a great favour to me, and 
a comfort under the circumstances, if vou 
will recommend him to the Emperor, and dis- 
pel the calumnious charges brought against 
him. Believe me that I am speaking here 
not for myself alone, but for the whole 
community, and that it is our unanimous 
prayer that he may reap some benefit from 
your excellency's aid* 



LETTER XCVIL' 

To the Senate of lyana? 

The Lord, Who reveals hidden things, 
and makes manifest the counsels of men's 
hearts, has given even to the lowly know- 
ledge of devices apparently hard to be under- 
stood. Nothing has escaped my notice, nor 
has any single action been unknown. Never- 
theless I neither se*e nor hear anything but 
the peace of God and all that pertains to it. 
Others may be great and powerful and 
self-confident, but I am nothing and worth 
nothing, and so I could never take upon my- 
self so much as to think myself able to 
manage matters without suppoit. I know 
perfectly well that I stand more in need of 
the succour of each of the brethren than one 
hand does of the other. Truly, from our 
own bodily constitution, the Lord has taught 
us the necessity of fellowship. When I 
look to these my limbs and see that no one 
of them is self-sufficient, how can I reckon 
myself competent to discharge the duties 
of life.^ One foot could not walk securely 
without the support of the other ; one eye 
could not see well, were it not for the alliance 
of the other and for its being able to look 
at objects in conjunction with it. Hearing 
is more exact when sound is received through 
both channels, and the grasp is made firmer 
by the fellowship of the fingers. In a word, 
of all that is done bv nature and bv the will, 
I see nothing done without the concord of 
fellow forces. Even prayer, when it is not 
united prayer, loses its natural strength and 
the Lord has told us that He will be in the 
midst where two or three call on Him in 
concord. The Lord Himself undertook the 
economy,' that by the blood of His cross 
He might make peace between things 
in earth and things in heaven. For all 
these reasons then, I pray that I may for 
xj\y remaining days remain in peace ; in 
peace I ask that it may be my lot to fall 
asleep. For peace's sake there is no trouble 
that I will not undertake, no act, no word 
of humility, that I will shrink from ; I will 
reckon no length of journey, I will undergo 
any inconvenience, if only I may be re- 
warded by being able to make peace. If 
I am followed by any one in this direction, 
it is well, and my prayers are answered; 



' Placed in 37a. 

s On the whole rtrcum&binoes of thedifliculties which arose 
in consequence of the civil division of Cappadocia, and the 
claim put forward in consequence bv Anthiinus, bn. of Tvan 1, 
to exercise metropolitan jurisdiction, see the biographical 
notice In the Prolg/fomfna. 

* iV. of the Incarnation, cf. note oa p. 7, and on Theo- 
doret, p. 7a. 
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but if the result is Jifierent I shall not re- 
cede from my determination. Every one 
wi!l receive the fruit of his own works in 
the day of retribution. 

LETTER XCVIII.' 
To Eustbius, bishop of Sarposaia. 

I . After receiving the letter of your holi- 
ness, in which you said you would not come, 
I was most anxious to set out for Nicopolis,* 
but I have prown weaker in my wish and 
have remembered all my infirmity. I be- 
thought me, too, of the lack of seriousness 
in the conduct of those who inviled me. 
They gave me a casual invitation by the 
hands of our reverend brother Hellenius, the 
surveyor of customs at Nazianzus, but they 
never took the trouble to send a messenger 
to remind me, or any one to escort me. As, 
for my sins, I was an object of suspicion to 
them, I shrank from sullying the brightness 
of their meeting by my presence. In com- 
pany with your escellency I do not shrink 
■from stripping for even serious trials of 
strength ; but apart from you I feel myself 
hardly equal even to looking at every day 
iroubles. Since, then, my meeting with 
them was intended to bcabout Church atfairs, 
I let the time of the festival go by, and put 
off the meeting to a period of rest and free- 
dom from distraction, and have decided to go 
to Nicopolis to discuss the needs of the 
Churches with the godly bishop Melctius, in 
case he should decline to go to Samosata, 
If he agrees, I shall hasten to meet him, 
provided this is made clear to me by both of 
you, by him in reply to me (for 1 have 
written), and by your reverence, 

3. We were to have met the bishops of 
Cnppadocia Secunda, who, directly they 
were ranked under another prefecture, sud- 
denly got the idea that they were made for- 
eigners and strangers to me. They ignored 
me, as though they had never been under 
my jurisdiction, and had nothing to do with 
me. I wns expecting too a second meet- 
ing with the reverend bishop Eustathius, 
which acliially took place. For on account 
of [he cry raised by many against him that 
he was injuring the faith, I met him, and 
found, by God's grace, that he was heartilv 
following all orthodoxy. By the fault of the 
very men who ought to have conveyed my 
letter, that of the bishop was not ti-ans- 
Riittcd to your excellency, and, harassed as I 



was by a multitude of cares, it escaped my 
memory. 

I, too, was anxious that our brother Greg- 
ory ' should have the government of a Church . 
commensurate with his abilities; and that = 
would have been the whole Church under the ^ 
sun gathered into one place. But, as this is J 
impossible, let him be a bishop, not deriving"^ 
dignity from his see, but conferring dignity " 
on his see by himself. For it is the part of 
a really great man not only to be GufTicient= 
for great things, but by his own influence to ■■ 
make small things gieat. 

But what is to be done to F.nlmatius,' 
who, after so many exhortations of the 
brethren, still helps Maximus in his persecu' 
tions? Even now they do not hesitate to 
write to him. They are prevented from 
coming themselves by bodily weakness and 
their own occupations. Believe nje, very 
godly Father, our own afTaits are much in 
need of your presence, and vet once more 
you must put your honourable old age in 
motion, that yon may give yonr support to 
Cappadocia, which is now tottering and in 
danger of falling. 

LETTER XCIX.' 

To Count Terentius.* 

I HAVE had every desire and have really 
done my best to obey, if only in part, the 
imperial order and the friendly letter of your 
excellency. I am sure that your every word 
and every thought are full of good intentions 
and right sentiments. But I have not been 
permitted to show my ready concurrence by 
practical action. The truest cause is my 
sins, which always rise before me and always 
hamper my steps. Then, again, there is the 
alienation of the bishop who had been ap- 
pointed to cooperate with me, why, I know 
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not; but my right reverend brother Theo- 
dotus, who promised from the beginning 
to act with me, had cordially invited* me 
from Getasa to Nicopolis.* When however 
he saw me in the town, he was so shocked at 
me, and so afraid of my sins, that he could 
not bear to take me either to morning or 
evening prayer. In this he acted quite 
iustly so far as my deserts go, and quite as 
befits my course of life, but not in a manner 
likely to promote the interests of the 
Churches. His alleged reason was that I 
had admitted the very reverend brother 
£ustathius to communion. What I have 
done is as follows* When invited to a meet- 
ing held by our brother Theodotus, and 
H^ishful, for love's sake, to obey the sum- 
mons, that I might not make the gathering 
^'''Jiitless and vain, I was anxious to hold 
c^^rtimunication with the aforementioned 
°'"c>ther Eustathius. I put before him the 
^^ causations concerning the faith, advanced 
JS^iinst him by our brother Theodotus, and 
* ^sked him, if he followed the right faith, to 
"^«^ke it plain to me, that I might communi- 
F^ ^e with him ; if he were of another mind, 
"^^ must know plainly that I should be sepa- 
'5^'^ed from him. We had much conversa- 
"'^^n on the subject, and all that day was 
^^^^«nt in its examination ; when evening came 



^ ^ we separated without arriving at any 
^^ finite conclusion. On the morrow, we had 
^^lother sitting in the morning and discussed 
^^e same points, with the addition of our 
•brother Pcemenius, the presbyter of Sebasteia, 
Vrho vehemently pressed the argument 
Against me. Point by point I cleared up the 
questions on which he seemed to be accusing 
nie, and brought them to agree to my propo- 
sitions. The result was, that, by the g^ace 
of the Lord, we were found to be in mutual 
agreement, even on the most minute particu- 
lars. So about the ninth hour, after thank- 
ing God for granting us to think and say the 
same thing, we rose up to go to prayer. In 
addition to this I ought to have got some 
written statement from him, so that his 
assent might be made known to his oppo- 
nents and the proof of his opinion might be 
sufficient for the rest. But I was myself 
anxious, with the desire for great exactitude, 
to meet my brother Theodotus, to get a 
written statement of the faith from him, 
and to propose it to Eustathius ; that so both 
objects might be obtained at once, the con- 
fession of the right faith by Eustathius and 
the complete satisfaction of Theodotus and 

s Karayayiv, So six MSS., but the Ben. Ed. seem rii^htly 
to point out that the invitation never resulted in actual ** con* 
doctinj^." 

* ia, Tlie Armenian Nicopolis. 



his friends, and they would have no ground 
for objection after the acceptance of their own 
propositions. But Theodotus, before learn- 
ing why wc were met and what had been the 
result of our intercourse, decided not to 
allow us to take part in the meeting. So 
midway on our journey we set out back 
again, disappointed that our efforts for the 
peace of the Churches had been counter- 
acted. 

3. After this, when I was compelled to 
undertake a journey into Armenia, Knowing 
the man's character, and with the view both 
of making my own defence before a com- 
petent witness, for what had taken place and 
of satisfying him, I travelled to Getasa, into 
the territory of the very godly bishop Mele- 
tius, the aforementioned Theodotus being 
with me; and while there, on being ac- 
cused by him of my communication with 
Eustathius, I told him that the result of our 
intercourse was my finding Eustathius to be 
in all things in agreement with myself. 
Then he persisted that Eustathius, after 
leaving me, had denied this and asseverated 
to his own disciples that he had never come 
to any agi'eement with me about the faith. 
I, therefore, combated this statement; and 
see, O most excellent man, if the answer I 
made was not most fair and most complete. 
I am convinced, I said, judging from the 
character of Eustathius, that he cannot thus 
lightly be turning from one direction to 
another, now confessing now denying what 
he said ; that a man, shunning a lie, even in 
any little matter, as an awful sin, is not 
likely to choose to run counter to the truth in 
matters of such vast importance and so gen- 
erally notorious : but if what is reported 
among you turns out to be true, he must be 
confronted with a written statement contain- 
ing the complete exposition of the right 
faith ; then, if I find him ready to agree in 
writing, I shall continue in communion with 
him ; but, if I find that he shrinks from the 
test, I shall renounce all intercourse with 
him. The bishop Mcletius agreed to these 
arguments, and the brother Diodorus the 
presb^'ter, who was present, and then the 
right reverend brother Theodotus, assented, 
and invited me to go to Nicopolis, both to 
visit the Church there, and to keep him com- 
pany as far as Satala. But he left me at 
Getasa, and, when I reached Nicopolis, for- 
getting all that he heard from me, and the 
agreement he had made with me, dismissed 
me, disgraced by the insults and dishonours 
which I have mentioned. 

4. How, then, right honourable sir, was it 
possible for me to perform any of the in- 
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junctions laid on me, and to iirovide bishops 
lor Armeniii.' How could I act, when the 
sli:irer of my responsihi lilies was thus dis- 
closed towards me, — tlic very man by whose 
'^licl I was expecting to be able to find suitable 
persons, because of his having in his district 
reverend and learned men, skilled in speech, 
and ncqiiiiinted with the other peculiarities 
of the nation? I know thi;ir names, but I 
shall refrain from mentioning them, lest 
there arise any hindr^iiice to the interests of 
Armenia heing served at some future time, 
Now, after gL-ttiiig as far as Sutala in stu 
n stKte of health, I seemed to settle the rest 
by the gr.ice of God. I m:iiie peace betwei 
the Armenian bishops, and made them 
suitable address, urging them to put away 
their customary indiflerencc, and resume 
their ancient zeal in the Lord's cause. 
Moreover, I delivered them rules as to how 
it behoved them to give heed to iniquities 
generally practised in Armenia. I further 
accepted a decision of the Church of Satitla, 
asking that a bishop might be given them 
through me. I was also cnretiil to inquire 
into the calumnies promulgated against our 
brother Cyril, the Armenian bishop, and by 
God's grace I have found them to be slaited 
by the lying slanders of his enemies. This 
they confessed to me. And I seemed to 
some extent to reconcile the people to him, 
so that they avoid commnnion with him no 
more. Small achievements these, maybe, 
and not worth much, but in consequence of 
the mutual discord caused by the wiles of 
the devil, it was impossible for me to eficct 
more. Even this much I ought not to have 
said, so as not to seem to be publishing my 
own disgrace. liut as I could not plead my 
cause before your excellency in any other 
way, I was under the necessity of telling you 
the entire truth. 

LEITER C 

7h Eusedius, Bishop of Samosata. 

Wken I saw your alTectionate letter, in 
the counlry bordering on Armenia, it was 
like a lighted torch held up at a distance to 
mariners at sea, especially if the sea happen 
to be agitated by the wind. Your reverence's 
letter was of itself a pleasant one, and full of 
comfort; but its natural charm was very 
much enhanced by the time of its arrival, a 
time so painful to me, that I hardly know 
liow to describe it, after once making up my 
mind to forget its troubles. However, my 
deacon will give you a full account. My 



bodily strength completely failed rae, so that 
I was not even able to bear the slightest 
movement without pain. Nevertheless 1 
do pray that, by the aid of your prayers, my 
own longing may be fulfilled ; although my 
journey has caused me great difliculties. in 
consequence of the afliiirs of my own Church 
having been neglected through its occulting 
such a long time. But if, while I yet live, 
God grants me to see your re\erence in my 
Church, then truly I shall have good hope, 
even for the future, that I am not wholly ex- 
eluded from the gifts of God. If it be possi- 
ble, I beg that this meeting between us may 
take place at the Synod which we hold every 
year, in memory of the blessed martyr 
Eupsycbius,' now about to be held on the 
7th of September. I am compassed with 
anxieties which demand your help and si m- 
pathy, both in the matter of the appointment 
of bishops and in the consideration of the 
trouble caused me by the simplicity of Greg- 
ory of Nyssa,* who is summoning a Synod 
at Ancyra and leaving nothing undone to 
counteract me. 

LETTER CI.» 

Ccnsolalory.^ 

This is my first letter to you, and I could 
have pr.iyed that its subject were a brighter 
one. Had it been so, things would b.ive 
fallen out as I desire, fur it is my wish that 
the life of all those who are purposed to live 
in true religion should be happily spent. 
But the Lord, Who ordains our course in 
accordance with His inefiable wisdom, has 
arranged that all these things should come 
about for the advantage of our souls, whereby 
He has, on the one hand, made your life sor- 
rowful, and on the other, roused the sympathy 
of one who, like myself, is united to you in 
godly love. Therefore on my learning from 
my brothers what has befallen you it has 
seemed to me that I couhl not but give you 
such comfort as I can. Had it indeed been 
possible to me to travel to the place in which 
you are now living I * would have made 
every efTort to do so. But my bad health 
and the present business which occupies me 
have caused this very journey, which I have 
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undertaken, to be injurious to the interests 
of my Church. I have, therefore, deter- 
mined to address your excellency in writing, 
to remind you that these afflictions are not 
sent by the Lord, Who rules us, to the ser- 
vants of God to no purpose, but as a test of 
the genuineness of our love to the divine 
Creator. Just as athletes win crowns by 
their struggles in the arena, so are Chnstians 
brought to perfection by the trial of their 
temptations, if only we learn to accept what 
is sent us by the Lord with becoming 
patience, with all thanksgiving. All things 
are ordained by the Lord's love. We must 
not accept anything that befalls us as griev- 
ous, even if, for the present, it affects our 
w^eakness. We are ignorant, peradventure, 
of the reasons why each thing that happens 
to us is sent to us as a blessing by the Lord ; 
hut we ought to be convinced that all that 
happens to us is for our good, either for the 
reward of our patience, or for the soul which 
.^e have received, lest, by lingering too long 
'" this life, it be filled with the wickedness 
j? be found in this world. If the hope of 
Christians is limited to this life, it might 
'"'Shtly have been reckoned a bitter lot to be 
P^^ maturely parted from the body ; but if, to 
them that love God, the sundering of the 
8!>ul from these bodily fetters is the begin- 
ningr of our real life, why do we grieve 
UK.fc them which have no hope ? * Be com- 
^^i^ed then, and do not fall under your 
troubles, but show that you are superior to 
ti^em and can rise above them. 

LETTER Cn.« 

To the citizens of Satala^ 

Moved by your importunity and that of 
all your people, I have undertaken the 
charge of your Church, and have promised 
before the Lord that I will be wanting to 
you in nothing which is within my power. 
So I have been compelled, as it is written, 
to touch as it were the apple of my eye.* 
Thus the high honour in which I hold you 
has suffered me to remember neither rela- 
tionship, nor the intimacy which I have had 
from my boyhood with the person in ques- 
tion, as making a stronger demand on me 
than your request. I have forgotten all the 
private considerations which made him near 
and dear to me, making no account of the 
sighs which will be heaved by all my people 
on being deprived of his rule, none of the 
tears of all his kindred ; nor have I taken to 

* I Thess. iv. ij. « PInced in yji. 

* On the appointment of a bishop f<>r that see in the North 
East of Aimeiiia Minor. * cj, Zech. ii« 8. 



heart the affliction of his aged mother, who 
is supported by his aid alone. All these 
considerations, great and many as they arc, I 
have put aside, keeping only in view the one 
object of giving your Church the blessing of 
the rule of such a man, and of aiding her, 
now distressed as she is, at being so long 
without a head, and needing great and 
powerful support to be enabled to rise again. 
So much for what concerns myself. Now, 
on the other hand, I ask you not to fall short 
of the hope which I have entertained and of 
the promises which I have made him, that I 
have sent him to close friends. I ask every 
one of you to try to surpass the rest in love 
and affection to him. I entreat you to show 
this laudable rivalry, and to comfoit his 
heart by the greatness of your attentions to 
him, that he may forget his own home, for- 
get his kinsfolk, and forget a people so de- 
pendent on his rule, like a child weaned 
from his mother's breast. 

I have despatched Nicias beforehand to ex- 
plain everything to your excellencies, and 
that you may fix a day to keep the feast and 
give thanks to the Lord, Who has granted 
the fulfilment of your prayer.* 

LETTER CIIL« 

To the people of Satala. 

The Lord has answered the prayer of 
His people and has given them, by my hum- 
ble instrumentality, a shepherd worthy of 
the name; not one making trafflc of the 
word, as many do, but competent to give 
full satisfaction to you, who love orthodoxy 
of doctrine, and have accepted a life agree- 
able to the Lord's commands, in the name 
of the Lord, Who has filled him with His 
own spiritual graces. 

LETTER CIV." 

To the prefecJ Modestus} 

Merely to write to so great a man, even 
though there be no other reason, must be es- 
teemed a great honour. For communication 
with personages of high distinction confers 
glory upon all to whom it is permitted. My 
supplication, however, is one which I am 
driven by necessity to make to your excel- 
lency, in my great distress at the condition 
of my whole country. Bear with me, I beg 
you, kindly and in accordance with your own 
character, and reach a helping hand to my 

> The relative referred to is Pamenius. r/. Letter cxxU. 

> Of the same date as thejprecediniir. 

• Placed in 37J. * On the rating of tiie dergj. 
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country, now beaten to the knee. The im- the terrible perversity of them that are cor 
mediate object of my entreaty is as follows, rupting the word of truth, you do not give i 
By the old census, the clergy of God, pres- to their wiles ; you have not abandoned th 
byters and deacons,* were left exempt. The apostolic proclamation of faith, you have no 
recent registrars, however, without any gone over to the successful novelty of Ih 
authority from your lordship, have enrolled day. Is not this cause of deep thankfulnesi 
them, except that in some cases a few were to God? Shall not this rightly bring you.^ 
granted immunity on the score of age# I great renown.^ You have professed your":: 
ask, then, that you will leave us this memo- faith in Father, Son and Holy Ghost. D 
rial of your beneficence, to preserve through* not abandon this deposit ; the Father 
all coming time your good fame; that in ac- origin of all; the Son — Only begotten. 



cordance with the old law the clergy be ex- gotten of Him, very God, Perfect of Perfect, « 
empt from contribution. I do not ask the living image, shewing the whole Father in-* 
remission to be conceded personally and in- Himself; the Holy Ghost, having His sub — 
dividually to those who are now included, sistence of God, the fount of holiness, powei — 
in which case the grace will pass to their that gives life, grace that maketli perfect, 
successors, who may not always be worthy through Whom man is adopted, and the^ 
of the sacred ministry. I would suggest that mortal made immortal, conjoined "with- 
some general concession be made to the Father and Son in all things in glory and^ 
clergy, according to the form in the open eternity, in power and kingdom, in sever— 
register, so that the exemption may be given eignty and godhead ; as is testified by th^ 
in each place to ministers by the rulers of the tradition of the baptism of salvation. 
Church. This boon is sure to bring undy- But all who maintain that either Son oi^ 
ing glory to your excellency for your good Spirit is a creature, or absolutely reduce th^- 
deeds, and will cause many to pray for the Spirit to ministerial and servile rank, are far" 
imperial house. It will also really be profit- removed from the truth. Flee their com — 
able to the government, if we afford the re- munion. Turn away from their teaching*, 
lief of exemption, not generally to all the They are destructive to souls. If ever th^ 
clergy, but to those who from time to time Lord grant us to meet, I will discourse t<^ 
are in distress. This, as any one who you further concerning the faith, to the end^ 
chooses may know, is the course we actually that you may perceive at once the power oF 
pursue when we are at liberty. the truth and the rottenness of heresy by^ 

Scriptural proof. 
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To the deaconesses, tJie daughters of Count 

TerenHus? ^^ ^ ^^^'^''• 

On coming to Samosata I expected to ' ^ "^^^ many reasons for thanking God 

have the pleasure of meeting your excel- [^^ "1^^^>^^ vouchsafed to me m my loumey, 

lencies, and when I was disappointed I ^"^ \ ^°""* "<^ blessing greater dian the 

could not easily bear it. When, I said, will knowledge of your excellency, which has 

it be possible for me to be in your neigh- ^^^^ permitted me by our good Lord's 

bourhood again? When will it be agreeable "^ercy. I have learnt to know one who 

to you to come into mine.^ All this, how- Pf^^^* ^^^^ ^^^" >" « ^^^^^^ ? ^'^^ 'j 'f F>ssi- 

ever, must be left to the Lord's will. As to ^^^^^.^ presei-ve the perfection of love to 

the present, when I found that my son So- ^°,^' «5^^ ^^'f' ^t.*""^^ '""J*^ a Christian 

phronius was setting out to you, I gladly de- "^^^7 ^^Vl^j^ «^ ^'^ S^^^^^' ^"* ^X the .^'S- 

livered him this letter, to convey you my Position of his soul. It was a great delight 

salutation, and to tell you how, bv God's ^^ '"^ ^ "^^^^ y;>"5 ,*"^ now, whenever I 

grace, I do not cease to remember you, and remember you, I feel very glad. Play the 

to thank the Lord on your behalf, in that man ; be strong ; strive to nourish and mul- 

you are goodly scions of a goodly stock, tiply love to God, that there may be given 

fruitful in good works, and verily like lilies ^ou by Him yet greater boons of blessing. 

among thorns. Surrounded as you are by ^ "^%^ "^ ^"'^l^^'^ P''?o^ ^\^\ you remember 

° \ 1, me ; I have evidence in what you have done. 

• Tov« TOW •eov t«pwfici'OVf , irpc(rSvr«povf ffal £i«urdravf . The — — — ^^-^— — — ^— — — — ^— ^— — ^^— — — — 

Ben. note points out that the words priests and deacons prob- > Placed in ,17a. 

ably crept into the MSS., in all of which it is found, from the * Amongr others, conspicoons instances of the statement in 

margin, inasmuch hs by trpwfici'ov? and coi^nate words Basil the text are Cornelius, St. Martin, John de Joinville. Peter da 

means the whole clergy. ^. Z,////r liv. and note on p. 157. Terreil, Sieur de Bayard, Henry HaVelock, ana Claries 

s Placed in 37a. * cf. Letter xciz. and note. Gordon. 



LETTER CVII.' 

To the Widow JuUlla* 

I WAS grieved to find on reading your 
"*««Iy ship's letter that you are involved iti the 
^«mc difficulties. What is to be done to 
**leii who show such a shifty character, say- 
**i5 now one thing now another and nevei 
**l3iding in the same pledges? If, after the 
t>romiscs made in my presence, and in that 
*>f the ex-prefect, he now tries to shorten 
the time of grace as though nothing had 
l>een siiid, he does seem to have lost, as far 
as I am concerned, all sense of shame, 
l*Jevertheless I v^rote to him, rebuking him. 
and reminding himof his promises- I wrote 
niso lo Helladius, who is of the household of 
the prefect, that information might be given 
through him about your aRairs. I hesitated 
myself to make so free with an officer of such 
importnnce, on account of my never having 
yet Nvritten to him about my own private 
nflairs and my fearing some adverse decision 
■from him, great men, as you know, being 
easily annoyed about such matters. If, how- 
ever, anv good is to be done in the matter, 
it will Ik through Helladius, an excellent 
man, well disposed towards nie, fearing 
Ood, and having perfectly free access lo the 
prefect. The Holy One is able to deliver 
you from all affliction, if only truly and sin* 
cerely we fix all our hope on Him. 

LETTER CVIU.* 

To the guardian of Ike heirs o/JuUtta. 

I AM very much astonished lo hear that, 
■rter the kind promises which you made and 
which were only such as might be expected 
from your generous character, you have now 
forgotten them and are putting violent and 
stern pressure on our sister. What to think, 
under the circumstances, I really do not 
know. 1 know from many who have expe- 
rienced your liberality, and bear testimony to 
it, liow great it is; and I remember the 
promises which you made before me and the 
ex-prefect. You said that you were nam- 
ing a shorter time in writing, but that you 
would grant a longer term of grace, from 
your wish to meet the necessities of the case, 
and do a favour to the widow, who is now 
compelled to pay out of her substance such a 
large sum of money at once. What is the 
cause of this change I cannot imagine. How- 
ever, whatever it is, I beg you to be mindful 
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of your own generous character, and to look 
to the Lord Who requites good deeds. I 
beg you to grant the time of remission, 
which you promised at tlie outset, that they 
may be able to sell their properly and dis- 
charge the debt- I perfectly well remember 
that you promised, if you received the sum 
agreed on, to restore to the widow all the 
stipulated documents, as well those which 
had been executed before the magistrates as 
the private papers. I do beg you then, 
honour me and win greal blessing for your- 
self from the Lord- Remember your own 
promises, recognizing that you are human 
and must yourself look for that time when 
you will need God's help. Do not shut 
yourself off from that help by your present 
severity; but, by showing all kindness and 
clemency to the afflicted, attract God's pity 
to yourself. 

LETTER CIX.' 

To the Count Helladius. 

I SHHINK from troubling your good nature, 
on account of the greatnesK of your influence, 
for fear of seeming to make an unwarrant- 
able use of your friendship; however, the 
necessity of the case prevents my holding 
my peace. Our sister, who is a relative of 

e, and now in the sorrowful position of 

idow, has to look after the affairs of her 
orphan boy. On seeing her above measure 
oppressed by intolerable responsibi lilies, I 
felt great compassion for her, and, feeling 
deeply on the subject, I have hastened to in- 
voke your aid, in order that you may, if pos- 
sible, deign to support the messenger whom 
she has sent, lo the end that when she has 
what she promised in person in my 

ence, she may be freed from any further 
pressure. She had agreed that she should 
be relieved from the interest on payment of 
the capital. Now, however, those who are 
looking after the affairs of her heirs are try- 
ing to exact the payment of the interest as 
ivell as that of the capital. The Lord, you 
know, makes the care of widows and orphans 
His own, and so do you strive to use 3'our 
best endeavours in this matter, in the hope 

le recompense which God Himself will 
give you. I cannot help thinking that, 
when our admirable and kindly prefect has 
heard of the discharge of the capital, lie will 
feel for this afflicted and unhappy house now 
stricken to the knee, and no longer able to 
cope with the injuries inflicted upon it. 
Pardon, then, the necessity which compels 

to intrude upon you ; and give your help 

1 orUiB MOW dau u Iha praudiDE, 
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in this matter, in proportion to the power 
which Christ has given you, good and true 
man as you are, and using your talents for 
the best. 

LETTER ex.' 

T(? the prefect Modestus} 

In kindly condescending to come down to 
me you give me great honour and allow me 
great freedom ; and these in like, aye and in 
greater, measure, I pray that your lordship 
may receive from our good Master during 
the whole of your life. I have long wanted 
to write to you and to receive honour at 
your hands, but respect for your great dignity 
has restrained me, and I have been careful 
lest I should ever seem to abuse the liberty 
conceded to me. Now, however, I am 
forced to take courage, not only by the fact 
of my having received permission from your 
incomparable excellency to write, but also 
by the necessity of the distressed. If, then, 
prayers of even the small are of any avail 
with the great, be moved, most excellent 
sir, of your good will to grant relief to a 
rural population now in pitiable case, and 
give orders that the tax of iron, paid by the 
inhabitants of iron-producing Taurus, may 
be made such as it is possible to pay. Grant 
this, lest they be crushed once for all, in- 
stead of being of lasting service to the state. 
I am sure that your admirable benevolence 
will sec tliat this is done. 



LETTER CXI.' 

To Modes tusy the prefect. 

Under any ordinary circumstances I 
should have lacked couras;e to intrude upon 
your excellency, for I know how to gauge 
my own importance and to recognise digni- 
ties. But now that I have seen a friend in a 
distressing position at having been sum- 
moned before you, I have ventured to give 
him this letter. I hope that by using it, as 
a kind of propitiatory symbol, he may meet 
with merciful consideration. Truly, although 
I am of no account, moderation itself may 
be able to conciliate the most merciful of 
prefects, and to win pardon for me. Thus 
if my friend has done no wrong, he may be 
saved by the mere force of truth ; if he has 
erred, he may be forgiven through my en- 
treaty. 

How we are situated here no one knows 

> Placed in 37a. 

* On the tribute of iron paid in Mount Taurus. 

* Placed in 37a. 



better than yourself, for you discern the 
weak parts in each man and rule all with 
your admirable forethought. 

LETTER CXII.» 
To AndronicuSf a general^ 

1. Did but my health allow of my being 
able to undertake a journey without difli* 
culty, and of putting up with the inclemency of 
the winter, I should, instead of writing, have 
travelled to your excellency in person, and 
this for two reasons. First to pay my old 
debt, for I know that I promised to come to 
Sebastia and to have the pleasure of seeing 
your excellency; I did indeed come, but I 
failed lo meet you because I arrived a little 
later than your lordship ; secondly, to' be 
my own ambassador, because I have hith- 
erto shrunk from sending, from the idea that 
I am too insignificant to win such a boon, 
and at the same time reckoning that no one 
by merely writing would be so likely to per- 
suade any one of public or private rank, in 
behalf of any one, as by a personal inter- 
view, in which one might clear up some 
points in the charges, as to others make 
entreaty, and for others implore pardon ; 
none of which ends can be easily achieved 
by a letter. Now against all this I can only 
set one thing, your most excellent self; and 
because it will suffice to tell you my mind in 
the matter, and all that is wanting you will 
add of yourself, I have ventured to write as 
I do. 

2. But you see how from my hesitation, 
and because I put off explaining the reasons 
of my pleading, I write in roundal>out 
phrase. This man Domitianus has been an 
intimate friend of my own and of my 
parents from the beginning, and is like a 
brother to me. Why should I not speak the 
truth? When I learnt the reasons for his 
being in his present troubles, I said that he 
had only got what he deserved. For I hoped 
that no one who has ever committed any 
oHence be it small or great, will escape 
punishment. But when I saw him living a 
life of insecurity and disgrace, and felt that 
his only hope depends on your decision, I 
thought that he had been punished enough; 
and so I implore you to be magnanimous 
and humane in the view you take of his 
case. To have one's opponents under one's 
power is right and proper for a man of spirit 
and authority ; but to be kind and gentle to 

1 Placed in 37a. 

> Astktnir for the merciful consideration of Domitiantts, a 
friend of Basil. 
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tile fallen is the mark of the man super- 
^■i^inent in greatness of soul, and in inclem- 
eticy. So, if you will, it is in your 
ix>'wer to exhibit your magnanimity in the 
c^se of the same man, both in punishing 
^i m and in saving him. Let the fear Domi- 
^^n has of what he suspects, and of what he 
k.nows he deserves to suffer, be the extent of 
His chastisement. I entreat you to add noth- 
*ngr to his punishment, for consider this: 
niany in former times, of whom no record 
has reached us, have had those who wronged 
them in their power. But those who sur- 
passed their fellows in philosophy did not 
persist in their ^rath, and of these the 
niemory has been handed down, immortal 
through all time. Let this glory be added to 
What history will say of you. Grant to us, 
"W-ho desire to celebrate your praises, to be 
able to go beyond the instances of kind- 
nesses sung of in days of old. In this 
manner Croesus, it is said, ceased from his 
'Wrath against the slayer of his son, when he 
gave himself up for punishment,' and the 
great Cyrus was friendly to this very Croesus 
after his victory.' We shall number you 
^with these and shall proclaim this your glory, 
'With all our power, unless we be counted too 
poor heralds of so great a man. 

3. Yet another plea that I ought to urge 
is this, that we do not chastise transgressors 
for what is past and gone, (for what means 
can be devised for undoing the past?) but 
either that they may be reformed for the 
future, or may be an example of good be- 
haviour to others. Now, no one could say 
that either of these points is lacking in the 
present case ; for Domitian will remember 
what has happened till the day of his death ; 
and 1 think that all the rest, with his ex- 
ample before them, are dead with alarm. 
Under these circumstances any addition 
which we make to his punishment will only 
look like a satisfaction of our own anger. 
This I should say is far from being true in 
your case. I could not indeed be induced to 
speak of such a thing did I not see that a 
greater blessing comes to him that gives, 
than to him that receives. Nor will your 
magnanimity be known only to a few. All 
Cappadocia is looking to see what is to be 
done, and I pray that they may be able to 
number this among the rest of your good 
deeds. I shrink from concluding my letter 
for fear any omission may be to my hurt. 
But one thing I will add. Domitian has 
letters from many, who plead for him, but 
he thinks mine (he most important of all, 



because he has learnt, from whom I' know 
not, that I have influence with your ex- 
cellency. Do not let the hopes he has 
placed in me be blasted ; do not let me 
lose my credit among my people here ; be 
entreated, illustrious sir, and grant my boon. 
You have viewed human life as clearly as 
ever philosopher viewed it, and you know 
how goodly is the treasure laid up for all 
those who give their help to the needy. 

LETTER CXIIL' 

To the presbyters of Tarsus} 

On meeting this man, I heartily thanked 
God that by means of his visit He had'com- 
forted me in many afflictions and had through 
him shewn me clearly your love. I seem to 
see in one man's disposition the zeal of all 
of you for the truth. He will tell you of our 
discourses with one another. What you 
ought to learn directly from me is as fol- 
lows. 

We live in days when the overthrow of 
the Churches seems imminent ; of this I have 
long been cognisant. There is no edification 
of the Church; no correction of error; no 
sympathy for the weak ; no single defence of 
sound brethren ; no remedy is found either 
to heal the disease which has already seized 
us, or as a preventive against that which we 
expect. Altogether the state of the Church 
(if I may use a plain figure though it may 
seem too humble an one) is like an old coat, 
which is always being torn and can never be 
restored to its original strength. At such a 
time, then, there is need of great eflbrt and 
diligence that the Churches may in some way 
be benefited. It is an advantage that parts 
hitherto severed should be united. Union 
would be effected if we were willing to 
accommodate ourselves to the weaker, where 
we can do so without injury to souls ; since, 
then, many mouths are open against the 
Holy Ghost, and many tongues whetted to 
blasphemy against Him, we implore you, as 
far as in you lies, to reduce the blasphemers 
to a small number, and to receive into com- 
munion all who do not assert the Holy Ghost 
to be a creature, that the blasphemers may 
be lefl alone, and may either be ashamed and 
return to the truth, or, if they abide in their 
error, may cease to have any importance 
from the smallness of their numbers. Let 
us then seek no more than this, but propose 
to all the brethren, who are willing to join 



1 Herod, i. 45. 



s Herod, i. 83. 
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us, the Nicenc Creed. If they assent to that, 
let us further require that the Holy Ghost 
ought not to be called a creature, nor any 
of those who say so be received into com- 
munion. I do not think that we ought to 
insist upon anything beyond this. For I am 
convinced that by longer communication and 
mutual experience without strife, if anything 
more requires to be added by way of ex- 
planation, the Lord Who worketh all things 
together for good for them that love Him,' 
will grant it. 

LETTER CXIV.« 

To CyriacuSf at Tarsus} 

I NEED hardly tell the sons of peace how 
great is the blessing of peace. But now this 
blessing, great, marvellous, and worthy as it 
is of being most strenuously sought oy all 
that love the Lord, is in peril of being re- 
duced to the bare name, because iniquity 
abounds, and the love of most men has waxed 
cold.* I think then that the one great end 
of all who are really and truly serving the 
Lord ought to be to bring back to union the 
Churches now "at sundry times and in 
divers manners " * divided from one another. 
In attempting myself to effect this, I cannot 
fairly be blamed as a busybody, for nothing 
is so characteristically Christian as the being 
a peacemaker, and for this reason our Lord 
has promised us peacemakers a very high 
reward. 

When, therefore, I had met the brethren, 
and learnt how great was their brotherly 
love, their regard for you, and yet more their 
love for Christ, and their exactitude and 
firmness in all that concerns the faith, and 
moreover their earnestness in compassing 
two ends, the not being separated from your 
love, and the not abandoning their sound 
faith, I approved of their good disposition ; 
and I now write to your reverence beseech- 
ing you with all love to retain them in true 
union, and associated with you in all your 
anxiety for the Church. I have moreover 
pledged myself to them for your orthodoxy, 
and that you too by God's g^ace are enrolled 
to fight with all vigour for the truth, what- 
ever you may have to suffer for the true 
doctrine. My own opinion is that the fol- 
lowing conditions are such as will not run 
counter to your own feeling and will be 
quite sufficient to satisfy the above mentioned 

> Rom. viii. aS. 

• Placed in yj2. 

* Like the preceding Letter, on the sufficiency of the Nicene 
Creed. 

« cf. Matt. zxlv. 13. •€/. Heb. i. t. 



brethren; namely, that you should confess 
the faith put forth by our Fathers once 
assembled at Nicaea, that you should not 
omit any one of its propositions, but bear in 
mind that the three hundred and eighteen 
who met together without strife did not 
speak without the operation of the Holy 
Ghost, and not to add to that creed the state- 
ment that the Holy Ghost is a creature, nor 
hold communion with those who so say, to 
the end that the Church of God may be pure 
and without any evil admixture of any tare. 
If this full assurance is given them by your 
good feeling, they are prepared to offer 
proper submission to yocP. And I myself 
promise for the brethren that they will ofTer 
no opposition, but will show themselves 
entirely subordinate, if only your excellency 
shall have readily granted this one thing 
which they ask for. 

LETTER CXV.« 

To the heretic Simplicia? 

We oflen ill advisedly hate our superiors 
and love our inferiors. So I, for my part, hold 
my tongue, and keep silence about the disgrace 
of the insults ofl^ered me. I wait for the Judge 
above. Who knows how to punish all wicked- 
ness in the end, even though a man pour out 
gold like sand ; let him trample on the right, 
he does but hurt his own soul. God always 
asks for sacrifice, not, I think, because He 
needs it, but because He accepts a pious and 
right mind as a precious sacrifice. But 
when a man by his transgressions tramples 
on himself God reckons his prayers impure. 
Bethink thyself, then, of the last day, and 
pray do not try to teach me. I know more 
than you do, and am not so choked with 
thorns within. I do not mind tenfold 
wickedness with a few good qualities. You 
have stirred up against me lizards and toads,' 

> Placed in 37a. 

*The Ben. £d. note that in the impNerial codex No. IxviL 
appears an areument of this letter wanting in the editions of 
S*. Basil. It IS as follows : ** Letter of the sitme to Simplicia 
about her eunuchs. She was a heretic. The blessed BmsiI 
being ill and entering a bath to bathe, Simplicia told her 
eunuchs and maids to throw his towels out. Straightway the 
just judgment of God slew some of them, and Simplicia scot 
money to the blessed Basil to make amends for the injury. 
Basil refused to receive it, and wrote this letter.** This extraor- 
dinary preface seems to have been written by some anno- 
talor ignorant of the circumstances, which may oe learnt from 
Greg. Naz. Letter xxxviil. it appears that a certain Cappa- 
docian church, long without a bishop, had elected a slave of 
Simplicia. a lady wealthy and munificent, but of suspected 
orthodoxy. Basil and Uregory injudiciously ordained the 
reluctant slave without waiting for his mistress's consent. 
The angry lady wrote in indignation, and threatened him with 
the vengeance of her slaves and eunuchs. After Basil's death 
she returned to the charge, and pressed Gregory to get the 
ordination annulled, cf. Maran, Vit. Bas. rhap. xxv. 

* Presumably the slaves and eunuchs mentioned below. If 
the letter is genuine it is wholly unworthy of the Archbishop 
of Cassarea. 
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beasts, it is true, of Spring time, but never- 
' theless unclean. But a bird will come from 
above who will devour them. The account 
I have to render is not according to your 
ideas, but as God thinks fit to judge. If 
witnesses are wanted, there will not stand 
before the Judge slaves ; nor yet a disgrace- 
ful and detestable set of eunuchs; neither 
woman nor man, lustful, envious, ilMmbed, 
passionate, effeminate, slaves of the belly, mad 
for gold, ruthless, grumbling about their din- 
ner, inconstant, stingy, greedy, insatiable, 
savage, jealous.' What more need I say? 
At their very birth they were condemned to 
the knife. How can their mind be right 
when their feet are awry? They are chaste 
^>ecause of the knife, and it is no credit to 
f'lem. They are lecherous to no purpose, of 
^'leir own natural vileness. These are not 
the witnesses who shall stand in the judg- 
"^cnt, but rather the eyes of the just and the 
eyesight of the perfect, of all who are then 
^^^ See with their eyes what they now see 
^^th their understanding. 



LETTER CXVI.* 

To Firminius? 

You write seldom, and your letters are 
?^ort, either because you shrink from writ- 
\5^g or from avoiding the satiety that comes 
* ^om excess ; or perhaps to train yourself to 
^iirt speech. I, indeed, am never satisfied, 
^nd however abundant be your communica- 
tion, it is less than my desire, because I wish 
to know every detail about you. How are 
you as to health ? How as to ascetic disci- 
pline? Do you persevere in your original 
purpose? Or have you formed some new 
plan, changing your mind according to cir- 
cumstances? Had you remained the same, 
I should not have wanted a great number of 
letters. I should have been quite satisfied 
with *' I am quite well and I hope you are 
quite well." But I hear what I am ashamed 
to say, that you have deserted the ranks of 
your blessed forefathers, and deserted to 
your paternal grandfather, and are anxious 
to be rather a Brettanius than a Firminius. 
I am very anxious to hear about this, and to 
learn the reasons which have induced you to 
take to this kind of life. You have yourself 
been silent; ashamed, I suppose, of your 
intentions, and therefore I must implore you 



> Placed in yj2, 

* A young soldier whom Basil would win from Uie army to 
•soelic life. 



not to entertain any project, which can be 
associated with shame. If any such idea has 
entered into your mind, put it from you, 
come to yourself again, bid a long farewell 
to soldiering and arms and the toils of the 
camp. Return home thinking it, as your 
forefathers thought before you, quite enough 
for ease of life and all possible distinction 
to hold a high place in your city. This, I 
am sure, you w.ll be able to achieve with- 
out difficulty, when I consider your natural 
gifts and the small number of your rivals. 
If, then, this was not your original intention, 
or if after forming it you have rejected it, 
let me know at once. If, on the other hand, 
which God forbid, you remain in the same 
mind, let the trouble come self announced. 
I do not want a letter. 



LETTER CXVII. 

Without address? 

For many reasons I know that I am a 
debtor to your reverence, and now the anxiety 
in which I find myself necessarily puts me 
in the way of services of this kind, although 
my advisers are mere chance comers, and 
not like yourself joined to me by many and 
different tics. There is no need to bring the 
past under review. I may say that I was 
the cause of my own difficulties, by deter- 
mining to leave that good discipline which 
iilone leads to salvation. The result was 
that in this trouble I soon fell into tempta- 
tion. What happened has seemed worthy 
of mention, so that I may not again fall into 
similar distress. As to the future, I wish to 
give full assurance to your reverence, that, 
by God's grace, all will go well, since the 
proceeding is lawful, and there is no diffi- 
culty about it, as many of my friends about the 
court are ready to help me. I shall therefore 
have a petition drawn up, similar to the 
form presented to the Vicar; and, if no 
delay intervene, I shall promptly get my 
discharge, and shall be sure to give you 
relief by sending you the formal document. 
I feel sure that in this my own convic- 
tions have more force than the imperial 
orders. If I shew this fixed and firm in the 
highest life, by God's aid the keeping of my 
chastity will be inviolable and sure. I have 
been pleased to see the brother entrusted to 
me by you, and hold him among my intimate 
friends. I trust he may prove worthy of 
God and of your good word. 

> Answer of Firminius to Xht preceding. 
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me, in Antioch, the same brother will convey 
intimation to your holiness, unless indeed 
the report of what has been done does not 
anticipate him and make the position clear. 
There is ground for hope that the threats 
are coming to an end. 

I wish your reverence to know that our 
brother Anthimus has ordained Faustus, 
who is living with the pope ' as bishop, 
without having received the votes, and in 
place of our right reverend brother Cyril. 
Thus he has filled Armenia with schisms. 
I have thought it right to tell your reverence 
this, lest they should lie against me, and I 
be responsible for these disorderly proceed- 
ings. You will of course deem it right to 
make this known to the rest. I think such 
irregularity will distress many. 

LETTER CXXI.« 

To Theodotus^ bishop of Nicopolis} 

The winter is severe and protracted, so 
that it is difficult for me even to have the 
solace of letters. For this reason I have 
written seldom to your reverence and 
seldom heard from you, but now my beloved 
brother Sanctissimus, the co-presbyter, has 
undertaken a journey as far as your city. 
% him I salute your lordship, and ask you 
to pray for me, and to give ear to Sanctissi- 
njus, that from him you may learn in what 
situation the Churches are placed, and may 
give all possible heed to the points put 
before you. You must know that Faustus 
came with letters for me, from the pope, 
requesting that he might be ordained bishop. 
When however I asked him for some testi- 
monial from yourself, and the rest of tlie 
bishops, he made light of me and betook 
himself to Anthjmus. He came back, 
ordained by Anthimus, without any com- 
munication having been made to me on 
the subject. 

LETTER CXXIL* 

To Pxmenius^ bishop of Satala. 

When the Armenians returned by your 
way you no doubt asked for a letter from 
them, and you learnt why I had not given 

^ The title was not even at this time confined to bishops, 
and who this papa is is quite uncertain. The title is not ^en. 
emily limited to the bishop of Rome until the eighth century. 
sio late as 68n Cyrus is called pope of Alexandria at the Sixth 
Cnnnal. (Mansi xi. 314.) It whs not till 107.) that Gregofy 
VII. asserted an exclusive right to the name. (Gieseler, 

vol.1. 3.403*) 

* Of the same date as the precedincr. 

• On the same aobiect. « Placed in wi. 

' On the same subject as the preceding, cj. Lettert di., 
eesxvii., ccxxvili., c cx x i x., and cxxx. 



the letter to them. If they spoke as truth 
lovers should, you forgave me on the spot; 
if they kept anything back (which I do not 
suppose), at all events hear it from me. 

The most illustrious Anthimus, who long 
ago made peace with me, when he found an 
opportunity of satisfying his own vain glori- 
ousncss, and of causing me some vexation, 
consecrated Faustus, by his own authority 
and with his own hand, without waiting for 
any election from you, and ridiculing my 
punctiliousness in such matters. Inasmuch, 
then, as he has confounded ancient order 
and has made light of you, for whose elec- 
tion 1 was waiting, and has acted in a man- 
ner, as I view it, displeasing to God, for 
these reasons I felt pained with them, and 
gave no letter for any of the Armenians, not 
even for your reverence. Faustus I would 
not even receive into communion, thereby 
plainly testifying that, unless he brought me 
a letter from you, I should be permanently 
alienated from him, and should influence 
those of the same mind with me to treat 
him in the same manner. If there is any 
remedy for these things, be sure to write to 
me yourself, giving your testimony to him, 
if you see that his life is good ; and exhort 
the rest. If on the other hand the mischief 
is incurable, let me perfectly understand it 
to be so, that I may no longer take them 
into account; although really, as they have 
proved, they have agreed, for the future, to 
transfer their communion to Anthimus, in 
contempt of me and of my Church, as 
though my friendship were no longer worth 
having. 

LETTER CXXIII.' 

To UrbiciuSf the monk.^ 

You were to have come to see me (and 
the blessing was drawing near) to cool me, 
aflame in my temptations, with the tip of 
your finger. What then? My sins stood in 
the way and hindered your start, so that I am 
sick v^ithout a remedy. Just as when the 
waves are round us, one sinks and another 
rises, and another looms black and dreadful, 
so of my troubles : some have ceased, some 
are with me, some are before me. As is 
generally the case, the one remedy for these 
troubles is to yield to the crisis and withdraw 
from my persecutors. Yet come to me, to 
console, to advise, or even to travel with me ; 
in any. case you will make me better for the 
mere sight of you. Above all, pray, and 
pray again, that my reason be not whelmed 



» Written in 373. 
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hy the waves of my troubles ; pray that all 
through I may keep a heart pleasing to God, 
that I be not numbered with the wicked 
Mcrvunts, who thank a master when he gives 
tlicm jjood, and refuse to submit when he 
chastises them by adversity; but let me reap 
hcuefit from my very trials, trusting most in 
(joti when I need Him most. 

LETTER CXXIV.i 

To Theodorus. 

It is sometimes said that slaves to the 
passion of love, when by some inevitable 
necessity they are separated from the object 
of their desire, are able to stay the violence 
of their passion by indulging the sense of 
sight, if naply they can look at the picture 
of the beloved object. Whether this be 
true or not I cannot say ; but what has be- 
fallen me in your case, my friend, is not very 
ditlerent. I have felt a disposition towards 
your godly and guileless soul, somewhat, if 
1 nmy so say, of the nature of love ; but the 
gratlHcation of my desire, like that of all 
other blessings, is made difficult to me by the 
opposition of my sins. However, I have 
seemed to see a very good likeness of you in 
the presence of my very reverend brothers. 
Aiul if it had been my lot to fall in with 
you when far away from them, I should have 
fancied that I saw them in you. For the 
measure of love in each of you is so great, 
that in l)oth of you there is a plain contest 
for the superiority. I have thanked God for 
this. If any longer life be left me, I pray 
that my life may be made sweet through 
you, just as now I look on life as a wretched 
thing to be avoided, because I am separated 
from the companionship of those I love best. 
For, in my judgment, there is nothing in 
which one can be cheerful when cut off from 
those who truly love us. 

LETTER CXXV.« 

A transcript of the faith as dictated by Saint 
Basils and subscribed by Eustathius^ bishop 
of Sebasteia,* 

I. Both men whose minds have been 
preoccupied by a heterodox creed and now 
wish to change over to the congregation of 
the orthodox, and also those who are now 
for the first time desirous of being instructed 

I Placed in 373. * Placed in 373. 

> On Basil's relations with Eustathins of Sebasteia (Siwas 
nitt MinAr\.the Vicar of Bray of the Arian controver- 
'^'ibscribed more creeds than any other 
is age, see JLetten czxx. and ccxliv., 



in the doctrine of truth, must be taught the 
creed drawn up by the blessed fathers in the 
Council which met at Nicsea. The same 
training would also be exceedingly useful in 
the case of all who are under suspicion of 
being in a state of hostility to sound doc- 
trine, and who by ingenious and plausible 
excuses keep the depravity of their senti- 
ments out of view. For these too this creed 
is all that is needed. They will either get 
cured of their concealed unsoundness, or, by 
continuing to keep it concealed, will them- 
selves bear the load of the sentence due to 
their dishonesty, and will provide us with 
an easy defence in the day of judgment, 
when the Lord will lift the cover from the 
hidden things of darkness, and *' make 
manifest the counsels of the hearts." ' It is 
therefore desirable to receive them with the 
confession not only that they believe in the 
words put forth by our fathers at Nicaca, but 
also according to the sound meaning ex- 
pressed by those words. For there are men 
who even in this creed pervert the word of 
truth, and wrest the meaning of the words 
in it to suit their own notions* So Marcel- 
lus, when expressing impious sentiments 
concerning the hypostasis of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and describing Him as being 
Logos and nothing more,* had the hardihood 
to profess to find a pretext for his principles 
in that creed by afi[ixing an improper sense 
upon the Homoousion. Some, moreover, of 
the impious following of the Libyan Sabel- 
lius, who understand hypostasis and sub- 
stance to be identical, derive ground for the 
establishment of their blasphemy from the 
same source, because of its having been 
written in the creed " if any one says that 
the Son is of a different substance or hypos- 
tasis, the Catholic and Apostolic Chuich 
anathematizes him.** But they did not there 
state hypostasis and substance to be identi- 
cal. ' Had the words expressed one and the 
same meaning, what need of both? It is on 
the contrary clear that while by some it was 
denied that the Son was of the same sub- 
stance with the Father, and some asserted 
that He was not of the substance and was of 
some other hypostasis, they thus condemned 
both opinions as outside that held by the 
Church. When they set forth their own 
view, they declared the Son to be of the 
substance of the Father, but thev did not 
add the words ''of the hypostasis." The 

» I Cor. 1. 5. 

• Marcellui of Ancyra (Angora) was represented to teach 
that the Son had no real personality, but was only the outwaid 
manifestation (Ilop^opiicbf Aoyof) of the F'uther, but he could 
always defend himself on the ground that hu was in coin- 
munton wiih Julius and Athanasius, popes of Rome and 
Alexandria, cf, Jer., Dt Vir, III, chap. Izxzvi. 
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former clause stands for the condemnation 
of the faulty view ; the latter plainly states 
the dog^ma of salvation. We are therefore 
bound to confess the Son to be of one sub- 
stance with the Father, as it is written ; but 
the Father to exist in His own proper hy- 
postisis, the Son in His, and the Holy Ghost 
in His, as they themselves have clearly 
delivered the doctrine. They indeed clearly 
and satisfactorily declared in the words 
Lio[ht of Light, that the Light which begat 
and the Light which was begotten, are dis- 
tinct, and yet Light and Light ; so that the 
definition of the Substance is one and the 
sarae.^ I will now subjoin the actual creed 
a« it was drawn up at Nicaea.* 

2. icurrtvoftev eif iva Qebv Tlaripa rcavroupdTopa^ 
ir6fTuv 6par€iv re koX aoparuv iroiTjrijv • [^iroirfv^ ovpavov 
«ai y^ hparw re rcdvruv koX aoparuv •] 

«u eJf iva Kvpiov It^oovv Xpiardv, rdv vldv rov Oeov 
[fhv fiomyev^'] yewifieyra zk rov llarph^ fiovoyev^, [ritv 
uroo Tiarpb^ yevvrfihrra irpd itdvruv rctv atuvuv.'] 

TotfTiariv kK r^ ovaiag rov Jlarpd^, Qebv Ik Oeov 
[omit],' ♦&if c/c iuTo^f Qebv ahjOivbv tK Oeov dhjfiivov, 
V^vmfiivTa ov fcoafiivTa^ dfioobatov r<^ Tlarpi, 61* ov to, 
'^'^o kyherOf rd re iv r^ ovpavi^ Kal to iv ry yij 
[omit]. 

^di> 61* ifidc Toif Ai^puiroix icai Sul t^ iftirepav 
•^pwy, Kare^dvra [fic ratv ovpavibv'] koi aapKuOivra. 
[« ftvtvfiaroc dyiov Kal Mapia^ rjyf napOivov.'] 

«rf kvavdpcrrcijcavTa [aravpuBevra re xmip ijfiuv eirl 
**^tov RiMroVf /coi], iraOovra [icai Tcupivra"], Koi dva- 
^^yravg rpiry ifiipa [/card rd^ ypai^ ««*]» oveA^iJtTa 
^ Tovf ovpavov^, [ica2 KaBe^6fuvov ik de^idv rov 

«ai vdXiv hpx^fuvov [jierd ^of^f] Kplvai ^awrag Kal 
Mipoif • [ov TTf jiaaikeia^ ovk iorai riXn^ •] 

*a< fif rd llvevfia rb dyiov. [rd Khptov Kai rb l^uonoibv 
^ U rw U.arpb^ eKiropevdfievov, rb avv Jlarpl Kal Ti<fi 
^jtvpooKUVovfUVOV Kal owAo^a^dfievoif, rb ?xiXijaav Aid 
^v» Ttpo^ijTLiv • etc filav dyiav KaOo7jK^v luil d7roarohKT/v 
^^^iaVf dfioXoyovfuif iv pdirriOfia eiq di^eaiv duapriuv^ 
^pwAoKufuv dvdaraaiv veKpCtv^ Kal ^oijv rov fiiXXovro^ 
«*6wf. *A/w^v.] 

rotf Si Xiyovrac, jjv rrore bre ovk ^v, Kal Trptv yewrj- 
9pai OVK ^v, Kai brt if ovk bvruv eyiveroj ^ e§ iripnq 
hotrrdtrtu^ ^ ovaia^ ^doKovrag dvatj f; Kriarbv rj rpeirrbv 
^fiXkniurbv rbv tibv rov O^oi', rovrovq dvaOsfiariCtt ij 
KiA»?jK^ Kai drroaro^K^ eKK^tfcia, [Omit all the An- 
athemas.] 

3. Here then all points but one are satis- 
factorily and exactly defined, some for the 

t cf. Letters xxxviii. and xdi. Basil is anxious to show 
that iits own view is Identical with the Nicene, and does not 
admit a development and variation in the meanini^ of the word 
hyp'istavls ; but on compurinj; such a passage as that in Athan. 
c, Afro*, ** hypostasis is substance, and means nothing else 
but very being'" iii ^ vw6<rreuri^ ovfria. cori koX oifity dAAb 
tfi|^MiP»fA<yop i\ti 71 airrb to ov) with St. Basil's words in the 
text it appears plain that hypostasis is not used throughout in 
the same sense. An erroneous sense of " three hypostases " 
was understood to be condemned at Nicaea, though Alhana- 
sius, e^. **/« it/nJ omnia,'* etc.j SchafT and Wace's ed., p. go, 
does himself use the phrase, writing probably about ten years 
after Nicaea; but he more commonly treats ovaia and vv6<rra<ri« 
as tdenticiil. See specially the Tomus ad Amtiochenos of A.D. 
463 on the possible use of either ** three hypostases " or "one 
^rp'^sta^is.*' cf. also n. on p. 179. 

s I give the creed in the original Greek. The passages in 
brackets indicate th? alterations of the Constantinopolitan re« 
▼Csion according to the text of Chalcedon. 

• •* Demm dt Dto " it inserted in the Sanira Breviary. 



correction of what had been corrupted, some 
as a precaution against errors expected to 
arise. The doctrine of the Spirit, however, 
is merely mentioned, as needing no elabora- 
tion, because at the time of the Council 
no question ^vas mooted, and the opinion 
on this subject in the hearts of the faithful 
was exposed to no attack. Little by little, 
however, the growing poison-germs of im- 
piety, first sown by Arius, the champion of 
the heresy, and then by those who succeeded 
to his inheritance of mischief, were nurtured 
to the plague of the Church, and the regular 
development of the impiety issued in blas- 
phemy ifgainst the Holy Ghost. Under 
these circumstances we are under the neces- 
sity of putting before the men who have no 
pity for themselves, and shut their eyes to 
the inevitable threat directed bv our Lord 
against blasphemers of the Holy Ghost, their 
bounden duty. They must anathematize all 
who call the Holy Ghost a creature, and all 
who so think ; all who do not confess that He 
is holy by nature, as the Father is holy by 
nature, and the Son is holy by nature, and 
refuse Him His place in the blessed divine 
nature. Our not separating Him from 
Father and Son is a proof of our right mind, 
for we are bound to be baptized in the terms 
we have received and to profess belief in the 
terms in which we are baptized, and as we have 
professed belief in, so to give glory to Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost ; and to hold aloof 
from the communion of all who call Him 
creature, as from open blasphemers. One 
point must be regarded as settled ; and the 
remark is necessary because of our slander- 
ers; we do not speak of the Holv Ghost as 
unbegotten, for we recognise one tjnbegotten 
and one Origin of all things,* the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ : nor do we speak of the 
Holy Ghost as be^jotten, for by the tradition 
of the faith we have been taught one Only- 
begotten : the Spirit of truth we have been 
taught to proceed from the Father, and wc 
confess Him to be of God without creation. 
We are also bound to anathematize all who 
speak of the Holy Ghost as ministerial,* in- 
asmuch as by this term they degrade Him to 
the rank of a creature. For that the minis- 
tering spirits are creatures we are told by 
Scripture in the words " they are all minis- 
tering spirits sent forth to minister." ' But 



*</. pp. VI and 30, notes. 

^cf. Ve Sp, S. % a;, p. 17. On those who described the 
Spirit as merely a ministering spirit, vide Athan., Ad Serap. i. 
(Aryi^KTwy tivrb M^iy ubfOP icri<rua, aAAA ical twk Acirovp>ixiuf 
nvtvikirtav iv avrb cifai). This new party arose in the Delta 
about 363, and was first known as "Tropici." They were 
condemned nt the synod held at Alexandria on the return ot' 
Athnnasius from his third exile. Its Synodical Letter is the 
Tomnt ad AHtiochenos, • Heb. i. 14. 



196 



BASIL. 



because of men who make universal confu- 
sion, and do not keep the doctrine of the 
Gospels, it is necessary to add yet this fur- 
tiier, that they are to be slitmned, as plainly 
hostile to true religion, who invert the order 
left us by the Lord, and put the Son before 
the Father, and the Holy Spirit before the 
Son. For we must keep unaltered and in- 
violable that order which we have received 
from the very words of the Lord, "Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations, baptizing 
them m the name of the Father and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost." * 

I. Eustathius, bishop, have read to thee, 
Basil, and understood ; and I assent'to what 
is written above. I have signed in the pres- 
ence of our Fronto, Severus, the chorepis- 
copus, and several other clerics. 

LETTER CXXVL« 

To Atarbius} 

On arriving at Nicopolis in the double 
hope of settling the disturbances which had 
arisen, and applying a remedy, as far as 
possible, to measures taken in a disorderly 
manner and in violation of the law of the 
Church, I was exceedingly disappointed at 
failing to meet you. I heard that you had 
hurriedly withdrawn, and actually from the 
very synod which was being held by you. 
I am, therefore, under the necessity of having 
recourse to writing, and by this letter I bid 
you present yourself before me, that you may 
m person apply some remedy to the pain 
which I felt, even unto death, on hearing 
that you had ventured on action, in the very, 
middle of the church, of the like of which I 
hitherto have never heard. All this, although 
painful and serious, is endurable, as having 
happened to a man who has committed the 
punishment due for his sufferings to God, and 
IS wholly devoted to peace and to prevent- 
ing harm falling from any fault' of his on 
God's people. Since, hovyever, some hon- 
ourable brethren, worthy of all credit, have 
told me that you have introduced certain 
innovations into the faith, and have spoken 
against sound doctrine, I am under the cir- 
cumstances the more agitated, and above 
measuie anxious, lest, in addition to the 
countless wounds which have been inflicted 
on the Church by traitors to the truth of the 
Gospel, yet a further calamity should spring 
up in the renewal of the ancient heresy of 
Sabellius, the enemy of the Church ; for to 
this the brethren have reported your utter- 

> Mutt, xxviii. 14. « Placed in 373. 

* Bisho;) of Neocaesarea. Vide Letter Ixv. 



ances to be akin. I have, therefore, wri 
to charge you not to shrink from undertal 
a short journey to come to me, and, by gi 
me full assurance in the matter, at oncet< 
leviate my pangs, and to solace the Chur 
of God, which are now pained to a gr 
nay an unendurable extent, at your act 
and your reported words. 

LETTER CXXVILi 
To EusebiuSf bishop of Samosata* 

Our merciful God, Who makes oon 
match trouble, and consoles the lowly^ 
they be drowned unawares in exceei 
grief, has sent a consolation, equivaler 
the troubles I have suffered in Nico}X)li! 
seasonably bringing me the God-bel< 
bishop Jobinus. He must tell you hin- 
how very opportune his visit was. 
shrink from a long letter, and will hold 
peace. And I am the more inclined t< 
fence, lest I seem as it were to put a mar 
men, who have turned round and begu 
show regard to me, by mentioning their 

God grant that you may come to see n 
my own home, so that I may embrace j 
reverence and tell you everything in dc 
For we often find some comfort in tel 
what is painful in actual experience. H 
ever, for all that the very godly bishop 
done, fully as far as regards his affection 
me, and preeminently and stoutly as reg; 
the exact observance of the canons, c 
mend him. Moreover, thank God that 3 
pupils everywhere exhibit your reveren 
character. 

LETTER CXXVHL' 

To Eusebius^ bishop of Samosata.^ 

I. Hitherto I have been unable to \ 
any adequate and practical proof of 
earnest desire to pacify the Churches of 
Lord. But in my heart I affirm that I t 
so great a longing, that I would gladly \ 
up even my life, if thereby the flame 
hatred, kindled by the evil one, could be 
out. If it was not for the sake of this Ic 
ing for peace that I consented to com< 
Colonia,* may my life be unblessed by pei 
The peace I seek is the true peace, lefl 
by the Lord Himself; and what I have as 
that I may have for my assurance belong! 
one who desires nothing but the true pe; 

> Placed in 37*. 

> On Basil's diificulties while at Nicopolis, with a ret 
for the sympathy of Eusehius. 

• Placed in 373. 

« On the diffic'ultj of reconciliation with Eustathius. 

* Maran supposes this to be the piace referred to in L 
ccxliv. a. 
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oltliough some perversely interpret the truth with them ; if we fail we must be content 

into another sense. Let them use their with one another and purge our conduct of 

t.ongues as they will, but assuredly ihey will tliis uncertain spirit, restoring the evangeli- 

one day be sorry for their words. cal and simple conversation followed by 

2. Now I beseech your holiness to remem- those who accepted the Word from the be- 
lter the original propositions, and not to be ginning. '* Tiiey," it is said, " were of one 
led away by receiving answers that do not fit heart and of one soul." * If they obey you, 
•the questions, nor yet to give practical weight this will be best; if not, recognise the real 
to the quibbles of men who, without any authors of the war, and, for the future do not 
power of argument, very cleverly pervert the write me any more letters about reconcilia- 
truth, from their own ideas alone. I set out tion. 

propositions which were 'perfectly simple, T fttt?r pyyty « 

clear and easy to remember; do we decline 1^11.1 ir-K <^aaia. 

to receive into communion those who refuse ^ %£■ 1 4: d- 2. ^ /■ a^4:^^i, a 

to accept the Nicene Creed ? Do we refuse to ^'> ^'^^"^ ^"^P "f ^''*""^- 

k*"!!: Ji""^ °^l!lTil*!..*lV°^u!!'K.*'n,u"I! *?! ' • I knew that the charge which had lately 

' up against tlie loquacio 
3uld sound strange in the 

_ ,- ,- ,. , , ^ ncy. I did not know my — , -••, 

cocted the statement which you have sent ^^^^^ ,^g ^^.^^ accused ; at the present time, 

«^«:-and this not from simpl^mindcdness, 1,0^^^^, ^^ Sebastenes, after search in some 

a » might be imagined, nor yet from his ma- ^^^.j^j. ^^ another, have brought these things 

^lity to see the consequences. What he p^^ward, and they are carrying about a docu- 

t^''T'^n''*' ^^ repudiating myproposi- .^^^^ for which they are specially trying to 

»^n, he wil expose his true character to the condemn me on the ground that I hold the 

g^ople; while, if he agrees to it, he will ^^^ sentiments. It contains the following 

J*'^part from that via media which has Erases. " Wherefore it is everywhere ne- 

**Ltl,erto seemed to him preferable to any Pessary to understand the first identity in con- 

*:her position. Let him not try to beguile ju^ci^,, vvith, or rather in union with, the 

Ve, nor, with the rest, deceive your intelli- '^^^^^ ^^^ to say that the second and the 

^nce. Let him send a concise answer to ^j^j^^ ^^^ ^j^^ ^^^^' p^^ ^hat the Fatlier is 

ly question, whether he accepts or repudi- g^^j, j,,^ S^„ j^ secondly, and the Spirit 

-ws communion with the enemies of the jj^j^j', ^„^, ;„ ^^^j t,,^ Spirit is 

«^ith. If );ou get him to do this and send me ^^^^j -^ j,,^ g^^ j^ s^^ondly, in so far as the 

^ch a distinct answer as I pray for, I own g .^f^ j^ ^y^^ Lord ; and tlie Father thirdly, 

**iyself in error in all th-it has gone before; I .^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ g .^i^ j^ q^j ^^^ to ex- 

take all the blame upon myself; then ask from ^^^ ineffable with greatest force, the 

rne a proof of humility. But. if nothing of ^^^j^^^ j^ g^„ ;^ ^ ^^i^rl^X sense, and the 

«ie kind come to pass, pardon mc, most God- g^„ p^^,,^^ j^^ ^ gli^f 3^,,^^ „„j ^^ i„ jhe 

beloved father, m my inability to approach ^^^ ^j. j,,^ g .^j ;„ ^^ f^^ ^^ jj,^ Trinity is 

God s altar with hypocrisy. Were it not for ^,^^ q^^ „ ^j^j^ j^ ^,,.,j j^ ^^. ^.-uited 

this dread, why should I separate myself ^^^^ j never can believe it to have been 

from Euippius, so learned a man, so advanced jn^^nted by those through whom it has been 

inage,andboundtomebysomanytiesof .ji^^^j-'^ljj, , ^^^^ ^y^^^^ slanders 

affection? If, however, m this case I acted ^ 5,,^^ j ^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^t,,; ^^ beyond 

rightly. It would, I am sure, be absurd to j^^,^ audacity. For writing to some of their 

appear united with those who maintain the . j. advanced their false accusation 

same views as Euippius, through the media- ^ J^^ J ^^^ ^^^^ ^^j^^j the words I 

tion of these am.abe and charming persons. ^^^,^ ^^^^^ describing them as the work of 

3. Not that I think It IS absolutely our ^^^^^^ ^ut saying nothing as to the author 
du y to cut ourselves off from those who do ^^ ^j^^ document, in order that it might vul- 
not receive the faith, but rather to have re- , ^e supposed to have come from my 
^rd to them in accordance with the old law ^ ^ Nevertheless, in my opinion, their in- 
of love, and to write to them with one con- »;„; ^ ^^^u ^^t have gone far enough 
sent, giving them all exhoration with pity, . 8 ,jj ^^e phrases together. On this 
and to propose to them the faith of tlic ^^^V ?^ ^^^v ^^ repudiate the growing 
fathers, and mvite them to union. If we ' r ^ ^ 

' succeed we should be united in communion 

> AcU ir. 3a. * Placed in 373. 

* A refutation of a charge that he was the author of an 
a i^, Eottathius. ApolUnarian docuwent. 
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blasphemy against myself, and shew to all 
the world that I have nothing in common 
with those who make such statements, I 
have been compelled to mention Apollina- 
rius as approximating to the impiety of Sa- 
bellius. Of this subject I will say no more. 

2. I have received a message from the 
court that, after the first impulse of the Em- 
peror, to which lie was impelled by my ca- 
lumniators, a second decree has been passed, 
that I am not to be delivered to my accusers, 
nor given over to their will, as was ordered 
at the beginning; but that there has been in 
the meanwhile some delay. If then this 
obtains, or any gentler measure is determined 
on, I will let you know. If the former pre- 
vails, it shall not be so, without your know- 
ledge. 

3. Our brother Sanctissimus has cer- 
tainly been with you a long time, and you 
have learnt the objects he has in view. If, 
then, the letter to the Westerns seems to you 
to contain at all what is requisite, be so good 
as to have it written out and conveyed to me, 
that I may get it signed by those who think 
with us, and may keep the subscription ready, 
and written out on a separate paper, which 
we can fasten on to the letter which is being 
carried about by our brother and fellow pres- 
byter. As I did not find in the minute any- 
thing conclusive, I was in a difficulty on what 
point to write to the Westerns. Necessary 
points are anticipated, and it is useless to 
write what is superfluous, and on such points 
would it not be ridiculous to show feeling? 
One subject, however, did appear to me to 
be hitherto untouched, and to suggest a rea- 
son for writing, and that was an exhortation 
to them not indiscriminately to accept the 
communion of men coming from the East ; 
but, after once choosing one side, to receive 
the rest on the testimony of their fellows, and 
not to assent to every one writing a form of 
creed on the pretext of orthodoxy. If they do 
so, they will be found in communion with men 
at war with one another, who often put forward 
the same formulae, and yet battle vehemently 
against one another, as those who are most 
widely separated. To the end, then, that the 
heresy may not be the more widely kindled, 
while those who are at variance with one 
another mutually object to their own formu- 
lae, they ought to be exhorted to make a dis- 
tinction between the acts of communion 
which are brought them by chance comers, 
and those which are duly drawn up accord- 
ing to the rule of the Church.' 

* The Ben, note adduces this letter and Leiler ccxxiv. as 
shewinsT two kinds of communion, (1) Personal in the 
Eucharist and prayer, and (a) by letter. 



LETTER CXXX." 

To Theodotus bishop of Nicopolis. 

1. You have very rightly and properly 
blamed me, right honourable and well be- 
loved brother, in that ever since I departed 
from your reverence, conveying to Eustathius 
those propositions about the faith, I have told 
you neither much nor little about his busi- 
ness. This neglect is really not due to anv 
contempt on my* part for the way in which 
he has treated me, but simply to the fact that 
the story is now published abroad in all 
men's ears, and nobody needs any instruc- 
tions from me in order to learn what his in- 
tentions are. For this he has had good heed, 
as though he were really afraid that he 
would have few witnesses of his opinion, 
and has sent to the ends of the earth the 
letter which he has written against me. 
He has therefore severed himself from com- 
munion with me. He did not consent to 
meet me at the appointed spot, and did not 
bring his disciples, as he had promised. 
On the contrary, he publicly stigmatized me 
in the public synods, with the Cilician The- 
ophilus,* by the open and undisguised slander 
of sowing in the souls of the people doctrines 
at variance with his own teaching. This 
was quite enough to break up all union 
between us. Afterwards he came to Ci- 
licia, and, on meeting with a certain Gela- 
sius, showed him the creed which only an 
Arian, or a thorough disciple of Arius, could 
subscribe. Then, indeed, I was yet more 
confirmed in my alienation from him. I felt 
that the Ethiopian will never change his skin, 
nor the leopard his spots,* nor a man nurtured 
in doctrines of pen'ersity ever be able to rub 
off the stain of his heresy. 

2. In addition to all this he has had the 
impudence to write against me, or rather to 
compose long discourses full of all kinds of 
abuse and calumny. To these, up to this 
time, I have answered nothing, taught 
as we are by the Apostle, not to avenge 
ourselves, but to give place unto wrath.* 
Moreover, at the thought of the depth 
of the hypocrisy with which he has all 
along approached me, I have, in a way, be- 
come speechless with amazement. But, if 
all this had never happened, who would not 
feel horror and detestation of the fellow at 
this fresh piece of audacity ? Now, as I hear, 
if the report is really true and not a slander- 
ous invention, he has ventured to re-ordain 

* PUced in 373. 

s Bishop of Castflbala, whither he wns translated from 
Eleutheropolis. cf. JMUrM ccxliv. and ccxlv. 

» cj» Jcr. xUi. 33. * Uom. xU. 19^ 
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certain men; a proceeding on which so far ful witness in heaven. How then can men 
no heretic has ventured. How tlien can I who shun lies, who have leiU*nt that love is 
quietly endure such treatment? How the fulfilling of t\\e law, who profess to bear 
can I look upon the errors of the man as the burdens of the weak, have consented to 
curable? Beware, then, of being led away bring these calumnies against me and to con- 
by lies; do not be moved by the suspi- demu me out of other men's writings? I 
cions of men who aie prone to look at have often asked myself this question, but I 
everything in a bad light, as though I were cannot imagine the reason, unless it be, as 
making little of such things. For, be sure, I have said from the beginning, tliat my pain 
my very dear and honourable friend, that I in all this is a part of the punishment which is 
Have never at any time been so grieved as I due to my sins. 

am now, on hearing of this confusion of the 2. First of all I sorrowed in soul that 

laws of the Church. Fray only that the trutlis were lessened by the sons of men ; in 

Lord grant me to take no step in anger, but the second place I feared for my own self, 

to maintain charity, which behavcth itself lest in addition to my other sins, I should 

not unseemly and is not puffed up.' Only become a misanthrope, believing no truth 

look how men without charity have -been and honour to be left in any man ; if indeed 

lifted up beyond all human bounds and con- those whom I have most greatly trusted 

^uct themselves in an unseemly manner, arc proved to be so disposed both to me and 

^^^ring deeds which have no precedent in all to the truth. Be sure then, my brother, and 

^e past.* every one who is a friend of the truth, that 

LETTER CXXXI * ^^^ composition is not mine ; I do not ap- 

prove of it, for it is not drawn up according 

To O/vm/fius * ^^ "^^ views. Even if I did write, a good 

^ ^ ' many years ago, to Apollinarius or to any 

I. Truly unexpected tidings make both one else, I ought not to be blamed. I find 

^^rs tingle. This is my case. These com- no fault myself if any member of any society 

^^^itions against me, which are being carried has been cut oflf into heresy (and you know 

^^out, have fallen upon ears by this time perfectly well whom I mean though I men- 

^^ett}' well seasoned, on account of my tion nobody by name) , because each man will 

^5jving formerly received the letter, ap- die in his own sin. 

^^opriate enough to my sins, but which This is my reply to the document sent me, 
'^ should never have expected to be writ- that you may know the truth, and make it 
^^n by those who sent it. Nevertheless plain to all who wish not to hold the truth in 
'^hat followed did seem to me so extraordi- unrighteousness. If it prove necessary to 
Warily cruel as to blot out all that had gone defend myself more at length on each sepa- 
\>efore. How could I fail to be driven al- rate count, I will do so, God being my 
^ost out of my senses when I read the letter helper. I, brother Olympius, neither main- 
addressed to the reverend brother Dazinas, tain three Gods, nor communicate with 

full of outrageous insults and calumnies and Apollinarius.' • 

^f attacks against me, as though I had been 

convicted of much pernicious designs against LETTER CXXXH. 

the Church? Moreover proofs were forth- 

with oflfered of the truth of the calumnies To AbramiuSy bishop of Batna. 

against me, from the document of whose ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ autumn I have been quite 
authorship I am ignorant. Farts I recog- j ^^t of the whereabouts of vour rever- 
nise. I own, as having been written by ^ for I kept hearing uncertain rumours, 
ApoUmanus of Laodicea. These I had ^^^^ ^ .^ ^j^^^ ^^,.^ stopping at Sam- 

purposely not even ever, read, but I had osata, and tome in the country, while others 
heard of them from the report of others, ^.^intained that they had seen you at Bat na?. 
Other portions I found included, which I ^j^j^ j^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ .writing fre- 

had never either read or heard of from any j ^^^ ^,^ hearing that you are 

one else ; of the truth of this there is a faith- ^^^^.^^ ^^ Antioch, in the house of the hon- 
1 1 Cor. xiii. s and 4. ourablc Couiit Satumiuus, I have been glad 

« There is no other mention In Basil's letters of Eustathius •„^ fU-'o loffoi* fn rxnr K*>lr\v*»r1 unrl r^vprpnH 

betn{? ^ilty of reordination. The Ben. note, however, states tO glVC thlS letter tO OUr DelOVCO aUG reVCrcna 

that Basil is not accurate in sayinjf that there was no heretical brother SaUCtissimUS, OUr fclloW prCsbyter, 

precedent for such proceeding's. The Arians are charired \ 

with it in the Book of the Prayers of Faustus and Marcelli- ^ ^ , j * 

xkxM.Bib. Pair. v. 6^5. cf. also the letter of Constantius to » cf. Letter cxxv. and Greg. Naz., OraS. i. and xxix. 

the Ethiopians against Fnimentius. A\h9iiu,Apol, ad Const, » Placed in 373. * . *u ^ % e r- 

\xt. • ef. Letter xcii. He was present at the Council of Con- 

• Flaced in 373. « cf. Letters xil. and xiii. stanUnople. 
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by whom I salute von, nnil exhort you, wliere- 
cver you bf, to remember firstly God, and 
secondly myself, whom you determined from 
tlie begmnhig to love and to reckon among 
your most intimate friends. 

LEITER CXXXIIL 

To Feler, bishop of Alexandria.^ 

The Bight of the eyes brings aimut bodily 
friendship, and long companionship strcnglh- 
ena it, but genuine regard is the gift of the 
Spint, Who unites what is separated by long 
distances, and makes friends itnown to one 
another, not by bodily qualities, but by the 
charncteristics of the soul. The grace of the 
Lord has granted me this favour, by permit- 
ting me to see you with the soul's eye, and 
to embrace you with genuine affection, and 
as it were, to be drawn very near to you, 
and to come into close union with you in the 
communion of faith. I am sure that you, 
disciple as you are of so great a man, and 
long associiited with him, will walk in the 
same spirit and follow the same doctrines of 
true religion. Under these circumstances I 
address your excellency, and beseech you 
that among the other things in which you 
have succeeded that great man, you will suc- 
ceed him in love to me. that you will fre- 
quently wiite me news of you, and will give 
heed to the brotherhood all over the world 
with the same atii-ction tnid the same zeal 
which that most blessed man always showed 
to all that love God in truth. 



LETTER CXXXIV.' 

' To the presbyter Pisonius. 

You may conjecture from what it contains, 
what pleasure you have given me by your 
letter. The pureness of heart, from which 
such expressions sprang, was plainly signi- 
fied by what you wiote. A streamlet tells 
of its own spring, and so the manner of 
speech marks the heart from which it came. 
I must confess that an extraordinary and 
improbable thing has happened to me. For 
deeply anxious as I always was to receive a 
letter from your excellency, when I had 
taken your tetter into my hand and had i 
it, I was not so much pleased at what you 
had written, as annoyed at reckoning np the 
loss I had suffered in your long silence. 
Now that you have begun to write, pray do 
not leave off. You will give me greater 
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pleasure than men can give by sending much 
money to misers. I have had no writer with 
me, neither caligraphlsl, nor short-hand. 
Of all those whom 1 happen to employ, 
some have returned to their former mode of 
life, and others are unfit for work from long 
sickness. 

LETTER CXXXV.i 

To Diodorus, presbyter of Aiitioch.' 

I HAVE read the books sent me by your 
excellency. With the second I was delight- 
ed, not only with its brevity, as was likely to 
be the case with a reader out of health and 
inclined to indolence, but, because it is at 
once 'full of thought, and so arranged that 
the objections of opponents, and the answers 
to them, stand out distinctly. Its simple and 
natural style seeins to me to befit the profes- 
sion of a Christian who writes less for self- 
advertisement than for the general good. 
The former work, which has practically the 
snme force, but is much more elaborately 
adorned with rich diction, many figures, 
and niceties of dialogue, seems to me to 
require considerable time to read, and much 
mental labour, both to gather its mean- 
ing and retain it in the memory. The abuse 
of our opponents and the support of our own 
side, which are thrown in, although they 
may seem to add some charms of dialectic 
to the treatise, do yet break the continuity 
of the thought and weaken the strength of 
the argument, by causing interruption and 
delay. I know that your intelligence is 
perfectly well aware that the heathen phi- 
losophers who wrote dialogues. Aristotle and 
Theophrastus, went straight to the point, 
because they were aware of their not beinjj 
gifted with the graces of Plato. Plato, on 
the other hand, with his great power of 
writing, at the same time attacks opinions 
and incidenlallv makes fun of his characters, 
assailing now the rashness and recklessness 
of a Thrasymachus, the levity and frivolity of 
a Hippias, and the arrogance and pomposity 
of a Protagoras. When, however, he intro- 
duces unmarked characters into his dia- 
logues, he uses the interlocutors for making 
the point clear, but does not admit anything 
more belonging to the ch.iraclers into his 
argumenL An instance of this is in the 
Laws. 



■ Placed [n ]7J. 

'ij. Lfller cli. Theodorct, ffiit. Err. Iv. u. He tm ■ 
pupiror Silvnnue. biihon of Tanui Lrlltr cciliv.Thm. 
Jnrtl, ep. xvi., relrr. lo hi« ohli)talions In him at ■ luchcr. 
In 17S Ac became I'ithon of TaniK. OnlriuxTie f'aifinenU 
or hia worki mnain, ite bulk.havingbeon destmycd.lll* 
aaid, br the Aiiaiu. 
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2. It is well for us too, who betake our- 
selves to writing, not from any vain ambition, 
but from the design of bequeathing counsels 
of sound doctrine to the brethren, if we in- 
troduce some character well known to all 
the world for presumption of manners, to 
interweave into the argument some points in 
accordance with the quality of the character, 
Unless indeed we have no right at all to leave 
our work and to accuse men. But if the 
subject of the dialogue be wide and general, 
^ agressions against persons interrupt its con- 
tin, tiiiy and tend to no good end. So much 
I Inave written to prove that you did not send 
yoijr work to a flatterer, but have shared 
y^oiirtoil with a real brother. And I have 
Sf::xDken not for the correction of what is 
ftr-^ished, but as a precaution for the future; 
r assuredly one who is so accustomed to 
»~ite, and so diligent in writing, will not 
- sitate to do so ; and the more so that there 
no falling oft' in the number of those who 
"%re him subjects. Enough for me to read 
ur books. I am as far from being able to 
ite anything as, I had very nearly said, I 
Ji from being well, or from having the least 
^sure from my work. I have however now 
vt back the larger and earlier of the two 
lumes, af^er perusing it as far as I have 
n able. The second I have retained, 
ith the wish to transcribe it, but, hitherto, 
ithout finding any quick writer. To such 
pitch of poverty has come the enviable 
^>ndition of the Cappadocians ! 

LETTER CXXXVI.' 

71? Eusedii^s^ bishop of Samosata.* 

I. Ix what state the good Isaaces has 
bund me, he himself will best explain to 
ou; though his tongue cannot be tragic 
Enough to describe my sufierings, so great 
Xvas my illness. However, any one who 
^nows me ever so little, will be able to con- 
jecture what it was. For, if when I am 
called well, I am weaker even than persons 
>vho are given over, you may fancy what I 
'was when thus ill. Yet, since disease is my 
natural state, it would follow (let a fever 
have its jest) that in this change of habit, 
my health became especially flourishing. 
But it is the scourge of the Lord which goes 
on increasing my pain according to my de- 
serts ; thefefore I have received illness up>on 
illness, so that now even a child may see that 
this shell of mine must for certain fail, unless 

» Placed in 373. 

> On his own sickness nnd the troubles of the Church. On 
his bad health, of. Letters ix., xxvii., cxcviii.. ccii., cciii., and 
Th<t translation of the first secUon is Newman's. 




perchance, God's mercy vouchsafe to me, in 
His long sufiering, time for repentance, and 
now, as often before, extricate me from evils 
beyond human cure. This shall be, as it is 
pleasing to Him and good for myself. 

2. 1 need hardly tell you how deplorable 
and hopeless is the condition of the Churches. 
Now, for the sake of our own safety, we ne- 
glect our neighbour's, and do not even seem 
able to see that general disaster involves in- 
dividual ruin. Least of all need I say this 
to one who, like yourself, foresaw the future 
from afar, and has foretold and proclaimed 
it and has been among the first to be roused, 
and to rouse the rest, writing letters, coming 
yourself in person, leaving no deed un- 
done, no word unspoken. I remember this 
in eveiy instance, but yet we are none 
the better off*. Now, indeed, were not 
my sins in the way, (first of all, my dear 
brother the reverend deacon Eustathius fell 
seriously ill and detained me two whole 
months, looking day by day for his restora- 
tion to health ; and then all about me fell 
sick ; brother Isaaces will tell you the 
rest ; then last of all I myself was attacked 
by this complaint) I should long ago have 
been to see your excellency, not indeed 
thereby to try to improve the general state 
of affairs, but to get some good for my- 
self from your society. I had made up my 
mind to get out of the reach of the ecclesias- 
tical artillery, because I am quite unprepared 
to meet my enemies' attacks. May God's 
mighty hand preserv^e you for all of us, as a 
noble guardian of the faith, and a vigilant 
champion of the Churches ; and grant me, 
before I die, to meet you for the comfort of 
my soul. 

LETTER CXXXVn.' 

To Antipater^ on his assuming the governorship 

of Cappadocia.* 

I DO now really feel the loss which I suf- 
fer from being ill ; so that, when such a man 
succeeds to the government of my country, 
my having to nurse myself compels me to 
be absent. For a whole month I have been 
undergoing the treatment of natural hot 
springs, in the hope of drawing some benefit 
from them. But I seem to be troubling my- 
self to no purpose in my solitude, or indeed 
to be deservedly a laughing stock to mankind, 
for not heeding the proverb which says 
*' warmth is no good to the dead." Even 
situated as I am, I am very anxious to put 
aside everything else, and betake myself to 

» Placed in yj^. 

s Compare Letteti dxxzvi. and cIxjcxtU. 
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your excellency, that I may enjoy the benefit 
of all your high qualities, and through your 
goodness settle all my home affairs here in 
a proper manner. The house of our rever- 
end mother Palladia is my own, for I am 
not only nearly related to her, but regard 
her as a mother on account of her character. 
Now, as some disturbance has been raised 
about her house, I ask your excellency to 
postpone the enquiry for a little while, and 
to wait till I come ; not at all that justice 
may not be done, for I had rather die ten 
thousand times than ask a favour of thatOcind 
from a judge who is a friend of law and right, 
but that you may learn from me by word of 
mouth matters which it would be unbecom- 
ing for me to write. If you do so you will 
in no wise fail in fealty to the truth, and we 
shall suffer no harm. I beg you then to keep 
the individual in question * in safe custody 
under the charge of the troops, and not 
refuse to grant me this harmless favour. 

LETTER CXXXVIII.' 

To Eusebius^ bishop of Samosata} 

I . What was my state of mind, think you, 
when I received your piety's letter? When 
I thought of the feelings which its language 
expressed, I was eager to fly straight to 
Syria; but when I thought of the bodily 
illness, under which I lay bound, I saw my- 
self unequal, not only to flying, but even to 
turning on my bed. This day, on which 
our beloved and excellent brother and dea- 
con, Elpidius, has arrived, is the fiftieth of 
my illness. lam much reduced by the fever. 
For lack of what it might feed on, it lingers 
in this dry flesh as in an expiring wick, and 
so has brought on a wasting and tedious 
illness. Next my old plague, the liver, com- 
ing upon it, has kept me from taking nour- 
ishment, prevented sleep, and held me on 
the confines of life and death, granting just 
life enough to feel its inflictions. In conse- 
quence I have had recourse to the hot 
springs, and have availed myself of help 
from medical men. 

But for all these the mischief has proved 
too strong. Perhaps another man might 
endure it, but, coming as it did unexpect- 
edly, no one is so stout as to bear it. Long 
troubled by it as I have been, I have never 
been so distressed as now at being prevented 
by it from meeting you and enjoying your 
true friendship. I know of how much 

1 Possibly the person to whom the disturbance at Palladia's 
house was due. * Placed in 373. 

•"iThe translation of Sec. i, down to *' medical men," is 
partly Newman's. ^ 



Fleasure I am deprived, although last year 
did touch with the tip of my finger the 
sweet honey of your Church. 

2. For many urgent reasons I felt bound 
to meet your reverence, both to discuss many 
things with you and to learn many things 
from you. Here it is not possible even to 
find genuine affection. And, could one even 
find a true friend, none can give counsel to 
me in the present emergency with anything 
like the wisdom and experience which you 
have acquired in your many labours on the 
Church's behalf. The rest I must not write. 
I may, however, safely say what follows. 
The presbyter Evagrius,* son of Pompeianus 
of Antioch, who set out some time ago to 
the West with the blessed Eusebius, has now 
returned from Rome. He demands firom me 
a letter couched in the precise terms dictated 
by the Westerns. My own he has brought 
back again to me, and reports that it did not 
give satisfaction to the more precise authori- 
ties there. He also asks that a commission 
of men of repute may be promptly sent, 
that they may have a reasonable pretext for 
visiting me. My sympathisers in Sebasteia 
have stripped the covering from the secret 
sore of the unorthodoxy of Eustathius, and 
demand my ecclesiastical care.' 

Iconium is a city of Pisidia, anciently the 
first after the greatest,' and now it is capi- 
tal of a part, consisting of an union of 
different portions, and allowed the gov- 
ernment of a distinct province. Iconium 
too calls me to visit her and to give her a 
bishop ; for Faustinus * is dead. Whether I 
ought to shrink from consecrations over the 
border ; what answer I ought to give to the 
Sebastenes ; what attitude I should show to 
the propositions of Evagrius ; all these are 
questions to which I was anxious to g^t 
answers in a personal interview with you, 
for here in my present weakness I am cut 
oflf from everything. If, then, you can find 
any one soon coming this way, be so good as 
to give me your answer on them all. If not, 
pray that what is pleasing to the Lord may 
come into my mind. In your synod also 
bid mention to be made of me, and pray for 
me yourself, and join your people with you 



1 On Evaerius, known genernlly as Evagrius of Antioch, 
to distinguish him from Evagrius tne historian, see especiallT 
Theodorct, Eee. Hist,\, 33. He had travelled to Italy with 
Ensebius nf Vercellse. His communication to Basil from the 
Western bishops must have been disappointing and nnsatis. 
factory. On his correspondence with Basil, after his return to 
Antioch, see Letter clvi. His consecration By the dying 
Paulinus in 3S8 inevitably prolonged the disastrous Meletian 
schism at Antioch. 

* i.e. that Basil, as primate, should either consecrate them 
an orthodox bishop, or, if this was impossible under Valens, 
•should take tliem under his own immediate episcopal protec- 
tion. 

s i.e, Antioch. 

« He was succeeded by John I. ef. Letter cbd. and note. 
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affliction. For no one can be so hard of 
heart, so wholly destitute of sympathy and 
kindness, as to hear the sigh that strikes my 
ear from every quarter, as though from some 
sad choir chanting a symphony of lamenta- 
tion, without being grieved at heart, being 
bent to the ground, and wasting away with 
these irremediable troubles. But the holy 
God is able to provide a remedy for the ir- 
remediable, and to grant you a respite from 
your long toils. I should like you to feel 
this comfort and, rejoicing in the hope of 
consolation, to submit to the present pain of 
your afflictions. Are we paying the penalty 
of our sins? Then our plagues are such as 
to save us for the future from the wrath of 
God. Are we called upon through these 
temptations to fight for the truth ? Then the 
righteous Giver of the prizes will not suffer 
us to be tried above that which we are able 
to bear, but, in return for our previous 
struggles, will give us the crown of patience 
and of hope in Him. Let us, therefore, not 
flinch from fighting a good fight on behalf of 
the truth, nor, in despair, fling away the 
labours we have already achieved. For the 
strength of the soul is not shewn by one brave 
deed, nor yet by eflbrt only for a short time ; 
but He Who tests our hearts wishes us to 
win crowns of righteousness after long and 
protracted trial. Only let our spirit be kept 
unbroken, the firmness of our faith in Christ 
be maintained unshaken, and ere long our 
Champion will appear; He will come and 
will not tarry. Expect tribulation after tribu- 
lation, hope upon hope; yet a little while; 
yet a little while. Thus the Holy Ghost 
knows how to comfort His nurslings by a 
promise of the future. After tribulations 
comes hope, and what we are hoping for is 
not far off*, for let a man name the whole of 
human life, it is but a tiny interval compared 
with the endless age which is laid up in our 
hopes. 

2. Now I accept no newer creed written 
for me by other men, nor do I venture to 
propound the outcome of my own intelli- 
gence, lest I make the words of true religion 
merely human words ; but what I have been 
taught by the holy Fathers, that I announce 
to all who question me. In my Church the 
creed written by the holy Fathers in synod 
at Nicsea is in use. I believe that it is also 
repeated among you ; but I do not refuse to 
write its exact terms in my letter, lest I be 
accused of taking too little trouble. It is as 
follows : * This is our faith. But no defini- 

» Here follows in the text the Nicene Creed with the ana. 
themas. The Ben. note points nitt that the Nicene Creed was 
brought to Cx3area by St. Leontius, and was vigorously 
defended by his successor Hennogenes. ef. Letter Ixxxt. | 



tion was given about the Holy Ghost, the 
Pneumatomachi not having at that date 
appeared. No mention was therefore made 
of the need of anathematizing those who 
say that the Holy Ghost is of a created and 
ministerial nature. For nothing in the 
divine and blessed Trinity is created. 

LETTER CXLL' 

To EusebiuSf bishop of Samosata? 

1. I HAVE now received two letters from 
your divine and most excellent wisdom, 
whereof the one told me clearly how I had 
been expected by the laity under the jurisdic- 
tion of your holiness, and what disappoint- 
ment I had caused by failing to attend the 
sacred svnod. The other, which from the 
writing I conjecture to be of the earlier date, 
though it was delivered later, gave me 
advice, at once honourable to j'-ourself and 
necessary to me, not to neglect the interests 
of God's Churches, nor little by little to allow 
the guidance of affairs to pass to our oppo- 
nents, whereby tlieir interests must w^in, 
and ours lose, I think that I answered 
both. But, as I am uncertain whether my 
replies were preserved by those who were 
entrusted with the duty of conveying them, 
I will make my defence over again. As to 
my absence, I can put in an unimpeachable 
plea, as to which I think intelligence must 
have reached your holiness, that I have been 
detained by illness which has brought me to 
the very gates of death. Even now as I 
write about it, the remains of sickness are 
still upon me. And thev are such as to an- 
other man might be unemlurable. 

2. As to the fact of its not being owing 
to my neglect that the interests of the 
Churches have been betrayed to our oppo- 
nents, I wish your reverence to know that 
the bishops in communion with me, from 
lack of earnestness, or because they suspect 
me and are not open with me, or because 
the devil is always at hand to oppose good 
works, are unwilling to cooperate with me. 
Formerly, indeed, the majority of us were 
united with one another, including the excel- 
lent Bosporius.* In reality they give me no 
aid in wh^t is most essential. The conse- 
quence of all this is, that to a great extent 
my recovery is hindered by my distress, and 

Dianius, who next followed in the sec, signed several Arian 
formulae. The Nicene Creed.*however, had been maintained at 
Caesarea, and in Letter li. Dianius is described as supiwrting 
it. 

^ Placed in 373. 

s On his beini^ hindered from travellin); \yy ill health, and 
on his difficulties with the bishops in commuaion with him. 

» cf. Letter U. 
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the sorrow I feel brings back my worst 
symptoms. What, however, can I do alone 
and unaided, when the canons, as you your- 
self know, do not allow points of this kind 
to be settled by one man ? ' And yet what 
remedy have I not tried? Of what decision 
have I failed to remind them, some by letter 
and some in person? They even came to 
the city, when they heard a report of my 
death ; when, by God's will, they found mc 
y^^t alive I made them such a speech as was 
I> roper to the occasion. In my presence 
thiey respect me, and promise all that is fit, 
t>''it no sooner have they got back again than 
^hey return to their own opinion. In all this 
■^ am a sufferer, like the rest, for the Lord 
clearly abandoned us, whose love has 
Avn cold because iniquity abounds. For 
^^I this may your great and powerful inter- 
cession with God be sufficient for me. 
■^^^I'haps we shall either become of some use, 
\ even if we fail in our object, we may 
condemnation. 



LETTER CXLIL' 

71? the prefects' accountant ? 

I ASSEMBLED all my brethren the chore- 
piscopi at the synod of the blessed martyr 
I^upsychius * to introduce them to your excel- 
lency. Oil account of your absence they 
must be brought before you b}' letter. Know, 
therefore, this brother as being worthy to 
be trusted by your intelligence, because 
he fears the Lord. As to the matters on 
behalf of the poor, which he refers to your 
good-will, deign to believe him as one 
worthy of credit, and to give the afflicted all 
the aid in your power. I am sure you will 
consent to look favourably upon the hospital 
of the poor which is in his district, and 
exempt it altogether from taxation. It has 
already seemed good to your colleague to 
make the little property of the poor not liable 
to be rated. 



' The Ben. note is : " Canones illns qui apogiolis a^cti 
fufrf, nonmmnquam citat Basiliux in Kpistq/in canonicis, 
Yidetnr hocloco respicere ad vigtsimum (? xxxvii.) septimum,, 
abi pntscribilMr^ ut in nHoguague provincia efiscopi nihil 
majorit rei mcipiant fine sententia %Hius% qui tnter eos pri- 
mus, ae nnus quisque iis contentus fit, qua ad parctciam suam 
pertinent: sed nee Hie nhftfue omnium voluntate quidquam 
faeiat, JSrat Basilius kujus canoni* ohiterz>andi studioxus, 
et quamvis nominis fama et sedis dignitate plurimum pofset^ 
nnnquam ah eo communionis restilutionem impetrare potue. 
runt Marcelli dincipuli^ antequam Petri Alexandrini auc- 
toritates etecestisset : et cum ab Episcojpix in Paleutina 
Exitnlanlibus non ex spectato aliorum Episroporum consensu 
restituti fuissent^ factum moleste tulit et libere reprehend it,** 
Epist, cclxv. 

* Placed in 373. 

• On the exemption nf hospitals from taxation. 
^ef, Leit€rt c and cdii., and note on p. 184. 



LETTER CXLIIL' 

To another accountant} 

Had it been possible for me to meet your 
excellency I would have in person brought 
before you the points about which I am anx- 
ious, and would have pleaded the cause of 
the afflicted, but I am prevented by illness 
and by press of business. I have therefore 
sent to you in my stead this cliorepiscopus, 
my brother, begging you to give him your 
aid and use him and to take him into counsel, 
for his truthfulness and sagacity qualify him 
to advise in such matters. If you are so 
good as to inspect the hospital for the poor, 
which is managed by him, (I am sure you 
will not pass it without a visit, experienced 
as you are in the work ; for I have been told 
that you support one of the hospitals at 
Amasea out of the substance wherewith the 
Lord has blessed you), I am confident that, 
afler tieeing it, you will give him all he asks. 
Your colleague has already promised me 
some help towards the hospitals. I tell you 
this, not that you may imitate him, for you 
are likely to be a leader of others in good 
works, but that you may know that others 
have shown regard for me in this matter. 

LETTER CXL1V.» 

To tJu prefects' officer } 

You know the bearer from meeting him 
in the town. Nevertheless I write to com- 
mend him to you, that he may be useful to 
you in many matters in which you are inter- 
ested, from his being able to give pious and 
sensible advice. Now is the time to carry 
out what you have said to mc in private ; I 
mean when this my brother has told you the 
state of the poor. 

LETTER CXLV.* 

To EusebiuSf bishop of Samosata,* 

I KNOW the countless labours which you 
have undergone for the Churches of God ; I 
know your press of occupation, while you 
discharge your responsibilities, not as though 
they were of mere secondary importance, but 
in accordance with God's will. I know the 
man ' who is, as it were, laying close siege 
to you and by whom you are forced, like 

> Of the same date as the precedins:. 

s On the same subject. * On the same subject. 

» Placed in 373. » Placed in 373. 

• On a possible visit of Eusebius to Caesarea. 

* ia, Valens. 
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birds crouching in cover under an eagle, not 
to go far from your shelter. I know all this. 
But longing is strong, both in hoping for the 
impracticable and attempting the impossible. 
Rather I should say, hope in God is the 
strongest of all things." For it is not from 
unreasonabl** dssire, but from strength of 
faith, that I expect a way out, even from the 
greatest difficulties, and that you will find a 
way to get overall hindrances, and to come 
to see the Church that loves you best of all, 
and to be seen by her. What she values 
most of all good things is to behold your face 
and to hear your voice. Beware then of 
making her hopes vain. When last year, on 
my return from Syria, I reported the promise 
which you had given me, you cannot think 
how elated with her hopes I made htr. Do 
not, my friend, postpone your coming to 
another time. Even if it may be possible 
for you to see her one day, you may not see 
her and me too, for sickness is hurrying me 
on to quit this painful life. 

LETTER CXLVI.' 

To Aniiochus} 

I CANNOT accuse you of carelessness and 
inattention, because, when an oppctrtunity of 
writing occurred, you said nothing. For I 
count the greeting which you have sent me 
in your own honoured hand worth many 
letters. In return I salute you, and beg 
you earnestly to give heed to the salvation of 
your soul, disciplining all the lusts of the 
flesh by reason, and ever keeping the 
thought of God built up in your soul, as in a 
very holy temple. In every deed and every 
word hold before your eyes the judgment of 
Christ, so that every individual action, being 
referred to that exact and awful examination, 
may bring you glory in the day of retribu- 
tion, when you win praise from all creation. 
If that great man * should be able to pay me 
a visit, it would be a pleasure to me to see 
you here with him. 

LETTER CXLVII.* 

To Aburgius? 
Up to this time I used to think Homer a 

1 " Vita vere mortaiis gpes e$t vUm immortaiis,** St. Au- 
^stine in Ps. iii. *' Spes in aterniiatem animum eri/^it^ et 
idcireo nulla mala senlit** St. Greg., Moral, cf, Ovid. i. 
Pont. 7 : 

^uamvix tst igitur meritis indebita nostris, 

Magna tamen spes est in bonitatt Dei. 

• Placed in 17J. 

> Nephew of Eusebius, who bad written a salutation in his 
nncle's letter, cf. Letter z\xs\\\, 

« i>. his uncle Eusebius. » Placed in 373. 

* To commend Maxim us, late prefect of C^padocia and 
In great distress. 



fable, when I read the second part of his 
poem, in which he narrates the adventures of 
Ulvsses. But the calamihr which has be- 
fallen the most excellent Maximus has led 
me to look on what I used to think fabu- 
lous and incredible, as exceedingly probable. 
Maximus was governor of no insigniflcant 
people, just as Ulysses was chief of the 
Cephallenians. Ulysses had had great 
wealth, and returned stripped of everything. 
To such straits has calamity reduced Max- 
imus, that he may have to present himself 
at home in borrowed rags. And perhaps he 
has suffered all this because he has irritated 
some Lsestrygones against him, and has 
fallen in with some Scylla, hiding a dog*s 
fierceness and fury under a woman's form. 
Since then he has barely been able to swim 
out of this inextricable whirlpool. He sup- 
plicates you by my means for humanity's 
sake to grieve for his undeserved misfortunes 
and not be silent about his needs, but make 
them known to the authorities. He hopes 
thus that he may find some aid against the 
slanders which have been got up against 
him : and if not, that at all events the inten- 
tion of the enemy who has shewn such an 
intoxication of hostility against him may 
be made public. When a man has been 
wronged it is a considerable comfort to him 
if the wickedness of his enemies can be made 
plain. 

LETTER CXLVIII.i 

To Trajan} 

Even the ability to bewail their own 
calamities brings much comfort to the dis- 
tressed ; and this is specially the case when 
they meet with others capable, from their 
lofty character, of sympathizing with their 
sorrows. So my right honourable brother 
Maximus^ after being prefect of my country, 
and then suflTering what no other man ever 
yet sufl^ered, stripped of all his belongings 
both inherited from his forefathers and 
collected by his own labours, afiHicted in 
body in many and various ways, by his 
wanderings up and down the world, and 
not having been able to keep even his civil 
status free from attack, to preser\'e which 
freemen are wont to leave no labour un- 
done, has made many complaints to me 
about all that has happened to him, and has 
begged me to give you a short description 
of the Iliad of woes m which he is involved. 

» Placed in 37^. 

•A Trajan was commander.in>chief under Valens. ef. 
Thcod. Iv. 30 and Amm. Marcellinus xxxi. He was killed at 
the battle of Adrianople in 37S. This may have been the same 
officer. 
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And I, being quite unable to relieve him in 

any other way in his troubles, have readily 

done him the favour shortly to relate 

to your excellency a part of what I have 

heard from him. He, indeed, seemed to 

me to blush at the idea of making a plain 

tale of his own calamity. If what has 

happened shews that the inflicter of the 

wrong is a villain, at all events it proves the 

sufferer to be deserving of great pity; since 

the very fact of having fallen into troubles, 

inflicted by Divine Providence, seems in a 

manner to shew that a man has been devoted 

to suffering. But it would be a suOicient 

comfort to him if you will only look at him 

kindly, and extend also to him that abundant 

^vour which all the recipients of it cannot 

exhaust, — I mean your clemency. We are 

all of us convinced that before the tribunal 

your protection will be an immense step 

towards victory. He who has asked for niv 

'etter as likely to be of service is of all 

■^en most upright. May it be granted rfte 

to see him, with the rest, proclaiming aloud 

the praises of your lordship with all his 

power. 

LETTER CXLIX.* 

To Trajan? 

You yourself have seen with your own 
^yes the distressing condition of Maximus, 
^^nce a man of hi<^h reputation, but now 
^>iost of all to be pitied, formerly prefect of 
^"ny country. Would that he had never been 
^o! Many, I think, would be likely to shun 
y^rovincial governorships, if their dignities 
^re likely to issue in such an Q\\i\, To a man, 
then, from the quickness of his intelligence, 
5ible from a few circumstances to conjecture 
the rest, I need hardly narrate in detail all 
that I have spen and all that I have heard. 
Perhaps, however, I shall not seem to be 
telling a superfluous story if I mention that, 
though many and terrible things were auda- 
ciously done against him before your coming, 
what went on afterwards was such as to 
cause the former proceedings to be reckoned 
as kindness ; to such an excess of outrage 
and injury and actually of personal cruelty 
did the proceedinjjs go which were after- 
wards taken against him by the person in 
authonty. Now he is here with an escort 
to fill up the measure of his evil deeds unless 



> Placed in 37.^. 

I The Ben. note points out that thous^h in all the MSS. the 
inscription is t<^ avrif, to the same, that is to Trajan, the inter, 
nal evidence points to its havini; been written to some one 
else. Trajan had had no personal knowledge of the troubles 
of Maximus. 



you are willing to stretch out your strong 
hand to protect the sufferer. In urging 
your goodness to an act of kindness I feel 
that I am undertaking an unnecessary task. 
Yet since I desire to he serviceable to Max- 
imus I do beg j'our lordship to add some- 
thing for my sake to your natural zeal for 
what is right, to the end that he may clearly 
perceive that my intervention on his behalf 
has been of service to him. 



LETTER CL.» 

To Atnphilochius in the name of HeracHdas? 

I. I REMEMBER our old Conversations 
with one another, and am forgetful neither 
of what I said, nor of what you said. And 
now public life has no hold upon me. For 
although I am the same in heart and have not 
yet put off the old man, nevertheless, out- 
wardly and by withdrawing myself far from 
worldly life, I seem already to have begun 
to tread the way of Christian conversation. 
I sit apart, like men who are on the point 
of embarking on the deep, looking out at 
what is before me. Mariners, indeed, need 
winds to make their voyage prosperous; I 
on the other hand want a guide to take me 
by the hand and conduct me safely through 
life's bitter waves. I feci that I need first a 
curb for my young manhood, and then 
jjricks to drive me to the course of piety. 
Both these seem to be provided by reason, 
which at one time disciplines my unruliness 
of soul, and at another time my sluggishness. 
Again I want other remedies that I may 
wash off the impurit}' of habit. You know 
how, long accustomed as I was to the 
Forum, I am lavish of words, and do not 
guard myself against the thoughts put into 
my mind by the evil one. I am the servant 
too of honour, and cannot easily give up 
thinking great things of myself. Against 
all this I feel that I need a great instructor. 
Then, further, I conclude that it is of no 
small importance, nor of benefit only for a 
little while, that the soul's eye should be so 
purged that, after being freed from all the 
darkness of ignorance, as though from some 
blinding humour, one can gaze intently 



1 Placed in 373. 

s Ainphilocnius, not yet consecrated to Iconium, had ahan^ 
doncd his profession as an advocate, and was livings in retire- 
inent at 0/.i/.ala, a place not far from Naziansus.the see nf his 
uncle Gregory, devoted to the care of his ut^ed father, whose 
name he bore. Heraclidas, it appears, had also renounced the 
bar, and devoted himself to reliirinus life; but did not join Am* 
philnchius on the G^round that he was livings in Basil's hospital 
at Caesarea. cf. the letters of Gregory, first cousin of Amphi- 
lochius. On the relationship, see Bp. Lightfoot in J},C,a, L 
p. 104, and pedigree in prolegomena. 
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on the beauty of the glory of God. All 
this I know very well that your wisdom is 
aware of; I know that you would wish that 
I might have some one to give me such help, 
and if ever God grant me to meet you I am 
sure that I shall learn more about what I 
ought to heed. For now, in my great igno- 
rance, I can hardly even form a judgment as 
to what I lack. Yet I do not repent of my 
first impulse ; my soul does not hang back 
from the purpose of a godly life as you have 
feared for me, nobly and becomingly doing 
everything in your power, lest, like the 
woman of whom I have heard the storv, I 
should turn back and become a pillar of 
salt.' I am still, however, under the restraint 
of external authority ; for the magistrates are 
seeking me like a deserter. But I am chiefly 
influenced by my own heart, which testifies 
to itself of all that I have told you. 

2. Since you have mentioned our bond, 
and have announced that you mean to prose- 
cute, you have made me laugh in this my 
dejection, because you are still an advocate 
and do not give up your shrewdness. 1 
hold, unless, indeed, like an ignorant man, 
I am quite missing the truth, that there is 
only one way to the Lord, and that all who 
are journeying to Him are travelling to- 
gether and walking in accordance with one 
" bond " of life. If this be so, wherever I 
go how pan I be separated from you ? How 
can I cease to live with you, and with you 
serve God, to Whom we have both fled for 
refuge? Our bodies may be separated by 
distance, but God*s eye still doubtless looks 
upon us both ; if indeed a life like mine is 
fit to be beheld by the divine eyes ; for I 
have read somewhere in the Psalms that the 
eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous.* 
I do indeed pray that with you and with 
all that are like minded with you, I may be 
associated, even in body, and that night and 
day with you and with any other true wor- 
shipper of God I may bow my knees to our 
Father which is in heaven ; for I know that 
communion in prayer brings great gain. 
If, as often as it is my lot to lie and groan 
in a diflferent corner, I am alwavs to be 
accused of lying, I cannot contend against 
your argument, and already condemn myself 
as a liar, if with my own carelessness I have 
said anything which brings me under such 
a charge. 

3. I was lately at Caesarea, in order to 
learn what was going on there. I was un- 
willing to remain in the city itself, and betook 
myself to the neighbouring hospital, that 1 



1 cf. Gen. xix. a6. 



> Ps. xxxiv. 15. 



might get there what informatioa I wanted. 
According to his custom the very godly 
bishop visited it, and I consulted him as to the 
points which you had urged upon me. It is 
not possible for me to remember all that he 
said in reply ; it went far beyond the limits 
of a letter. In sum, however, what he said 
about poverty was this, that the rule ought 
to be that every one should limit his posses- 
sions to one garment. For one proof of 
this he quoted the words of John the Baptist 
*^ he that hath two coats let him. impart to 
him that hath none ;" ' and for another our 
Lord's prohibition to His disciples to have 
two coals." He further added ** If thou wilt 
be perfect go and sell that thou hast and 
give to the poor.'" He said too that the 
parable of the pearl bore on this point, be- 
cause the merchant, who had found the 
pearl of great price, went away and sold all 
that he had and bought it ; and he added too 
that no one ought even to permit himself the 
distribution of his own property, but should 
leave it in the hands of the person entrusted 
with the duty of managing the aflairs of the 
poor ; and he proved the point from the acts 
of the apostles,* because they sold their 
property and brought and laid it at the feet of 
the apostles, and by them it was distributed 
to each as every man had need.* For he 
said that experience was needed in order to 
distinguish between cases of genuine need 
and of mere greedy begging. For whoever 
gives to the afllicted gives to the Lord, and 
from the Lord shall have his reward ; but he 
who gives to every vagabond casts to a dog, 
a nuisance indeed from his importunity, but 
deserving no pity on the ground of want. 

4. He was moreover the first to speak 
shortly, as befits the importance of the subject, 
about some of the daily duties of life. As to 
this I should wish you to hear from himself, 
for it would not be right for me to weaken 
the force of his lessons. I would pray that 
we might visit him together, that so you might 
both accurately preserve in your memory 
what he said, and supply any omissions by 
your own intelligence. One thing that I 
do remember, out of the many which I 
heard, is this ; that instruction how to lead 
the Christian life depends less on words, 
than on daily example. J know that, if you 
had not been detained by the duty of succour- 
ing your aged father, there is nothing that 

1 Luke iii. ii. • Matt. xix. ai. 

« Matt. X. 10. m * Acts iv, 35. 

s II will be observed that St. Basil's quotation here does not 
quite bear out his point. There is no ** by them " in Acts iv. 
^5. " Distribution wms made unto every man accordint; as he 
had need." In Acts ii. 45 the primitive communists are said 
themselves to have " pnrted to all men as every man had need," 
the responsibility of distribution being apparently retjined. 
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you would have more greatly esteemed than LETTER CLII.* 

a meeting with the bishop, and that you /r^ r^ ., ^1. r» j % 

would not have advised me to leave him in ^^ ^'^^^''' ^^' Commander. 

order to wander in deserts. Caves and rocks jp i ^^^^ ^o fail to write to any one else I 
are always ready for us, but the help we get ^ight possibly with justice incur the charge 
from our fellow man is not always at hand, of carelessness or forgetfulness. But it is not 
If, then, you will put up with my givmg you possible to forget you, when your name is in 
advice, you will impress on your father the all men's mouths. But I cannot be careless 
desirability of his allowing you to leave him about one who is perhaps more distin- 
for a little while in order to meet a man who, guished than any one else in the empire. The 
alike from his experience of others and from cause of my silence is evident. I am afraid 
his own wisdom, knows much, and is able of troubling so great a man. If, however, 
to impart it to all who approach him. to all your other virtues you add that of not 

only receiving what I send, but of actually 

asking after what" is missing, lo ! here I 

LETTER CLI. am writing to you with joyous heart, and 

I shall go on writing for the future, with 

To Eustaihius the Physician. prayers to God that you may be requited for 

• , the honour you pay me. For the Church, you 

IP my letters are of any good, lose no time have anticipated my supplications, by doing 

>n writing to me and in rousing me to write, everything which I should have asked. And 

^e.are unquestionably made more cheerful you act to please not man but God, Who has 

wtien we read the letters of wise men who honoured you; Who has given you some 

'^Ve the Lord. It is for you to say, who read good things in this life, and will give you 

.^> whedieryou find anything worth attention others in the life to come, because you have 

^^ what I write. Were it not for the multi- talked with truth in His way, and, from the 

'^deofmy engagements, I should not debar beginning to the end, have kept your heart 

^^^selffom the pleasure of writing frequently, fixed in the right faith. 

^^*ay do you, whose cares are fewer, soothe 

'^^ by your letters. Wells, it is said, are the LETTER CLIIL* 

^tter for being used. The exhortations 

hich you derive from your profession are To Victor the Ex- Consul. 

^t^parently beside the point, for it is not I * /v . * .- n . 1 

^^^ho am applying the knife; it is men whose , -^^^?^^" ^"^ '^ ^^"^ ^j? my lot to read your 

^«y is done, who are falling upon them- ^^rdship s letters, so often do 1 thank God 

^^Ives.' The phrase of tht Stoics runs, that you continue to remember me, and that 

^^ since things do not happen as we like, we l?^^''^ not moved by any calumny to lessen 

like what happens ;" but I cannot make my ^^? ^^^^ ^^"^^ once you consented to en ter- 

niind fall in with what is happening. That ^»" ^^"^ J".^' f ^*^^^ ^'^"^ your wise judgment 

%ome men should do what they do not like f^^^"'' ^^^.^^^ intercourse. I pray then the 

because they cannot help it, I have no objec- ^^^^3^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^?\'^1 ''''" u" '" *u'^ ^'"^^ 

tion. Ybii doctors do not cauterise a sick ^^^^^^^^ n?^, and that I may be worthy of the 

man, or make him suffer pain in some other ^^"^"^ ^^'^^ ^^^ ^'^^ ""^^ 

Way, because you like it ; but you often adopt 

this treatment in obedience to the necessity of LETTER CLIV. 

the case. Mariners do not willingly throw j^ AschoUus, bishop of Thessalonica} 
their cargo overboard ; but in order to escape ^ "^ 
shipwreck they put up with the loss, prefer- You have done well, and in accordance 
ring a life of peniiiy to death. Be sure that with the law of spiritual love, in writing to 
I look with sorrow and with many groans me first, and by your good example challeng- 
upon the separation of those who are holding ing me to like energy. The friendship of the 
themselves aloof. But yet I endure it. To world, indeed, stands in need of actual sight 
lovers of the truth nothing can be put before and intercourse, that thence intimacy may 
God and hope in Him.* begin. All, however, who know how to 
love in the spirit do not need the flesh to 

» Placed in 373. — — 

« cf. Letter clxxxlx. On those who had renounced com- > Placed in W3. 
tnnnlon with Eusuthius the bishop. « cf. Greg. Naz., Letters cxxxiii. and cxxxiv. and Thco- 

» i e. Eustaihius, the bishop, is rushing^ upon the knife. dorct, Ecc, Tftsi. iv. 30 and Amm. Marc. xxxi. t. 
* The view of the Ben. Ed. is that the bales thrown over- » Placed in 37V • Placed in 37^. 






board represent the loss of unity incurred by the St-bastenes « c/. Letters clxiv. and clxv. Ascholius baptized Theodo* 
bv leaving the communion of Eusuthius for his own. r/. sins at Thessalonica in 3S0, and was present at the Council of 
IMter ccxxxvii. Constantinople in 3S1 . goc, Ecc. HM . y. 6 and 8. 



promote affection, but are led to spiritual 
communion in the fellowship of the faith. 
Thanks, then, to the Lord Who h;is comforted 
my heart by showing me that love has > 
grown cold in all, but that there are yet 
the world men who show tlie evidence of the 
discipleship of Christ. The state of affairs 
ivith you seems to be something like that of 
the stars by night, shining some in one part 
of the sky and some in another, whereof thi 
brightness is charming, and the more charni' 
ing because it is unexpected. Such are you,. 
luminaries of the Churches, a few nt most 
and easily counted in this gloomy state of 
things, shining as in a moonless night, and, 
besides being weicome for yourvirtuc, being 
all the more longed for because of its being 
so seldom that you .ire fuund. Your letter 
has made your disposition quite plain to 
Although smalUas far as regards the nun 
of its syllables, in the correctness of its sc 
ments it was quite enough to give me proof 
of your mind and purpose. Your zeal for 
the cause of the blessed Athanasius is plain 
proof of your being sound as to the most im- 
portant matters. In return for my joy at 
your letter I am exceedingly grateful to my 
honourable son Euphemius, to whom I pray 
that all help may be given by the Holy One, 
and I beg you to join in my prayers that we 
may soon receive him back with his veiy 
honourable wife, ray daughter in the Lord. 
J\s to yourself, I beg that j'on will not stay 
our joy at its beginning, but that you will 
write on every possible opporlunity, and in- 
crease your gooil feeling towards me by con- 
stant communication. Give me news, I beg 
you, about your Churches and how they are 
sitnated as regards union. Prav For us here 
that our Lord may rebuke the winds and the 
sea, and that with us there may be a great 

LETTER CLV.' 
Without address^ In the case of a trainer. 

I AM at a loss how to defend myself against 

all the complaints contained in the first and 
only letter which your lordship has been so 
good as to send me. It is not that there is 
any lack of right on my side, but because 
among so many charges it is hard to select 
the most vital, and fix on the point at which I 
ought to begin to apply a remedy. Perhaps, 
if I follow the order of your letter, 1 shall 
come upon each in turn. Up to to-day I 
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knew nothing about those who are setting 
out for Scythia ; nor had any one told me 
even of those who came from your house, 
so that I might greet you by them, although 
I am anxious to seize every opportunity of 
greeting your lordship. To forget you in 
my prayers is impossible, imless first I for- 
get the work to which God has called me, 
lor assuredly, faithful as by God's grace 
you are, you remember all the prayers' of 
the Church ; how we pray also for o-ji 
brethren when on a journey and offer prayer 
in the holy church for those who aic in 
the army, and for those who speak for the 
sake of the Lord's name, and for those who 
show the fruits of the Spirit. In most, or all 
of ihese, I reckon your lordship to be included. 
How could I ever forget you, as far as I 
am individually concerned, when I have so 
many reasons to stir me to recollection, such 
a sister, such nephews, such kinsfolk, so 
good, so fond of me, house, household, and 
friends? By all these, even against my will, 
I am perforce reminded of your good dis- 
position. As to this, however, our brother 
has brought mc no unpleasant news, nor has 
any decision been come to by me which 
could do him any injury. Free, then, the 
chorepiscopus and myself from all blame, 
and grieve rather over those who have made 
false reports. If onr learned friend wishes 
to bring an action .igainst me, he has law 
courts and laws. In this I beg you not to 
blame me. In all the good deeds that you 
do, yon are laying up treasure for your- 
self; you are preparing for yourself in 
the day of retribution the same refreshment 
which you are providing for those who are 
persecuted for the sake of the name of 
the Loid. If you send the relics of the 
martyrs home you will do well ; as you 
write that the persecution there is, even now, 
causing martyrs to the Lord.* 

LETTER CLVI.' 

To the Presbyter Evagrius.* 

1. So far from being impatient at the 
length of your leiter, I assure you I thought 
it even short, from the pleasure it gave me 
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when reading it. For is there anything^ 
more pleasing than the idea of peace? Is 
anything more suitable to the sacred office, 
or more acceptable to the Lord, than to take 
measures for effectiog it? May you have 
the reward of the peace-maker, since so 
blessed an office has been the object of your 
good desires and earnest efforts. At the 
same time, believe me, my revered friend, I 
will yield to none in my earnest wish and 
prayer to see the day when those who are 
one in sentiment shall all fill the same 
assembly. Indeed it would be monstrous to 
feel pleasure in the schisms and divisions of 
the Churches, and not to consider that the 
greatest of goods consists in the knitting to- 
gether of the members of Christ's body. But, 
alas! my inability is as real as my desire. 
No one knows better than yourself, that 
time alone is the remedy of ills that time 
has matured. Besides, a strong and vigor- 
ous treatment is necessary to get at the root 
of the complaint. You will understand this 
hint, though there is no reason why I should 
not speak out. 

2. Self-importance, when rooted by habit 
in the mind, cannot be destroyed by one 
man, by one single letter, or in a short time. 
Unless there be some arbiter in whom all 
parties have confidence, suspicions and col- 
lisions will never altogether cease. If, in- 
deed, the influence of Divine grace were shed 
upon me, and I were given power in word 
and deed and spiritual giflts to prevail with 
these rival parties, then this daring experi- 
ment might be demanded of me ; though, 
perhaps, even then, you would not advise me 
to attempt this adjustment of things by myself, 
without the co-operation of the bishop,* on 
whom principally falls the care of the church. 
But he cannot come hither, nor can I easily 
undertake a long journey while the winter 
lasts, or rather I cannot anyhow, for the 
Armenian mountains will be soon impassa- 
ble, even to the young and vigorous, to say 
nothing of my continued bodily ailments. I 
have no objection to write to tell him of all 
this ; but I have no expectation that writing 
will lead to anything, for I know his cautious 
character, and after all written words have 
little power to convince the mind. There 
are so many things fo urge, and to hear, and 
to reply to, and to object, that a letter has no 
soul, and is in fact but waste paper. How- 
ever, as I have said, I will write. Only crive 
me credit, most religious and dear brother, 
for having no private feeling in the matter. 
Thank God. I have no such feeling towards 
anyone. I have not busied mvself in the in- 

1 Meletius of Antioch. 



vestigation of the supposed or real com- 
plaints which are brought against this or 
that man ; so my opinion has a claim on 
your attention as that of one who really can- 
not act from partiality or prejudice. I only 
desire, through the Lord's gootl will, that all 
things may be done with ecclesiastical pro- 
priety. 

3. I was vexed to find from my dear son 
Dorotheus, our associate in the ministry, 
that you had been unwilling to communicate 
with him. This was not the kind of con- 
versation which you had with me, as well 
as I recollect. As to my sending to the 
West it is quite out of the question. I have 
no one fit for the service. Indeed, when I 
look round, I seem to have no one on my 
side. I can but pray I may be found in the 
number of those seven thousand who have 
not bowed the knee to Baal. I know the 
present persecutors of us all seek my life ; 
yet that shall not diminish ought of the zeal 
which I owe to the Churches of God. 

LETTER CLVII.» 

To Aniiochus} 

You may well imagine how disappointed 
I was not to meet vou in the summer; not 
that our meeting in former years was enough 
to satisfy me, but even to see loved objects 
in a dream brings those who love some com- 
fort. But you do not even write, so slug- 
gish are you, and I think your absence can 
be referred to no other cause than that you 
are slow to undertake journeys for affection's 
sake. On this point I will say no more. 
Pray for me, and ask the Lord not to desert 
me, but as He has brought me out of by- 
gone temptations so also to deliver me from 
those that I await, for the glory of the name 
of Him in Whom I put my trust. 

LETTER CLVIIL* 

To Antiochus. 

My sins have prevented me from carrying 
out the wish to meet you, which I have long 
entertained. Let me ap>ologise by letter for 
my absence, and beseech you not to omit 
to remember me in your prayers, that, if 
I live, I may be permitted to enjoy your 

» Placed in 373. 

•r/". Letters cxlvl. and ccxxxix. Maran. (FiV. Baa.) is of 
opinion that as these two letters, clvii. and clviii., written at the 
same time, are very much in the same terms, they cannot he 
to the same person, and thinks th:it the sluf^gishness, which 
Basil complains of, fits in with Eusebius much better than 
with Antiochus, who could not travel without his ancle's per- 
mission. * Placed in 373. 
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•ocicty. If not, by the aid of yoiir prayers 
mny I quit this world with good hope. I 
commend to you our brother the camel- 
master. 

LETTER CLIXJ 

Ta Eupaierius and his daughter.* 

X. You may well imagine what pleasure 
the letter of your excellencies gave me, if 
only from its very contents. What, indeed, 
could give greater gratification to one who 
prays ever to be in communication with 
them who fear the Lord, and to share their 
blessings, than a letter of this kind, wherein 
questions are asked about the knowledge of 
God? For if, to me, ''to live is Christ,"' 
truly my words ought to be about Christ, my 
every thought and deed ought to depend 
upon His commandments, and my soul to be 
fashioned after His. I rejoice, therefore, at 
being asked about such things, and congratu- 
late the askers. By me, to* speak shortly, 
the faith of the Fathers assembled at Nicae^ 
is honoured before all later inventions. In it 
the Son is confessed to be con-substantial 
with the Father and to be naturally of the 
same nature with Him who begat Him, for 
He was confessed to be Light of Light, 
God of God, and Good of Good, and the like. 
Both by those holy men the same doctrine 
was declared, and bv me now who pray that I 
may walk in their footsteps. 

2. But since the question now raised by 
those who are always endeavouring to intro- 
iluce novelties, but passed over in silence by 
the men of old, because the doctrine was 
never gainsaid, has remained without full 
explanation (I mean that which concerns 
the Holy Ghost) I will add a statement on 
this subject in conformity with the sense of 
Scripture. As we were baptized, so we 
profess our belief. As we profess our belief, 
so also we offer praise. As then baptism 
has been given us by the Saviour, in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost, so, in accordance with our 
baptism, we make the confession of the 
creed, and our doxology in accordance with 
our creed. VVe glorify the Holy Ghost to- 
gether with the Father and the Son, from 
the conviction that He is not separated from 
the Divine Nature ; for that which is foreign 
by nature does not share in the same honors. 
All who call the Holy Ghost a creature we 
pity, on the ground that, by this utterance, 
they are falling into the unpardonable sin of 

* Placed nbout .^73. 
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blasphemy against Him. I need use nc 
argument to prove to those who are ever 
slightly trained in Scripture, that the crea 
ture is separated from the Godhead. Th< 
creature is a slave; but the Spirit sets free. 
The creature needs life; the Spirit is the 
Giver of life.* The creature requires teach- 
ing. It is the Spirit that teaches.* The 
creature is sanctified; it is the Spirit thai 
sanctifies.^ Whether you name angels, arch- 
angels, or all the heavenly powers, they re- 
ceive their sanctification through the Spirit, 
but the Spirit Himself has His holiness b} 
nature, not received by favour, but essen- 
tially His ; whence He has received the dis- 
tinctive name of Holy. What then is bji 
nature holy, as the Father is by nature 
holy, and the Son by nature holy, we do 
not ourselves allow to be separated and 
severed from the divine and blessed Trinity, 
nor accept those who rashly reckon it as 
part of creation. Let this short summary 
be sufficient for you, my pious friends. 
From little seeds, with the co-operation of 
the Holy Ghost, you will reap the fuller 
crop of piety. *' Give instruction to a wise 
man and he will be yet wiser." * I will put 
off fuller demonstration till we meet. When 
we do, it will be possible for me to answer 
objections, to give you fuller proofs from 
Scripture, and to confirm nil the sound rule 
of faith. For the present pardon my brevity. 
I should not have written at all had I not 
thought it a greater injury to you to refuse 
your request altogether than to grant it in 
part. 

LETTER CLX.« 

To Diodorus? 

I. I HAVE received the letter which has 
raeched me under the name of Diodorus, 
but in what it contains creditable to any one 
rather than to Diodorus. Some ingenious 
person seems to have assumed your name, 
with the intention of getting credit with his 
hearers. It appears that he was asked by 
some one if it was lawful to contract 
marriage with his deceased wife's sister; 
and, instead of shuddering at such a ques- 
tion, he heard it unmoved, and quite boldly 
and bravely supported the unseemly desire. 
Had I his letter by me I would have sent 
it you, and you would have been able to 
defend both yourself and the truth. But the 
person who showed it me took it away 
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agrain, and carried it about as a kind of 
trophy of triumph against me who had for- 
bidden it from the beginning, declaring that 
He had permission in writing. Now I have 
'^^rritten to you that I may attack that spuri- 
ous document with double strength, and 
l^^ve it no force whereby it may injure its 
x"«aders. 

2. First of all I have to urge, what is of 
importance in such matters, our own 

ustom, which has the force of law, because 
rules have been handed down to us by 
J^oly men. It is as follows : if any one, over- 
^rome by impurity, falls into unlawful in- 
"fcercourse with two sisters, this is not to be 
ooked upon as marriage, nor are they to 
admitted at all into the Church until they 
^ave separated from one another. Where- 
"ffore, although it were possible to say 
nothing further, the custom would be quite 
enough to safeguard what is right. But, 
since the writer of the letter has endeavoured 
"•o introduce this mischief into our practice 
Tyy a false argument, I am under the neces- 
sity of not omitting the aid of reasoning; 
2ildiough in matters which are perfectly 
3)lain every man's instinctive sentiment is 
stronger than argument. 

3. It is written, he says, in Leviticus, 
"Neither shalt thou take a wife to her 
sister, to vex her, to uncover her nakedness, 
beside the other in her life time.**^ From 
this it is plain, he argues, that it is lawful to 
take her when the wife is dead. To this my 
first answer shall be, that whatever the law 
says, it says to those who are under the law ; 
otherwise we shall be subject to circumcis- 
ion, the sabbath, abstinence from meats. 
For we certainly must not, when we find 
anything which falls in with our pleasures, 
subject ourselves to the yoke of slavery to 
the law; and then, if anything in the law 
seems hard, have recourse to the freedom 
which is in Christ. We have been asked if it 
is written that one may be taken to wife after 
her sister. Let us say what is safe and true, 
that it is not written. But , to deduce by 
sequence of argument what is passed over in 
silence is the part of a legislator, not of one 
who quotes the articles of the law. Indeed, 
on these terms, any one who likes will be at 
liberty to take the sister, even in the life- 
time of the wife. The same sophism fits in in 
this case also. It is written, he says, ** Thou 
shalt not take a wife to vex her : '* so that, 
apart from vexation, there is no prohibi- 
tion to take her. The man who wants to 
indulge his desire will maintain that the re- 

> Lev. xvUi. 18. 



lationship of sisters is such that they cannot 
vex one anojher. Take away the reason 
given for the prohibition to live with both, 
and what is there to prevent a man's taking 
both sisters? This is not written, we shall 
say. Neither is the former distinctly stated. 
The deduction from the argument allows 
liberty in both cases. But a solution of the 
difficulty might be found by going a little 
back to what is behind the enactment. It 
appears that the legislator does not include 
every kind of sin, but particularly prohibits 
those of the Egyptians, from among whom 
Israel had gone forth, and of the Canaanites 
among whom they were going. The words 
are as follows, "After the doings of the land 
of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do ; 
and after the doings of the land of Canaan ^ 
whither I bring you, shall ye not do: neither 
shall ye walk in their ordinances." ' It is 
probable that this kind of sin was not 
practised at that time among the Gentiles. 
Under these circumstances the lawgiver was, 
it may be supposed, under no necessity of 
guarding against it; the unwritten custom 
sufficed to condemn the crime. How then 
is it that while forbidding the greater he was 
silent about the less? Because the example 
of the patriarch seemed injurious to many 
who indulged their flesh so far as to live 
with sisters in their life time. What ouj^ht 
to be my course? To quote the Scriptures, 
or to work out what they leave unsaid ? In 
these laws it is not written that a father and 
son ought not to have the same concubine, 
but, in the prophet, it is thought deserving 
of the most extreme condemnation, *' A man 
and his father" it is said "will go in unto 
the same maid."" And how many other 
forms of unclean lust have been found out 
in the devils' school, while divine scripture 
is silent about them, not choosing to befoul 
its dignity with the names of filthy things 
and condemning their uncleanness in gen- 
eral terms! As the apostle Paul says, 
" Fornication and all uncleanness • . • 
let it not be once named among you as be- 
Cometh saints," * thus including the unspeak- 
able doings of both males and females under 
the name of uncleanness. It follows that 
silence certainly does not give license to 
voluptuaries. 

4. I, however, maintain that this point 
has not been left in silence, but that the law- 
giver has made a distinct prohibition. The 
words " None of you shall approach to any 
one that is near of kin to him, to uncover 
their nakedness," * embraces also this form 



1 Lev. xviii. 3, 
* Amos ii. 7. 



» Eph. V. X, 
* L«v. xvtU. 6. 
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of kinsmanship, for what could be more 
akin to a man than his own wife, or rather 
than his own flesh ? ** For they are no more 
twain but one flesh." ' So, through the wife, 
the sister is made akin to the husband. 
For as he shall not take his wife's mother, 
nor.yet his wife's daughter, because he may 
not take his own mother nor his own 
daughter, so he may not take his wife's 
sister, because he may not take his own 
sister. And, on the other hand, it will not 
he lawful for the wife to be joined with the 
husband's kin, for the rights of relationship 
hold good on both sides. But, for my part, 
to every one who is tliinking about marriage 
I testify that, " the fashion of this world 
passeth away,"* and the time is short: ** it 
remaineth that both they that have wives be 
as though they had none." * If he im- 
properly quotes the charge " Increase and 
multiply," * I laugh at him, for not discern- 
ing the signs of the times. Second marriage 
is a remedy against fornication, not a means 
of lasciviousness. " If they cannot contain," 
it is said "let them marry;"' but if they 
marry they must not break the law. 

5. But they whose souls are blinded by 
dishonourable lust do not regard even 
nature, which from old time distinguished 
the names of the family. For under what 
relationship will those who contract these 
unions name their sons? Will they call them 
brothers or cousins of one another? For, on 
account of the confusion, both names will 
apply. O man, do not make the aunt the 
little one's stepmother; do not arm with 
implacable jealousy her who ought to cherish 
them with a mother's love. It is only step- 
mothers who extend their hatred even be- 
yond death ; other enemies make a truce 
with the dead ; stepmothers begin their 
hatred after death.* The sum of what I say 
is this. If any one wants to contract a law- 
ful marriage, the whole world is open to him : 
if he is only impelled by lust, let him be the 
more restricted, "that he may know how 
to possess his vessel in sanctiflcation and 
honour, not in the lust of concupiscence.'" 
I should like to say more, but the limits of 
my letter leave me no further room. I pray 
that my exhortation may prove stronger than 
lust, or at least that this pollution may not 

» St. Matt. xix. 6. » 1 Cor. vii. 39. » i Cor. vli. 9. 

« I Cor. vii. jji . « Gen. i. aS. 

• On the ancient dislike of stepmothers, cf. Herod, iv. 154, 
and Eurip., Alcestis .^oq, where they are snid to be as dangerous 
to the children as vipers. Menander writes dcii^rcpoK ovdcf 
•AAo fAtrrpvioif K9j^6v, 

' 1 ThesM. iv. 4. So A. v., apparently taking <ric«v(K for hody 
with Chrys., Theodon-t, and others. The Greek is, most 
simply, not " possess," h\x\gH^ and is in favour of the inter, 
pretation of Theod. of Mops., Augustine, and others, " get his 
wi/r." See Ellicott, Tk€ss, p. 53. 



be found in my own province. Where it 
has been ventured on there let it abide. 



LETTER CLXI.i 

To AmphUochius on his consecration as Bishop. 

1 . Blessed be God Who from age to age 
chooses them that please Him, distinguishes 
vessels of election, and uses them for the 
ministry of the Saints. Though you were 
trying to flee, as you confess, not from me, 
but from the calling you expected through 
me. He has netted you in the sure meshes 
of g^ace, and has brought you into the midst 
of Pisidia to catch men for the Lord, and 
draw the devil's prey from the deep into 
the light. You, too, may say as the blessed 
David said, " Whither shall I go from ihy 
Spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy 
presence." * Such is the wonderful work of 
our loving Master. " Asses are lost " ' that 
there may be a king of Israel. David, how- 
ever, being an Israelite was granted to Israel ; 
but the land which has nursed you and 
brought you to such a height of virtue, pos- 
sesses you no longer, and sees her neighbour 
beautified by her own adornment. But all 
believers in Christ are one people ; all 
Christ's people, although He is hailed from 
many regions, are one Church ; and so our 
country is glad and rejoices at the dispensa- 
tion of the Lord, and instead of thinking 
that she is one man the poorer, considers 
that through one man she has become pos- 
sessed of whole Churches. Only may the 
Lord grant me both to see you in person^ 
and, so long as I am parted from you, to 
hear of your progress in the gospel, and of 
the good order of your Churches. 

2. Play the man, then, and be strong, and 
walk before the people whom the Most 
High has entrusted to your hand. Like a 
skilful pilot, rise in mind above every wave 
lifted by heretical blasts ; keep the boat from 
being whelmed by the salt and bitter billows 
of false doctrine ; and wait for the calm to 
be made by the Lord so soon as there shall 
have been found a voice worthy of rousing 
Him to rebuke the winds and the sea. If 
you wish to visit me, now hurried by long 
sickness towards the inevitable end, do not 
wait for an opportunity, or for the word 
from me. You know that to a father's heart 
every time is suitable to embrace a well-loved 

» Placed in ,^74. « Ps. cxxxix. 7. 

s I Sam. ix. 3. So six MSS. Editors have substitnted 
"enemies.** The letter does not exist in the Codex Harlstauus, 
'OvoK \% supposed to mean that Fanstinus and John, the pre- 
decessors f^f Amphilochius in the see of Iconium, were not 
very wise bishops, ix^poi might mean that they were Arian. 
cf, LetUr cxxxviii. 
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son, and that aifection is stronger than words. 
Co not lament over a responsibility transcend- 
ing your strength. If you had been destined 
t:o bear the burden unaided, it would have been 
not merely heavy ; it would have been intoler- 
stble. But if the Lord shares the load with 
3'ou, ** cast all your care upon the Lord " > and 
]He will Himself act. Only be exhorted ever 
■^o give heed lest you be carried away by 
^^vickcd customs. Rather change all previous 
<2vil ways into good by the help of the wisdom 
^ven you by God. For Christ has sent you 
miot to follow others, but yourself to take the 
lead of all who are being saved. I charge 
-you to pray for me, that, if I am still in this 
life, I may be permitted to see you with your 
Church. If, however, it is ordained that I 
now depart, may I see all of you hereafter 
^with the Lord, your Church blooming like a 
^'ine with good works, and yourself like a 
ivise husbandman and good servant giving 
meat in due season to his fellow- servants, 
and receiving the reward of a wise and 
trusty steward. All who are with me salute 
your reverence. May you be strong and 
joyful in the Lord. May you be preserved 
glorious in the graces of the Spirit and of 
wisdom. 

LETTER CLXIL* 

To Eusebius, bishop of Samosaia? 

The same cause seems to make me hesi- 
tite to write, and to prove that I must write. 
When I think of the visit which I owe, and 
feckon up the gain at meeting vou, I cannot 
help despising letters, as being not even 
shadows in comparison with the reality. 
Then, again, when I reckon that my only 
consolation, deprived as I am of all that is 
best and most important, is to salute such 
a man and beg him, as I am wont, not to 
forget me in his prayers, I bethink me that 
letters are of no small value. I do not, my- 
self, wish to give up all hope of my visit, 
nor to despair of seeing you. I should be 
ashamed not to seem to put so much con- 
fidence in your prayers as even to expect to 
be turned from an old nian into a young one, 
if such a need were to arise, and not merely 
from a sick and emaciated one, as I am now, 
into one a little bit stronger. It is not easy 
to express in words the reason of my not 
being with you already, because I am not 
only prevented by actual illness, but have 
not even force of speech enough at any time 
to give you an account of such manifold and 
complex disease. I can only say that, ever 

> €f. P». Ir. 33 and i Pet. v. 7. « Placed in 374. 

« Ob 1^9aW% hopes of Tisltiifg EoMbios. 



since Easter up to now, fever, diarrhoea, and 
intestinal dibturhance, drowning me like 
waves, do not sutler me to lift my head 
above them. Brother Barachus may be able 
to tell you the character of my symptoms, if 
not as their severity deserves, at least clearly 
enough to make you understand the reason 
of my delay. If you join cordially in my 
prayers, 1 have no doubt that my troubles 
will easily pass away. 

LETTER CLXIIL* 

To Count Jovinus, 

One can see your soul in your letter, for in 
reality no painter can so exactly catch an out- 
ward likeness, as uttered thoughts can image 
the secrets of the soul. As I read your letter, 
your words exactly characterized your stead- 
fastness, your real dignity, your unfailing 
sincerity ; in all those things it comforted me 
greatly though I could not see you. Never 
fail, then, to seize every opportunity of writ- 
ing to me, and to give me the pleasure of 
conversing with you at a distance ; for to 
see you face to face I am now forbidden by 
the distressing state of my health. How 
serious this is vou will learn from the God- 
beloved bishop Amphilochius, who is both 
able to report to you from his having been 
constantly with me, and fully competent to 
tell you what he has seen. But the only 
reason why I wish you to know of my suf- 
ferings is, that you will forgive me for the 
future, and acquit me of lack of energy, if 
I fail to come and see you, though in truth 
my loss does not so much need defence from 
me as comfort from you. Had it been pos- 
sible for me to come to you, I should have 
very much prefeiTcd a sight of your excel- 
lency to all the ends that other men count 
worth an effort. 

LETTER CLXIV.« 

To Ascholius,* 

I. It would not be easy for me to say how 
very much delighted I am with your holi- 
ness's letter. My words are too weak to 
express all that I feel ; you, however, ought 
to be able to conjecture it, from the beauty 
of what you have written. For what did 
not your letter contain? It contained love 
to God; the marvellous desciiption of the 
martyrs, which put the manner of their good 
fight so plainly before me that I seemed actu- 
ally to see it ; love and kindness to myself; 

^ Placed in 374. > Placed ia 374. • cf, LtUir Ut. 
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words of surpassinof beauty. So when I had 
taken it into my hands, and read it many 
times, and perceived how abundantly full 
it was of the grace of the Spirit, I thought 
lliat I had gone back to the good old times, 
when God's Churches flourished, rooted 
in faith, united in love, all the members 
being in harmony, as though in one body. 
Then the persecutors were manifest, and 
manifest too the persecuted. Then the peo- 
ple grew more numerous by being attacked. 
Then the blood of the martyrs, watering 
the Churches, nourished many more cham- 
pions of ti*ue religion, each generation 
stripping for the struggle with the zeal of 
those that had gone before. Then we Chris- 
tians were in peace with one another, the 
peace which the Lord bequeathed us, of 
which, so cruelly have we driven it from 
among us, not a single trace is now lefl us. 
Yet my soul did go back to that blessedness 
of old, when a letter came from a long dis- 
tance, bright with the beauty of love, and a 
martyr travelled to me from wild regions 
beyond the Danube, preaching in his own 
person the exactitude of the faith which is 
there observed. Who could tell the delight 
of my soul at all this? What power of 
speech could be devised competent to de- 
scribe all that I felt in the bottom of my 
heart? However, when I saw the athlete, 
I blessed his trainer: he, too, before the just 
Judge, after strengthening many for the con- 
flict on behalf of tixie religion, shall receive 
the crown of righteousness. 

2. By bringing the blessed Eutyches' 
to my recollection, and honouring my 
country for having sown the seeds of true 
religion, yon have at once delighted me by 
your reminder of the past, and distressed 
me by your conviction of the present. 
None of us now comes near Eutyciies 
in goodness: so far are we from bringing 
barbarians under the softening power of 
the Spirit, and the operation of His 
graces, that by the greatness of our sins 
we turn gentle hearted men into barba- 
rians, for to ourselves and to our sins I 
attribute it that the influence of the heretics 
is so widely diflused. Peradventure no part 
of the world has escaped the conflagration of 
heresy. You tell me of struggles of athletes, 
bodies lacerated for the truth's sake, savage 
fury despised by men of fearless heart, 
various tortures of persecutors, and con- 
stancy of the wrestlers through them all, the 
block and the water whereby the martyrs 

* Kutyches was a Cappadociiin, who was taken prisoner by 
the Goths, in the relfpi of Gullienus, in a raid into Cappadocia. 
Itwasthmuirh the teachini; of these captives that the ances. 
tors of Ulphilas became ChrisUans. cf, Philost., H^, ii. 5. 



died.* And what is our condition ? Love is 
grown cold ; the teaching of the Fathers is 
being laid waste ; everywhere is shipwreck 
of the Faith; the mouths of the faithful 
are silent; the people, driven from the 
houses of prayer, lift up their hands in the 
open air to their Lord which is in heaven. 
Our afflictions are heavy, martyrdom is no- 
where to be seen, because those who evillv 
entreat us are called by the same name as 
ourselves. Wherefore pray to the Lord 
yourself, and join all Christ's noble athletes 
with you in prayer for the Churches, to the 
end that, if any further time remains for this 
world, and all things are not being driven to 
destruction, God may be reconciled to his 
own Churches and restore them to their an- 
cient peace. 

LETTER CLXV.« 

To Ascholius, bishop of Tfussalonica.^ 

God has fulfilled my old prayer in deign- 
ing to allow me to receive the letter of your 
veritable holiness. What I most of all de- 
sire is to see you and to be seen by you, and 
to enjoy in actual intercourse all the graces 
of the Spirit with which you are endowed. 
This, however, is impossible, both on ac- 
count of the distance which separates us, 
and the engrossing occupations of each of 
us. I therefore pray, in tiie second place, 
that my soul may be fed by fiequent letters 
from your love in Christ. This has now 
been granted me on taking your epistle into 
my hands. I have been doubly delighted at 
the enjoyment of your communication. I 
felt as though I could really see your very 
soul shining in your words as in some mir- 
ror; and I was moved to exceeding joy, not 
only at your proving to be what all testimony 
says of you, but that your noble qualities 
are the ornament of my country. You have 
filled the country beyond our borders with 
spiritual fruits, like some vigorous branch 
sprung from a glorious root. Rightly, then, 
does our country rejoice in her own off"- 
shoots. When you were engaging in con- 

1 The Ben. note illustrates these modes of inaityrdora from 
the letter of the Gothic Church, sunposed to have tvecn written 
by Ascholius, sent to Cxsaren witn the body nf Saint Sabas, 
who suffered under Alhanaricus, king of the Goths, in the end 
of the fourth century. ** Thev brinif him down to the water, 
Kivin^ thanks and eforifving God; then they flun^ him down, 
and put a block about his neck, and plun^>d him into the 
depth. So slain by wood and water, he kept the symbol of 
salvation undefiled, being ^ years old.** cf, Ruinurt., Act, 
Sine. p. 670. 

» Placed in 37^. 

s So all the MSS. But it is the opinion of Maran that there 
can be no doubt of the letter beine addressed, not to Aschr>- 
lius, but to Soranus, duke of Scvthia. We have seen in letter 
a^5 that Basil requested his relative Julius Soranus to send 
him some relics ot the Gothic martyrs. This letter appears to 
refer to his prompt compliance with Uie request by sending 
relics of Saint Sabas. 
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flicts for the Faith she heard that the goodly 
heritage of the Fathers was preserved in you, 
and she glorified God* And now what are 
yon about? You have honoured the land 
that gave you birth by sending her a martyr 
-^who has just fought a good fight in the 
iDurbarian country on your borders, just as 
St grateful gardener might send his first 
bruits to those who had given him the seeds. 
"Verily the gift is worthy of Christ's athlete, 
SI martyr of the truth just crowned with the 
^rown of righteousness, whom we have 
gladly welcomed, glorifying God who has 
miow fulfilled the gospel of His Christ in all 
'fthc world. Let me ask you to remember in 
our prayers me who love you, and for my 
oul's sake earnestly to beseech the Lord 
hat one day I, too, may be deemed worthy 
begin to serve God, according to the way 
f His commandments which He has given 
^■js to salvation. 

LETTER CLXVL* 

To Eusebius, bishop of Samosata} 

LETTER CLXVIL* 

To Eusebius, bishop of Samosaia. 

I AM delighted at your remembering me 
<9nd writing, and, what is yet more impor- 
tant, at your sending me your blessing in 
Tour letter. Had I been but worthy of your 
labours and of your struggles in Christ's 
cause, I should have been permitted to come 
to you and embrace you, and to take you as 
a model of patience. But since I am not 
worthy of this, and am detained bv many 
afflictions and much occupation, I do what 
is next best. I salute your excellency, and 
beseech you not to grow weary of remember- 
ing me. For the honour and pleasure of 
receiving your letters is not only an advan- 
tage to me, but it is a ground of boasting 
and pride before the world that I should be 
held in honour by one whose virtue is so 
great, and who is in such close communion 
with God as to be able, alike by his teach- 
ing and example, to unite others with him 
in it. 

LETTER CLXVin.* 

To Antiochus} 

I MOURN for the Church that is deprived 
of the guidance of such a shepherd.' But I 

1 placed in 374. 

* This letter is numbered Ixr. amon^ those of Gre^ry of 
Nazlanzus, to whom it is to he attributed. It is only found in 
ooe MS. of the letters of Basil (Coisl. i.) 

« Placed in 374. 
Letter* cxlvi , clvii., and clviii. 
in Thrace. On the picturesque 



• Placed in 174. 

■ 'Nephew of fiusebius. ef, L 

* Snsebiua was now in exile i 



have so much the more ground for congratu- 
lating you on being worthy of the privilege 
of enjoying, at such a moment, the society 
of one who is fighting such a good fight in 
the cause of the truth, and I am sure that 
you, who nobly support and stimulate his 
zeal, will be thouglit worthy by the Lord of 
a lot like his. What a blessing, to enjoy in 
unbroken quiet the society of the man so 
rich in learning and experienced in life! 
Now, at least, you must, I am sure, know 
how wise he is. In days gone by his mind 
was necessaMly given to many divided cares, 
and you were too busy a «man to give your 
sole heed to the spiritual fountain which 
springs from his pure heart. God grant that 
you may be a comfort to him, and never 
yourself want consolation from others. I 
am sure of the disposition of your heart, 
alike from the experience which I, for a 
short time, have had of you, and from the 
exalted teaching of your illustrious instructor, 
with whom to pass one single day is a sufH- 
cient provision for the journey to salvation. 

LETTER CLXDC.' 
Basil to Gregory} 

You have undertaken a kindlv and chari- 
table task in getting together the captive 
troop of the insolent Glycerins (at present I 
must so write), and, so far as in you lay, 
covering our comrtion shame. It is only 
right that your reverence should undo this 
dishonour with a full knowledge of the facts 
about him. 

This grave and venerable Glycerins of 
yours was ordained by me deacon of the 
church of Venesa ' to ser\'e the presbyter, and 
look afler the work of the Church, for, 
though the fellow is in other respects intract- 
able, he is naturally clever at manual labour. 
No sooner was he appointed than he neg- 
lected his work, as though there had been 
absolutely nothing to do. But, of his own 
private power and authority, he got together 
some wretched virgins, some of whom came 
to him of their own accord (you know how 
young people are prone to anytliing of this 



scene of his forced departure from his diocese, the a^ny of 
his flock at losine him, and his calm submission to the tyranny 
of Valens, see Theodoret iv. la and 13, pp. 115, 116, of this 
editi'^n. 

1 Placed in 374, on the misconduct of Glvcerius, a deacon. 

sTillemont says either of Nyssa or Nazianzus. In the 
MS. Coisl. I. it is preceded by Ixxi., unquestionably addrcsited 
to Gresforyof Nazianzns, and inscribed *' to the same." In 
the Codex Marl, it is inscribed PoifyopiM ctoao^. Gamier, 
however ( Vita S. Ba*. xxxi. $ Iv.) allows that there are 
argruments in favor of Gregory of Nyssa. Probably it is the 
elder Gregory who is addressed. See Prolegomena. 

* Or VeSsa, or Synnasa; the MSB. vary. 
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kind), and others were unwillingly forced to 
accept him as leader of their company. Then 
he assumed the style and title of patriarch, 
and hegan all of a sudden to play the man of 
dignity. He had not attained to this on any 
reasonable or pious ground ; his only object 
was to get a means of livelihood, just as 
some men start one trade and some another. 
He has all but upset the whole Church, 
scorning his own presbyter, a man venerable 
both by character and age ; scorning his 
chorepiscopus, and myself, as of no account 
at all, continually filling the town and all 
the clergy with disorder and disturbance. 
And now, on being mildly rebuked by me 
and his chorepiscopus, that he may not treat 
us with contempt (for he was trying to stir 
the younger men to like insubordination), he 
is meditating conduct most audacious and 
inhuman. After robbing as many of the 
virgins as he could, he has made off by night. 
I am sure all this will have seemed very sad 
to you. Think of the time too. The feast 
was being held there, and, as was natural, 
large numbers of people were gathered to- 
gether. He, however, on his side, brought 
out his own troop, who followed young men 
and danced round them, causing all well-dis- 
posed persons to be most distressed, while 
loose chatterers laughed aloud. And even this 
was not enough, enormous as was the scandal. 
I am told that even the parents of the vir- 
gins, finding their bereavement unendurable, 
wishful to bring home the scattered com- 
pany, and falling with not unnatural sighs 
and tears at their daughters* feet, have been 
insulted and outraged by this excellent young 
man and his troop of bandits. I am sure 
your reverence will think all this intolerable. 
The ridicule of it attaches to us all alike. 
First of all, order him to come back with the 
virgins. He might find some mercy, if he 
were to come back with a letter from you. 
If you do not adopt this course, at least send 
the virgins back to their mother the Church. 
If this cannot be done, at all events do not 
allow any violence to be done to those that 
are willing to return, but get them to return 
to me. Otherwise I call God and man to 
witness that all this is ill done, and a breach 
of the law of the Church. The best course 
would be for Glycerins to come back with a 
letter,* and in a becoming and proper frame 
of mind; if not, let him be deprived of his 
ministry.* 

1 itrurrokri^ is read in the version of this letter appearin|B>; in 
the works of Greg. Naz., and Comhelis is no doubt rit>ht 
in thinkings that it mnkes better sense than ciricrr^/iiif , the read- 
ing of the chief MSS. here. 

* cf. Prolegomena, and Ramsay's Church and Roman Em- 
piric Cap. xviii. 



LETTER CLXX. ' 

To Gfycerius, 

How far will your mad folly go? How 
long will you counsel mischief against your- 
self? How long will you go on rousing me 
to wrath, and bringing shame on the com- 
mon order of solitaries? Return. Put 
confidence in God, and in me, who imitate 
God's loving-kindness. If I rebuked you 
like a father, like a father I will forgive you. 
This is the treatment you shall receive from 
me, for many others are making supplication 
in your behalf, and before all the rest your 
own presbyter, for whose grey hairs and 
compassionate disposition I feel much re- 
spect. Continue longer to hold aloof from 
me and you have quite fallen from your 
degree.* You will also fall away from God, 
for with your songs and your garb ' you are 
leading the young women not to God, but 
to the pit. 

LETTER CLXXL* 

To Gregory. 

I WROTE to you, not long ago, -about 
Glycerins and the virgins. Even now they 
have not returned, but are still hesitating, 
how and why I know not. I should be 
sorry to charge this against you, as though 
you were acting thus to bring discredit on 
me, either because you have some ground 
of complaint against me, or to gratify others. 
Let them then come, fearing nothing. Do 
you be surety for their doing this. For it 
pains me to have my members cut off, 
although they have been rightly cut off. If 
they hold out the burden will rest on others. 
I wash my hands of it. 

LETTER CLXXIL* 

To SophroniuSf the bishops 

There is no need for me to say how much 
I was delighted by your letter. 'Your own 

> Placed with the preceding.^ 

s rov fia0it.ov, cf, i Tim. iii. 13. oc koAmc diajcoinf<ra»Tct 
^afffibv javrotf koXqv ircpurotovrrai. There seems an evident 
allusion to this passag^e, but not such as to enable Basil to be 
positively raokea with Chrysostom in his apparent interpreta- 
tion of /3a9M<^ objectively of preferment, or with Tht-odoret in 
his subjective idea of honour with God. Apparently the 
'* deg^ree** is the Diaconate. 

*<rroAi}. The technical use of this word for a "stnle** i< 
not earlier than the ninth century. It was indeed used for a 
sacred vestment, eg, the sacred robe which Constantine pre- 
sented to Macarius, Bishop of Jerusalem. (Theodoret ii. 27.) 
In Latin " ttola " desig^atedf the distinctive dress - of the 
matron, and it seems to oe used with a suggestion of effem- 
inacy. 

« Placed with the preceding. > Placed in 374. 

*This Sophronius Is distinpiished by Maran from the 
Snphronius, magUter ttfficiomm^ to whom Leiterit xxxii., 
Ixxvi., and xcvi. have already been addressed, and who is also 
the recipient of clxzvi.» clzxz., cxcU., ccUiL Nothing^ els« 
is known of him. 
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'Words will enable } ou to conjecture what I cellency, and to pray the Lord to grant that 
felt on receiving it. You have exhibited to you may complete the course of good living 
me in your letter, the first fruits of the which you have chosen. For in truth it is 
Spirit, love. Than this what can be more no light thing for one, who makes a profes- 
precious to me in the present state of affairs, sion, to follow up ail that the promise entails, 
when, because iniquity abounds, the love of Any one may embrace the gospel life, but 
many has waxed cold?* Nothing is rarer only a very few of those who have come 
now than spiritual intercourse with a brother, within my knowledge have completely 
a word of peace, and such spiritual com- carried out their duty in its minutest details, 
munion as I have found in you. For this I and have overlooked nothing that is contained 
thank the Lord, beseeching Him that I may therein. Only a very few have been con- 
have part in the perfect joy that is found in sistent in keeping the tongue in check and 
you. If such be your letter, what must it the eye under guidance, as the Gospel would 
oe to meet you in person? If when you are have it ; in working with the hands accord- 
far away you so afiect me, what will you be ing to the mark of doing what is pleasing to 
to me when you are seen face to face? Be God; in moving the feet, and using every 
sure that if I had not been detained by in- member, as the Creator ordained from the 
numerable occupations, and all the unavoid- beginning. Propriety in dress, watchfulness 
able anxieties which tie me down, I should in the society of men, moderation in eating 
have hurried to see your excellency. Al- and drinking, the avoidance of superfluity 
though that old complaint of mine is a great in the acquisition of necessities; all these 
hindrance to my moving about, nevertheless, things seem small enough when they are 
in view of the good I expect, I would not thus merely mentioned, but, as I have found 
have allowed this to stand in my way. To by experience, their consistent observance 
be permitted to meet a man holding the requires no light struggle. Further, such a 
same views and reverencing the faith of the perfection of humility as not even to remem- 
Fathers, as you are said to do by our honour- ber nobility of family, nor to be elevated by 
able brethren and fellow presbyters, is in any natural advantage of body or mind 
truth to go back to the ancient blessedness which we may have, nor to allow other 
of the Churches, when the suflerers from people's opinion of us to be a ground of 
unsound disputation were few, and all lived pride and exaltation, all this belongs to 
in peace, "workmen" obeying the com- the evangelic life. There is also sustained 
mandments and not " needing to be self-control, industry in prayer, sympathy in 
ashamed,'** serving the Lord with simple brotherly love, generosity to the poor, lowli- 
and clear confession, and keeping plain and ness of temper, contrition of heart, sound- 
inviolate their faith in Father, Son and ness of faith, calmness in depression, while 
Holy Ghost. we never forget the terrible and inevitable 

tribunal. To that judgment we are all 

LETTER CLXXIIL* hastening, but those who remember it, and 

_, ^, , , ^ A are anxious about what is to follow after it, are 

To Theodora me Canonessr ^^^ f^^^ 

I SHOULD be more diligent in writing to LETTER CLXXIV.* 

you but for my belief that my letters do not 

always, my friend, reach your own hand^. ^ ^ Ivtaow. 

I am afraid that through the naughtiness of j „^^g ^e^^ ^^3^ wishful to write con- 

those on whose service I depend, especially stantly to your excellency, but I have from 

ed myself 
m to bes< 

found fault with, and to be eagerly asked for am^olZ^thei'i- 'hatredTas even" gone' so" far 

mv letters, that so I may have this proof of ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^ £u53 jf ^^^ happens to 

their delivery. Yet, whether I write or not, receive a letter from me. But now that you 

one thing I do without failing, and that is to ^ave begun to write vourself, and very good 

keep in my heart the memory of your ex- j^ -^ ^p ^^^ to do so, sending me needful in- 

> Matt. xxiv. la. » a Tim. H. 15. » Placed in 374. formation about all that is in your mind, I 

4 On the Canonicae, pious women who devoted themselves « cfJrr^^rl fo wrif#» Karl^ fn vrkii T pf m<* 

to education, district visiting, funerals, and various charitable ^^ Stirred tO Write DaCR tO yOU. l^Ct me 

works, and living in a community apart from men, cf. Soc. then Set rigRt what haS been Omitted in the 
i. 17, ** virgins in the register," and Sozomen viii. ai. on . j *. j.i_ *.' 1 ^ - i_ *. 

Nicarrte. They were distinguished from nuns »s not being paSt, and at tllC Same time reply tO What 

bound by vows, and from deacoaesses as oot so distiucUy dis- ■ -^— 

charting ministerial duties. ^ Placed in 374. 
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your excellency has written. Truly blessed 
is the soul, which by night and by day has 
no other anxiety tlian how, when the great 
day comes wherein all creation shall stand 
before the Judge and shall g^ve an account 
for its deeds, she too may be able easily to 
get quit of the reckoning of life. 

For he who keeps that day and that hour 
ever before him, and is ever meditating upon 
the defence to be made before the tribunal 
where no excuses will avail, will sin not at 
all, or not seriously, for we begin to sin when 
there is a lack of the fear of God in us. 
When men have a clear apprehension of 
what is threatened them, the awe inherent in 
them will never allow them to fall into in- 
considerate action or thought. Be mindful 
therefore of God. Keep the fear of Him in 
your heart, and enlist all men to join with 
you in your prayers, for great is tiie aid of 
them that are able to move God by their im- 
portunity. Never cease to do this. Even 
while we are living this life in the flesh, 
prayer will be a mighty helper to us, and 
when we are departing hence it will be a 
sufficient provision for us on the journey to 
the world to come.* 

Anxiety is a good thing ; but, on the other 
hand, despondency, dejection, and despair of 
our salvation, are injurious to the soul. 
Trust therefore in the goodness of God, and 
look for His succour, knowing that if we 
turn to Him rightly and sincerely, not only 
will He not cast us off forever, but will say 
to us, even while we are in the act of utter- 
ing the words of our prayer, '^ Lo I I am 
with you." 

LETTER CLXXV.' 

To Count Magnenianus? 

Your excellency lately wrote to me, 
plainly charging me, besides other matters, 
to write concerning the Faith. I admire your 
zeal in the matter, and I pray God that your 
choice of good things may be persistent, 
and that, advancing in knowledge and good 
works, you may be made perfect. But I have 
no wish to leave behind me a treatise on the 
Faith, or to write various creeds, and so I 
have declined to send what vou asked.* 
You seem to me to be surrounded by the din 
of your men there, idle fellows, who say cer- 
tain things to calumniate me, with the idea 
th'it they will improve their own position by 



* " Prayer ardent opens heaven." Young, N. T. viii., 731. 

* Written probably early in .^74. 

3 One MS. reads Ma^ninianus. On the Jdentification of 
this officer with the recipient of cccxxv., see that letter. 

* But what Basil declined to do at the prompting of Macrnen- 
ianus, he shortly Mfierwards did for Amphilochius, and wrote 
this De Spiritu Sancto. 



lying disgracefully against me.' The past 
shews what they arc, and future experience 
will shew them in still plainer colours. I, 
however, call on all who trust in Christ not 
to busy themselves in opposition to the 
ancient &ith, but, as we believe, so to be 
baptized, and, as we are baptized, so to oiler 
the doxolog}'.' It is enough for us to con- 
fess those names which we have received 
from Holy Scripture, and to shun all innova- 
tion about them. Our salvation does not 
lie in the invention of modes of address, but 
in the sound confession of the Godhead in 
which we have professed our faith. 

LETTER CLXXVI.» 

To Amphilochius f Bishop of Iconium.* 

God g^nt that when this letter is put 
into your hands, it may find you in good 
health, quite at leisure, and as you would 
wish to be. For then it will not be in vain 
that I send you this invitation to be present 
at our city, to add greater dignity to the an- 
nual festival which it is the custom of our 
Church to hold in honour of the martyrs.* 
For be sure my most honoured and dear 
friend, that our people here, though they 
have had experience of many, desire no 
one's presence so eagerly as they do yours ; 
so affectionate an impression has your short 
intercourse with them left behind. So, then, 
that the Lord may be glorified, the people 
delighted, the martyrs honoured, and that I 
in my old age may receive the attention due 
to me from my true son, do not refuse to 
travel to me with all speed. I will beg you 
too to anticipate the day of assembly, that so 
we may converse at leisure and may comfort 
one another by the interchange of spiritual 
gifts. The day is the fifth of September.* 
Come then three days beforehand in order 
that you may also honour with your presence 
the Church of the Hospital. May you by 



> Maran ( V. Basil xsx.) thinks that the allusion is to Atar> 
btui of Neocaesarea and to some of his presbyters, cf. JLetter 

OCX. 

* ef, D« Sp, Scto. p. 17. » Placed in 374. 

* An invitation to the feast of St. Eup$ychius, with a request 
to arrive three days before the actual day'of the festival, which 
was observed on the 7th of September, {cf. Letter c aud note, 
and the invitation to the Pontic bishops m ccUi.) 

* i.e. Damas and Eupsychius. 

*So the date st^inds in eight MSS. However it arose, cth is 
a mistake for 7th, the day of St. Bupsychius in the Greek 
Kalendar. 

f MfiiMif. The Ben. Ed. understand bj this word the 
church erected by Basil in his hospital {cf. JMter xciv.) at 
Ca:sarea. In illustration of the use of fiimiuii in this sense 
Du Can^e cites Act. Comr. Ckalced. i. 144, ana exp'ains it ns 
beinir equivalent to •* memorial* i e. " miex sacra in qua extat 
nancti olicufHS sefnlcrum** cf.Nomocan.Pkotii^.\\. For 
the similar u«e of** memoria** in L.atin, cf. Auif., De Civ. Dei, 
xxit. in: ** No* autcn m-trtyribms nostris worn templa sicmi 
diis seJ memorias sicmi komimibms mortuis fabrieamms** 



LETTER CLXXXI.' 
To Olreiut, bhkop of Melitene} 

Your reverence is, I know, no less dis- 
tressed than myself at the removal of tlie 
very Giid-beloved bUhop Eusebius. Wc 
both of us need comfort. Let us try to gut 
it to one another. Do yon write to niir 
what you heur from Samosata, and I will 
report to yon anything that I may learn 
from Thrace.' 

It is tn me no slight alleviation of our 
present distress to know the constancy of 
the people. It will be the same to you to 
have news of our common father. Of 
course I cannot now tell you this by letter, 
hut I commend to you one who is fully 
informed, and will report to you in wh:i't 
condition he left him, and how he bears his 
troubles. Pray, then, for him and for me, 
that the Lord will grant him speedy relense 
from his distress. 



LETTER CLXXXIL* 

To the prtibyUrs of Samosata. 

Grieved as I am at the desolation of the 
Church,' I none the less congratulate you 
on having been brought so soon to this o;- 
tremelimitof your hard struggle. God grant 
that you may pass through it with patience. 
to the end that in return for your faithful 
stewardship, and the noble constancy which 
you have shewn in Christ's cause, you may 
receive the great reward. 

LETTER CLXXXIIL* 
To the Senate of Samosata. 

Seeing, as I do, that temptation is now 
spread all over the world, and that the 
greater cities of Syria have been tried by 
the same sufferings as yourselves, (though, 
indeed, nowhere is the Senate so approved 
and renowned for good works, as your own, 
noted as you are for yniir righteous zeal,) 
I all but thank the troubles which have be- 
fallen you.' 

For had not this affliction come to pass. 



• In Annenla^lnor. noir Hnlilii. BmH iika him i 
offen ijriniuthy IB Lht Hil( nf EukMus. Otrelui naat 
In 7fn, HDd lit OintUntlnnplc in iSi (Liibbe il. oq and « 

1 When Euublui 1.11* in nih. > Placed in SI 



with Uie ■ipmrinn uf Knlltude in cneoii^ in the Dt. Xf s 
*<.iiMp.3),udcniiclydei:-< Sir lihm Martabdorvm m.,irr 
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your proof under trial would ne^-er have 
been known. To all that earnestly strive 
for any good, the affliction they endure for 
the sake of their hope in God is like a fur- 
nace to gold.' 

Rouse ye, then, most excellent sirs, that 
the labours yoii are about to undertake may 
not be unworthy of those which you have 
already sustained, and that on a firm foun- 
dation you may be seen putting a yet vror- 
thier finish. Rouse ye, that ye may stand 
round about the shepherd of*^ the Church, 
when the Lord grants him to be seen on 
his own throne, telling each of you in his 
turn, some good deed done for the sake of 
the Church of God. On the great day of 
the Lord, each, according to the jiropor- 
tion of his labisurs, shall receive his re- 
compense from the munificent Lord. By 
remembering me and writing to me as often 
as )'ou can, you will be doing justice in 
sending me a reply, and will moreover give 
me very great pleasure, by sending me in 
writing a plain token of a voice which it is 
delightful to me to hear. 

LETTER CLXXXIV.* 

To Eustathius, bishop of Uimmeria? 

Orphanhood is, I know, very dismal, and 
entails a great deal of work, because it de- 
prives us of those who are set over us. 
Whence I conclude that you do not write to 
me, because you are depressed at what has 
happened to you, and at the same time are 
now very much occupied in visiting the 
folds of Christ, because they are attacked 
on every side bv foes. But every grief finds 
consolation in communication with sympa- 
thising friends. Do then, I beg you, as 
often as you can, write to me. You will 
both refresh yourself by speaking to me, 
and you will comfort me by letting me hear 
from you. I shall endeavour to do the same 
to vou, as often as my work lets me. Pray 
yourself, and entreat all the brotherhootl 
earnestly to importune the Lord, to grant 
us one day release from the present distress. 

LETTER CLXXXV.* 

To Thtodotus, bishop of Beraa,* 

Although you do not write to me, I 
know that there is recollection of ine in 
your heart ; and this I infer, not because I 
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structed laymen. As, for instance, if a man 
be convicted of crime, and prohibited from 
discharging ministerial functions, and then 
refuses to submit to the canons, but arro- 
gates to himself episcopal and ministerial 
rights, and persons leave the Catholic 
Church and join him, this is unlawful as- 
sembly. To disagree with members of the 
Church about repentance, is schism. In- 
stances of heresy are those of the Manichse- 
ans, of the Valentinians, of the Marcionites, 
and of these Pepuzenes; for with tliem there 
comes in at once atheir disagreement con- 
cerning the actual faith in God. So it 
seemed good to the ancient authorities to 
reject the baptism of heretics altogether, but 
to admit that of schismatics,* on the ground 
that they still belonged to the Church. 

As to those who assembled in unlawful 
congregations, their decision was to join 
them again to the Church, after they had 
been brought to a better state by proper 
repentance and rebuke, and so, in many 
cases, when men in orders* had rebelled 
with the disorderly, to receive them on their 
repentance, into the same rank. Now the 
Pepuzeni are plainly hereticnl, for, by un- 
lawfully and shamefully applying to Mon- 
tanus and Priscilla the title of the Paraclete, 
they have blasphemed against the Holy 
Ghost. They are, therefore, to be con- 
demned for ascribing divinity to men; and 
for outraging the Holy Giiost by comparing 
Him to men. They are thus also liable to 
eternal damnation, inasmuch as blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost admits of no forgive- 
ness. What ground is there, then, for the 
acceptance of the baptism of men who bap- 
tize into the Father and the Son and Mon- 



The Ben. note is: " ^uod autem add it Bastlius. tit adhuc 
ex Rcclesia exsistentium, non idciroo addit qnod sckismalicos 
in Eccleaiee memhris nnmeraret. Iliiu< verba si ^Mis im 
de'eriorem partem rapiat^ facilis et tjepedita rtsponsto^ Nam 
fMb finem hujux, ca'ionis de Kncratiiit ipsix^ id ext^de hasreticis 
incarHatiamm rt Dei sin^nl<iritatem ne^antibits^ ait sibi nam 
/.J H iHteg-rnm es*e eos qm hnic secta conjunct i sunt ab Ecclcsia 
Mupursiru. qnia duos eorum etiscopos sin* baptistna ac sine 
nova ordinatione receperat. Nemo autem snspicabitur Basil- 
i.im eJHsmodi hareticot ab Ecclesia alienissimos non j'udi. 
crt.tte. ^Hare quidquid schismaticis tribuit, in sola baptistni 
sorietate positum est.^ Nam cum Cyprianus tt Firmtlianus 
sclii<maticos et hetreticos ita ab Eccfesia distractos crederent^ 
t't nihil prorsus ad eos ex fontibus Ecclesiet perflueret ; Basil. 
i't< hnic sententia non assent itur^ et in schismaticis quia 
pifn Ecclesiet retinent, vestitfinm quoddam agnoscit necessi' 
indinis et societal is cum E!cclesia^ ita ut valida sacramen- 
t 'rum aiminiatratio ob Ecclesia ad illos permanare possit. 
Mine sibi integrum uegat detestandos hetreticos ab Ecclesia 
separare, 7//<jr«»» bafitisma ratum habuerat. Idem docent duo 
praatantissimi unitatis defensores, Optatus et Augustinus. 
C^uod enim scissutn est, inquit Optatus lib. Hi. n. <?, ex parte 
divi^um est, non ex toto: cum constet merito, quia nobis el 
vohis ecclcshistica una est cnnversntin, et si hominum litij^ant 
tnentes, non liriij^ant sacramenia. Vid. lib. iv.n. 2. Sic etiam 
Au^ttstinu^ lib. i ^ Dc baptismo n. 3 : Itaque isti {hetretici et 
schtxmatict) in quibusdani rebus nobiscuin sunt: in quihus 
autem no>i"*cu.n nnn sunt, ut veniendo accipiant, vcl red- 
eunHo rfcipia'it, adSortatnur. Vid. lib. Hi. «. 2b. Sic ex 
Basiiio haretiri nobi<rum sunt quoad b.'ptisma." 

• ro^« «*' ^ad.xui, cf. note on p. 21S. 



tanus or Priscilla ? For those who have not 
been baptized into the names delivered to 
us have not been baptized at all. So that, 
although this escaped the vigilance of the 
great Dionysius, we must by no means 
imitate his error. The absurdity of the 
position is obvious in a moment, and evi- 
dent to all who are gifted with even a small 
share of reasoning capacity. 

The Cathari are schismatics; but it 
seemed good^to the ancient authorities, I 
mean Cyprian and our own ^ Firmilianus, to 
reject all these, Cathari, Encratites,' and 
HydroparastataB,* by one common condem- 
nation, because the origin of separation arose 
through schism, and those who had aposta- 
tized from the Church had no longer on them 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, for it ceased to 
be imparted when the continuity was broken. 
The first separatists had received their ordi- 
nation from the Fathers, and possessed the 
spiritual gift by the laying on of their hands. 
But they who were broken off had become 
laymen, and, because they are no longer able 
to confer on others that grace of the Holy 
Spirit fropi which they themselves are fallen 
away, they had no authority either to bap- 
tize or to ordain. And therefore those who 
* 

were from time to time baptized by them, 
were ordered, as though baptized by laymen, 
to come to the church to be purified by the 
Church's true baptism. Nevertheless, since 
it has seemed to some of those of Asia that, 
for the sake of management of the majority, 
their baptism should be accepted, let it be 
accepted. We must, however, perceive the 
iniquitous action of the Encratites; who, in 
order to shut themselves out from being re- 
ceived back by the Church have endeavoured 
for the future to anticipate readmission by a 
peculiar baptism of their own, violating, in 
this manner even their own special practice.* 

* As beineoneof Basil's predecessors in theseeof Caesarea. 
^** Hoc Encratitarum facinore non corrupta essentialis 

bapiismi forma. Sed novat quetdam adjectee cetrimonietJ* 
Ben. £d. 

* i.e. those who ased water instead of wine in the Eucharist, 
as Tatian and his followers, cf. Clem. Al.t Strom, i. 19 and 
Cyprian. £p. Ixiii. 

«The Ben. note points out that the Improper proceeding of 
the Encratites consisted not in any corruption of the baptismal 
formula, but in the addition of certain novel ceremonies, and 
proceeds : *' Nam in canone 4^ sic eos loquentes indncit. In 
Pntrem et Filium et Spiritum baptiznti sumus. Hinc eormm 
baptisma ratum habet^si qua inciderit max ni moment i causa. 
9uod autem ait hoc facinus eos incipere, ut reditum sibi in 
Ecclesiam intercludant, videtur id prima specie in ram sen- 
tentiam accipiendum, quasi Encratita baptisma suum ea 
mente immutassent, nt Cafholiros ad iltud rejiciendum inci- 
tarent^ siccus tlnres in secta coutinertt odium et fuga novi 
baptismatis. Abhorrebat enim ab omnium animis iteratus bap. 
tismus^ ut pluribus exemplis probat Augustinus, lib. v, J)e 
baptismo, n, 6. Videtur ergo prima specie Encratitis^ ea, 
quam dixi. exstitisse causa, cur baptismum immutarent, 
Atque ita hunt locum interpretatur Tillemontius^ tom, iv, 
p. 628. Sic etiam illius exemplo interpretatus sum in Preef. 
novte Cypriani opernm tditioni preeminsa cap. 4, p. t2, ^ Sed 
hnic interpretationi non conx*enit cum his quee addtt Basiliut. 
Vereri enim se si^nificat ne Catholici^ dum Encratitas ah 
hac baptism i immutatione deUrrer* voluntt nimium resirieti 
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\iy opinion, therefore, is that nothing being 
distinctly laid down concerning thein, it is 
our duty to reject their baptism, and that in 
the case of any one who has received bap- 
tism from them, we should, on his coming to 
tJie church, baptize him. If, however, there 
ms any likelihood of this being detrimental to 
general discipline, we must fall back upon 
<:ustom, and follow the fathers who have 
^Drdered what course we are to pursue. 
J'or I am under some apprehension lest, in 
our wish to discourage them from baptizing, 
"^ve may, through the severity of our decision, 
Ise a hindrance to those who are being saved. 
3f they accept our baptism, do not allow this 
"•o distress us. We are by no means bound 
"•o return them the same favour, but only 
strictly to obey canons. On every ground 
Jet it be enjoined that those who come to us 
:^rom their baptism be anointed * in the pres- 
ence of the ^ithful, and only on these terms 
4)pproach tlie mysteries. I am aware that I 
liave received into episcopal rank Izois and 
Satuminus from the Encratite following.* I 
Jim precluded therefore from separating from 
the Church those who have been united to 
their company, inasmuch as, through my 
acceptance of the bishops, I have promulgated 
a kind of canon of communion with them. 

II. The woman who j^urposely destroys 
her unborn child is guilty of murder. With 
us there is no nice enquiry as to its being 
formed or unformed. In this case it is not 
only the being about to be born who is vindi- 
cated, but the woman in her attack upon 
hjrself ; because in most cases women who 
make sucli attempts die. The destruction 
of the embrvo is an additional crime, a second 
murder, at all events if we regard it as done 
with intent. The punishment, however, of 
these women should not be for life, but for 
the term of ten years* And let tbeir treat- 
ment depend not on mere lapse of time, but 
on the character of their repentance. 

III. A deacon who commits fornication 
after his appointment to the diaconate is to 
be deposed. But, after he has been rejected 

*iml ei Mveri in eorum baptismo rrJicienJo. Sperahant erj^o 
Catholici tardi'ftres ad ejua tfindibaptifma Eneratitas futuros^ 
ft iilmd Cotholici rotttm hohert nollent ; nedum tPst Eucra- 
tita baptismatfs imtnutntionfm fo cnnailio induxermt^ ui ejus- 
modi vaptixwa a Catholici.* rejidrretnr, ^namobrem k«c 
verba^iaX. reditum t\h\ in Ecclesiain intercIudant.i»o» consilium 
ei propositum Encratitaru*n desi^nant^ sed incommodum 
gnod 4M eorum facinore conseqnebatur ; velut si dicamus 
aliquem scelut admiHere^ ut attrnam aibi dammationem 
aecemat.** 

* ef. note on p. 43> St. Cypmn {Ep. Ixx.) says that heretics 
who nave no true nltar cdnimt have oil sanctified by the altur. 
"Grcgonr of Naziunzus, Oral, (xlviii In Jul.) speaks of oil 
tanctlnea or coo'^ecratcd on the spiritual or divine tabic; 
OptatuA of Milevis (r. Don. vii. I03) says that this ointment 
is componnded {conditur) in the name of Christ; and the 
Psendo-Dionysius {De Hierarch. Ecclcs, c. 4) mentions the 
nsc of the sign of the cross in the consccruUon of it.'* D. C.A. 

> *riiit is the only known reference to these two bishops. 



and ranked among the laity, he is not to be 
excluded from communion. For tliere is an 
ancient canon that those who have fallen 
from their degree are to be subjected to this 
kind of punishment alone.' 

Herein, as I suppose, the ancient authori- 
ties followed the old rule " Thou shalt not 
avenge twice for the same thing."* There 
is this further reason too, that laymen, when 
expelled from the place of the faithful, are 
from time to time restored to the rank whence 
they have fallen ; but the deacon undergoes 
once for all the lasting penalty of deposition. 
His deacon's orders not being restored to 
him, they rested at this one punishment. So 
far is this as regards what depends on law 
laid down. But generally a truer remedy is 
the departure from sin. Wherefore that man 
will give me full proof of his cure who, 
after rejecting grace for the sake of the indul- 
gence of the flesh, has then, through bruis- 
ing of the flesh * and the enslaving of it * by 
means of self control, abandoned the pleas- 
ures whereby he was subdued. We ought 
therefore to know both what is of exact pre- 
scription and what is of custom ; and, in 
cases which do not admit of the highest 
treatment, to follow the traditional direction. 

IV. In the case of trigamy and polygamy 
they laid down the same rule, in propor- 
tion, as in the case of digamy ; namely one 
year for digamy (some authorities say two 
years) ; for trigamy men are separated for 
three and often for four years ; but this is no 
longer described as marriage at all, but as 
polygamy ; nay rather as limited fornication. 
It is for this reason that the Lord said to the 
woman of Samaria, who had had five hus- 
bands, " he whom thou now hast is not thy 
husband." * He docs not reckon those who 
had exceeded the limits of a second marriage 
as worthy of the title of husband or wife. In 
cases of trigamy we have accepted a seclu- 
sion of ^VQ years, not by the canons, but fol- 
lowing the precept of our predecessors. 
Such offenders ought not to he altogether 
prohibited from the privileges of the Church ; 
they should be considered deserving of hear- 
ing after two or three years, and afterwards 
of being permitted to stand in their place ; 
but they must be kept from the communion 
of the good gift, and only restored to the 

* ** Respiciitni/allor, ad canonem 25 apostolorum, ad quern 
SalsamoH et Zonaras observant nonnulta esse peccata^ quibus 
excommunication non solum deposition infli/^itur; velut si quis 
pecuniae vel magistratus potentia^ sacerdottnm asset^uatur^ ut 
sancitur Can. 2i)et 30.'* Ben note. • Nahuin i. y, LXX. 

***I}uovetereslibriavyTptfLfiovTrjiKapSia%,** Ben. note. 

* cf. I Cor. ix. 27. 

"John iv. jS. For the more n«ual modern interpretation 
that the sixth union was an unlawful oim, cf. Bengel. Matri- 
monium hoc sextum non erat legit imum^ vel non consummatum^ 
aut de^ertio aliudve impedimeutum intercesserat^ ex altera 
utra parte. 
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place of communion after showing some fruit 
of repentance. 

V. Heretics repenting at death ought to 
be received ; yet to be received, of course, 
not indiscriminately, but on trial of exhibi- 
tion of true repentance and of producing fruit 
in evidence of their zeal for salvation.* 

VI. The fornication of canonical persons 
is not to be reckoned as wedlock, and their 
union is to be completely dissolved, for this 
is both profitable for the security of the 
Church and will prevent the heretics from 
having a ground of attack against us, as 
though we induced men to join us by the at- 
traction of liberty to sin. 

VII. Abusers of themselves with man- 
kind, and with beasts, as also murderers, wiz- 
ards, adulterers, and idolaters, are deserving 
of the same punishment. Whatever rule you 
have in the case of the rest, observe also in 
their case. There can, however, be no doubt 
that we ought to receive those who have re- 
pented of impurity committed in ignorance 
for thirty years.* In this case there is 
ground for forgiveness in ignorance, in the 
spontaneity of confession, and the long ex- 
tent of time. Perhaps they have been 
delivered to Satan for a whole age of man 
that they may learn not to behave unseemly ; ' 
wherefore order them to be received without 
delay, specially if they shed tears to move 
your mercy, and shew a manner of living 
waithy of compassion.* 

VIII. The man who in a rage has taken 

* 7-jjv KavoviKutv, The Greek is of either gender. The Ben. 
iT^te is' Clericos sive eos qui in canone recmsentHr hac voce 
dt'signari kactenns exist imarunt JSasilii inter pretesy ac ipsi 
etiam Zonaras et Balaamon, Scd ut canonicas sive sacras 
virgines interpreter^ plurimis rationnm moment is addncor : 
/. Basilius koc nomine clericos appei/are non so/et, sej sacras 
rirgineSf ut jperspici potest exepistolisji et rjs ; a. preescrip- 
tum Basilit non convenit in clericos^ quorum nonHulltn^ 
nempe lectorihus et aiiis tjns modi venut dubaiur ineundi 
matrimonii^ quamvj's in connne recenserentur i 3. trohibet 
Basilius ejusmodi stu^ra quet honesto matrimonii nomine 
prtetexi solebant. At td non inconce.ssnm erat niatrimonium^ 
alios x'ero matrimonium post ordinationem inire nulla prorsus 
EcrUsia patiebatur^ aut certe matrimonii pretinm erat de. 
post tin. Contra virginibns nubentibus non longior pcena 
pluribus in locis imponebatur^ quam digamis, ut perspicitur 
'ex canone /5, ubi Basilius hance consuetudiuem abrogate ac 
virginum matrimonia instar adulterii existimat. 

* So the MSS. But the Ben. nuie points out thnt there mnst 
be 5(ntne error, if a sin knowingly committed wns punished hv 
excomniunicatioa for fifteen years (Canons Iviii., ixii., Ixiii.). 
and one unwittingly committed bv a punishment of twice the 
dunition. •//. 1 Tim. 1, 20. 

* The Ben. note continues : " Deinde vero test at ur Basilius 
eos fere hominis a;tatcm satante traditos fuisse. At alas 
hominis (y<i'€a) sape annnrum viginti spat io exist i in atur ; 
x^elut cutn ait Dionysius Alexandriuus apud Eusebium^lib. 
vii. cap. 21. Israelitas in deserto fuisse dnabus atatibus. 
ipse Ba^ili/is in Ei>istola 2nt, quet scripta est anno ^s, Neo- 
ceesarienses incusat quod sibi jam totatn fere homints eetatem 
succenseant ; quos tamen non ita pridem amicos habuerat; 
ac anno 56?, Alusonii morte afflictos litteris amicissimis con- 
solatus fuerat. Saculnm apud Latinos non semper stride 
sumitur ; x^elut cum ait Hiemnymns in Epist. 27 a«l Marcel- 
Imn, in Christ! verbis explicandis per tinla jam s.xciilfl 
taiitorum inuenia sudas^e; vel cum auctor libri I)e rcbaptis. 
m.ite in Cyprianum tacito nomine invehitur^ quod adversus 
prisca consults post lot sxculorum tnntam seriem nunc pri- 
mum repente sine ratione inswgatt p. ?J7. J)e hoc ertjo 
trielnta annorum numero non paucos deducendos esse crtdid- 
trim. 



up a hatchet against his own wife is a mur- 
derer. But it is what I should have expected 
from your intelligence that you should very 
properly remind me to speak on these points 
more fully, because a wide distinction must be 
drawn between cases where there is and where 
there is not intent. A case of an act purely 
unintentional, and widely removed from the 
purpose of the agent, is that of a man who 
throws a stone at a dog or a tree, and hits a 
man. The object was to dnve off the beast 
or to shake down the fruit. The chance 
comer falls fortuitously in the way of the 
blow, and the act is unintentional. Unin- 
tentional too is the act of any one who 
strikes another with a strap or a flexible 
stick, for the purpose of chastising him, and 
the man who is being beaten dies. In this 
case it must be taken into consideration that 
the object was not to kill, but to improve, the 
offender. Further, among unintentional acts 
must be reckoned the case of a man in a 
fight who when warding off an enemy's 
attack with cudgel or hand, hits him without 
mercy in some vital part, so as to injure him, 
though not quite to kill him. This, however, 
comes very near to the intentional ; for 
the man who employs such a weapon in 
self defence, or who strikes without mercv, 
evidently does not spare his opponent, be- 
cause he is mastered by passion. In like 
manner the case of anv one who uses a 
heavy cudgel, or a stone too big for a man to 
stand, is reckoned among the unintentional, 
because he does not do what he meant: in 
his rage he deals such a blow as to kill his 
victim, yet all he had in his mind was to 
give him a thrashing, not to do him to 
death. If, however, a man uses a sword, 
or anything of the kind, he has no excuse; 
certainly none if he throws his hatchet. 
For he does not strike with the hand, so that 
the force of the blow may be within his 
own control, but throws, so that from the 
weiglit and edge of the iron, and the force 
of the throw, the wound cannot fail to be 
fatal. 

On the other hand acts done in the attacks 
of war or robbery are distinctly intentional, 
and admit of no doubt. Robbers kill for 
greed, and to avoid conviction. Soldiers 
who inflict death in war do so with the 
obvious purpose not of fighting, nor chastis- 
ing, but of killing their opponents. And 
if any one has concocted some magic philtre 
for some other reason, and then causes death, 
I count this as intentional. Women frequently 
endeavour to draw men to love them by incan- 
tations and magic knots, and give them drugs 
which dull their intelligence. Such women, 
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when they cause death, though the result of 
tlieir action may not be what they intended, 
nre nevertheless, on account of their pro- 
ceedings being magical and prohibited, to 
l>e reckoned among intentional homicides. 
VVomen also who administer drugs to cause 
XI Ijortion, as well as those who take poisons 
t.<z^ destroy unborn children, are murderesses. 
o much on this subject. 
IX, The sentence of the Lord that it is 
^ nlawful to withdraw from wedlock, save on 
i <:count of fornication,' applies, according 
• the argument, tQ men and women alike, 
ustom, however, does not so obtain. Yet, 
relation with women, very strict expres- 
ions are to be found ; as, for instance, the 
ords of the apostle *' He which is joined to 
harlot is one body *' • and of Jeremiah, If 
wife " become another man's shall he re- 
'mim unto her again? shall not that land be 
atly polluted?"* And again, *'He that 
ath an adulteress is a fool and impious." * 
'ct custom ordains that men who commit 
dultery and are in fornication be retained by 
heir wives. Consequently I do not know if 
he woman who lives with the man who has 
en dismissed can properly be called an 
dulteress ; the charge in this case attaches 
o the woman who has put away her hus- 
and, and depends upon the cause for which 
he withdrew from wedlock.* In the 
of her being beaten, and refusing 
o submit, it would be better for her to en- 
sure than to be separated from her husband ; 
Sn the case of her objecting to pecuniary loss, 
^5ven here she would not have sufficient 
ground. If her reason is his living in forni- 
cation we do not find this in the custom of 
^he church ; but from an unbelieving hus- 
"band a wife is commanded not to depart, 
l)ut to remain, on account of the uncertainty 
of the issue. " For what knowest thou, O 
wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband?"' 
Here then the wife, if she leaves her husband 
and goes to another, is an adulteress. But 
the man who has been abandoned is pardon- 
able, and the woman who lives with such a 
man is not condemned. But if the man who 



>M'itt,v. 3J. »Jcr. iii. 1. 

• 1 Cor. vi. 16. * "Prov. xviii. aa, LXX. 

•The Ben. note is, Seqvitur in hoc canone Basilfns Ro" 
manas i^j^tf. gnat tamen/ntetur cum cvanjsrclio minux consen- 
tire. Lex Couftantini juhci in rcpndio mittrndo afemina hac 
sola erimina inquin\ si komicidam^ vei mrdiramentariitm, vd 
$c/>nlcrorum di$$olutorem tnaritum snuin esse prohavtrit. At 
eadem lege virit concediittr^ ut ad 11 Iter as uxores di mitt ant. 
Alind dtscrimen hoc in canone uxores inter et mnritos fonttiir, 
qmod uxor injuste dimifsn. si ab alia ducainr^ aduiterit trotam 
man effngiat; dimissus autem injuste maritus nee adulter sit, 
si all am dncatt nee qua ab eo duritur^ adnltera. Vttterum 
Basiliu* ante episcohatum eodem jure uxorem ac maritum esse 
censebatm Nam in Moral, reg. 73 statuit virum ab nxnre, aut 
mxorem a viro non debere separari^ nisi guis deprehendainr 
in adnlterio. Utrigue pariter interdicit novis nuptiis^ five 
refudient, sivt repudientur, * i Cor. vii. 16. 



has deserted his wife goes to another, he is 
himself an adulterer because he makes her 
commit adultery ; and the woman who lives 
with him is an adulteress, because she has 
caused another woman's husband to come 
over to her. 

X. Those who swear that they will not 
receive ordination, declining orders upon 
oath, must not be driven to perjure them- 
selves, although there docs seem to be a 
canon making concessions to such persons. 
Yet I have found by experience that per- 
jurers never turn out well.* Account must 
however be taken of the form of the oath, 
its terms, the frame of mind in which it was 
taken, and the minutest additions made to 
the terms, since, if no ground of relief can 
anywhere be found, such persons must be 
dismissed. The case, however, of Severus, 
I mean of the presbyter ordained by him, 
does seem to me to allow of relief of this 
kind, if you will permit it. Give directions 
for the district placed under Mestia, to which 
the man was appointed, to be reckoned under 
Vasoda. Thus he will not forswear himself 
by not departing from the place, and Longi- 
nus, having Cyriacus with him, will not leave 
the Church unprovided for, nor himself be 
guilty of neglect of work.* I moreover 
shall not be held guilty of taking action in 
contravention of any canons by making a 
concession to Cyriacus who had sworn that 
he would remain at Mindana and yet accepted 
the transfer. Ilis return will be in accordance 
with his oath, and his obedience to the 
arrangement will not be reckoned against 
him as perjury, because it was not added to 
his oath that he would not go, even a short 
time, from Mindana, but would remain there 
for the future. Severus, who pleads forget- 
fulncss, I shall pardon, only telling him that 
One who knows what is secret will not over- 
look the ravaging of His Church by a man 
of such a character; a man who originally 
appoints uncanonicnlly, then imposes oaths in 
violation of the Gospel, then tells a man to 

* The Ben. note refers to the case of Draconthi«5, who had 
s^vorn that he would escape if he were ordained bishop, and s » 
did; b:it was ur;rcd by AtlKina'^ius to discharge the duties of 
his diocese, notwilhstandin;^ his oath. 

* On lliis obscure p;issujie t!ie Ben. note Is : Longinns pres- 
byter ernt in agro Aiestia snbjecto. Sed cum is drpori/us ess- 1 
6b atiquod delictum ^ ac forte honorem saccrdotii reiiucret, ut 
Honnutnguam fiebatt Severn* episcopus in ejus locum translul.'t 
Cvriocum^ q'uem antea Mtndant* ordiu^vcrat^ ac Jit rare 
coegerat se itmdanis mansnrum. Nihil hoc in re st<itnif>osse 
viJebatur, guo.l nou in magna m align am d{^cultalem incur, 
rerel. Nam si in agro Mestia subjecto Cyriacus remancrr*. 
perjuriiculpam »Hrt,nchat. Si redirct Mindana, ager Mestia 




o^mm, gui Mestia suhjectus erat Vasodis subfici, id est loco^ 
cu i subject a erant Mindana . /toe ex remedio duo consequcbatur 
Itasilius, ut et agcr i.'fe prcsbvtrro non careret, et Cyriacus ibi 
remanens Minic.na tnmc.i rc.hre censeretur, cum Jam htc locut 
iidem ac Mindana chore pirco^ o pareret. 
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perjure himself ia the matter of his transfer, 
and last of all lies in pretended forgetful ness. 
I am no judge of hearts; I only judge by 
what I hear ; let us leave vengeance to the 
Lord, and ourselves pardon the common 
human error of forgetfulness, and receive 
the man without question. 

XI. The man who is guilty of uninten- 
tional homicide has given sufficient satisfac- 
tion in eleven years. We shall, without 
doubt, observe what is laid down by Moses 
in the case of wounded men, and shall not 
hold a murder to have been committed in 
the case of a man who lies down after he 
has been struck, and walks again leaning on 
his staff.* If, however, he does not rise 
again after he has been struck, nevertheless, 
from there being no intent to kill, the striker 
is a homicide, but an unintentional homicide. 

XIL The canon absolutely excludes dig- 
amists from the ministry.* 

XIII. Homicide in war is not reckoned bv 
our Fathers as homicide ; I presume from 
their wish to make concession to men fight- 
ing on behalf of chastity and true religion. 
Perhaps, however, it is well to counsel that 
those whose hands are not clean only abstain 
from communion fv>r three vcars.' 

XIV. A taker of usury, if he consent to 
spend his unjust gain on the poor, and to be 
nd for the future of the plague of covetous- 
ness, may be received into the ministry.* 

XV. I am astonished at your requiring 
exactitude in Scripture, and arguing that 
there is something forced in the diction of 
the interpretation which gives the meaning 



1 £xod. xxi. iQ. 

• Afi. Can. xiii. 14: •* It fs clear from the Philosofhtimma 
of Hippt'lyius (ix. li) that by Uic bc^iunin^ of tiic 30 century 
the rule ot m mi >^;tiny lor ihe clergy was well establishecf, 
since he com-Oaiis that in t'le days ofCallistus * diKamist and 
trii{:ai)iist bi^hop^, and priots aiid deacons, began to be ad- 
niitied into the clerjjy.* Terlullian ri'Cf»;rnisc5 the rule as to 
the cierjfv. Thus in his De Exhortation* Castitaiis (c, 7) he 
asks scornfully; * Heinsj^ a digamist, dwstthou baptize? Dost 
thou make the offering' ? ' " Diet. CA. i. s^a. 

K/»^^ also Canon Bright, A'otes on the Canons of tht jirst 
four General Councils. On Can. Nic. viii. p. 27. 

* The Ben. note qu les Balsainon, Zonuras, and Alexius 
Aristenus as remark i.!^*- on tliis that Basil gives advice, not 
directi'>n, and rc^^ariin the hands, nut tlie hearts, uf soldiers as 
defiled; and as recallintf that this canon was quoted in oppo. 
sit ion to the Empemr Phocas when he wished to reckon 
soldiers as martyrs. The canon was little regarded, as being 
contrary to general Christian sentiment. 

cf. Athan. E^, xlviii. p. 537 of this edition: "In war it is 
lawful and praisew«>rthy to destroy the enemy; accordinirly 
not only are they who have distinguished themselves in the 
field hcfd worthy of irreat h Miours, but mouumcat:» are put up 
proclaiming their achievements." 

«r/. Can. Nic. xvii. . Canon Bright (Ox ihe Canons^ etc., 
p. 56) remarks : "It must \^ rcmembereil that interest, calk-d 
TOO? and />MW*, as the pr^d-ict of the principal, was assodluied 
in the early stages ot" society, — in Greece and Rome as well 
as in Palestine, — with tlic n >tion of undue profit extorted bv 
a rich lender from the metly borrower f sec G rote, ///>/. Gr. 
ii. 31 1, H.; Arnold, Hist. Home i. aSi; Mommsen, Hist. R. i. 
agi). Hence Tacitus say«, * sane vetn* urbi fenebre malum^ 
et seditionttm discorjiarumqne creherrima causa* {Ann. vi. 
16), and CJihhon calls usury •the inveterate grievance of the 
city, abolished bv the clamours of the people, revived by their 
wants and idleness.' '* (v. 314.) 



of the original, but docs not exactly render 
what is meant by ihe Hebrew word. Yet I 
must not carelessly pass by the question 
started by an enquiring mind. At the crea- 
tion of the world, birds of the air and the 
fishes of the sea had the s;ime origin ; > for 
both kinds were produced from the water.* 
The reason is that both have the same char- 
acteristics. The latter swim in the water, 
the former in the air. Thw are therefore 
mentioned together. The rorm of expres- 
sion is not used without distinction, but of 
all that lives in the water it is used very 
properly. The birds of the air and the fishes 
of the sea are subject to man ; and not they 
alone, but all that passes through the paths 
of the sea. For ever}'- water-creature is not a 
fish, as for instance the sea monsters, whales, 
sharks, dolphins, seals, even sea-horses, sea- 
dogs, saw-fish, sword-fish, and sea-cows; 
and, if you like, sea nettles, cockles and all 
hard-shelled creatures of whom none are fish, 
and all pass through the paths of the sea ; so 
that there are three kinds, birds of the air, 
fishes of the sea, and all water-creatures 
which are distinct from fish, and pass through 
the paths of the sea. 

XV"!. Naaman was not a great man with 
the Lord, but with his lord ; tliat is, he was 
one of tlie chief princes of the King of th;; 
Syrians.' Read your Bible carefully, and 
you will find the answer to your question 
there. 

LETTER CLXXXIX.* 

To Eustaihius the physician? 

Humanity is the regular business of all 
you who practise as physicians. And, in 
my opinion, to put your science at the head 
and front of life's pursuits is to decide 
reasonably and rightly. This at all events 
seems to be the case if man's most precious 
possession, life, is painful and not worth 
living, unless it be lived in health, and if for 
health we are dependent on your skill. In 
your own case medicine is seen, as it were, 
with two right hands ; you enlarge the 
accepted limitsof philanthropy by not confin- 
ing the application of your skill to men's 
bodies, but by attending also to the cure of 
the diseases of their souls. It is not only in 
accordance with popular report that I thus 
write. I am moved by the personal experi- 



iPs. viii.S. SGen. i. aoandai. 'aKing^v. i. 

* Placed in 374 or the beeinuiuif of 375. 

»r/. Letter cli. This doctrinal statement Is also found 
amoni; the works of Gre^rv of Xvssa ; but is more probably 
to be attributed to Basil. Vide Tillem. Mim, Ecc. ix. 67S. 
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ence which I have had on tnanv occasions, 
and to a remarkable degree at the present 
time, in the midst of the unspeakable wick- 
edness of our enemies, which has flooded 
our life like a noxious torrent. You have 
most skilfully dispersed it and by pouring in 
your soothing words have allayed the inflam- 
mation of my heart. Having regard to the 
successive and diversified attacks of my 
enemies against me, I thought tiiat I ought 
to keep silence and to bear their successive 
assaults without reply, and without attempt- 
ing to contradict foes armed with a lie, that 
terrible weapon which too often drives its 
point through the heart of truth herself. 
You did well in urging me not to abandon 
the defence of truth, but rather to convict 
our calumniators, lest haply, by the success 
of lies, many be hurt. 

2. In adopting an unexpected atti- 
tude of hatred against me my opponents 
seem to be repeating the old story in ^sop. 
He makes the wolf bring certain charges 
against the lamb, as being really ashamed to 
seem to kill a creature who had done him no 
harm without some reasonable pretext ; then 
when the lamb easily rebuts the slander, the 
wolf, none the less, continues his attack, 
and, though defeated in equity, comes off 
winner in biting. Just so with those who 
seem to count hatred to me as a virtue. 
They will perhaps blush to hate me without 
a cause, and so invent pleas and charges 
against me, without abiding by any of their 
allegations, but urging as the ground of their 
detestation now this, now that, and now 
something else. In no single case is their 
malice consistent ; but when they arc baulked 
in one charge they cling to another and, 
foiled in this, have recourse to a third ; and 
if all their accusations are scattered they do 
not drop their ill-will. They say that I 
preach three Gods, dinning the charge into 
the ears of the mob and pressing the calumny 
plausibly and persistently. Nevertheless, 
truth is fighting on my side ; and both in 
public to all the world, and in private to all 
whom I meet, I prove that I anathematize 
every one who maintains three Gods and do 
not even allow him to be a Christian. No 
sooner do thej hear this than Sabellius is 
handy for them to urge against me, and it is 
noised abroad that my teaching is tainted 
with his error. Once more I hold out in my 
defence my wonted weapon of truth, and 
demonstrate that I shudder at Sabellianisni as 
much as at Judaism. 

3, What then? After all these efforts 
were thev tired? Did they leave off ? Not 
at all. They are charging me with innova- 



tion, and base their charge on my confession 
of three hypostases, and blame me for as- 
serting one Goodness, one Power, one God- 
head. In this they are not wide of the truth, 
for I do so assert. Their complaint is that 
their custom does not accept this, and that 
Scripture does not agree. What is my 
reply? I do not consider it fair that the 
custom which obtains among them should be 
regarded as a law and rule of orthodoxy. 
If custom is to be taken in proof of what is 
right, then it is certainly competent for me 
to put forward on my side the custom which 
obtains here. If they reject this, we are 
clearly not bound to follow them. There- 
fore let God-inspired Scripture decide be- 
tween us ; and on whichever side be found 
doctrines in harmony with the word of God, 
in favour of that side will be cast the vote of 
truth. What then is the charge? Two 
points are advanced at one and the same 
time in the accusations levelled against me. 
I am accused on the one hand of parting the 
hypostases asunder; on the other of never 
using in the plural any one of the nouns 
relating to the Divinity, but of always speak- 
ing in the singular number of one Goodness, 
as I have already said ; of one Power ; one 
Godhead ; and so on. As to the parting of 
the hypostases, there ought to be no objec- 
tion nor opposition on the part of those who 
assert in the case of the divine nature a dis- 
tinction of essences. For it is unreasonable 
to maintain three essences and to object to 
three hypostases. Nothing, then, is lefl but 
the charge of using words of the divine 
nature in the singulars. 

4. I have quite a little difficulty in meet- 
ing the second charge. Whoever condemns 
those who assert that the Godhead is one, 
must of necessity agree with all who main- 
tain many godheads, or with those who 
maintain that there is none. No third posi- 
tion is conceivable. The teaching of in- 
spired Scripture does not allow of our 
speaking of many godheads, but, wherever 
it mentions the Godhead, speaks of it in the 
singular number; as, for instance, " in him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily." ' And again ; '* for the invisible 
things of him from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead."* If, then, to multiply god- 
heads is the special mark of the victims of 
polytheistic error, and to deny the Godhead 
altogether is to fall into atheism, what sense 
is there in this charge against me of con- 
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fessing one Godhead? But they make a 
phiiiier disclosure of the end they have in 
view ; namely, in the case of the Father to 
agree that He is God, and consenting in like 
manner that the Son be honoured with the 
attiioute of Godhead; but to refuse to com- 
pretiend the Spirit, though reckoned with 
Father and with Son in the idea of Godhead. 
They allow that the power of the Godhead 
extends from the Father to the Son, but 
they divide ihe nature of the Spirit from the 
divine glory. Against this view, to the best 
of my ability, I must enter a brief defence of 
my own position. 

5. What, then, is my argument? In 
delivering the Faith of Salvation to those 
who are being made disciples in His doc- 
trine, the Lord conjoins with Father and 
with Son the Holy Spirit also. That which 
is conjoined once I maintain to be conjoined 
everywhere and always. There is no ques- 
tion here of a ranking together in one respect 
and isolation in others. In the quickening 
power whereby our nature is transfoiTncd 
from the life of corruption to immortality, the 
power of the Spirit is comprehended with 
Father and with Son, and in many other 
instances, as in the conception of the good, 
the holy, the eternal, the wise, the right, the 
supreme, the efficient, and generally in all 
terms which have the higher meaning. He is 
inseparably united. Wherefrom I judge it 
right to hold that the Spirit, thus conjoined 
with Father and Son in so many sublime and 
divine senses, is never separated. Indeed 1 
am unaware of any degrees of better or worse 
in the terms concerning the divine nature, 
nor can I imagine its being reverent and 
right to allow the Spirit a participation in 
those of lesser dignity, while He is judged 
unworthy of the higher. For all conceptions 
and terms which regard the divine are of 
equal dignity one with another, in that they 
do not vary in regard to the meaning of the 
subject matter to which they are applied. 
Our thought is not led to one subject by the 
attribution of good, and to another by that of 
wise, powerful, and just ; mention any attri- 
butes you will, the thing signified is one 
and the same. And if you name God, you 
mean the same Being whom you understood 
by the rest of the terms. Granting, then, that 
all the terms applied to the divine nature 
are of equal force one with another in rela- 
tion to that which they describe, one empha- 
sizing one point and another another, but all 
bringing our intelligence to the contempla- 
tion of the same object ; what ground is there 
for conceding to the Spirit fellowship with 
Father and Son in all other terms, and isolat- 



ing Him from the Godhead alone? There 
is no escape from the position that we must 
either allow the fellowship here, or refuse it 
everywhere. If He is worthy in every other 
respect, He is certainly not unworthy in this. 
If, as our opponents argue, H.e is too in- 
significant to be allowed fellowship with 
Father and with Son in Godhead, He is not 
worthy to share any single one of the divine 
attributes : for when the terms are carefully 
considered, and compared with one another, 
by the help of the special meaning contem- 
plated in each, they will be found to involve 
nothing less than the title of God. A proof 
of what I say lies in the fact that even many 
inferior objects are designated by this name. 
Nay, Holy Scripture does not even shrink 
from using this term in the case of things of 
a totally opposite character, as when it ap- 
plies the title ^</ to idols. ** Let the gods,** 
it is written, "who have not made heaven 
and earth, be taken away, and cast beneath 
the earth ; *' * and again, *' the gods of the 
nations are idols."* And the witch, when 
she called up the required spirits for Saul, is 
said to have seen gods.' Balaam too, an 
augur and seer, with the oracles in his hand, 
as Scripture says, when he had got him tiie 
teaching of the demons by his divine in- 
genuity, is described by Scripture as taking 
counsel with God.* From many similar 
instances in Holy Scripture it may be proved 
that the name of God has no pre-eminence 
over other words which are applied to the 
divine, since, as has been said, we find it 
employed without distinction even in the 
case of things of quite opposite character. 
On the other hand we are taught by Scripture 
that the names holy, incorruptible, righteous, 
and good, are nowhere indiscriminately used 
of unworthy objects. It follows, then, that 
if they do not deny that the Holy Spirit is 
associated with the Son and with the Father, 
in the names which are specially applied, by 
the usage of true religion, to the divine 
nature alone, there is no reasonable ground 
for refusing to allow the same association in 
the case of that word alone which, as I have 
shown, is used as a recognised homonym 
even of demons and idols. 

6. But they contend that^ this title sets 
forth the nature of that to which it is ap- 
plied; that the nature of the Spirit is not 
a nature shared in common with that of 
Father and of Son ; and that, for this reason, 
the Spirit ought not to be allowed the com- 
mon use of the name. It is, therefore, for 
them to show by what means they have per- 
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ceived this variation in the nature. If it 
were indeed possible for the divine nature to 
he contemplated in itself; could what is* 
proper to it and what is foreign to it be dis- 
covered by means of visible things; we 
should then certainly stand in no need of 
words or other tokens to lead us to the ap- 
prehension of the object of the enquiry. But 
the divine nature is too exalted to be per- 
ceived as objects of enquiry are perceived, 
and about tnings which are beyond our 
knowledge we reason on probable evidence. 
We are therefore of necessity guided in the 
investigation of the divine nature by its oj>er- 
ations. Suppose we observe the operations 
of the Father, of the Son, of the Holy Ghost, 
to be different from one another, we shall 
then conjecture, from the diversity of the 
operations, that the operating natures are 
also diiferent. For it is imix)ssible that 
things which are distinct, as 'regards their 
nature, should be associated as regards the 
form of their operations ; fire does not freeze ; 
ice does not warm ; difference of natures im- 
plies difference of the operations proceeding 
from them. Grant, then, that we perceive 
the operation of Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
to be one and the same, in no respect show- 
ing difference or variation ; from this identity 
of operation we necessarily infer the unity of 
the nature. 

7. The Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost alike hallow, quicken, enlighten, and 
comfort. No one will attribute a special 
and peculiar operation of hallowing to the 
operation of the Spirit, after hearing the 
Saviour in the Gospel saying to the Father 
about His disciples, sanctify them in Thy 
name.' In like manner all other operations 
are equally performed, in all who are worthy 
of them, by the Father and by the Son and 
by the Holy Ghost ; every g^ace and virtue, 
guidance, life, consolation, change into the 
immortal, the passage into freedom and all 
other good things which come down to man. 
Nay even the dispensation which is above us 
in relation to the creature considered both in 
regard to intelligence and sense, if indeed it 
is possible for any conjecture concerning 
what lies above us to be formed from what 
we know, is not constituted apart from the 
operation and power of the Holy Ghost, 
every individual sharing His help in propor- 
tion to the dignity and need of each. Truly 
the ordering and administration of beings 
above our nature is obscure to our percep- 
tion; nevertheless any one, arguing from 
what is known to us, would find it more 

^ cf, St. John ZTil. II and 17. 



reasonable to conclude that the power of the 
Spirit operates even in those beings, than 
that He is excluded from the government of 
supramundane things. So to asseit is to ad- 
vance a blasphemy bare and unsupported ; 
it is to support absurdity on fallacy. On the 
other hand to agree that even the world 
beyond us is governed by the power of the 
Spirit, as well as by that of the Father and 
of the Son, is to advance a contention, sup- 
ported on the plain testimony of what is 
seen in human life. Identity of operation in 
the case of Father and of Son and of Holy 
Ghost clearly proves invariability of nature. 
It follows that, even if the name of Godhead 
does signify nature, the community of es- 
sence proves that this title is very properly 
applied to the Holy Spirit. 

8. I am, however, at a loss to understand 
how our opponents with all their ingenuity 
can adduce the title of Godhead in proof of 
nature, as though they had never heard from 
Scripture that nature does not residt from 
institution and appointment.* Moses was 
made* a god of the Egyptians when the 
divine voice said, " See 1 have made thee a 
god to Pharaoh.' The title therefore does 
give proof of a certain authority of oversight 
or of action. The divine nature, on the 
other hand, in all the words which are con- 
trived, remains always inexplicable, as I 
always teach. We have learnt that it is 
beneficent, judicial, righteous, good, and 
so on ; and so have been taught difl'ercnces 
of operations. But we are, nevertheless, 
unable to understand the nature of the oper- 
ator through our idea of the operations. Let 
any one give an account of each one of these 
names, and of the actual nature to which 
they are applied, and it will be found that 
the definition will not in both cases be the 
same. And where the definition is not iden- 
tical the nature is different. There is, then, a 
distinction to be observed between the es- 
sence, of which no explanatory term has yet 
been discovered, and the meaning of the 
names applied to it in reference to some 
operation or dignity. That there should be 
no difference in the operations we infer from 
the community of terms. But, we derive no 
clear proof of variation in nature, because, 
as has been said, identity of operations indi- 
cates community of nature. If then God- 
head be the name of an operation, we say 
that the Godhead is one, as there is one 
operation of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; 
if, however, as is popidarly supposed, the 
name of Godhead indicates nature, then, 
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sin<^^ ^'^ ^"^^ "^ variation in the nature, we sees. Then afterwards we will appoint once 

reiisonribly define the Holy Trinity to be ol more the [bishop] of the city. Unless we 

one Godhead. take this course the man appointed may prove 

a hindrance to subsequent administration, and 

LETTER CXC* from his wish to rule over a larger diocese, 

and his refusal to accept the ordination of 

To Amphilochius^ bishop of Iconium} the bishops, we may find ourselves suddenly 

iT-„„ '4. ^1.1 . 1 involved in a domestic quarrel. If this 

. ^• .r. ' 7?? ^^'''^' you have shewrn ^^^^^^ j^ CCx^^yAU and time does not allow, 

m the atlairs ot the Isaurian Church is only ^ ^^ j^ ^y^^^ ^y^^ l^^yxxx^xy bishop is strictly 

what might have been expected from that ^ . ^.^,^j„ ^^j^ ^^,^ ^^^^^^ , ^ ordaining 

zeal and propriety of conduct which so con- ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ immediate neighboiirs. In thi 

tinually rouses my admiration of you. 1 he ^^^^^^ j^ ^j^ ^^ reserved for us to give to the 

most careless observer must at once perceive ^^^^ ^^jg^ ^^ ^^e proper seasonT after we 

that It 18 in all respects more advantageous have carefully examined those whom we our- 

for care and anxiety to be divided among ^^j^^^ j^^j ^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^ 

several bishops. This has not escaped your ^^ j j^/^^ ^^j^^^ George, as vou requested. 

observation, and you .have done well in j^e replies as you reported.^ In all this 

noting, and m acquainting me with, the posi- ^^ ^^^^ remain quiet, casting the care of 

tion of aflairs. But it is not easy to find fit ^j^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^he Lord. For I put my trust 

men. While, then, we are desirous of hav- j„ ^j^^ ^LoXy God that He will by my aid ' 

ing the credit that comes of numbers, and ^^^^ ^^ ^im deliverance from his difficulties 

cause God s Church to be more efiectively j^ ^^^ ^^^^^ g„d t^ ^^ ^^ ^isft my life 

administered by more officers, let us be care- ^jthout trouble. If this cannot be, be so 

ful lest we unwittingly bring the word into ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^j yourself as to what 

contempt on account of the unsatisfactory ^^ j ^^^^ j^^l^ ^^^r, that I may begin to 

character of the men who are called to office, ^^^ ^^is favour of each of my friends in 

and accustom the laity to inditterence. \ ou ^^^j.^ gj^^er for nothing, or for some 

yourself know well that the conduct of the moderate price, as the Lord may prosper 

governed is commonly of a piece with that ^^^ « 

of those who are set over them. Perhaps { ^^^^^ j^^ accordance with your request, 

therefore it might be better to appoint one written to brother Valerius. Matters at 

well approved man, though even this may ^ ^^e going on as they were left by your 

not be an easy matter, to the supervision of reverence, and, by the aid of your holiness, 

the whole city, and entrust him with the ^^^e improving. Of those who were then 

management of details on his own responsi- separated from me some have gone ofi'to the 

bility. OnlylethiinbeaservantofGod, ''a ^^^^^^ ^^j ^^^^^ remain waiting for tidings 

workman that needeth not to be ashamed, ^^^^ j^^ ^Jie Lord is able as well to frus- 

not *' looking on his own things, but on ^^.^te the expectations of these latter as to 

the things of the most, ''that they be saved. ^^y^^ ^^e return of the former useless. 

If he finds himself overweighted with re- ^ Philo, on the authority of some Jewish 

sponsibility, he will associate other labourers tradition, explains the manna to have been 

for the harvest with himself. It on y we can ^f g^^h a nature that it changed witli the taste 

find such a man, I own that I think the one ^f ^y^^ g^ter: that of itself it was like millet 

worth many, and the ordering of the cure of g^ed boiled in honey; it served sometimes 

souls in this way likely to be attended at once f^^ bread, sometimes for meat, either of birds 

with more advantage to the Churches and ^j. beasts; at other times for vegetables, ac- 

with less risk to us. If, however, this course 

prove difficult, let us first do our best to ap- ^J ^jL^a'Sac'.^'^' ''"^ ^^^^ """^'* '*^'*^"'' °'"'^* 

point superintendents * to the small townships •" Videtur Ula diguHas^ quam se amlci cauxa alicujms 

^ Ml i_'i_i- riii_ • 1 Pftiturum promittit Baxilius. non aJmfni'xtratio aliqua 

or villages which have of old been episcopal yuisse, sed ihntHm codidllaria dignitasi, t^oc enim coniilio 

— hanc dignitatem fetert siaiuerat, ut amici domus magnum 

> Placed by Maran in 374. After Easter 375 by Tillcmont. aliquod incommodum effngeret . Porro in hunc nsnm impe- 

* Isauria, the district of Pisiilia, forniinKr the S. W. corner trari soiehant codicilU^uT curia ^ vel salttm dunmviratuM ft 
of the modern Karamania, wu.s under the ecclesiastical Juris- civitatis cura vitarentur. PrHio autem imtetratoi non 
diction of Iconium. ** In the heart of the Roman monarchy, modo nulla immunitast sed etiam multa sequeoatur ut per- 
the Isaurians lon^ continued a nation of wild barbarians, tpicitur ex Cod. Theod. vi, 22. Sic enim kabet lex tecunda 
Succeeding powers, unable to reduce them to obedience either tmperatoris Constantii : * Ab honoribus mercandis per 
by arms or policy, were compelled to acknowledge their weak. suWra^ia^ vel aualibet ambitione qnetrendit^ certa multa fro- 
ness by surrounding the hostile and independent spot with a kiouit : cut aadimus et quicunque^ fugientes obsequia curi- 
strong chain of fortifications (Hist. Aug. 197) which often arum^ umbra f et nomina afectaverint dignitatem ^ trieenat 
proved insufficient to restrain the invasions of these domestic libras argent i inferre cogantur^ manente ilia bretterita inla- 
foes.*' Giblx)n. chap. X. Raids and Arian persecution had tione nuri qua per^etua lege construct i funt. Unde miror 
disorganised the Isaurian Bpisoopate. (Marnn, Vit. Bas.) Basilium ab kac vta tentanda non omniuo alienum fuis*€, 

• a Tim. ii. 15. ' 1 Thess. il. 16. Sed forte ktt leges non admodunt accurals aervabuntur smt 
« PhiL iL 4. < upoivtatiirovt, Valsmli,** 'Ben. note. 



cording to each man's liking; even for fi&h. 
so that the flavour of each separate kind was 
eacact!^ reproduced in the eater's mouth. 

Scripture recognises chariots containing 
three riders, because while other chariots 
c=«ntained two, the driver and the man-iit- 
^rms, Pharaoh's held three, two men-at-arms, 
a« nd one to hold th« reins. 

Sympius has written me a letter expressive 
«:»f respect and communion. The letterwhich 
-*- have written in reply I am sending to yoiir 
Vnoliness, that you may send it- on to him il 
^yrou quite approve of it, with the addition ol" 
^some communication from yourself. M.ty 
^you. by the loving kindness of the Holy One. 
"fcie preserved for me and for the Church of 
^jod, ill good health, happy in the Lord, and 
^Ever praying for me. 

LETTER CXCL' 

7> Amphilochius, biihop of Iconium.* 

On reading the letter of your reverence I 
heartily thanked God. I did so because I 
found in your expressions traces of ancient 
affection. You are not like the m.-ijority. 
You did not persist in refusing to begin nn 
aifjctiouate correspondence. You have 
learned the greatness of the prize promised 
to the saints for humility, and so you have 
chos.:ii, by taking the second place, to get 
before me. Among Christians such are tlic 
conditions of victory, and it is he who is 
content to take the second place who wins a 
crown. But I must not be behindhand in 
this virtuous rivalry, and so I thus salute 
your reverence in return; and inform you as to 
how I am minded, in that, since agreement 
in the faith is estahlished among us,* there 
is nothing further to prevent our being one 
body and one spirit, as we have been calle<i 
in one hope of our calling.* It is for you, 
then, of your charity to follow up a good 
beginning, to rallv men of like mind to stand 
. at your side, and to appoint both time and 
place for meeCing. Thus, by God's grace, 
through innlual accommodation we may 
govern the Churches by the ancient kind ot I 
tove ; receiving as our own members brothers 
coming from the other side, sending as to 
our kin, and in torn receiving as from our 
own kin. Such, indeed, was once the boa^t 
of the Church. Brothers from each Church, 
travelling from one end of the world to the 
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other, wore provided with little tokens, 
nnd found all Ynen fathers and brothers. 
This is a privilege whereof, like all the rest, 
the enemy of Christ's Churches has roblied 
us. We are confined each in his own city, 
and every one looks at his neighbour with 
distrust. What more is to be said but that 
our love has grown cold,' whereby alone our 
Lord has told us that His disciples are dis- 
tinguished?' First of all, if you will, do 
you become known to one another, that I 
may know with whom I am to be in agree- 
ment. Thus by common consent we will fix 
on some place convenient to both, and, at a 
season suitable for travelling, we will hasten 
to meet one another ; the Lord will direct us 
in the way. Farewell. Be of good cheer. 
Pray for me. May you be granted to me 
by the grace of the Holy One.' 

LETTER CXCIL* 

To Sophroniut the Master. 

With your extraordinary zeal in good deeds 
you have written to me to say that you your- 
self owe me double thanks; first, for get- 
ting a letter from me, and secondly, for 
doing me a service. What thanks, then, 
must not I owe you, both for reading your 
most delightful words, and for finding what 
I hoped for so quickly accomplished I The 
message was exceedingly gratifying on its 
own account, but it gave me much greater 
gratification from the fact that you were the 
friend to whom I owed the boon. God 
grant that ere long I may see you, and re- 
turn you thanks in ^ords, and enjoy the 
great pleasure of your society. 

LETTER CXCIIL' 

To Meletius the Physician. 

I AM not able to flee ^m the discomforts 
of winter so well as cranes are, although for 
foreseeing the future I am quite as clever as 
a crane. But as to liberty of life the birds 
are almost as far ahead of me as they are in 
the being able to fly. In the first place 1 have 
been detained by certain worldly business; 
ihen I have been so wasted by constant and 
violent attacks of fever that there does seem 
something thinner even than I was, — I am 
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thinner than ever. Besides all this, bouts of 
quartan ague have gone 8n for more than 
twenty turns. Now I do seem to be free 
from fever, but I am in such a feeble state 
tliat I am no stronger than a cobweb. Hence 
the shortest journey is too far for me, and 
every breath of wind is more dangerous to 
me than big waves to those at sea. I have 
no alternative but to hide in my hut and wait 
for spring, if only I can last out so long, and 
am not carried off beforehand ' by the inter- 
nal malady of which I am never rid. If the 
Lord saves me with His mighty hand, I 
shall gladly betake myself to your remote 
region, and gladly embrace a friend so dear. 
Only pray that my life may be ordered as may 
be best for my soul's good. 

LETFER CXCIV.' 

To Zoilus. 

What are you about, most excellent sir, 
in anticipating me in humility.? Educated 
as you are, and able to write such a letter as 
you have sent, you nevertheless ask for for- 
giveness at my hands, as though you were 
engaged in some undertaking rash and be- 
yond your position. But a truce to mockery. 
Continue to write to me on every occasion. 
Am I not wholly illiterate? It is delightful 
to read the letters of an eloquent writer. 
Have I learned from Scripture how good a 
thing is love? I count intercourse with a 
loving friend invaluable. And I do hope 
that you may tell me of all the good gifts 
which I pray for you ; the best of health, 
and the prosperity of all your house. Now 
as to my own affairs, my condition is not 
more endurable than usual. It is enough to 
tell you this and you will understand the 
bad state of my health. It has indeed reached 
such extreme suffering as to be as diffi- 
cult to describe as to experience, if indeed 
your own experience has fallen short of mine. 
But it is the work of the good God to give 
me power to bear in patience whatever trials 
are inflicted on me for my own good at thp 
hands of our merciful Lord. 

LETTER CXCV.« 

To EuphrontuSy bishop of Co Ionia Armenia. 

CoLONiA, which the Lord has placed under 
your authority, is far out of the way of 
ordinary routes. The consequence is that, 

> «rpoSiapira<r0MU€i' with two MSS. irpoSioMaoTOiuci' has 
better authority, but is bad Greek, and makes worse sense. 
• Placed in 375, » Placed in 375. 



although I am frequently writing to the rest 
of the brethren in Armenia Minor, I hesitate 
to write to your reverence, because I have 
no expectation of finding any one to convey 
my letter. Now, however, that I am hop- 
ing either for your presence, or that my let- 
ter will be sent on to you by some of the 
bishops to whom I have written, I thus write 
and salute you by letter. I wish to tell you 
that I seem to be still alive, and at the same 
time to exhort you to pray for me, that the 
Lord may lessen my afflictions, and lift from 
me the heavy load of pain which now 
presses like a cloud upon my heart. I 
shall have this relief if He will only grant a 
quick restoration to those godly bishops who 
are now punished for their faithfulness to 
true religion by being scattered all abroad. 

LETTER CXCVI.> 

To Aburgius. 

Rumour, messenger of good news, is 
continually reporting how you dart across, 
like the stars, appearing now here, now there, 
in the barbarian regions; now supplying the 
troops with provisions, now appearing in 
gorgeous array before the emperor. I pray 
God that your doings may prosper as they 
deserve, and that you m«av achieve eminent 
success. I pray that, so long as I live and 
breathe this air, (for my life now is no 
more than drawing breath), our country 
may from time to time behold you. 

LETTER CXCVIL« 

To Ambrose^ bishop of Milan? 

I. The gifls of the Lord are ever great 
and many; in greatness beyond measure, 
in number incalculable. To those who are 
not insensible of His mercy one of the great- 
est of these gifts is that of which* I am now 
availing myself, the opportunity allowed us, 
far apart in place though we be, of address- 
ing one another by letter. He grants us two 
means of becoming acquainted ; one by per- 
sonal intercourse, another by epistolary cor- 
respondence. Now I have becomeacquainted 
with you through what you have said. I do 
not mean that my memory is impressed with 
your outward appearance, but that the beauty 
of the inner man has been brought home to 
me by the rich variety of your utterances, for 

» Placed in 375. « Placed in 375. 

s Ambrose was placed in the archrepiscopate of Milan in 
374. The letter of Basil is in reply to a request Uie for restnra- 
tion to his native city of the relics of St. i)ionysias of Milan, 
who died in Cappadoda in 374. cf, Ath., Ep, ad Sol.', Amb. 
iU. 930. 



eacii of lis " speakt-th out of the abundance 
of tho heart." ' I have given glory to God. 
Who in eveiy gener.itioii selects those wlit 
are well-pleasing to Him; Who of old indeed 
chose Irom the sheeplold a prince for His 
people;' Who through tlie Spirit gifted 
Amos the herdninii with power nnd niiscd 
him lip to be a prophet ; Wlio now has drawi 
forth fir the cnre of Christ's flook n m:ii 
from the imperial city, entrusted with thi 
government of a whole nation, exalted ii 
chnractcr, in lineage, in position, in elo- 
quence, in rU that this worldadmircs. Thi: 
same man has flung away all the ndvantnges 
of the world, counting them all loss that he 
may. gain Christ,' and has taken in his hand 
the helm of the ship, great and famous f 
iU faith in God, the Church of Chrii 
Come, then, O man of God ; not from im 
have vou received or been taught the GosptI 
of Christ; it is the Lord Himself who ha- 
transferred you from the judges of the earth 
to the throne of the Apostles ; fight the good 
fight ; heal the infirmity of the people, if any 
are infected by the disease of Arian madness ; 
renew the ancient footprints of the Fathers. 
Vou have laid the foundation of affection 
towards me; strive to build upon it by the 
frequency of your salutations. Thus shall 
we be able to l>e near one another in spirit, 
although our earthly homes are far apart. 

2. By your earnestness and zeal in the 
matter of the blessed bishop Dionysius you 
testify all your love to the Lord, your honour 
for your predecessors, and your zeal for the 
faith. For our dispoMtinn towards our faith- 
ful fellow-servants is referred to the Lord 
Whom they have served. Whoever honours 
men ihat have contended for the faith proves 
that he has like zeal for it. One single 
action is proof of much viiiue. 

I wish to acquaint your love in Christ that 
the very zealous brethren ^ho have been 
commissioned by your reverence to act for 
you in this good work have won praise for 
all the clergy by the amiability of their 
manners ; for by their individual modesty 
and conciliatoriness thev have shewn the 
sound condition of all. Moreover, with all 
zeal and diligence they have braved an in- 
clement season ; and with unbroken perse- 
verance have persuaded ihe faithful guardians 
of the blessed lx>dy to transmit to them the 
custodv of what they have regarded as the 
safeguard of their lives. And you must un- 
derstand that th^v are men who would never 
have been forced by any human authority 
or sovereignty, had not the perseverance of 



ERS. 235 

these brethren moved them to compliance. 
No doubt a great aid to the attainment of the 
object desired was the presence of our well 
iietoved and reverend son Therasius the 
presbyter. He voluntitrilv undertook all the 
toil of the journey ; he moderated the energy 
of the faithful on the spot; he persnadcd op- 
ponents by his arguments ; in the presence of 
priests and de.icons, and of many others who 
fear the Lord, he took up the relics with all 
becoming reverence, and has aided the 
brethren in their prcscivaiion. These relics 
do yon receive with a joy equivalent to the 
distress with which their custodians have 
parted with them and sent them to you. 
Let none dispute; let none doubt. Here 
you have that unconquered athlete. These 
bones, which shared in the conflict with the 
blessed soul, are known to the Lord. These 
bones He will crown, together with that 
soul, in the righteous day of His requital, as 
it is written, "we must stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that each ni.iy give 
an account of the deeds he has done in the 
body."' One coflin held that honoured 
cor|)se. None other lay by his aide. The 
burial was a noble one ; the honours of a 
martyr were paid him. Christians who had 
welcomed him as a guest and then with iheir 
own hands laid him in the grave, have now 
disinterred him. They have wept as men 
bereaved of a father and a champion. But 
they have sent him to you, for ihey put your 
joy before their own consolation. Pious 
were the hands that gave ; scrupulously care- 
ful were the hands that received. There has 
been no room for deceit ; no room for guile. 
I bear witness to this. Let the untainted 
truth be accepted by you. 



LETTER CXCVIII.' ; 

To Eusebius, bishop of Samosala. 

APTERtheletter conveyed to me by the offi- 
ciales' 1 have received one other despatched 
to me later. I have not sent many myself, for 
I have not found any one travelling in your 
But I have sent more than the 
■, among which also were those conveyed 
ie from Samosata afler the first epistle of 
your holiness. These I have sealed and sent 
to our honourable brother Leontius, per^equa- 
torof Nicaja, urging that by his agency they 
may be delivered to the steward of the house- 
hold of our honourable brother Sophronius, 
tliat he may see to their trant 
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As my letters are going through many 
hands, it is likely enough that because one 
man is very busy or very careless, your 
reverence may never get them. Pardon me, 
then, I beseech you, if my letters are few. 
With your usual intelligence you have prop- 
erly found fault with me for not sending, as 
I ought, a courier of my own when there was 
occasion for doing so ; but you must under- 
stand that we have had a winter of such 
severity that all the roads were blocked till 
Easter, and I had no one disposed to brave 
the difficulties of the journey. For although 
our clergy do seem very numerous, they are 
men inexperienced in travelling because they 
never traffic, and prefer not to live far away 
from home, the majority of them plying 
sedentary crafls, whereby they get their daily 
bread. The brother whom 1 have now sent 
to your reverence I have summoned from 
the country, and employed in the conveyance 
of my letter to your holiness, that he may 
both give you clear intelligence as to me and 
my affairs, and, moreover, by God's grace, 
bring me back plain and prompt information 
about you and yours. Our dear brother 
Eusebius the reader has for some time been 
anxious to hasten to your holiness, but I have 
kept him here for the weather to improve. 
Even now I am under no little anxiety lest 
his inexperience in travelling may cause him 
trouble, and bring on some illness; for he is 
not robust. 

2. I need say nothing to you by letter 
about the innovations of the East, for the 
brothers can themselves give you accurate in- 
formation. You must know, my honoured 
friend, that, when I was writing these words, 
I was so ill that I had lost all hope of life. 
It is impossible for me to enumerate all my 
painful symptoms, my weakness, the violence 
of my attacks of fever, and my bad health in 
general. One point only may be selected. 
I have now completed the time of my sojourn 
in this miserable and painful life. 



LETTER CXCIX." 

CANONICA SECUNDA. 

To AmphiiochiuSf concerning the Canons. 

I WROTE some time ago in reply to the 
questions of your reverence, but I did not 
send the letter, partly because from my long 
and dangerous illness I had not time to do 
so ; partly because I had no one to send with 
it. I have but few men with me who are 
experienced in travelling and fit for service 

» Placed in 375. 



of this kind. When you thus learn the 
causes of my delay, forgive me. I have 
been quite astonished at your readiness 
to learn and at your humility. You arc 
entrusted with the office of a teacher, and 
yet you condescend to learn, and to learn 
of me, wlio pretend to no great know- 
ledge. Nevertheless, since you consent, on 
account of your fear of God, to do what 
another man might hesitate to do, I am 
bound for my part to go even beyond my 
strength in aiding your readiness and right- 
eous zeal. 

XVII. You asked me about the presbyter 
Bianor — can he be admitted among the 
clergy, because of his oath? I know that 
I have already given the clergy of Antioch 
a general sentence in the case of all those 
who had sworn with him; namely, that 
they should abstain from tlie public congre- 
gations, but might perform priestly functions 
in private.' Moreover, he has the further 
liberty for the performance of his minis- 
terial functions, from the fact that his sacred 
duties lie not at Antioch, but at Iconium ; 
for, as you have written to me yourself, he 
has chosen to live rather at the latter than at 
the former place. The man in question 
may, therefore, be received ; but your rever- 
ence must require him to shew repentance 
for the rash readiness of the oath which he 
took before the unbeliever,' being unable to 
bear the trouble of that small peril. 

XVIII. Concerning fallen virgins, who, 
after professing a chaste life before the Lord, 
make their vows vain, because they have 
fallen under the lusts of the flesh, our 

>The Ben. Ed. note: ** Sttpe vituj^rantur apud sanctot 
Patres^ qui sacra in privatis ttdibus $iv* domesttcis oraioriiM 
celebrant. Nine Jreueeus^ lib. iv. cap. a6, oportere ait eas, qui 
absistunt a principali succcssione et quocunque loco colligunt, 
suspectos habere, vel quasi ha;retlcos et malas senlentiae, vel 
quasi sdndentes et elatos et sibi placentes; aut narsus ut 
hypocritas quaestus gratia et vanae glorise hoc operantes. 
K'asilius, in Psalm xxvii. n. 3: Non igitur extra sanctnm 
banc aulam adorare oportet, sed intra ipsam, etc. Similia 
kabet Eusebius in eundem psalmum, p. 313. Sic etiam CyriUus 
Alexandrinus in libra adversus Antkropomorphitas^ cap. la, 
et in libra decimo De adarat.^ p. 3C6. Sed kts in locis per- 
spicuum est kttreticorum aut sckismaticorum svnago^as 
notarif vel quas vacat Basilius, can. 1. vapflurvfavlovaf, sive 
illicitos convenius a presbyteris aut episcopis rebellious kabt- 
tast aut a papulis disciplines expertibus. At interdum ^raroet 
causes suberant^ cur sacra in privatis etdibus impermissa nan 
essent.* ipsa persecutio necessitatem kujus rei setpe afferebat^ 
cum catkolici episcoporum hesreticorum communionem fu/fe- 
rent, ut Sebastiet ecclesiarum aditu prokiberentur. Minims 
ergo mirum, si presbyteris Antiockenis earn sacerdotii per- 
functionem Basil ius reliquit, quat et ad jurisjurandi relig. 
ionem et ad temporum molestias accammodfata vtdebatur. 
Synodus Laodicena vetat, can.jl&t in domibus fieri oblationcm 
ah episcopis vel {)resbytcris. Canon y. Trullanus id cieri- 
cis non inter dicit^ modo accedat eptscopi consensus. Non 
inusitata fuisse ejusmodi sacra in domesticis oratoriis con- 
firmat canon Basilii 37, ubi vetatur, ne presbyter illicitis 
nuptiis implicatus trivatim aut publics saceriotii munere 
fungatur. Eustathius Sebastenus Ancyret cum Arianis in 
domibus communicavitt ut ex pluribus Basilii epistolis disci- 
mus, cum aperiam ab eis communionem impetrare non posset.** 

« Videtur injidelis ille v ir unus aliquis fuisse ex polentiori- 
bus Arianis ejusque furor idcirco injiresbyteros Antiockenos 
incitatus quod hi ecclesiam absents Meletio referent, ac maxi- 
mam civium partem in iltiusjide et communions retimereui. 
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fathers, tenderly * and meekly making allow- 
ance for the infirmities of them that fall, 
laid down that they might be received after 
a year, ranking them with the digamists. 
Si rice, however, by God's grace the Church 
grows mightier as she advances, and the 
order of virgins is becoming more numerous, 
it is my judgment that careful heed should 
be given both to the act as it appears upon 
consideration, and to the mind of Scripture, 
which may be discovered from the context. 
Widowhood is inferior to virginity ; conse- 
quently the sin of the widows comes far 
behind that of the virgins. Let us see what 
Paul writes to Timothy. "The young 
widows refuse: for when they have begun 
to wax wanton against Christ, they will 
many ; having damnation because they have 
cast off their first faith." * If, therefore, a 
widow lies under a very heavy charge, as 
setting at naught her faith in Christ, what 
must we think of the virgin, who is the 
bride of Christ, and a chosen vessel dedi- 
cated to the Lord ? It is a grave fault even 
on the part of a slave to give herself away 
in secret wedlock and fill the house with 
impurity, and, by her wicked life, to wrong 
her owner ; but it is forsooth far more shock- 
ing for the bride to become an adulteress, 
and, dishonouring her union with the bride- 
groom, to yield herself to unchaste indul- 
gence. The widow, as being a corrupted 
slave, is indeed condemned; but the virgin 
comes under the charge of adultery. We 
call the man who lives with another man's 
ivife an adulterer, and do not receive him 
into communion until he has ceased from 
his sin ; and so we shall ordain in the case 
of him who has the virgin. One point, 
however, must be determined beforehand, 
that the name virgin is given to a woman 
who voluntarily devotes herself to the Lord, 
renounces marriage, and embraces a life 
of holiness. And we admit professions 
dating from the age of full intelligence.' 
For it is not right in such cases to admit the 
words of mere children. But a girl of sixteen 
or seventeen years of age, in full possession 
of her faculties, who has been submitted to 
strict examination, and is then constant, and 
persists in her entreaty to be admitted, may 
then be ranked among the virgins, her pro- 
fession ratified, and its violation rigorously 
punished. Many girls are brought forward 
by their parents and brothers, and other 
kinsfolk, before they are of full age, and 



» AvtAMf, with four MSS., a/. airAi*. ■ i Tim. v. 11, la. 




gutUur. 



have no inner impulse towards a celibate 
life. The object of the friends is simply to 
provide for themselves. Such women as 
these must not be readily received, before we 
have made public investigation of their own 
sentiments. 

XIX. I do not recognise the profession of 
men, except in the case of those who have 
enrolled themselves in the order of monks, 
and seem to have secretly adopted the 
celibate life. Yet in their case I think it 
becoming that there should be a previous 
examination, and that a distinct profession 
should be received from them, so that when- 
ever they may revert to the life of the pleas- 
ures of the fiesh, they may be subjected to 
the punishment of fornicators. 

XX. I do not think that any condemna- 
tion ought to be passed on worpen who 
professed virginity while in heresy, and then 
afterwards preferred marriage. **What 
things soever the law saith, it saith to them 
who are under the law." ' Those who have 
not yet put on Christ's yoke do not recog- 
nise the laws of the Lord. They are there- 
fore to be received in the church, as having 
remission in the case of these sins too, as of 
all, from their faith in Christ. As a general 
rule, all sins formerly committed in the 
catechu menical state are not taken into 
account.' The Church does not receive 
these persons without baptism ; and it is 
very necessary that in such cases the birth- 
rights should be observed. 

XXI. If a man living with a wife is not 
satisfied with his marriage and falls into 
fornication, I account him a fornicator, and 
prolong his period of punishment. Never- 
theless, we have no canon subjecting him to 
the charge of adultery, if the sin be committed 
against an unmarried woman. For the adul- 
teress, it is said, " being polluted shall be 
polluted," ' and she shall not return to her 
husband : and " He that keepeth an adulteress 
is a fool and impious." * He, however, who 
has committed fornication is not to be cut off 
from the society of his own wife. So the 
wife will receive the husband on his return 
from fornication, but the husband will expel 
the polluted woman from his house. The 
argument here is not easy, but the custom 
has so obtained.* 

* Rom. iii. iq. ^ ^ 

• *• Male An^li in Pandectis et alit interfireies reddnnt^ quw 
in catechu men ica viti fiunt. Non euim din't /iasilius ea non 
tuniri qua in koc statu peccantur, sed tantum peccata ant* 
oaptismum commissta bapiismo expiari^nec jam ease judicio 
ecclesiastico obuoxia. Hinc observat Zonaras nr>n pn^nare 
kunc canon em cum canone qninto Neocasariensi ^ in quo poena 
catechumen is peccantibus decernuntur. * ' 

» Jer. iii. i. ^ * Prov. xviii. aa, LXX. 

■ "ATon solus Basilins kanc consuetudinem secutus. Aurtor 
constitutionum apostolicarum sic loquitur lib. vi. ca/>. 14: 
Qyi corruptam retinet, naturae legem violat : quando quidcm 
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XXII. Men who keep women carried off 
by violence, if they carried them off when 
Vjetrothed to other men, must not be received 
before removal of the women and their res- 
toration to those to whom they were first 
contracted, whether they wish to receive 
them, or to separate from them. In the 
case of a girl who has been taken when not 
betrothed, she ought first to be removed, and 
restored to her own people, and handed over 
to the will of her own people whether 
parents, or brothers, or any one having 
authority over her. If they choose to give 
her up, the cohabitation may stand ; but, if 
they refuse, no violence should be used. 
In the case of a man havino^ a wife by se- 
duction, be it secret or by violence, he must 
be held guilty of fornication. The punish- 
ment of. fornicators is fixed at four years. 
In the first year they must be expelled from 
prayer, and weep at the door of the church ; 
in the second they may be received to ser- 
mon ; in the third to penance ; in the fourth 
to standing with the people, while they are 
withheld from the oblation. Finally, they 
may be admitted to the communion of the 
good gift. 

XXII [. Concerning men who marry two 
sisters, or women who marry two brothers, 
a short letter of mine has been published, 
of which I have sent a copy to your rever- 
ence.' The man who has taken his own 
brother's wife is not to be received until he 
have separated from her. 

XXIV. A widow whose name is in the 
list of widows, that is, who is supported* by 
the Church, is ordered by the Apostle to be 
supported no longer when she marries.' 

There is no special rule for a widower. 
The punishment appointed for digamy may 
suffice. If a widow who is sixty years of 
age chooses again to live with a husband, 
she shall be held unworthy of the commun- 
ion of the good gift until she be moved no 
longer by her impure desire. If we reckon 
her before sixty years, the blame rests with 
us, and not with the woman. 

XXV. The man who retains as his wife 



gni ret in ft adulteram^ stultns rst rt i •*>/>/ tts. Abscinde enim 
raw, inquit^ a carnibus tuis. Nam adjutrix non est, sed insid- 
iatrix, quas mcntem ad aliuni dfclinurit. Lanon 8, l^eocasa. 
rienxis /ai'cis, quorum uxores adult erii convictat aditum ad 
ministtrium eccUsiasticnm claudit ; clericis depositioni.< 
pirnam irrogat^ si adulterant nolint di>»ittere. Canon 65 
Eliberitanus sic kabet : Si cujus clerid uxor fuerit m.-cchatn, 
et scierit cam maritus suus mxchari, ct non earn stntiin pro- 
jecerir, nee in fine Rccipiat cnmmunionem. Nermas lib. i, r . 2, 
adult era m ejici jubet^ aed tamen patnitentem recipi. S. Amj^ux. 
tiuus ad' liter ium legitimam esse dimittendi causam prouun- 
tiat^ sed non netessariam^ lib. ii. De Adulter, nuptiis, cap, 5, 
». M." 

> Probably Letter clx. to Diodorus is referred to. 

* :it.aKovovyLivr^v . So the Ben. Ed. Another possible ren- 
der! nj^ is " received into the order of deaconesses." 

* 1 Tim. V. II, la. 



the woman whom he has violated, shall be 
liable to the penalty of rape, but it shall be 
lawful for him to have her to wife. 

XXVI. Fornication is not wedlock, nor 
yet the beginning of wedlock. Wherefore 
it is best, if possible, to put asunder those 
who are united in fornication. If they are set 
on cohabitation, let them admit the penalty 
of fornication. Let them be allowed to live 
together, lest a worse thing happen. 

XXVII. As to the priest ignorantly in- 
volved in an illegal marriage,' I have made 
the fitting regulation, that he may hold his 
seat, but must abstain from other functions. 
For such a case pardon is enough. It is 
unreasonable that the man who has to treat 
his own wounds should be blessing another, 
for benediction is the imparting of holiness. 
How can he who through his fault, com- 
mitted in ignorance, is without holiness, 
impart it to another? Let him bless neither 
in public nor in private, nor distribute the 
body of Christ to others, nor perform any 
other sacred function, but, content with his 
seat of honour, let him beseech the Lord with 
weeping, that his sin, committed in igno- 
rance, may be forgiven. 

XXVIII. It has seemed to me ridiculous 
that any one should make a vow to abst.-iin 
from swine's flesh. Be so good as to teach 
men to abstain from foolish vows and prom- 
ises. Represent the use to be quite indiHer- 
ent. No creature of God, received with 
thanksgiving, is to be rejected.* The vow 
is ridiculous ; the abstinence unnecessary. 

XXIX. It is especially desirable that at- 
tention should be given to the case of per- 
sons in power who threaten on oath to do 
some hurt to those under their authority. 
The remedy is twofold. In the first place, 
let them be taught not to take oaths at ran- 
dom : secondly, not to persist in their wicked 
determinations. Any one who is arrested in 
the design of fulfilling an oath to injure 
another ought to shew repentance for the 
rashness of his oath, and must not confirm 
his wickedness under the pretext of piety. 
Herod was none the better for fulfilling his 
oath, when, of course only to save himself 
from perjury, he became the prophet's mur- 
derer.' Swearing is absolutely forbidden,* 
and it is only reasonable that the oath which 
tends to evil should be condemned. The 
swearer must therefore change his mind, and 
not persist in confirming his impiety. Con- 
sider the absurdity of the thing a little further. 
Suppose a man to swear that he will put 
his brother's eves out : is it well for him to 

1 " • \tf«<r^«p y«f"r." tllicitas nuptiGS, 

* I Tim. iv. 4« * Matt. ziY. lo. * Matt. T. ^. 
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carry his oath into action? Or to commit 
murder? or to break any other command- 
ment? "I have sworn, and I will perform 
it,'* ' not to sin, but to " keep thy righteous 
judgments." It is no less our duty to undo 
and destroy sin, than it is to confirm the com- 
mandment by immutable counsels. 

XXX. As to those guilty of abduction 
we have no ancient rule, but I have expressed 
my own judgment. The period is three 
years ; • the culprits and their accomplices 
to be excluded from service. The act com- 
mitted without violence is not liable to pun- 
ishment, whenever it has not been preceded 
by violation or robbery. The widow is in- 
dependent, and to follow or not is in her 
own power. We must, therefore, pay no 
heed to excuses. 

XXXI. A woman whose husband has 
gone away and disappeared, and who marries 
another, before she has evidence of his death, 
commits adultery. Clerics who are guilty 
of the sin unto death ' are degraded from 
their order, but not excluded from the com- 
munion of the laity. Thou shalt not punish 
twice for the same fault.* 

XXXIII. Let an indictment for murder 
be preferred against the woman who gives 
birtn to a child on the road and paj's no at- 
tention to it. 

XXXI V. Women who had committed 
adultery, and confessed their fault through 
piety, or were in any way convicted, were 
not allowed by our fathers to be publicly ex- 
posed, that we might not cause their death 
after conviction. But they ordered that they 
should be excluded from communion till 
they had fulfilled their term of penance. 

XXXV. In the case of a man deserted by 
his wife, the cause of the desertion must be 
tnken into account. If she appear to have 
abandoned him without reason, he is deserv- 
ing of pardon, but the wife of punishment. 
Pardon will be given to him that he may 
communicate with the Church. 

XXXVI. Soldiers* wives who have mar- 
ried in their husbands' absence will come 
under the same principle as wives who, 
when their husbands have been on a journey, 
have not waited their return. Their case, 
however, does admit of some concession 
on the ground of there being greater reason 
to suspect death. 

1 P». cxix. 106. 

* The Ben. E.I. point out that in Canon xxii. four ]rears is 
the allotted period, as in the case of fornicators. 

* St. Basil on Isaiah iv. calls sins wilfully committed after 
full knowledj^e ** sins unto death." Rut in the 5t»me com- 
mentary he applies the same designation to sin^ which lead to 
hell. The sense to be applied to the phrase in Canon xxxii. is 
to be learnt, according to the Ben. note, from Canons Ixix. and 
Ixx., where a less punishment is assigned to mere wilful sins 
onto death th.in ia Canon xxxii. * Nahum i. 9, LXX. 



XXXVIT. The man who marries after 
abducting another man's wife will incur the 
charge of adultery for the first case; but for 
the second will go free. 

XXXVIII. Girls who follow against their 
fathers* will commit fornication ; but if their 
fathers are reconciled to them, the act seems 
to admit of a remedy. They are not how- 
ever immediately restored to communion, 
but are to be punished for three years. 

XXXIX. The^ woman who lives with 
an adulterer is an adulteress the whole time.* 

XL. The woman who yields to a man 
against her master's will commits fornication ; 
but if afterwards she accepts free marriage, 
she marries. The former case is fornication ; 
the latter marriage. The covenants of persons 
who are not independent have no validity. 

XLI. The woman in widowhood, who 
is independent, may dwell with a husband 
without blame, if there is no one to prevent 
their cohabitation ; for the Apostle says ; 
*' but if her husband be dead, she is at lib- 
erty to be married to whom she will ; only 
in the Lord.'" 

XLII. Marriliges contracted without the 
permission of those in authority, are forni- 
cation. If neither father nor master be 
living the contracting parties are free from 
blame ; just as if the authorities assent to the 
cohabitation, it assumes the fixity of marriage. 

XLIII. He who smites his neighbour to 
death is a murderer, whether he struck first 
or in self defence. 

XLIV. The. deaconess who commits 
fornication with a heathen may be received 
into repentance and will be admitted to the 
oblation in the seventh vear ; of course if 
she be living in chastity. The heathen 
who, after he has believed, takes to idolatry, 
returns to his vomit. We do not, however, 
give up the body of the deaconess to the use 
of the flesh, as being consecrated. 

XLV. If any one, after taking the name 
of Christianity, insults Christ, he gets no 
good from the name. 

XLVI. The woman who unwillingly 
marries a man deserted at the time by his 
wife, and is afterwards repudiated, because 
of the return of the former to him, com- 
mits fornication, but involuntarily. She will, 
therefore, not be prohibited from marriage ; 
but it is better if she remain as she is.' 

XL VII. EncratitaB,* Saccophori,* and 

^ Or, according* to another reading*, in every way. 

• I Cor. vii. 39. 

■This is Can. xciii. of the Council In TniUo. 

* Generally reckoned rather as Manichxans than as here 
by Bxsil as Marcionites, but dualism was common to both 
systems. 

*A Manichnean sect, who led a solitary life. Death is 
threatened against them in a law of Theodosius dated AJO. 



240 



BASIL. 



ApotactitaB ' are not regarded in the same 
manner as Novatians, since in their case a 
canon has been pronounced, although differ- 
ent ; while of the former nothing has been 
said. All these I re-baptize on the same 
principle. If among you their re-baptism is 
forbidden, for the sake of some arrangement, 
nevertheless let my principle prevail. Their 
heresy is, as it were, an offshoot of the Mar- 
cionites, abominating, as they do, marriage, 
refusing wine, and callpg God's creature 
polluted. We do not therefore receive them 
into the Church, unless they be baptized 
into our baptism. Let them not say that 
they have been baptized into Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost, inasmuch as they make 
God the author of evil, after the example of 
Marcion and the rest of the heresies. 
Wherefore, if this be determined on, more 
bishops ought to meet together in one place 
and publish the canon in these terms, that 
action may be taken without peril, and 
authority given to answers to questions of 
this kind. 

XL VIII. The woman who has been 
abandoned by her husband, ought, in my 
judgment, to remain as she is. The Lord 
said, *' If any one leave* his wife, saving for 
the cause of fornication, he causeth her to 
commit adultery ; " ' thus, by calling her 
adulteress. He excludes her from intercourse 
with another man. For how can the man 
being guilty, as having caused adultery, and 
the woman, go without blame, when she is 
called adulteress by the Lord for having in- 
tercourse with another man ? 

XLIX. Suffering violation should not be 
a cause of condemnation. So the slave girl, 
if she has been forced by her own master, is 
free from blame. 

L. There is no law as to trigamy: a 
third mairiage is not cdntracted by law. 
We look upon such things as the defile- 
ments of the Church. But we do not sub- 
ject them to public condemnation, as being 
better than unrestrained fornication.* 

LETTER CC* 

To Amphilochius ^ bishop of Iconium. 

I AM attacked by sickness after sickness, 
and all the work given me, not only by the 



^3a {Cod. Theod, li'h. xvl. ///. 5, leg^» 9), identified by the Ben. 
EJ. with the Hydroparaslut?e. 

> A Manichaean sect. r/. Epiphanius ii. iS. In the work of 
Macarius Magnes, published in Paris 1S76, they are identified 
with the Encratites. 

* KiraAiir;7 for airoXvvyi, ■ Matt. v. 3a. 

* cf. however Canon iv., where trioramy is called polvgmny 
or at best a limitci fornication, and those guilty of it subjected 
to exclusion from the Eucharist. ' i'laced in 375. 



affairs of the Church, but by those who are 
troubling the Church, has detained me 
during the whole winter, and up to the 
present time. It has been therefore quite 
impossible for me to send any one to you or 
to pay you a visit. I conjecture that you 
are similarly situated; not, indeed, as to 
sickness, God forbid; may the Lord grant 
you continued health for carrying out His 
commandments. But I know that the care 
of the Churches gives you the same distress 
as it does me. I was now about to send 
some one to. get me accurate information 
about your condition. But when my well 
beloved son MeletiuSi who is moving the 
newly enlisted troops, reminded me of the 
opportunity of my saluting you by him, I 
gladly accepted the occasion to write and 
had recourse to the kind services of the con- 
veyor of my letter. He is one who may 
himself serve instead of a letter, both be- 
cause of his amiable disposition, and of his 
being well acquainted with all which con- 
cerns me. By him, then, I beseech your 
reverence especially to pray for me, that 
the Lord may grant to me a riddance from 
this troublesome body of mine; to His 
Churches, peace; and to you, rest; and, 
whenever you have settled the affairs of 
Lycaonia in apostolic fashion, as you have 
begun, an opportunity to visit also this 
place. Whether I be sojourning in the 
flesh, or shall have been already bidden to 
take my departure to the Lord, I hope that 
you will interest yourself in our part of the 
world, as your own, as indeed it is, strength- 
ening all that is weak, rousing all that is 
slotlfful and, by the help of the Spirit Which 
abides in you, transforming everything into 
a condition well pleasing to the Lord. My 
very honourable sons, Meletius and Melitius. 
whom you have known for some time, and 
know to be devoted to yourself, keep in 
your good care and pray for them. This is 
enough to keep them in safety. Salute in 
my name, I beg you, all who are with your 
holiness, lK>th all the clergy, and all the laity 
under your pastoral care, and my very 
religious brothers and fellow ministers. 
Bear in mind the memory of the blessed 
martyr Eupsychius, and do not wait for mo 
to mention him again. Do not take pains 
to come on the exact day, but anticipate 
it, and so give me joy, if I be yet living 
on this earth. Till then may you, by the 
grace of the Holy One, be preserved for 
me and for God's Churches, enjoying 
health and wealth in the Lord, and praying 
for me. 
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LETTER CCL 

To Amphilochius^ bishop of Jconium* 

I LONG to meet you for many reasons, 
that I may have the benefit of your advice 
in the matters I had in hand, and that on 
beholding you after a long interval I may 
have some comfort for your absence. But 
since both of us are prevented by the same 
reasons, you by the illness which has be- 
fallen you, and I by the malady of longer 
standing which has not yet left me, let us, 
if you will, each forgive the other, that both 
may free ourselves from blame. 



LETTER CCn. 

To Amphiiochiusy bishop of Iconium. 

Under other circumstances I should think 
it a special privilege to meet with your rev- 
erence, but above all now, when the busi- 
ness which brings us together is of such great 
importance. But so much of my illness as 
still clings to me is enough to prevent my 
stirring ever so short a distance. I tried to 
drive as far as the martyrs ' and had a re- 
lapse almost into my old state. You must 
therefore forgive me. If the matter can be 
put off for a few days, I will, by God's jjrace 
loin you, and share your anxieties. If the 
Dusiness presses, do, by God's help, what has 
to be done ; but reckon me as present with 
you and as participating in your wortliy 
deeds. May you, by the grace of the Holy 
One, be preserved to God's Church, strong 
and joyous in the Lord, and praying for 
me. 

LETTER CCIIL* 

To the bishops of the sea coast} 

I HAVE had a strong desire to meet you, 
but from time to time some hindrance has 



* Placed In .^7?. • Placed in 375. 

» Tillcinoiit conjectures t*iat the drive was t"> St. Eupsychiusi, 
but tlie day of St. Eupsvcliius fell in Scptemher. which the 
Bca. note thinks too late for the date of this letter. Ttie 
memorials of St. Julitta and St. G ^rJius were also near 
Cxsarea, but their days fell in Tanuarv, which the same note 
thinks too early. Gregory of T^y»sa (Nfitirne iii. p. 653) savs 
that there were more altars in Cappndocia than in all the 
world, Fo that we need have no difficulty in supposing some 
saint whose date would synchronize with the letter. Basil. 
however, may have tried to drive to the shrine of some martyr 
on some other day than tlie anniversary of his deatli. 

* Placvd in 375, 

* On this letter Newman notes that Eustathlus bronjfht 
about a separation of a portion of the coiist of Pontus from the 
Church of Cxsarea, which for a time cau«cd Basil great 
despondency, as if he were being' left solitary in all ChriNten^ 
dom, without communion with other places. With the advice 
of the hi<hops of Cappadocia, he addressed an cxpostuhilion 
with these 8cpar.iti>its for not comint^ to him. iCh, of the 
Tatkert^ n. o;.) 1 he portion of tlio translation or this letter 
sncloscd in brackets is Newman's. 



supervened and prevented my fulfilling my 
purpose. I have either been hindered by 
sickness, and you know well how, from my 
early manhood to my present old age, this 
ailment has been my constant companion, 
brought up with me, and chastising me, by 
the righteous judgment of God, Who ordains 
all things in wisdom ; or by the cares of 
the Church, or by struggles with the oppo- 
nents of the doctrines of truth. [Up to this 
day I live in much affliction and grief, hav- 
ing the feeling present before me, that you 
are wanting to me. For when God tells me, 
who took on Him His sojourn in the flesh 
for the very purpose that, by patterns of 
duty. He might regulate our life, and might 
by His own voice announce to us the Gospel 
of the kingdom, — when He says, ' By this 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye love one another,' and whereas the 
Lord left His own peace to His disciples as 
a farewell gift,* when about to complete the 
dispensation in the flesh, saying, ' Peace I 
leave with you. My peace I give^ou,' I can- 
not persuade myself that without love to 
others, and without, as far as rests with mc, 
peaceableness towards all, I can be called 
a worthy servant of Jesus Christ. I have 
waited a long while for the chance of your 
love paying us a visit. For ye are not igno- 
rant that we, being exposed to all, as rocks 
running out in the sea, sustain the fury of 
the heretical waves, which, in that they 
break around us, do not cover the district 
behind. I say *'we" in order to refer it, 
not to human power, but to the grace of 
God, Who, by the weakness of men shows 
llis power, as says tlie prophet in the person 
of the Lord, ' Will ye not fear Me, who 
have placed the sand as a boundary to the 
sea? ' for by the weakest and most contempt- 
ible of all things, the sand, the Mighty One 
has bounded the great and full sea. Since, 
then, this is our position, it became your love 
to be frequent in sending true brothers to 
visit us who labour with the storm, and 
more frequently letters of love, partly to con- 
firm our courage, partly to correct any mis- 
take of ours. For we confess that we are 
liable to numberless mistakes, being men, 
and living in the flesh.] 

2. But hitherto, very honourable breth- 
ren, you have not given me my due; and 
this for two reasons. Either you failed to 
perceive the proper course ; or else, under 
the influence of some of the calumnies spread 
abroad about me, you did not think me de- 
serving of being visited by you in love. 

^ c^inyptoy MpoK. <if» note on p. 46. 
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Now, therefore, I myself take the initiative. 
I beg to state that I am perfectly ready to 
rid myself, in your presence, of the charges 
urged against me, but only on condition that 
my revilers are admitted to stand face to face 
with me before your reverences. If I am 
convicted, I shall not deny my error. You, 
after the conviction, will receive pardon 
from the Lord for withdrawing yourselves 
from the communion of me a sinner. The 
successful accusers, too, will have their re- 
ward in the publication of my secret wicked- 
ness. If, however, you condemn me before 
you have the evidence before you, I shall be 
none the worse, barring the loss I shall sustain 
of a possession I hold most dear — your love : 
while you, for your part, will suffer the same 
loss in losing me, and will seem to be run- 
ning counter to the words of the Gospel : 
*' Doth our law judge any man before it 
hear him?" ' The revilcr, moreover, if he 
adduce no proof of what he says, will be 
shewn to have got nothing from his wicked 
l:in;^uage h^t a bad name for himself. For 
what name can be properly applied to the 
slanderer* except that which he professes 
to bear by tlie very conduct of which he is 
guilty? Let the rcvilcr, tlierefore, appear 
not as slanderer,' but as accuser ; nay, I will 
not call him accuser, I will rather regard him 
as a brother, admonisliing in love, and pro- 
ducing conviction for my amendment. And 
you must not be hearers of calumny, but 
triers of proof. Nor must I be left uncured, 
because my sin is not bcins^ made manifest. 

[3. Let not this consideration influence 
you. * We dwell on the sea, we are exempt 
from the suflerings of the generality, we 
need no succour from others ; so what is the 
good to us of foreign communion ? ' For the 
same Lord Who divided the islands from the 
continent by the sea, bound the island Chris- 
tians to those of the continent by love. No- 
thin^:, brethren, separates us from each other, 
but deliberate estrangement. We have one 
Lord, one faith, the same hope. The hands 
need each other ; the feet steady each other. 
The eves possess their clear apprehension 
from agreement. We, for our part, confess 
our own weakness, and we seek your fellow 
feeling. For we arc assured, that though ye 
are not present in body, yet by the aid of 
prayer, ye will do us much benefit in these 
most critical times. It is neither decorous 
before men, nor pleasing to God, that you 
should make avowals which not even the 
Gentiles adopt, which know not God. 
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Even they, as we hear, though the country 
they live in be sufficient for all things, yet, 
on account of the uncertainty of the future, 
make much of alliances with each other, and 
seek mutual intercourse as being advan- 
tageous to them. Yet we, the sons of 
fathers who have laid down the law that by 
brief notes the proofs of communion should 
be carried about from one end of the earth to 
the other, and that all should be citizens and 
familiars with all, now sever ourselves from 
the whole world, and are neither ashamed at 
our solitariness, nor shudder that on us is 
fallen the fearful prophecy of the Lord, 
* Because of lawlessness abounding, the love 
of the many shall wax cold.'] 

4. Do not, most honourable brethren, do 
not suffer this. Rather, by letters of peace 
and by salutations of love, comfort me for the 

Cast. You have made a wound in my heart 
yyour former neglect. Soothe its anguish, 
as it were, by a tender touch. Whether you 
wish to come to me, and examine for your- 
selves into the truth of what you hear of mv 
infirmities, or whether by the addition of 
more lies my sins are reported to you to be 
yet more grievous, I must accept even this. 
I am ready to welcome you with open hands 
and to offer myself to the strictest test, only 
let love preside over the proceedings. Or 
if you prefer to indicate any spot in your own 
district to which I may come and pay you 
the visit which is due, submitting myself, as 
far as may be, to examination, for the heal- 
ing of the past, and the prevention of slander 
for the future, I accept this. Although my 
flesh is weak, yet, as long as I breathe, I am 
responsible for the due discharge of every 
duty which may tend to the edification of 
the Churches of Christ. Do not, I beseech 
you, make light of my entreaty. Do not 
force me to disclose my distress to others. 
Hitherto, brethren, as you are well aware, I 
have kept my grief to myself, for I blush to 
speak of your alienation from me to those of 
our communion who are at a distance. I 
shrink at once from paining them and from 
gratifying those who hate me. I alone am 
writing this now; but I send in the name of 
all the brethren in Cappadocia, who have 
charged me not to employ any chance mes- 
senger, but some one who, in case I should, 
from my anxiety not to be too prolix, leave 
out any points of importance, might supply 
them with the intelligence wherewith God 
has gifted him. I refer to my beloved and 
reverend fellow presbyter Fetrus. Welcome 
him in love, and send him forth to me in 
peace, that he may be a messenger to me of 
good things. 



LETrER CCIV.' 
To fhe Neocxsarcans* 

1 . [Therb has been a long silence on both 
ftides, revered and well-beloved brethren, 
just as if there were angry feelings between 
us. Vet who is there so sullen nnd implaca- 
ble towards the p^irty which h;is injured him, 
as to lengthen out the resentment which has 
begim in disg'ist through almost a whole life 
of man?] 'I'his [is happening in our case, 
no just occasion ot estrangement existing, as 
far ns I myself know, but on the contrary, 
there being, from the first, many strong 
reasons for the closest friendship and unity- 
The greatest and first is this, our Lord's 
command, pointedly saying, " By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples ifye 
have love one to another."'] Again, the 
apostle clearly seta before us the good of 
chari^ where he tells us that love is tlie ful- 
filling of the law;' and again where he says 
that charity is a good thing to be preferred lo 
all great and good things, in the words, 
" Though I speiik with tongues of men and 
of angels and have not charity, I am become 
■IS sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. And 
though I have the gift of prophecy and 
understand all mysteries, and all knowledge ; 
and though I have all faith, so that I could 
remove mounfciins, and have not chanty, I 
am nothing. And though I bestow all my 
goods to feed the poor and though I give my 
body to be burnt and have not charity, it 
proRteth me nothing.'" Not that each of 
the points enumcr.ited could be performed 
without love, bnt that the Holy One wishes, 
as He Himself has said, to attribute to the 
commandment super-eminent excellency by 
the figure of hyperbole.* 

2. [Next, if it tend much towards inti- 
m.icy to have the same teachers, tht-ru are 
to you and to me the same teachers of 
Goii's mysteries, and spiritual Fathers, who 
from the beginning were the founders of 
your Church. I mean the great Greg- 
ory, and all who succeeding in order to 
the throne of your episcopate, like stars 
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rising one after another, have tracked tlie 
same course, so as to leave the tokens of 
the heavenly polity most clear to all who 
desire them.] And if nalural relationships 
are not to be despised, hut are greatly con- 
ducive to unbroken union and fellowship, 
these rights also exist naturally for voii and 
me. [Why is it, then, O venerable' among 
cities, for through yon I address the whole 
citv, that no civil writing comes from you, 
no welcome voice, but _\our ears are open to 
those who aim at slander?] lam therefore 
the more bound to groan, the more I perceive 
the end they have in view. There is no 
doubt lis to who is the originator of the 
slander.' He is known by many evil deeds, 
but is best distinguished by this partictdar 
wickedness, and it is for tliis reason that the 
sin is made his name.* But you must put 
up with my plain speaking. You have 
opened bolh cars to my slanderers. Vou 
heartily welcome all }'ou hear without any 
enquirj". Not one of vou distinguishes be- 
tween lies and truth. Who ever suffered for 
lack of wicked accusations when striigsling 
all alone? Who was ever convicled of lying 
in the absence of his victim? What plea 
docs not sound plausible to the hearers when 
the revilcr persists that such and such is the 
case, and the reviled is neither present nor 
hears^vhat is urged against him? Does not 
even the accepted custom of this world teach 
you, in reference to these matters, that if any 
one is to be a fair and impartial hearer, he 
must not be entirely led away by the first 
speaker, but must wait for the defence of the 
accused, that so truth may be demonstrated by 
a comparison of the arguments on both sides? 
"Judgerighteous judgment." ' Thisprecept 
is one of those most necessary for Sidvation. 

3. When I say this I am not forgetful of 
the words of the Apostle, who fled from 
human tribunals and rcsci-ved the defence of 
all his life for the unerring judgment seat, 
when he said, " With me it is a very small 
thing that I should be judged of you or of 
man's judgment."' Your ears have been 
preoccupied by lying slanders, slanders that 
have touched mv conduct, slanders that have 
touched my faith in God, Nevertheless, 
knowing, as I do, that three persons at once 
are injured by the slanderer, his victim, his 
heiirer, nnd himself; as to my own wrong, I 
would have held my tongue, be sure: nut 
because I despise your good opinion, (how 
coidd I. writing now as I do and earnestly 
pleading as I do that I may not lose it?) but 



liaSoAx, The Utile pami 



ulk li aotnuilatiblB. 



244 



BASIL. 



because I see that of the three sufferers the 
one who is least injured is myself. It is true 
that I shall be robbed of you, but you are 
being robbed of the truth, and he who is at 
the bottom of all this is parting me from you, 
hut he is alienating himself from the Lord, 
inasmuch as no one can be brought near to 
the Lord by doing what is forbidden. Rather 
then for your sakes than for mine, rather 
to rescue you from unendurable wrong am 
I pleading. For who could suffer a worse 
calamity than the loss of the most precious 
of all thin2:s, the truth ? 

A, [What say I, brethren? Not that I am 
a smlcss person ; not that my life is not full 
of numberless faults. I know myself; and 
indeed I cease not my tears for my sins, if 
by any means I may be able to appease my 
God, and to escape the punishment threatened 
against'them. But this I say: let him who 
judges me, hunt for motes in my eye, if he 
can say that his own is clear.] I own, breth- 
ren, that I need the care of the sound and 
healthy, and need much of it. If he cannot 
say that it is clear, and the clearer it is the 
Idss will he say so — (for it is the part of 
the perfect not to exalt themselves ; if they 
do they will certainly come under the charge 
of the pride of the Pharisee, who, while 
justifying himself, condemned the publican), 
let hira come with me to the physician ; 
let him not "judge before the time until the 
Lord come, who both will bring to light the 
hidden things of darkness, and will make 
manifest the counsels of the hearts." * Let 
him remember the words, " Judge not, and 
ye shall not be judged ; " * and " Condemn 
not, and ye shall not be condemned." ' [In 
a word, brethren, if my offences admit of 
cure, why docs not such an one obey the 
teacher of the Churches, " Reprove, exhort, 
rebuke " ? * Jf, on the other hand, my iniquity 
be past cure^ why docs he not withstand me 
to the face, and, by publishing my transgres- 
sions, deliver the Churches from the mischief 
which I bring on them?] Do not put up 
with the calumny uttered against me within 
the teeth.* This is the abuse which any slave- 
girl from the grindstone might utter; this is 
the kind of fine shewin^-off you might ex- 
pect from any street vagabond ; their tongues 
are whetted for any slander. But [there are 
bishops ; let appeal be made to them. There 
is a clergy in each of God's dioceses;* let 

1 I Cor. iv. 5. • I.ukc vl. 37. 

• Mrttt.vii. I. * aTiin.iv.'a. 
■ >v* b66yTa» Ben. Lat., t'ltfra dentes. 

• The Greek is waj K<ti which is ixsed both for what is 
meant by the modem '• diocese " and by the modern " parish." 
Of the sense of diocese instances are quoted amoner others in 
D.C.A.f.v.** Parish/' from Iren.ad V\or\x\. apnd Eh xeb. /I.E. 
V. ao; and Alcxand. Alcxaudriu. £/, a/ud ThtoJortt, H.E. 



the most eminent be assembled. Let whoso 
will, speak freely, that I may have to deal 
with a charge, not a slancfer.] Let my 
secret wickedness be brought into full view ; 
let me no longer be hated, but admonished 
as a brother. It is more just that we sinners 
should be pitied by the blessed and the sin- 
less, than that we should be treated angrily. 

5. [If the fault be a point of faith, let the 
document be pointed out to me. Again, let 
a fair and impartial inquiry be appointed. 
Let the accusation be read ; let it be brought 
to the test, whether it does not arise from 
ignorance in the accuser, not from blame in 
the matter of the writing. For right things 
often do not seem such to those who are de- 
ficient in accurate judgment. £k][ual weights 
seem unequal when the arms of the balance 
are of different sizes.] Men whose sense of 
taste is destroyed Sy sickness, sometimes 
think honey sour. A diseased eye does not 
see many things which do exist, and notes 
many things which do not exist. The same 
thing frequently taked place with regard to 
the force of words, when the critic is inferior 
to the writer. The critic ought really to set 
out with much the same training and equip- 
ment as tlie author. A man ignorant of 
agriculture is quite incapable of criticising 
husbandry, and the distinctions between har- 
mony and discord can only be adequately 
judged by a trained musician. But any one 
who chooses will set up for a literary critic, 
though he cannot tell us where he went to 
school, or how much time was spent in his 
education, and knows nothing about letters at 
all. I see clearly that, even in the case of 
the words ' of the Holy Spirit, the investiga- 
tion of the terms is to be attempted not by 
every one, but by him who has the spirit of dis- 
cernment, as the Apostle has taught us, in the 
differences of gifts ; — '* For to one is g^ven 
by the Spirit the word of wisdom ; to another 
the word of knowledge by the same Spirit ; 
to anot'.ier faith by the same Spirit ; to another 
the gift of healing by the same Spirit; to 
another the working of miracles; to another 
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits.*** 
If, thcrctbre, my gifts are spiritual, he who 
wishes to judge them must shew proof of his 
own possession of the gift of " discerning of 
spirits." If, on the contrary, as he calumni- 
ously contends, my gifts are of the wisdom 
of this world, let hini shew that he is an 
adept in this world's wisdom, and 1 will 
submit myself to his verdict. And [let no 
one suppose that I am making excuses to 

> Ta'f Aoyo'f iTfev^^TtK aytov, the reading of the MSS. Bas. 
Sec. and Paris. The commoaer rcadin|f is Aoyiotf. 
* I Cor. xii. S-io. 
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evade the charge. I put it into your hands, 
dearest brethren, to investigate for yourselves 
the points alleged against me.] Are you so 
slow of intelligence as to be wholly depend- 
ent upon advocates for the discovery of the 
truth ? If the points in question seem to you 
to be quite plain of themselves, persuade the 
jesters to drop the dispute. [If tliere be 
anything you do not understand, put ques- 
tions to me, through appointed p>ersons who 
will do justice to me ; or ask of me explana- 
tions in writing. And take all kinds of 
pains that nothing may be left unsifted. 

6. What clearer evidence can there be ot 
my faith, than that I was brought up by my 
grandmother, blessed woman, who came 
from you? I mean the celebrated Macrina 
who taught me the words of the blessed 
Gregory ; which, as far as memory had pre- 
served down to her day, she cherished her- 
self, while she fashioned and formed me, 
while .yet a child, upon the doctrines of piety. 
And when I gained the capacity of thought, 
ray reason being matured by full age, I 
travelled over much sea and land, and whom- 
soever I found walking in the rule of godli- 
ness delivered, those I set down as fathers,] 
and made them my soul's guides in my 
journey to God. And up to this day, by the 
grace of Him who has called me in His holy 
calling to tlie knowledge of Himself, I know 
of no doctrine opposed to the sound teaching 
having sunk into my heart ; nor was my soul 
ever polluted by the ill-famed blasphemy of 
Arius. If I have ever received into com- 
munion any who have come from that teacher, 
hiding their unsoundness deep within them, 
or speaking words of piety, or, at any rate, 
not opposing what has been said by me, it is 
on these terms that I have admitted them; 
and I have not allowed my judgment con- 
cerning them to rest wholly with myself, 
but have followed the decisions given about 
them by our Fathers. For after receiving 
the letter of the very blessed Father Athana- 
sius, bishop of Alexandria, which I hold in my 
hand, and shew to any one who asks, wherein 
he has distinctly declared that anv one ex- 
pressing a wish to come over from the heresy 
of the Arians and accepting the Nicene 
Creed, is to be received without hesitation 
and difficulty, citing in support of his opinion 
the unanimous assent of the bishops of 
Macedonia and of Asia ; I, considering myself 
bound to follow the high authority of such a 
mrm and of those who made the rule, and 
with every desire on my own part to win the 
reward promised to peacemakers, did enroll 
in the lists of communicants all who ac- 
cepted that creed. 



7. [The fair thing would be to judge of 
me, not from one or two who do not walk 
uprightly in the truth, but from the multi- 
tude of bishops throughout the world, con- 
nected with me by the grace of the Lord. 
Make enquiries of Pisidians, Lycaonians, 
Isaurians, Phrygians of both provinces, Ar- 
menians your neighbours, Macedonians, Ach- 
sans, lUyrians, Gauls, Spaniards, the whole 
of Italy, Sicilians, Africans, the healthy part 
of Egypt, whatever is left of Syria ; all of 
whom send letters to me, and in turn receive 
them from me.] From these letters, alike 
from all which are despatched from them, 
and from all which go out from us to them, 
you may learn that we are all of one mind, 
and of one opinion. [Whoso shuns com- 
munion with me, it cannot escape your 
accuracy, cuts himself off from the whole 
Church. Look round about, brethren, with 
whom do you hold communion? If you will 
not receive it from me, who remains to ac- 
knowledge you? Do not reduce me to the 
necessity of counselling anything unpleasant 
concerning a Church so dear to me.] There 
are things now which I hide in the bottom of 
my heart, in secret groaning over and bewail- 
ing the evil days in which we live, in that 
the greatest Churches which have long been 
united to one another in brotherly love, now, 
without any reason, are in mutual opposi- 
tion. Do not, oh I do not, drive me to 
complain of these things to all who are in 
communion with nie. Do not force me to 
give utterance to words which hitherto I have 
kept in check hy reflection and have hidden 
in my heart. Better were it for me to be re- 
moved and the Churches to be at one, than 
that God's people should suffer such evil 
through our childish ill-will. [Ask your 
fathers, and they will tell you that though 
our districts were divided in position, yet in 
mind they were one, and were governed by 
one sentiment. Intercourse of the people 
was frequent; frequent the visits of the 
clergy ; the pastors, too, had such mutual 
aflTection, that each used the other as teacher 
and guide in things pertaining to the Lord.] 

LETTER CCV." 
To Elpidius the bishop} 

OxcE again'I have started the well-beloved 
presbyter Meletius to carry my greeting to 
you. I had positively determined to spare 
him, on account of the weakness which he 

> Placed in JJ75. 

> Of whiit 8tw is uncertain. He was in friendly rel'tttr>ns 
with Rnsii. and therefore wha not ia commuaioa with KusLi* 
thius of Sebaste. i^Lttter ccii.) 
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has voliintiirily brouglit upon himself, by 
bringing his body into subjection for the sake 
of the gospel of Christ. But I have judged 
it fitting to salute you by the ministry of such 
men as he is, able to supply of themselves all 
the shoi'tcoming^ of my leltei", and to become, 
alike to wi'iter ami recipient, a kind of living 
epistle. I nm also carrying out the very 
etixing wish, which he has always had, to see 
your excellency, ever since he has had ex- 
perience of the higli qualities you possess. 
So now [ have besovi^ht him to travel lo you, 
and through him I discharge the debt of the 
visit I owe you, and bcsi-cch you to pray for 
me and for the Church of God, that the Lord 
mny grant me deliverance fi^m the injuries 
of the enemies of the Gospel, and to pnss my 
life in peace and quiut. Nevertheless, if 
you in your wisdom, think it needful that 
we should travel to the same spot, and meet 
the rest of our right honourable ' brother 
bishops of the sea lx>ard regions, do you 
yourself point out a suitable place nnd lime 
where and when this meeting maj' take place. 
M/^rite to our brethren to thi: end that each 
and alt mav, at tiic appointed lime, leave the 
business they mav have in hand, and may be 
able to effect something for the edification of 
the Churches of God, do away with the pain 
which we now suffer from our mutual sus- 
l>icion3, and establish love, without which 
the Lord Himsclfhas ordained Ihatoljedicncc 
to every commandment must be of none 
effect. 

LETTER CCVL' 
To Elpidius the bishop. Consolatory. 

Now, most of nil, Ao I feel my bodily in- 
firmity, wht-n I see how it sLinds in the way 
of my soul's good. Had matters gone as I 
Imped, I should not now be speaking to you 
by letter or by messenger, but should in mv 
own person have been paying the debt of 
affection and enjoying spiritual advantage 
f.ice to face. Now, however, I am so situated 
that I am only too ghid if I am able even to 
move about in my own country in the ne- 
cessary visitation of parishes in my district. 
Dut may the Lord grant to you both strength 
and a ready will, and to me, in addition to 
my eager desire, ability to enjoy your society 
when I am in the coimlry of Com^ma. I am 
afraid lest your domtrslic tronbit may be some 
hindrance to you. For I have learnt of your 
affliction in the loss of your little boy- To a 
frnindfather bis de^th cannot but be grievous. 
On the other hand to a man who has attained 
to so high a dfgree of virtue, .nnd alike from 



his experience of this world and his spiritual 
training knows what human nature is. it is 
natural that the removal of those who arc 
near and dear should not be wholly jntoier- 
abie. The Lord requires from ns whal He 
does not require from every one. The com- 
mon mass of miinkind lives by habit, but the 
Christian's rule of life is the commandment of 
theLord. and the example of holy men of old, 
whose greiitness of sou! was, above all, ex- 
hibited m adversity. To the end, then, that 
you may yourself leave to them that come 
after you an example of fortitude and of 
genuine trust in what we hope for, show that 
you are not vanquished by your grief, but are 
rising above your sonows, patient in affliction, 
and rejoicing in hope. Pmy let none of these 
things be a hindrance to our hoped for meet- 
ing. Children, indeed, are held blamelcs.3 
on account of their tender age ; but yon and 
I are under the responsibility of sening the 
Lord, as He commands us. and in all things 
to be ready for the administration of tl;e 
affairs of the Churches. For the due dis- 
charge of that duty the Lord has rcs(.T\-ed 
great rewards for faithful and wise stewards. 

LETTER CCVIL' 

To the (Urgy of Neocasarea. 

You all concur in hating me. To a man 
you liave followed the leader of the war 
against me.* I was therefore minded to 
say not a word to any one, I determined 
that I would write no friendly letter ; that I^ 
would start no communication, but keep my 
sorrow in silence to myself. Yet it is wrong 
to keep silence in the face of calumny; not 
that by contradiction we may vindicate our- 
selves, but that we may not allow a lie to 
Ira vet further and its victims to be harmed. 
I have therefore thought it necessary to put 
this matter also before you all, and to write 
a letter to j-ou, although, when I recently 
wrote to all the presbylerate in common, you 
did not do me tlie honour to send me a reply. 
Do not, my brethren, gratify the vanity of 
those who are filling your minds with per- 
nicious o;>inions. Uu not consent to look 
lightlv on, when, to your knowledge, God's 
people are bfing subverted bv impious teach- 
ing. None but Sabelliiis the Libyan* and 
Marcelius the Galatian* h.tve dared to teach 
and \vrite wliat the leaders of your people 
are attempting to bring forward among you 
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as their own private discovery. They are 
making a great talk about it, but they are 
perfectly powerless to give their sophisms 
an'.l fallacies even any colour of truth. In 
their harangues against me they shrink from 
no wickedness, and persistently refuse to 
meet me. Why? Is it not because they 
are afraid of being convicted for their own 
wicked opinions? Yes; and in their attacks 
upon me they have become so lost to all 
sense of shame as to invent certain dreams 
to my discredit while they falsely accuse my 
teaching of being pernicious. Let them take 
upon their own heads all the visions of the 
autumn months; they can fix no blasphemy 
on me, for in every Church there are many 
to testify to the truth. 

2. When they are asked the reason for 
this furious and truceless war, they allege 
psalms and a kind of music varying from 
the custom which has obtained among you, 
and similar pretexts of which they ought to 
be ashamed. We are, moreover, accused 
because we maintain men in the practice of 
true religion who have renounced the world 
and all those cares of this life, which the 
Lord likens to thorns that do not allow the 
word to bring forth fruit. Men of this kind 
carry about in the body the deadness of 
Jesus ; they have taken up their own cross, 
and are followers of God. I would gladly 
give my life if these really were my faults, 
and if I had men with me owning me as 
teacher who had chosen this ascetic life. 
I hear that virtue of this kind is to be found 
now in Egypt, and there are, peradventure, 
' some men in Palestine whose conversation 
follows the precepts of the Gospel. I am 
told too that some perfect and blessed men 
are to be found in Mesopotamia. We, in 
comparison with the perfect, are children. 
But if women also have chosen to live the 
Gospel life, preferring virginity to wedlock, 
leading captive the lust of the flesh, and 
living in the mourning which is called blessed, 
they are blessed in their profession wherever 
they are to be found. We, however, have few 
instances of this to show, for with us people 
are still in an elementary stage and are be- 
ing gradually brought to piety. If any 
charges of disorder are brought against 
the life of our women I do not undertake to 
defend them. One thing, however, I do 
say and that is, that these bold hearts, these 
unbridled mouths are ever fearlessly uttering 
what Satan, the father of lies, has hitherto 
been unable to say. I wish you to know 
that we rejoice to have assemblies of both 
men and women, whose conversation is in 
heaven and who have crucified the flesh with 



the affections and lusts thereof; they take no 
thought for food and raiment, but remain un- 
disturbed beside their Lord, continuing night 
and day in prayer. Their lips spenk not of the 
deeds of men : they sing hymns to God contin- 
ually, working with their own hands that they 
may have to distribute to them that need. 

3. Now as to the charge relating to the 
singing of psalms, whereby my calumniators 
specially scare the simpler folk, my reply is 
this. The customs which now obtain are 
agreeable to those of all the Churches of God. 
Among us the people go at night to the house 
of prayer, and, in distress, affliction, and 
continual tears, making confession to God, 
at last rise from their prayers and begin to 
sing psalms. And now, divided into two 
parts, they sing antiphonally with one an- 
other, thus at once confirming their study of 
the Gospels,* and at the same time produc* 
ing for themselves a heedful temper and a 
heart free from distraction. Aflcrwards they 
again commit the prelude of the strain to one, 
and the rest take it up; and so after passing 
the night in various psalmody, praying at 
intervals as the day begins to dawn, all to- 
gether, as with one voice and one heart, 
raise the psalm of confession to the Lord, 
each forming for himself his own expressions 
of penitence. If it is for these reasons that 
you renounce me, you will renounce the 
Egyptians; you will renounce both Libyans, 
Thebans, Palestinians, Arabians, Phceni- 
cians, Syrians, the dwellers by the Euphra- 
tes ; in a word all those among whom vigils, 
prayers, and common psalmody have been 
held in honour. 

4. But, it is alleged, these practices were 
not observed in the time of the great Greg- 
ory. My rejoinder is that even the Lit- 
anies' which you now use were not used i:i 
his time. I do not say tliis to find fault with 
ydu ; for my prayer would be that every one 
of you should live in tears and continual 
penitence. We, for our part, are always 
oflering supplication for our sins, but we pro- 
pitiate our God not as you do, in the words 
of mere man, but in the oracles of the Spirit. 
And what evidence have you that tliis custom 
was not followed in the time of the great 
Gregory? You have kept none of his cus- 
toms up to the present time.' Gregory di I 
not cover his head at prayer. How could 

» t"»k \r>'>'<ov, cf, note on Thcodoret, p. i.^J. 

■ The Ben. note obicrvcn that in this p;issa8:e TJtanics do 
n'^t mean processions or suppHoations, but peniCcnltal prsiyers. 
The inierccss«)ry pravers which occur in the lilurjcy of St. 
BHsil, UA in the introductory part of other Greek liturgien, are 
not confined to quotations Crom Scripture. 

*Thi9 reproach api>ear8 to be in contradiction with the 
statement in the J>e Spiritu Sancto^ %'j\ (PiiK<:47). that the 
Church of Ncocaesarca nad rif^idly preservea the traditions of 
Gregory. The Beo. note would remove the discrepancy by 
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h«? He was :i true disciple of the Aposllel 
wlio says, '* Every man praying or prophesy- ' 
inof, having his head covered, disnououreth 
hia head." ' And " a man iiuleed ought not ' 
tj cover his head forasmuch as he is the 
image of God."* Oatlts were lihuimed by 
Gregory, ihat pure boul, worthy of thj 
f*.-llowship of the Holy Ghost, content with 
yea and nay, in accorditnce with the com- 
mandment of the Lord Who said, "I sav 
unto you swear not at all." ' Grcgorj could 
not bear to call his brother a fool,' for he 
stood in awe of the threat of the Lorii. 
Passion, v^rath, and biltemess never pro- 
ceeded out of his mouth. Railing he 
hatei], because it lends not to the kingdom 
of heaven. Envy and arrogance had been shut 
out of that guilfle^s soul. He would never 
have stood at the altar before being recon- 
ciled to his brother. A lit, or any word 
<lesigned to slander any one, he abominated, 
iis one who knew that lies come from the 
devil, and that the Lord will destroy all that 
uiicr a lie.' If you have none of these 
things, and are clear of all, then are you 
verily disciples of the disciple of the Lord. 
If not, beware lest, in your disputes about 
the mode of singing psalms, you are strain- 
ing at the gnat and setting at naught the 
greatest of the commandments. 

I have been driven to use these expres- 
sions by the urgency of my defence, that 
you may be taught to cast the beam out of 
your own eyes before you try to remove other 
men's motes. Nevertheless, I am conceding 
all, although there is nothing that is not 
searched into before God. Only let great 
matters prevail, and do not allow innovations 
in llie faith to make themselves heard. Do not 
disregard the hypostases. Do not deny the 
name of Christ. Do not put a wrong mean- 
ing on the words of Gregory. If you do 
so, as long ns I breathe and have the powtr 
of utterance, I cannot keep silence, when I 
see souls being thus destroyed. 

LETTER CCVIIL* 



You have been long silent, though you 
have very great power of speech, and ore 
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well trained in the art of conversation and 
of exliibiting yourself by your eloquence. 
Possibly it is Neouesarea which is the 
cause of your not writing to me. I suppose 
I must take it as a kindness if those who 
are there do not remember me, for, as I am 
informed by those who report what ihey 
hear, tbe mention made of me is not kintl. 
You, however, used to lie one of those wlio 
were disliked for my sake, not one of those 
who dislike me for the sake of otliers. I 
hope this description will continue to fit you, 
that wherever you are you will write to me, 
and Will have kindly thoughts of me, if you 
care at all for what is fair and right. It is 
certainly fair that those who have been first 
to show ufTection should be paid in their 

LETTER CCIX." 
Without address. 
It is your lot to share my distress, and to 
do battle on my behalf. Herein is proof of 
your manliness. God, who ordains our 
lives, grants to those who are capable of 
sustaining great lights greater opportunity 
of winning renown. You truly have risked 
your own life as a test of your valour in 
your friend's behalf, like gold in the furnace. 
I pray God that other men may be made 
belter; that you may remain what you are, 
and that you will not cease to find fault with 
me. as you do, and to charge me with not 
writing oflen to you, as a wrong on my part 
which docs you very great injury. This 
is an accusation oidy made by a friend. 
Persist in demanding the payment of such 
debts. I am not so very unreasonable in 
paying the claims of affection. 

LETTER CCX.»- 
To the notables of Neocmsarea. 
I AM really under no obligation to publish 
my own mind to you, or to state the reasons 
for my present sojourn where lam; it is not 
my custom to indulge in self advertisement, 
nor is the matter worth publicity. I am not, 
I think, following my own inclinations; lam 
answering the challenge of your leaders. I 
have always striven to be ignored more ear- 
nestly than popularity hunters strive after 
notoriety. But, I am told, the ears of every- 
body in your town are set a thrilling, while 

~;'PJJ^^^37S~ r «ri=r lh= C"m n,flinn nf Ih. r. 

SfirilM Sanrla. ' It uppnnnUy ijrnchrnniiM iviih LtlUr 
ccixlli., In which Bniill mon dlrnrtlj rcnel> thnir caluinnio n( 
Ihc venatlle EuIUthlui nt SetnsU vhich he hnd bnrnc ia 
tllenn lor lhi« Man. On Anneil, from which In wcilsl, 
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LETTERS. 



249 



€61*13111 tide-mongers, creators of lies, hired for 
this very work, are giving you a history of 
me and my doings. I therefore do not think 
that I ought to overlook your being exposed 
to the teaching of vile intention and foul 
tongue; I think that I am bound to tell you 
myself in what position I am placed. From 
my childhood I have been familiar with this 
spot, for here I was brought up by my 
grandmother; * hither I have often retreatecf, 
and here I have spent many years, when 
endeavouring to escape from the hubbub of 
public affairs, for experience has taught me 
that the quiet and solitude of the spot are 
favourable to serious thought. Moreover 
as my brothers* are now living here, I 
have gladly retired to this retreat, and have 
taken a brief breathing time from the press 
of the labours that beset me, not as a centre 
from which I might give trouble to others, 
but to indulge my own longing. 

2. Where then is the need of havinor re- 
course to dreams and of hiring their inter- 
preters, and making me matter for talk over 
the cups at public entertainments? Had 
slander been launched against me in any 
other quarter, I should have called you to 
witness to prove what I think, and now I ask 
every one of you to remember those old days 
when I was invited by your city to take 
charge of the education of the young, and 
a deputation of the first men among you 
came to see me.' Afterwards, when you all 
crowded round me, what were you not ready 
to g^ve ? what not to promise ? Nevertheless 
you were not able to keep me. How then 
could I, who at that time would not listen 
when you invited me, now attempt to thrust 
myself on you uninvited ? How could I, who 
when you complimented and admired me, 
avoided you, have been intending to court 
you now that you calumniate me? Nothing 
of the kind, sirs ; I am not quite so cheap. 
No man in his senses would go on board a 
boat without a steersman, or get alongside 
a Church where the men sitting at the helm 

1 Macrina. at her residence at Annesi. 

^ cf^ A/, ccxvi., where he spe.iks of g'oine to the house of 
his brother Peter near Neocaesarca. One of^he five brothers 
apparently died young, as thu prop<'rty^ of the elder Basil was 
at his deatli, before 340, dividea into nine portions, i.e. amoni^i^ 
the five daughters and four surviving sons, the youngest, 
Peter, beint; then an infant. (Greg, ^fyss. Vila Mac, 1S6.) 
Naucratius, the second son, was killed bv an accident while 
hunting, c. 357. Gregory of Nyssa must, therefore, be referred 
to in the text^ if by '* brothers" is meant brothers in blood. 
Was it tf> retcr's ••cottage" or some neighhmurinsr dwelling 
th:it Grrgory fled when he escaped from the police of the 
Vicar Demosthenes, in order not to obey the summons of 
VMlenn to his synod at Ancyra? I« the cottage of Peter the 
'* some quiet spot " of Ep, ccxxv.? The plural aJeA^wc mitfht 
he used conventionally, or understood to include Peter and a 
sister or sisters. 

* /./. when he was resident at Cxsarea in his earlier man- 
hood. If Letter ccclviii. (from Libanius to Basil) refers to 
thin period, it would seem that for a time Basil did undertake 
school work. 



are themselves stirring up tempest and storm. 
Whose fault was it that the town was all full 
of tumult, when some were running away 
with no one after them, and others stealing 
oil' when no invader was near, and all the 
wizards and dream-tellers were flourishing 
their bogeys ? Whose fault was it else ? Does 
not evenr child know that it was the mob- 
leaders' r The reasons of their hatred to me 
it would be bad taste on my part to recount ; 
but they are quite easy for you to apprehend. 
When bitterness and division have come to 
the last pitch of savagery, and the explana- 
tion of the cause is altogether groundless and 
ridiculous, then the mental disease is plain, 
dangerous indeed to other people's comfort, 
but greatly and personally calamitous to the 
patient. And there is one charming point 
about them. Torn and racked with inward 
agony as they are, they cannot yet for very 
-shame speak out about it. The state they 
are in may be known not only from their 
behaviour to me, but from the rest of their 
conduct. If it were unknown, it would not 
much matter. But the veritable cause of 
their shunning communication with me may 
be unperceived by the majority among you. 
Listen ; and I will tell you. 

3. There is going on among you a move- 
ment ruinous to the faith, disloyal to the 
apostolical and evangelical dogmas, disloyal 
too to the tradition of Gregory the truly 
great,* and of his .successors up to the blessed 
Musonius, whose teaching is still ringing in 
your ears.* For those men, who, from fear 
of confutation, are forging figments against 
me, are endeavouring to renew the old mis- 
chief of Sabellius, started Jong ago, and extin- 
guished by the tradition of the great Gregory. 
But do you bid goodbye to those wine-laden 
heads, bemuddled by the swelling fumes that 
mount from their debauch, and from me who 
am wide awake and from fear of God cannot 
k^ep silence, hear what plague is rife among 
you. Sabellianism is Judaism' imported 
into the preaching of the Gospel under the 
guise of Christianity. For if a man calls 
Father Son and Holy Ghost one thing of 
many faces,* and makes the hypostasis of the 
three one,* what is this but to deny the ever- 
lasting pre-existence of the Only begotten? 
He denies too the Lord's sojourn among men 
in the incarnation,* the going down into hell, 
the resurrection, the judgment; he denies 
also the proper operations of the Spirit. And 

1 i.e. Gregory Thaumaturgus. cf. note on p. 247. 

* Musonius, bp. of Neocassarea, who died in 36S. cf, Ep, 
xxviii. 

* cf, De Sp. S. S 77t P* 49 ^"^ ^P- clxxxix. p. 339. 

* iv irpayua iroAi/vpocrwiroi'. Another MS. reading is voAv- 
iLwtiovt ** of many names.'* 

* cf, note on p. 195. ' movoiilk^v. 
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I hear that even rnsher innovations than 
those of the foolish Sabellius are now vent- 
ured on among you. It is said, and that on 
the evidence of ear witnesses, that your clever 
men go to such an extreme as to say that 
there is no tradition of the name of tlie Only- 
begotten, while of the name of the adversary 
there is ; and at this they are highly delighted 
and elated, as though it were a discovery of 
their own. For it is said, *' I came in my 
Father's name and ye received me not; if 
another shall come in his own name, him ye 
will receive." ' And because it is said, *' Go 
ye and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost,"* it is obvious, they 
urge, that the name is one, for it is not '* in 
the names^*^ but " in the name,** 

4. I blush so to write to yon, for the men 
thus guilty are of my own blood;' and I 
groan for my own soul, in that, like boxers 
fighting two men at once, I can only give 
the truth its proper force by hitting with 
my proofs, and knocking down, the errors of 
doctrine on the right and on the left. On one 
side I am attacked by the Anomoean : on the 
other by the Sabellian. Do not, I implore 
you, pay any attention to these abominable 
and impotent sophisms. Know that the name 
of Christ which is above every name is His 
being called .Son of God, as Peter says, 
" There is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be 
saved.'* * And as to the words " I came in 
my Father's name," it is to be understood 
that He so says describing His Father as 
origin and cause of Himself.* And if it is said 
" Go and baptize in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost," 
we must not suppose that here one name is 
delivered to us. For just as he who said 
Paul and Silvanus and Timothy mentioned 
three names, and coupled them one to the 
other by the word " and," so He who spoke 
of the name of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost," 
mentioned three, and united them by the 
conjunction, teaching that with each name 
must be understood its own proper mean- 
ing; for the names mean things. And no 
one gifted with even the smallest particle of 
intelligence doubts that the existence belong- 
ing to the thin2:s is peculiar and complete in 
itself. For of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
there is the simie nature and one Godhead ; 
but these are different names, setting forth to 
us the circumscription and exactitude of the 
meanings. For unless the meaning of the 

* InYxn V. 4^. Slisjhtlv varied. • Matt, xxviii. 19. 

•The allusion is supposed to be to Atirbius. rf. Letter 
Ixv. « Acts iv. la. * cf, De Sp, S. f 44, p. 37. 



distinctive qualities of each be unconfounded, 
it is impossible for the doxology to be ade- 
quately offered to Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. 

If, however, they deny that they so say, 
and so teach, my object is attained. Yet I 
see that this denial is no easy matter, because 
of our having many witnesses who heard 
these things said. But let bygones be by- 
gones ; let them only be sound now. If they 
persist in the same old error I must proclaim 
your calamity even to other Churches, and 
get letters written to you from more bishops. 
In my efforts to break down this huge mass of 
impiety now gradually and secretly growing, 
I shall either effect something towards the 
object I have in view ; or at least my present 
testimony will clear me of guilt in the judg- 
ment dav. 

5. They have already inserted these 
expressions in their own writings. They 
sent them first to the man of God, Mele- 
tius,* bishop, and after receiving from him a 
suitable reply, like mothers of monsters, 
ashamed of their natural deformities, these 
men themselves brought forth and bring up 
their disgusting offspring in appropriate 
darkness. They made an attempt too by let- 
ter on my dear friend Anthimus, bishop of 
Tyana,' on the ground that Gregory had said 
in his exposition of the faith' that Father and 
Son are in thought two, but in h^'postasis 
one.* The men who congratulate themselves 

> Meletius of Antioch. 

* Tyana. at the north of Mount TaurnR, is the city xvhich 
frave a distinctive name to Anollonius the Thaumaturge. 
Tliiit Basil should speak in kinoly and complimentary terms 
of Anthimus is remarkable, for from few contemporaries did 
he suffer more. It was the quarrel in which Anthimus attacked 
and plundered a train of Basil's sumptur mutt's, and Gregory 
of Nazianzus fought stoutly for his friend, that led to Basil's 
erecting Sasima into a bishopric, as a kiiul of buffer see 
against his rival metropolitan. (Ores. Naz., Or. xliii. 356,^. 
xxxi. and Carm, i>^8.) See ProUf^omena, 

• The tKBtvif TM riffT«»« of Gregory Thaumaturfrus. ef. 
Ep, cciv. and the_i^ Sp, Scto. % 74. jOn the i^nuinem*«s of 




written In gold, which Charlemagoe gave to Adrian I. Bp. 
Bull's translation is as follows: 

" There is one God, Father of Him who is the living Worxl. 
subsisting Wisdom and Power and Eternal Impress, Perfect 
begotten of the Perfect, Father of the ^nly begotten t^n. 
There is one Lord, Alone of the Alone, God of God, Impress 
and Image of the Go<ihead, the operative Word; Wisdom 
comprehensive of the system of the universe, and Power pro- 
ductive of the whole cre;ition; true Son of true Father, Invis- 
ible of Invisible and Incorruptible of Incorruptible, and 
Immortal of Immortal, and Eternal of Eternal. And there is 
one Holy Ghost, who hath His being of God, who hath ap- 
neared through the Son, Image of the Son, Perfect of the 
Perfect; Life, the cause of all them llwit live; Holy Fountain, 
Holiness, the Bestower of Sanctification, in whom is inani- 
fested God the Father, who is over all and in all, and God the 
Son, who is through all. A perfect Trinity, not divided nor 
alien in glory and eternity and dominion." 

« The Ben. note refuses to believe that so Snbellian an ex- 
pression can have been used by Gregory. Basil's explanation 
IS that it was used in controversy with a heathen on another 
subject, loosely and not dogmatically. The words are said not 
to be found in any extant document attributed to Gregory, 
whether genuine or doubtful. But they may be matched in 
some of the expressions of Athanasius. cf, p. 195. Ath., Tom, 
ad Af. f 4 and Horn, tm Terem, viii. 96. 
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on the subtilty of their intelligence could 
not perceive that this is said not in reference 
to dojjmatic opinion, hut in controversy 
with -^lian. And in this dispute there are 
not a few copyists* blunders, as, please God, 
I shall shew in the case of the actual ex- 
pressions used. But in his endeavour to 
convince the heathen, he deemed it needless 
to be nice about the words he employed ; 
he judged it wiser sometime^} to make con- 
cessions to the character of the subject who 
"was being persuaded, so as not to run counter 
to the opportunity given him. This explains 
how it is that you may find there many 
expressions which now give great support 
to the heretics, as for instance ''creature'*' 
and *' thing made " " and the like. But those 
who ignorantly criticise these writings refer to 
the question of the Godhead much that is 
said in reference to the conjunction with 
man ; as is the case with this passage which 
they are hawking about. For it is indis- 
pensable to have clear understanding that, 
as he who fails to confess the community of 
the essence or substance falls into polytheism, 
so he who refuses to grant the distinction of 
the hypostases is carried away into Judaism. 
For we must keep our mind stayed,^ so to 
say, on certain underlying subject matter, 
and, by forming a clear impression of its 
distinguishing lines, so arrive at the end 
desired. ft)r suppose we do not bethink us 
of the Fatherhood, nor bear in mind Him 
of whom this distinctive quality is marked 
ofif, how can we take in the idea of God the 
Father.? For merely to enumerate the 
differences of Persons * is insufficient ; we 
must confess each Person * to have a natural 
existence in real hypostasis. Now Sabellius 
did not even deprecate the formation of the 
persons without hypostasis, saying as he did 
that the same God, being one in matter,* 
was metamorphosed as the need of the 
nK>ment required, and spoken of now as 
Father, now as Son, and now as Holy Ghost. 
The inventors of this unnamed heresy are 
renewing the old long extinguished error; 
those, I mean, who arc repudiating the 
hypostases, and denying the name of the 
Son of God. They must give over uttering 
iniquity against God,* or they will have to 
wail with them that deny the Christ. 

6. I have felt compelled to write to you in 
these terms, that you may be on your guard 
against the mischief arising from bad teach- 
ing. If we may indeed liken pernicious 
teachings to poisonous drugs, as your drearn- 
tellers have it, these doctrines are hemlock 






* irpo<rwnrMy. 



• Ps. Ixxv. 5, LXX. 



and monkshood, or any other deadly to man. 
It is these that destroy souls ; not my words, 
as this shrieking drunken scum, full of the 
fancies of their condition, make out. If they 
had any sense they ought to know that in 
souls, pure and cleansed from all defilement, 
the prophetic gift shines clear. In a foul 
mirror you cannot sec what the reflexion is, 
neither can a soul preoccupied with cares of 
this life, and darkiMied with the passions of 
the lust of the flesh, receive the rays of the 
Holy Ghost. Every dream is not a prophecy, 
as says Zechariah, *' The Lord shall make 
bright clouds, and give them showers of 
rain, . . . for the idols have spoken 
vanity and the diviners have told false 
dreams." * Those who, as Isaiah says, dream 
and love to sleep in their bed • forget that an 
operation of error is sent to " the children of 
disobedience." ' And there is a lying spirit, 
which arose in false prophecies, and deceived 
Ahab.* Knowing this they ought not to have 
been so lifted up as to ascribe the gift of 
prophecy to themselves. They are shewn to 
fall far short even of the case of the seer 
Balaam; for Balaam when invited by the 
king of Moab with mighty bribes brooked 
not to utter a word beyond the will of God, 
nor to curse Israel whom the Lord cursed 
not.* If then their sleep-fancies do not tally 
with the commandments of the Lord, let 
them be content with the Gospels. The 
Gospels need no dreams to add to their 
credit. The Lord has sent His peace to us, 
and left us a new commandment, to love one 
another, but dreams bring strife and division 
and destruction of love. Let them therefore 
not give occasion to the devil to attack their 
souls in sleep ; nor make their imaginations 
of more authority than the instruction of 
salvation. 

LETTER CCXI.« 

To Olympius? 

Truly when I read your excellency's 
letter I felt unwonted pleasure and cheerful- 
ness ; and when I met your well-beloved sons, 
I seemed to behold yourself. They found 
me in the deepest affliction, but they so be- 
haved as to make me forget the hemlock, 
which your dreamers and dream mongers 
are carrying about to my hurt, to please the 
people who have hired them. Some letters 
I have already sent; others, if you like, shall 
follow. I only hope that they may be of 
some advantage to the recipients. 



iZech. X. i.a. * Enh. ii. a. 

*cf. \%. Ivi. 10. ^ I Kin>rs» xxii. ai. 

' cj, JMUrs iv., xii.» xUi., cxxxL 



^ >fum. xxii. II. 
•Placed in 375. 



LETTER CCXII.' 
Ta Hilarius* 

1. You Ciin imagine what I felt, and in 
what state of mind I was, when I came to 
Dazimon and found that you had left a few 
diiys before my arrival. From my boyhood 
I have held you in admiration, and. therefore, 
ever since our old school days, have placed 
a higli value .m inlercourse with jou. But 
another reason for my doing so is that nothing 
is so precious now as a soul that loves the 
truth, and is gifted «'ith a sound judgment in 
practical affairs. This, I think, is to l>e found 
in you. I see most men, as in the hippo- 
drome, divided into factions, some for one 
side and some for another, and shouting with 
their parties. But you are above fear, 
flattery, and every ignoble sentiment, and so 
naturally look at truth with aji unprejudiced 
eye. And I see that you are deeply interested 
in the affairs of the Churches, about which 
you have sent me a Ictler, as you have said 
m your List. I should like to know who 
todk charge of the conveyance of this earlier 
epistle, that I may know who has wronged 
me by its loss. No letter from you on this 
subject has yet reached me, 

2. How much, Ihcn. would I not have 
given to meet you, that I might tell you all 
my troubles^ When one is in pain it is, as 
you know, some alleviation, even to describe 
It. How gladly would I have answered 
your questions, nut trusting to lifeless letters, 
but in my own person, narrating each par- 
ticular. The persuasive force of living words 
is more efficient and they arc not so suscep- 
tible as letters to attack and to mis-represen- 
tation. For now no one has left anything 
untried, and the very men in whom I put 
the greatest confidence, men, who when I 
saw them among others, I used to think 
something more than human, h.ive received 
documents written by some one, and have 
sent them on, wh^itever they are, as mine, 
and on their account are calumniating me to 
the brethren as though tht-re is nothing now 
that pious and faithful men ought to hold in 
greater abhorrence than my name. From 
the beginning it has been my object to live 
unknown, to a degree not reached by any 
one who has considered human infirmity; 
but now, just as though on the other hand it 
had been my purpose to make myself noto- 
rious to the world, I have been talked about 
all over the earth, and I may add all over the 
sea too. For men, who go to the last limit of i 



impiety, and are introducing into the Ciiurches 
the godless opinion of Unlikeness,' are wag- 
ing war against me. Those too who hold the 
via media.' as they think, and, though they 
start from the same principles, do not follow 
out their logical consequences, because they 
are so opposed to the view of the majority, 
are equally hostile to me, overwhelming me 
to the utmost of their ability with iheir re- 
proaches, and abstaining from no insidious 
attacks against me. But the Lord has made 
their endeavours vain. 

Is not this a grievous state of things? 
Must it not make my life painful ? I have at 
all events one consolation in my troubles, my 
bodily infirmity. This I am sure will not 
suffer me to remain much longer ia this mis- 
erable life. No more on this point. You 
too I exhort, in your bodily infirmity, to bear 
yourself bravely and worthy of the God Who 
has called us. If He sees us accepting our 
present circumstances with thank^iving. He 
will either put away our troubles as He did 
Job's, or will requite us with the glorious 
of patience in the life to come. 



LETTER CCXHI.* 

Without address. 

I. May the Lord, Who has brought mc 
prompt help in my afflictions, gimnt you the 
help of the rcfresliment wherewith you have 
refreshed me by writing to me, rewarding 
you for your consolation of my humble sell 
with the real and great gladness of the Spirit. 
For I was indeed downcast in soul when I 
saw in a great multitude the almost brutish 
and unreasonable insensibility of the people, 
and the inveterate and ineradicable unsatis- 
factoriness of their leaders. But I saw your 
letter ; I saw the treasure of love which tt 
contained; then I knew that He Who or- 
dains all our lives had made some sw^et 
consolation shine on me in the bitterness of 

Ij-r- the AnDRislnH. On tlieuM of the worddogolK for u» 

>Thc Ben.' note rein.irki thnt at flnl ilcbt EDiUlhliu o( 
SeSnilel:! >ceiiii to be pninted at, fnr In LtltfT cxivlil. Bltil 






ipii m Baillle trBtanrhamlxr . At 
DN0I Air nmmtmtrai Baiaiut.hi callipl'cm daclrimm Mint 
opirlum it Jiiiri<«l,tl tuamvit JItlimililuJim-t imfnal/m 
fngtrt vidtmtur. iulim iamm, «■ A-tmmS, trimrifit 
•latanl. Hoc «*i ixprotal BbuHhi IK Iftra D, St'rilm 
Sa«ela. <afi, 1. mtiimfli^, arum d. Fllle at Sfirilm ia-rt. 

kHrr^l'di'^/^'amJI-tia mrfarta n^ilTil' tAJ""-" amsiiZ 
inirr. Eorum cemvlfitt in aa»li-m, UtUia, ,1 wrfmrin, 
mBlUI/ma. fmrortm ac fnllum i\ixpl^ili. viJi in tiin Ot 
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my life. I therefore salute 3*our holiness in 
return, and exhort you, as is my wont, not 
to cease to pray for my unhappy life, that I 
may never, drowned in the unrealities of 
this world, forget God, " who raiseth up the 

f»oor out of the dust ;" * that I may never be 
iftcd up with pride and fall into the con- 
demnation of the devil ; * that I may never be 
fbimd by the Lord neglectful of my steward- 
ship and asleep; never discharging it amiss, 
and wounding the conscience of my fellow- 
servants;' and, never companying with the 
drunken, suffer the pains threatened in God's 
just judgment against wicked stewards. I 
l>eseech you, therefore, in all your prayers 
to pray God that I may be watchful in all 
things ; that I may be no shame or disgrace 
to the name of Christ, in the revelation of 
the secrets of my heart, in the great day of 
the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

3. Know then that I am expecting to be 
summoned by the wickedness of the heretics 
to the court, in the name of peace. Learn 
too that on being so informed, this bishop* 
wrote to me to hasten to Mesopotamia, and, 
after assembling together those who in that 
country are of like sentiments with us, and 
are strengthening the state of the Church, to 
travel in their company to the emperor. 
But perhaps my health will not be good 
enough* to allow me to undertake a jour- 
nev in the winter. Indeed, hitherto I have 
not thought the matter pressing, unless 
you advise it. I shall therefore await your 
counsel that my mind may be made up. 
Lose no time then, I beg you, in making 
known to me, by means of one of our trusty 
brethren, what course seems best to the di- 
vinely guided intelligence of your excellency. 

LETTER CCXIV/ 

To Count Terentius.* 

I. When I heard that your excellency 
had again been compelled to take part in 
public atlairs, I was straightway distressed 
(for the truth must be told) at the thought 
of how contrary to your mind it must be 
that you. after once giving up the anxieties ' 
of o^ci;il life, and allowing yourself leisure 
for the care of your soul, should again be 
forced back into your old career. But then 
I bethought me that peradventure the 
Lord has ordained that your lordship should 
again appear in public from this wish to 



iii. 7. * cf. 1 Tim. iii. 6. « r/. 1 Cor. viii. la. 
( Vit. Bas. vi.) conjectures this bishop to be Mcle- 



* P<. cxiii 

* M;iran ( Vit. Bas. vi.) conjectures .....^ ...<...w|, ..^ ^^ *..^.w 
tfuH, and refers to the bea^inning of Letter ccxvi. with an ex. 

f»rcs!tion of astonishment that Tilluinonl should refer this 
«rt.tcT to the ve:ir 373, 
» Placed in 375. • cf, LHttrs xcix. and or. 



grant the boon of one alleviation for the 
countless pains which now beset the Church 
in our part of the world. I am, moreover, 
cheered by the thought that I am about to 
meet your excellency once again before I de- 
part this life. 

2. But a further rumour has reached me 
that you are in Antioch, and are transacting 
the business in hand with the chief authori- 
ties. And, besides this, I have heard that the 
brethren who are of the party of Paulinus 
are entering on some discussion with your 
excellency on the subject of union with us; 
and by ** us " I mean those who are sup- 
porters of the blessed man of God, Meletius.* 
I hear, moreover, that the Paulinians are 
carrying about a letter of the Westerns,^ 
assigning to them the episcopate of the 
Church in Antioch, but speaking under a 
false impression of Meletius, the admirable 
bishop of the true Church of God. I am 
not astonished at this. They * are totally ig- 
norant of what is going on here ; the others, 
though they might be supposed to know, 
give an account to them in which party is 
put before truth ; and it is only what one 
might expect that tiiey should either be igno- 
rant of the truth, or should even endeavour 
to conceal the reasons which led the blessed 
Bishop Athanasius to write to Paulinus. 
But your excellency has on the spot those 
who are able to tell you accurately what 
passed between the bishops in the reign of 
Jovian, and from them I beseech you to get 
information.* I accuse no one; I pray that 
I may have love to all, and " especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith;'*' 
and therefore I congratulate those wh9 have 
received the letter from Rome. And, al- 
though it is a grand testimony in their 
favour, I only hope it is true and confirmed 
by facts. But I shall never be able to per- 
suade myself on these grounds to ignore 
Meletius, or to forget the Church which is 
under him, or to treat as small, and of little 
importance to the true religion, the questions 
which originated the division. I shall never 
consent to give in, merely because somebody 
is very much elated at receiving a letter from 

1 On the divisions at Antioch. r/". Theod., /A ^. iii. a. Basil 
was no doubt taking the wi<e course in supportinjr Meletius, 
whose personal orthodoxy was uniinpeachnble. But the irre- 
concilable Eustathians could not forgive hiin liis Arian nonii. 
nation. 

« 'rhis description mtt^ht apply to either of the two letters 
written by D ima-us to Paulinus on the &uhject uf tlic adniis< 
sion to communion of Vitalius. bisliop of the Apollinarian 
schism at Antioch. (Labbe. Cone. ii. S64 and 900* and Theod. 
H.E. V. II.) The dates may necessitate its bein^ referred to 
the/ormer. • 1 e. the Westerns. 

* cf. Letter cclviil, and the Prolegomena to Athanasius in 
this edition, p. Ixi. The events reterred to took place in the 
winter of 363, when Athanasius was at Antioch, and in th« 
early part of '364 on bis return to Alexandria. 

• Gal. vi. 10. 
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menJ Even if it had come down from 
heaven itself, but he does not agree with the 
sound doctrine of tlie faith, I cannot look 
upon him as in communion with the saints. 

3, Consider well, my excellent friend, 
that the falsifiers of the truth, who have in- 
troduced the Arian sciiism as an innovation on 
the sound faith of the Fathers, advance no 
other reason for refusing to accept the pious 
opinion of the Fathers than the meaning of the 
homoousion wiiich they hold in their wick- 
edness, and to the slander of the whole faith, 
alleging our contention to be that the Son is 
consubstantial in hypostasis. If we give 
them any opportunity by our being carried 
away by men who propound these sentiments 
and their like, rather from simplicity than 
from malevolence, there is nothing to pre- 
vent our giving them an unanswerable 
ground of argument against ourselves and 
confirming the heresy of those whose one 
end is in all their utterances about the 
Church, not so much to establish their own 
position as to calumniate mine. What more 
serious calumny could there be? What bet- 
ter calculated to disturb the faith of the 
majority than that some of us could be 
shewn to assert that there is one hypostasis 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost? We dis- 
tinctly lay down that there is a difl^erence of 
Persons; but this statement was anticipated 
by Sabellius, who affirms that God is one b}- 
hypostasis, but is described by Scripture in 
different Persons, according to the require- 
ments of each individual case ; sometimes 
under the name of Father, when there is oc- 
casion for this Person; sometimes under the 
name .of Son when there is a descent to 
human interests or any of the operations of 
the oeconomy;* and sometimes under the 
Person of Spirit when the occasion demands 
such phraseology. If, then, any among us 
are shewn to assert that Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost are one in substance,' while we 
maintain the three perfect Persons, how 
shall we escape giving clear and incontro- 
vertible proof of the truth of what is being 
asserted about us? 

4. The non-identitv of hypostasis and 
ousia is, I take it, suggested even l)y our 
western brethren, where, from a suspicion of 
the inadequacy of their own language, they 
have given the word ousia in the Greek, to 
the end that any possible diflference of mean- 
ing might be preserved in the clear and un- 
confounded distinction of terms. If you ask 
me to state shortly my own view, I shall state 

1 St. Basil seom« quite unaware nt any paramount authority 
in a letter from Rome. cf. Prolegomena. 

* Vide notes, pp. 7 ana la. On Sabellius, ef, note on Letter 
ccxzxvi. * r6 vvo/c<i>ci«y. 



that ousia has the same relation to hypostasis 
as the common has to the particular. Every 
one of us both shares in existence by the 
common term of essence (ousia) and by his 
own properties is such an one and such an 
one. In the same manner, in the matter 
in question, the term ousia is common, like 
goodness, or Godhead, or any similar attri- 
bute ; while hypostasis is contemplated in the 
special property of Fatherhood, Sonship, or 
the power to sanctify. If then they describe 
the Persons as being without hypostasis,* the 
statement is per se absurd ; but if they con- 
cede that the Persons exist in real hypostasis, 
as they acknowledge, let them so reckon them 
that the principle of the homoousion may 
be preserved in the unity of the Godhead, 
and that the doctrine preached may be the 
recognition of true religion, of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, in the perfect and complete 
hypostasis of each of the Persons named. 
Nevertheless, there is one point which I should 
like to have pressed on your excellency, that 
you and all who like you care for the truth, 
and honour the combatant in the cause of true 
religion, ought to wait for the lead to be 
taken in bringing about this union and peace 
by the foremost authorities in the Church, 
whom I count as pillars and foundations of 
the truth and of the Church, and reverence 
all the more because they have been sent away 
for punishment, and have been exiled far 
from home. Keep yourself, I implore you, 
clear of prejudice, that in you, whom God 
has given me as a staff and support in all 
things, I may be able to find rest.' 

LETTER CCXV.« 

To the Presbyter Dorotheus. 

I TOOK the earliest opportunity of writing 
to the most admirable Count Terentius, think- 
ing it better to write to him on the subject in 
hand by means of strangers, and being 
anxious that our very dear brother Acacius 
shall not be inconvenienced by any delay. I 
have therefore given my letter to the govern- 
ment treasurer, who is travelling by the im- 
perial post, and I have charged him to shew 
the letter to you first. I cannot understand how 
it is that no one has told you that the road to 
Rome is wholly impracticable in winter, the 
country between Constantinople and our own 
regions being full of enemies. If the route 
bv sea must be taken, the season will be 

* ai^ir6<rrarou 

* On the point treated of in thi< letter, cf. note on p. 5 and 
Letter xxxviii. p. lyu But in the De S.S. cttp. 38 (p. 23) St. 
Basil himself repudiates the assertion of thn-e "* orij^imal 
hypostases^ when he is apparently u^iin? vvdoro^ic in the 
Nicene Mrnse. * Piaoed in 375. 
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favourable; if indeed my God-beloved 
brother Gregory » consents to the voyage and 
to the commission concerning these matters. 
For my own part, I do not know who can 
go with him, and am aware that he is quite 
inex{>erienced in ecclesiastical affairs. With 
a man of kindly character he may get on 
very well, and be treated with respect, but 
what possible ^ood could accrue to the cause 
by communication between . a man proud 
and exalted, and therefore quite unable to 
hear those who preach the truth to him from 
a lower standpoint, and a man like my 
brother, to whom anything like mean servility 
is unknown ? 



LETTER CCXVL" 

To MeletiuSf bishop of Antioch. 

Many other ' journeys have taken me 
from home. I have been as far as Pisidia 
to settle the matters concerning the brethren 
in Isauria in concert with the Pisidian 
bishops. Thence 1 journeyed into Pontus, 
for Eustathiushad caused no small disturbance 
at Dazimon, and had caused there a consider- 
able secession from our church. I even went 
as far as the home of my brother Peter,* and, 
as this is not far from Neocaesarea, there was 
occasion of considerable trouble to the Neo- 
caesareans, and of much rudeness to myself. 
Some men fled when no one was in pursuit. 
And I was supposed to be intruJing uninvited, 
simply to get compliments from the folk 
there. As soon as I got home, after con- 
tracting a severe illness from the bad 
weather and my anxieties, I straightway re- 
ceived a letter from the East to tell me that 
Paulinus had had certain letters from the 
West addressed to him, in acknowledgement 
of a sort of higher claim ; and tliat the Anti- 
ochene rebels were vastly elated by them, 
and were next preparing a form of creed, and 
offering to make its terms a condition of union 
with our Church. Besides all this it was re- 
ported to me that they had seduced to their 
faction that most excellent man Terentius. 
I wrote to him at once as forcibly as I could, 
to induce him to pause; and I tried to point 
out their disingenuousness. 

> i.e. nf Njrssa* an unsuitable envoy to Damascus. 

> Placed in 375. 

• OnthiA wnrd other the Ben. note gfrnuniis the anrunient 
that Meletius had proposed a journey which Riisil hud not 
undertaken, and hence that the unnamed ht^hop nf LrtUr 
ccziii. is Melctius; and further thnt the fart of the bishop not 
beings named in ccxiii., and the nhscuritv of this and of other 
letters, may indicate the writer's hesitation to put particulars in 
his letters which might be more discreetly left to be conveyed 
by word of mnuth. 

* i.e. the settlement on the Iris, where Peter had succeeded 
Basil as Head. 



LETTER CCXVII. 

To Amphilochiusy on the Canons} 

On my return from a long journey (for 
I have been into Pontus on ecclesiastical 
business, and to visit my relations) with my 
body weak and ill, and my spirits considera- 
bly broken, I took your reverence's letter 
into my hand. No sooner did I receive the 
tokens of that voice which to me is of all voices 
the sweetest, and of that hand that I love so 
well, than I forgot all my troubles. And if I 
was made so much more cheerful by the receipt 
of your letter, you ought to be able to con- 
jecture at what value I price your actual 
presence. May this be granted me by the 
Holy One, whenever it may be convenient to 
you and you yourself send me an invitation. 
And if you were to come to the house at 
Euphemias it would indeed be pleasant for 
me to meet you, escaping frorn my vexations 
here, and hastening to your unfeigned affec- 
tion. Possibly also for other reasons I may 
be compelled to go as far as Nazianzus by 
the sudden departure of the very God-beloved 
bishop Gregory. How or why this has 
come to pass, so far I have no information.* 
The man about whom I had spoken to your 
excellency, and whom you expected to be 
ready by this time, has, you must know, 
fallen ill of a lingering disease, and is more- 
over now sufleriitg from an affection of the 
eyes, arising from his old complaint and from 
the illness which has now befallen him, and 
he is quite unfit to do any work. I have no 
one else with me. It is consequently better, 
although the matter was left by them to me, 
for some one to be put forward by them. And 
indeed one cannot but think that the ex- 
pressions were used merely as a necessary 
form, and that what they reallyiwished was 
what they originally requested, that the per- 
son selected for the leadership should be one 
of themselves. If there is any one of the 
lately baptized,' whether Macedonius ap- 
prove or not, let him be appointed. You 
will instruct him in his duties, the Lord, 



' The third canonical letter, written on BasiPs return from 
POntuR, in 375:. 

> This is tne sudden disappenrance of Grejfory from NazU 
anzus at the end of ^7^, which was due at once to his craving* 
for retirement and fits anxii'ty not to complicate the apiioint* 
ment of a successor to his Hither (who died early in 374) tn the 
see of Nazianzus. He found a refuge in the monastery of 
Thecia at the Isaurlan Scleucia. {Carm. xi. 549.) 

^ The Ren. note appositely points out that any astonishment* 
such as expressed bv Tillemont. at the consecration of a neo. 
phyte, is quite out of place, in virw of the exigencies of the 
times and the practice of postponinar baptism. St. Ambrose 
at Milan and Nectarius at Constantinople were not even 
•• neophjrtes," but were actually unbaptized at the time of 
their appointment to their respeciive sees. •* If there is any 
one among the lately baptized,*' argues the Ben. note, is tanta'- 
mount to saying ** If there is any one fit to be bishop.** 
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Who in all things cooperates with you, 
granting you His grace for this work also. 

LI. As to the clergy, tiie Canons have 
enjoined without making any distinction 
that one penalty is assigned for the lapsed, — 
ejection from the ministry, whether they be 
in orders * or remain in the ministry which 
is conferred without imposition of hands. 

LI I. The woman who has given birth to 
a child and abandoned it in the road, if she 
was able to save it and neglected it, or 
thought by this means to hide her sin, or was 
m,wed by some brutal and inhuman motive, 
is to be judged as in a case of murder. If, 
on the otlier hand, she was unable to pro- 
vide for it, and the child perish from expos- 
ure and want of the necessities of life, the 
mother is to be phrdoixed. 

LIII. The widowed slave is not guilty of 
a serious fall if she adopts a second marriage 
under colour of rape. She is not on this 
ground open to accusation. It is rather the 
object than the pretext which must be taken 
into account, but it is clear that she is exposed 
to the punishment of digamy." 

LI V. I know that I have already written 
to your reverence, so far as I can, on the 
distinctions to be obser\'ed in cases of invol- 
untary homicide,' and on this point I can say 
no more. It rests with your intelligence to 
increase or lessen the severity of the punish- 
ment as each individual case may require. 

LV. Assailants of robbers, if they are out- 
side, are prohibited from the communion of 
the good thing.* If they are clerics they are 
degraded from their orders. For, it is said, 
'* AH they that take the sword shall perish 
with the sword."* 

LVI. The intentional homicide, who has 
afterwards repented, will be excommuni- 
cated from the sacrament* for twenty years. 
The twenty years will be appointed for him 
as follows : foi four he ought to weep, stimding 



1 iir* iv ^a9u'^. This is undcrstrx>d by Balssimnn and 
Znnaras to include Preshvters, Deacons, and sub-deacons; 
while the ministry conferred without imposition of hands 
refers to Readers, Singers, Saoristiins, and the like. Alexius 
Aristtfous ranks Sing^ers and Readers with the hij^hcr orders, 
and understands by the lower, keepers of the sacred vessels, 
candle-lii{:hters, and chancel door keepers. The ])cn. note 
inclines to the latter view on the ground that the word ** re- 
m;iin** indicates a catcjfory where there was no advance to a 
higher tirade, as was the case with Readers aud Singers. 

*cf. Can. XXX. p. ajQ. 

< I.e. in Canon viii. p. aa6. and Canon xi. p. aaS. 

^ Here re.idin'4^, punctuation, and sense are obscure. The 
Ben. Ed. have i^a iikv ovrtK% ri)^ leoifwKtaf eipyoi^ai, and render 
*' Si sint quiJem laici^ a boni communiom arcentur.''* Hut 
«f o oiret.stindin'T^ alone, more naturallv means non-Christian^i. 
if ilsamon and Zonaras in the Pandects have c^j* y.k» ovth t^; 
'Ei<\rfriii e (tynvrxi T17; leoK'Mi'iaf toj ayadov. 

» Matt. xxvi. 5a. 

•ayiarM.aTt. The Ben. Ed. render Sacramento, In the 
Sept. (4?.^. Amos vii. i\) the word = sanctuary. In patristic 
usage both S, and P. arc found for the Lord's "Supper, or the 
consecrated elements; e^. avaaMi in Greif. Nyss., Et.Canon. 
Can, V. The plural as in this place **/rtqutntiu*,*^ (Suicer 
t.v.) 



outside the door of the house of prayer, be- 
seeching the faithful as they enter in to ofler 
prayer in his behalf, and confessing his own 
sin. After four years he will be admitted 
among the hearers, and during five years 
will go out with them. During seven years 
he will go out with the kneelers,* prating. 
During four years he will only stand with 
the faithful, and will not take part in the 
oblation. On the completion of this period 
he will be admitted to participation of the 
sacrament. 

LVII. The unintentional homicide will 
be excluded for ten years from the sacrament. 
The ten years will be arranged as follows: 
For two years he will weep, for three years 
he will continue among the hearers; for 
four he will be a kneeler; and for one he 
will onlv stand. Then he will be admitted 
to the holy rites. 

LVIII. The adulterer will be excluded 
from the sacrament for fifteen years. During 
four he will be a weeper, and during five a 
hearer, during four a kneeler, and for two 
a stander without communion. 

LIX. The fornicator will not be admitted 
to participation in the sacrament for seven 
years ; " weeping two, hearing two, kneeling 
two, and standing one: in the eighth he will 
be received into communion. 

LX. The woman who has professed 
virginity and broken her promise will com- 
plete the time appointed in the case of 

1 lA«Tft TMi' iv viroirrwtrft. The viroiriirTon^? or nthstmti roxi' 
stituted the third and chief station in the oriental system of 
penance, the first and second being the wpoaK\aiovrti^euffS 
or weeperft and the dicoxrtueyof , aHJfentes, or hearers. In the 
Western Church it is the substrati who are commonly rrferrvtl 
to as being in penitence, and the Latin versions of the Canons 
of Ancyra by liionyslus Exiguus and Martin of Braira render 
utr-jir n^rofT't aud vn-oirrf'xrr; Ity/arviV/A/tJ and pceniieHtia, In 
Basil's Cannn zxii. p. a.vS, this station is specially sivkd pifra. 
foia. cf. /> C.A, ii. i5g^ " U'Tavonuotat petniteniiam eomm 
qniob delicto xna in ecclesta 4 nriMi'Xf ir^^aov Covro (Zonaras, 
Ad. Can,y. Cone, Antit»cht p. 337), quique dicehantur 01 iv 
fi«Tavo^<i ovT-^, Chryn'^stom, J/om. iii. /* Epift, ad Epk, in S, 
Cetna,commMnione clamabat Ktipv$, oaoi c<^ tktravot^ amiA0<Ti 
ndyrt^.** Suicer «.r. 

*c/. Can xxii. p. aaS. The Ben. note Is «* Lahorant BnJ. 
samon et Zonaras in hoe canone conciiiondo cum vices i mo 
secundo, atque id canut affernntt cur in vicesimo Sfcnndo 
quatnor anni^ seMem in altera decemantur, quod Basilius in 
vicesimo secnndo antiqna Patrmm placita sequatnr^ snam in 
attero propriam sententiam exponat, Eundem hunc canonem 
Atexius Aristenus. ttt clarnvi et perspicunm^ nejpat expiica" 
tione iudij^ere, Videbat nimirnm doctissimns scriptor dnpli^ 
cem a Basil io distingui foruicationem^ leviorem altfram, 
alteram gravif^rem levior dicitur^ qnee inter fersonas 
matrimonin sotntas eommitiitur: g-ravior, cum eomjugati 
hominis libido in mnlierem solutam erumpit. Priori anni 
quatuor^ septem alleri imponnntur. Manifesto res est ex 
canone 2i,ubi eonjugati peccatnm cum soluta fomiratittn^m 
appellat Ba^ifius, ac longioribus peenit coerceri^ non tamrn 
instar adulterii^ testatur. In canone autem 77 eum qni legiti- 
mam uxorem dimittit, et aliam ducit, adnUemm qnidem esse 
ex Domini sententia testatir, sedtamen ex canonibus Patrum 
annos septem decern it ^ non quindecim^ ut in aitulterio cnm 
aliena uxore eommisso. Secum e»'go non pugnatcum fornix 
cationi nunc annox qnatuor, nunc septem^ adulterio nunc 
septem t nunc qttindecim indicit. Eamdem in sententiam 
xHietur accipiendns canon quartus epistota Stmcti Gregorii 
JVyssetti ad Lttoium, Nam cum foi-nicationi novem annos, 
adulterio d-'cem et octo imhonit,gravior ilia i»telligmda for- 
nicatit^ qnamconiu^atur cwn s-duta co'^ 'nittit, Hinc iliam 
adulterium viderifatetur his qui accural ins examinant. 



LETTERS. 



257 



adultery in her continence.' The same rule 
will be observed in the case of men who 
have professed a solitiir}- life and who lapse. 

LX[. The thief, if he have repented of 
his own accord and charged himself, shall 
only be prohibited from partaking of the 
sacrament for a year; if he be convicted, 
for two years. The period shall be divided 
between kneeling and standing. Then let him 
be held worthy of communion. 

LXII. He who is guilty of unseemliness 
with males will be under discipline for the 
same time as adulterers. 

LXIII. He who confesses his iniquity in 
the case of brutes shall observe the same 
time in penance. 

LXIV. Perjurers shall be excommuni- 
cated for ten years ; weeping for two, hear- 
ing for three, kneeling for four, and standing 
only during one year; then they shall be 
held worthy of communion. 

LXV. He who confesses magfic or sor- 
eery shall do penance for the time of murder, 
and shall be treated in the same manner as 
he who convicts himself of this sin. 

LXVI. The tomb breaker shall be ex- 
communicated for ten years, weeping for 
two, hearing for three, kneeling for four, 
standing for one, then he shall be admitted. 

LXVII. Incest with a sister shall incur 
penance for the same time as murder. 

LXVIII. The union of kindred within 
the prohibited degrees of marriage, if de- 
tected as having taken place in acts of sin, 
shall receive the punishment of adultery." 

LXIX. The Reader who has intercourse 
"With his betrothed before marriage, shall be 
allowed to read after a year's suspension, 
remaining without advancement. If he has 
had secret intercourse without betrothal, he 
shall be deposed from his ministry. So too 
the minister.' 

LXX. The deacon who has been polluted 
in lips, and has confessed his commission of 
this sin, shall be removed from his ministry. 
But he shall be permitted to partake of 
the sacrament together with the deacons. 
The same holds good in the case of a priest. 

> cf. Can. zviii. Augustine {De Bono Viduitatis, n. 14) 
represents breaches of the vows of chastity as (jraver offences 
than breaches of the vows of wedlock. The rendering; of r i 
hutop^iU^ T^« KoB* iavriiv ^tai^ by continency is illustrated in 
the Ben. note by Hermas ii. 4 as well as by Basil, Canon xiv. 
and xliv. 

• This Canon is thus interpreted by Aristenus, Matrimo- 
nium cum propinqua legihrns prohibitum eadem ac adulierittm 
^tfnta €a*ttgatur : et cum diversae siui adulterorum pcmte sic 
etiam pro ratione projpinquitatis tola res temperahitur. Hinc 
duas sorores ducenti vit. anni patniteutiae trrogantur^ ui in 
adnlterio cum muiiere libera commifso. non xv. ut in gra. 
vior* aduitfrio, or d'>es it mean that incestuous fornication 
shall he treated as adultery? 

* By minister naUamnn and Zooaras understand the sub* 
deac>n. Aristtrnus understands all the clerfi^ appointed with. 
out itnposition of hands. The Ben. ed. approve the latter. 
cf, n. on Canon li. p. 356, and LiUtr liv. p. 157. 



If any one be detected in a more serious sin, 
whatever be his degree, he shall be deposed.* 

LXXI. Whoever is aware of the com- 
mission of any one of the aforementioned sins, 
and -is convicted without having confessed, 
shall be under punishment for the same 
space of time as the actual j>erpetrator. 

LXXII. He who has entrusted himself* 
to soothsayers, or any such persons, shall be 
under discipline for the same time as the 
homicide. 

LXXIII. He who has denied Christ, and 
sinned against the mystery of salvation, ought 
to weep all his life long, and is bound to re- 
main in penitence, being deemed worthy of 
the sacrament in the hour of death, through 
faith in the mercy of God. 

LXXIV. If, however, each man who 
has committed the former sins is made good, 
throusfh penitence.' he to. whom is com- 

> On the earlier part of this canon the Ben. note says : 
'* Balsamon^ Zonaras, et Aristenus varia commentantur in 
kunc canonem.sed a mente Basilii muitum abludentia. Liquet 
enim hoc labiorum peccatum, cui remissior poena injiigitur 
ipsa actione, fuam Basi/ius minime ignoscendam esse j'udi. 
cat, ievius extstimari debere. Sim Hi ratione sand us Pater in 
cap. vi. isatee n. iS5» p. 516, labiorum peccata actionibus, ut 
Ifviora, opponit, ac prophets delecta non ad actionem et opera^ 
tionem erupisse, sed labiis tenus constitisse observat. In 
eodem commentario n. 170. p. $ot , impuritatis peccatum variis 
gradibus con stare demonstrate inter quos enumerat orttLara. 
^tfoooiroia, verba ad^ corruptelam apta, hmkia^ fiaxpa«, longas 
confabulationes, quibus aJ stnprum pervenitur. Ex his per- 
spici arbitror peccatum aiiquod in hoc canone designari, quod 
tpsa actione levins sit : nedum ea suspicari h'ceat, qua Basilii 
tnterpretibus in mentem venerunt. S^d tamen cum dico 
Basuium tn puniendis labiorum peccatis leniorem esse, non 
quodlibet turpium sermoHum genus, non immunda colloquia 
iauomodo entm tresbyteris hoc vitin pollutis honorem cathe- 
dra reliquisset r) t sed ejus modi intelligenda est peccandi 
voluntas t qnttforas quidem aliquo sermone prodit, sed tamen 
quominus in actum erumpat, subeunte meliori cogitatione, 
re^rimitur.^ ^uemadmodum enim peccata, quet sola cogita- 
t$one committuntur, idcirca leiuora esse pronuntiat Basilitis, 
comment, in Jsaiam n. 11^. p. ^^9, et n. z^x, [i.$6^.qui repressa 
est actionis turpitudo • tta hoc loco non^ qualibet labiorum 
peccata; non calumntas, non blasphemias, sed ea tantum 
lenius tractat, qua adeo gravia non erant. vel etiam ob decli- 
natam actionis turpituatnem, ut patet ex his xierbis, seque eo 
usoue peccMSse confessus est, aliquid indulgentia merert 
viaebantur** 

On the word iea0atpc9if o-trai it is remarked : " In his canoni' 
bus quos de clericorum Peccatis edidit Basil ius, duo videntnr 
sileutio pratermissa. ^uari enim possit \^ cur suspensionis 
panam soli lectori ac mtnistro, sivesubdiacono, imponat, dia» 
conis autem et presbyteris depositionem absque ulla prorsuM 
exceptione infiigat, nisi quod eis commnnionem cum diaconig 
et presbyteris relinquit, si peccatum non Ha grave Juerii, 
Erat tamen suspensionis paua in ipsos presbytf-ros non tnusim 
tata, ut patet ex plurimis apostoliris canouibus. in quibus 
presbyter i ac etiam^ itsi episcopi srgregantur, ac postea, si 
sese lion emendaveriut, deponuntur. Forte hire reliquit Basil" 
ius episcopo dijudicanda quemadmodum ejusdem arbitrio 
permittet tn canonibusy^et Si. ut parnr'fenf/a tempus imminuat^ 
si bonus evasint is qui peccavii . a^' Ifac etiam possit institut 
quastio, utrumn* in gravissimis quidem criminibus paniten- 
tiam publicum depositioni adjecerit. Adhibita ratio im 
Canone 3, cur aliquid discriminis riericos inter et laicos 
ponendum sit, non solum ad gravia peccata, sed etiam ad 
gravissima pertinet. Ait enim aquum esse ut. cum laid post 
Panitentiam in eum^em locum^ restituantur, clerici vero non 
restitnantur. libera/ius et mitius cum clericis agatur. Nolt' 
bat ergo clericos lap^os quadruPlicem panitentia gradum 
percurrere, Sed quetnadmodum lapso in fomicationem dia- 
conn non statim commnnionem reddit, sea ejus conversionem 
et morum emendationem probandam esse censit, ut ad eumdem 
lannnem tertium observavimus, tta dubium esse non fotesi 
quin rtd criminis magnituJinem probandi modum et tempus 
accom moiaverit, 

> The Ben. cd. suppi>se for the purpose of learning: sorcery. 
cf. Can. Ixxxiti., where a lighter punishment is assigned to 
consulters of wizards. 

s cj^ofioAoyovfMvo«. *' The verb in St. Matt zi. 35 ezpressee 
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mitted by the loving-kindness of God the 
power of loosing and binding ' will not be 
deserving of condemnation, if he become less 
severe, as he beholds the exceeding great- 
ness of the penitence of the sinner, so as 
to lessen the period of punishment, for the 
history in the Scriptures informs us that all 
who exercise penitence * with greater zeal 
quickly receive the loving-kindness of God.' 

LXXV. The man wlio has been polluted 
with his own sister, either on the father's or the 
mother's side, must not be allowed to enter 
the house of prayer, until he has given up 
his iniquitous and unlawful conduct. And, 
after he has come to a sense of that fearful 
sin, let him weep for three years standing at 
the door of the house of prayer, and entreat- 
ing the people as they go in to prayer that 
each and all will mercifully ofler on his be- 
half their prayers with earnestness to the 
Lord. After this let him be received for 
another period of three years to hearing 
alone, and while hearing the Scriptures and 
the instruction, let him be expelled and not 
be admitted to prayer. Afterwards, if he 
has asked it with tears and has fallen before 
the Lord with contrition of heart and great 
humiliation, let kneeling be accorded to 
him during other three years. Thus, when 
he shall have worthily shewn the fruits of 
repentmce, let him be received in the tenth 
year to the prayer of the faithful without 
oblation; and after standing with the faithful 
in prayer for two years, then, and not till 
then, let him be held worthy of the commun- 
ion of the good thing. 

LXXVI. The same rule applies to those 
who take their own daughters in law. 

LXXVII. He who abandons the wife, 
lawfully united to him, is subject by the sen- 
tence of the Lord to the penalty of adultery. 
But it has been laid down as a canon by our 
Fathers that such sinners should weep for a 
year, be hearers for two years, in kneeling 
for three years, stand with the faithful in the 

thanksf^rivini; and praise, and in this sense was ured by many 
Chrtsti in writers (Suicer, s,v.). But more jjenerally in the 
early Fathers it signifies the whole course of penitentiiil diH- 
cipline, the outward act and performance of penance. From 
this it came to mean that public Hcknowled|rmentof sin which 
formed so important a part of penitence. Irenaeus (r. /far. 
i* >.)< § 5) speaks of an adulterer who, havin>^ been converted, 
passed her whole life in a state of penitence ((^oiAoKoyoviiiirtf^ 
in exomoln&resi) ; and (ib. iii. 4) of Cordon often commg^ into 
the church and confessing his errors (i^oiioKoywfiwo^).** 
D.CA. i. 64^. • 

1 Here we see "binding and loosinsr" passing from the 
Scriptural sense of declaring: what acts are forbidden and com- 
mitted rMatt. xvi. iQ and xxiii. 4. See note of liev. A. Carr in 
Cambrtdj^e Bible for Schootx) into the later ecclesiastical 
sense of imposing and remitting penalties for sin. The first 
res^ards rather moral obligation, and, as is implied in the force 
of the tenses alike in the passasrcs of St. Mattnew cited and in 
St. John XX. 33, the recognition and announcement of the 
divine judgment already passed on sins and sinners ; the latter 
regards the imposition of disciplinary penalties. 

' ro »c «(ouoAoyjuiov^^fOV«. 

* e^. according to the Ben. note, Manasseh and Hezekiah. 



seventh ; and thus be deemed worthy of the 
oblation, if they have repented with tears.' 

LXXVIIL Let the same rule hold good 
in the case of those who marry two sisters, 
although at different times.* 

LXXIX. Men who rage after their step- 
mothers are subject to the same canon as 
those who rage after their sisters/ 

LXXX. On polygamy the Fathers are 
silent, as being brutish and altogether in- 
human. The sin seems to me worse than 
fornication. It is tlierefore reasonable that 
such sinners should be subject to the canons ; 
namely a year's weeping, three years kneel- 
ing and then reception.* 

LXXXL During the invasion of the bar- 
barians many men have sworn heathen oaths, 
tasted things unlawfully offered them in 
magic temples and so have broken their 
faith in God. Let regulations be made in 
the case of these men in accordance with the 
canons laid down by our Fathers.* Those 

1 The Ben. note points out that St. Basil refers to the repu- 
diati(m of a lawful wife for some other cause than adultery. It 
remarks that though Basil does not order it to be punished as 
severely as adultery there is no doubt that he would not allow 
communion before the dismissal of the unlawful wife. It pro- 
ceeds " I'llud auUm dfffin'ltHS est statuere^ quid de matrimonio 
Post eiectam uxor em adulteram coniracto senserit, Hatum a 
Basilio kabitnm fuisse ejusmodi matrimoHtum pronmntiat 
Aristenus, Atqme id ^uidem Basilius, conceftis verbis mom 
dectaral ; fed tameM vtdetur hoc i'm re a MOMtori ac meliori 
sententia discessisse. Aam 1^ mar Hum iMJusie dimissum 
ab alio matrimoMio mom excludit, ut vidimus iM caMOMtbut 
9 et 3^. Porro mom vtdetur iure dimitteMti deMegas»c<t 
quod iM juste dimisso coucedebat, 2^ Cum Jubeat uxorem 
adulteram ejici^ vix dubium est qmiu matrimoMium adulterio 
uxor is fuissei mariti^ ac ^ multo durior^ qnam uxor is 
couditiot si Mec adulteram retiueret Mecaliam ducere iMteg-rum 
fuisset, 

*cf. Letter clx. p. aia. 

> The Ben. note is Prima specie mom omMiMo frrspicuum 
est utrum sorores ex uiroque pareute iMtelligat^ an tautum ex 
alterutro. Nam cum iu cauoMe 79 eos qui suas Murus accipiuut. 
MOM srt^erius puuiat^ quam cui cum sorore ex matre xel ex 
pat re rem habetit, forte videri posset idem statuere de iis qui iM 
novercas iMsoMinut. SedtameM multo probabilius est eamdem 
illis pcmam iwpoMiy ac iis qui cum sorore ex utroque fareutt 
coMtamiMautur. Jsom CMim distiMctioMe utitur Basilius ut iu 
canone 75; mcc mirum si peccatum cum uox^erca gravius 
quam cum nuru, oh factam fatri iujuriam^ judicavit. 

< i.f. prtihably only into the place of standers. Zonarat 
and Bulsainon understand by polygamy a fourth marriage; 
trigamy being permitted {cf. Canon 1. p. 2^0) though discour- 
aged. The Ben. annotator dissents, pointing out that in 
Canon iv. Basil calls trigamy, polygamy, and quoting Gr^jpry 
of Nazianzus (Orat.^i) as calling a third marriage irapavo^ta. 
Maran confirms this opinion by the comparison of the impo> 
sition on polygam^y of the same number of years of penance as 
are assigned to trigamy in Canon iv. ** Theodore of Canter- 
bury A.D. 6S7 imposes a penance of seven yeats on trigamists 
hut pronounces the marriages valid {PeMiteutial^ lib, i. c. xiv. 
§ X). Nicephorus of Constantinople, A.D. 814, suspends triga- 
mists for five vears. {Hard. CoMcil.tom.iv. p. 101^2.) Hemrd 
of Tours, A.lJ. S58, declares any greater number of wives than 
two to be unlawftil ( Cap cxi. ibii/, tom. ▼. p. 557). I<eo the Wise, 
Emperor of Constantinople, was allowea to marry three wives 
without public remonstrance, but was suspended from com- 
munion Dv the patriarch Nicholas when he married a fourth. 
This led to a council beinu' held at Constantinople, A.D. 920, 
which finally settled the Greek discipline on the subject of 
third and fourth marriages. It ruled that the penalty for a 
fourth marria^re was to be excommunication and exclusion 
from the church ; for a third marriage, if a man were forty 
years old. suspension for five years, and admission to com- 
munion thereafter only on Easter day. If he were thirty years 
old. suspension for four years, and admission to communior 
thereafter only three times a year.** Diet, Christ, AmI, ii. p. 

1104. 

B The Ben. n. thinks that the Fathers of Ancyra arc meant, 
whose authority seems to have been great in Cappadocia and 
the adjacent provinces. 



who have endured grievous tortures and 
h^ive b«en forced to deiiiiil, through inability 
to sustain rhe anguish, may be excluded fur 
three years, hearers for two, kneelurs for 
three, and so be received into communion. 
Those who have abandoned their fuitli iii 
God. laying hands on the tables of the de- 
mons and swuaring heathen oaths, without 
undergoing great viulence. should be excluded 
for three vears, hearers for two. When Ihev 
have prayed for three yeais ns kneelers, 
and have stood other three with the fiith- 
fiil in supplic^ilion, then let them be received 
into the coininuiiioi of the good thing. 

. LXXXII. As to perjurers, if tlicy have 
broken their oaths under violent compulsion, 
they are under li.;htcr pennltit-s and may 
therefore be revived aiYer six years. If they 
break their faith without compulsion, let 
them be weepers for two years, hearers for 
three, pr^y as kneelers for five, during other 
two be received into the communion of prayer 
"without oblation, and so at last, after giving; 
proofof due repentance, they shall be restored 
to the communioQ of the body of Christ. 

LXXXllI. Consulters of soothsayers and 
they who follow heathen customs, or bring 
persons into their houses to discover rem- 
edies and to effect purification, should full 
under the canon of six years. After weep- 
ing a year, hearing a year, kneeling for 
three years and standing with the fiithfid for 
a year so let them be received. 

LXXXIV. I write all this with a view 
to testing the fruits of repentance.' I do not 
decide such mutters absolutely by time, but 
I give heed to the manner of penance. If 
men are in a state in which they find it hard 
to be weaned from their own ways and 
choose rather to serve the pleasures of the 
flesh than to serve the Lord, and refuse to 
accept the Gospel life, there is no common 
ground between me and thum. In the midst 
of a disobedient and gainsaying people I have 
been taught to hear the words ■' Save thy 
own soul."* Do not then let us consent to 
perish together with such sinners. Let ns 
fear the awful judgment. Let us keep before | 
our eyes the terrible day of the retribution of 
the Lord. Let us not consent to perish in 
other men's sins, for if the terrors of the 
Lord have not taught us, if so great calami- 
ties have not brought us to feel that it is 
because of our iniquity that the Lord has 
abandoned us, and given ns into the hands 
of barbarians, th.it the people have been led 
captive before our foes and given over to 
dispersion, because the bearers of Christ's 

>. 256; here the w^rJ tvem* to m- 
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name have dared such deeds; if they have 
not known nor understood that it is for these 
reasons that the wrath of God has come upon 
us, what common ground of argument have 
I with them ? 

But we ought to testify to them day and 
night, alike in public ami in private. Let 
us not consent to be drawn away with them 
in their wickedness. Let us above all pray 
that we may do them good, and rescue them 
from the snare of the evil one. If we cannot 
do this, let us at all events do oui best to save 
our own souls from everlasting damnadon. 

LETTER CCXVIIL' 

To Amfkihekius, bishop of Iconium. 

BitoTiiER ./^r.iANUs has himself completed 
the business concerning which he came, and 
lias stood in need of no aid from me. I owe 
him, however, double thanks, both for bring- 
ing me a letter from your reverence and for 
aflurding me an opportunity of writing to 
you. Bv him, therefore, I salule your true 
and unft-igned love, and beseech you to pray 
for me more than ever now, when I stand in 
such need of the aid of jour prayers. My 
he.nlth has suffered terribly from the journey 
to Pontns and mv sickness is unendurable. 
One thing I have long been anxious to make 
known to you. I do not mean to say that I 
have been so affected by any other cause as 
to forget it, but now I wish to put you in 
mind to send some good man into Lycia, to 
enquire who are of the right faith, for perarf- 
venture they ought not to be neglected, if 
indeed the report is true, which has been 
brought to me by a pious traveller from 
thence, that they have become altogether 
ilicnated from the opinion of the Asian!.* 
.ind wish to embrace communion with ns. 
If any one is to go let him enquire at Cory- 
dala ' for Alexander, the late monk, tbe 
l)iihop; at Limyra* for Diotimiis, and at 
Mvra * for Tatianus, Polemo,' andMacarins 
presbyters; at Patara' for Eudcmus," the 
bishop; at Tclmessus' for Hilarius, the 
bishop; at Phelua for Lallianus. the bishop. 
Of these and of more besides I have been in- 
formed that they .ire soimd in the faith, and 



' i.i. the inhabitants of the Ramia province of A>h>. cf. 

' Cfliiiialli. nnnr tUdxIndU. ii an the road between l.ntra 
inil P.ili'ira. Thcreireruiiiiafathealrc. ^. Plin. v. ij. 
' Now l^in<:ki. 

• :io the lien. eel. Other reaillnKa are ••' KvfK»< and ■> 
Hil^rt, On Mvra cf. A.l« ilvii. s. on which Conrhtaie an.l 
Ho.v-nn relcr to Fello™.' Atta .UUar, p. 19) sad SptuU and 

• AnerwaHVbiihopofMyra.iiidBiiucbatConiladtlaople 
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I have been grateful to God that even any in 
the Asian region should be clear of the here- 
tic's pest. If, then, it be possible, let us in 
the meanwhile make personal enquiry about 
them. When we have obtained information, 
I am for writing a letter, and am anxious to 
invite one of them to meet me. God grant 
that all may go well with that Church at 
Iconium, which Ts so dear to me. Through 
you I salute all the honourable clergv and all 
who are associated with your reverence. 

LETTER CCXIX.' 

To the clergy of Samosata, 

The Lord ordereth " all things in meas- 
ure and weight," * and brings on us the 
temptations which do not exceed our power 
to endure them,' but tests all that fight in the 
cause of true religion by affliction, not suffer- 
ing them to be tempted above that they are 
able to bear.* He gives tears to drink in 
great measure* to all who ought to show 
whetiier in their affections they are preserv- 
ing their gratitude to Him. Especially in 
His dispensation concerning you has He 
shown His loving-kindness, not sufl^ering 
such a persecution to be brought on you by 
your enemies as might turn some of you 
aside, or cause you to swerve from the faith 
of Christ. He has matched you with adver- 
saries who are of small importance and easy 
to be repelled, and has prepared the prize 
for your patience in your victory over them. 
But the common enemy of our life, who, in 
his wiles, strives against the goodness of 
God, because he has seen that, like a strong 
wall, you are despising attack from without, 
has devised, as I hear, that there should 
arise among yourselves mutual off^ences and 
quarrels. These indeed, at the outset, are 
insigniffcant and easy of cure; as time goes 
on, however, they are increased by conten- 
tion and are wont to result in irremediable 
mischief.* I have, therefore, undertaken to 
exhort you by this letter. Had it been possi- 
ble, I would have come myself and suppli- 
cated you in person. But this is prevented 
by present circumstances, and so, in lieu of 
supplication, I hold out this letter to you, 
that you may respect my entreaty, may put 
a stop to your mutual rivalries, and may 
soon send me the good news that all cause 
of offence among you is at an end. 

2. I am very anxious that you should 



» Placed in 375. • cf. Matt. vi. 13. 
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know that he is great before God who hum- 
bly submits to his neighbour and submits to 
charges against himself, without having 
cause for shame, even though they are not 
true, that he may bring the great blessing of 
peace upon God's Church. 

I hope that there will arise among you 
a friendly rivalry, as to who shall first be 
worthy of being called God's son, after win- 
ning this rank for himself because of his 
being a peacemaker. A letter has also been 
written to you by your very God-beloved 
bishop as to the course which you ought to 
pursue. He will write again what it belongs 
to him to say. But I too, because of its 
having been already allowed me to be near 
you, cannot disregard your position. So on 
the arrival of the very devout brother Theo- 
dorus the sub-deacon, and his report that 
your Church is in distress and disturbance, 
being deeply grieved and much pained at 
heart, I could not endure to keep silence. I 
implore you to fling away all controversy 
with one another, and to make peace, that 
you may avoid giving pleasure to your op- 
ponents and destroying the boast of the 
Church, which is now noised abroad through- 
out the world, that you all, as you are ruled 
by one soul and heart, so live in one body. 
Through your reverences I salute all the 
people of God, both those in rank and otiice 
and the rest of the clergy. I exhort you 
to keep your old character. I can ask for 
nothing more than this because by the exhibi- 
tion of your good works you have anticipated 
and made impossible any improvement on 
them. 

LETTER CCXX.« 

To the Beraans* 

The Lord has given g^eat consolation to 
all who are deprived of personal intercourse 
in allowing them to communicate by letter. 
By this means, it is true, we cannot learn 
the express image of the body, but we can 
learn the disposition of the very soul. Thus 
on the present occasion, when I had received 
the letter of your reverences, I at the same 
moment recognised you, and took your love 
towards me into my heart, and needed no 
long time to create intimacy with you. The 
disposition shewn in your letter was quite 
enough to enkindle in me affection for the 
beauty of your soul. And, besides your letter, 
excellent as it was, I had a yet plainer 
proof of how things are with you from 

» Placed in 375. 

s The Syrian Benea, Aleppo, or Haleb. ef, LHitr dzzxr. 
p. aaa. 
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the amiability of the brethren who have been 
the meansof communication between us. The 
well-beloved and reverend presbyter Acacius, 
has told me much in addition to what you 
have written, and has brought before my 
eyes the conflict you have to keep up day by 
day, and the stoutness of the stand you are 
making for the true religion. He has thus 
so moved my admiration, and roused in 
me so earnest a desire of enjoying the good 
qualities in you, that I do pray the Lord that 
a time may <:ome when I may know you and 
yours by personal experience. He has told 
me of the exactitude of those of you who are 
entrusted with the ministry of the altar, and 
moreover of the harmonious agreement of all 
the people, and the generous chiiracter and 
genuine love towards God of the magistrates 
and chief men of your city. I consequently 
congratulate the Church on consisting of 
such members, and pray that spiritual peace 
may be given to you in yet greater abun- 
dance, to the end that in quieter times you 
may derive enjoyment from your labours in 
the day of afHiction. For sufferings that are 
painful while they are being experienced are 
naturally often remembered with pleasure. 
For the present I beseech you not to faint. 
Do not despair because your troubles follow 
so closely one upon another. Your crowns 
are near ; the help of the Lord is near. Do 
not let all you have hitherto undergone go 
for nothing; do not nullify a struggle which 
has been famous over all the world. Human 
life is but of brief duration. " All flesh is 
grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as 
the flower of the field. . . . The grass 
withereth, the flower fadeth ; but the word 
of our God shall stand for ever." * Let iis 
hold fast to the commandment that abideth, 
and despise the unrealit}' that passcth away. 
Many Churches have been cheered by your 
example. In calling new champions into 
the field you have won for yourselves a great 
reward, though you knew it not. The Giver 
of the prize is rich, and is able to reward 
you not unworthily for your brave deeds. 

LETTER CCXXI.' 
To the Beraans. 

You were previously known to me, my 
dear friends, by your far-famed piety, and by 
the crown won by your confession in Christ. 
Feradventure one of you may ask in reply who 
can have carried these tidings of us so far? 
The Lord Himself; for He puts His wor- 
shippers like a lamp on a lamp-stand, and 



1 Is. xl. 6, 8. 
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makes them shine throughout the whole 
world. Are not winners in the games wont 
to be made famous by the prize of victory, 
and craftsmen by the skilful design of their 
work } Shall the memory of these and others 
like them abide forever unforgotten, and shall 
not Christ's worsliippers, concerning whom 
the Lord says Himself, Them that honour 
me I will lionour, be made famous and glo- 
rious by Him before all? Shall He not dis- 
play the brightness of their radiant splendour 
as He does the beams of the sun? But I 
have been moved to greater longing for you 
by the letter which you have been good 
enough to send me, a letter in which, above 
and beyond your former efforts on behalf of 
the truth, you have been yet more lavish of 
your abounding and vigorous zeal for the 
true faith. In all this I rejoice with you, 
and I pray with you that the God of the uni- 
verse, Whose is the struggle and the arena, 
and Who gives the crown, may fill you with 
enthusiasm, may make your souls strong, 
and make your work such as to meet with 
His divine approval. 

LETTER CCXXII.» 

j^o the people of Chalcis,^ 

The letter of your reverences came upon 
me in an hour of aflliction like water poured 
into the mouths of racehorses, inhaling dust 
with each eager breath at high noontide in 
the middle of the course. Beset by trial 
after trial, I breathed again, at once cheered 
by your words and invigorated by the 
thouglit of your struggles to meet that which 
is before me with unflinching courage. For 
the conflagration which has devoured a great 
part of the East is already advancing by 
slow degrees into our own neighbourhood, 
and after burningr everything round about us 
is trying to reach even the Churches in Cap- 
padocia, already moved to tears by the 
smoke that rises from the ruins of our neigh- 
bours* homes.' The flames have almost 
reached me. May the Lord divert them by 
the breath of His mouth, and stay this 

» Placed in .^75. 

>The S^ian Chaecis^ now Kinesrin. Maran Vit. Bag, 
Chap, xxxiii. supposes this letter to have been probably carried 
with Letttr ccxxi. )\v Acacius. 

s Maran Vit. Bois. I. c. says that these words cannot refer 
to the persecution of Vulens in Cappadocia in 371, for that 
persecution went on between Constantinople and Cappadocia, 
and did not start from the East. There need be no surprise, 
he thinks, at the two precedinif letters containing no mention 
of this persecution, because Acacius, who was a native of 
Rera, would be sure to report all that he had observed In 
Cappadocia. I am not sure that the reference to a kind of 
prairie fire spreadioif from the £ast does not mther imply a 
prevalence of heresv than what is commonly meant by perse, 
cution. Mclctius. however, was banished from Antiocn in wj 
and Ensebius from Samosata in'the same year, as graphicajiy 
described by Theodoret H, £, iv. 13. 
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wicked fire. Who is such a coward, so un- 
manly, so untried in the athlete's struggles, 
as not to be nerved to the fight by your 
cheers, and pray to be hailed victor at your 
side ? You have been the first to step into the 
arena of true religion ; you have beaten ofl^ 
many an attack in bouts Avith the heretics ; 
you have borne the strong hot wind* of trial, 
both you who are leaders of the Church, 
to whom has been entrusted the ministry of 
the altar, and every individual of the laity, 
including those of higher rank. For this in 
you is specially admirable and worthy of all 
praise, that you are all one in the Lord, 
some of you leaders in the march to what is 
Pfood, others willingly following. It is for 
this reason that you are too strong for the 
attack of your assailants, and allow no hold 
to your antagonists in any one of your mem- 
bers, wherefore day and night I pray the King 
of the ages to preserve the people in the 
integrity of their faith, and for them to pre- 
serve the clergy, like a head unharmed at 
the top, exercising its own watchful fore- 
thouii^ht for every portion of the body under- 
neath. For while the eyes discharge their 
functions, the hands can do their work as 
they ought, the feet can move without trip- 
ping, and no part of the body is deprived of 
due care. I beseech you, then, to cling to 
one another, as you are doing and as you 
will do. I beseech you who are entrusted 
with the care of souls to keep each and all 
together, and to cherish them like beloved 
children. I beseech the people to continue 
to show you the respect and honour due to 
fathers, that in the goodly order of your 
Church you may keep your strength and the 
foundation of your faith in Christ; that 
God's name may be glorified and the good 
gift of love increase and abound. May 1, as 
I hear of you, rejoice in your progress in 
God. If I am still bidden to sojourn in the 
flesh in this world, may I one day see you in 
the peace of God. If I be now summoned 
to depart this life, may I see you in the radi- 
ant glory of the saints, together with all them 
who are accounted worthy through patience 
and showing forth of good works, with 
crowns upon your heads. 

LETTER CCXXIII.' 

Against Eustathius of Sebasteia} 

I. There is a time to keep silence and a 
time to speak, ^ is the saying of the Preacher. 

1 riuawi'a. cf. Matt. xx. la. Luke xii. 55, and James i. 11. 
« Placed in 375. 

* On the mutual relations of Ra^il and Eustathius up to this 
time, ef. Prolegomena. * Eccles. iti. 7. 



Time enough has been given to silence, and 
now the time has eome to open my mouth 
for the publication of the truth concerning 
matters that are, up to now, unknown. The 
illustrious Job bore his calamities for a long 
time in silence, and ever showed his courage 
by holding out under the most intolerable 
sufierings, but when he had struggled long 
enough in silence, and had persisted in cov- 
en r.g his anguish in the bottom of his heart, 
at last he opened his mouth and uttered his 
well-known words.' In my own case this is 
now the third year of my silence, and my 
boast has become like that of the Psalmist, 
^^ I was as a man that heareth not and in 
whose mouth are no reproofs." • Thus I shut 
up in the bottom of my heart the pangs 
which I sufi^ered on account of the calumnies 
directed against me, for calumny humbles a 
man, and calumny makes a poor man giddy.* 
If, therefore, the mischief of calumny is so 
great as to cast down even the perfect man 
from his height, for this is what Scripture 
indicates by the word man, and by the poor 
man is meant he who lacks the great doc- 
trines, as is the view also of the prophet 
when he says, *' These are poor, therefore 
they shall not hear ; . . . I will get me 
unto the great men,"* he means by poor 
those who are lacking in understanding; 
and here, too, he plainly means those who 
are not yet furnished in the inner man, and 
have not even come to the full measure of 
their age ; it is these who are said by the 
proverb to l>e made giddy and tossed about. 
Nevertheless I thought that I ought to bear 
my troubles in silence, waiting for some indi- 
cation to come out of them. I did not even 
think that what was said against me pro- 
ceeded from ill will ; I thought it was the 
result of ignorance of the truth. But now I 
see that hostility increases with time, and 
that mv slanderers are not sorry for what 
they said at the beginning, and do not take 
any trouble to make amends for the past, 
but go on and on and rally themselves to- 
gether to attain their original object. This 
was to make my life niiserable and to devise 
means for sullying my reputation among the 
brethren. I, therefore, no longer see safety 
in silence. I have bethought me of the 
words of Isaiah: "I have long time holden 
my peace, shall I always be still and refrain 
myself? I have been patient like a travail- 
ing woman." * God grant that I may both 
receive the reward of silence, and gain some 
strength to confute my opponents, and that 

» Job ili. \t$eqq. * Ps. xxxviii. 14. 

* Vy. »j awitcxAai'Tio ir«oi«^^o#t ♦roArr. Eccles. vii. S, LXX. Co* 
lumnia conturhat fnpientem etptrdtt ruhmr cordis illius. Vulif. 
« Jer. iv. 5, LXX. » isa. zlU. 14, LXX. 



LETTERS. 



263 



thus, by confuting them, I may dry up the 
bitter torrent of falsehood that has gushed 
out against me. So might I say, *' My soul 
has passed over the torrent ; " * and, *' If it 
had not been the Lord who was on our side 
when men rose up against us, . . . then 
they had swallowed us up quick, the water 
had drowned us." " 

2. Much time had I spent in vanity, and 
had wasted nearly all my youth in the vain 
labour which I underwent in acquiring the 
wisdom made foolish by God. Then once 
upon a time, like a man roused from deep 
sleep^ I turned my eyes to the marvellous 
light of the truth of the Gospel, and I per- 
ceived the uselessness of" the wisdom of the 
princes of this world, that come to naught." ' 
I wept many tears over my miserable life, 
and I prayed that guidance might be vouch- 
safed me to admit me to the doctrines of true 
religion. First of all was I minded to make 
some mending of my ways, long perverted 
as they were by my intimacy with wicked 
men. Then I read the Gospel, and I saw 
there that a great means of reaching perfec- 
tion was the selling of one's goods, the shar- 
y^' ing them with the poor, the giving up of all 
care for this life, and the refusal to allow the 
soul to be turned by any sympathy to things 
of earth. And I prayed that I might find 
some one of the brethren who had chosen 
this way of life, that with him I might cross 
life's short* and troubled strait. And many 
did I find in Alexandria, and many in the 
rest of Egypt, and others in Palestine, and in 
Ccele Syria, and in Mesopotamia. I admired 
their continence in living, and their endur- 
ance in toil ; I was amazed at their persist- 
ency in prayer, and at their triumphing over 
sleep ; subdued by no natural necessity, ever 
keeping their souls' purpose high and free, 
in hunger, in thirst, in cold, in nakedness,* 
they never yielded to the body ; they were 
never willing to waste attention on it ;* 
always, as though living in a flesh that was 
not theirs, they shewed in very deed what it 
is to sojourn for a while in this life,* and 
what to have one's citizenship and home in 
heaven.' All this moved my admiration. I 
called these men's lives blessed, in that they 
did in deed shew that they " bear about in 
their body the dying of Jesus." * And I 
prayed that I, too, as far as in me lay, might 
imitate them. 

3. So when I beheld certain men in my 
own country striving to copy their ways, I felt 
that I had K>und a help to my own salvation, 



1 P». cxxiv. 5. LXX. 
> Ps. cxxiv. 3, 4, LXX. 
* I Cor. H. 6. 
« Al, dMp, 



» J Cor. xi. 37. 
*cf. Heb. xi. ty. 
»f/. Phil.Ui. ao. 
•a Cor. iv. 10. 



and I took the things seen for proof of things 
unseen. And since the secrets in the hearts 
of each of us are unknown, I held lowliness 
of dress to be a suflicient indication of lowli- 
ness of spirit ; and there was enough to con- 
vince me in the coarse cloak, the girdle, and 
the shoes of untanned hide.* And though 
many were for withdrawing me from their 
society, I would not allow it, because I saw 
that they put a life of endurance before a 
life of pleasure ; and, because of the extraor- 
dinary excellence of their livfcs, I became 
an eager supporter of them. And so it 
came about that I would not hear of any 
fault being found with their doctrines, 
although many maintained that their con- 
ceptions about God were erroneous, and that 
they had b^ome disciples of the champion 
of the present heresy, and were secretly 
propagating his teaching. But, as I had 
never at any time heard these things with 
my own ears, I concluded that those who 
reported them were calumniators. Then I 
was called to preside over the Church. Of 
the watchmen and spies, who were given 
me under the pretence of assistance and 
loving communion, I say nothing, lest I 
seem to injure my own cause by telling an 
incredible tale, or give believers an occasion 
for hating their fellows, if I am believed. 
This had almost been my own case, had I 
not been prevented by the mercy of God. 
For almost every one became an object of 
suspicion to me, and smitten at heart as 
I was by wounds treacherously inflicted, I 
seemed to find nothing in any man that I 
could trust. But so far there was, never- 
theless, a kind of intimacy kept up between 
us. Once and again we held discussions on 
doctrinal points, and apparently we seemed 
to aj^ree and keep together. But they began 
to find out that I made the same statements 
concerning my faith in God which they had 
always heard from me. For, if other things 
in me may move a sigh, this one boast at 
least I dare make in the Lord, that never for 
one moment have I held erroneous concep- 
tions about God, or entertained heterodox 
opinions, which I have learnt later to change. 
The teaching about God which I had received 
as a boy from my blessed mother and my 
grandmother Macrina, I have ever held with 
increased conviction. On my coming to 
ripe years of reason I did not shift my opin- 
ions from one to another, but carried out the 



1 With St. Basil's too irreAt readiness tn believe in Eustnthius 
because of his mean jrarb contrast Auirustine De Strm. Dom. 
** Animadvtriendum esinon in solo rerum corporearnm niior* 
aique pompa, sed etiam tn ipsis sordibitx iutosis esse posse 
jactantiam^ et eo periculosiorem quo sub nomine serviiuiiM 
Dei decipit,** 
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principles delivered to me by my parents. 
Just as the seed when it grows is first tiny 
and then gets higger but always preserves 
its identity, not changed in kind thou«^h 
gradually perfected ingrowth, so I reckon the 
same doctrine to have grown in my case 
through gradually advancing stages. What I 
hold now has not replaced what I held at the 
beginning. Let them search their own con- 
sciences. Let these men who have now 
made me the common talk on the charge of 
false doctrine, and deafened all men*8 ears 
with the defamatory letters which they have 
written against me, so that I am compelled 
thus to defend myself, ask themselves if 
they have ever heard anything from me, 
differing from what I now say, and let them 
remember tlie judgment seat of Christ. 

4. I am charged with blasphemy against 
God. Yet it is impossible for me to be con- 
victed on the ground of any treatise concern- 
ing the Faith, which they urge against me, 
nor can I be charged on the ground of the 
utterances which I have from time to time 
delivered by word of mouth, without their 
being committed to writing, in the churches 
of God. Not a single witness has been 
found to say that he has ever heard from me, 
when speaking in private, anything contrary 
to true religion. If then I am not an unortlio- 
dox writer, if no fault can be found with my 
preaching, if I do not lead astray those who 
converse with me in my own home, on what 
ground am I being judged? But there is 
a new invention ! Somebody,* runs the 
charge, in Syria has written something in- 
consistent with true religion; and twenty 
years or more ago you wrote him a letter : 
so you are an accomplice of the fellow, and 
what is urged against him is urged against 
you. O truth-loving sir, I reply, you who 
have been taught that lies are the offsprin;^ 
of the devil ; what has proved to you that I 
wrote that letter ? You never sent ; you 
never asked ; you were never informed by 
me, who might have told you the truth. 
But if the letter was mine, how do you 
know thiit the document that has come into 
vour hands now is of the same date as my 
letter? Who told you that it is twenty years 
old ? How do you know that it is a com- 
position of the man to whom my letter was 
sent? And if he was the composer, and I 
wrote to him, and my letter and his com- 
position belong to the same date, what proof 
is there that I accepted it in my judgment, 
and that I hold those views? 

5. Ask yourself. How often did you 

^ i.f . Apollinarius. ef. Letters cxxx. p. 198, and ccxxir. 



visit me in my monastery on the Iris, when 
my very God-beloved brother Gregory was 
with me, following the same course of life 
as myself? Did you ever hear anything of 
the kind? Was there any appearance of 
such a thing, small or great? How many 
days did we spend in the opposite village, at 
my mother's, living as friend with friend « 
and discoursing together night and day? 
Did you ever find me holding any opinion of 
the kind? And when we went together to 
visit the blessed Silvanus,' did we not talk 
of these things on the way? And at Eusi- 
noe,' when you were about to set out with 
other bishops for Lampsacus,* was not our 
discourse about the faith? Were not your 
shorthand writers at my side the whole time 
wliile I was dictating my objections to the 
heresy? Were not your most faithful dis- 
ciples there too? When I was visiting the 
brotherhood, and passing the night with 
them in their prayers, continually speaking 
and hearing of the things pertaining to God 
without dispute, was not the evidence which 
I gave of my sentiments exact and definite? 
How came you then to reckon this rotten 
and slender suspicion as of more importance 
than the experience of such a length of 
time? What evidence of my frame of mind 
ought you to have preferred to your own ? 
Has there been the slightest want of harmony 
in my utterances about the faith at Chalce- 
don, again and again at Heraclea, and at an 
earlier period in the suburb of Caesarea? 
Are they not all mutually consistent? I 
only except the increase in force of which I 
spoke just now, resulting from advance, and 
which is not to be regarded as a change from 
worse to better, but rather as a filling up of 
what was wanting in the addition of know- 
ledge. How can you fail to bear in mind 
that the father shall not bear the iniquity of 
the son, nor the son bear the iniquity of the 
father, but each shall die in his own sin ? * I 
have neither father nor son slandered by you ; 
I have had neither teacher nor disciple. 
But if the sins of the parents must be made 
charges against their children, it is far fairer 
for the sins of Arius to be charged against his 
disciples ; and, whoever begat the heretic 
Aetius,* for the charges against the son to 
be applied to the fathen If on the other 

> i.e, Silvanus of Tarsus, ef. Letters xxxiv. p. 136, and 
Ixvii. n. 164. 

s I have not been able to identify Eosinoe. There was an 
Eusene on the north coast of Pontus. 

3 i.e, in 36A, tlie year after St. Basil's ordination as presbyter, 
and the publiciition of his work against Eunomius. The 
Council of Lampsncus, at which Basil was not present, repudi- 
ated the Creeds of Arirainum and Confttantinople ( \^q and 
i6o), and reasserted the ad Dedication Creed of Antioch of 541. 
Maran dates it 361 ( Vit, £as, x.), 

* cf, Ezek. xviii. jo. *Cf'P' 3i n* 
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hand it is unjust for any one to be accused 
for their sakes, it is far more unjust that I 
should be held res{x>nsible for the sake of 
inen with whom I have nothing to do, even 
if they were in every respect sinners, and 
something worthy of condemnation has been 
written by them. I must be pardoned if I 
do not believe all that is urged against them, 
since my own experience shows me how 
very easy it is for accusers to slip into slander. 
6. Even if they did come forward* to 
accuse me, because they had been deceived, 
and thought that I was associated with the 
writers of those words of Sabellius which 
they are carrying about, they were guilty of 
unpardonable conduct in straightway attack- 
ing and wounding me, when I had done 
them no wrong, before they had obtained 
plain proof. I do not like to speak of my- 
self as bound to them in the closest inti- 
macy ; or of them as being evidently not led 
by the Holy Spirit, because of their cherish- 
ing false suspicions. Much anxious thought 
must be taken, and many sleepless nights 
must be passed, and with many tears must 
the truth be souj]jht from God, by him who is 
on the point of cutting himself off from a 
brother's friendship. Even the rulers of 
this world, when they are on the point of 
sentencing some evil doer to death, draw the 
veil aside,* and call in experts for the exami- 
nation of the case, and consume considerable 
time in weighing the severity of the law 
against the common fault of humanity, and 
with many a sigh and many a lament for the 
stern necessity of the case, proclaim before 
all the people that they are obeying the law 
from necessity, and not passing sentence to 
gratify their own wishes.' How much 
greater care and diligence, how much more 
counsel, ought to be taken by one who is on 
the point of breaking off from long estab- 
lished friendship with a brother! In this 
case there is only a single letter and tliat of 
doubtful genuineness. It would be quite im- 
possible to argue that it is known by the sig- 
nature, for they possess not the original, but 
only a copy. They depend on one single 
document and tliat an old one. It is now 



t a4^#Avot^at. So the Harl. MS. for ithikKoyrat, On the 
Mnse which may be applied to either verb cf. Valcsius on 
Am. Marcillimw xvJii. 3, whom the Ben. Ed. point out 
to he in error in thiiikin); that BasilN idea is of drawinu a 
curtain or veil over the proceedings, and Chrysostom J/om. 
ivi. tu Mali. 'Eti Tor« 6iKa<rrals, brap 6riiio<ria icp.fwcrt, tA irapa- 
irrra^'jbtara <rvvf\KV<rayr(V oi irap«irTWTe« jirao-tf 4»'Tow« B^ikvvovvi. 
This meaning of drawing so as to disdose is confirmed b^ 
Basil's xra^anftLOt, vaai yLytfom^iK in tliis passage and in Horn, tn 

Fi. xxxii. , ' , « J. . 

• The Ben. note compares the praise bestowed on Candid- 
ianos by Grejijory of Nazianzus for trying cases in the light 
of day {Ep. cxciv.) and Am. Marctllinus xvii. i, who savs of 
Jnlian, Numerium Narcontnsis paulo ante rectnrem^ accusa. 
tmm ut/urtm, fnitsitato cmxnrio vigor* pro tribunali palam 
admissit volnUibM audubai. 



twenty years since anything has been written 
to that person.* Of my opinions and con- 
duct in the intervening time I can adduce no 
better witnesses than the very men who attack 
and accuse me. 

7. But the real reason of separation is 
not this letter. There is another cause of 
alienation. I am ashamed to mention it; 
and I would have been for ever silent about 
it had not recent events compelled me to 
publish all their mind for the sake of the 
good of the mass of the people. Good men 
have thought that communion with me was 
a bar to the recovery of their authority. 
Some have been influenced by the signature 
of a certain creed which I proposed to them, 
not that I distrusted their sentiments, I con- 
fess, but because I wished to do away with 
the suspicions which the more part of the 
brethren who agree with me entertained of 
them. Accordingly, to avoid anything arising 
from that confession to prevent their being 
accepted by the present authorities,' they 
have renounced communion with me. This 
letter was devised by an after-thought as a 
pretext for the separation. A very plain 
proof of what I say is, that after they had 
denounced me, and composed such com- 
plaints against me as suited them, they sent 
round their letters in all directions before 
communicating wiih me. Their letter was 
in the possession of others who had received it 
in the course of transmission and who were 
on the p>oint of sending it on seven days before 
it had reached my hands. The idea was 
that it would be handed from one to another 
and so would be quickly distributed over the 
whole country. This was reported to me at 
the time by those who were giving me clear 
information of all their proceedings. But I 
determined to hold my tongue until tlie 
Revealer of all secrets should publish their 
doings by plain and incontrovertible demon- 
stration. 

LETTER CCXXIV.» 

To the presbyter Genethlius, 

I . I II AVE received your reverence's letter 
and I am delighted at the title which you 
have felicitously applied to the writing 
which they have composed in calling it " a 
writing of divorcement.'** What defence 
the writers will be able to make before the 



1 i.e. Apollinarius. 

* Though this phrase commonly means the reigninc: em> 
peror, ns in i>///r Ixvi., the Ben. note has no doubt that in 
this instance the reference is to £u7.oius. In Letter ccxxvi. 
§ 3> ^ v-% Basil mentions reconciliation with Euzoius as the 
rciil o">jecl of Eustathius's hostility. Euzoius was now in 
high favour with Valcns. 

» Placed in 375. * Matt. xix. 7. 
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tribunal of Christ, where no excuse will 
avail, I am quite unable to conceive. After 
accusinj]^ mc, violently running n;e down, 
and telling tales in accordance not with the 
truth but with what they wished to be true, 
they have assumed a great show of humility, 

and have accused me of haughtiness for 



refusing to receive their envoys. They have 
written, as they have, what is all — or nearly 
all — for I do not wish to exaggerate, — 
lies, in the endeavour to persuade men 
rather than God, and to please men rather 
than God, with Whom nothing is more 
precious than truth. Moreover into the 
letter written against me they have intro- 
duced heretical expressions, and have con- 
cealed the author of the impiety, in order 
that most of the more unsophisticated might 
be deceived by the calumny got up against 
me, and suppose the portion introduced to 
be mine. For nothing is said by my ingen- 
ious slanderers as to the name of the author 
of these vile doctrines, and it is left for the 
simple to suspect that these inventions, if not 
their expression in writing, is due to me. 
Now that you know all this, I exhort you 
not to be perturbed yourselves, and to calm 
the excitement of those who are agitated. 
I say this although I know that it will not 
be easy for my defence to be received, 
because I have been anticipated by the vile 
calumnies uttered agains.t me by persons of 
influence. 

2. Now as to the point that the writings 
going the round as mine are not mine at all, 
tlie angry feeling felt against me so confuses 
their reason that they cannot see what is 
profitable. Nevertheless, if the question were 
put to them by yourselves, I do think that 
tliey would not reach such a pitch of obsti- 
nate perversity as to dare to utter the lie with 
their own lips, and allege the document in 
question to be mine. And if it is not mine, 
why am I being judged for other men's 
writinjjjs? But they will urge tliat I am in 
communion with Apollinarius, and cherish 
in my heart perverse doctrines of this kind. 
Let them be asked for proof. If they are 
able to search into a man's heart, let them 
say so ; and do you admit the truth of all 
that they say about everything. If on the 
other hand, they are trying to prove my 
being in communion on plain and open 
grounds, let them produce either a canonical 
letter written by me to him, or b}' him to 
me. Let them shew that I have held inter- 
course with his clergy, or have ever received 
any one of them into the communion of 
prayer. If they adduce the letter written 
now five and twenty years ago, written by 



layman to layman, and not even this as I 
wrote it, but altered (God knows by 
whom), then recognise their unfairness. 
No bishop is accused if, while he was a lay- 
man, he wrote something somewhat incau- 
tiously on an indifierent matter ; not anything 
concerning the Faith, but a mere word of 
friendly greeting. Possibly even my oppo- 
nents are known to have written to Jews and 
to Pagans, without incun'ing any blame. 
Hitherto no one has ever been judged for 
any such conduct as that on which I am 
being condemned by these strainers-out of 
g^ats.* God, who knows men's hearts, 
knows that I never wrote these things, nor 
sanctioned them, but that I anathematize 
all who hold the vile opinion of the con- 
fusion of the hypostases, on which point the 
most impious heresy of Sabellius has been re- 
vived. And all the brethren who have been 
personally acquainted with my insignificant 
self know it equally well. Let those very 
men who tiow vehemently accuse me, search 
their own consciences, and they will own 
that from my boyhood I have been far 
removed from any doctrine of the kind. 

3. If any one enquires what my opin- 
ion is, he will learn it from the actual 
little document, to which is appended their 
own autograph signature. This they wish to 
destroy, and they are anxious to conceal their 
own change of position in slandering me. 
For they do not like to own that they have 
repented of their subscription to the tract I 
gave them ; while they charge me with 
impiety from the idea that no one perceives 
that their disruption from me is only n 
pretext, while in reality they have departed 
from that faith which they have over ar.d 
over again owned in writing, before many 
witnesses, and have lastly received and sub- 
scribed when delivered to them by me. 
It is open to any one to read the signatures 
and to learn the truth from the document 
itself. Their intention will be obvious, if, 
after reading the subscription which they 
gave me, any one reads the creed which they 
gave Gelasius,' and observes what a vast 
difierence there is between the two confes- 
sions. It would be better for men who so 
easily shift their own position, not to examine 
other men's motes but to cast out the beam 
in their own eye.' I am making a more 
complete defence on every point in another 
letter ; * this will* satisfy readers who want 
fuller assurance. Do you, now that you 
have received this letter, put away all 
despondency, and confirm the love to me,* 

1 cf. Matt, xxiii. 34. * cf. Mtitt. vii. 4. ■ ^. a Cor. U.S» 

s cf. Litter ocxx. p. 19S. ^ 1'^. Letter ccxxiU. 
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which makes me eagerly long for union Church been injured. If there is any ques- 

with you. Verily it is a g^eat sorrow to me, tion of the wasteful expenditure of money, 

anJ a pain in my heart that cannot be the treasurers of the Church funds are there, 

ubsuaged, if the slanders uttered against me ready to give an account to any one who 

so far prevail as to chill your love and to likes, and to exhibit the injustice of the 

alienate us from one another. Farewell. charges advanced by men who have braved 

tho careful hearing of the case before you. 

P,~,p,p rrvYV > ^^^ ^^^^ ^"" ^^"^**'' "^ difficulty in making 

i-Cii iCiK ^^AAV.^ ^j^g truth clear to any one who seeks it from 

fT' T^ ^y m X At J X the actual writings of the blessed bishop 

T0 Demost/unes,' as from tlu synod of ,^i,„^jj. j^ j,,^^^^.^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^.^^^ ^^ ^H 

otsnops, nonical order which requires investigation, 

I AM always very thankful to God and to a"d your excellency deigns to undertake to 

the emperor, under whose rule we live, hear and to judj^c it, it will be necessary for 

when I see the government of my country "s all to be present, because, if there has 

put into the hands of one who is not only a been a failure in any point of canonical order, 

Christian, but is moreover correct in life the responsibility lies with the consecrators 

and a careful guardian of the laws according »"<! not with him who is forcibly compelled 

to which our life in this world is ordered, to undertoke the ministry. We therefore 

I have had special reason for offering this petition you to reserve the hearing of the 

gratitude to God and to our God-bclovcd case for us in our own country, and not to 

emperor on the occasion of your coming compel us to travel beyond its borders, nor 

among us. I have been aware that some of force us to a meeting with bishops with 

the enemies of peace have been about to stir whom we have not yet come to agreement 

your august tribunal against me, and have o" ecclesiastical questions.* I beg you also 

been waiting to be summoned by your ex- to be merciful to my own old age and ill 

cellency that you might learn the truth from health. You will learn by actual investiga- 

me; if indeed your high wisdom condescends tion, if it please God, that no canonical rule 

to consider the examination of ecclesiastical be it small or great was omitted in the ap- 

matters to be within your province.' The pointmcnt of the bishop. I pray that under 

tribunal overiooked me, but your excellency, your administration unity and peace may be 

moved by tiie reproaches of Philochares, brought about with my brethren; but so 

ordered my brother and fellow-minister >ong as this does not exist it is difficult for 

Gregory to be haled before your judgment "s even to meet, because many of our 

seat. He obeyed your summons ; how could simpler brethren suffer from our mutual 

he do otherwise? But he was attacked by disputes. 

pain in the side, and at the same time, in LETTER CCXXVI.' 

consequence of a chill, was attacked by his 
old kidney complaint. He has therefore To the ascetics under him. 




tolerable agony. Under these circumstances ^^^j ^,^^,^ j^ ^^ ^^^ perfection 

we have combined to approach your lords^ in the commandments of Christ. But so 

with the entreaty that you will feel no anger j ^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^,^^^.^^ unrealized I feel 

at the postponement of the trial. The pub- ^^^^ ^^ ^j^j^ ^ ^^^^ j^ ^^^ instrumen- 

he interests have not in any way suficred .1.. r 1 -^ 1 /- ^ r • i 4.1 

^, , , , L "^ i.u "^ r ^u tahty of our dear and God-fearing: brethren, 

throufifh our delay, nor have those or the ^ . ii ui ir»ji 

^ ^^ and to address you, my beloved friends, by 

1 Placed in 175. letter. Wherefore I have sent my rev- 

« vic^r of Pontus. It is doubtful whrther he is the .ame grend and dear brother and fellow- worker 

I>emosthenes who was at Caesarea with Valens in ^71, of . ^^ 1 •&«• 1 • « 1 

whom the amusinif story is told in Thcodorct ^iV/. ^tff. iv. in the Oospel, MclctmS the presbytcr. 

16, on which »ce note. If he is, it is not difficult to understand tt^ „r:il ^a\\ %.^.i »v%.» ,.<«»...t:»^ nOl^^i-I^.-t frv.. 

hU looking xvith no friendly iye on Basil and his brother "^ Will tell } OU my yearning atlection for 

Gregrnry. He summoned a synod to Ancyra in the close of 375 yon, and the anxiety of my SOul, in that, 

to examine into allejred Irres^ularities in Grejjrory's consecra- "L £ 

tion ;ind accusations of embez7,Iement. The above letter is to 1 From Letter ccxxxvii. it would appear that Demosthenes 

ap'itoi^ize for Gregory's failing to put in an appearsince nt was now in Galatia, where he had summoned a heretical 

Ancv- a. and to rchnttiie charg^es made aeainst him. Tillemont synod. The Ben. note quotes a law of Valens of the year 37) 

would refer Z///^r xxxiil. to this period. M ara n KiV. Baa.TkW. {Cod. Theod. ix. tit. i. 10): Ultra provincitt terminos accu- 

(connects it with the troubles following on the death of sandi licentia non trofrediatur. Op<rtet enim iliic criminum 

C»s:i»-jn«4 in ^ftp. judicia agitari uoi facinus dicatur admissum, Feregrima 

» ^ttpt vicar io Baxilins in kacepi$tola leniter insinuate res autem iuaicia prasentibus legibus coercemut, 
eecluiasticas illiusjudicii mom esse,*' Ben. note. * Puictd in 375. 
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night and day, I beseech the Lord in your 
beliaif, that 1 may have boldness in the day 
of our Lord Jesus Christ through your sal- 
vation, and that when your work is tried by 
the just judgment of God you may shine 
forth in the brightness of the saints. At the 
same time the difficulties of the day cause 
me deep anxiety, for all Churches have been 
tossed to and fro, and all souls are being 
sifted. Some have even opened their mouths 
without any reserve against their fellow 
servants. Lies are boldly uttered, and the 
truth has been hidden. The accused are 
being condemned without a trial, and the 
accusers are believed without evidence. I 
had heard that many letters are being carried 
about against myself, stinging, gibbeting, 
and attacking me for matters about which I 
have my defence ready for the tribunal of 
ti*uth ; and I had intended to keep silence, 
as indeed I have done ; for now for three 
years I have been bearing the blows of 
calumny and the wliips of accusation, con- 
tent to think that I have the Lord, Who knows 
all secrets, as witness of its falsehood. But 
I see now that many men have taken my 
silence as a corroboration of these slanders, 
and have formed the idea that my silence 
was due, not to my longsuftering, but to 
my inability to open my lips in opposition 
to the truth. For these reasons I have 
attempted to write to you, beseeching your 
love in Christ not to accept these partial 
calumnies an true, because, as it is written,, 
the law juili^es no man unless it have first 
heard and known his actions.* 

2. Nevertheless before a fair judge the 
facts themselves are a sufficient aemonstra- 
tion of the truth. Wherefore, even if I be 
silent, you can look at events. The very 
men who are now indicting me for heter- 
odoxy have been seen openly numbered 
with the heretical faction. The very ac- 
cusers who condemn me for other men's 
writings, are plainly contravening their 
own confessions, given to me by them in 
writing. Look at the conduct of the ex- 
hibitors of this audacity. It is their invari- 
able custom to go over to the party in power, 
to trample on their weaker friends, and to 
court the strong. The writers of those 
famous letters against Eudoxius and all his 
faction, the senders of them to all the 
brotherhood, the protesters that they shun 
their communion as fatal to souls, and would 
not accept the votes given for their dq^osi- 
tion, because they were given by heretics, as 
they persuaded me then, — these very men, 
completely forgetful of all this, have joined 

>^,John vii. 51, 



their faction.' No room for denial is left 
them. They laid their mind bare when they 
embraced private communion with them 
at Ancyra, when they had not \et been 
publicly received by them. Ask them, then, 
if Basilides, who gave communion to Ecdic- 
ius, is now orthodox, why when returning 
from Dardania, did they oveithrow his altars 
in the territory of Gangra, and set up their 
own tables.^* Why have they compaiatively 
recently ' attacked the churches of Amasea 
and Zela and appointed presbyters and 
deacons there themselves.^ If they com- 
municate with them as oilhodox, why do 
they attack them as heretical ? If they hold 
them to be heretical, how is it that they 
do not shun communion with tliini? Is it 
not, my honouruble brethren, plain even to 
the intelligence of a child, that it is always 
with a view to some personal advantage 
that they endeavour to calumniate or to 
give support? So they have stood off from 
me, not because I did not write in reply 
(which is alleged to be the main ground of 
offence), nor because I did not receive the 
chorepiscopi whom they assert they sent. 
Those who are trumping up the tale will 
render an account to the Lord. One man, 
Eustathius,^ was sent and gave a letter to the 
court of the vicar, and spent three days in 
the city. When he was on the point of going 
home, it is said that he came to my house 
late in the evening, when I was asleep. 
On hearing that I was asleep, he went away ; 
he did not come near me on the next day^ 
and after thus going through the mere form 
of discharging his duty to me, departed. 
This is the charge under which I am guilty. 
This is the sin against which these long- 
suftering people have neglected to weigh the 
previous service wherein I served them in 
love. For this error they have made their 
wrath against me so severe that they have 
caused me to be denounced in all the 
Churches throughout the world — at least, 
that is, wherever they could. 

> The events referred to happened ten yeant before the date 
assitrned for this letter, when the Scmi-Aritins summoned 
Eudoxius to Lanipsacus. and sentenced him to deprivittion in 
his absence. (Soc. /f.E. iv. a-4; Soz. J/.E.sL'j.) On the 
refusal of Valens to raiify th« depottition and ultimate banish, 
meat of the Anti-Eudo'xians, Bustathius went to Rome to 
seek communion with Liberius, subscribed the Nicene Con. 
fesRion. and received commendatory letters from Liberias to 
the Easterns. Soc. /f.E. iv. la. Eudoxius died in 370. 

* On the action of Eustathius on this occasion, tf. Letter 
ccH. Basilides is described as a PaphlturoniMn. On Kcdicius, 
intruded by Demosthenes into the see ofParnassus» cf. letter 
ccxxxvii. ' 

" So the Ben. ed. for lA^ypc vvp , with the idea that the action 
of Eustathius in curryin}? favour with the Catholics of Amasea 
and Zela by opposing the Arian bishops occupying those see^, 
must have taken place before he had quite brolcen with R:isit. 
Tiliemnnt Tix. 336) tnkea KOvto mean 375. Amasea and Zela 
<Kx\ Mi)?ne erroneouslv Zeli. On the name, tee Ramsay's ///V/. 
Geog. Asia M. a6o) are both on the Iris. 

« A choreniscopus ; not of course to be confounded with 
Eustathius of Sebaste. 
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3. But of course this is not the real cause 
of our separation. It was when they found 
thiit they would recommend themselves to 
Euzoius * if they were alienated from me, that 
they devised these pretences. The object was 
to find some ground of recommendation with 
the authorities for their attack upon me. Now 
they are beginning to run down even the Ni- 
cene Creed, and nickname me Homoousiast^ 
because in that creed the Only begotten Son is 
said to be homoousios with God the Father. 
Not that one essence is divided into two 
kindred parts; God forbid! This was not 
the meaning of that holy and God-bcloved 
synod ; their meaning was that what the 
Father is in essence, such is the Son. And 
thus they themselves have explained it to us, 
in the phrase Light of Light. Now it is the 
Nicene Creed, hrouglit by themselves from 
the west, which they presented to the Synod at 
Tyana, by which they were received.* But 
they have an ingenious theory as to changes of 
this kind ; thev use the words of the creed as 
physicians use a remedy for the particular 
moment, and substitute now one and now an- 
other to suit particular diseases. The un- 
soundness of such a sophism it is rather for 
you to consider than for me to prove. For 
" the Lord will give you understanding" ^ to 
know what is the right doctrine, and what the 
crooked and perverse. If indeed we are to 
subscribe one creed to-day and another to- 
morrow, and shift with the seasons, then is the 
declaration false of him who said, *' One Lord, 
one faith, one baptism."* But if it is true, 
then *' Let no man deceive you with [these] 
vain words." They falsely accuse me of in- 
troducing novelties about the Holy Spirit. 
Ask what the novelty is. I confess what I 
have received, that the Paraclete is ranked 
with Father and Son, and not numbered 
with created beings. We have made profes- 
sion of our faith in Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, and we are baptized in the name of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Wherefore we 
never separate the Spirit from conjunction • 
with the Father and the Son. For our 
mind, enlightened by the Spirit, looks at the 
Son, and in Him, as in an image, beholds 
the Father. And I do not invent names of 
myself, but call the Holy Ghost Paraclete ; 
nor dp I consent to destroy His due glory. 
These are truly my doctrines. If any one 
wishes to accuse me for them, let him accuse 
me; let my persecutor persecute me. Let 
him who lielieves in the slanders against me 

^ ef, note on p. 365. 

s 1^. after Uieir return from Rome, and another Synod in 
Sicily, in 367. 

• a Tim. ii. 7. « Eph. iy. 5. 

* tfvWi^ia. cf, note on p. 16. 



be ready for the judgment. " The Lord is 
at hand." *' I am careful for nothing." * 

4. If any one in Syria is writing, this is 
nothing to me. For it is said ''By thy 
words thou shalt be justified, and by thy 
words thou shalt be condemned."* Let 
my own words judge me. Let no one con- 
demn me for other men's errors, nor adduce 
letters written twenty years ago in proof that 
I would allow communion to the writers of 
such things. Before these things were 
written, and before any suspicion of this 
kind hsid been stirred against them, I did 
write as layman to layman. I wrote nothing 
about the faith in any way like that which 
thev are now carrying about to calumniate 
me'. I sent nothing but a mere greeting to re- 
turn a friendly communication, for I shun and 
anathematize as impious alike all who are 
affected with the unsoundness of Sabellius, 
and all who maintain the opinions of Arius. 
If any one says that Father, Son, and Holy ^ 
Ghost are the same, and supposes one thing ^ 
under several names, and one hypostasis 
described by three persons, I rank such an 
one as belonging to the faction of the Jews.* 
Similarly, if any one says that the Son is in 
essence unlike the Father, or degrades the 
Holy Ghost into a creature, I anathematize 
him, and say that he is coming near to the 
heathen error. But it is impossible for the 
mouths of my accusers to be restrained by 
my letter; rather is it likely that they are 
being irritated at my defence, and are get- 
ting up new and more violent attacks against 
me. But it is not difficult for your ears to be 
guarded. Wherefore, as far as in you lies, do 
as I bid you. Keep your heart clear and un- 
prejudiced by their calumnies ; and insist on 
my rendering an account to meet the charges 
laid against me. If you find that truth is on 
my side do not yield to lies; if on the other 
hand you feel that I am feeble in defending 
myself, then believe my accusers as being 
worthy of credit. They pass sleepless nijihts 
to do me mischief. I do not ask this of you. 
They are taking to a commercial career, and 
turning their slanders against me into a 
means of profit. I implore you on the other 
hand to stop at home, and to lead a decorous 
life, quietly doing Christ's work.* I advise 
you to avoid communication with them, for 
it always tends to the perversion of their 
hearers. I say this that you may keep your 
affection for me uncontaminated, may pre- 
serve the faith of the Fathers in its integrity, 
and may appear approved before the Lord 
as friends of the truth. 



iPhil. iv. 5and6. 
s MaU. xii. 37. 



» cf. Letter ccx. p. 249, 
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LETTER CCXXVIL' 

Comolatoty, to the clergy of Ceioma.* 

What is so goodly and honoiirable before 
God and men ns pt-rfcct love, which, as ^^e 
are told by Che wise tencher, is the fulfilliitg 
of the law?* I therefore approve of your 
warm nfl'ection ft>r your bishop, for, as to an 
affectionnle son the loss of a good fathet' 
is unendurable, so Christ's Church cannut 
bear the departure of a p^istor and teacher. 
Thus, in your exceeding affection for your 
bishop, you are giving proof of a good | 
and noble disposition. But this your 
good will towards j'oiir spiritual father is to 
be approved so long as it is shewn in reascin 
and moderation ; once let it begin to ovcrsttp 
this line, and it is no longer deserving of tlic 
Siime commendation, lii tlie case of yoiui 
very God-heloved brother, our fellow-min- 
ister Euphronius, good government has been 
• shewn by those to whom has been committed 
the adiiiinistration of the Church ; they have 
acted as the occasion compelled them, to the 
gain alike of the Church to which he ha.s 
been removed and of yourselves from whom 
he has been taken. Do not look nt this :is 
merely of man's ordaining, nor as having beon 
originated by tiie calculations of men who 
regard earlhiy things. Believe that those to 
whom the anxious care of the Churches be- 
longs have acted, as they have, with the ai<l 
of the Holy Spirit; impress this inception or 
the proceedings on your hearts and do your 
best to perfect it. Accept quietly and thank- 
fully what has happened, with the conviction 
that all, who refuse to accept what is ordered 
in God's Churclies by the Churches, are re- 
sisting the ordinance of God.* Do not entii- 
into a dispute with your Mother Church ;it 
Nicopolis. Do not exasperate yourselves 
against those who have taken the anxious 
responsibility of your souls. In the firm es- 
tablishment of things at Nicopolis your part 
in them may also be preser\-ed ; hut if some 
disturbance afl'ects them, though you have 
protectors heyond number, with (he head the 
heart will be destroyed. It is like men who 
live on the riverside; when they see some 
one far up tlie stream making a strong dam 
against the current, they know that, in stO|)- 
ping the inrush of the current, he is proviil- 
ing for their safety. Just so Ihose who have 
now undertaken the weight of the care of 
the Churches, by protecting (he rest, are 

1 Placed in 175. 

■ i.r. in Armenia. cA J>ffn-cxc*. |i. i.iii. The remora] nf 
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providing for your own security. You will 
be sheltered from every storm, while others 
have to bear the brunt of the attack. But 
you ought also to consider this; he has not 
cast you oA'; he has taken others into his 
charge. 1 am not so invidious as to compel 
the man, who is able to give a share of his 
goodgifts toothers, also to confine his favour 
to you, and to limit it to your own city. A 
man who puts a fence round a spring, and 
spoils (he outpour of the waters, is not free 
from the disease of envy, and it is just the 
same with him who tries to prevent (he 
further flow of abundant teaching. Let him 
have some care for Nicopolis too, and let your 
interests be added to his anxieties there. He 
has received an addition of labour, but there 
is no diminution in his diligence on your be- 
half. I am really distressed at one thing 
that you have said, which seems to me 
quite extravagant, namely, that if yon cannot 
obtain your object, yon will betake your- 
selves to the tribunals, and put the matter 
into the hands of men, the great object of 
whose prayers is the overthrow of the 
Churches. Take heed le^f men, carried 
away by unwise passions, persuade you. to 
your hurt, to put in any plea before the 
courts, and so some catastrophe may ensue, 
and the weight of the result fall upon the 
heads of those who have occasioned it. 
Take my advice. It is offered you in a 
fatherly spirit. Consent to the arrangement 
with the very God-beloved bishops, which 
has been made in accordance with God's 
will. Wait for my arrival. When I am 
with you, with God's help, I will give you 
in person all the exhortations which it has 
been impossible for me to express in my 
letter, and will do my utmost to give you all 
possible consolation, not by word but in 
deed. 

LETTER CCXXVIIL' 

To the magistrates of Calom'a. 

I HAVR received your lordships' letter, 
and offered thanks to God most noly, that 
you. occupied as you are with atlairs of 
state, should not put those of the Church in 
the second place. I am grateful to think that 
everyone of you has shewn anxiety as though 
he were acting in his own private interest, 
nay, in defence of his own life, and that you 
have written to me in your distress at the re- 
moval of your very God-beloved bishop Eu- 
phronius. Nicopolis has not really stolen him 
fromyou;were she pleading her cause Iwfore 
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a judge she might say that she was recovering 
what is her own. If honourably treated she 
will tell you, as becomes an affectionate moth- 
er, that she will share with you the Father 
who will give a |K)rtion of his grace to each of 
you : he will not suffer the one to be in any 
way harnieil by the invasion of their adver- 
saries, and at the same time will not deprive 
you, the other, of the care to whicli you have 
been accustomed. Bethink you then of the 
emergency of the time ; apply your best in- 
telligence to understand how good govern- 
ment necessitates a certain course of action ; 
and then pardon the bishops who have 
adopted this course for the establishment of 
the Churches of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Suggest to yourselves what is becoming you. 
Your own intelligence needs no instruction. 
You know how to adopt the counsels of 
those who love you. It is only natural 
that vou should be unaware of manv of the 
questions that are being agitated, because of 
your being situated far away in Armenia ; 
but we who are in the midst of affairs and 
have our ears dinned eveiy day on all sides 
with news of Churches that are being over- 
thrown, are in deep anxiety lest the common 
enemy, in envy at the protracted peace of 
our life, should be able to sow his tares in 
your gi'ound too, and Armenia, as well as 
other places, he given over to our adversaries 
to devour. For the present be still, as not 
refusing to allow your nelghbou'rs to share 
with you the use of a goodly vessel. Ere 
long, if the Lord allow me to come to you, 
you shall, if it seem necessary to you, receive 
yet greater consolation for what has come to 
pass. 

LETTER CCXXIX.' 

To the clergy of Nicopoiis. 

I . I AM sure that a work done by one or two 
pious men is not done without tlue coopera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. For when nothing 
merely human is put before us, when holy 
men are moved to action with no thought of 
their own personal gratification, and with 
the sole object of pleasing God, it is plain 
that it is the Lord Who is directing their 
hearts. When spiritually-minded men take 
the lead in counsel, and the Lord's people fol- 
low them with consentient hearts, there can 
be no doubt that their decisions are arrived 
at with the participation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Who poured out His blood for the 
Churches' sake. You are therefore right in 
supposing that our very God-beloved brother 

> Placed in 375. 



and fellow minister Poemeni us,* who arrived 
among you at an opportune moment, and 
discovered this means of consoling you, has 
been divinely moved. I not only praise his 
discovery of the right course to take; I 
much admire the firmness with which, with- 
out allowing any delay to intervene, so as to 
slacken the energy of the petitioners, cr 
to give the opposite party an opportunity 
of tiiking precautions, and to set in motion 
the counterplots of secret foes, he at once 
crowned his happy course with a successful 
conclusion. The Lord of His especial grace 
keep him and his, so that tlie Church, as be- 
comes her, may remain in a succession in 
no way degenerate, and not give place to the 
evil one, who now, if ever, is vexed at the 
firm establishment of the Churches. 

2. I have also written at length to ex- 
hort our brethren at Colonia. You, more- 
over, are bound rather to put up with their 
frame of mind than to increase their irrita- 
tion, as though you despised them for their 
insignificance, or provoked them to a quarrel 
by your contempt. It is only natural for dis- 
putants to act without due counsel, and to 
manage their own affairs ill with the object 
of vexing their opponents. And no one is 
so small as not to be now able to give an 
occasion, to those who want an occasion, for 
great troubles. I do not speak at random. 
I speak from my own experience of my own 
troubles. From these may God keep you in 
answer to your prayers. Pray also for me, 
that I may have a successful journey, and, on 
my arrival, may share your joy in your 
present pastor, and with you may find con- 
solation at the departure of our common 
father.* 

LETTER CCXXX.' 

To the magistrates of Nicopolis, 

The government of the Churches is car- 
ried on by those to whom the chief offices in 
them have been entrusted, but their hands are 
strengthened by the laity. The measures 
which lay with the God-beloved bishops 
have been taken. The rest concerns you, if 
you deign to accord a hearty reception to the 
bishop who has been given you, and to make 
a vigorous resistance to attacks from outside. 
For nothing is so likely to cause discourage- 
ment to all, whether rulers or the rest who 
envy your peaceful position, as agreement in 
affection to the appointed bishop, and firm- 
ness in maintaining your ground. They are 

J On Pccmenius, bishop of Satala in Armenia, ef. p. iS^, 
* i.e. Thcodotus. cf. Letter cxxi. and cxzx. pp. 193 and 19& 
s Of the same date a« the precedin{p. 
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likely to despair of every evil attempt, if they 
see that their counsels are accepted neither 
by clergy nor by laity. Bring it about then 
that your own sentiments as to the right* may 
be shared by all the city, and so speak to the 
citizens, and to all the inhabitants of the dis- 
trict, in confirmation of their good senti- 
ments, that the genuineness of your love to 
God may be everywhere known. I trust 
that it may be permitted me one day to visit 
and inspect a Church which is the nursing 
mother of true religion, honoured by me as 
a metropolis of orthodoxy, because it has 
from of old been under the government of 
men right honourable and the elect of God, 
who have held fast to *'the faithful word as 
we have been taught." * You have approved 
him who has just been appointed as worthy 
of these predecessors, and I have agreed. 
May you be preserved by God's grace. May 
He scatter the evil counsels of your ene- 
mies, and fix in your souls strength and 
constancy to preserve what has been rightly 
determined on. 

LETTER CCXXXI.' 

To AmphilochiuSy bishop of Iconium, 

I FIND few opportunities of writing to your 
reverence, and this causes me no little trouble. 
It is just the same as if, when it was in my 
power to see you and enjoy your society very 
often, I did so but seldom. But it is impos- 
sible for me to write to you because so few 
travel hence to you, otherwise there is no 
reason why my letter should not be a kind of 
journal of my life, to tell you, my dear friend, 
everything that happens to me day by day. 
It is a comfort to me to tell you my affairs, 
and I know that you care for nothing more 
than for what concerns me. Now, however, 
Elpidius * is going home to his own master, 
to refute the calumnies falsely got up against 
him by certain enemies, and he has asked 
me for a letter. I therefore salute your rev- 
erence by him and commend to you a man 
who deserves your protection, at once for the 
sake of justice and for my own sake. Although 
I could say nothing else in his favour, yet, be- 
cause he has made it of very great impor- 
tance to be the bearer of my letter, reckon 
him among our friends, and remember me 
and pray for the Church. 

You must know that my very God-beloved 
brother is in exile, for he could not endure 
the annoyance caused him by shameless per- 

> roZ icoAou, or ** the good man : ** i.e. Euphmnius. 

•Tit. i.9. cf. I Tini. i. 15; I Tim. iil. 1; a Tim. ii. 11; and 
Tit. iii. 8. » Plnccd in 37^. 

« It is doubtful whether this Elpidius is to be identified 
with any other of the same oame mentioned in the letters. 



sons.' Doara' is in a state of agitation, for the 
fat sea monster* is throwing everything into 
.confusion. My enemies, as I am informed 
by those who know, are plotting against me 
at court. But hitherto the hand of the Lord 
has been over me. Only pray that I be not 
abandoned in the end. My brother is tak- 
ing things quietly. Doara has received the 
old muleteer.^ She can do no more. The 
Lord will scatter the counsels of my enemies. 
The one cure for all my troubles present and 
to come is to set eyes on you. If you possi- 
bly can, while I am still alive, do come to 
see me. The book on the Spirit has been 
written by me, and is finished, as you know. 
My brethren here have prevented me froni 
sending it to you written on paper, and have 
told me that they had your excellency's orders 
to engross it on parchment.* Not, then, to 
appear to do anything against your injunc- 
tions, I have delayed now, but I will send it 
a little later, if only E find any suitable per- 
son to convey it. May you be granted to me 
and to God's Church by the kindness of the 
Holy One, in all health and happiness, and 
praying for me to the Lord. 

LETTER CCXXXII.^ 

To AmphiiochtuSf bishop of Iconium. 

Every day that brings me a letter from 
you is a feast day, the very greatest of feast 
days. And when symbols of the feast are 
brought, what can I call it but a feast of 
feasts, as the old law used to speak of Sab- 
bath of Sabbaths? I thank the Lord that 
you are quite well, and that you have cele- 
brated the commemoration of the cpconomy 
of salvation ' in a Church at peace. I have 
been disturbed by some troubles ; and have 
not been without distress from the fact of my 
God-beloved brother being in exile. Pray 
for him that God may one day grant him to 
see his Church healed from the wounds of 

'On the withdraw »! of Gre^^ory of Nyssa, cf. note, p. 367. 

s l>onra was one of the bishoprics in Cappadocia Secunda 
under Tyana; now Hadji Bektash. Ramsay, Hist, Gti^. 
Asia Minor ^ p. 387. 

*i e. Demosthenes. Such Inn^aere may seem inconsistent 
with the tone oi Letter ccxxv., but that, it will be renierabfred, 
WHS an official and formal dmument, while the present letter 
is addressed to an intimnte friend. 

4 Possibly another hit at Demosthene«$. The name mij^ht 
be thought to fit Anthimus, but with him Basil had made 
peace, cf. Letter ccx. 

^iv aotfiaTisft t'C. in a volume, not on leaves of papyrus, bat 
in b'>ok form, as ej^. the Cod. AlexaMdrtMus in the B.M. 

s Placed in 376.' Marnn, Vtt, Has. xxxv., thinks that this 
letter is to be placed either in thi* last days of 375, if tiie 
Nativity was celebrated on December a;, or 'in the beginning 
of 376, if it followed after the Epiphany. The OrientsiruSii>fe, 
up to the end of the fourth century, was to celebrate the 
Nativity and Baptism on Januar3r6. St. Chrysostom, in the 
homily on the bitthday of our Saviour, delivered c. rS6, speaks 
of the separation of the celebration of the Nativity from that of 
the Epipnany as comparatively recent, cf. D.C.A., i, pp. 361, 
617. V i.e, the incamaiion. cf. pp. 7 and la, n. 
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heretical bites. Do come to see me while 
1 am yet upon this earth. Act in accordance 
with your own wishes and with my most 
earnest prayers. I may be allowed to be as- 
tonished at the meaning of your blessings, 
inasmuch as you have mysteriously wished 
me a vigorous old age. By your lamps * you 
rouse me to nightly toil ; and by your sweet 
meats you seem to pledge yourself securely 
that all my body is in good case. But there is 
no munching for me at my time of life, for my 
teeth have long ago been worn away by time 
and bad health. As to what you have asked 
me there are some replies in the document I 
send you, written to the best of my ability, 
and as opportunity has allowed. 

LETTER CCXXXIII. 

To Amphiiochius^ in reply to certain questions. 

I. I KNOW that I have myself heard of 
this, and I am aware of the constitution of 
mankind. What shall I say? The mind is 
a wonderful thing, and therein we possess 
that which is after the image of tlie Creator. 
And the operation of the mind is wonderful; 
in that, in its perpetual motion, it frequently 
forms imaginations about things non-existent 
as though they were existent, and is fre- 
quently carried straight to the truth. But 
there are in it two faculties ; in accordance 
with the view of us who believe in God, the 
one evil, that of the daemons which draws 
us on to their own apostasy ; and the divine 
and the good, which brings us to the 
likeness of God. When, therefore, the 
mind remains alone and unaided, it contem- 
plates small things, commensurate with itself. 
When it yields to those who deceive it, it nul- 
lifies its proper judgment, and is concerned 
with monstrous fancies. Then it considers 
wood to be no longer wood, but a god ; then 
it looks on gold no longer as money, but as 
an object of worship.* If on the other hand 
it assents to its diviner part, and accepts the 
boons of the Spirit, then, so far as its nature 
admits, it becomes perceptive of the divine. 
There are, as it were, three conditions of life, 
and three operations of the mind. Our ways 
may be wicked, and the movements of our 
mind wicked ; such as adulteries, thefts, 

» The reading or the Ben. cd. is ka^kwy^vtiiv The only menn- 
ing[of AoMir^i'i} in Class. Greek is a kind of covered cqrriag-e^ 
lino the cognate adj. A4U7nf mvof is used Ibr the covered waf^g^ons 
of Numb. vif. 3 in the LXX. But the context necessitates 
some such meaning as famp or candle. Ducans^e s.v. quotes 
John de Janua **ZAm/^»« sunt stellet fulgentes*^ cf. Ital> 
lan Lampana^ i,e. lamp. 

• Placed in 376. 

s St. Basil's words may point either nt the worshippers of a 
gulden ima&^e in a shrine in the ordinary sense, or at the state 
of things where, as A. FT. Cioui^h has it, ** no golden images 
may be worshipped except the currency." 



idolatries, slanders, strife, passion, sedition, 
vain-glory, and all that the apostle Paul enu- 
merates among the works of the flesh.* Or 
the soul's operation is, as it were, in a mean, 
and has nothing about it either damnable or 
laudable, as the perception of such mechan- 
ical crafts as we commonly speak of as 
indifferent, and, of their own character, in- 
clining neither towards virtue nor towards 
vice. For what vice is there in the craft of 
the helmsman or the physician ? Neither are 
these operations in themselves virtues, but 
they incline in one direction or the other in 
accordance with the will of those who use 
them. But the mind which is impregnated 
with the Godhead of the Spirit is at once ca- 
pable of viewing great objects ; it beholds 
the divine beauty, though only so far as grace 
imparts and its nature receives. 

2. Let them dismiss, therefore, these 
questions of dialectics and examine the truth, 
not with mischievous exactness but with rev- 
erence. The judgment of our mind is given us 
for the understanding of the truth. Now our 
God is the very truth.* So the primary func- 
tion of our mind is to know one God, but to 
know Him so far as the infinitely great can be 
known by the very small. When our eyes are 
first brought to the perception of visible 
objects, all visible objects are not at once 
brought into sight. The hemisphere of heaven 
is not beheld with one glance, but we are sur- 
rounded by a certain appearance, tliough in 
reality many things, not to say all things, in 
it are unperccived ; — the nature of the 
stars, their greatness, their distances, their 
movements, their conjunctions, their inter- 
vals, their other conditions, the actual 
essence of the firmament, the distance of 
depth from the concave circumference to 
the convex surface. Nevertheless, no one 
would allege the heaven to be invisible be- 
cause of what is unknown ; it would be said* 
to be visible on account of our limited per- 
ception of it. It is just the same in the case 
of God. If the mind has been injured by 
devils it will be guilty of idolatry, or will be 
perverted to some other form of impiety. 
But if it has yielded to the aid of the Spirit, 
it will have understanding of the truth, and 
will know God. But it will know Him, as 
the Apostle says, in part ; and in the life to 
come more perfectly. For " when that 
which is perfect is come, then that which is 
in part shall be done away." ' The judg- 
ment of the mind is, therefore, good and 
given us for a good end — the perception of 
God ; but it operates only so far as it can. 
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LETTER CCXXXIV.' 

n answer to another questiot 



Do you worship what you know or what 
you do not know? If I answer, I worship 
what I know, they iminetliatL-ly reply, What 
is the essence of the object of worship? 
Then, if I confess thrtt I am ignorant of the 
essence, they turn on me ngnin and sny, So 
you worship yoii know not what. I answer 
that the word to knetv has many meanings. 
Wc say that wc know the creatncsa of God, 
His power, His wisdom. His goodness, His 
providence over us, and the justness of 
His judgment; lint not His very essence. 
The question is, therefore, only put for tht 
Biike of dispute. For he who denies thiit ht 
knows the essence does not confess himself 
lo be ignorant of God. because our idea of 
God is gathered from all tlie altributes which 
I have enumerated. But God, he says, 
simple, and whatever attribute of Him yt 
have reckoned as knowiible is of His es- 
sence. But the .ibsurdities involved 
sophism are innumerable. When nit these 
high attributes have been enumerated, 
they all names of one essence? And is there 
the same mutual force in His awfulness and 
His loving- kindness, His justice and Hii 
creative power, His providence and Hi; 
foreknowledge, and His bestowal of rcwardi 
and punishmenis. His majesty and His provl 
dence? In mentioning any one of these do 
wedeclareHisesscnce? If theysay, yes, lei 
them not ask if we know the essence of God. 
but let them enquire of us whether we know 
God to be awful, or just, or merciful. These 
we confess that we know. If they say that 
essence is something distinct, let them not 
put us in the wrong on the score of simplic- 
ity. For they confess themselves that there 
4s a distinction between the essence an<l 
each one of the attributes enumerated. The 
operations are various, and the essence 
simple, but we say that we know our God 
from His operations, but do not undortiike 
lo approach neitr to His essence. His opera- 
tions come down lo us, but His essence re- 
mains beyond our reach. 

z. But, it is replied, if vou are ignorant 
of the essence, you are ignorant of Himself. 
Retort, If you say that you know His 
essence, you are ignorant of Himself. A 
man who has been bitten by a mad dog, 
and sees a dog in a dish, does not really see 
any more than is seen by people in good 
health; he is to be pitied because he thinks 
he sees what he does not see. Do not then 



him for his announcement, but pity 
liim for his insanity. Recognise that the 
voice is the voice of mockers, when they 
say, if you arc ignorant of the essence of 
God, you worship what you do not know. 
I do know that He exists ; what His essence 
is, I look at as beyond intelligence. How 
then am I saved? Through faith. It is faith 
ifficient to know that God exists, without 
lowing what He is; and "He is a re- 
warderofthem tbatfieek Him." ' So know- 
ledge of the divine essence involves per- 
ception of His incomprehensibility, and the 
ibject of our worship is not tliat of which 
ve comprehend the essence, but of which 
we comprehend that the essence exists. 

3. And the following counter question 
mny also be put to them. "No man h.itb 
seen God at any time, the Only-begotten 
which is ill the Iwsom of the Father heJiath 
decli-red him.'" What of the Father did 
the Only-begotten Son declare? His essence 
or His power? If Hia power, we kno^v so 
much as He declared to us. If His essence, 
tell me where He said that His essence was 
the being unbegotteu ? ' When did Abi-ahant 
worship ? Was it not when he believed ? And 
ivhcn did he believe? Was it not when 
he was culled ? Where in this place is there 
nn';/ testimony in Scripture to Abraham's 
comprehending? When did tlie disciples 
worship Him? Was it not when they saw 
creation subject to Him? It was from the 
obedience of sea and winds to Him that they 
recognised His Godhead. Therefore the 
knowledge came from the operations, and 
the worship from the knowledge. " Be- 
lievest t:iou that I am able to do this?" '• I 
believe, Lord;"* and he worshipped Him. 
So worship follows faith, and faith is con- 
firmed by power. But if you say that the 
believer also knows, he knows from what he 
believes ; and vice versa he believes from what 
heknows. We know God from His power. 
We, therefore, believe in Him whoisknown, 
and we worship Him who is believed in. 

LETTER CCXXXV.' 

To the same, in answer lo another question. 

I, Witicn is firet in order, knowledge or 
faith? I reply that generally, in the case of 
disciples, faith precedes knowledge. But, 
in our teaching, if any one asserts know- 
ledge to come before faith, I make no objcc- 
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tion ; understanding knowledge so far as is 
within the bounds of human comprehension. 
In our lessons we must first believe that the 
letter a is said to us; then we learn the 
characters and thei^ pronunciation, and last 
of all we get the distinct idea of the force of 
the letter. But in our belief about God, first 
comes the idea that God is. This we gather 
from His works. For, as we perceive Mis 
wisdom. His goodness, and all His invisible 
things from the creation of the world,* so 
we know Him. So, too, we accept Him as 
our Lord. For since God is the Creator of 
the whole world, and we are a part of the 
world, God is our Creator. This knowledge 
is followed by faith, and this faith by 
worship. 

2. 13ut the word knowledge has many 
meanings, and so those who make sport of 
simplerininds, and like to make themselves 
remarkable by astounding statements (just 
like jugglers who get the balls out of sight 
before men's very eyes), hastily included 
everything in their general enquirj^^. Know- 
ledge, I say, has a very wide application, 
and knowledge may be got of what a thing 
is, by number, by bulk, by force, by its mode 
of existence, by the period of its generation, 
by its essence. When then our opponents 
include the whole in their question, if they 
catch us in the confession that we know, 
they straightway demand fram us knowledge 
of the essence ; if, on the contrary, they see 
us cautious as to making any assertion on 
the subject, they affix on us the stigma of 
impiety. I, however, confess that I know 
what is knowable of God, and that I know 
what it is which is beyond my comprehen- 
sion.' So if you ask me if I know what smd 
is, and I reply that I do, you will obviously 
be slandering me, if you straightway ask me 
the number of the sand ; inasmuch as your 
first enquiry bore only on the form of sand, 
while your second unfair objectioti bore upon 
its number. The quibble is jubt as though 
any one were to say. Do you know- 
Timothy ? Oh, if vou know Timothy you 
know his nature. Since you have acknow- 
ledged that you know Timothy, give me an 
account of Timothv's nature. Yes ; but I 
at the same time both know and do not know 
Timothy, though not in the same way and in 
the same degree. It is not that I do not 
know in the same way in which I do know ; 
but I know in one way and am ignorant in 
one way. I know him according to his 
form and other properties ; but I am ignorant 



> €f. Rom. I. ao. 

* A Tariout reading {rives the tense ** but do not know what 
is beyond my oomprehensiou." 



of his essence. Indeed, in this way too, I 
both know, and am ignorant of, myself. I 
know indeed who I am, but, so far as I am 
ignorant of my essence I do not know myself. 
3. Let them tell me in what sense Paul 
says, "Now we know in part";* do we 
know His essence in part, as knowing parts 
of His essence? No. This is absurd; for 
God is without parts. But do we know the 
whole essence? How then *' When that 
which is perfect is come, then that which is 
in part shall be done away."* Why are 
idolaters found fault with? Is it not because 
they knew God and did not honour Him as 
God? Why are the "foolish Galatians " * 
reproached b}' Paul in the words, " After that 
ye have known God, or rather are known of 
God, how turn ye again to the weak and 
beggarly elements? " * How was God known 
in Jewry? Was it because in Jewry it was 
known what His essence is? '* The ox," 
it is said, " knoweth his owner." * Accord- 
ing to your argument the ox knows his lord's 
essence. "And the ass his master's crib." • 
So the ass knows the essence of the crib, but 
"Israel doth not know me." So, according 
to you, Israel is found fault with for not 
knowing what the essence of God is. "Pour 
out thy wrath upon the heathen that have 
not known thee," ' that is, who haVe not 
comprehended thy essence. But, I repeat, 
knowledge is manifold — it involves per- 
ception of our Creator, recognition of His 
wonderful works, observance of His com- 
mandments and intimate communion with 
Him. All this they thrust on one side and 
force knowledge into one single meaning, 
the contemplation of God's essence. Thou 
shalt put them, it is said, before the tesli- 
monv and I shall be known of thee thence.' 
Is the term, " I shall be known of thee," 
instead of, "I will reveal my essence"? 
"The Lord knoweth them that are his."* 
Does He know the essence of them that are 
His, but is ignorant of the essence of those 
who disobey Him ? " Adam knew his wife." ^^ 
Did he know her essence? It is said of 
Rebekah " She was a virgin, neither had 
any man known her," "and " How shall this 
be seeing I know not a man ? " ** Did no 
man know Rebekah's essence? Does 
Mary mean " I do not know the essence of 
any man " ? Is it not the custom of Scripture 
to use the word "know" of nuptial em- 
braces? The statement that God shall be 

» I Cor. xiii. 9. * Gal. iv. 9. t ps. Uxix. 6. 

* 1 Cor. xiii. 10. * Is. i. 3. 
» G.il. ill. I. « l8. i. 3. 

• Kefcrred by the. Ben. Ed. to Ex. xxv. 31 and m. The first 
clausej^s apparently introduced from Ex. xvi. 3^, 

>• Gen. xxiv. 10. 
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known from the mercy seat means that I le 
will be known to His worshippers. And t lie 
Lord knoweth Ihem thiit are His, means that 
on account of their gooil works He receives 
them into intimate communion with Him. 

LETIER CCXXXVL' 



To the 1 



r Amphilothius. 



I. ENQjnnY has already frequently been 
made concerning the saying of the gospels 
as to our Lord Jesus Christ's ignorance of 
the day and of the hour of the end ; ' nn 
objection constantly put forward by the 
Anomoians to the destruction of the glory of 
the Only-Begotten, in order to show Him 
to be unlike in essence and subordinate in 
dignity; inasmuch as, if He know not nil 
things, He cannot possess the same nature 
nor be regarded as of one likeness with Hlin, 
who by His own prescience and faculty of 
forecasting the future has knowledge coex- 
tensive with the universe. This question 
ha»now been proposed to me by your intel- 
ligence as a new one. I can give in reply 
the answer which I heard from our fathers 
when I was a boy, and which on account of 
my love for what is good, I have received 
withoi\t qiiestion. I do notexpcct that it can 
undo the shamelessness of them th^it fight 
against Christ, for where is the reasoning 
strong enough to stand their attack? It 
may, however, suffice to convince all th^t 
love the Lord, and in whom the previous 
assurance supplied them by faith is stronger 
than any demonstration of reason. 

Now "no man" seems to be a general 
expression, so that not even one person is, 
excepted by it. but this is not its use in 
Scripture, as I have observed in the passage 
" there is none good but one, that is, God." ' 
For even in this passage the Son docs not so 
speak to the exclusion of Himself from thc 
good nature. But, since the Father is the' 
first good, we believe the words " no man " 
to have been uttered with the understood ad- 
dition of" first." ' So with the passage " No 
man knoweth the Son but the Father; "• even 
here there is no charge of ignorance against 
the Spirit, but only a testimony that know- 
ledge of His own nature naturally belongs to 
the Father first. Thus also we understand 



iHti n>t immedluelT raised by the Di Sfirilu Sancle : Hr>v 
ChrMunbeHHlnlwiicnonnlcirthe d^it xnd Ihchnur; O 
thepRdicUonarirnmiahoiiamlnxJet^oniah; OfinnOjec 
tinn nftheEncrmlltui Off.ile: Of c.nerKlng in b.iDliim; U 



'Mirki.iB. /. 
•TheinsnuiCTij 
*MUt.xJ.>7. 



" No man knoweth," ' to refer to the Father 
the first knowledge of things, both present 
and to be, and generally to exhibit to men 
the first cause. Otherwise how can this pas- 
sage fall in with the rest of the evidence of 
Scripture, or agree with the common notions 
of us who believe that the Only-Begotten 
is the image of the invisible God, and image 
not of the bodily figure, but of the very God- 
head and of the mighty qualities attributed 
i to the essence of God, image of power, 
j image of wisdom, as Christ is called "tlie 
power of God and the wisdom of God"?" 
, Now of wisdom knowledge is plainly a part ; 
and if ia any part He falls short, He is not 
an image of the whole ; and how can we 
untlerstand the Father not to have shewn 
that day and that hour — the smallest portion 
of the ages — to Him through Whom He 
made the ages? How can the Creator of the 
universe fall short of the knowledge of the 
smallest portion of the things created by 
Him? How can He wlio says, when the 
end is near, that such and such signs shall 
appear in heaven and in earth, be ignorant 
of the end itself? When He snys. ' ' The end 
is not yet." * He makes a definite statement, 
as though with knowledge and not in doubt. 
Then further, it is plain to the fair enquirer 
that our Lord says many things to men, in 
the character of man ; as for instance, " give 
metodrink " * is a saying of our Lord, expres- 
sive of His bodily necessity; and yet the 
asker was not soulless flesh, but Godhead 
using flesh endued with soul.* So in the 
present instance no one will he carried be- 
yond the bounds of the interpretation of true 
religion, who understands the ignorance of 
him who had received all things according 
to the ceconomy,* and was advancing with 
God and man in favour and wisdom.' 

3. It would be worthy of your diligence 
to set the -phrases of the Gospel side by 
side, and compare together those of Matthew 
and those of Mark, for these two alone are 
found in concurrence in this passage. The 
wording of Matthew is " of that day and 
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels 
of heaven, but my Father only." ' That of 
Mark runs, " But of that day and that hour 
knoweth no man, no, not the angels which 
are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
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Father." * What is noticeable in these 
passages is this ; that Matthew says nothing 
about the ignorance of the Son, and seems 
to agree with Mark as to sense in saying 
** but my Father only." Now I understand 
the word *' only " to have been used in 
contradistinction to the angels, but that the 
Son is not included with His own servants 
in ignorance. 

He could not say what is false Who said, 
" All things that the Father hath are Mine," * 
but one of the things which the Father hnth 
18 knowledge of that day and of that hour. 
In the passage in Matthew, then, the Lord 
made no mention ^of His own Person, as a 
matter beyond controversy, and said that the 
angels knew not and that His Father alone 
knew, tacitly asserting the knowledge of 
His Father to be His own knowledge too, 
because of what He had Siiid elsewhere, 
** as the Father knoweth me even so know 
I the Father,'' • and if the Father has 
complete knowledge of the Son, nothing 
excepted, so that He knows all knowledge 
to dwell in Him, He will clearly be known 
as fully by the Son with all His inherent 
wisdom and all His knowledge of things to 
come. This modification, I think, may be 
given to the words of Matthew, " but my 
Father only." Now as to the words of 
Mark, who appears distinctly to exclude the 
Son from the knowledge, my opinion is this. 
No man knoweth, neither the angels of God ; 
nor yet the Son would have known unless 
the Father had known : that is, the cause 
of the Son's knowing comes from the 
Father. To a fair hearer there is no violence 
in this interpretation, because the word 
**only" is not added as it is in Matthew. 
Mark's sense, then, is as follows: of that 
day and of that hour knoweth no man, nor 
the angels of God ; but even the Son would 
not have known if the Father had not 
known, for the knowledge naturally His was 
given by the Father. This is very decorous 
and becoming the divine nature to say of the 
Son, because He has, His knowledge and His 
being, beheld in all the wisdom and glor}' 
which become His Godhead, from Him with 
Whom He is consubstantial. 

3. As to Jeconias, whom the prophet Jere- 
miah declares in these words to have been 
rejected from the landof Judah, * 'Jeconias was 
dishonoured like a vessel for which there 
is no more use; and because he was cast 
out he and his seed ; and none shall rise 
from his seed sitting upon the throne of 
David and ruling in Judah," * the matter 
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is plain and clear. On the destruction of 
Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, the kingdom 
had been destroyed, and there was no longer 
an hereditary succession of reigns as before. 
Nevertheless, at that time, the deposed de- 
scendants of David were living in captivity. 
On the return of Salathiel and Zerubbabel 
the supreme government rested to a greater 
degree with the people, and the sovereignty 
was afterwards transferred to the priesthood, 
on account of the intermingling of the 
priestly and royal tribes ; whence the Lord, 
in things pertaining, to God, is both King 
and High Priest. Moreover, the royal tribe 
did not fail until the coming of the Christ; 
nevertheless, the seed of Jeconias sat no 
longer upon the throne of David. Plainly 
it is the royal dignity which is described by 
the term '* throne." You remember the 
history, how all Judsa, Idumaea, Moab, 
both the neighbouring regions of Syria and 
the further countries up to Mesopotamia, 
and the country on the other side as far as 
the river of Egypt, were all tributary to 
David. If then none of his descendants 
appeared with a sovereignty so wide, how 
is not the word of the prophet true that no 
one of the seed of Jeconias should any longer 
sit upon the throne of David, for none of 
his descendants appears to have attained 
this dignity. Nevertheless, the tribe of 
Judah did not fail, until He for whom it was 
destined came. But even He did not sit 
upon the material throne. The kingdom 
of Judaea was transferred to Herod, the 
son of Antipater the Ascalonite, and his 
sons who divided Judaea into four prin- 
cipalities, when Pilate was Procurator and 
Tiberius was Master of the Roman Em- 
pire. It is the indestructible kingdom which 
he calls the throne of David on which 
the Lord sat. He is the expectation of the 
Gentiles * and not of the smallest division 
of the world, for it is written, *' In that day 
there shall be a root of Jesse which shall 
stand for an ensign of the people ; to it 
shall the Gentiles seek." * "I have called 
thee . . . for a covenant of the people 
for a light of the Gentiles " ; ' and thus then 
God remained a priest, although He did 
not receive the sceptre of Judah, and King 
of all the earth ; so the blessing of Jacob 
was fulfilled, and in Him * '* shall ail the 
nations of the earth be blessed," and all the 
nations shall call the Christ blessed. 

4. And as to the tremendous question 
put by the facetious Encratites, why we do 

1 Gen. xlix. 10. 

s Is. xi. 10. The LXX. is koX 6 dyiora^cKtK apx*^^ c^my. 

* Is. xlii. 6, and a KSag% viL 13. « Gen. xxil. iS. 
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not eat everything? Let this answer be given, 
that we turn with disgust from our excre- 
ments. As far as dignity goes, to us flesh 
is grass ; but as to distinction between what 
is and what is not serviceable, just as in 
vegetables, we separate the unwholesome 
from the wholesome, so in flesh we dis- 
tinguish between that which is good and 
that which is bad for food. Hemlock is 
a vegetable, just as vulture's flesh is flesh ; 
yet no one in his senses would eat henbane 
nor do^'s flesh unless he were in very great 
straits. If he did, however, he would not 
sin. 

5. Next as to those who maintain that 
human allairs are governed by fate, do not 
ask information from me, but stab them with 
their own shafts of rhetoric. The question 
is too long for my present infirmity. With 
regard to emerging in baptism — I do not 
know how it came into your mind to ask 
such a question, if indeed you understood im- 
mersion to fulfil the figure of the three days. 
It is impos5.ible for any one to be immersed 
three times, without emerging three times. 

We write the word ^ayof paroxytone.* 

6. The distinction between omia and 
vTToaraaic is the Same as that between the 
general and the particular ; as, for instance, 
between the animal and the particular man. 
Wherefore, in the case of the Godhead, we 
confess one essence or substance so as not 
to give a variant definition of existence, 
but we confess a paiticular hypostasis, in 
order that our conception of Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit may be without confusion 
and clear.* If we have no distinct per- 
ception of the separate characteristics, 
namely, fatherhood, sonship, and sancti- 
iication, but form our conception of God 
from the general idea of existence, we 
cannot possibly give a sound account of our 
faith. We must, therefore, confess the faith 
by adding the particular to the common. 
The Godhead is common; the fatlierhood 
paiticular. We must therefore combine the 
two and say, '' I believe in God the Father." 
The like course must be pursued in the 
confession of the Son; we must combine the 
particular with the common and say " I 
believe in God the Son," so in the case of 
the Holy Ghost we must make our utter- 
ance conform to the appellation and say " in 
God' the Holy Ghost." Hence it results 



> Aniphilochius's doubt may h:ive arisen from the fact that 
^ayo«, the Doric form of ^ifybi, the esculeut oak of Homer, is 
oxytonc. 

'» •• aurvyxyroKt** Mnconfoundtdt or without coHfusiom, is the 
title of Dialogue //. of Theodorct. cf, p. 19s n. 

* The Benedictine note is Vidttur in Harlttano codice 
scriptum prima manu ck r>*v btnv Their readini^ is ei« to 
9fLlo¥ vFcv/Mi t6 ayioK. cf» Ep* viii., \ a, where no variation 



that there is a satisfactory preservation of the 
unity by the confession of the one Godhead, 
while in the distinction of the individual 
properties regarded in each there is the 
confession of the peculiar properties of the 
Persons. On the other hand those who 
identify essence or substance and hypostasis 
are compelled to confess only three Persons,' 
and, in their hesitation to speak of three 
hypostases, are convicted of failure to avoid 
the error of Sabellius, for even SabcUius 
himself, who in many places confuses the 
conception, yet, by asserting that the same 
hypostasis changed its form* to meet the 
needs of the moment, d^s endeavour to 
distinguish persons. 

7. Lastly as to your enquiry in what 
manner things neutral and indifferent are 
ordained for us, whether by some chance 
working by its own accord, or by the 
righteous providence of God, my answer 
is this : Health and sickness, riches and 
poverty, credit and discredit, inasmuch as 
they do not render their possessors good, 
are not in the category of things naturally 
good, but, in so far as in any way they 
make life's current flow more easily, in each 
case the former is to be preferred to its con- 
trary, and has a certain kind of value. To 
some men these things are given by God 
for stewardship's sake,* as for instance to 
Abraham, to Job and such like. To inferior 
characters they are a challenge to improve- 
ment. For the man who persists in un- 
righteousness, after so goodly a token of love 
from God, subjects himself to condemnation 
without defence. The good man, however. 
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neither turns his heart to wealth when he 
hLts it, nor seeks after it if he has it not. 
Hi: treats what is given him as given hiin 
not for his selHsh enjoyment, but fur 
wise ailministratioti. No one in liis senses 
runs after the trouble of distributing oilier 
people's property, unless he is trying to get 
the praise of the worlJ, which admires and 
envies anybody in authority. 

Good men take sickness as athletes take 
their contest, waiting for the crowns that are 
to reward their endurance. To aRcrihe tlie 
dispensation of these things to any one else 
is as inconsistent with true religion as it is 
with common sense. 



LETTER CCXXXVII.' 
To Eusebius, bishop of Samosata. 



I. I BOTit wrote to your reverence by the 
vicar of Thrace, and sent other letters by 
one of the offioers of the treasury of Philip- 
popolis, who was starting from our country 
into Thrace, and begged liiin to take them 
on his departure. But the vicar never re- 
ceived my letter, for while I was visiting my 
diocese,' he came into town in the evening 
and started early in the morning, so that the 
church officers did not know of his coming, 
and the letter remained at my house. The 
treasurer, too, on accoimt of some untx- 
pecte.i and urgent business, set out witliout 
seeing me or taking my letters. No one 
else could he found; so I remained, sorry at 
not being able to write to you and iit not 
receiving any letter from your reverence. 
Yet I was wishful, were it possible, to tell 
you all that happens to me day by d;iy. tio 
man^ astonishing things happen as to need 
a daily narrative, and you may be sure th.it 
I would have written one, unless my mind 
had been diverted from its purpose by the 
pressure of events. 

2> The first and greatest of my troubles 
was the visit of the Vicar. As to whether he 
is a man really hereticnlly minded I do not 
know; for I think that he is quite unversed 
in doctrine, and has not the slightest interest 
or experience in such things, for I see him 
day and night busy, both in body and soul, 
in other things. But he is certainly a friend 
of heretics ; and he is not more friendly to 
them than he is ill-disposed to me. He hfls 
summoned a synod of wicked men in mid- 
winter in Galatia.' He has deposed Hyp- 
sinus and set up Ecdicius in his place,* 

' Placed [n 376. » ij. at Ancyra. ) ' 
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I He has ordered the removal of my brother 
on the accusation of one man,, and that 
one quite insignificant. Then, alter being 
'occupied for some little time about the 
army, lie came to us again breathing rage 
and slaughter,' and, in one sentence, deliv- 
ered all the Church of Cfcsarea to the 
Senate. He settled for suveial days at 
Sebaste, sepaiating fiiends fiom foes,* 
calling those in communion with me sen- 
ators, and condemning them to the public 
service, while he advanced the adherents of 
Eustathius- He has ordered a second i>ynod 
of bishops of Galatia and Pontus to be 
assembled at Nyssa.* They have submitted, 
have met, and have sent to Ihe Churches a 
man of whose character I do not like lo 
speak; hilt your reverence can well under- 
stand what sort of a man he must be who 
would put himself at the disposal of such 
counsels of men.* Now, while I am thus 
writing, the same gang have hurried to 
Sebaste to unite with Euslalbius, and, with 
him, to upset the Church of Nicopolis. For 
the blessed Theodoius has fallen asleep. 
Hitherto the Nicopolitans have bravely and 
stoutly resisted the vicar's first assault ; for 
he tried to persuade them to receive Eusta- 
thius, and to accept their bithop on his 
appointment. But, on seeing ihem un- 
willing to yield, he is now trying, by yet 
more violent action, to effect the establish- 
ment of the bishop whom it has been 
attempted to give them.* There is, more- 
over, said to be some inimourcd expectation 
of a synod, by which means they mean to 
summon me to receive them into com- 
munion, or (o be friendly with them. Such 
is the position of the Churches. As to my 
own health, I think it better to say nothing, 
I cannot bear not to tell the truth, and by 
teiiing the truth I shall only grieve you. 

LETTER CCXXXVIH.* 

To the presbyters of Nicopolis.^ 

I HAVE received your letter, my reverend 
brethren, but it told me nothing that I did 
not already know, for the whole coimtry 
round about was already full of the report 
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announcing the dii^grace of tliiit one amtmg 
you who has fallen, jiid thi'ough lust of viiin 
glory has brought on himself very shameful 
dislionour, and has through his self-love lost 
the rewards promised to faith. Nay, through 
the jiist hatred of ihem that fear the Lord. 
he misses even that contrmplihie little glory 
for lust of which h,- hiis been sold to im- 

Eiety. By the characti^r he lias now shown 
e has very plainly proved, concernin;! all 
his life, th:it he has iifver at any tinii.' lived 
in hope of the promises laid up for ll^ by the 
Lord, but, in all his transactions of human 
atfairs, has used words of faith and mockery 
of piety, all to deceive every one whom he 
met. But how are you injured .' Are j'ou 
any worse off for this than you were before ? 
One of your number has fallen away, and if 
one or two others have gone with liim, they 
are to be pitied for their f:dl, but, by God's 
grace, your body is whole. The useless 
part has gone, and what is left has not suf- 
fered mutilation. You are haply distressed 
that you are driven without the walls, but 
you shall dwell under the protection of the 
God of Ht'aven,' and the nngel who watches 
over the Church has gone out with jou. So 
they lie down in empty places day by day, 
bringing upon themselves heavy judgment 
through the dispersion of the people. And, 
if in all this there is sorrow to be borne, I 
trust in the Lord that it will not be without 
its use to you. Therefore, the more have 
been your trials, look for a more perfect 
reward from your just Judge. Do not take 
your present troubles ill. Do not lose hope. 
Vet a little while and your Helper will come 
to you and will not tarry.' 

LETTER CCXXXIX.' 

To £useiius, bishop of Samosala. 

I. The Lord has granted me the priv- 
ilege of now saluting your holiness by our 
beloved and very reverend brother, the pres- 
byter Antiochus, of exhorting you to pray 
for rne as you arc wont, and offering in our 
communication by letter some consolation 
for our long separation. And, when you 
pray, I ask you to beg from tlie Lord this as 
the first and greatest boon, that I may be 
delivered from vile and wicked men, who 
have gained such power over the people that 
now 1 seem to see, indeed, a repetition of 
the events of the taking of Jerusalem.* For 
the weaker grow the Churches the more does 
men's lust for power increase. And now 
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the very title of bishop has been conferred 
on wretched slaves, for no servant of 
God would choose to come forward in op- 
position to claim the see ; — no one but miser- 
able fellows like the emissaries of Anvsius 
the creature of Euippius, and of Ecdiciiia 
of Parnassus: whoever has appointed him' 
has sent into the Churches a poor means of 
aiding his own entry into the life to come. 

They have expelled my brother from Nyssa, 
and into his place have introduced hardlv a 
man — a mere scamp* worth only nn odoI 
oi' two, but, so far as regards the ruin of the 
faith, a match for those who have put him 
where he is. 

At the town of Doara they have brought 
shame upon the poor name of bishop, and 
have sent there a wretch, an orphans" domes- 
tic, a runaway from his own masters, to 
flatter a godless woman, who formerly uscil 
George as she liked, and now has gut this 
fellow to succeed him. 

And who could properly lament the occur- 
rences at Nicopolis? That unhappy Fronto 
did, indeed, for a while pretend to be on the 
side of the truth, but now he has shame- 
lully betrayed both the faith and himself, 
and for the price of his betrayal has got s 
name of disgrace. He imagines that he has 
obtained from these men the rank of bishop; 
in reality he has become, by God's grace, the 
abomination of all Armenia. But there ie 
nothing that they will not dare; nothing 
wherein they are at a loss for worthy accom- 
plices. But die rest of the news of Syria 
my brother knows better, and can tell you 
better, than I. 

z. The news of the West vou know 
already, on tile recital of brother boroihcus. 
What sort of letters are to be given him on 
his departure? Perhaps he will travel with 
(he excellent Sanctissimus, who is full of 
enthusiasm, journeying through the East, and 
collecting letters and signatures from all the 
men of mark,* What ought to be written by 
them, or how I can come to an agreement 
with those who are writing, I do not know. 
If you hear of any one soon travelling my 
way, be so good as to let me know. I am 
moved to say, as Diomede said, 
" Would God, Atrides, thy request were yet to under- 
take; 
, . . he's proud enough."* 

Really lofty souls, when they are courted. 
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get hnughticf than ever. If tlie Lord he 
propitious to us, what other thing do wf 
need? If the anger of tlie Lord lasts on, 
what help can come to us from the frown ,,t 
the Wist? Men who do not kimw iiil' 
truth, and do not wish to learn it, but mv 
prejudiced by false suspicions, are dniii;^ 
now as they did in tbc case of Marcellns,' 
when they quiirrellcd with men who tolil 
them the truth, and by their own action 
strengthened the cause of heresy. A]):ut 
from tlie common document, I should like 
to have written to their Coryphaeus — 
nothing, indued, about ecclesiastical afliiirs, 
except gently to suggest that they know 
nothing of what is going on here, and will 
not accept the only means whereby thLV 
migbt learn it. I would say, generally, th.it 
they ought not to press hard on men \\'lio 
are crushed by trials. They must not Inkc 
dignity for pride. Sin only avails to produce 
enmity against God. 

LETTER CCXL.* 

To the PresbyUrs of Nicopolis. 

1. Yoy have done quite right in scn<iuig 
me a letter, and in sending it by the hamis of 
one who, even if you had not written, wouUl 
have been perfectly competent to give me 
considerable comfort in all my anxieties, and 
an authentic report as to the position of 
alfairs. Many vague rumours were coliiIh- 
iially reaching me, and therefore I w.is 
desirous of getting information on niiiriy 
points from some one able to give it thrcnijjii 
accurate knowledge. Touching all these I 
have received a satisfactory and intellijrcnt 
narrative from our weil-beloved and honour- 
able brother Theodosius the presbyter. 1 
now write to your reverences the advice 
which I give myself, for in many respects onr 
positions ate identical; and that not onlv :it 
the present moment, but in times gone by tuo, 
as many instances may prove. Of some of 
these we possess records in writing; others 
we b.ive received through unwritten recol- 
lection from persons acqu:iintcd with the 
f.icts. We know how. for the sake of tht 
name of the Lord, trials have beset nlikt in- 
dividuals and cities that have put their trust 
in Him. Nevertheless, one and all li;.vc 
passed away, and the distress caused fay tht' 
days of darkness has not been everlasting. 
For just as when hail-storm and flood, ;iiui 
all natural calamities, at once injure and (h- 
atroy things that have no strength, while ibey 
are only themselves affected by falling on tlie 

■ ff. LttUr Ixix. p. \i%, ■ ri«cd In j]6. 



Strong, so the terrible trials set in action 
against the Church have been proved feebler 
than the firm foundation of our faith in 
Christ. The hail-storm has passed away; 
the torrent baa rushed over its bed ; clear sty 
has taken the place of the former, and the 
latter has left the course without water and 
dry, over which it travelled, and has disap- 
peared in the deep. So, too, in a little while 
the storm, now bursting upon us, ^vill cease to 
be. But this will be on the condition of our 
being willing not to look to tbe present, but to 
gaze in hopeat the future somewhat furtheroff. 

2. Is the trial heavy, my brethren? Let 
us endure the toil. No one who shuns the 
blows and the dust of battle wins a crown. 
Are those mockeries of the devil, and the 
enemies sent to attack us, insignificant? They 
are troublesome because they are his minis- 
ters, but contemptible because God has in 
them combined wickedness with weakness. 
Let us beware of being condemned for crying 
out too loud over a little pain. Only one 
thing is worth anguish, the loss of one's own 
self, when for the sake of the credit of the 
moment, if one can really call making a 
public disgrace of one's self credit, one has 
deprived one's self of the everlasting reward 
of the just. You are children of confessors; 
you are children of martyrs ; you have resisted 
sin unto blood.' Use, each one of you, the 
examples of those near and dear to you to 
make you brave for true religion's sake. No 
one of lis has been torn by lashes ; * no one 
of us has suffered confiscation of his house ; 
we have not been driven into exile ; we have 
not suffered imprisonment. What great sufler- 
ing have we undergone, unless peradventuro 
it is grievous that we have suffered nothing, 
and have not been reckoned wortliy of the 
sufferings of Christ?' But if you are grieved 
because one whom I need not name occupies 
the house of prayer, and you worship the 
Lord of heaven and earth in the open air, 
remember that the elevin disciples were shut 
up in the upper chamber, when they that 
bad crucified the Lord were worshipping in 
the Jews' far-famed temple. Peradventure, 

fudaa, who preferred death by hanging to 
ife in disgrace, proved himself a better man 
than those who now meet universal condem- 
nation without a blush. 

3. Only do not be deceived by their lies 
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when they clajm to be of the right faitli. 
They are not (Jhristiiiiis, but traffickers in 
Christ,' iilwiiys prelcrring their profit in thU 
lire to living in accordance with the trutli. 
Wiieii they thought that they should get this 
empty dignity, they joined the enemies ot 
Christ : now that they have seen the indigna- 
tion of the people, tliey are once more fur 
pretending orthodoxy. I do not recogniseiis 
bishop — I would not count among Christ's 
clergy ' — a man who hus been promoted to ;i 
chief post by polluted hands, to the destruc- 
tion of the faith. This is my decision. If 
you have any part with me, you will doubt- 
less think as I do. If you take counsel on 
your own responsibility, every man is master 
of his own mind, and I am innocent of thi^ 
blood.' I have written thus, not because I 
distrust you, but that by declaring my own 
mind I may strengthen some men's hesita- 
tion, and prevent any OJie from being pre- 
maturely received into communion, or after 
receiving tbe laying on of hands of on 
enemies, when peace is made, later on, try- 
ing to force me to enroll them in the ranks of 
the sacred ministry. Through you I salute thi 
clergy of the city and diocese, and all thi 
laity who -fear the Lord. 

LETTER CCXLL* 

To Eusebiut, bishop of Samosata. 

It is not to increase your distress that I am 
so lavish of painful topics in my letters to 
your excellency. My object is to get some 
comfort for myself in the lamentations which 
are a kind of natural means of dispersing 
deep-seated pain whenever they are produced 
and further to rouse you, my great-heartei 
friend, to more earnest prayer on behalf of 
the Churches. We know that Moses prayed 
continually for the people; yet, when his 
battle with Amalek had bcgnn, he did not 
let down his hands from morning to evening, 
and the uplifting of the hands of the saint 
only ended with the end of the fight. 

LETTER CCXLIL* 

To the IVestcms* 

t. The Holy God has promised a happy 
issue out of all their infirmities to those that 
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trust in Him. We, therefoic, though we 
have been cut off in a mid-ocean of troubles, 
though we are tossed by the great waves 
raised up against us by the spirits of wicked- 
ness, nevertheless hold out in Christ Who 
strengthens us. We have not slackened the 
strength'of our zeal for the Churches, nor, as 
though despairing of our salvation, while 
the billows in the tempest rise above our 
heads, do we look to be destroyed. On the 
contrary, we are still holding out with all 
possible earnestness; remembering how even 
he who was swallowed by the sea monster, 
because he did not despair of his life, but 
cried to the Lord, was saved. Thus too 
we, though we have reached the last pitch 
of peril, do not give up our hope in God- 
On every side we see His succour round 
about us. For these reasons now we turn 
our eyes to you, right honourable brethren. 
In many an hour of our affliction we have 
expected that you would be at our side ; and 
disappointed in that hope we have said to 
ourselves, " I looked for some to Like pity and 
there was none; and for comforters but I 
found none." ' Our sufierings are such as to 
have reached the confines of the empire ; and 
since, when one member suffers, all the 
members suffer,' it is doubtless right that 
vour pity should be shown to us who have 
been so long in trouble. Fort hat sympathy, 
which we have hoped you of your charity 
feci for us, is caused less by nearness of place 
than by union of spirit. 

2. How comes it to pass then that we have 
received nothing of what is due to us by the 
law of love ; no letter of consolation, no 
visit from brethren? This is now the thir- 
teenth year since the war of heresy began 
against us.' In this the Churches have 
suffered more tribulations than all those 
which are on record since Christ's gospel 
was first preached.' I am unwilling to de- 
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scribe thc'^e one by one, lest the feebleness of 
my narrative should make the evidence of 
the cahimities less convincing. It is more- 
over the less necessary for me to tell you of 
them, because you have long known what 
has happened from the reports which will 
have reached you. The sum and substance 
of our troubles is this : the people have left 
the houses of prayer and are holding con- 
g^regations in the wildernesses. It is a sad 
sijL^ht. Women, boys, old men, and those 
who are in other ways infirm, remain in the 
open air, in heavy rain, in the snow, the 
gales and the frost of winter as well as in 
summer under the blazing heat of the sun. 
All this they are suffering because they refuse 
to have anvthing: to do with the wicked 
leaven of Anus. 

3. How could mere words give you any 
clear idea of all this without your being 
stirred to sympathy by personal experience 
and the evidence of eyewitnesses? We 
implore you, therefore, to stretch out a help- 
ing hand to those that have already been 
stricken to the ground, and to send messen- 
gers to remind us of the prizes in store for 
the reward of all who patiently suffer for 
Christ. A voice that we are used to is 
naturallv less able to comfort us than one 
which sounds from afar, and that one 
coming from men who over all the world 
are known by God's grace to be among the 
noblest; for common report everywhere 
represents you as having remained stead- 
fast, without suffering a wound in your 
faith, and as having kept the deposit of the 
apostles inviolate. This is not our case. 
There are among us some who, through 
lust of glory and that puffing up which is 
especially wont to. destroy the .souls of 
Christian men, have audaciously uttered 
certain novelties of expression with the 
result that the Churches have become like 
cracked pots and pans and have let in the 
inrush of heretical impurity. But do you, 
whom we love and long for, be to us as 
surgeons for the wounded, as trainers for 
the whole, healing the limb that is dis- 
eased, and anointing the limb that is sound 
for the service of the true religion. 

LETTER CCXLIII.' 

To the bishops of Italy and Gaul concerning 
the condition and confusion of the Churches, 

I. To his brethren truly God-beloved 
and very dear, and fellow ministers of like 
mind, the bishops of Gaul and Italy, Basil, 

1 Placed in 376. 



bishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who has deigned to style the 
universal Church of God His body, and has 
made us individually members one of an- 
other, has moreover granted to all of us to 
live in intimate association with one an- 
other, as befits the agreement of the mem- 
bers. Wherefore, although we dwell far 
away from one another, yet, as regards 
our close conjunction, we are veiy near. 
Since, then, the head cannot say to the feet, 
I have no need of you,* you will not, I 
am sure, endure to reject us; you will, on 
the contrary, sympathize with us in, the 
troubles to which, for our sins, we have 
been given over, in proportion as we re- 
joice together with you in your glorying in 
the peace which the Lord has bestowed on 
you. Ere now we have also at another 
time invoked your charity to send us suc- 
cour and sympathy ; but our punishment 
was not full, and you were not suffered to 
rise up to succour us. One chief object of 
our desire is that through you the state of 
confusion in which we are situated should 
be made known to the emperor of your 
part of the world.* If this is difficult, we 
beseech you to send envoys to visit and 
comfort us in our affliction, that you may 
have the evidence of eyewitnesses of those 
sufferings of the East which cannot be told 
by word of mouth, because language is in- 
adequate to give a clear report of our 
condition. 

2. Persecution has come upon us, right 
honourable brethren, and persecution in the 
severest form. Shepherds are persecuted 
that their flocks mav be scattered. And 
the worst of all is that those who arc being 
treated ill cannot accept their sufferings in 
proof of their testimony, nor can the people 
reverence the athletes as in the army of 
martyrs, because the name of Christians is 
applied to tlie persecutors. The one charge 
which is now sure to secure severe punish- 
ment is the careful kecpin<j of the traditions 
of the Fathers. For this the pious are 
exiled from their homes, and are sent away 
to dwell in distant regions. No reverence 
is shown by the judges of iniquity to the 
hoary head, to practical piety, to the life 
lived from boyhood to old age according 
to the Gospel. No malefactor is doomed 
without proof, but bishops have been con- 
victed on calumny alone, and arc consigned 
to penalties on charges wholly unsupported 
by evidence. Some have not even known 
who has accused them, nor been brought 

1 I Cor. xit. ai. 

* i-A, Gratiaa, who succeeded Valentinian I. in 375. . 
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before any tribunal, nor even been falsely 
accused at all. They have been appre- 
hended with violence late at night, have 
been exiled to distant places, and, through 
the hardships of these remote wastes, have 
been given over to death.* The rest is 
notorious, though I make no mention of it ; 
— the flight of priests; the flight of deacons; 
the foraying of all the clergy. Either the 
image must be worshipped, or we are de- 
livered to the wicked flame of whips.* The 
laity groan ; tears are falling without ceas- 
ing in public and in private; all are mutu- 
ally* lamenting their woes. No one's 
heart is so hard as to lose a father, and bear 
the bereavement meekly. There is a sound 
of them that mourn in the city — a sound 
in the flelds, in the roads, in the deserts. 
But one voice is heard from all that utter 
sad and piteous words. Joy and spiritual 
gladness are taken away. Our feasts are 
turned into mourninor.' Our houses of 
prayer are shut. The altars of the spiritual 
service are lying idle. Christians no longer 
assemble together; teachers no longer pre- 
side. The doctrines of salvation are no 
longer taught. We have no more solemn 
assemblies, no more evening hymns, no 
more of that blessed joy of souls which 
arises in the souls of all that believe in 
the Lord at communions, and the impart- 
.ing of spiritual boons.* We may well 
say, " Neither is there at this time prince, 
or prophet, or reader, or offering, or in- 
cense, or place to sacriflce before thee, and 
to find mercy."* 

3. We are writing to those who know 
tTiese things, for there is not a region of 
the world which is ignorant of our calam- 
ities. Do not suppose that we are using 
these words as though to give information, 
or to recall ourselves to your recollection. 
We know that you could no more forget 
us than a mother forget the sons of her 
womb.' But all who are crushed by any 
weight of agony find some natural allevia- 
tion for their pain in uttering groans of 
distress, and it is for this that we arc doing 
as we do. We get rid of the load of our 
grief in telling you of our manifold misfor- 
tunes, and in expressing the hope that you 
may haply be the more moved to pray for 
us, and may prevail on tlie Lord to be re- 



' For the midnight banishment, ef. the story of the expuU 
fion of Eusebius from Samosata in Thcod. iv. 1 \, Of death 
following on exile Basil did not live to see the most signal in- 
stance — that of Chrysostoiii in 407. 

* cf, Dan. iii. 10. The whips seem as rhetorical as the image 
and the flame. ^ ^ ^ » Amos viii. lo, 

* (vi jax% avyeL(t<ri <cal rj} icoiVMKtf rity wvtviLarueiov ;(api(r- 
pAmv. 

» Song^ of th€ Tkrtf Children^ 14. • Is. xlix. 15. 



conciled to us. And if these afiflictions had 
been confined to ourselves,' we might even 
have determined to keep silence, and to 
rejoice in our sufferings for Christ's sake, 
since ^^ the suflTerings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which* shall be revealed in us." * But 
at the present time we are alarmed, lest the 
mischief growing day by day, like a flame 
spreading through some burning wood, 
when it has consumed what is close at 
hand, may catch distant objects too. The 
plague of heresy* is spreading, and there 18 
ground of apprehension lest, when it has 
devoured our Churches, it may afterwards 
creep on even so far as to the sound portion 
of your district.* Peradventure it is because 
with us iniquity has abounded that we have 
been first delivered to be devoured bv the 
cruel teeth of the enemies of God. But the 
gospel of the kingdom began in our regions, 
and then went forth over all the world. 
So, peradventure — and this is most prob- 
able — the common enemv of our souls, is 
striving to bring it about that the seeds of 
apostasy, originating in the same quarter, 
should be distributed throughout the world. 
For the darkness of impiety plots to come 
upon the very heaits whereon the '* light 
of the knowledge" of Christ has shone. 

4. Reckon then, as true disciples of the 
Lord, that our sufferings are yours. We are 
not being attacked for the sake of riches, or 
glory, or any temporal advantages. We 
stand in the arena to fight for our common 
heritage, for the treasure of the sound faith, 
derived from our Fathers. Grieve with us, 
all ye who love the brethren, at the shutting 
of the mouths of our men of true religion, 
and at the opening of the bold and blasphe- 
mous lips of all that utter unrighteousness 
against God.* The pillars and foundation 
of the truth are scattered abroad. We, 
whose insignificance has allowed of our 
being overlooked, are deprived of our right 
of free speech. Do ye enter into the strug- 
gle, for the people's sake. Do not think 
only of your being yourselves moored in a 
safe haven, where the grace of God gives yoii 
shelter from the tempest of the winds of wick- 
edness. Reach out a helping hand to the 
Churches that are being buflleted by the 
storm, lest, if they be abandoned, they suffer 
complete shipwreck of the faith. Lament 
for us, in that the Only-begotten is being 
blasphemed, and there is none to oflTer con- 
tradiction. The Holy Ghost is being set at 

1 Rom. viii. iS. 

s irtooiffia. The word seems here to have a wider sense 
even than that of •* dioceae." 

» cf, 2 Cor. iv. 6. « cf. Ps. IxxUi, 8, LXX. 



I able to confute the 
to c;(ilc. Polythei! 
li:is prevailed. Our opponents own a great 
God and a small God, '■ Son " is no longi 
a name of nature, but is looked upon as 
title of some kind of honour. The Holy 
Gho%t is regarded not as complemental of 
the Holy Trinity, nor as participating in 
divine and blessed Nature, but as in s 
sort one of the numberof created beings, and 
attached to Father and Son, at mere hap-haz- 
ard and as occasion may require. " Oh that 
my head were waters, and mine eyes a foun- 
tain of tears,'" and I will weep many days for 
the people who arc being driven to destruc- 
tion by these vile doctrines. The ears of tlie 
simple are being led astr.iy, and have now 
got used to heretical impiety. The nurslings 
of the Church are being brought up in 
doctrines of iniquity. What are ttiey to do? 
Our opponents have the command of bap- 
ttsms i they speed the dving on their w.iy ; * 
they visit the sick ; they console the sorrow 
full they aid the distressed; they give sue 
cour of various kinds ; they communicate the 
mysteries. All these things, as long as the 
performance of them is in their hands, arc sc 
many ties to bind the people to their views. 
The result will be that in a little time, even if 
some liberty be conceded to us, there is small 
hope that thev who have been long under the 
influence of error will be recalled to recogni- 
lion of the truth. 

5, Under these circumstances it wi 
hm-e been weli for many of us to have trav- 
elled to your reVL-rcnces, and to have indivld' 
ually reported each his own position. Voi 
may now take as a ])roof of the sore straits ir 
which we are placed the fact that we are nol 
even free to travel abroad. For if any one 
leaves his Church, even for a very brief 
space, he will leave his people at the mercy 
of those who are plotting their ruin. By 
God's mercy instead of many we have sent 
one, our very reverend and fcuinved brother 
the presbyter Dorothcus. He is fully able 
to supply by his personal report whatever 
has been omitted in our letter, for he has 
carefully followed all that has occurred, and 
is jealous oftlic right faith. Receive him in 
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peace, and speedily send him back to us, 
bringing us good news of your readiness to 
the brotherhood. 



LETTER CCXLIV." 
To Patrophilus, bishop of ^giz? 

1. I HAVE read, and read with pleas- 
ure, the letter which you have sent by Strat- 
cgius the presbyter. How should I not so 
read it, written as it is by a wise man, and 
dictated by a heart which has learned to ob- 
ser\e the universal love taught by the com- 
mandment of the Lord? Possibly I am not 
unaware of the reasons which have hitherto 
kept you silent. You have been, aa it were, 
amazed and astounded, nt the idea of tha 
change in the notorious Basil. Why, ever 
since he was a boy he did such and such ser- 
vice to such an one; at such and such times 
he did such and such things; he waged war 
against foes innumerable for the sake of his 
allegiance to one man ; now he has become 
a totally different character; he has ex- 
changed love for war J -he is all that you 
have written; so you naturally shew consid- 
erable astonishment at the very unex)>ected 
turn of affairs. And if you have found some 
fault, I do not take it ill. I am not so be- 
yond correction as to be amazed at the affoc- 
tionate rebukes of my brothers. Indeed so 
far was I from being vextd at your letter that 
it really almost made me bugh to think that 
when there were, as I thought, so many 
strong causes alreadyexisting to cement our • 
friendship, you should have expressed such 
very great astonishment at the trifles which 
liave been reported to vou. Su truly have 
vou suffered the fate of all those who omitto 
enquire into the nature of circumstances, and 
give heed to the men wiio are being dis- 
cussed; ofallwhodo not examine into the 
truth, but iudgeby the distinctionof persons, 
in forgetfu'lness of the exhortation " Ye shall 
not respect persons in judgment."' 

2. Nevertheless, since God in judgment 
'man does not accept persons, I will not 
fuse to make known to you the defence 

which I have prepared for the great tribunal, 
On my side, from the beginning, there has 
been no cause of quarrel, either small or 
great ; but men who hate me, for wh:it rea- 
best known to themselves (I must 
not say a word about them), incessantly ca- 
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lumniated me. I cleared myself again and 
again of slanders. There seemed no end to 
the matter, and no good came of my con- 
tinual defence, because I was far away, and 
the authors of the false statements, being on 
the spot, were able by their calumnies against 
me to wound a susceptible heart, and one 
which has never learnt to keep one ear open 
for the absent. When the Nicopolitnns, as 
you yourself are partly aware, were asking 
for some proof of faith, I determined to have 
recourse to the written document.* I thought 
that I should fulfil two objects at once ; I 
expected both to persuade the Nicopolitins 
not to think ill of the man,' and to shut the 
mouths of my calumniators, because agree- 
ment in faith would exclude slander on both 
sides. Indeed the creed had been drawn up, 
and it was brought from me, and signed. 
After it had been signed, a place was ap- 
pointed for a second meeting, and another 
date fixed, so that my brethren in the diocese 
might come together and be united with one 
another, and our communion for the future 
be genuine and sincere. I, for my part, 
arrived at the appointed time, and, of the 
brethren who act with me, some were on the 
spot, and others were hurrying thither, all 
joyous and eager as though on the high road 
to peace.' Couriers and a letter from my- 
self announced my arrival ; for the spot ap- 
pointed for the reception of those who were 
assembling was mine. But nobody appeared 
on the other side ; no one came in advance ; 
no one to announce the approach of the ex- 
pected bishops. So those who had been 
sent by me returned with the reix)rt of the 
deep dejection and the complaints of those 
who were assembled, as though a new creed 
had been promulgated by me. They were 
moreover said to be for deciding, that they 
certainly would not suffer their bishop to go 
over to me. Then came a messenger bring- 
ing me a letter hastily drawn up, and con- 
taining no mcntfon of tiie points originally 
agreed on. My brother Thcophilus,* a man 
worthy of all respect and honour at my hands, 
sent one of his adherents, and made certain 
announcements, which he thought it not im- 
proper for him to utter, nor unbecoming in 
me to hear. He did not condescend to 
write, not so much because he was afraid of 
being convicted on written evidence, as be- 
cause he was anxious not to be compelled to 
address me as bishop. Assuredly his lan- 
guage was violent, and came from a heart 
vehemently agitated. Under these circum- 

1 i.e, the formula proposed to Eust.ithius by Basil, and 
signed in 373 hv him with Fronto, Severux, and otherSi and 
appearing as Letter cxxv. » ef. Litter cxxx. 

* 1'./. Eustathius. * Theophilus of Castabala. 



stances I departed abashed and depressed, 
not knowing what to answer to my ques- 
tioners. Then, without any long interval of 
time, there was the Journey into Cilicia,' the 
return thence, and K>rthwith a letter repudi- 
ating communion with me.' 

3. The cause of the rupture was the al- 
legation that I wrote to ApoUinarius and was 
in communion with the presbyter Diodorus. 
I never regarded ApoUinarius as an enemy, 
and for some reasons I even respect him. 
But I never so far united myself to him as to 
take upon me the charges against him ; in- 
deed I have myself some accusations to bring 
against him af^er reading some of his books. 
I do not know that I ever asked him for a 
book on the Holy Spirit, or received it on 
his sending. I am told that he has become 
a most copious writer, but I have read very 
few of his works.* I have not even time to 
investigate such matters. Indeed I shrink 
from admitting any of the more recent 
works, for my health does not even allow of 
my reading the inspired Scriptures with dil- 
igence and as 1 ought. What, then, is it 
to me, if some one has written something 
displeasing to somebody else? Yet if one 
man is to render an account on behalf of 
another, let him who accuses me for Apol- 
linarius' sake defend himself to me for the 
sake of Arius his own master and of Actius 
his own disciple. I never learnt anything 
from, nor taught anything to this man whose 
g^ilt is laid at my door. Diodorus, as a 
nursling of the blessed Silvan us, I did re- 
ceive from the beojinning : I love him now 
and respect him on account of his grace of 
speech, whereby many who meet him are 
made the better men.* 

4. At this letter I was affected in such a 
manner as might be expected, and astounded 
at so sudden and' pleasant a change. I felt 
quite unable to reply. My heart could hardly 
beat ; my tongue failed me, and my hand 
grew numb. I felt like a poor creature (for 
the truth shall be told ; yet it is pardonable) ; 
I all but fell into a state of misanthropy ; I 
looked on every one with suspicion and 
thought that there was no charity to be found 

* cf. Letter cxxx. The journey of Eustathius to Cilicia 
was the occasion of his presenting an Arian creed to a certain 
Gvlasius. 

s cf» Letter ccxxvi. The letter of repudiation was conveyed 
by Eustathius the chorepiscopus. 

s Fnigments of ApoUinarius are extant in Uie works of 
Thcodorct and Gregory of Nyssa, and in Mai's Script. Vet, 
j^ov. col. vii., and Spicil. Rom. x. a. cfm Thomasius, Christ, 
Dogm . 4C1 . c/. Ep cclxiii. p. 30a. 

^Diodorus, now presbyter of Antioch, did not become 
hi^hop of Tarsus till about the time of Raairs death. On bis 
services to the Church at Antioch, cf. Theod., H.E. ii. 19. and 
Soc, H.E. vi. S. The controvers3fas to his alleged Xestorian* 
ism belonjgs to a later date. On the' relations between Dio- 
dorus ana ApoUinarius, cf, Dorner, Christ, i. pp. 976 and 
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in mankind. Charity seemed a mere specious 
word, serving as a kind of decoration to 
those who use it, while no such sentiment 
was really to he found in the heart of man. 
Could it really be that one who seemed to 
have disciplined himself from boyhood to 
old age, could be so easily brutalized on 
such grounds, without a thought for me, 
without any idea that his experience of by- 
gone years ought to have more weight than 
this wretched slander? Could he really, like 
an unbroken colt as 3'et untaught to carry his 
rider properly, on some petty suspicion rear 
and unseat his rider and flinof to the ground 
what was once his pride? If so, what must 
be thought of the rest with whom I had no 
such strong ties of friendship, and who had 
given no such proofs of a well trained life? 
AH this I turned over in my soul and contin- 
ually revolved in my heart, or, shall I rather 
say my heart was turned over by these things 
fighting and pricking me at the recollection 
of them ? I wrote no answer ; not that I 
kept silence from contempt ; do not think it 
of me my brother, for I am not defending 
myself to men but I speak before God in 
Christ. I kept silence fr m utter inability to 
say a word commensurate with my grief. 

5. While I was in this position another 
letter came to mc, addressed to a certain 
Dazizas, but in reality written to all the 
world. This is obvious from its very rapid 
distribution, for in a few days it was delivered 
all over Pontus, and was travelling about 
Galatia; indeed it is said that the carriers 
of this good news traversed Bithynia, and 
reached the Hellespont itself. What was 
written against me to Dazizas * you are very 
well aware, for they do not reckon you as so 
far beyond the bounds of their friendship as 
to have left you alone undistinguished by this 
honour. However, if the letter has not 
reached you, I will send it to you. In it you 
will find me charged with craft and treach- 
ery, with corruption of Churches and with 
ruin of souls. The charge which they think 
the truest of all is, that I made that exposition 
of the faith for secret and dishonest reasons, 
not to do service to the Nicopolltans, hut 
with the design of disingenuously extracting 
a confession from them. Of all this the 
Lord is Judge. What clear evidence can 
tlicre be of the thoughts of the heart? One 
thing I do wonder at in them, that after sign- 
ing the document presented by me, they 
show so much disagreement, that they con- 
fuse truth and falsehood to satisfy those who 
are accusing them, quite forgetful that their 

< In Le*ffr cxxxl. the name npnears as Dnzinas, or Dexi- 
luu. lu Uiis pluce Uie MSS. u|;rce in the form Dazizas. 



written confession of the Nicene Creed is 
preserved at Rome, and that they with their 
own hand delivered to the council at Tyana 
the document brought from Rome which is 
in my hands, and contains the same creed. 
They forgot their own address, when they 
came forward and bewailed the deceit by 
which they had been tricked into giving their 
adhesion to the document drawn up by the 
faction of Eudoxius,* and so bethought them 
of the defence for that error, that they should 
go to Rome * and there accept the creed of 
the Fathers, that so they might make amends, 
for the mischief they had done the Church by 
their agreement in evil, by their introduction 
of something better. Now the very men 
who undertook long journeys for the faith's 
sake, and made all these 6ne speeches, are 
reviling me for walking craftily, and lor 
playing the plotter under the cloke of love. 
It is plain from the Letter, now being carried 
about, that they have condemned the faith 
of Nicaea. They saw Cyzicus, and came 
home with another creed.* 

6. But why siiy anything of mere verbal 
inconsistency? The practical proofs of their 
change of position allorded by their conduct 
are far stronger. They refused to yield to 
the sentence of fifty bishops passed against 
them.* They declined to resign the govern- 
ment of their Churches although the number 
of bishops assenting to the decree for their 
deposition was so many, on tlie alleged 
jxround that they were not partakers of the 
Holy Ghost, and were not governing their 
Churches by the grace of God, but had 
clutched their dignity by the aid of human 
power, and through lust of vain glory. Now 
they are for receiving the men consecrated by 
these same persons as bishops. I should like 
you to ask them in my stead, (although they 
despise all mankind, as bereft of eyes, ears, 
and common sense), to perceive the incon- 
sistency of their conduct, what sentiments 
they do really entertain in their own hearts. 
How can there be two bishops, one deposed 
by Euippius,* and the other consecrated by 
him? Both are the actions of the same man. 
Had he not been endowed with the grace 
bestowed upon Jeremiah to pull down and 
build again, to root out and to plant,* he 
certainly would not have rooted the one out 
and planted the other. Grant him the one 
and you must grant him the other. Their 

1 ?The Creed of Ariminum. 

s Eustathius, Silvuiius, and Theophilus went to Rome after 
the Lampsaccne Council of 365. 

* The Synod of Tyana nad been ready to recognise the 
Eustathians as Catholics in 374. The Semi-Arian Council of 
Cyxicus was held in 375 or 376 (Mansi iii.469}. 

* i.e, at Constantinople in 360. 

* cf. JMter ccxxviii. • ef, Jer. i. lo. 
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one object, as it seems, is everywhere to look 
to their own advantage, and to regard every 
one who acts in accordance with their own 
wishes as a friend, while they treat any one 
who opposes them as an enemy, and spare no 
calumny to run him down.' 

7. What measures are they now taking 
against the Church? For the shiftiness of 
their originators, shocking; for the apathy 
of all who are affected by them, pitiable. 
By a respectable commission the children and 
grandchildren of Euippius have been sum- 
moned from distant regions to Sebastcia, 
and to them the people have been entrusted.* 
They have taken possession of the altar. 
They have been made the leaven of that 
Church. I am persecuted by them as a 
Homoousiast. Eustathius, who brought the 
Homoousion in the script from Rome to 
Tyana, although he was not able to get 
admitted into their much to be coveted com- 
munion, either because they feared, or re- 
spected the authority of, the large number of 
persons who had agreed in condemning him, 
is now in intimate alliance with them. I 
only hope that I may never have time enough 
on my hands to tell of all their doings — 
who were gathered together, how each one 
had been ordained, and from what kind of 
earlier life each arrived at his present dignity. 
I have been taught to pray " that mv mouth 
may not utter the works of the men." ' If you 
enquire you will learn these things for your- 
self, and, if they are hidden from you, they 
will not assuredly continue hidden from 
the judges. 

8. I will not, however, omit to tell you, 
my dear friend, in what a state I have been. 
Last year I suffered from a very violent 
fever, and came near to the gates of death. 
When, by God's mercy, I was restored, I 
was distressed at coming back to life, as I 
bethought me of all the troubles before me. 
I considered with myself for what reason, 
hidden in the depths of the wisdom of God, 
yet further days of life in the flesh had been 
allowed me. But when I heard of these 
matters I concluded that the Lord wished 
me to see the Churches at rest after the storm 
which they had previously suffered from the 

> The Ren. note on this passag:e suggests that the reference 
to Jeremiah is an ar>(uinent supposed to be put forward by 
Eustathius, and iminettiutely answered bv Basil, but there 
seems no necessity for this. Basil says notninif for or agrainst 
the powers of the bishops who condemned Eustathius; he 
only points out the inconsistency of Eustathius in acceptinc: 
their powers to ordain when it 'suited bis purpose, while he 
refuscHl to admit their authority to depose. It is enough for 
Basil's argfumeot that Eustathius treated him as havinfr 
authority. On Basil's own views as to the validity of heretical 
ordination, r/". Canon i., /^//^r clxxxviii. 

» i.e. hish.ms and presbyters whose spiritual descent is to 
be tracrd In Euippius, fix'.: Eustathius and his clergy. Over 
whai sec Eiiippiii> presided is unknowu. 

• i>8. xvii. 3 and 4, UCX. 



alienation of the men in whom, on account 
of their flctitious gravity of character, every 
confidence had been placed. Or peradventure 
the Lord designed to invigorate my soul, and 
to render it more vigilant for the future, to 
the end that, instead of giving heed to men, 
it might be made perfect through those pre- 
cepts of the Gospel which do not share in the 
changes and chances of human seasons and 
circumstances, but abide for ever the same, 
as they were uttered by the blessed lips that 
cannot lie.* 

9. Men are like clouds, shifting hither and 
thither in the sky with the change of the 
winds,* And of all men who have ever come 
within my experience these of whom I am 
speaking are the most unstable. As to the 
other business of life, those who have 
lived with them may give evidence ; but as 
to what is within my own knowledge, their 
inconsistency as regards the faith, I do not 
know that I have ever myself observed it or 
heard from any one else, of anything like it. 
Originally they were followers of Arius; 
then they went over to Hermogenes, who 
was diametrically opposed to the errors of 
Arius, as is evinced bv the Creed originally 
recited by him at Nicaea.* Hermogenes, 
fell asleep, and then they went over to Euse- 
bins, the coryphasus, as we know on per- 
sonal evidence, of the Arian ring. Leaving 
this, for whatever reasons, they came home 
again, and once more concealed their Arian 
sentiments. After reaching the episcopate, 
to pass by what occurred in the interval, how 
many creeds did they put forth? One at 
Ancyra ; * another at Seleucia ; * another at 
Constantinople, • the famous one ; another at 
Lampsacus, then that of Nike in Thrace ; • 
and now again the creed of Cyzicus.* Of 
this Inst I know nothing, except that I am 
told that they have suppressed the homoou- 
sion, and are supporting the like in essence^ 
while they subscribe with Eunomiusthe blas- 

> Contrast the famous appeal of Antis^one in Soph., Ami, 454 
to the eternal principles of right and wron^; ov yap Ti rvr yc 
»n.\^\K^ aAA' act vort ^q Tairri icou6ftc o73(i' cf orov '4«»^> The 
Christian Faint can make the more personal reference to the 
a*^ev£c« OTOua. * cf. Jude I a. 

*cf. Lrttfr Ixxxi. p. 17a. Hermoj^nes was bishop of 
Cxsarea, in which see he preceded Dianius. He acted as sec* 
retary at Nicxa, when yet a deacon. *' The actual creed was 
written out and read, perhaps in consideration of Hosius* 
igrnorance of Greek, by Hermogenes." (Stanley, Eastern 
Churchy p. 140, ed. 1863.) 

* In 35s, when the oMOcovo'tor was accepted. 

'In ^59, when the Semiarians liupported the Antiochene 
Dedication Creed of 141. 

* In j6o, when the Acacians triumphed, and Eustathius with 
other Semi^rians was deposed. The Creed of Ariminuni, as 
revised at Nike, was accepted. 

'In 5fu, when the Creeds of Ariminum and Constantinople 
were condemned by the Semiarians, and the DedicatJon Creed 
was rr affirmed. 

* The Creed of Nike in Thrace was the Creed of Ariminum 
revised, and it seems out of order to mention it after lampsa- 
cus. 

* In .^75 or 6. This is the formula referred to ia Letter 
ccU. 4, as the latest. Oa the variei/ of Creeds, cf. p. 4S, n. 
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phemies against the Holy Spirit, Although 
all of the creeds which I have enumerated may 
not be opposed to one another, yet they alike 
exhibit the inconsistency of the men's minds, 
from their never standing by the same words. 
I have said nothing as to countless other 
points, but this that I do say is true. Now 
that they have gone over to you, I beg you 
to write back by the same man, I mean our 
fellow presbyter Strategius, whether you 
have remained in the same mind towards me, 
or whether you have been alienated in con- 
sequence of your meeting them. For it was 
not likely that they would be silent, nor that 
you yourself, after writing to me as you have, 
would not use free speaking to them too. If 
you remain in communion with me, it is 
well ; it is what I would most earnestly pray 
for. If they have drawn you over to them, 
it is sad. How should separation from such 
a brother not be sad? If in nothing else, at 
least in bearing losses like this, we have been 
considerably tried at their hands. 

• 

LETTER CCXLV." 

To Theophilus the Bishop} 

It is some time since I received your 
letter, but I waited to be able to reply by 
some fit person ; that so the bearer of my 
answer might supply whatever might be 
wanting in it. Now there has arrived our 
much beloved and very reverend brother 
Strategius, and I have judged it well to 
make use of his services, both as knowing 
my mind and able to convey ' news of me with 
due propriety and reverence. Know, there- 
fore, my beloved and honoured friend, that I 
highly value my affection for you, and am 
not conscious, so far as the disposition of my 
heart goes, of having at any time failed in it, 
although I have had many serious causes 
of reasonable complaint. But I have de- 
cided to weigh the good against the bad, 
as in a balance, and to add my own mind 
where the better inclines. Now changes 
have been made by those who should least 
of all have allowed anything of the kind. 
Pardon me, therefore, for I have not changed 
my mind, if I have shifted my side, or rather 
I should say, I shall still be on the same 
side, but there are others who are continu- 
ally changing it, and are now openly desert- 
ing to the foe. You yourself know what a 
value I put on their communion, so long as 

> Placed in 376. 

* i.e. of Caiiiahala, who had accompanied Enstathius to 
Rome, and tvas closely associated with him. cf, p. 198. 

* ^Mucofuvat. Two'MSS. have Jioxof ^at. 



they were of the sound party. If now I re- 
fuse to follow these, and shun all who think 
with them, I ought fairly to be forgiven. I 
put truth and my own salvation before 
everything. 

LETTER CCXLVI.i 

To the Nicopoiitans. 

I AM filled with distress at seeing evil on 
the high road to success, while you, my rev- 
erend friends, are faint and failing under con- 
tinuous calamity. But when again I bethink 
me of the mighty hand* of God, and reflect 
that He knows how to raise up them that are 
broken down, to love the just, to crush the 
proud and to put down the mighty from their 
seats, then again my heart grows lighter by 
hope, and I know that through your prayers 
the calm that the Lord will show us will come 
soon. Only grow not weary in prayer, but 
in the present emergency strive to give to all 
a plain example by deed of whatever you 
teach by word. 

LETTER CCXLVII." 

To the Nicopolitans. 

When I had read the letter of your holi- 
nesses, how did I not groan and lament that I 
had heard of these further troubles, of blows 
and insults inflicted on yourselves, of destruc- 
tion of homes, devastation 6f the city, ruin 
of your whole country, persecution of the 
Church, banishment of priests, invasion of 
wolves, and scattering of flocks. But I have 
looked to the Lord in heaven, and have 
ceased to groan and weep, because I am 
perfectly well assured, as I hope you know 
too, that help will speedily come and that 
you will not be for ever forsaken. What we 
have suffered, we have suffered for our 
sins. But our loving Lord will show us His 
own aid for the sake of His love and pity 
for the Churches. Nevertheless, I have 
not omitted to beseech men in authority in 
person. I have written to those at court, 
who love us, that the wrath of our ravening 
enemy may be stayed. I think, moreover, 
that from many quarters condemnation may 
fall upon his head, unless indeed these 
troublous times allow our public men no 
leisure for these matters.' 

1 Placed In tf*- * Placed in yfi, 

s It is nire to find in Basil's letters even so slit^nt an allusion 
as this to the general affairs of the empire. At or about the 
date of this letter the Cvoths, hitherto kept in subjection by 
the legions ofValens, were bein); driven south by the Huns 
nnd bccomini^ a danger to the empire. Amm. Marc. xzxi. 4. 
THrbido imtaHiium ttudio^orhh Romoni pemicitt dmctbaimr. 
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LETTER CCXLVIIL* 

To AmphiiochiuSf bishop of Iconium. 

So far as my own wishes are concerned I 
am grieved at living at such a distance from 
your reverence. But, as regards the peace 
of your own life, I thank the Lord Who has 
kept you out of this conflagration which has 
specially ravaged my dioc<rse. For the just 
Judge has sent me, in accordance with my 
works, a messenger of Satan,* who is 
bufl^eting me * severely enough, and is vigor- 
ously defending the heresy. Indeed to such 
a pitch has he carried the war against us, 
that he does not shrink even from shedding 
the blood of those who trust in God. You 
cannot fail to have heard that a man of the 
name of Asclepius,* because he would not 
consent to communion with Doeg,* has died 
under the blows inflicted on him by them, or 
rather, by their blows has been translated 
into life. You may suppose that the rest of 
their doings are of a piece with this ; the 
persecutions of preshytei s and teachers, and 
all that might be expected to be done by 
men abusing the imperial authority at their 
own caprice. But, in answer to your 
prayers, the Lord will give us release from 
these things, and patience to bear the weight 
of our trials worthily of our hope in Him. 
Pray write frequently to me of all that con- 
cerns yourself. If you find any one who can 
be trusted to carry you the book that I have 
finished, be so kind as to send for it, that so, 
when I have been cheered by your approval, 
I may send it on to others also. By the grace 
of the Holy One may you be granted to me 
and to the Church of the Lord in good health, 
rejoicing in the Lord, and praying for me. 

LETTER CCXLIX.* 

Without address. Commendatory. 

I CONGRATULATE this mv brother, in being 
delivered from our troubles here and in ap- 
proaching your reverence. In choosing a 
good life with them that fear the Lord he 
has chosen a good provision for the life to 
come. I commend liim to your excellency 
and by him I beseech you to pray for mv 
wretched life, to the end that I may be de- 
livered from these trials and begin to serve the 
Lord according to the Gospel. 



* Placed in 376. 



« r/". a Cor. xiJ. 7. 



• The word icaraxoi'SvXr^M here used (it occurs in -/Eschines) 
is a synonym, slightly strcnj^rthened, for the KoAa'^i^w of St. 
Paul.' St. Basil seems plainly to have the passage quoted in 
his mind. 

< I have failed to find further mention of this Asclepius. 
An A'^clunius oi Cologne is commemorated on June 30. 

* cf, 1 Sam. xxi. iS. • Placed in 376. 



LETTER CCL.' 

To Patrophiius, bishop of jEgiK. 

There has been some delay in my receiv- 
ing your answer to my former letter ; but it 
has reached me through the well-beloved 
Strategius, and I have given thanks to the 
Lord for your continuance in your love to 
me. What you have now been kind enough 
to writ6 on the same subject proves your 
good intentions, for you tliink as you ought, 
and you coimsel me to my gain. But I see 
that my words will be extending too far, if I 
am to reply to everything written to me by 
your excellency. I therefore say no more 
than this, that, if the blessing of peace goes 
no further than the mere name of peace, it is 
ridiculous to go on picking out here one and 
there another, and allow them alone a share 
in the boon, while others beyond number are 
excluded from it. But if agreement with 
mischievous men, umler the appearance of 
peace, really does the harm an enemy might 
do to all who consent to it, then only con- 
sider who those men are who have been 
admitted to their companionship, who have 
conceived an unrighteous hatred against me; 
who but men of the faction not in commu- 
nion with me. There is no need now for me 
to mention them by name. They have been 
invited by them to Sebasteia ; they have 
assumed the charge of the Church ; they 
have performed service at the altar ; they have 
given of their own bread to all the peo- 
ple, being proclaimed bishops by the clergy 
there, and escorted through all the district 
as saints and in communion. If one must 
adopt the faction of these men, it is absurd 
to begin at the extremities, and not rather to 
hold intercourse with those that are their 
heads.' If then we are to count heretic and 
shun no one at all, why, tell me, do you 
separate yourself from the communion of 
certain persons? But if any are to be 
shunned, let me be told by these people who 
arc so logically consistent in everything, to 
what party those belong whom they have 
invited over from Galatia to join them ? If 
such things seem greivous to you, charge 
the separation on those who are responsible 
for it. If you judge them to be of no im- 
portance, forgive me for declining to be of 
the leaven of the teachers of wrong doctrine.' 
Wherefore, if you will, have no 'more to do 
with those specious arguments, but with all 



» Placed In .^76. 

s i.e, with Euzoins, Endozlns, and the more pronounced 
Arians. 

* rMM JTvpoSiSavKoAovKTwv. cf, I Tim. i. 3. The Ben. note 
compares Greg., Oral, zil. aoj. 
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openness confute them that do not walk 
aright in the truth of the Gospel. 



LETTER CCLL' 

To the people of Evcesce^ 

1. My occupations are very numerous, 
and my mind is full of many anxious cares, 
but I have never forgotten you, my dear 
friends, ever praying my God for your con- 
stancy in the faith, wherein ye stand and 
have your boasting in the hope of the glory 
of God. Truly nowadays it is hard to find, 
and extraordinary to see, a Church pure, 
unharmed by the troubles of the times, and 
preserving the apostolic doctrine in all its 
integrity and completeness. Such is your 
Church shewn at this present time by Him 
who in every generation makes manifest 
them that are worthy of His calling. Way 
the Lord grant to you the blessings of Jerusa- 
lem which is above, in return for your fling- 
ing back at the heads of the liars their slanders 
against me, and your refusal to allow them 
entry into your hearts. I know, and am 
persuaded in the Lord, that '^your reward is 
g^eat in heaven,'*' even on account of this 
very conduct. For you have wisely con- 
cluded among yourselves, as indeed is the 
truth, that the men who are " rewarding me 
evil for good, and hatred for my love," * are 
accusing me now for the very same points 
which they are found to have themselves 
confessed and subscribed. 

2. Their presenting you with their own 
signatures for an accusation against me is not 
the only contradiction into which they have 
fallen. They were unanimously deposed by 
the bishops assembled at Constantinople^^ 
They refused to accept this deposition and 
appealed to a synod of impious men,* refus- 
ing to admit the episcopacy of their judges, 
in order not to accept the sentence passed 
upon them. 

The reason alleged for their non-recogni- 
tion was their being leaders of wicked heresy. 
All this' happened nearly seventeen years 
ago. The principal men of those who 
deposed them were Eudoxius, Euippius, 
George,' Acacius, and others unknown to 
you.* 

The present tyrants of the churches are 

* Placed in 376. 

* Eua»sai. Possibly Ptolemy's S«iova. Ramsny, Hist, 
G*o(f. A.M, jOf. Now Votj^ounes, i ./.'Aytoc 'Imivvrf^, 

*Matt. V. 12. «Ps. cix. 5. 

* i.e. in January 360. See. ii. 41-43 ; Sos. iv. 34. 

* The Synod of Lampsacus in 36< i« prob:iblv referred to, 
but Socrates (v. 14) mentions several PvnodH of the Ilomoiou- 
sians. ' //. ihe deposition. 

*Ofancertainsee. • A MS. variety is ** to 
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their successors, some ordained to fill their 
places, and others actually promoted by them. 

3. Now let those who charge me with 
unsound doctrine tell me in what way the 
men whose deposition they refused to accept 
were heretical. Let them tell me in what 
way those promoted by them, and holding 
the same views as their fathers, are orthodox. 
If Euippius was orthodox, how can Eusta- 
thius, whom he deposed, be other than a lay- 
man } If Euippius was a heretic, how can 
any one ordained by him be in communion 
with Eustathius now? But all this conduct, 
this trying to accuse men and set them up 
again, • is child's play, got up against the 
Churches of God, for their own gain. 

When Eustathius was travelling through 
Paphlagonia, he overthrew the altars * of 
Basilides of Paphlagonia,* and used to per- 
form divine service on his own tables.' Kow 
he is begging Basilides to be admitted to 
communion. He refused to communicate 
with our reverend brother Elpidius, because 
of his alliance with the Amasenes ; * and now 
he comes as a suppliant to the Amasenes, 
petitioning for alliance with them. Even 
ye yourselves know how shocking were his 
public utterances against Euippius: now he 
glorifies the holders of Euippius's opinions 
for their orthodoxy, if only they will co- 
operate in promoting his restitution. And I 
am all the while being calumniated, not be- 
cause I am doing any wrong, but because 
they have imagined that they will thus be 
recommended to the party at Antiocli. The 
character of those whom they sent for last 
year from Galatia, as being likely by their 
means to recover the free exercise of their 
episcopal powers, is only too well known to 
all who have lived even for a short time with 
them. I pray that the Lord may never allow 
me leisure to recount all their proceedings. 
I will only say that they have passed through 
the whole country, with the honour and at- 
tendance of bishops, escorted by their most 
honourable body-guard and sympathizers; 
and have made a grand entry into the city, 
and held an assembly with all authority. 
The people have been given over to them. 
The altar has been given ov;pr to them. 
How they went to Nicopolis, and could do 
nothinj; there of all that they had promised, 
and how they came, and what appearance 
they presented on their return, is known to 
those who were on the spot. They are obvi- 
ously taking every single step for their own 

s i>. Basilides, bishop of Gangra. cf. Letter cczxvi. p. a68. 

• rp«irc^«i»K. 

^ i.e. the Arian bishop of Amasla, who was intnioed into 
the place of Rutalius. On the stiite of the Amasene church at 
hid tioM, c/, timt, vii. a. 
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gain and profit. If they say that they have 
repented, let them shew their repentance in 
writing; let them anathematize the Creed 
of Constantinople; let them separate from 
the heretics ; and let them no longer trick 
the simple-minded. So much for them and 
theirs. 

4. I, however, brethren beloved, small 
and insignificant as I am, but remaining ever 
by God's grace the same, have never changed 
with the chanjjes of the world. Mv creed 
has not varied at Seleucia, at Constantinople, 
at Zcla,* at Lampsacus, and at Rome. My 
present creed is not different from the former ; 
it lias remained ever one and the same. As 
we received from the Lord, so are we bap- 
tized ; as we are baptized, so we make pro- 
fession of our faith ; as we make profession 
of our faith, so do we offer our doxology, 
not separating the Holy Ghost from Father 
and Son, nor preferring Him in honour to 
the Father, or asserting Him to be prior to 
the Son, as blasphemers* tongues invent.' 
Who could be so rash as to reject the Lord's 
commandment, and boldly devise an order of 
his own for the Names? But I do not call 
the Spirit, Who is ranked with Father and 
Son, a creature% I do not dare to call slavish 
that which is royal.' And I beseech you to 
remember the threat uttered by the Lord in 
the words, " All manner of sin and blas- 
phemy shall be forgiven unto men ; but the 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not 
be forgiven unto men, neither in this world, 
neither in the world to come."* Keep your- 
selves from dangerous teaching against the 
Spirit. »* Stand fast in the faith."* Look 
over all the world, and see how small the 
part is which is unsound. All the rest of 
the Church which has received the Gospel, 
from one end of the world to the other, 
abides in this sound and unperverted doc- 
trine. From their communion I pray that I 
may never fall, and I pray that I may have 
part and lot with you in the righteous day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, when He shall come 
to give to every one according to his con- 
duct. 

LETTER CCLIL* 
« 
To the bishops of the Pontic Diocese? 

The honours of martvrs ougfht to be verv 
eagerly coveted by all who rest their hopes on 

> c/. Letter ccxxvi. p, a6S. * Matt. xii. .^i, 3a. 

« cf. De Sp. a. chap. xii. p. iS, » 1 Cor. xvi.' 11. 

» cf. Ps. li. la, LXX. « Placed in 376. 

T In the title the word Ikokktivk^ is used in its oldest eccle- 
siastical sense of a patriarchal jurisdiction commensurate with 
the civil diocese, which contained several provinces, cf. the 
IXth Canon of Chalcedon, which drives an appeal from the 
metropolitan, the hend of the province, to tne exarch of 
the ** diocese.*' ** The title exarch is here applied to the 



the Lord, and more especially by you who seek 
after virtue. By your disposition towards 
the great and good among your fellow ser- 
vants you are shewing your affection to our 
common Lord. Moreover, a s[)ecial reason 
for this is to be found in the tie, as it were, 
of bloods which binds the life of exact disci- 
pline to those who have been made perfect 
through endurance. Since then Eupsychius 
and Damas and their company are most il- 
lustrious among martyrs, and their memory 
is yearly kept in our city and all the neigh- 
bourhood, the Church, calling on you by my 
voice, reminds you to keep up your ancient 
custom of paying a visit. A great and good 
work lies before you among the people, \frho 
desire to be edified by you, and are anxious 
for the reward dependent on the honour paid 
to the martyrs. Receive, therefore, my sup- 
plications, and consent of your kindness to 
give at the cost of small trouble to yourselves 
a great boon to me.* 

LETTER CCLIIL* 

To the presbyters of Antioch} 

The anxious care which you have for 
the Churches of God will to some extent be 
assuaged by our very dear and very rever- 
end brother Sanctissimus the presbyter, 
when he has told you of the love and kind- 
ness felt for us by all the West. But, on the 
other hand, it will be roused afresh and 
made yet keener, when he has told you in 
person what zeal is demanded by the pres- 
ent position of affairs. All other authorities 
have told us, as it were, by halves, the 
minds of men in the West, and the condi- 
tion of things there. He is very competent 
to understand men's minds, and to make 
exact enquiry into the condition of affairs, 
and he will tell you everything and will 
guide your good will through the whole 
business. You have matter before you 

Ertm.ite of a group of provincial churches, as it had been used 
ylbus, bishop of Kdcssa, at his trial in 44S; alludinyr to the 
* Eastern Council * which had refisted the council of Hphesus, 
and condemned Cyril, he said, ' 1 followed my exarch,* mean, 
insr John ot Antioch (Mansi vii. 337; compare Evagrius iv. 11. 
using * patriarchs ' and * exarchs ' synonymously). Reference 
is here made not to all such prelates, but to the bishops of 
Ephesus. Cee$area in Cappadocia^ and Heraclea, if, as 
seems possible, the see of Heraclea still nominally retained its 
old relation to the bishop of Thrace." Bright, Canons of 
the First Four Gen. Conncils^ pp. ic6, 157. 

The Pontic diocese was one of Constuntine's thirteen civil 
divisions. 

» cf. p. iS4in. cf. Proleg. Eupsvchios, a noble bridegroom 
of Csesarea, wa« martyred under Julian for his share in the 
demolition of the temple of Fortune. Soz. v. 11. r/. Greg. 
Naz., Ep. ad Bas. Iviii. September 7 was the day of the feast 
at Cae«area. « Placed in 376. 

» This and the three followinir letters are complimentary 
and consolatory epistles conveyed by Sanctissimus on his 
return to Rome*. It does not appear quite certain whether ther 
are to be referred to the period of his return from his sccniu'i 
journey to the East in 376, or that of his earlier return in 374. 
cf Letters cxz. and ccxzi. 
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appropriate to the excellent will which you 
have always shewn in your anxiety on behalf 
of the Churches of God. 

LETTER CCLIV.' 

To Pelagius* bishop of the Syrian Laodicea, 

May the Lord grant me once again in 
person to behold your true piety and to 
supply in actual intercourse all that is want- 
ing in my letter. I am behindhand in be- 
ginning to write and must needs make many 
excuses. But we have with us the well 
beloved and reverend brother Sanctissimus, 
the presbyter. He will tell you everything, 
both our news and the news of the West. 
You will be cheered by what you hear; but 
when he tells you of the troubles in which 
we are involved he will perhaps add some 
distress and anxiety to that which already 
besets your kindly soul. Yet it is not to no 
purpose that affliction should be felt by you, 
able as you are to move the Lord. Your 
anxiety will turn to our gain, and I know 
that we shall receive succour from God as 
long as we have the aid of your prayers. 
Pray, too, with me for release from my 
. anxieties, and ask for some increase in mv 
bodily strength ; then the Lord will prosper 
me on my way to the fulfilment of my de- 
sires and to a sight of your excellency. 

LETTER CCLV.* 

To Vitus, bishop of Charra,'^ 

Would that it were possible for me to 
write to your reverence every day 1 For ever 
since I have hiid experience of your affec- 
tion I have had great desire to converse 
with you, or, if this be impossible, at least to 
communicate with you by letter, that I may 
tell you my own news and learn in what 
state you are. Yet we have not what we 
wish but what the Lord gives, and this we 
ought to receive with gratitude. I have 
therefore thanked the holy God for giving 
me an opportunity for writing to your rev- 
erence on the arrival of our very well be- 
loved and reverend brother Sanctissimus, the 
presbyter. He has had considerable trouble 
in accomplishing his journey, and will tell 
you with accuracy all that he has learnt in 
the West. For all these things we ought to 



1 Placed in 376. 

« cf. Letter xcii. p. 177. On Pelagriu^ bishop of the Syrian 
Lacxflcea. see Theod., H.E. iv. 13, and v. S. Philostorj;., H,E. 
V. I. Sozotnen, H.£, vi. la, and vii. 9. «, 

» Placed in 376. 

• cf. Letter xcii. p. 177. Vitus of Charrse (Haran) was 
bishop of Constantinople m 3S1. (Labbe, it. 955.) cf. Sozo. 
men» H,E. vi. 33. 



thank the Lord and to beseech Him to give 
us too the same peace and that we may 
freely receive one another. Receive all the 
brethren in Christ in my name. 

LETTER CCLVL' 

To the very well beloved and reverend brethren 
the presbyters AcaciuSy Aetius, Paulas y and 
Silvanus ; the deacons Silvinus and Lucius, 
and the rest of the brethren the monks ^ Basil, 
the bishop* 

News has reached me of the severe perse- 
cution carried on against you, and how di- 
rectly after Easter the men who fast for strife 
and debate ' attacked your homes, and gave 
your labours to the flames, preparing for you 
indeed a house in the heavens, not made 
with hands/ but for themselves laying up in 
store the fire which they had used to your 
hurt. I no sooner heard of this than I 
groaned over what had happened; pitying 
not you, my brethren, (God forbid !) but 
the men who are so sunk in wickedness as to 
carry their evil deeds to such an extent. I 
expected you all to hurry at once to the 
refuge prepared for you in my humble self; 
and I hoped that the Lord would give me 
refreshment in the midst of my continual 
troubles in embracing you, and in receiving 
on this inactive body of mine the noble 
sweat which you are dropping for the truth's 
sake, and so having some share in the prizes 
laid up for you by the Judge of truth. But 
this did not enter into your minds, and you 
did not even expect any relief at my hands. I 
was therefore at least anxious to find frequent 
opportunities of writing to you, to the end 
that like those who cheer on combatants 
in the arena, I might myself by letter 
give you some encouragement in your good 
tight. For two reasons, however, I have 
not found this easy. In the first place, I 
did not know where you were residing. 
And, secondly, but few of our people travel 
in your direction. Now the Lord has 
brought us the very well beloved and rever- 
end brother Sanctissimus, the presbyter. By 
him I am able to salute you, and I beseech 
you to pray for me, rejoicing and exulting 
that your reward is great in heaven,* and 
that you have freedom with the Lord to 
cease not day and night calling on Him to 
put an end to this storm of the Churches ; 



» Placed in 
* Maran ( 



it. Seut. xxxvi. c) remarks that the Acacim 
headinii: this' list is probably the Aaicius who in 375 had in- 
vited Basil in the name ot the Church of Beroea. and was 
afterwards famous alike for his episcopate at Bercea and lu« 
hostility to St. Cb;-ysostnm. c/. Letter ccxx. p. 360. 

» Is. Iviii. 4« * a Cor. v. i. • Matt. v. i». 
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to grant the shepliertls to their flocks, and 
that the Church maj- return to her proper 
dignity. I am pcisuaded thnt if a voice be 
found to move our good God, He will not 
niake His mercy afar off, but will now 
" with the temptation make a way to escape, 
that ye may be able to bear it." ' Salute alt 
the brethren in Christ in my name. 



LETTER CCLVIL' 
7> the monks harassed iy the Arians, 

I. I HAVE thought it only right to an- 
nounce to you by letter how I said to my- 
self, when 1 heard of the trials brought U|X)n 
you by the enemies of God, that iu a time 
reckoned a time of pence you have won 
for yourselves the blessings projnised to all 
who suffer persecution for the sake of the 
name of Christ. In my judgment the war 
that is waged against us by our fellow country- 
men is the hardest to bear, because against 
open and declared enemies it is easy to de- 
fend ourselves, while we are necessarily at 
the mercy of those who ore assoctiited with 
us. and are thus exposed to continual 
danger. This has been your case. Our 
fathers were persecuted, but by idolaters; 
their substance was plundered, their houses 
were overthrown, they themselves were 
driven into exile, by our open enemies, 
for Christ's mime's sake. The persecutors, 
who have lately appeared, liate us no less 
ihan they, but, to the deceiving of many, 
they put forward the name of Christ, that 
the persecuted may be robbed of all comfort 
from its confession, because the majority of 
simpler folk, while admitting that we are 
being w^ronged, are unwilling to reckon our 
death for the truth's sake to be mnityrdom, 
I am therefore persuaded that the reward tn 
store for you from the righteous Judge is 
yet greater than that bestowed on those 
former martyrs. Tbey indeed both had the 
public praise of men, and received the re- 
ward of God ; to you, though your good 
deeds are not less, no honours are given by 
the people. It is only fair that the requital 
ill store for you in the world to come shouhl 
be far greater. 

a. I exhort vou, therefore, not to faint 
in your afflictions, hut to be revived by 
God's love, and to add daily to your zeal, . 
knowing that rn you ought to be preserved 
that remnant of ti-ue religion which the 
Lord will find when He cometh on the 
earth. Even if bishops are driven from 



their Churches, be not dismayed. If traitors 
have arisen fW>m among the very clergy' 
themselves, let not this undermine your 
confidence in God. We are saved not by 
namej, butby mind and purpose, and genuine 
love toward our Creator. Bethink _}'ou how 
in the attack against our Lord, high priests 
and scribes and elders devised the plot, 
and how few of the people were found 
really receiving the word. Remember that 
it is not the multitude who are being saved, 
but the elect of God. Be not then afirighted 
at the great multitude of the people who are 
carried hither and thither by winds like the 
waters of the sea. If but one be saved, like 
Lot at Sodom, he ought to abide in right 
judgment, keeping his hope in Christ urn 
shaken, for the Lord will not forsake His 
holy ones. Salute all the brethren in Christ 
from me. Pray earnestly for my miserable 
soul. 

LETTER CCLVIIL* 

To Epiphanius the bishop.* 

I. It has long been expected that, in ac- 
cordance with the prediction of our Lord, 
because of iniquity abounding, the love of the 
majority would wax cold.* Now experience 
has confirmed this expectation. But though 
tiiis condition of things has already obtained 
among us here, it seems to be contradicted 
by the letter brought from your holiness. 
For verily it is no mere ordinary proof of 
love, first that you slioulil remember an un- 
worthy and insignificant person like myself; 
and secondly, that you should send to visit 
me brethren who are fit and proper ministers 
of a correspondence of peace. For now, 
when every man is viewingevery one else with 
suspicion, no fipect.icle is rarer than that 
which you are presenting. Nowhere is pity 
to be seen; nowhere sympathy; nowhere 
a brotherly tear for a brother in distress. 
Not pcrsL-cutions for the truth's sake, not 
Churches with all their people in tears; 
not this great talc of troublts closing round 
us, are enough to stir us to anxiety for the 
welfare of one another. We jump on them 
thiit are fallen ; we scratch and tear at 
wounded places; we who are supposed to 
agree with one another launch the curses that 
are uttered by the heretics ; men who are in 
agreement on the most important matters are 



iojTS, 



' Pl»«d in iTJ. 

• The Lcurncd and mmtlj Uihnp of Silnnii In Crpnia. 
Ahoul this time he publiihed hil granlwork (gnlnlL here.T, 
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■nd ihe enmplfcaicd itiite of partis at Anttncta at thu lime, 
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wholly severed from one another on some 
one single point. How, then, can I do 
otherwise than admire him who in such 
circumstances shews that his love to his 
neighbour is pure and guileless, and, though 
separated from me by so great a distance 
of sea and land, gives my soul all the care he 
can? 

2. I have been specially struck with ad- 
miration at your having been distressed even 
by the dispute of the monks on the Mount of 
Olives, and at your expressing a wish that 
some means might be found of reconciling 
them to one another. I have further been 
glad to hear that you have nr)t been unaware 
of the unfortunate steps, taken by certain per- 
sons, which have causcddisturbance among the 
brethren, and that you have keenly interested 
yourself even in these matters. But I have 
deemed it hardly worthy of your wisdom 
that you should entrust the rectification of 
matters of such importance to me: for I am 
not guided by the grace of God, because of 
my living in sin ; I have no power of elo- 
quence, because I have cheerfully withdrawn 
from vain studies ; and I am not yet suffi- 
ciently versed in the doctrines of the truth. I 
have therefore already written to my beloved 
brethren at the Mount of Olives, our own 
Palladius,' and Innocent the Italian, in an- 
swer to their letters to me, that it is impossi- 
ble for me to make even the slightest addition 
to the Nicene Creed, except the ascription 
of Glory to the Holy Ghost, because our 
Fathers treated this point cursorily, no ques- 
tion having at that time arisen concerning 
the Spirit. As to the additions it is proposed 
to make to that Creed, concerning the incarna- 
tion of our Lord, I have neither tested nor 
accepted them, as being beyond my compre- 
hension.* I know well that, if once we be- 
gin to interfere with the simplicity of the 
Creed, we shall embark on interminable dis- 
cussion, contradiction ever leading us on 
and on, and shall but disturb the souls ot 
simpler folk by the introduction of new 
phrases.' 

3. As to the Church at Antioch (I mean 
that which is in agreement in the same doc- 
trine) , may the Lord grant that one day we 
may see it united. It is in peril of being 
specially open to the attacks of the enemy. 

* This Palladius may possibly be idrntified with the 
Pnlladius nf Cxsarca of Athana^ius, Ef>. ati Pall. Migne, 
Pat. xxvi. 1167, ami in the Ath. of this scries, p. 5S0. 

■ The Ben. note remarks ♦■ Cum uonnulli formiiltt Nicena 
aliqMtA de Incarnatione addertni ad comprimendos Apolli. 
naristas^ id Basilius nee examinaverat.** etc. I rather under- 
stand the present ftfto(rv^aivoii.9va to refer to the proposals of 
Innocent to Palladius. # 

* Vet Basil will admit an addition which he holds war- 
rmnted, in the case of the {glorification of the Spirit, and would 
doubtless have acquiesced in the necessity of the additions 
finally victorious in 451. 



who is angry with it because there the name 
of Christian first obtained.* There heresy 
is divided against orthodoxy, and orthodoxy 
is divided against herself.' My position, 
however, is this. The right reverend bishop 
\leletius was the first to speak boklly for the 
truth, and fought that good fight in the days 
of Constantine. Therefore my Church has 
felt strong afTection towards him, for the sake 
of that brave and firm stand, and has held 
communion with him. I, therefore, by God's 
grace, liave held him to be in communion up 
to this time ; and, if God will, I shall con- 
tinue to do so. Moreover the very blessed 
Pope Athanasius came from Alexandria, 
and was most anxious that communion 
should be established between Meletius and 
himself; but by the malice of counsellors 
their conjunction was put off* to another sea- 
son. Would that this had not been so ! I 
have never accepted communion with any 
one of those who have since been introduced 
into the see, not because I count them un- 
worthy, but because I see no ground for the 
condemnation of Meletius. Nevertheless I 
have heard many things about the brethren, 
without giving heed to them, because the 
accused were not brought face to face with 
their accusers, according to that which is writ- 
ten, "Doth our law judge any man, before 
it hear him, and know what he doeth?"' 
I cannot therefore at present write to them, 
right honourable brother, and I ought not to 
be forced to do so. It will be becoming to 
your peaceful disposition not to cause union 
in one direction and disunion in another, but 
to restore the severed member to the original 
union. First, then, pray ; next, to the ut- 
most of your ability, exhort, that ambition 
may be driven from their hearts, and that 
reconciliation may be eflected between them 
both to restore strcngtli to the Church, and to 
destroy tlie rage of our foes. It has given great 
comfort to my soul that, in addition to your 
other right and accurate statements in the- 
ology, you should acknowledge the necessity 
of stating that the hypostases are three. Let 
the brethren at Antioch be instructed by 
you after this manner. Indeed I am confi- 
dent that they have been so instructed ; for 
I am sure you would never have accepted 
communion with them unless you had care- 
fully made sure of this point in them. 

4. The Magusaeans,* as you were good 

» cf. note on Theodoret in this series, p. tao. 

' fi* 377 Meletius was in exile, and Paulinas the bishop of 
the** old Cathnlics," or Eu<;tathians (Soc, H.E. iv. a. v. c), 
opposiner Vital i us, who was consecrated to the episcopate by 
Apollinaris. On the confusion resultinjr from these three 
nominally orthodox claimants, v/W^ Jerome's Letter xvi. in this 
serie<5. p. 20. • Tohri vii. ?i. 

« From Magusa in ArablA, c/, Plin., /iat, HUt, vi. 3a. 
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enough to point out to me in your other let- 
ter, are here in considerable numbers, scat- 
tered all over the country, settlers having 
long ago been introduced iAto these parts 
from Babylon. Their manners are peculiar, 
as they do not mix with other men. It is 
quite impossible to converse with them, in- 
asmuch as they have been made the prey of 
the devil to do his will. They have no 
books ; no instructors in doctrine. They 
are brought up in senseless institutions, piety 
being handed down from father to son. In 
addition to the characteristics which are open 
to general observation, they object to the slay- 
ing of animals as defilement, and they cause 
the animals they want for their own use to 
be slaughtered by other people. They are 
wild after illicit marriages ; they consider fire 
divine, and so on.* No one hitherto has told 
me any fables about the descent of the 
Magi from Abraham : they name a certain 
Zarnuas as the founder of their race. I have 
nothing more to write to your excellency 
about them. 

LETTER CCLIX.' 

To the monks Palladius and Innocent. 

From your aflfection for me you ought to 
be able to conjecture my aflection for you. 
I have always desired to be a herald of peace, 
and, when I fail in my object, I am grieved. 
How could it be otherwise? I cannot feel 
angry with any one for this reason, because I 
know that the blessing of peace has long ago 
been withdrawn from us. If the responsibility 
for division lies with others, may the Lord 
grant that those who cause dissension may 
cease to do so. I cannot even ask that your 
visits to me may be frequent. You have 
therefore no reason to excuse yourselves on 
this score. I am well aware that men who 
have embraced the life of labour, and always 
provide with their own hands the necessities 
of life, cannot be long away from home ; but, 
wherever you are, remember me, and pray 
for me that no cause of disturbance may dwell 
in my heart, and that I may be at peace with 
myself and with God. 

LETTER CCLX.» 

To Optimus the bishop,^ 

I. Under any circumstances I should 
have gladly seen the good lads, on account 
of both a steadiness of character beyond 

1 With the statements of Basil mav be compared those of 
Rardesanes in Eusebiu';, Prap. £van, vi. 275, and of Epi. 
phanius in his Kxp. Cathol. JTtJ, 

* Plnrcd iu 377. • Placed in ^77. 

* Bishop of Andoch in Pisidia. Soc. vii. 36; Thcod. v. S. 



their years, and their near relationship to 
your excellency, which might have led me to 
expect something remarkable in them. And, 
when I saw them approaching me with your 
letter, my affection towards them was doubled. 
But now that I have read the letter, now 
that I have seen all the anxious care for the 
Church that there is in it, and the evidence 
it aflbrds of your zeal in reading the divine 
Scriptures, I thank the Lord. And I in- 
vokie blessings on those who brought me 
such a letter, and, even before them, on the 
writer himself. 

2. You have asked for a solution of that 
famous passage which is everywhere inter- 
preted in ditierent senses, *' Whosoever 
slayeth Cain will exact vengeance for seven 
sins." * Your question shews that you have 
yourself c^efully observed the charge of 
Paul to Timothy,* for you are obviously 
attentive to your reading. You have more- 
over roused me, old man that I am, dull alike 
from age and bodily infirmity, and from the 
many afflictions which have been stirred up 
round about me and have weighed down 
my life. Fervent in spirit as you are yourself, 
you are rousing me, now benumbed like a 
beast in his den, to some little wakefulness 
and vital energy. The passage in question 
may be interpreted simply and may also re- 
ceive an elaborate explanation. The simpler, 
and one that may occur to any one ofT hand, 
is this : that Cain ought to sufler sevenfold 
punishment for his sins. 

For it is not the part of a righteous judge 
to define requital on the principle of like for 
like, but the originator of evil must pay his 
debt with addition, if he is to be made better 
by punishment and render other men wiser 
by his example. Therefore, since it is or- 
dained that Cain pay the penalty of his sin 
sevenfold, he who kills him, it is said, will 
discharge the sentence pronounced against 
him by the divine judgment. This is the 
sense that suggests itself to us on our first 
reading the passage. 

3. But readers, gifted with greater curi- 
osity, are naturally inclined to probe into the 
question further. How, they ask, can justice 
be satisfied seven times? And what are 
the vengeances? Are they for seven sins 
committed? Or is the sin committed once, 
and are there seven punishments for the 
one sin? Scripture continually assig^ns 
seven as the number of the remission of sins. 
*' How often," it is asked, " shall my brother 
sin against me and I forgive him?" (It is 
Peter who is speaking to the Lord.) '* Till 



^ Gen. iv. 15, LXX. 
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seven times?" Then comes the Lord's 
answer, " I say not unto thee, until seven 
times, but, until seventy times seven."* Our 
Lord did not vary the number, but multiplied 
the seven, and so fixed the limit of the for- 
gfivene&s. After seven years the Hebrew 
used to be freed from slavery.* Seven weeks 
of years used in old times to make the 
famous jubilee,' in which the land rested, 
debts were . remitted, slaves were set free, 
and, as it were, a new life began over again, 
the old life from age to age being in a sense 
completed at the number seven. These 
things are types of this present life, which 
revolves in seven days and passes by, wherein 
punishments of slighter sins are inflicted, ac- 
cording to the loving care of our good Lord, 
to save us from being delivered to punish- 
ment in the age that has no end. The ex- 
pression seven times is therefore introduced 
because of its connexion with this present 
world, for men who love this world ought 
specially to be punished in the things for 
the sake of which they have chosen to live 
wicked lives. If you understand the vcn- 
gcances to be for the sins committed by Cain, 
you will find those sins to be seven. Or if you 
understand them to mean the sentence passed 
on him by the Judge, you will not go far 
wrong. To take the crimes of Cain : the 
first sin is envy at the preference of Abel ; 
the second is guile^ whereby he said to his 
brother, " Let us go into the field : " * the third 
is murders a further wickedness : the fourth, 
fratricide^ a still greater iniquity : the fifth 
that he committed the first murder^ and set 
a bad example to mankind : the sixth wrongs 
in that he grieved his parents : the seventh, 
his lie to God ; for when he was asked, 
"Where is Abel thy brother?" he replied, 
"I know not."* Seven sins were therefore 
avenged in the destruction of Cain. For 
when the Lord said, '* Cursed is the earth 
which has opened to receive the blood of thy 
brother," and *' groaning and trembling shall 
there be on the earth,*' Cain said, " If thou 
castest me out to-day from the earth, then 
from thy face shall I be hid, and groaning 
anil trembling shall I lie upon the earth, and 
every one that findeth me shall slay me." It 
is in answer to this that the Lord says, 
'* Whosoever slayeth Cain will discharge 
seven vengeances." • Cain supposed that he 
would be an easy prey to every one, because 
of there being no safety for him in the earth 
(for the earth was cursed for his sake), and 
of his being deprived of the succour of God, 



1 Matt x%*iii. ai, aa. 

* Dtfut. V. I a. 

* Lev. XXV. 10. 
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Who was angry with him for the murder, 
and so of there being no help for him 
either from earth or from heaven. There- 
fore he said, " It shall come to pass that 
every one that findeth me shall slay me." 
Scripture proves his error in the words, **Not 
so ; " i.e. thou shall not be slain. For to 
men suffering punishment, death is a gain, 
because it brings relief from their pain. But 
thy life shall be prolonged, that thy punish- 
ment may be made commensurate with thy 
sins. Since then the word eKdiKoifieiw may 
be understood in two senses ; both the sin 
for which vengeance was taken, and the man- 
ger of the punishment, let us now examine 
whether the criminal suffered a sevenfold 
torment. 

4. The seven sins of Cain have been 
enumerated in what has been already said. 
Now I ask if the punishments inflicted on him 
were seven, and I state as follows. The 
Lord enquired ' Where is Abel thy brother? ' 
not because he wished for information, but 
in order to give Cain an opportunity for re- 
pentance, as is proved by the words them- 
selves, for on his denial the Lord immediately 
convicts him saying, *'The voice of thy 
brother's blood crieth unto me." So the en- 
quiry, ** Where is Abel thy brother?" was 
not made with a view to God's information, 
but to give Cain an opportunity of perceiving 
his sin. But for God's having visited him he 
might have pleaded that he was left alone 
and had had no opportunity given him for 
repentance. Now the physician appeared 
that the patient might flee to him for help. 
Cain, however, not only fails to hide his 
sore, but makes another one in adding the 
lie to the murder. '* I know not. Am I my 
brother's keeper?" Now from this point 
begin to reckon the punisiimcnts. " Cursed 
is the ground for thy sake," one punishment. 
''Thoushalt till the ground." This is the 
second punishment. Some secret necessity 
was imposed upon him forcing him to the 
tillage of the earth, so that it should never 
be permitted him to take rest when he might 
wish, but ever to suffer pain with the earth, 
his enemy, which, by polluting it with his 
brother's blood, he had made accursed. 
" Thou shalt till the ground." Terrible pun- 
ishment, to live with those that hate one, to 
have for a companion an enemy, an implaca- 
ble foe. '' Thou shalt till the earth," that 
is, Thou shalt toil at the labours of the 
field, never resting, never released from thy 
work, day or night, bound down by secret 
necessity which is harder than any savage 
master, and continually urged on to labour. 
**And it shall not yield unto thee her 
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strength." Although the ceaseless toil had 
some fruit, the labour itself were no little 
torture to one forced never to relax it. But 
the toil is ceaseless, and the labours at the 
earth are fruitless (ifor " she did not yield her 
strength ") and this fruitlessness of labour is 
the third punishment. *' Groaning and trem- 
bling shalt thou be on the earth." Here two 
more arc added to the three ; continual 
groaning, and tremblings of the body, the 
limbs being deprived of the steadiness that 
comes of strength. Cain had made a bad use 
of the strength of his body, and so its vigour 
was destroyed, and it tottered and shook, and 
it was hard for him to lift meat and drink to 
his mouth, for after his impious conduct, 
his wicked hand was no longer allowed to 
minister to his body's needs. Another pun- 
ishment is that which Cain disclosed when 
he said, *' Thou hast driven vie out from the 
face of the earthy and from thy face shall 1 
be hid,** What is the meaning of this driv- 
ing out from the face of the earth.? It means 
deprivation of the benefits which are derivetl 
from the earth. He was not transferred to 
another place, but he was made a stranger to 
all the good things of earth. ^^ And from 
thy face shall I be hid, ^^ The heaviest pun- 
ishment for men of good heart is alienation 
from God. '' And it shall come to pass that 
every one that findcth me shall slay me.** 
He infers this from what has gone before. If 
I am cast out of the e;arth, and hidden from 
thy face, it remains for me to be slain of 
every one. What says the Lord ? Not so. 
But he put a mark upon him. This is the 
seventh punishment, that the punishment 
should not be hid, but that by a plain sign 
proclamation should be made to all, that this 
is the first doer of unholy deeds. To all who 
reason rightly the heaviest of punishments 
is shame. We have learned this also in the 
case of the judgments, when "some " shall 
rise " to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt." * 

5. Your next question is of a kindred 
character, concerning the words of Lamcch 
to his wives; ^"^ I have slain a man to my 
wounding, and a young man to my hurt: 
if Cain shall be avenged sevenfold^ truly 
Lamech seventy and sevenfold** ' Some 
suppose that Cain was slain by Lamech, and 
that he sur\'ived to this generation that he 
might suffer a longer punishment. But this 
is not the case. Lamech evidently com- 
mitted two murders, from what he says 
himself, *' I have slain a man and a young 
man," the man to his wounding, and the 



^ Dan. xii. a. 



s Gen. iv. 33, %\, 



young man to his hurt. There is a difference 
between wounding and hurt.* And there is 
a difference between a man and a young 
man. *'lf Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, 
truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold." It is 
right that I should undergo four hundred and 
ninety punishments, if God*s judgment on 
Cain was just, that his punishments should 
be seven. Cain had not learned to murder 
from another, and had never seen a murderer 
undergoing punishment. But I, who had 
before my eyes Cain groaning and trembling, 
and the mightiness of the wrath of God, 
was not made wiser by tiie example before 
me. Wherefore I deserve to 8uf)er four 
hundred and ninety punishments. There are, 
however, some who have gone so far as the 
following explanation, which does not jar 
with the doctrine of the Church ; from Cain 
to the flood, they say, seven generations 
passed by, and the punishment was brought 
on the whole earth, because sin was every- 
where spread abroad. But the sin of 
Lamech requires for its cure not a Flood, 
but Him Who Himself takes away the sin 
of the world.' Count the generations from 
Adam to the coming of Christ, and you 
will find, according to the genealogy of Luke, 
that the Lord was born in the seventy- seventh. 

Thus I have investigated this point to the 
best of my ability, though I have passed by 
matters therein that might be investigated, 
for fear of prolonging my observations be- 
yond the limits of my letter. But for your 
intelligence little seeds are enough. '• Give- 
instruction," it is said, '* to a wise man, ancl 
he will be yet wiser."* " If a skilful man 
hear a wise word he will commend it, and 
add unto it." * 

6. About the words of Simeon to Mary, 
there is no obscurity or variety of interpre- 
tation. '^And Simeon blessed them, and 
said unto Mary His mother. Behold, this 
Child is set for the fall and rising again of 
many in Israel ; and for a sign which shall 
be spoken against ; (yea, a sword shall pierce 
throujjh thine own soul also,) that the 
thouglits of many hearts may be revealed." * 
Here I am astonished that, after passing by 
the previous words as requiring no explana- 
tion, you should enquire about the expres- 
sion, '* Yea, a sword shall pierce through 
thy own soul also." To me the question, 
how the same child can be for the fall and 
rising again, and what is the sign that shall 
be spoken against, does not seem less per- 
plexing than the question how a sword shall 
pierce through Mary's heart. 



" 1 LXX. Mw^^i <•'• weal. * Prov. ix. q. * Lnke ii. ^, 35. 
s John i. 39. < Ecclus. xx. iS. 
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7. My view is, that the Lord is for falling when standing by the cross, and beholding 

and rising again, not because some fall and what is being done, and hearing the voices, 

others rise again, but because in us the worst after the witness of Gabriel, after her secret 

falls and the better is set up. The advent * knowledge of the divine conception, after the 

of the Lord is destructive of our bodily aflec- great exhibition of miracles, she shall feel 

tions and it rouses the proper qualities of about her soul a mighty tempest.* The Lord 

the soul. As when Paul says, " When I am was bound to taste of death for every man — 

weak, then I am strong," * the same man is to become a propitiation for the world and 

weak and is strong, but he is weak in the to justify all men by His own blood. Even 

flesh and strong in the spirit. Thus the thou thyself, who hast been taught from on 

Lord does not give to some occasions of high the things concerning the Lord, shalt 

falling and to others occasions of rising, be reached by some doubt. This is the 

Those who fall, fall from the station in which sword. '• That the thoughts of many hearts 

they once were, but it is plain that the faith- may be revealed." He indicates that after 

less man never stands, but is always dragged the offence at the Cross of Christ a certain 

along the ground with the serpent whom he swift healing shall come from the Lord to 

follows. He has then nowhere to fall from, the disciples and to Mary herself, confirming 

because he has already been cast down by their heart in faith in Him. In the same 

his unbelief. Wherefore the first boon is, way we saw Peter, after he had been 

that he who stands in his sin should fall and offended, holding more firmly to his faith in 

die, and then should live in righteousness Christ. What was human in him was 

and rise, both of which graces our faith in proved unsound, that the power of the Lord 

Christ confers on us. Let the worse fall might be shewn, 
that the better may have opportunity to 

rise. If fornication fall not, chastit}'^ does LETTER CCLXL* 
not rise. Unless our unreason be crushed 

our reason will not come to perfection. In ^'^ ^^^ Sozopohtam, 

this sense he is for the fall and rising again j ^^^^ rtc^,y,^A the letter which you, right 

J^^^T • .«.«/// ^u honourable brethren, have sent me concerning 

«•. -f"'„'* ''Sn that shall be spoken ^^^ circumstances in which you are placed! 

agatnst.^j a sign, we properly, under- j ^^^^^ j,,^ Lord that you have let me share 

stand ni Scripture a cross. Moses, it .s said, j„ j,,^. ^,,^5^ f^J ^3 t^ attention 

set the serpent «' upon a pole. That .s ^^ ^^ ^/^jf^, ^„j deserving of serious 

upon a cross. Or else a sip >s indicative of ^^^^ \^^ j ^^^ distressed to htar that over 

somcthmg strange and obscure seen by the ^„,, ^.^^^ ^^^ disturbance brought on the 

^mple but understood by the intelligent, churches bv the Arians, and th? confusion 

There is no cessation of controversy about ^^^^^ ^ j,^^^ i„ ^^^ definition of the faith, 

the Incarnation of the Lord ; some assert- ^^^^^ ^^^ appeared among you yet another 

ing that he assumed a body, and^ others that innovation, throwing the brotherhood into 

his sojourn was bodiless ; some tiiat he had dejection, because, as you have in- 

a passible body, and others that he ful- f^^^^j J,^^ ^^^^.^j,, .^^^^ ^^^ uttering, in 

filled the bodily (Economy by a kind of t,,^ ,^^.,^i, ^f j,,^ ft,iihful, novel and un- 

appearance. Some say that His body was ^^^^^Xxz.x doctrines which they allege to be 

earthly, some that it was heavenly ; some deduced from the teaching of Scripture, 

that He pre-existed before the ages ; some y„u write tliat there are men among vou 

that He took His beginning from Mary I ^^^ .,^^ ^ . ^^ ^^^^ j,,^ saving'in- 

is on this account that He is a sign that shall carnation' of our Lord Jesus Christ, and, 

be spoken agamst. i ! 

9. By a sword is meant the word which »Thc Ben. note stmnj^ly objects to this slur upon the 

*«:a» «*%^ :.. 1^..« ^.,.,. 4-U.r>..^Kf» «..U:««K ^\^'^,^^t> constancy of the faith of tlie Blessed Vi rain, und is sure that 

tries and judges our thoughts, which pierces st. Basils ern.r will not be thus correcUd without his own 

even to the dividing* asunder of soul and concurrence, it supposes this interpremtion of the passage in 

. .. 1 r> . 1 • • 1 1 J • question to be derived from Oriijren, Horn, xxvii. in Lucam^ 

spirit and Ot the joints and marrow, and is and refers to a list of commentators who have followed him in 



a discerner of our thoughts.' Now every '"'V^'h"?' St.rrph.'^'-in »7. Fcs.icr .wi« u ..„/^. 

soul in the hour of the Passion was subjected, nma." The Benedictine headlnsr is ** Cum scripsisseni 

as It were, to a kind of searching. Accord- affin^er* et afictus humanos im ipsam divinhattm conferrt : 

ing to the word of the Lord it is said, " All ^/^i{^J'^**'i/Z'"^''*!^^Z*ff^!)^ *''^f '!:*''!*'/ .*/*''._*^^ 




Ece. ill. ,y), has been supposed to be the ancient name of Sou- 



> inifiavtiit. * Num. xxi. S. * cf. Heb. iv. 13. son, S. ofAttlasoun, where ruins still exist. On its connexion 

s a Cor. xil. 10. ' eij/Mioi', L*XX. * Matt. xxvi. 3. with Apollonia. cf. Hist, Geog, A.M, p. 400. ' oixovofuoy. 
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so far as they can, are overthrowing the 
grace of the great mystery un revealed from 
everlasting, but manifested in His own times, 
when the Lord, when He had gone through * 
all things pertaining to the cure of the human 
race, bestowed on all of us the boon of His 
own sojourn among us. For He helped His 
own creation, first through the patriarchs, 
whose lives were set forth as examples and 
rules to all willing to follow the footsteps of 
the saints, and with zeal like theirs to reach 
the perfection of good works. Next for 
succour He gave the Law, ordaining it by 
angels in the hand of Moses ; * then the 
prophets, foretelling the salvation to come ; 
judges, kings, and righteous men, doing great 
works, with a mighty • hand. After all these 
in the last days He was Himself manifested 
in the flesh, " made of a woman, made under 
the law, to redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of 



tf 4 



sons. 

2. If, then, the sojourn of the Lord in 
flesh has never taken place, the Redeemer * 
paid not the fine to death on our behalf, nor 
through Himself destroyed death's reign. 
For if what was reigned over by death w^is 
not that which was assumed by the Lord, 
death would not have ceased working: his 
own ends, nor would the sufferings of the 
God-bearing flesh have been made our gain ; 
He would not have killed sin in the flesh ; 
we who had died in Adam should not have 
been made alive in Christ; the fallen to 
pieces would not have been framed again ; 
the shattered would not have been set up 
again ; that which by the serpent's trick 
had been estranged from God would never 
have been made once more His own. All 
these boons are undone by those that assert 
that it was with a heavenly body that the 
Lord came among us. And if the God- 
bearing flesh was not ordained to be assumed 
of the lump of Adam, what need was there 
of the Holy Virgin? But who has the 
hardihood now once again to renew by the 
help of sophistical arguments and, of course, 
by scriptural evidence, that old dogma* of 
Valentinus, now long ago silenced? For 
this impious doctrine of the seeming' is no 

> Here the Ben. Ed. call attention to the fnct thnt St. Basil 
raay by this word indicate the appeantnce of the Son to the 
patriarchs before the Birth from the Virgin, and compares a 
similar stitement in his Book Cont. Eunom. II.. as well as the 
words of Clemens Alex, in the work j^MiV Dives Salvandus^ 
n. S, in which the Son is described as airb ytvivttt^ M<xf^ ^^^f 
aiQfitiov rnv df^pMir^nfra Biar(tix<uv, « cf. Gal. iii. 19. 

* Kparaii with the ed. Par. seems to make better sense than 
jcpv^cu'f , which has better authority. * Gal. iv. 4, 5. 

* AvrpMTiTf. cf. Acts vii. 35, where R. V. {^ivcs redeemer ns a 
mart^inal rendering;. Avrpntri^ = payer of the Avrpof. which 
is the means of rele.ise (Auw). The word is used of Moses in 
the Acts in a looser sense than here of the Saviour. 

* On the useof *' dogma "for heretical opinion, cf. De Sp. I 
S. note on $ 66. ^ toKn^iu ' 



novelty. It was started long ago by the 
feeble-minded Valentinus, who, after tearing 
off* a few of the Apostle's statements, con- 
structed for himself this impious fabrication, 
asserting that the Lord assumed the '* form 
of a servant," * and not the servant himself, 
and that He was made in the '' likeness," 
but that actual manhood was not assumed by 
Him. Similar sentiments are expressed by 
these men who can only be pitied for bring- 
ing new troubles uj^on you. 

3. As to the statement that human feel- 
ings are transmitted to the actual Godhead, 
it is one made by men who preser\'e no 
order in their thoughts, and are ignorant 
that there is a distinction between the feelings 
of flesh, of flesh endowed with soul, and of 
soul using a body.' It is the property of 
flesh to undergo division, diminution, dis- 
solution ; of flesh endowed with soul to feel 
weariness, pain, hunger, thirst, and to be 
overcome by sleep ; of soul using body to 
feel grief, heaviness, anxiety, and such like. 
Of these some are natural and necessary to 
every living creature ; others come of evil 
will, and are superinduced because of life's 
lacking proper discipline and training for 
virtue. Hence it is evident that our Lord 
assumed the natural affections to establish 
His real incarnation, and not by way of 
semblance of incarnation, and that all the 
affections derived from evil that besmirch 
the purity of our life. He rejected as un- 
worthy of His unsullied Godhead. It is on 
this account that He is said to have been 
''made in the likeness of flesh of sin;"* 
not, as these men hold, in likeness of flesh, 
but of flesh of sin. It follows that He took 
our flesh with its natural affections, but *' did 
no sin." * Just as the death which is in 
the flesh, transmitted to us through Adam, 
was swallowed up by the Godhead, so was the 
sin taken away by the righteousness which 
is in Christ Jesus,* so that in the resurrection 
we receive back the flesh neither liable to 
death nor subject to sin. 

These, brethren, are the mysteries of the 



1 Phil. ii. 7. 

« On the Uocettsm of Valentinus vide Dr. Salmon in 7).C. 
Bio^. i. 860. "Arcordinjf to V. (Irenseus i. 7) our Lord's 
nature was (ourfold : f 1) tie had a ^ux>i or animal soul ; (a) He 
had a irv«vtiaor spiritual principle derived from Achamoth; 
(3) He had a body, but not a material body, but a heavenly one. 
. . . (4) The pre-exi»tent Saviour descended on Him in the 
form of a dove at His Baptism. When our Lord was brought 
before Pilate, this Saviour as being: incapable pf sufferini^ with, 
drew His power;" (c/. the Gospel of Peter ^ "The Lord cried, 
savins:, * My Power, my Power .Thou hast left me.* ") " and the 
spiritual part which was also impassible was likewise dis- 
missed: the animal soul and ihe wonderfully contrived body 
alone remainint; to suffer, and to exhibit on the cross on earth 
a representation of what had previously taken plwce on the 
heavenly Stauros. It thus appears that Valentinus was only 
partially docetic." But cf. Iren. v. 1, a. and iii. aa. 

*cf. De Sp. .S. I I a. p. 7. ■ 1 Pet. Ii. aa. 

♦ Kom. viiL 3, R.V. marg. • cA Ro»»« v* " ««'/». 



Church; these are the traditions of the 
Fathers. Every man who feara the Lord, 
and is awaiting God's jmlgment, I charge 
not to be carried away by various doctrines. 
If any one teaches a dinerent doctrine, and 
refuses to accede to the sound words of the 
faith, rejecting the oracles of the Spirit, and 
making his own teaching of more authority 
than the lessons of the Gospels, of such nii 
one beware. May the Lord grant that One 
day we may meet, so thut all that my argu- 
ment has let slip I may supply when we 
stand face to face I I have written little 
when there was much to say, for I did not 
like to go beyond my letter's bounds. At 
the same time I do not doubt that to all that 
fear the Lord a brief reminder is enough. 

LETTER CCLXIL' 
Tb the Monk Uriicius.* 

1. You have done well to write to me. You 
have shewn how great is the fruit of charity. 
Continue so to do. Do not think that, when 
you write to me, you need offer excuses. I 
recognise my own position, and I know th.it 
by nature eveiy man is of equal honour with 
all the rest. Whatever excellence there is 
ill me is not of family, nor of superfluous 
wealth, nor of physical condition; it contcs 
only of superiority in the fear of God. 
What, then, hinders you from fearing the 
Lord j-ct more, and so, in this respect, being 
greater than I am.' Write often to me, ami 
acquaint me with the condition of the 
brotherhood with you. Tell me what mem- 
bers of the Church in your parts are sound, 
that I may know to whom I ought to wrilL-, 
and in wliom I may confide. I am told 
that there are some who are entleavouring to 
deprave the right doctrine of the Lord's in- 
carnation by perverse opinions, ami I there- 
fore call upon them through you to hold oil' 
from those nnreasonnble views, which some 
are reported to me to hold, I mean that 
God Himself was turned into flesh; that He 
did not assume, through the Holy Mary, tlic 
nature' of Adam, but, Jn His own proper 
Godhend, was changed into a material na- 
ture.* 

2. This absurd position can be easily 
confuted. The blasphemy is its own con- 
viction, and I therefore think that, for one 
who fears tlie Lord, the mere reminder is 
enough. If He was turned, then He was 
changed. But far be it from me to say oi 
think such a thing, when God has declared, 

' Placed In . 177. •♦vpwiu 

• ^. LtlUrt cixUl. ud Gcclni. • ^wif. 
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"I am the Lord, I change not."' More- 
over, how could the benefit of the incarna- 
tion be conveyed to us, unless our body, 
joined to the Godhead, was made snperior to 
the dominion of death ? If He was changed. 
He no longer constituted a proper body, such 
as subsisted after the combination with it of 
the divine body,' But how, if all the nature 
of the Oiily-begotten was changed, could 
the incomprehensible Godhead be circum- 
scribed within the limit of the mass of a 
little body? 1 am sure that no one who is 
in his senses, and has the fear of God, is 
suffering from this unsoundness. But the 
report has reached me that some of your 
company are afflicled with this mental in- 
firmily, and I have therefore thougiit it neces- 
sary, not to send you a mere formal greeting, 
but to include in my letter something 
which may even build up the souls of them 
that fear the Lord. I therefore urge that 
these errors receive ecclesiastical correction. 



and that you abstain from comm 



with 



the heretics. I know that we are deprived 
of our liberty in Christ by indiflerence on 
these points. 

LETTER CCLXIIL* 

To the Westerns. 

I. May the Lord God, in Whom we 
have put our trust, give to each of you grace 
sufficient to enable you to realize your hope, 
in proportion to the joy wherewith you have 
filled my heart, both by the letter which you 
have sent me by the hands of the well- 
beloved fellow- presbyters, and by the sym- 
■pathy which you have felt for me in my dis- 
tress, like men who have put on bowels of 
i mercy,' as you have been dfscribed to me by 
the presbyters afore-menlioned. Although 
my wounds remain the same, nevertheless it 
does bring alleviation to me that I should 
have leeches at hand, able, should' they find 
an opportunity, to apply rapid remedies to 
my hurts. Wherefore in return I salute you 
by our beloved friends, and exhort you, if 
the Lord puts it into your power to come to 
me, not to hesitate to visit me. For part of 
the greatest commandment is the visitation 
of the sick. But if the good God and wise 



^In all the MSS. (> 



' nmi-rriai til, frcfrium conHitu, 
dnuala i* ifta /rilaU, i*M,l,l. 
I force > poMflilc menfliiiK on Ihe G 
I nxvi^'vn """< nituiatly nfcn 
I thu to the orUiodox tom/mmcfiom. 

I •Plmced 10377. ' 
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Dispenser of our lives reserves this boon for 
another season, at all events write to me 
whatever it is proper for you to write for the 
consolation of the oppressed and the lifting 
up of those that are crushed down. Already 
the Church has suffered manv severe blows, 
and great has been my affliction at them. 
Nowhere is there expectation of succour, 
unless the Lord sends us a remedy by you 
who are his true servants. 

2. The bold and shameless heresy of the 
Arians, after being publicly cut off* from the 
body of the Church, still abides in its own 
error, and dots not do us much harm because 
its impiety is notorious to all. Nevertheless, 
men clad in sheep's clothing, and presenting 
a mild and amiable appearance, but within 
unsparingly ravaging Christ's flocks, find it 
easy to do hurt to the simpler o.ies, because 
they came out from us. It is these who are 
grievous and hard to guard against. It is 
these that we implore your diligence to de- 
nounce publicly to all the Churches of the 
East; to the end that they may either turn 
to the right way and join with us in genuine 
alliance, or, if they abide in their perversity, 
may keep their mischief to themselves alone, 
and be unable to communicate their own 
plague to their neighbours by unguarded com- 
munion. I am constrained to mention them 
by name, in order that you may yourselves 
recognise those who are stirring up disturb- 
ance here, and may make them known to 
our Churches. My own words are sus- 
pected by most men, as though I had an ill 
will towards them on account of some 
private quarrel. You, however, have all 
the more credit with the people, in pro- 
portion to the distance that separates your 
home from theirs, besides the fact that 
you are gifted with God's grace to help 
those who are distressed. If more of you 
concur in uttering the same opinions, it is 
clear that the number of those who have 
expressed them will make it impossible to 
oppose their acceptance. 

3. One of those who have caused me 
great sorrow is Eustathius of Scbasteia in 
Lesser Armenia; formerly a disciple of 
Arius, and a follower of him at the time 
when he flourished in Alexandria, and con- 
cocted his infamous blasphemies against the 
Only-begotten, he was numbered among 
his most faithful disciples. On his return to 
his own country he submitted a confession of 
the sound faith to Hermogcnes, the very 
blessed Bishop of Ca3sarea, who was on the 
point of condemning him for false doctrine. 
Under these circumstances he was ordained 
by Hermogenes, and, on the death of that 



bishop, hastened to Eusebius of Constanti- 
nople, who himself yielded to none in the 
energy of his support of the impious doc- 
trine of Arius. From Constantinople he 
was expelled for some reason or another, 
returned to his own country and a second 
time made his defence, attempting to conceal 
his impious sentiments and cloking them 
under a certain verbal orthodoxy. He no 
sooner obtained the rank of bishop than he 
straightway appeared writing an anathema 
on the Homoousion in the Arians' synod at 
Ancyra.* From thence he went to Seleucia 
and took part in the notorious measures of 
his fellow heretics. At Constantinople he 
assented a second time to the propositions of 
the heretics. On being ejected fiom his 
episcopate, on the ground of his former 
deposition at Melitine,* he hit upon a journey 
to you as a means of restitution for himself. 
What pro pK>sit ions were made to him by the 
blessed bishop Liberius, and to what he 
agreed, I am ignorant. I only know that 
he brought a letter restoring him, which he 
shewed to the synod at Tyana, and was 
restored to his see. He is now defaming 
the very creed for which he was received ; 
he is consorting with those who are anathe- 
matizing the Homoousion, and is prime 
leader of the heresy of the pneumatomachi. 
As it is from the west that he derives his 
power to injure the Churches, and uses the 
authority given him by you to the overthrow 
of the many, it is necessary that his correc- 
tion should come from the same quarter, and 
that a letter be sent to the Churches stating 
on what terms he was received, and in what 
manner he lias changed his conduct and 
nullifies the favour given him by the Fathers 
at that time. 

4. Next comes Apollinarius, who is 
no less a cause of sorrow to the Churches. 
With his facility of writing, and a tongue 
ready to argue on any subject, he has filled 
the world with his works, in disregard of 
the advice of him who said, " Beware of mak- 
ing many books." * In their multitude there 
are certainly many errors. How is it possi- 
ble to avoid sin in a multitude of words?* 
And the theological works of Apollinarius 
are founded on Scriptural proo^ but arc 
based on a human origin. He has written 
about the resurrection, from a mythical, or 
rather Jewish, point of view ; urging that we 
shall return again to the worship of the 
Law, be circumcised, keep the Sabbath, 
abstain from meats, offer sacrifices to God, 

» In .15S, when the hnmoiousinn was accepted, and twelve 
anathemas formulated airain<«t all wh j rejected it. 

•Before 359. Mansi iii. 201. *</. Prov. x. 10. 

•Eccxii. i3,LXK. r/. £p. ccxliv. p. jS6. 
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worship in the Temple at Jerusalem, and be 
altogether turned from Christians into Jews. 
What could be more ridiculous? Or, rather, 
what could be more contraiy to the doctrines 
of the Gospel? Then, further, he has made 
such confusion among the brethren about 
the incarnation, that tew of his readers pre- 
serve the old mark of true religion ; but the 
more part, in their eagerness for novelty, 
have been diverted into investigations and 
quarrelsome discussions of his unprofitable 
treatises. 

5. As to whether there is anything objec- 
tionable about the conversation of Paulinus, 
you can say yourselves. What distresses me 
is that he should shew an inclination for the 
doctrine of Marcellus, and unreservedly 
admit his followers to communion. You 
know, most honourable brethren, that the 
reversal of all our hope is involved in the 
doctrine of Marcellus, for it does not confess 
the Son in His proper hypostasis, but repre- 
sents Him as having been sent forth, and as 
having again returned to Him from Whom 
He came; neither does it admit that the 
Paraclete has His own subsistence. It 
follows that no one could be wrong in de- 
claring this heresy to be all at variance with 
Christianity, and in styling it a corrupt 
Judaism. Of these things 1 implore you to 
take due heed. This will be the case if you 
will consent to write to all the Churches of 
the Eaj-t that those who have perverted 
these doctrines are in communion with you, 
if they amend ; but that if they contentiously 
determine to abide by their innovations, you 
are separated from them. I am myself well 
aware, that it had been fitting for me to treat 
of these matters, sitting in synod with you in 
common deliberation. But this the time 
does not allow. Delay is dangerous, for the 
mischief they have caused has taken root. 
I have therefore been constrained to dis- 
patch these brethren, that you may learn 
from them all that has been omitted in my 
letter, and that they may rouse you to afford 
the succour which we pray for to the Churches 
of the East. 

LETTER CCLXIV.' 
To BarseSy bishop of Edessa^ in exile? 

To Barses the bishop, truly God-beloved 
and worthy of all reverence and honour, 
Basil sends greeting in the Lord. As my 

« Placed In m. . 

* See Soz., H.E, vi. 34. who says that Barses, with Eulo. 

Sias. was not consecrated to iiny definite see. (/. al»o Theo. 
nret, H.B» iv. 16, where it is stated that his bed was preserved 
at Arados. 



dear brother Domninus * is setting out to 
you, I gladly seize the opportunity of writ- 
ing, and I greet you by him, praying the 
holy God that we may be so long preserved 
in this life as to be permitted to see you, 
and to enjoy the good gifts which you 
possess. Only pray, I beseech you, that the 
Lord may not deliver us for aye to the 
enemies of the Cross of Christ, biit that He 
will keep His Churches, until the time of 
that peace which the just Judge Himself 
knows when He will bestow. For He will 
bestow it. He will not always abandon us. 
As He limited seventy years * for the period 
of captivity for the Israelites in punishment 
for their sins, so peradventiire the Mighty 
One, after giving us up for some appointed 
time, will recall us once again, and will 
restore us to the peace of the beginning — 
unless indeed the apostasy is now nigh at 
hand, and the events that have lately hap- 
pened are the beginnings of the approach of 
Antichrist. If this be so, pray that the good 
Lord will either take away our afHictions, or 
preserve us through our afflictions unvan- 
quished. Through you I greet all those 
who have been thought worthy to be associ- 
ated with you. All who are with me salute 
your reverence. May you, by the grace of 
the Holy One, be preserved to the Church 
of God in good health, trusting in the Lord, 
and praying for me. 

LETTER CCLXV.» 

To EulogiuSy Alexander^ and Harpocration^ 
bishops of Egypt y in exile, 

I. In all things we find that the provi- 
dence exercised by our good God over His 
Churches is mighty, and that thus the very 
things which seem to be gloomy, and do not 
turn out as we should like, are ordained for 
the advantage of most, in the hidden wisdom 
of God, and in the unsearchable judgments 
of His righteousness. Now the Lord has 
removed you from the regions of Egypt, and 
has brought you and established you in the 
midst of Palestine, after the manner of Israel 
of old, whom He carried away by captivity 
into the land of the Assyrians, and there ex- 
tinguished idolatry through the sojourn of 
His saints. Now too we find the same 
thing, when we observe that the Lord is 
making known your struggle for the sake of 
true religion, opening to you through your 
exile the arena of your blessed contests, and 



1 Domninus was a not uncommon name, and there are 
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to all who see before them your noble con- 
stancy, giving the boon of your good ex- 
ample to lead them to salvation. By God's 
grace, I have heard of the correctness of 
your faith, and of your zeal for the brethren, 
and that it is in no careless or perfunctory 
spirit that you provide what is profitable and 
necessary for salvation, and that you support 
all that conduces to the edification of the 
Churches. I have therefore thought it right 
that I should be brought into communion 
with your goodness, and be united to your 
reverences by letter. For these reasons I 
have sent my very dear brother the deacon 
Elpidius, who not only conveys my letter, 
but is moreover fully qualified to announce 
to you whatever may have been omitted in 
my letter. 

2. I have been specially moved to desire 
union w^ith you by the report of the zeal of 
your reverences in the cause of orthodoxy. 
The constancy of your hearts has been stirred 
neither by multiplicity of books nor by 
variety of ingenious arguments. You have, 
on the contrary, recognised those who en- 
deavoured to introduce innovations in oppo- 
sition to the apostolic doctrines, and you 
have refused to keep silence concerning the 
mischief which they are causing. I have 
in truth found great distress among all who 
cleave to the peace of the Lord at the divers 
innovations of Apollinarius of Laodicea. 
He has all the more distressed me from 
the fact that he seemed at the beginning on 
. our side. A suflierer can in a certain sense 
endure what comes to him from an open 
enemy, even though it be exceedingly pain- 
ful, as it is written, "For it was not an 
enemy that reproached me ; then I could 
have borne it." * But it is intolerable, and 
beyond the power of comfort, to be wronged 
by a close and sympathetic friend. Now that 
very man whom I have expected to have at 
my right hand in defence of the tnith, I have 
found in many ways hindering those who 
are being saved, by seducing their minds and 
drawing them away from direct doctrinc.|> 
What rash and hasty deed has he not done.? 
What ill considered and dangerous argu- 
ment has he not risked.? Is not all the 
Church divided against herself, specially 
since the day when men have been sent by 
him to the Churches governed by orthodox 
bishops, to rend them asunder and to set 
up some peculiar and illegal service? Is 
not ridicule brouglit upon the great mystery 
of true religion when bishops go about with- 
out people and clergy, having nothing but 



* Ps. Iv. I a. 



the mere name and title, and effecting 
nothing for the advancement of the Gospel 
of peace and salvation? Are not his dis- 
courses about God full of impious doctrines, 
the old impiety of the insane Sabellius being 
now renewed by him in his writings ? For 
if the works which are current among the 
Sebastenes are not the forgery of foes, and are 
really his composition, he has reached a 
height of impiety which cannot be surpassed, 
in saying that Father, Son, and Spirit are 
the same, and other dark pieces of irrever- 
ence which I have declined even to hear, 
praying that I may have nothing to do with 
those who have uttered them. Does he not 
confuse the doctrine of the incarnation? 
Has not the ccconomy of salvation been made 
doubtful to the many on account of his dark 
and cloudy speculations about it ? To collect 
them all, and refute them, requires long time 
and much discussion. But where have the 
promises of the Gospel been blunted and de- 
stroyed as by his figments? So meanly and 
poorly has he dared to explain the blessed 
hope laid up for all who live according to 
the Gospel of Christ, as to reduce it to mere 
old wives' fables and doctrines of Jews. He 
proclaims the renewal of the Temple, the 
observance of the worship of the Law, a 
typical high priest over again after the real 
High Priest, and a sacrifice for sins after the 
Lamb of God Who taketh away the sin 
of the world.* He preaches partial baptisms 
after the one baptism, and the ashes of a 
heifer sprinkling the Church which, through 
its faith in Christ, has not spot or wrinkle, 
or any such thing;* cleansing of leprosy 
after the painless state of the resurrec- 
tion ; an offering of jealousy * when they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage ; 
shew-bread after the Bread from heaven; 
burning lamps after the true Light. In a 
word, if the law of the Commandments has 
been done away with by dogmas, it is plain 
that under these circumstances the aogmas 
of Christ will be nullified by the injunc- 
tions of the law.* At these things shame 
and disgrace have covered my face,* and 
heavy grief hath filled my heart. Where- 
fore, I beseech you, as skilful physicians, 
and instructed how to discipline antagonists 
with gentleness, to try and bring him back 
to the right order of the Church, and to per- 
suade him to despise the wordiness of his 
own works ; for he has proved the truth of 
the proverb " in the multitude of words 
there wanteth not sin."* Put boldly before 

* John i. 29. « Eph. v. ay. » cf. Num. v. 15. 
^This passive shews in what sense St. Basil undcrsuadt 

hinnkara. in Eph. ii. 15, and Col. ii. 14. cf. note on p. 41. 

• cf. Pi, Ixiv. 7. • Prov. X. 19. 
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him the doctrines of orthodoxy, in order that 
his amendment may be published abroad, 
and his repentance made known to his breth- 
ren. 

3. It is also desirable that I should re- 
mind your reverence about the followers of 
Marcellus, in order that you may decide 
nothing in their case rashly or inconsider- 
ately. On account of his impious doctrines 
he has gone out from the Church.' It is 
therefore necessary that his followers should 
only be received into communion on condi- 
tion that they anathematize that heresy, in 
order that those who are united to me 
through you may be accepted by all the 
brethren. And now most men are moved 
to no small grief on hearing that you have 
both received them and admitted them to 
ecclesiastical communion on their coming 
to your excellency. Nevertheless you ought 
to have known that by God's grace you do 
not stand alone in the East, but have many 
in communion with you, who vindicate the 
orthodoxy of the Fathers, and who put 
forth the pious doctrine of the Faith at 
Nicsea. The Westerns also all agree with 
you and with me, whose exposition of the 
raith I have received and keep with me, 
assenting to their sound doctrine. You 
ought, then, to have satisfied all who are in 
agreement with you, that the action which 
is being taken may be ratified by the general 
consent, and that peace may not be broken 
by the acceptance of some while others are 
kept apart. Thus you ought to have at the 
same time seriously and gently taken coun- 
sel about matters which are of importance 
to all the Churches throughout the world. 
Praise is not due to him who hastily deter- 
mines any point, but rather to him who 

1 Here the Ben. note is Mirum id videtnr ac prima tj^ecie 
vi» eredihiie, Marcellum oh impios errorts ex ercUsia extisse, 
Nmm S, AikauasiuM susfectum ilium quidem^^ $ed tameu tur- 
i[«tum kahtit. teste Epifkaniot Hares. Ixxii. p. %yj. Nine 
tiling discipuli communicatorias beatissimi fapee Athanasii 
littertu ostenderutit confessoribus jEgyptiiSt tbtd. p. 841. Tes- 
tatur idem Epiphanius varia esse C atkolicorum de Marcello 
/udieia, aliis emm accusaHtthus, a His defendentibus^ p. Sj^. 
Pouiinus ejuft disci pulos sine discrimine recipiebat^ Mt tn 
tuperiore epistola vidimus, ipse Basil ius in epist- 69 ijueri- 
tnrfuod enm Ecclesia Romana in communionem ab inttto sus. 
eepuset, ^uomodo er^o exiise dicitur ex Ecclesia qui tot kabuit 
eommnnicatores f Sed iamen S, Basilii testimonium cum sua 
$pamte ma^ni est momenti (nan enim nt in diiudicandis Mar. 
eelli scriptiSf ita in ejusmodi facto proclive fnit errare) , turn 
etiam koc argnmento confirmatur quod Atkanasiut extremis 
vitm sum unnis Marcellum a eomm unions sua remover it. 
Neqne enim^ si semper cum eo communicasset Atkanasius, 
0fma kabnissent illius discipuli eon/essione fidei ad impetraU' 
dam cam/essomm jEgypttorum communionem: nee Petrus 
Aikanasti successor cdnones violatos^ %omcessa illis eommn- 
nione^ qnereretur ^ut videmus in epistola mequenti^siMgyptum 
inter ae Marcellum ejusque cleruw etplrbem non fuissei mpta 
eommunio, Videtur ergo Marcellus sub Jinem vites aliquid 
percasse, quod Atkanasium ab ejus commnnione disceden 
cogeret : et eumjamdudum a tota fere oriente damnatus esset^ 
amissa Atkanasii commnnione. quet unicnm fere illius refU' 
gium erat^ desertus ab omnibus videri dcbuit, nee ei nova 
^nom$nta notato prodess* poterat concessa olim a Romana 
Ecclesia eommunio. 



rules every detail firmly and unalterably, so 
that when his judgment is enquired into, 
even at a later time, it may be the more es- 
teemed. This is the man who is accepta- 
ble both to God and man as one who guides 
his words with discretion.' Thus I have 
addressed your reverence in such terms as 
are possible in a letter. May the Lord grant 
that one day we may meet, that so, after 
arranging everything together with you for 
the government of the Churches, I may 
with you receive the reward prepared by 
the righteous Judge for faithful and wise 
stewards. In the mean time be so good as 
to let me know with what intention you 
have received the followers of Marcellus, 
knowing this, that even if you secure every- 
thing, so far as you yourselves are con- 
cerned, you ought not to deal with a matter 
of such importance on your own sole respon- 
sibility. It is further necessary that the 
Westerns, and those who are in communion 
with them in the East, should concur in the 
restoration of these men. 

LETTER CCLXVI.' 

To Petrus^ bishop of Alexandria} 

I. You have very properly rebuked me,, 
and in a manner becoming a spiritual, 
brother who has been taught genuine love 
by the Lord, because I am not giving you. 
exact and detailed information of all that is* 
going on here, for it is both your part to. bet- 
interested in what concerns me, and mine ta> 
tell you all that concerns myself. But: £. 
must tell you, right honourable and well** 
beloved brother, that our continuous^ afBio* 
tions, and this mighty agitation which isNnow 
shaking the Churches, result in my taking»^all 
that is happening as a matter of course.. Just 
as in smithies where men whose. eair& are 
deafened get accustomed to the sound*, so b* 
the frequency of the strange tidings tb 
reach me I have now grown accustomed 
be undisturbed and undismayedi at extr 
dinary events. So the policy whicf 
been for a long time pursued by tlie / 
to the detriment of the Church, a^ 
their achievements have been mr 
great and noised abroad throuf 
world, has nevertheless been er 
me, because of their being» the w 
foes and enemies of the word 
is when these men do somef 
that I am astonished, SKut whf 
something great and auf' 
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true religion. But I am grieved and 
troubled at what is being done by men 
who feel and think with me. Yet their 
doings are so frequent and so constantly re- 
ported to me, that even they do not appear 
surprising. So it comes about that I was 
not agitated at the recent disorderly pro- 
ceedings, partly because I knew perfectly 
well that common report would carry them 
to you without my help, and partly because 
I preferred to wait for somebody else to 
give you disagreeable news. And yet, 
further, I did not think it reasonable that I 
should show indignation at such proceed- 
ings, as though I were annoyed at suffer- 
ing a slight. To the actual agents in the 
matter I have written in becoming terms, 
exhorting them, because of the dissension 
arising among some of the brethren there, 
not to fall away from charity, but to wait 
for the matter to be set right by those who 
have authority to repiedy disord^s in due 
ecclesiastical form. That you should have 
so acted, stirred by honourable and becom- 
ing motives, calls for my commendation, 
and moves my gratitude to the Lord that 
there remains preserved in you a relic of 
the ancient discipline, and that the Church 
has not lost her own might in my persecu- 
tion. The canons have not suffered perse- 
cution as well as L Though importuned 
again by the Galatians, I was never able to 
give them an answer, because I waited for 
your decision.. Now, if the Lord so will, 
and they will consent to listen to me, I hope 
that I shall be able to bring the people to 
the Church. It cannot then be cast in my 
teeth that I have gone over to the Marcel- 
lians, and they on the contrary will become 
limbs of the body of the Church of Christ. 
Thus the disgrace caused by heresy will be 
made to disappear by the method I adopt, 
and I shall escape the opprobrium of hav- 
ing gone over to them. 

2. I have also been grieved by our 
brother Dorotheus, because, as he has him- 
self written, he has not gently and mildly 
reported everything to your excellency. I 
set this down to the difficulty of the times. 
I seem to be deprived by my sins of all 
success in my undertaking's, if indeed the 
best of my brethren are proved ill-disposed 
and incompetent, by their failure to perform 
their duties in accordance with my wishes. 
On his return Dorotheus reported to me the 
conversation which he had had with your 
excellency in the presence of the very vener- 
able bishop Damasus, and he caused me 
distress by saying that our God-beloved 
brethren and fellow-ministers, Meletius and 



Eusebius, had been reckoned among the 
Ariomaniacs.' If their orthodoxy were 
established by nothing else, the attacks made 
upon them by the Arians are, to the minds 
of all right thinking people, no small proof 
of their rectitude. Even your participation 
with them in sufferings endured for Qirist's 
sake ought to unite your reverence to them 
in love. Be assured of this, right honour- 
able sir, that there is no word of orthodoxy 
which has not been proclaimed by tliese 
men with all boldness. God is my witness* 
I have heard them myself. I should not 
certainly have now admitted them to com- 
munion, if I had caught them tripping in 
the faith. But, if it seem good to you, let 
us leave the past alone. Let us make a 
peaceful start for the future. For we have 
need one of another in the fellowship of the 
members, and specially now, when the 
Churches of the East are looking to us, and 
will take your agreement as a pledge of 
strength and consolidation. If, on the other 
hand, they perceive that you are in a state 
of mutual suspicion, they will drop their 
hands, and slacken in their resistance to the 
enemies of the faith.' 

LETTER CCLXVII." 
To Barses, bishop of Edessa, in exile. 

For the sake of the affection which I 
entertain for you, I long to be with you, to 
embrace you, my dear friend, in person, and 
to glorify the Lord Who is magniffed in 
you, and has made your honourable old age 
renowned among all them that fear Him 
throughout the world. But severe sickness 
afflicts me, and to a greater degree than I 
can express in words, I am weighed down 
by the care of the Churches. I am not my 
own master, to go whither I will, and to 
visit whom I will. Therefore I am trying 
to satisfy the longing I have for tlie good 
gifts in you by writing to you, and I be- 
seech your reverence to pray for me and for 
the Church, that the Lord may grant to me 
to pass the remaining days or hours of my 
sojourn here without offence. May He permit 
me to see the peace of His Churches. Of 
your fellow-ministers and fellow-athletes may 
I hear all that I pray for, and of yourself that 
you are granted such a lot as the people under 

> The Ben. note points out that the accusation against Euse- 
bius Cof Samoitata) and M«letlus was monstrous, and remarks 
on the delicacy with which Basil approadies it, without 
directly charfn'nff Petrus, from whom it must have come, with 
the slander involved. 

s One MS. contains A note Co the eflTect that this letter was 
never sent. Marnn ( VH. Bas, xzxvii.^ thinks the internal 
evidence is in favour of its having been delivered. 

* Placed in 377, or in the beginning of 378. 



you seek for by d;iy and by night from tlie 
Lord of righteousness. I have not writttit 
often, not even bo often as I ought, but I 
have written to your reverence. Fossibly 
the brethren to whom I committed my 
greetings were not able to preserve them. 
But now that I have found some of iny 
brethren travelling to your excellency, I 
have readily entiiisted my letter to them, 
and I have sent some messages which I beg 
you to receive from my humility wtthoiil 
disdain, and to bless me alter the manner of 
the patriarch Isaac' I have been much oc- 
cupied, and have had my mind drowned in 
a multiplicity of cares. So it may well be 
that I have omitted something which I ouglil 
to have saiii. If so, do not reckon it against 
me; and do not be grieved. Act in all 
things up to your own high character, that 
I, like every one else, may enjoy the fruit of 
your virtue. May you be granted to me and 
to the Church, in good health, rejoicing in 
the Lord, praying for me. 

LETTER CCLXVIII.' 

7<> Eusebius, in exile. 

EVEM in onr time the Lord has taught hs, 
by protecting with His great and powerful 
hand the life of your holiness, that He doL-s 
not abandon His holy ones. I reckon your 
case to be almost like that of the saint re- 
maining unhurt in the belly of the monster 
of the deep, or that of the men who fearod 
the Lord, living unscathed in the fierce fire. 
For though the war is round about you on 
every side, He, as I hear, has kept you un- 
harmed. May the mighty God keep you, if 
I live longer, to fulfil my earnest prayer that 
I may see you 1 If not for me, may He keep 
you for the rest, who wait for your return as 
they might for their own salvation. I am 
persuaded that the Lord in His loving-kind- 
ness will give heed to the tears of the 
Churches, and to. the sighs which all art- 
heaving over you, and will preserve you in 
life until He grant the prayer of all who 
night and day are praying to Him. Of all 
the measures taken against you, up to the 
arrival of our beloved brother Libanius the 
deacon,* I have been sutKciently informed 
by him while on his way. I am anxious to 
learn what happened afterwards. I hear 
that in the meanwhile still greater troubles 
have occurred where you are ; about all this, 
sooner if possible, but, if not, at least by our 

1 Grn. mvil. l^. • Placed in jtS. 
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reverend brother Paul the presbyter, on hia 
return, may I learn, as I pray that I may, 
that your life is preserved safe and sound. 
But on account of the report that all the 
roads are infested with thieves and deserters,' 
I have been afraid to entrust anything to Ihe 
brother's keeping, for fear of causing his 
death. If the Lord grant a little quiet, (as I 
am told of the coming of the army), I will 
try to send you one of my own men, to visit 
you, to bring me back news of everything 
about you. 

LETTER CCLXIX." 

To the wife 0/ Arinlhmis, the General. 
Consolatory. 

I. It had been only proper, and dne to 
your afTection, that I should have been on 
the spot, and have taken part in the present 
occurrences. Thus I might have at once 
assuaged my own sorrow, and given some 
consolation to your excellency. But my 
body will no longer endure long journeys, 
and so I am driven to approach you by 
letter, that I seem not to count what has 
happened as altogether of no interest to mc. 
Who has not mourned for that man? Who 
is so stony of heart as not to have shed a 
warm tear over him .' I especially have been 
filled with mourning at the thought of all the 
marks of respect which I have received from 
him, and of the general protection which 
he has extended to the Churches of God. 
Nevertheless, I have bethought me that he 
was human, and had done the work he had 
lo do in this life, and now in the appointed 
time has been taken back again by God Who 
ordains our lots. All this, I beseech you, in 
your wisdom, to take to heart, and to meet 
the event with meekness, and, so far as is 
possible, lo endure your loss with moderation. 
Time may be able to soothe your heart, and 
allow the approach of reason. At the same 
time your great love for your husband, and 
your goodness to ali. 4ead me to fear that, 
from the very simplicity of your character, 
the wound of your grief may pierce you 
deeply, and that you may give yourself i:p 
entirely to your feelings. The teaching of 
Scripture is always useful, and specially at 
times like this. Remember, then, the sen- 
tence passed by our Creator. By it all we 
who are dust shall return to dust.' No one 
is so great as to be superior to dissolution. 

z. Your admirable husband was a good 
and great man, and his bodily strength 
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rivalled the virtues of his souL He was un- 
surpassed, I must own, in both respects. But 
he was human, and he is dead ; like Adam, 
like Abel, like Noah, like Abraham, like 
Moses, or any one else of like nature that 
you can name. Let us not then complain 
because he has been taken from us. Let us 
rather thank Him, who joined us to him, 
that we dwelt with him from the beginning. 
To lose a husband is a lot which you share 
with other women ; but to have been united 
to such a husband is a boast which I do not 
think any other woman can make. In truth 
our Creator fashioned that man for us as a 
model of what human nature ought to be. 
All eyes were attracted towards him, and 
every tongue told of his deeds. Painters 
and sculptors fell short of his excellence, and 
historians, when they tell the story of his 
achievements in war, seem to fall into the 
region of the mythical and the incredible. 
Thus it has come about that most men have 
not even been able to give credit to the re- 
port conveying the sad tidings, or to accept 
the truth of the news that Arinthaeus is dead. 
Nevertheless Arinthaeus has suffered what 
will happen to heaven and to sun and to 
earth. He has died a bright death; not 
bowed down by old age ; without losing one 
whit of his honour ; great in this life ; great 
in the life to come ; deprived of nothing of 
his present splendour in view of the glory 
hoped for, because he washed away all the 
stain of his soul, in the very moment of 
his departure hence, in the laver of regenera- 
tion. That you should have arranged and 
joined in this rite is cause of supreme conso- 
lation. Turn now your thoughts from the 
present to the future, that you may be worthy 
through good works to obtain a place of rest 
like his. Spare an aged mother; spare a 
tender daughter, to whom you are now the 
sole comfort. Be an example of fortitude to 
other women, and so regulate your grief that 
ou may neither eject it from your heart, nor 
e overwhelmed hf your distress. Ever 
keep your eyes fixed on the great reward of 
patience, promised, as the requital of the 
deeds of this life, by our Lord Jesus Christ.' 

LETTER CCLXX.' 

Without Address. Concerning Raptus? 

I AM distressed to find that you are by no 
means indignant at the sins forbidden, and 

> cf, £p. clxxix and Theod., H, E. iv. 30. 

« Placed after 374. 

* On this subject see before Letters cxclx. and ccxvii. pp. 33S 
and 356. See Preb. Meyrick in D.C.A. ii. iios: ** It means 
not exactly the same as our word nivishment, but the violent 
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that you seem incapable of understanding, 
how this mftus^ which has been committed, 
is an act of unlawfulness and tyranny 
against society and human nature, and an 
outrage on free men. I am sure that if you 
had all been of one mind in this matter, there 
would have been nothing to prevent this bad 
custom from being long ago driven out of 
your country. Do thou at the present time 
shew the zeal of a Christian man, and be 
moved as the wrong deserves. Wherever you 
find the girl, insist on taking her away, and 
restore her to her parents, shut out the man 
from the prayers, and make him excommu- 
nicate. His accomplices, according to the 
canon * which I have already put forth, cut 
off, with all their household, from the 
prayers. The village which received the 
girl afler the abduction, and kept her, or 
even fought against her restitution, shut 
out with all its inhabitants from the prayers ; 
to the end that all may know that we regard 
the ravisher as a common foe, like a snake 
or any other wild beast, and so hunt him 
out, and help those whom he has wronged. 

LETTER CCLXXL* 

To Eusebius^ my comrade y to recommend Cyri^ 

acus the presbyter. 

At once and in haste, after vour de- 
parture, I came to the town. Why need I 
tell a man not needing to be told, because he 
knows by experience, how distressed 1 was 
not to find you? How delightful it would 
have been to me to see once more the ex- 
cellent Eusebius, to embrace him, to travel 
once again in memory to our young days, 
and to be reminded of old times when for 
both of us there was one home, one hearth, 
the same schoolmaster, the same leisure, 
the same work, the same treats, the same 
hardships, and everything shared in com- 
mon ! What do you think I would not have 
given to recall all this by actually meeting 
you, to rid me of the heavy weight of my 
old age, and to seem to be turned from an 
old man into a lad again ? But I have lost 
this pleasure. At least of the privilege of 
meeting your excellency in correspondence, 

removal of a woman tn a place where her actions are no lonj^r 
free, for the sake of inducint^ her or compelling; her to marry. 
... By some raptus is distinguished into the two classes of 
raptus geductiouis and raptus violentitt** cf. Cod. Tkeod, 
ix. tit. xxiv. legg. i, J» and Cod. Justin, ix.-xiii. leg. i Corp. 
Juris , ii. 832. 

^ c^piryau. The Ben. note is no doubt rieht In understand- 
ing the word not to refer to any decree on this particular oise« 
but to Biisirs eeneral rule in Canon xxx. ef. p. 339. On the use 
of K^ovywa by Basil, see note on p. 41. 

s Placed at the end of Basil's life. 

* ApparenUy a schoolfellow of Basil, not to be identified 
with any of the* others of the name. 
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and of consoling myself by the best means 
at my disposal, I am not deprived. I am 
so fortunate as to meet the very rever- 
end presbyter Cyriacus. I am ashamed to 
recommend him to you, and to make him, 
through me, your own, lest I seem to be 
performing a superfluous task in offering to 
you what you already possess and value 
as your own. But it is my duty to witness 
to the truth, and to give the best boons I 
have to those who are spiritually united to 
me. I think that the man's blamelessness in 
his sacred position is well known to you ; 
but I confirm it, for I do not know that any 
charge is brought against him by those who 
do not fear the Lord and are laying their 
hands upon all. Even if they had done 
anything of the kind, the man would not 
have been unworthy, for the enemies of the 
Lord rather vindicate the orders of those 
whom they attack than deprive them of 
any of the grace given them by tlie Spirit. 
However, as I said, nothing has even been 
thought of against the man. Be so good 
then as to look upon him as a blameless 
presbyter, in union with me, and worthy of 
all reverence. Thus will you benefit your- 
self and gratify me. 

LETTER CCLXXII.i 

To Sophronius the magistcr officiorum^ 

I. It has been reported to me by Actiacus 
the deacon, that certain men have moved 
you to anger against me, by falsely stating me 
to be ill-disposed towards your excellency. 
I cannot be astonished at a man in your posi- 
tion being followed by certain sycophants. 
High position seems to be in some way 
naturally attended by miserable hangers-on 
of this kind. Destitute as they are of any 
good quality of their own whereby they may 
be known, they endeavour to recommend 
themselves by means of other people's ills. 
Peradventure, just as mildew is a blight 
which grows in corn, so flattery steal- 
ing upon friendship is a bjight of friend- 
ship. So, as I said, I am by no means 
astonished that these men should buzz about 
your bright and distinguished hearth, as 
drones do about the hives. But what has 
moved my wonderment, and has seemed 
altogether astounding, is that a man like 
yourself, specially distinguished by the 
seriousness of your character, should have 
been induced to give both your ears to these 
people and to accept theiV calumny against 

1 Written in the last yean of Basil's life. 



me. From my youth up to this my old 
age I have felt afTection for many men, 
but I am not aware that I have ever felt 
greater affection for any one than for your 
excellency. Even had not my reason in- 
duced me to regard a man of such a charac- 
ter, our intimacy from boyhood would have 
sufficed to attach me to your soul. You 
know yourself how much custom has to do 
with friendship. Pardon my deficiency, if I 
can show nothing worthy ot this preference. 
You will not ask some deed from me in 
proof of my good will ; you will be satisfied 
with a temper of mind which assuredly 
prays for you that you may have all that is 
best. May your fortunes never fall so low, 
as that you should need the aid of any one 
so insignificant as myself! 

2. How then was I likely to say anything 
against you, or to take any action in the 
matter of Memnonius? These points were 
reported to me by the deacon. How could 
I put the v/ealth of Hymetius before the 
friendship ot one so prodigal of his sub- 
stance as you are? There is no truth in 
any of these things. I have neither said 
nor done anything against you. Possibly 
some ground may have been given for some 
of the lies that are being told, by my remark- 
ing to some of those who are causing dis- 
turbance, ^^ If the man has determined to 
accomplish what he has in mind, then, 
whether you make disturbance or not, what 
he means to be done will certainly be done. 
You will speak, or hold your tongues ; it 
will make no difference. If he changes his 
mind, beware how you defame my friend's 
honourable name. Do not, under the pre- 
tence of zeal in your patron's cause, attempt 
to make some personal profit out of your 
attempts to threaten and alarm." As to that 
person's making his will, I have never said 
one word, great or small, directly or in- 
directly, about the matter. 

3. You must not refuse to believe what 
I say, unless you regard me as quite a 
desperate character, who thinks nothing of 
the great sin of lying. Put away all sus- 
picion of me in relation to the business, and 
for the future reckon my affection for you as 
beyond the reach of all calumny. Imitate 
Alexander, who received a letter, saying 
that his physician was plotting his death, at 
the very moment when he was just about to 
drink his medicine, and was so far from 
believing the slanderer that he at one and 
the same time read the letter and drank the 
draught.' I refuse to admit that I am in any 
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way inferior to the men who have been 
famous for their friendship, for I have never 
been detected in any breach of mine ; and, 
besides this, I have received from my God 
the commandment of love, and owe you love 
not only as part of mankind in general, 
but because I recognise you individually as a 
benefactor both of my country and of myself. 

LETTER CCLXXIIL' 

Wiihoui address. Concerning Hera. 

I AM sure that your excellency loves me 
well enough to regard all that concerns me 
as concerning you. Therefore I commend 
to your great kindness and high consideration 
my very reverend brother Hera, whom I do 
not merely call brother by any conventional 
phrase, but because of his boundless affec- 
tion. I beseech you to regard him as 
though he were nearly connected with your- 
self, and, so far as you can, to give him 
your protection in the matters in which he 
requires your generous and thoughtful aid. 
I shall then have this one more kindness to 
reckon in addition to the many which I have 
already received at your hands. 

LETTER CCLXXIV.' 

To Himerius^ the master. 

That my friendship and affection for the 
very reverend brother Hera began when I 
was quite a boy, and has, by God's grace, 
continued up to my old age, no one knows 
better than yourself. For the Lord granted 
me the affection of your excellency at about 
the same time that He allowed me to be- 
come acquainted with Hera. He now needs 
your patronage, and I therefore beseech and 
supplicate you to do a favour for the sake 
of our old affection, and to heed the ne- 
cessity under which we now lie. I beg 
you to make his cause your own, that he 
may need no other protection, but may re- 
turn to me, successful in all that he is pray- 
ing for. Then to the many kindnesses 
which I have received at your hands I shall 
be able to add yet this one more. I could 
not claim any favour more important to 
myself, or one more nearly touching my own 
interests. 

LETTER CCLXXV.' 

Without address. Concerning Hera. 
You have anticipated my entreaties in 

1 Written in the last yean of Basil's life. 

s Of the same time as the preceding. 

* Placed at the same time as the preceding. 



your affection for my very reverend brother 
Hera, and you have been better to him than 
I could have prayed for you to be in the 
abundant honour which you have shewn 
him, and the protection which you have 
extended to him on every occasion. But I 
cannot allow his affairs to go unnoticed by a 
word, and I must beseech your excellency 
that for my sake you will add something to 
the interest you have shewn in him, and 
will send him back to his own country vic- 
torious over the revilings of his enemies. 
Now many are trying to insult the peaceful- 
ness of his life, and he is not beyond the 
reach of envy's shafts. Against his foes we 
shall find one sure means of safety, if you 
will consent to extend your protection over 
him. 

LETTER CCLXXVL' 

To the great Harmatius. 

The common law of human nature makes 
elders fathers to youngsters, and the special 
peculiar law of us Christians puts us old 
men in the place of parents to the younger. 
Do not, then, think that I am impertinent or 
shew myself indefensibly meddlesome, if I 
plead with you on behalf of your son. In 
other respects I think it only right that you 
should exact obedience from him ; for, so 
far as his body is concerned, he is subject to 
you, both by the law of nature, and by the 
civil law under which we live. His soul, 
however, is derived from a diviner source, 
and may properly be held to be subject to 
another authoritv. The debts which it owes 
to God have a higher claim than any others. 
Since, then, he has preferred the God of us 
Christians, the true God, to your many gods 
which are worshipped by the help of 
material symbols, be not angry with him. 
Rather admire his noble firmness of soul, in 
sacrificing the fear and respect due to his 
father to close conjunction with God, through 
true knowledge and a life of virtue. Nature 
herself will move you, as well as your in- 
variable gentleness and kindliness of disposi- 
tion, not to allow yourself to feel angry with 
him even to a small extent. And I am sure 
that you will not set my mediation at naught, 
— or rather, I should say, the mediation of 
your townsmen of which I am the ex{x>nent. 
They all love you so well, and pray so 
earnestly for all blessings for you, that they 
suppose that in you they have welcomed a 
Christian too. So overjoyed have they been 
at the report which has suddenly reached the 
town. 

& Placed in the last years of Basil's life. 
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. LETTER CCLXXVIL* 
To the learned Maximus. 

The excellent Theotecnus has given me an 
account of your highness, whereby he has 
inspired me with a longing for your acquaint- 
ance, so clearly do his words delineate the 
character of your mind. He has enkindled 
in me so ardent an afiection for you, that 
were it not that I am weighed down with 
age, that I am the victim of a congenital ail- 
ment, that I am bound hand and foot by the 
numberless cares of the Church, nothing 
would have hindered my coming to you. 
For indeed it is no small jjliin that a member 
of a great house, a man of illustrious lineage, 
in adopting the life of the gospel, should 
bridle the propensities of youth by reflection, 
and subject to reason the aflections of the 
flesh; should display a humility consistent 
with his Christian profession, bethinking 
himself, as is his duty, whence he is come 
and whither he is going. For it is this con- 
sideration of our nature that reduces the 
swelling of the mind, and banishes all boast- 
fulness and arrogance. In a word it renders 
one a disciple of our Lord, Who said, *' Learn 
of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart."* 
And in truth, very dear son, the only thins: 
that deserves our exertions and praises is our 
everlasting welfare ; and this is the honour 
that comes from God. 

Human affairs are fainter than a shadow ; 
more deceitful than a dream. Youth fades 
more quickly than the flowers of sprins: ; our 
beauty wastes with age or sickness. Riches 
are uncertain ; glory is fickle. The pursuit 
of arts and sciences is bounded by the present 
life ; the charm of eloquence, which all covet, 
reaches but the ear : whereas the practice of 
virtue is a precious possession for its owner, 
a delightful spectacle for all who witness 
it. Make this your study; so will you be 
worthy of the good things promised by the 
Lord. 

, But a recital of the means whereby to 
make the acquisition, and secure the enjoy- 
ment of these blessings, lies beyond the in- 
tention of this present letter. Thus much 
however, after what I heard from my brother 
Theotecnus, it occurred to me to write to 
you. I pray that he may always speak the 
truth, especially in his accounts of you ; that 
the Lord may be the more glorified in you, 
abounding as you do in the most precious 
fruits of piety, although derived from a 
foreign root. 

t Placed at the end of Basil's life. 
*l£att.xL39. 



LETTER CCLXXVni.* 

To Vaierianus, 

I DESIRED, when in Orphanene,' to see 
your excellency ; I had also hoped that while 
you were living at Corsagaena, there would 
have been nothing to hinder your coming to 
me at a synod which I had expected to hold 
at AttagaBna ; since, however, I failed to hold 
it, my desire was to see you in the hill-coun- 
try ; for here again Evesus,' being in that 
neighbourhood, held out hopes of our meet- 
ing. But since I have been disappointed 
on both occasions, I determined to write and 
beg that you would deign to visit me ; for I 
think it is but right and proper that the 
young man should come to the old. Fur- 
thermore, at our meeting, I would make you 
a tender of my advice, touching your nego- 
tiations with certain at Caesarea : a right 
conclusion of the matter calls for my inter- 
vention. If agreeable then, do not be back- 
ward in coming to me. 

LETTER CCLXXIX.* 
To Modestus the Prefect. 

Although so numerous are my letters, 
conveyed to your excellency by as many 
bearers, yet, having regard to the especial 
honour you have shewn me, I cannot think 
that their large number causes you any 
annoyance. 

I do not hesitate therefore to entrust to this 
brother the accompanying letter : I know 
that he will meet with all that he wishes, 
and that you will count me but as a bene- 
factor in hirnishing occasion for the gratifi- 
cation of your kind inclinations. He craves 
your advocacy. His cause he will explain 
in person, if you but deign to regard him 
with a favourable eye, and embolden him to 
speak freely in the presence of so august an 
authority. Accept my assurance that any 
kindness shewn to him, I shall regard as per- 
sonal to myself. His special reason for leav- 
ing Tyana and coming to me was the high 
value he attached to the presentation of a 
letter written by myself in support of his ap- 
plication. That he may not be disappointed 
of his hope ; that I may continue in the enjoy- 
ment of your consideration ; that your interest 
in all that is good may, in this present matter, 
find scope for its full exercise — are the 

> Placed in the episcopate. 
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grounds on which I crave a gracious recep- 
tion for him, and a place amongst tliose 
nearest to you. 

LETTER CCLXXX.' 

Tff Modeslus the PreficL 

I FEEL my boldness in pressing my suit by 
letter upon u man in your position ; still the 
honour that you have paid me in the past 
lias banished all my scruples. Accordingly 
I write with confidence. 

My plea is for a relative of mine, a man 
worthy of respect for his integrity. Hi; is 
the bearer of this letter, and he stands to me 
in the place of a son. Your favour isall that 
he requires for the fulfilment of his wishes. 
Deign therefore to receive, at the hands of 
the aforesaid bearer, my letter in furtherance 
of his plea. I pray you to give him an op- 
portunity of explaining his affairs at nn in- 
terview with those in a position to help him. 
So by your direction shall he quickly obtain 
his desires; while I shall h.ivc occasion for 
boasting that by God's favour I have found a 
champion who regards the entreaties of my 
friends as personal claims to his protection. 

LETTER CCLXXXL' 
To Modeslus the Prefect. 

I AM mindful of the great honour I 
received in the encouragement you gave 
me, along with others, to address your 
excellencv. I avail myself of the privilege 
and the enjoyment of your gracious favour. 

I congratulate myself upon having such 
a correspondent, as also upon the oppor- 
tunity afforded your excellency of conferring 
an honour on me by your reply. 

I claim your clemency on behalf of Hell.i- 
dius my special friend. I pray that he may 
be relieved from the anxieties of Tax- 
assessor, and so be enabled to work in the 
interests of our country. 

You have already bo far given a gracious 
consent, that I now repeat my request, and 
pray you to send instructions to the gover- 
nor of the Province, that Helladius may be 
released from this infliction. 

LETTER CCLXXXIL* 

To a bishop. 

You bl.ime me for not inviting you ; and, 
when invited, you do not attend. That 



your former excuse was an empty one is 
clear from your conduct on the second 
occasion. For had you been invited before, 
in all probability you would never have 

Act not again unadvisedly, but obey this 
present invitation; since you know that its 
repetition strengthens an indictment, and 
that a second lends credibility to a previous 
accusation. 

I exhort you always to bear with me j or 
even if you cannot, at any rate it is your 
duty not to neglect the Martyrs, to Join 
in whose commemoration you are invited. 
Render therefore vour service to us both; 
or if you will not consent to this, at any rate 
to the more worthy. 

LETTER CCLXXXIII.' 

To a ividow. 

I HOPE to find a suitable day for the con- 
ference, after those which I intend to fix for 
the hill-country. I see no opportunity for our 
meeting (unless the Lord so order it be3'ond 
my expectation), other than at a public 
conference. 

You may imagine my position from your 
own experience. If in the care of a single 
household you are beset with such a crowd 
of anxieties, how many distractions, think 
you, each day brings to me? 

Your dream, I think, reveals more per- 
fectly the necessity of making provision for 
spiritual contemplation, and cultivating that 
mental vision by which God is wont to be 
seen. Enjoying as you do the consolation 
of the Holy Scriptures, you stand in need 
neitiier of my assistance nor of that of any- 
body else to help you to comprehend your 
duty. You have the all-sufficient counsel 
and guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead you 
to what is right. 



LETTER CCLXXXIV." 



To the 



I Ike c 



of monks. 



Concerning the monks, your excellency 
has, I believe, already rules in force, so that 
I need ask for no special favour on their 
behalf. 

It is enough that they share with others 
the enjoyment of your general beneficence ; 
still I feel it incumbent upon me too to 
interest mj'self in their case. 1 therefore 
submit it to your more perfect judgment, 
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that men who have long since taken leave 
of (his life, who have mortified their own 
bodies, so that they have neither money to 
spend nor bodily service to render in the 
interests of the common weal, should be 
exempted from taxation. For if their lives 
are consistent with their profession, they 
possess neither money nor bodies; for the 
former is spent in communicating to the 
needy; while their bodies are worn away 
in prayer and fasting. 

Men living such lives you will, I know, 
regard with special reverence ; nay you will 
wish to secure their intervention, since by 
their life in the Gospel they are able to 
prevail with God. 



LETTER CCLXXXV.' 
Without Address, 

The bearer of this letter is one on whom 
rests the care of our Church and the man- 
agement of its property — our beloved son. 

Deign to gi-ant him freedom of speech on 
those points that are referred to your holi- 
ness, and attention to the expression of his 
own views; so shall our Church at length 
recover herself, and henceforth be released 
from this many-headed Hydra. 

Our property is our poverty ; so much so 
that we are ever in search of one to relieve 
us of it; for the expenses of the Church 
property amount to more than any profit 
that she derives from it. 



LETTER CCLXXXVI.* 

To the Commentariensis? 

Whereas certain vagabonds have been 
arrested in the church for stealing, in de- 
fiance of God's commandment, some poor 
men's clothing, of little value otherwise, yet 
such as they had rather have on than off 
their backs ; and whereas you consider that 
in virtue of your office you yourself should 
have the custody of the offenders : — I 
hereby declare, that I would have you know 
that for offences committed in the church 
it is our business to mete out punishment, 
and that the intervention of the civil author- 
ities is in these cases superfluous. Where- 
• fore, the stolen property, as set forth in 
the document in your possession and in 
the transcript made in the presence of eye- 
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witnesses, I enjoin you to retain, reserving 
part for future claims, and distributing the 
rest among the present applicants. 

As for the offenders, — that they be cor- 
rected in the discipline and admonition of 
the Lord. By this means I hope to work 
tlieir successive reformations. For where 
the stripes of human tribunals have failed, 
I have oflen known the fearful judgments of 
God to be effectual. If it is, however, your 
wish to refer this matter also to the count, 
such is my confidence in his Justice and 
uprightness that I leave you to follow your 
own counsels. 



LETTER CCLXXXVIL' 

Without address. 

It is difllicult to deal with this man. I 
scarcely know how to treat so shifly, and, to 
judge from the evidence, so desperate a 
character. When summoned before the 
court, he fails to appear; and if he does 
attend, he is gifted with such volubility of 
words and oaths, that I think myself well off 
to be quickly rid of him. I have often known 
him twist round his accusations upon his 
accusers. In a word, there is no creature 
living upon earth so subtile and versatile in 
villainy. A slight acquaintance with him 
suflSces to prove this. Why then do you 
appeal to me ? Why not at once bring your- 
selves to submit to nis ill-treatment, as to a 
visitation of God's anger ? 

At the same time you must not be con- 
taminated by contact with wickedness. 

I enjoin therefore that he and all his house- 
hold be forbidden the services of the Church, 
and all other communion with her ministers* 
Being thus made an example of, he may 
haply be brought to a sense of his enormi- 
ties. 

LETTER CCLXXXVIII. 

Without address. Excomrnunicatory. 

When public punishment fails to bring a 
man to his senses, or exclusion from the 
prayers of the Church to drive him to repent- 
ance, it only remains to treat him in accord- 
ance with our Lord's directions — as it is 
written, ** If thy brother shall trespass 
against thee, . . . tell him his fault be- 
tween thee and him ; . . . if he will not 
hear thee, take with thee another ; " " and if 
he shall " then *' neglect to hear, tell it unto 

i Placed in the episcopate. 
* Placed in the episcopate. 
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the Church ; but if he neglect to hear even 
the Church, let him be unto thee henceforth 
as an heathen man, and as a publican." ' 
Now all this we have done in the case of this 
fellow. First, he was accused of his fault ; 
then he was convicted in the presence of one 
or two witnesses ; thirdly, in the presence of 
the Church. Thus we have made our solemn 
protest, and he has not listened to it. Hence- 
forth let him be excommunicated. 

Further, let proclamation be made through- 
out the district, that he be excluded from 
participation in any of the ordinary relations 
of life ; so that by our withholding ourselves 
from all intercourse with him he may be- 
come altogether food for the devil.' 



LETTER CCLXXXIX.' 

Without address. Concerning an afflicted 

woman. 

I CONSIDER it an equal mistake, to let the 
guilty go unpunished, and to exceed the 
proper limits of punishment. I accordingly 
passed upon this man the sentence I con- 
sidered it incumbent on me to pass — ex- 
communication from the Church. The 
sufferer I exhorted not to avenge herself; 
but to leave to God the redressing of her 
wrongs. Thus if my admonitions had 
possessed any weight, I should then have 
been obeyed, for the language I employed 
was far more likely to ensure credit, than 
any letter to enforce compliance. 

So, even after listening to her statements 
that contained matter sufficiently grave, I 
still held my peace ; and even now I am not 
sure that it becomes me to treat again of this 
same question. 

For, she says, I have foregone husband, 
children, all the enjoyments of life, for the 
attainment of this single object, the favour 
of God, and good repute amongst men. Yet 
one day the offender, an adept from boyhood 
in corrupting families, with the impudence 
habitual to him, forced an entrance into my 
house ; and thus within the bare limits 
of an interview an acquaintanceship was 
formed. It was only owing to my ignorance 
of the man, and lo that timidity which comes 
from inexperience, that 'I hesitated openly 
to turn him out of doors. Yet to such a 
pitch of impiety and insolence did he come, 
that he filled the whole city with slanders, 
and publicly inveighed against me by affix- 
hig to the church doors libellous placards. 



« Matt, xvlil. 1C-17. 
s Coulrast i Tiin. i. 
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For this conduct, it is true, he incurred the 
displeasure of the law : but, nevertheless, he 
returned to his slanderous attacks on me. 
Once more the market-place was filled with 
his abuse, as well as the gymnasia, theatres, 
and houses whose congeniality of habits gained 
him an admittance. Nor did his very extrav- 
agance lead men to recognise those virtues 
wherein I was conspicuous, so universally had 
I been represented as being of an incontinent 
disposition. In these calumnies, she goes on 
to say, some find a delight — such is the 
pleasure men naturally feel in the disparage- 
ment of others ; some profess to be pained, 
but shew no sympathy ; others believe the 
truth of these slanders ; others again, having 
regard to the persistency of his oaths, are 
undecided. But sympathy I have none. 
And now indeed I begin to realise my 
loneliness, and bewail myself. I have no 
brother, friend, relation, no servant, bond or 
free, in a word, no one whatever to share 
my grief. And yet, I think, I am more than 
any one else an object of pity, in a city 
where the haters of wickedness are so few. 
They bandy violence ; but violence, though 
they fail to see it, moves in a circle, and in 
time will overtake each one of them. 

In such and still more appealing terms she 
told her tale, with countless tears, and so 
departed. Nor did she altogether acquit me 
of blame ; thinking that, when I ought to 
sympathise with her like a father, I am in- 
different to her troubles, and regard the 
sufferings of others too philo&ophiciilly. 

For it is not, she urged, the loss of money 
that you bid me disregard ; nor the endur- 
ance of bodily sufferings; but a damaged 
reputation, an injury involving loss upon 
the Church at large. 

This is her appeal; and now I pray you, 
most excellent sir, consider what answer 
you would have me make her. The de- 
cision I have come to in my own mind is, 
not to surrender offenders to the magis- 
trates ; yet not to rescue those already in 
their custody, since it has long ago been 
declared by the Apostle, that the magistrates 
should be a terror to them in their evil- 
doings ; for, it is said, " he beareth not the 
sword in vain." ' To surrender him, then, is 
contrary to my humanity ; while to release 
him would be an encouragement to his 
violence. 

Perhaps, however, you will defer taking 
action until my arrival. I will then shew 
you tiiat I can effect nothing from there 
being none to obey me. 

• 1 Rom. ziii. 4. 
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LETTER CCXC.i 

To Nectarius. 

May many blessings rest on those who 
encourage your excellency in maintaining a 
constant correspondence with me ! And 
regard not such a wish as conventional 
merely, but as expressing my sincere con- 
viction of the value of your utterances. 
Whom could I honour above Nectarius — 
known to me from his earliest days as a 
child of fairest promise, who now through 
the exercise of every virtue has reached a 
position of the highest eminence? — So 
much so, that of all my friends the dearest 
is the bearer of your letter. 

Touching the election of those set over 
districts,* God forbid that I should do any- 
thing for the gratification of man, through 
listening to importunities or yielding to fear. 
In that case I should be not a steward, but a 
huckster, bartering the gift of God for the 
favour of man. But seeing that votes are 
given but by mortals, who can only bear 
such testimony as they do from outward 
appearances, while the choice of fit persons 
is committed in all humility to Him Who 
knows the secrets of the heart, haply it is 
best for everybody, when he has tendered 
the evidence of his vote, to abstain from all 
heat and contention, as though some self- 
interest were involved in the testimony, and 
to pray to God that what is advantageous 
may not remain unknown. Thus the result 
is no longer attributable to man, but a cause 
for thankfulness to God. For these things, 
if they be of man, cannot be said to be; 
but are pretence only, altogether void of 
reality. 

Consider also, that when a man strives 
with might and main to gain his end, there 
is no small danger of his drawing even sin- 
ners to his side; and there is much sin- 
fulness, such is the weakness of man*s 
nature, even where we should least ex- 
pect it. 

Again, in private consultation we often 
offer our friends good advice, and, though 
we do not find them taking it, yet we are 
not angry. Where then it is not man that 
counsels, but God that determines, shall we 
feel i/idignation at not being preferred before 
the determination of God? 

> Placed in the episcopate. 

> On the word <rv/uiMopiac the Ben. note is : '' Hac voce non 
designatur iota diocegis^ sed certos quidam pagorum numeru$ 
ckorepiscnpo commissus^ ut paUt ex *pi$t. cxui..'* q.v,^ " erat^ 
autem ckor«pi$coporum sedes insii^nt alictii affixa pago^ cut 
alii pagi attrihuehantHr. Unde Basilius i» epist. clxxxviii. 

Vto. Aurtor est Ampkilochio ut agrum Mutiet subjectum 
asodis subjiciat,** 



And if these things were given to man by 
man, what need were there for us to ask 
them of ourselves? Were it not better for 
each to take them from himself? But if 
they are the gift of God, we ought to pray 
and not to grieve. And in our prayer 
we should not seek our own will, but leave 
it to God who disposes for the best. 

Now may the holy God keep from your 
home all taste of sorrow ; and grant to you 
and to your family a life exempt from harm 
and sickness. 

LETTER CCXCL' 

To Timoiheus the Chorepiscopus} 

The due limits of a letter, and that mode 
of addressing you, render it inconvenient 
for me to write all I think ; at the same time 
to pass over my thoughts in silence, when 
my heart is burning with righteous indigna- 
tion against you, is well-nigh impossible. 
I will adopt the midway course : I will 
write some things; others I will omit. For 
I wish to chide you, if so I may, in terms 
both frank and friendly. 

Yes ! that Timotheus whom I have known 
from boyhood, so intent upon an upright 
and ascetic life, as even to be accused of 
excess therein, now forsakes the enquiry 
after those means whereby we may be united 
to God ; now makes it his first thought what 
some one else may think of him, and lives 
a life of dependence upon the opinions of 
others ; is mainly anxious how to serve his 
friends, without incurring the ridicule of 
enemies; and fears disgrace with the world 
as a great misfortune. Does he not know, 
that while he is occupied with these trifles 
he is unconsciously neglecting his highest 
interests? For, that we cannot be en- 
gaged with both at once — the things of 
this world and of Heaven — the holy Scrip- 
tures are full of teaching for us. Nay, 
Nature herself is full of such instances. 
In the exercise of the mental faculty, 
to think two thoughts at the same time 
is quite impossible. In the perceptions 
of our senses, to admit two sounds fall- 
ing upon our ears at the same moment, 
and to distinguish them, although we are 
provided with two open passages, is im- 
possible. Our eyes, again, unless they are 
both fixed upon the object of our vision, 
are unable to perform their action accu- 
rately. 

Thus much for Nature ; but to recite to 
you the evidence of the Scriptures were as 



1 Placed in the episcopate. 
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ridiculous as, so runs the proverb, ' to carry 
owls to Athens.' ' Why then combine 
things incompatible — the tumults of civil 
life and the practice of religion? 

Withdraw from clamour; be no more the 
cause or object of annoyance ; let us keep 
ourselves to ourselves. We long since pro- 
posed religion as our aim ; let us make 
the attainment of it our practice, and shew 
those who have the wish to insult us that it 
does not lie with them to annoy us at their 
will. But this will only be when we have 
clearly shewn them that we afford no handle 
for abuse. 

For the present enough of this I Would that 
some day we might meet and more perfectly 
consider those things that be for our souls' 
welfare ; so may we not be too much occu- 
pied with thoughts of vanity, since death 
must one day overtake us. 

I was greatly pleased with the gifts you 
kindly sent me. They were most welcome 
on their own account ; the thought of who it 
was that sent them made them many times 
more welcome. The gifts from Pontus, the 
tablets and medicines, kindly accept when I 
send them. At present they are not b}' me. 



N.B. The letters numbered CCXCII.- 
CCCLXVI. are included by the Ben. Ed. 
in a " Classis Tertia," having no note of 
time. Some are doubtful, and some plainly 
spurious. Of these I include such as seem 
most important. 

LETTER CCXCIL 
To Palladius. 

The one-half of my desire has God ful- 
filled in the interview He granted me with our 
fair sister, your wife. The other half He is 
able to accomplish ; and so with the sight of 
your excellency I shall render my full thanks 
to God. 

And I am the more desirous of seeing you, 
now that I hear you have been adorned with 
that great ornament, the clothing of immor- 
tality, which clokes our mortality, and puts 
out of sight the death of the flesh ; by virtue 
of which the corruptible is swallowed up in 
incorruption. 

Thus God of His goodness has now alien- 
ated you from sin, united you to Himself, 
has opened the doors of Heaven, and pointed 
out the paths that lead to heavenly bliss. I 
entreat you therefore by that wisdom wherein 

1 yAavK* 'A^vo^t. Arist., il V. 30X . 



you excel all other men, that you receive the 
divine favour circumspectly, proving a faith- 
ful guardian of this treasure, as the reposi- 
tory of this royal gift, keeping watch over it 
with all carefulness. Preserve this seal of 
righteousness unsullied, that so you may 
stand before God, shining in the brightness 
of the Saints. Let no spot or wrinkle defile 
the pure robe of immortality ; but keep holi- 
ness in all your members, as having put on 
Christ. *' For," it is said, ** as many of you 
as have been baptized into Christ, have put 
on Christ." * Wheiefore let all your members 
be holy as becomes their investment in a 
raiment of holiness and light. 



LETTER CCXCIII. 

To JuUanus. 

How fare you this long while? Have you 
altoo:ether recovered the use of vour hand ? 
And how do other things prosper.^ Ac- 
cording to your wishes and my prayers ? In 
accordance with your purposes? 

Where men are readily disposed to change, 
it is only natural that their lives are not well 
ordered : but where their minds are fixed, 
steadfast and unalterable, it follows that their 
lives should be conformable to their pur- 
poses. 

True, it is not in the helmsman's power to 
make a calm when he wishes ; but with us« 
it is quite easy to render our lives tranquil 
by stilling the storms of passion that surge 
within, by rising superior to those that assail 
us from without. The upright man is touched 
by neither loss, nor sickness, nor the other 
ills of life ; for he walks in heart with God, 
keeps his gaze fixed upon the future, and 
easily and lightly weathers the storms that 
rise from earth. 

Be not troubled with the cares of earth. 
Such men are like fat birds, in vain endowed 
with flight, that creep like beasts upon the 
ground. But you — for I have witnessed 
you in difficulties — are like swimmers rac- 
ing out at sea. 

A single claw reveals the whole lion : so 
from a slight acquaintance I think I know 
you fully. And I count it a great thing, 
that you set some store by me, that I am not 
absent from your thoughts, but constantly in 
your recollection. 

Now writing is a proof of recollection; 
and the oftener you write, the better pleased 
I am. 

iGai.iii.a7. 



LETTER CCXCIV. 
To Festus anti Magnus. 

It is doubtless a father's duty to make 
provision for his children; a husbandman's 
to tend his plants and crops : a teacher's to 
bestow care upon his pupils, especially when 
innate goodness shewg signs of promise for 
them. 

The husbandman finds toil a pleasure 
when he sees the ears ripen or the plants in- 
crease ; the teacher is gladdened at his 
pupils' growth in knowledge, the father at 
nis son's in stature. But greater is the care 
3 feel for von ; higher the hopes I entertain; 
in proportion as piety is more excellent than 
nil the arts, than all the animals and fruits 

And piety I planted in your heart while 
still pure and tender, and I matured it in the 
bipes of seeing it reach maturity and bear- 
ing fruits in due season. My prayers mesn- 
whilc were furthered by your love of learn- 
ing. And you know well that you have my 
good wishes, and that God's favour rests 
upon your endeavours; for when rightly di- 
rected, called or uncalled, God is at hand to 
further ihem. 

Now every man that loves God is prone 
to teachin;j; nay, where there is the power 
to teach things prolitable, their eagertiess is 
well nigh uncontrollable; but first their 
hearers' minds must be cleared of all re- 
sistance. 

Not that separation in the body is a hin- 
drance to instruction. The Creator, in the 
fulness of His love and wisdom, did not con- 
fine our minds within our bodies, nor the 
power of speaking to our tongues. Ability 
to profit derives some advantage even from 
lapse of time ; thus ^e are able to transmit 
instruction, not only to those who are dwell- 
ing far away, but even to 'those who are 
hereafter to lie bom. And experience proves 
. my words; those who lived many years 
before teach posterity by instruction pre- 
served in their writings; and we, though 
80 far separated in the body, are always 
near in thought, and converse together with 

Instruction is bounded neither by sea nor 
land, if only we have a care for our souls' 
profit. 

LETTER CCXCV. 



I DO not think that I need further com- 
mend you to God's grace, ai^r the words 



>^ 3^ 

that I addressed to you in person. I tlncn 
bade you adopt the life in common, after the 
incr of living of the AposUes. This you 
:pted as wholesome instruction, and gave 
God thanks for it. 

Thus your conduct was due, not so much 
to the^'words I spoke, as to my instructions to 
put them into practice, conducive at once to 
your advantage who accepted, to my comfort 
who gave you the advice, and to the glory 
and pr.-iise of Christ, by Whose name wc 
are called. 

For this reason I have sent to you our 
well-beloved brother, that he may learn of 
your zeal, may quicken your sloth, may re- 
port to me of opposition. For great is my 
desire to see you all united in one body, ana 
to hear that you are not content to live a life 
without witness; but have undertaken to be 
both watchful of each other's diligence, and 
witnesses of each other's success. 

Thus will each of you receive a reward in 
full, not only on his own behalf, but also for 
his brother's progress. And, as is lilting, 
you will be a source of mutual profit, both 
Dy your words and deeds, as a result of con- 
stant intercourse and exhortation. 

But above alt I exhort you to be mindful of 
the faith of the Fathers, and not to be shaken 
by those who in your retirement would try 
to wrest you from it. For you know that 
unless illumined by faith in God, strictness 
of life availctb nothing; nor will a right 
confession of faith, if void of pood works, 
be able to present you before the Lord. 

Faith and works must be joined: so shall 
the man of God be perfect, and his life not 
halt through any imperfection. 

For the faith which saves us, as saith the 
Apostle, is that which worketh by love. 



LETTER CC.XCVI. 



[A short letter in which Basil excuses 
imself for making use of the widow's mulea.^ 



LETTER CCXCVII. 
To a ■midiyw. 
[A short letter of introduction.] 

LETTER CCXCVIII. 
Without address. 
[A short letter of commendation.] 
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LETTER CCXCIX. 



To a Censitor} 



I WAS aware, before you told me, that you 
do not like your employment in public 
atlairs. It is an old saying that those who 
are anxious to lead a pious life do not throw 
themselves with pleasure into office. The 
cise of magistrates seems to me like that of 
physicians. They see awful sights ; they 
meet with bad smells ; they get trouble for 
themselves out of other people's calamities. 
This is at least the case with those who are 
real magistrates. All men who are engaged 
in business, look also to make a profit, and 
arc excited about this kind of glory, count it 
the greatest possible advantage to acquire 
some power and influence by which they 
may be able to benefit their friends, punish 
their enemies, and get what they want for 
themselves. You are not a man of this kind. 
How should you be? You have voluntarily 
withdrawn from even high office in the 
State. You might have ruled the city like 
one single house, but you have preferred a 
life free from care and anxiety. You have 
placed a higher value on having no troubles 
vourself and not troubling other people, than 
other people do on making themselves disa- 
greeable. But it has seemed good to the 
Lord that the district of Ibora * should not be 
under the power of hucksters, nor be turned 
into a mere slave market. It is His will that 
every individual in it should be enrolled, as 
is right. Do you therefore accept this re- 
sponsibility ? It- is vexatious, I know, but it 
is one which may bring you the approbation 
of God. Neither fawn upon the great and 

Eowerful, nor despise the poor and needy, 
how to all under your rule an impartiality 
of mind, balanced more exactly than any 
scales. Thus in.the sight of those who have 
entrusted you with these responsibilities your 
zeal for justice will be made evident, and 
they will view you with exceptional admira- 
tion. And even though you go unnoticed 
by them, you will not be unnoticed by our 
God. The prizes which He has put before 
us for good works are great. 



LETTER CCC. 

Without address. 
[A consolatory letter to a father.] 



> 1.^. assessor of taxes. 

* See geographicsd note in Prolegomena, 



LETTER CCCI. 

To Maximus. 
[Consolatory on the death of his wife.] 

LETTER CCCII. 

To the wife of Briso. 

[Consolatory on the death of her husband. 
These three consolatory letters present no 
features different from those contained in 
previous letters of a similar character.] 



LETTER CCCIII. 

To the Comes Privatarum* 

You have, I think, been led to impose a 
contribution of mares' on these people by 
false information on the part of the inhabi- 
tants. What is going on is quite unfair. It 
cannot but be displeasing to your excellency, 
and is distressing to me on account of my 
intimate connexion with the victims of the 
wrong. I have therefore lost no time in 
begging your lordship not to allow these 
promoters of iniquity to succeed in their 
malevolence. 

LETTER CCCIV. 

To Aburgius. 

[A few unimportant words of introduc- 
tion.] 

LETTER CCCV. 

Without address. 

[An unimportant letter of recommenda- 
tion.] 

LETTER CCCVI. 

To the Governor of Sebasteia? 

I AM aware that your excellency is favour- 
ably receiving my letters, and I understand 
why. You love all that is good; you are 

1 ^opo-lmv T4\«<rua, ** Rede SatlteiHm ctutigat ComheJsiMS 

quod raptim vectigral reddiderit. At idem immerito putat 

oh eqnarum pomtestsionem tribulum aliqtiod ejutmodi komini'^ 

hu$ impositum fuisse. Persptcuum est equas ipsas $is, quibut 

patrocinatur Baxilius, imperatas fuisse^ idque in mnttm 

ma^is quam in tributi loco ; si qnidem eos comes rei j^rivatm 

fat sis criminationtbus deceptus damnaverat. Stc etiam 

Greg. Nax.^ Ep, clxxxiv. Nemesium fectere conatnr oni 

Valentiniano equarum mnltam oh aliquod delicinm injlex' 

erat Nee mirum est in Cappadocia^ qna optimos eqnot 

alehatt ejusmodi multas imppssttas fuisse?* Ben. note. 

> 'Hyc/K^ft Sc^aff-Tciav. The Ben. Ed. think that here und 
in Letttr Ixiii. nyeuwv means not erovernor bnt Head of the 
Senate, ef. Cod. Thtoi, xii., i. 137, 171 » iSo. So in Letter 
Izxxvi. The ** prespositnt pajgomm ** Is styled i|ycM«»r. 
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ready in doing kindnesses. So whenever I 
give you the opportunity of shewing your 
magnanimity, you are eager for my letters, 
because you know that they furnish an occa- 
sion for good deeds. Now, once more, behold 
an occasion for your shewing all the signs of 
rectitude, and at the same time for the public 
exhibition of your virtues I Certain persons 
have come from Alexandria for the discharge 
of a necessary duty which is due from all 
men to the dead. They ask your excellency 
to give orders that it may be permitted them 
to have conveyed away, under official sanc- 
tion, the corpse of a relative who departed 
this life at Sebasteia, while the troops were 
quartered there. They further beg that, as 
fur as possible, aid may be given them for 
travelling at the public expense, so that, of 
your bounty, they may find some help and 
solace in their long journey. The tiding^ of 
this will travel as far as to great Alexandria, 
and will convey thither the report of your 
excellency's astonishing kindness. This you 
well understand without my mentioning it. 
I shall add gratitude for this one more favour 
to that which I feel for all which you have 
done me. 

LETTER CCCVII. 

Without address, 

[A request to mediate between two liti- 
gants.] 

. LETTER CCCVIIL 

IVithout address. 

[Commendatory, with the mention of a 
place called Capralis.] 

LETTER CCCIX. 

Without address, 

[Commendatory on behalf of a man re- 
duced from wealth to poverty, with three 
children, and anxious aoout his rating.] 

LETTER CCCX. 
Without address. 

SCommendatory on behalf of some kinsfolk, 
of the people of Ariarathia, a place in the 
Sargaransene, about 60 m. E. of Caesarea.'] 

LETTER CCCXI. 

[Commendatory : short and of no impor- 
tance.] 

1 Ranuay, HUt, Gtog. AM. p. 55. 



LETTER CCCXII. 
[Commendatory : short and unimportant.] 

LETTER CCCXIII. 

[Commendatory of the interests of Sul- 
picius.] 

LETTER CCCXIV. 

Without address, 
[Commendatory.] 

LETTER CCCXV. 

Without address, 
[Commendatory of a widow.] 

LETTERS CCCXVI., CCCXVIL, 
CCCXVIII., CCCXIX. 

Without address, 
[Commendatory; short.] 

LETTER CCCXX. 

Without address, 
[A salutation.] 

LETTER CCCXXL 

To Thecia, 

[Included among the Letters of Gregory 
of Nazianzus, who is assumed by the Ben. 
Ed. to be indubitably the writer.'] 

LETTER CCCXXIL 

Without address, 

[Asking a friend to come with his wife and 
spend Easter with him.] 

LETTER CCCXXIII. 
To Philagrius Arcenus, 

LETTER CCCXXIV. 
To Pasinicusy the Pliysician, 

LETTER CCCXXV. 
To Magninianus, 

LETTER CCCXXVL 

Without address, 

[Monitory.] 

i Yidt Greg. Naz., Ep. IvU. 
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LETTER CCCXXVII. 

Without address. 

[Hortatory.] 

LETTER CCCXXVII I. 
To Hyperectius, 
[On Basil's health.] 

LETTER CCCXXIX. 

To Phalirius. 

[With thanks for a present of fish.] 

LETTERS CCCXXX., CCCXXXI., 
CCCXXXIL, CCCXXXIII. 

[All short and without address, 
.etters from CCCXXIII. to CCCXXXIII. 
have no importance.] 

LETTER CCCXXXIV. 

To a writer. 

Write straight, and make the lines 
straight. Do not let your hand go too high 
or too low. Avoid forcing the pen to travel 
slantwise, like -^sop's crab. Advance 
straight on, as if following the line of the 
carpenter's rule, which always preserves 
exactitude and prevents any irregularity. 
The oblique is ungraceful. It is the straight 
which pleases the eye, and does not allow 
the reader's eyes to go nodding up and down 
like a swing-beam. This has been my fate 
in reading your writing. As the lines lie 
ladderwise, I was obliged, when I had to 
go from one to another, to mount up to the 
end of the last : then, when no connexion 
was to be found, I had to go back, and seek 
for the right order again, retreating and fol- 
lowing the furrow,' like Theseus in the story 
following Ariadne's thread." Write straight, 
and do not confuse our mind by your slanting 
and irregular writing. 

LETTER CCCXXXV. 

Basil to Libanius? 

I AM really ashamed of sending you the 
Cappadocians one by one. I should prefer 

1 or the use of this word to indicate the lines in MSB., cf. 
Aristoph., Thesm. ySa, and Anth., Pal, vi. 8i. 

* i,*, in the Labyrinth of Crete. 

Ope vireinea^ nullis iterata priorum^ 
yanua difficilis Jflo est inventa relecto. 

Ov., Metam. vlii. 17a. 

• '* Basil ifet Lihanii epistolee mutuee^quas magni facii Tille- 
montius^trohatque ut genninas^ maxime dubiet videntur Gar- 
uier^ in Vit, Bas. cap. ^9, p. 17a, seqq., is tamen illas startim 
edixitt. . . . Sckroeckh Gam. dubttationi de omnium illarum 
fpisi. mutuarum voBm qnetdam oppomit.** Fabricius. Haries., 
Tom. ix. 

Maran ( Vit. Bas, xxxix. a) thinks that the Libanian corre* 
spondence, assuming it to be genuine, is to be assigned partly 



to induce all our youths to devote them- 
selves to letters and learning, and to avail 
themselves of your instruction in their train- 
ing. But it is impracticable to get hold of 
them all at once, while they choose what 
suits themselves. I therefore send you those 
who from time to time are won over ; and 
this I do with the assurance that I am con- 
ferring on them a boon as great as that 
which is given by those who bring thirsty 
men to the fountain. The lad, whom I am 
now sending, will be highly valued for his 
own sake when he has been in your society. 
He is already well known on account of his 
father, who has won a name among us both 
for rectitude of life and for authority in. our 
community. He is, moreover, a close friend 
of my own. To requite him for his friend- 
ship to me, I am conferring on his son the 
benefit of an introduction to you — a boon 
well worthy of being earnestly prayed for by 
all who are competent to judge of a man's 
high character. 

LETTER CCCXXXVI. 

Libanius to Basilius. 

I* Afler some little time a young Cappa- 
docian has reached me. One gain to me is 
that he is a Cappadocian. But this Cappa- 
docian is one of the first rank. This is 
another gain. Further, he brings me a 
letter from the admirable Basil. This is the 
greatest gain of all. You think that I have 
forgotten you. I had great respect for you 
in your youth. I saw you vying with old 
men in self-restraint, and this in a city teem- 
ing w^ith pleasures. I saw you already in 
possession of considerable learning. Then 
you thought that you ought also to see 
Athens, and you persuaded Celsus to accom- 
pany you. Happy Celsus, to be dear to 
you I Then you returned, and lived at 
home, and I said to myself. What, I wonder, 
is Basil about now? To what occupation 
has he betaken himself? Is he following 
the ancient orators, and practising in the 
courts? Or is he turning the sons of fortu- 
nate fathers into orators? Then there came 

to the period of the retreat, partljr to that of the presbvtenite, 
while two only, the one a complaint on the part of Libanius 
that bishops are avaricious, and Ba5il*s retort, may perhaps 
have been written during Uie episcopate. He wodld see no 
reason for rejecting them on the ground merely of the unlike* 
lihood of Basil's correspondin^ir ^^^ ^ heathen philosopher, 
but he is of opinion that the style of most of them is unworthy 
both of the sophist and of the archbishop. Vet there seems 
no reason why they should hare been invented. It is Intel- 
liirible enouti:h that they should have been preserved, consid- 
ering the reputation of the writers ; but they su^rf^est no motive 
for forgery. The life of Libanius extendea from 314 to nearly 
the end of the fourth century. J. R. Mozlev, in D.C.B. (it, 
71a) refers to G. R. Siever (Das Lebem des J^amiuM^ Berlin, 
iS63) a 4 the tallest biographer. * 
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those who reported to me that you were 
adopting a course of life better than any of 
these, and were, rather, bethinking you how 
you might win the friendship of God than 
heaps of gold, I blessed both you and the 
Cappadocians ; you, for making this your 
aim; them, for being able to point to so 
noble a fellow-countryman. 

2. I am aware that the Firmus, whom you 
mention, has continually won everywhere ; ' 
hence his great power as a speaker. But 
with all the eulogies that have been bestowed 
on him, I am not aware that he has ever re- 
ceived such praise as I have heard of in your 
letter. For what a credit it is to him, that it 
should be you who declare that his reputa- 
tion is inferior to none ! 

Apparently, you have despatched this young 
man to me before seeing Firminus ; had you 
done so, your letters would not have failed to 
mention him. What is Firminus now doing 
or intending to do? Is he still anxious to be 
married ? Or is all that over now ? Are the 
claims of the senate heavy on him? Is he 
obliged to stay where he is? Is there any 
hope of his taking to study again'? Let him 
send me an answer, and I trust it may be 
satisfactory. If it be a distressing one, at 
least it will relieve him from seeing me at his 
door. And if Firmmus had been now at 
Athens, what would your senators have done ? 
Would they have sent the Salaminia' after 
him? You see that it is only by your fel- 
low-countrymen that I am wronged. Yet 
I shall never cease to love and praise the 
Cappadocians. I should like them to be 
better disposed to me, but, if they continue 
to act as they do, I shall bear it. Firminus 
was four months with me, and was not a day 
idle. You will know how much he has 
acquired, and perhaps will not complain. 
As to his being able to come hqre again, 
what ally can I call in? If your senators 
are right-minded, as men of education ought 
to be, they will honour me in the second case, 
since they grieved me in the first. 

LETTER CCCXXXVII. 
Basil to Libanius, 

Lo and behold, yet another Cappadocian 
has come to you ; a son of my own I For 
my present position makes all men my sons. 

* vavraxov iitreX^at Koarun'. *• Uhigue constaMtfm p§rdtt. 
rafxe.** Ren. Ed. ** tJhique frma memoria fiierit** CoH- 
be.is Firmus may possibly be the father of the yoanlf 
student. 

« The allusion is to the •• Salnminia," one of the two sacred 
or state vessels of the Athenian jrovernmenL The ** Paralus " 
and the "Salaminia" were both Triremes, the latter being; 
called also "Delia" and "Theoris," because It was used to 
convey the 9ca»pot to Delos. State criminals were conveyed by 
them. 



On this ground he may be regarded as a 
brother of the former one, and worthy of the 
same attention alike from me his father, and 
from you his instructor — if really it is pos- 
sible for these young men, who come from 
me, to obtain any further favours. I do not 
mean that it is not possible for your excel- 
lency to give anything more to your old com- 
rades, but because your services are so lav- 
ishly bestowed upon all. It will be sufficient 
for the lad before he gets experience if he be 
numbered among those who are intimately 
known to you. I trust you may send him 
back to me worthy of my prayers and of 
your great reputation in learning and elo- 
quence. He is accompanied by a young man 
of his own age, and of like zeal for instruction ; 
a youth of good family, and closely associated 
with myself. I am sure he will be in every 
way as well treated, though his means are 
smaller than is the case with the rest. 

LETTER CCCXXXVIII. 

Libanius to Basil, 

I KNOW you will often write, " Here is 
another Cappadocian for you ! " I expect 
that you will send me many. I am sure 
that you are everywhere putting pressure on 
both fathers and sons by all your compli- 
mentary expressions about me. But it 
would not be kind on my part not to men- 
tion what happened about your good letter. 
There were sitting with me not a few of our 
people of distinction, and among them the 
very excellent Alypius, Hierocles* cousin. 
The messengers gave in the letter. I read it 
right through without a word ; then with a 
smile, and evidently gratified, I exclaimed, 
"I am vanquished!" *'How? When? 
Where ?" they asked. " How is it that you are 
not distressed at being vanquished ? " *' I am 
beaten," I replied, " in beautiful letter writ- 
ing. Basil has won. But I love him ; and 
so I am delighted." On hearing this, they 
all wanted to hear of the victory from the 
letter itself. It was read by Alypius, while 
all listened. It was voted that what I had 
said was quite true. Then the reader went 
out, with the letter still in his hand, to shew 
it, I suppose, to others. I had some difli- 
culty in getting it back. Go on writing 
others like it ; go on winning. This is for 
me to win. You are quite right in thinking 
that my ser\'ices are not measured by money. 
Enough for him who has nothing to give, 
that he is as wishful to receive. If I perceive 
any one who is poor to be a lover of learning, 
he takes precedence of the rich. True, I 
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never found such instructors ; but nothing 
shall stand in the way of my being, at least 
in that respect, an improvement on mine. 
Let no one, then, hesitate to come hither be- 
cause he is poor, if only he possesses the one 
qualification of knowing how to work. 



LETTER CCCXXXIX. 

Basil to Libanius. 

What could not a sophist say? And such 
a sophist! One whose peculiar art is, 
whenever he likes, to make great things 
small, and to give greatness to small things! 
This is what you have shewn in my case. 
Th<at dirty little letter of mine, as, perhaps, 
you who live in all luxury of eloquence 
would call it, a letter in no way more tolera- 
ble than the one you hold in your hands now, 
you have so extolled as, forsooth, to be 
beaten by it, and to be yielding me the prize 
for composition ! You are acting much as 
fathers do, when they join in their boys' 
games, and let the little fellows be proud of 
the victories which they have let them win, 
without any loss to themselves, and with 
much gain to the children's emulation. 
Really and truly the delight your speech 
must have given, when you were joking 
about me, must have been indescribable ! It 
is as though some Polydamas * or Milo" 
were to decline the pancratium or a wrestling 
bout with me ! ' After carefully examining, 
I have found no sign of weakness. So those 
who look for exaggeration are the more as- 
tonished at your being able to descend in 
sport to my level, than if you had led the 
barbarian in full sail over Athos.* I, how- 
ever, my dear sir, am now spending my time 
with Moses and Elias, and saints like them, 
who tell me their stories in a barbarous 
tongue,* and I utter what I learnt from them, 
true, indeed, in sense, though rude in phrase, 
as what I am writing testifies. If ever I 
learned anything from you, I have forgotten 
it in the course of time. But do you con- 
tinue to write to me, and so suggest other 
topics for correspondence. Your letter will 
exhibit you, and will not convict me. I have 

1 A famous athlete of Scotussa. Pans. vi. 5. 
s The athlete of Crntona, who was crowned again and again 
at the Pythian and Olympian eanies. 

^^^yn* irvcmicoc ' o Si dfi^or<poif roifroif , iraYfcpaTia<rTi4c6f . Arist., 
JfAft. i. V. 14. 

* The story that Xerxes h^id made a canal through the isth. 
ntus of Athos was supposed to be an instance of gross ex* 
agireration. cf. Juv. x. 174 : •• Creditur olim Vtlificatus Athos 
W quidquid Gracia mendax Audet in kiatoria" and Ciaudian 
iii. 316: '* Remise Medo solicitatns Athos.** But traces of the 
canal are said to be still visible. 

* This might lead to the idea that Basil knew some Hebrew, 
but the clove of the sentence indicates that he means the Greek 
of the LXX., in which he always quotes Scripture. 



already introduced to you the son of Anysius, 
as a son of my own. If he is my son, he is 
the child of his father, poor, and a poor man's 
son. What I am saying is well known to 
one who is wise as well as a sophist.' 

LETTER CCCXL. 
Libanius to Basil. 



Had you been for a long time considering 
how best you could reply to my letter about 
yours, you could not in my judgment have 
acquitted yourself better than by writing as 
you have written now. You call me a 
sophist, and you allege that it is a sophist's 
business to make small things great and great 
things small. And you maintain that the 
object of my letter was to prove yours a good 
one, when it was not a good one, and that it 
was no better than the one which you have 
sent last, and, in a word that you have no 
power of expression, the books which you 
have now in hand producing no such eflect, 
and the eloquence which you once possessed 
having all' disappeared. Now, in the en- 
deavour to prove this, you have made this 
epistle too, which you are reviling, so ad- 
mirable, that my visitors could not refrain 
from leaping with admiration as it was being 
read. I was astonished that after your try- 
ing to run down the former one by this, by 
saying that the former one was like it, you 
have really complimented the former by it. 
To carry out your object, you ought to have 
made this one worse, that you might slander 
the former. But it is not like you, I think, 
to do despite to the truth. It would have 
been done despite to, if you had purposely 
written badly, and not put out the powers 
you have. It would be characteristic of you 
not to find fault with what is worthy of 
praise, lest in your attempt to make great 
things insignificant, your proceeding's reduce 
you to the rank of the sophists. Keep to 
the books which you say are inferior in style, 
though better in sense. No one hinders 
you. But of the principles which are ever 
mine, and once were yours, the roots both 
remain and will remain, as long as you exist. 
Though you water them ever so little, no 
length of time will ever completely destroy 
them. 

LETTER CCCXLI. 

Libanius to Basil. 

You have not yet ceased to be offended 
with me, and so I tremble as I write. If you 

1 00^ rt «ai co^«0Tg. 
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have cared, why, my dear sir, do you not 
write? If you are still offended, a thing 
alien from any reasonable soul and from 
your own, why, while you are preaching to 
others, that they must not keep their anger 
till sundown,' have you kept yours during 
many suns? Peradventure you have meant 
to punish me by depriving me of the sound 
of your sweet voice? Nay; excellent sir, 
be gentle, and let me enjoy your golden 
tongue. 

LETTER CCCXLII. 

Basil to Libanius. 

All who are attached to the rose, as 
might be expected in the case of lovers of 
the beautiful, arc not displeased even at the 
thorns from out of which the flower blows. 
I have even heard it said about roses by 
some one, perhaps in jest, or, it maybe, even 
in earnest, that nature has furnished the 
bloom with those delicate thorns, like stings 
of love to lovers, to excite those who pluck 
them to intenser longing by these ingeniously 
adapted pricks.* But what do I mean by 
this introduction of the rose into my letter? 
You do not need telling, when you remem- 
ber your own letter. It had indeed the 
bloom of the rose, and, by its fair speech, 
opened out all spring to me; but it was 
bethorned with certain fault findings and 
charges against me. But even the thorn of 
your words is delightful to me, for it en- 
kindles in me a greater longing for your 
friendship. 

LETTER CCCXLIII. 

Libanius to BasiL 

If these are the words of an untrained 
tongue, what would you be if you would 
polish them ? On your lips live fountains of 
words better than the flowing of springs. I, 
on the contrary, if I am not daily watered, 
am silent. 

LETTER CCCXLIV. 

Basil to Libanius, 

I AM dissuaded from writing often to you, 
learned as you are, by my timidity and my 
Ignorance. But your persistent silence is 
different. What excuse can be offered for it? 
If any one takes into account that you are 

' cf. Eph. Iv. J7, and the passacre quoted bv Alford from 
Plut., D* Am, Frat, xSS R., to the eflfect that the'PythaKoreims. 
whenever an^r had cauxrd unkindly words, shook hands 
before rundown, and were reconciled. 

* MS. vary betweea crirAi^rocf, crvA^eroif , MrAijcroif, k-uftajt- 

TOif. 



slow to write to me, living as you do in the 
midst of letters, he will condemn you for 
forgetfulness of me. He who is ready at 
speakhig is not unprepared to write. And 
if a man so endowed is silent, it is plain that 
he acts either from forgetfulness or from 
contempt. I will, however, requite your 
silence with a greeting. Farewell, most 
honoured sir. Write if you like. If you 
prefer it, do not write. 

LETTER CCCXLV. 

Libanius to BasiL 

It is, I think, more needful for me to 
defend myself for not having begim to write 
to you long ago, than to offer any excuse 
for beginning now. I am that same man 
who always used to run up whenever you 
put in an appearance, and who listened 
with the greatest delight to the stream of 
your eloquence ; rejoicing to hear you ; with 
difficulty tearing myself away ; saying to 
my friends. This man is thus far superior to 
the daughters of Achelous, in that, like 
them, he soothes, but he does not hurt as 
they do. Truly it is no great thing not 
to hurt ; but this man's songs are a positive 
gain to the hearer. That I should be in 
this state of mind, should think that I am 
regarded with aflection, and should seem 
able to speak, and yet should not venture 
to write, is the mark of a man guilty of ex- 
treme idleness, and, at the same time, in- 
flicting punishment on himself. For it is 
clear that you will requite my poor little 
letter with a fine large one, and will take 
care not to wrong me again. At this word, 
I fancy, many will cry out, and will crowd 
round with the shout. What ! has Basil done 
any wrong — even a small wrong? Then so 
have CEacus, and Minos, and his brother.' 
In other points I admit that you have won. 
Who ever saw you that does not envy you ? 
But in one thing you have sinned against 
me; and, if I remind you of it, induce 
those who are indignant thereat not to make 
a public outcry. No one has ever come to 
you and asked* a favour which it was easy 
to give, and gone away unsuccessful. But 
I am one of those who have craved a boon 
without receiving it. What then did I 
ask? Often when I was with you in camp, 
I was desirous of entering, with the aid of 
your wisdom, into the depth of Homer's 
frenzy. If the whole is impossible, I said, 
do you bring me to a portion of what I 

* Rhadnmanthas and Minos were both said to l>e sons of 
Zeus and Europa. cf, Verg., JEn, vi. 566 and Plnd., CV. U. 7$. 
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want. I was anxious for a part, wherein, 
when things have gone ill with the Greeks, 
Agamemnon courts with gifts the man 
whom he has insulted. When I so spoke, 
you laughed, because you could not deny 
that you could if you liked, but were un- 
willing to give. Do I really seem to be 
wronged to you and to your friends, who 
were indignant at my saying that you were 
doing a wrong? 

LETTER CCCXLVL 
Libanius to BasiL 

You yourself will judge whether I have 
added anything in the way of learning to 
the young men whom you have sent. I hope 
that this addition, however little it be, will 
get the credit of being great, for the sake 
of your friendship towards me. But inas- 
much as you give less praise to learning than 
to temperance and to a refusal to abandon 
our souls to dishonourable pleasures, they 
have devoted their main attention to this, 
and have lived, as indeed they ought, with 
due recollection of the friend who sent them 
hither. 

So welcome what is your own, and give 
praise to men who by their mode of life have 
done credit both to you and to me. But to 
ask you to be serviceable to them is like 
asking a father to be serviceable to his 
children. 

LETTER CCCXLVII. 

Libanius to Basil. 

Every bishop is a thing out of which it 
is very hard to get anything.* The further 
you have advanced beyond other people in 
learning, the more you make me afraid that 
you will refuse what I ask. I want some 
rafters.' Any other sophist would have 
called them stakes, or poles, not because 
he wanted stakes or poles, but rather for 
shewing off his wordlets than out of any real 
need. If you do not supply them, I shall 
have to winter in the open air. 

LETTER CCCXLVIII. 

Basil to Libanius. 

If yptirll^etv is the Same thing as to gain, 
and this is the meaning of the phrase which 
your sophistic ingenuity has got from the 
depths of Plato, consider, my dear sir, 

* iroay^a ivoypivurrov, ypini^(a=z / caicA ^sAffrom ypt^ov, 
a creel. * arpuiTi^p. 



who is the more hard to be got from, I 
who am thus impaled * by your episto- 
lary skill, or the tribe of Sophists, whose 
craft is to make money out of their words. 
What bishop ever imposed tribute by his 
words? What bishop ever made his dis- 
ciples pay taxes? It is you who make your 
words marketable, as confectioners make 
honey-cakes. See how you have made the 
old man leap and bound! However, to 
you who make such a fuss about your de- 
clamations, I have ordered as many rafters to 
be supplied as there were fighters at Ther- 
mopylae,' all of goodly length, and, as 
Homer has it, *' long-shadowing," * which 
the sacred Alphseus has promised to restore/ 

LETTER CCCXLIX. 

Libanius to Basil. 

Will you not give over, Basil, packing 
this sacred haunt of the Muses with Cappa- 
docinns, and these redolent of the frost* and 
snow and all Cappadocia's good things? 
They have almost made me a Cappadocian 
too, always chanting their '• I sahite you." 
But I must endure, since it is Basil who 
commands. Know, however, that I am 
making a careful study of the manners and 
customs of the country, and that I mean to 
metamorphose the men into the nobility 
and the harmony of my Calliope, that they 
may seem to you to be turned from pigeons 
into doves. 

LETTER CCCL. 

Basil to Libanius. 

Your annoyance is over. Let this be 
the beginning of my letter. Go on mock- 
ing and abusing me and mine, whether 
laughing or in earnest. Why say anything 
about frost * or snow, when you might be 
luxuriating in mockery? For my part, Li- 
banius, that I may rouse you to a hearty 
laugh, I have written my letter enveloped in 
a snow-white veil. When you take the letter 
in your hand, you will feel how cold it is, 
and how it symbolizes the condition of the 
sender — kept at home and not able to put 
his head out of doors. For my house is a 
grave till spring comes and brings us back 
from death to life, and once more gives to 
us, as to plants, the boon of existence. 

1 with a play on xap«^> the word used for stakes. 

* 1^. three hundred. 

* Hom. iii. 3^. 

* JVon ilUpide anetor epistoJm fiuvium ohstringit miiU 
uendi promisso, ut gratuito a se dart ostendat.** Ben. note. 

^7PiT^t "Q unkmywn word. Perhaps akin to Kpior^. cf. 
Ducange «.v. 



LETTER CCCH. 

Basil la Liianius. 

Many, who have come to me from where 
you are, have Hclniired your oratories! power, 
rhey were remarking that there has been a 
very brilliant specimen of this, and n veiy 
great contest, as they alleged, with the result 
that all crowded together, and no one ap- 
peared in the whole city hut Lihanius alone 
in the lists, and everybody, young and 
old, listening. For no one was willing 
to be absent — not a man of rank — not a 
distinguished soldier — not an artisan. Even 
women hurried to be present at tlie struggle. 
And' what was it? What was the speech 
which brought together this vast assembly? 
I have been told that it contained a de- 
scription of a man of peevish temper. Pray 
lose no time in sending me this. much ad- 
mired speech, in order that I too may join 
in praisina; your eloquence. If I am a 
praiser of Libanius without his works, what 
am I likely to Iwcome after receiving the 
grounds on which to praise him f 



LETTER CCCLIL 

Libanius to Basil. 

Behold! I have sent you my speech, all 
streaming with sweat as I am ! How should 
I be otherwise, when sending my speech to 
one who by his skill in oratory is able to 
shew that the wisdom of Plato and (he ability 
of Demosthenes were bel.iuded in vain? I 
feel like a gnat compared with an elephant. 
How I shiver and shake, as I reckon up the 
day when you will inspect my performance! 
I am almost out of my wits I 

LETTER CCCLIII. 

Biisil to Libanius. 

I HAVE read your speech, and have im- 
mensely admired it. O muses; O learning; 
O Athens; what do you not give to those 
who love you! What fruits do not they 
gather who spend even a short time with 
vou ! Oh for your copiously flowing foun- 
tain! What lien all who drink of it are 
shewn to be ! I seemed to see the man him- 
self in your speech, in the company of his 
chattering little woman. A living story has 
been written on theground hy Libanius, who 
alone has bestowed the gift of life upon his 
words. 



LE'rrER CCCLIV. 

Libaniui to Basil, 

Now I recognise men's description of met 
Basil hae praised me, and I am hailed victor 
over all! Now that I have received your 
vote, I am entitled to walk with the proud 
gait of a man who haughtily looks down on 
all the world. You have composed an 
oration against drunkenness. I should like 
to read it. But I am unwilling to try to say 
anything clever. When I Have seen your 
speech it will teach me the art of expressing 

LETTER CCCLV. 

Liianius to Basil. 

Are you living at Athens, Basil ? Have 
you forgotten yourself ? The sons of the 
Ctesareans cou'd not endure to hear these 
things. My tongue was not accustomed lo 
them. Just as though I were treading some 
dangerous ground, and were struck at the 
novelty of the sounds, it said to me its father, 
"My father, vou never taught this! This 
man is Homer, or Plato, or Aristotle, or 
Susarion- He knows everything." So far 
my tongue. I only wish, Basil, that you 
could praise me in the same r ' 



LETTER CCCLVL 

Basil to Libanius. 

I AM delighted at receiving what you write, 
but when you ask me to reply, I am tn a 
difficulty. What could I say in answer to so 
Attic a tongue, except that I confess, and 
confess with joy, that 1 am a pupil of fisher- 
men? 

LETTER CCCLVn. 

Libanius to Basil. 
What has made Basil object to the letter, 
the proof of philosophy? I have learned to 
make fun from you, but nevertheless your 
fun is venerable and, so to say. hoary with 
age. But, by our very friendship, by our 
common pastimes, do away, I charge you, 
with the distress caused by your letter . . . 
in nothing differing.' 

LETTER CCCLVin. 
Libanius to Basil. 

Oh, for the old days in which we were all 
in all to one another! Now we are sadly 
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separated ! Ye have one another, I have 
no one like you to replace you. I hear that 
Alcimus in his old age is venturing on a 
young man's exploits, and is hurrying to 
Rome, after imposing on you the labour of 
remaining with the lad^. You, who are 
always so kind, will not take this ill. You 
were not even angry with me for having to 
write first. 

LETTER CCCLIX, 

Basil to Libanius. 

You, who have included all the art of the 
ancients in your own mind, are so silent, 
that you do not even let me get any gain in a 
letter. I, if the art of Daedalus had only 
been safe, would have made me Icarus* 
wings and come to you. But wax cannot 
be entrusted to the sun. and so, instead of 
Icarus' wings, I send you words to prove my 
affection. It is the nature of words to in- 
dicate the love of the heart. So far, words.' 
You do with them what you will, and, pos- 
sessing all the power you do, are silent. But 
pray transfer to me the fountains of words 
that spring from your mouth. 



LETTER CCCLX.' 

Of the Holy Trinity^ the Incarnation^ the 
invocation of Saints, and their Images, 

According to the blameless faith of the 
Christians which we have obtained from God, 
I confess and agree that I believe in one 
God the Father Almighty; God the Father, 
God the Son, God the Holy Ghost ; I adore and 
worship one God, the Three.' I confess to 
the (Economy of the Son in the flesh,* and 
that the holy Mary, who gave birth to Him 
according to the flesh, was Mother of God.* 
I acknowledge also the holy apostles, pro- 
phets, and martyrs ; and I invoke them to 
supplication to God, that through them, that 
is, through their mediation, the merciful 
God may be propitious to me, and that a 
ransom may be made and given me for my 
sins. Wherefore also I honour and kiss the 



> Corrupt in nri^n^l. 

> This tetter is almost undoubtedly spurious, but it has a 
certain interest, from the fact of it^i having been quoted at the 
so-called 7th Council (ad of Nicsea) in 7S7. Manin ( Vit, Bas. 
xxxix.) is of opinion that it is proved by internal, evidence to 
be the work of some Greek writer at the time of the Icono- 
clastic controversy. The vocabulary and style are unlike that 
of Basil. 

* Neuter sc, vp6<rwraf not vnotrraartit, as we should expect in 
Basil. 

* rvfraoKov o'lKovouiav an expression I do not recall in 
BasiPs genuine writine>* 

■ ^toT6Kov. the watchword of Uie Nestorian controversy, 
which was after Basil's time. 



features of their images, inasmuch as they 
have been handed down from the holy 
apostles, and are not forbiddeni but are in 
all our churches. 

Letters CCCLXI. and CCCLXIII., to 
Apollinarius, and Letters CCCLXII. and 
CCCLXI v., from .Apollinarius to Basil, are 
condemned as indubitably spurious, not 
only on internal evidence, but also on the 
ground of Basil's asseveration that he had 
never written but once to Apollinarius, and 
that **as layman to layman."' Letter 
CCCLXV., *' to the great emperor Theo- 
dosius," on an inundation in Cappadocia, is 
also condemned by the Ben; Ed. as spurious, 
and contains nothing of ecclesiastical or 
theological interest. Tillemont however 
(vol. v., p. 739) thought its style not unworthy 
of a young man and a rhetorician, and con- 
jectures the Theodosius to whom it is ad- 
dressed to be not the great emperor, but 
some magistrate of * Cappadocia. 

LETTER CCCLXVI.' 

Basil to Urbicius the monk, concerning 

continency. 

You do well in making exact definitions 
for us, so that we may recognise not only 
continency, but its fruit. Now its fruit is 
the companionship of God. For not to be 
corrupted, is to have part with God ; just as 
to be corrupted is the companionship of the 
world. Continency is denial of the body, 
and confession to God. It withdraws from 
anything mortal, like a body which has the 
Spirit of God. It is without rivalry and 
envy, and causes us to be united to God. 
He who loves a body envies another. He 
who has not admitted the disease of corrup- 
tion into his heart, is for the future stronsr 
enough to endure any labour, and though he 
have died in the body, he lives in incorrup- 
tion. Verily, if I rightly apprehend the 
matter, God seems to me to be continency, 
because He desires nothing, but has all 
things in Himself. He reaches after nothing, 
nor has any sense in eyes or ears ; wanting 

* Ep. ccxxiv. $ a. 

• Tntrnduc»"d by the Ben. with the followinpr preface: ** En 
magni Basilii epistolam^ ex prisco coJice Ixi. J[. 124, « me 
exscriptam, qutt olfm r/arisstmts quoque virts Marciantt 
hibliotkecm descri'ptoribns Znnnetro atque Moreliio ineiiita visa 
est ; atqne tttrum sit alicubi postremis his annis edfta, miki 
non constat^ se<i rerte in p/enissima Garnerii editione dtsid- 
eratur, F.a scribitnr ad Urbicum monachum^ ad qmem alia 
duet Basilii episiolee exstamt, nempe 123 snd 262, in Gamer iana 
editione.^ Ar/ffMmentum titulusqne est De Continent fa, neque 
x*ero srriptum hoc BasiHanum diutius ejgro celandum arhitror 
prtesertim quia Snidas ac Pkotins nihil preestantins ant 
episiolari character i orrommodalius Basilii epistolis €S9§ 
judicamnt. Mai^ bibliotk* nov.potr, iii. 450. 
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nothing, He is in all respects complete and 
full. Concupiscence is a disease of the soul ; 
but continency is its health. And continency 
must not be regarded only in one species, as, 
for instance, in matters of sensual love. It 
must be regarded in everything which the 
soul lusts after in an evil manner, not being 
content with what is needful for it. Envy is 
caused for the sake of gold, and innumerable 
wrongs for the sake of other lusts. Not to 
be drunken is continency. Not to overeat 
one's self is continency. To subdue the 
body is continency, and to keep evil thoughts 
in subjection, whenever the soul is disturbed 
by any fancy false and bad, and the heart is 
distracted by vain cares. Continency makes 
men free, being at once a medicine and a 
power, for it does not teach temperance ;^ it 
gives it. Continency is a grace of God. 
Jesus seemed to be continency, when He was 
made light to land and sea ; for He was car- 
ried neither by earth nor ocean, and just as 
He walked on the sea, so He did not weigh 
down the earth. For if death comes of 
corruption, and not dying comes of not hav- 
ing corruption, then Jesus wrought not mor- 
tality but divinity.* He ate and drank in a 



peculiar manner, without rendering his 
food.* So mighty ,a power in Him was 
continency, that His food was not corrupted 
in Him, since He had no corruption. If 
only there be a little continency in us, we arc 
higher than all. We have been told that 
angels were ejected from heaven because 
of concupiscence and became incontinent. 
They were vanquished; they did not come 
down. What could that plague have effected 
there, if an eye such as I am thinking of 
had been there ? Wherefore I said, If we have 
a little patience, and do not love the world, 
but the life above, we shall be found there 
where we direct our mind. For it is the mind, 
apparently, which is the eye that seeth unseen 
things. For we say " the mind sees ; " 
" the mind hears." I have written at length, 
though it may seem little to you. But there 
is meaning in all that I have said, and, when 
you have read it, you will see it. 

» The Ben. note is: ** Hae sn^er re reverent istim* tkeo* 
lo/ficegne scribit AtkaHosiits CoriHtki episcopus in fra^mento 
quod^ not edtdimut AA,^c\za% 1. x. p. 4^9-<oo, q*fod tneipit : 
ZifTOuMCi't *^ 4 vAi}p*»(ri« rwr fiftrnfjian^y iwi Xfrnrrov inimnrro koI 
Kwttviv, Erat enim kete qnoque una ex ohjectionihus hmreti» 
eomm. Definit atttem, corpus Christi hac tn re fuf'sse cateris 
SHpert'nSt eicnti ttiam in insolita nativitate, utitmr quoque 
Aikanasins exemplo trinitatis illius apud Abrakamum com- 
vivaniis, neque tamen naturali necessHati obiempenmiis ; 
quod item de Ckristo pott resurrectiontm edenU imUtl(gemm 
dum dicU, 
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Abduction, how punished, 239. 
Abortion, produced by women and 

drugs, 225, 227. 
Abraamius, bp. of Batnse, xsdx. 177. 
joined Basil in the letter 
to the West, 177. 
Abraamins, bp. of Urimi in Syria, 
177 n. 
joined Basil in the letter 
to the West, 177. 
Abramius, bp. of Batnae, letter to, 199. 
Aburgius, letters to, 135, 170, 206, 
221, 234. 
layman, compatriot of Basil. 
135 n., 170. 
Abyss of evil spirits, 61 n. 
Acacians, xviii. 49 n. 

triumphed in 360 at Con- 
stantinople, xviii. 288, 
288 n. 
Acacias, the one eyed, bp. of Caesarea, 
130 n., 291. 
opposed to Cyril, bp, of Jeru- 
salem, 130 n. 
leader of the Homceans, 130 

n. 
thought highly of by Basil, 

130 n., 254. 
called by Basil "our very 
dear brother," 254. 
Acacias, presbyter from Beraea, 261, 

293» 293 n. . 
perhaps carried a letter to 

Chalets, 293. 
probable identification, 293 
n. 
Achelous, the daughters of, 323. 
Actiacus, deacon, 309. 
Adam, traditions regarding 7. 
Adamantius, letter-carrier from Greg- 
ory Nyss., 155. 
Adulterer, had 15 years excommuni- 
cation, 256. 
Adultery, laws regarding, 149, 150, 
151,237,238,239. 
different in husband and 

wife, 237, 240. 
only with a married 
woman, 237. 
JEacxss, and the other judges, 323, 

323 n. 
Mgx identified, 285 n. 
/£gean sea, 74. 
i^on, 69. 
iClfric abbreviated Basil*s Hexae- 

meron, 51. 
i£lian, heretic, 251. 



Aetians, 49 n. 

Actios, heretic, xviii. xxxiiL 

favoured by Eudoxios of Get- 

manicia, x\'iii. 
banished bv Constantiui, 3 n. 
suggested avdfiOiOV, 116. 
iEtius, presbyter, 293. 
African us (Jul.), his works, 46, 46 n. 
*Ayevi^ia, 274 n. 
'kyiiwjToc, Ayevrrrd^, 39. 
'Ayiafffia a- sacrament and sanctuary, 

256 n. 
Alcinous and Ulysses, 169. 
Alcmeon, story of, I2q, 125 n. 
Alexander, bp. of Alexandria, edu- 
cated Athanasius. 1 73. 
Alexander, Egyptian bishop in exile, 

letter to, 303. 
Alexander at Curydala, bp. but late 

monk, 259. 
Alexander the Great, anecdotes of, 

Ixvii. 180, 180 n., 309. 
Alexandria, persecutions in, 203. 
'AAA<i, its Scripture use, xliii. n. 
Allegorising in Scripture interpreta- 
tion, loi, lox n. 
viuch used hy Origen, 
loi n. 
Allegory used in Scripture, xliv. 57. 
Altars of the spiritual service deserted, 

284. 
Altars, in opposition to tables, 291. 
Alypius, friend of Libanius, 321. 
Amasia, state of its church, 291, 29X n. 
Amber, 80. 

Ambrose, bp. of Milan, letters to, 
234. 255 n. 
his archiepiscopate, 234 n. 
his character given by 

Basil, 234, 235. 
admitted Tneodosius 

within the sanctuary, 
xxiv. n. 
was borrowed from by 
Didymus, xliv. 
Amphilochios, bp. of Iconium, 207 n., 

214,215,232,2725^. 
cousin of Gregory Naz., 

ix. I, 207 n., 215. 
addressed by Basil, 2, 
16 n., 214, 220,241. 
his history, xxviii. 207 

n.. 214, 272. 
Basirs letters to, 207, 
214, 220, 232, 233. 
240, 241, 259, 272, 
273, 274, 276, 290. 
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Amphilochins obtains a theoL state- 
ment from Basil, 
220 n. 
close friend of Basil, 

zxviiL 272 sf. 
a meeting contem- 
plated between 
them, 241. 
his legendary life of 

Basil, xxi. n. 
Basil's canonical let-g 
ters addressed to 
him, xxviii. 
Basil's l>f Sp, Scto. 
suggested by his 
talks with Amph., 
xxviii. xliii. 
Kv6Aei^i^^ as belonging to the Eucha- 
rist, 41 n. 
'Avapxoi, as related to the Divine 

Unity, 30 n. 
'kvapxoq, a word how used, 13 n. 
Anathemas of the Nicene Creed, 195. 
Anaximeneson the " elements,'* 1 16 n. 
Ancyra, consoled for the loss of its 

bishop, 133, 
Andrew of Samosata, in the Arian 

controversy, 16 n. 
Andronicus, General, letter to, 188. 
asked Basil to deal kindly 
with Domilianus, 188, 
189. 
Angel, the Apostate, 32. 
Angels, their creation, 23, 54, 62 n. 
their nearness to God, 24. 
associated with the Father 

and Son, 18, 19. 
created before the world of 

matter, 54, 62. 
their hierarchies, 62. 
allies, tutors, and guardians 

to men, 19. 
faithful witnesses to the truth, 

19. 
" angel of peace to help and 
accompany," 124. 
Anger, cautioned against, Ixiii. 
Animal life, different in different an- 
imals, 95. 
created in developments, 

95- 
three kinds, 96. 

as moral teacher, 103. 

adaptations in form to 

living, 104. 

Annesi, identified, xiv. n., xvii. xxviii. 

175 n., 248 n. 



INDEX OF SUBJECTS. 



345 



Annesi, church in honour of the Forty 

Martyrs, lxx« n. 
Anomcean heresy, xxxiv. 45 n., 106 n. 

107, 116, 122, 250, 252, 276. 
Anomoeans, their disorder and con- 
tempt of authority, li. 287. 
Ant, the, as a teacher, and questions 

upon, 103, 125. 
Anthimus, bp. of Tyana, xxv. xxvii. 
159, 181 n., 193, 250, 250 

n. 
called an Arian, xxv. 
estranged from Basil, xxv. 

159 n., 193,250 n. 
his claims to jurisdiction, 

xxv. xxvii. 181 n. 
consecrated Faust us to 
Antioch, xxvii. 192 n., 

193. 
resisted Basil's taking the 

monastic revenues, xxv. 

joined Basil in the letter 

to the West, 177. 

Antioch, John of, 292 n. 

Antioch, letter to the presbytery of, 

292. 

creeds of, 49 n. 

need of the church's union, 

295. 

had three bishops at the 

same time, 295 n. 

disorders in the church, 164, 

165, 166, 192. 193. 

its church in affliction, 204, 

253. 253 n-, 254. 
Antiochus, nephew of Eusebius, 206 
n., 217 n. 
letters from Basil to, 206, 
211, 217. 
Antiochus, presbyter, 280. 
Antipater, governor of Cappadocia, 
letters to, 201, 223. 
letter from, to Basil, 223. 
Antiquity, venerable as a teacher and 

witness, 45, 46, 47, 132. 
Anysius, 280. 
*Anavyaafia^ xxxvi. n. 
'AtpiJxoiTat, e<^i?jcovratt 265 n. 
Apollinarius, heretic, 197, 199, 264 n., 
266, 302, 303. 
approximates to Sabel- 

lius, 198, 266. 
how connected with 
Basil, XV. 264, 266, 
286, 326. 
denied the ifvx^ hryiK^ 

in Christ, 276 n. 
a book writer, 302. 
fragments of his works, 
286 n., 302. 
ApoIIonius Thaum. of Tyana, 250 n. 
Apostasy, how penanced, 257, 258. 
its character, 1 7, 239. 
through torture, 17. 
Apotactitse, a Manichean sect, 240, 

240 n. 
^Arpevdec (jr6fia^ christian, 288 n. 
Araxes, 68. 
Arboriculture, 78, 79. 
Arcadius, bp., letter to, 153. 
Arcadius, imperial treasurer, letter to, 

125. 
Archetype as applied to Deity, 141. 



Architecture as a creative art, 55. 
Arian schism, 48, 288. 

creeds, xxxiv. 49 n., 288. 
quesdons upon the Incarnation, 

xxxiv. sq.f 299, 300. 
warchwords and tests, x<xvi. Ix. 
8 n., 116. 
Arianbm, its character, Ix. 48 n., 
49 n., 178, 198, 302. 
ditheistic and polytheistic, 

49 n., 285. 
its diffusion, 178, 198. 
laid hold on the church, 

xviii. 
bold and shameless, 302. 
refused by the people, 283. 
Arians, xix. xxx. xxxiv. sq., 16 n., 
29 n., 37 n., 136, 305. 
their own scissions, 48 n., 

49 n. 
made Christ a titular deity, 

49 n. 
their real aim, 49 n. 
appeal to Scripture, 1 7 n. 
their shiftiness, 287, 288. 
their creeds, xxxiv. sq^ 288, 

292. 
were charged with re-ordain- 
ing, 199 n. 
accepted Homoousion in 

their own sense, 254. 
harassed the monks, 294. 
disturbed Sizopolis, 299. 
attacked the Ariomaniacs, 

306. 
urged Valens to oppress 
Basil and Cappadocia, xxiii. 
Ariminum, creed of, xviii. 49 n., 

115 n., 123 n. 
Arinthaeus, wife of, 184 n. 

letter to him, 221. 
letter consolatory to his 
widow, 307. 
Ariomaniacs, 306, 306 n. 
Aristotelian philosophy and formulae, 

38, 200. 
Alius, his heresy, i, 100 n., 1 76, 245, 
264, 286. 
condemned at Nicsea, 48 n., 
176. 
Armenian Church visited by Basil, 

xxvii. 184. 
Arts, their purpose, 55. 
" As far from you to me, as from me 

to you," 123. 
Ascetic, his duty, 112. 

his life and character, xvii. 

xviii. 112 n., 247. 
name covered anchoret, 
monk, and coenobite, 
112 n. 
as represented by Basil, xvii. 
xviii. 
Ascetics, letter to the, 267. 

spread rapidly through 

Pontus, xviii. 
Basil's account of them, 1. sq. 
Ascholios, bp. of Thessalonica, letter 
to, 209, 215, 216. 
notes of his history, 209 n., 

210 n. 
much commended by 
Basil, 209, 216. 



Ascholius, trainer of the martyrs, 

210 n. 
Asclepius, martyr, 290. 
Asia, Basil's, is Asia Minor, 109 n., 

259, 260. 
Asterius, bearer of the feigned letter 

to Basil, 159. 
Asterius, heretical teacher, 165 n. 
Astrologers blame the Creator, 85. 
Astrology and nativities, lix. 84^ 85, 
86. 
take away responsibility, 
86. 
Astronomy and its results. 54, 84. 
Astydamas, the lx)astful playwright of 

Athens, 142, 142 n. 
*A(r/7;tvrof, 278 n. 

Atarbius, bp. of Neocaesarea, 162, 
162 n., 220 n. 
perhaps kinsman of Basil, 

xxviii. 162, 250. 
at variance with Basil, 

xxviii. 162, 163, 220 n. 
slanderer of Basil, xxviii. 

243 n., 246 n. 
called to account by Basil, 

196. 
letters to, 162, 196. 
Athnnasius, bp. of Alexandria, xxix. 
I, 194 n., 210, 227 n., 

245. 253; 
his place in the Arian 

controversy, 16 n. 
was honoured in the 

West, 163. 
mediated between East 

and West, xxxi. 176, 

245. 253. 
was "the boy bishop," 

173 n. 
favoured and promoted 

monasticisro, 109. 
was satisfied with Diony- 

sius* orthodoxy, 45 n. 
letters frc»m Basil, i6x, 

163, 164, 165. 
appealed to by Basil, 

xxii. xxix. 163, 165, 
171, 172,245,253. 

was refused communion 
by Meletius of An- 
tioch, 176, 176 n. 

gave notice of an excom- 
munication, 161, 161 n. 

asserted the Nicene faith 
to Jovian, xix. 

died A.D. 373, xxix. 
163 n., 200, 203. 

much honoured alive and 
dead, xxix. xxxi. 163, 

164, i65,*i7i, 179 n., 

245- 
his letters to Serapion 

published, xix. 
Athanasius, bp. of Ancyra, 130, 

130 n. 
letter to, 130. 
reproached by Basil for 

a hasty judgment, 130, 

I3»- 
Athanasius, bp. of Comth, 327 n. 

Athanasius, father of Athanasius of 

Ancyra, 130^ 130 n. 
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Athanasius, letter to, 130. 

consoled under calumny, 

130. 
Atheists believe, at times, on God, 82. 
*AOia/i(ft ydfitpf 238 n. 
Athlete in the circus, 81, 322. 

type for the ascetic, 112. 
Atomic theory, attributed to Mochus 
or Moschus, 53 n. 
divisibility and indivisibility 
considered, 55. 
Atoms, in the theory of Creation, 53. 
Audience in sympathy with the ath- 
letes, 81. 
Aurelian is appealed to, 155 n. 
AvTodyiog, avre^obaia, avro^u^f 
xxxix. n. 

Bactrius, 68. 

Baptism, its formula, IL 16, 17, 18, 38, 

43. 45.46, 47. «2i, 156, 

196, 212, 250, 269, 292. 
water blessed for, 22, 42, 46. 
its ceremonies, 18, 21, 42, 

124, 240, 276. 
trine immersion, 17 n., 22, 

42, 278. 
its renunciations, 17 n., 18, 

42. 
the anointing, T24. 
its essentials, 17 n., 18, 240. 
when valid or invalid, 17, 

17 n., 223, 224, 240. 
in the N&me and not names, 

250. 
insufficient in the Name of 

the Father, 18. 
insufficient in the Name of 

the Spirit, 18, 19. 
insufficient in the Name of 

Christ, 17 n. 
heretical baptisms con- 
sidered, 17 n., 223, 224, 

240. 
repeated on some heretics 

believing, 240. 
an obligation to believe 

rightly, 17, 22, 43. 292. 
symbol of the soul's cleans- 
ing, 21, 22, 46. 
effective by the Spirit, 17, 

18, 22, 49 n. 
means of grace for regenera- 
tion, 17, 18, 21, 22. 
setting the seal to our assent, 

18. 
established through faith, 18. 
Old Testament types of, 20. 
** into water," 21. 
of salvation is one and a 

covenant, 22, 177, 186. 
its meaning, 17, 18, 21, 22, 

212. 
three invocations of, 22. 
'* water baptism " only, 22. 
second name given in, 124, 

124 n. 
forgiveness in, 237. 
emerging in, 276 n. 
of martyrdom, Ixxi. n., 22. 
often hurried, 255 n. 
why sometimes deferred, xvi. 

Ixiv. 



Barachus, a bishop, signed the letter 

to the West, 177. 
Barachus, a brother, 215. 
Barlaam, a Diocletian martyr, Ixix. 
Barses, bishop of Edessa, banished, 

49 n-. 3<^3' 
letter to, 303, 306. 

Barsumus, bishop, signed the letter to 

the West, 177. 

Basil, bishop of Ancyra, xviii. 3 n. 

is banished, 30. 
Basil, bishop of C^esarea, his paren- 
tage and relatives, ix. xiii. 
5^., 249, 249 n. 

chronological table of bis life, 
xi. xii. 

date and place of birth, xiii. 
xiv. 115 n. 

his education, xiv. xv. xvi. Ixix; 

had the rudiments of religion 
from his grandmother Ma- 
crina, xiv. xv. xvi. 245, 249. 

account of his youth, 249. 

was at Athens and its uni- 
versity, XV. 

his connection with Julian, xv. 
XV. n. 

his connection with ApoUi- 
narius, xv. 

his equipment for his life-work, 
xvi. Ixix. 

was unacquainted with Latin 
and Hebrew, xvi. n., xliv. sg, 

returned from Athens to 
Caesarea, xvi. 

was teacher at Csesarea, xvi. 
249, 249 n. 

was invited to teach at Neooes- 
area, xvi. 

his deferred baptism performed 
by Dianius, xvi. 45, 45 n. 

was ordained Reader, xvii. 

date of ordination to the priest- 
hood unknown, xviii. 

his ordaining bishop unknown, 
xviii. xix. 45, 45 n., 48 n., 
152 A. 

his presumed diaconate, xix. n., 

3 n- 

reconciled with Dianius, xviii. 

his early relation to parties, 
xviii. 

compiled the Phihcalia from 
Origen*s works, xviii. 

his Moralia (jjOiko) pub- 
lished, xix. 

wrote against Eunomius, xix. 
xxxiii. sq., xliiL 33 n., 48 n., 
127. 

his place in fixing theological 
terms, 5 n., 104 n. 

his intellectual championship, 
xxiii. 16 n. 

was obliged to Origen, xviii. 
46 n. 

Hexaemeron described and esti- 
mated, xliv. sq.^ 51, 52. 

preached extempore, xxiii. 51. 

his defective geography, 69. 

was abreast of contemporary 
science, xxiii. 52, 126 n. 

literal interpreter of Scripture, 
xiv. 10 1 n. 



Basil, his natural disposition, xvii. 
xviL n., xviii. xx. xxv. xxvL 
xxxii. 

as the metropolitan, 196, 202 
n., XX. xxi. sq,.f xxvii. 

description of himself and 
habits, xvii. xviii. xxxi. 207, 
244, 245, 262 sq., 285, 292, 
295. 

origin of his bad health, xvii 
xviii. 

always in sickness and com- 
plaining, xiii. xvU. xviii. 132, 

134. 136, 153, 158, 161, 170, 
184, 188, 200, 201, 202, 203, 
204, 215, 233, 234, 236, 240, 
241, 253, 255, 259, 288, 306. 

visited Syria and Egypt, xviL 
X09. 

was at Alexandria, 109. 

visited the Holy Land, xvii. 145 
n., 148 n. 

retired to Pontus, xvii. xviii. 
xix. no, 115 n., 124, 142 n., 
154 n. 

lived at Annesi, xiv. xv. xvii. 
112. 

story of the robbery at Annesi, 
112. 

inclined to Stoicism and abste- 
miousness, xvii. lii. n., 113, 

143- 
promoted asceticism and mo- 

nasticism, lii. n. 

presided over a coenobium, 
xvii. lie n. 

went to Gregory Naz., xv. xvi. 
xviii. xxv. 115 n., 116, 167 n. 

was attacked by Eustathius, 
124 n. 

reproached Athanasius of An- 
cyra for misjudging, ly^ 

131. 
wished to visit Samosata, 132, 

134, 136 n., 202,215. 
was much opposed, xxii. xxiii. 

xxv. XXX. 134, 154, 159, 167, 

170, 184, 193, 196, 197, 198. 

199, 228, 229, 241 sq,, 255, 

262 sq^ 285 sq, 
was much written to, xxix. 136^ 

158, 209 sq, 
was written to by Julian, xix. 

141, 142. 
replied and upbraided the 

Emperor, 142, 143. 
his letters, 109 sq. 
list of correspondents, xxix. 
came from Pontus to help 

Eosebius at Caesarea, xx. 

152 n. 
why he left Caesarea, xix. 154 n. 
estrangement from Eusebius 

his bishop, xx. 
how elected to Caesarea, xxi. 

xxii. 152 n. 
his designs for peace to the 

church, XX. xxi. 159 n., 173 

sq,, 196, 241, 242. 
his relation to Dianius, xviii. 

154. 
was opposed by his suffragans, 

xxii. 159 n., 167. 
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Basil wished reconciliation with his 

uncle Gregory, i6o, i6i, 
quarrelled with Gregory Naz., 

xvii. XX. XXV. xxvi. xxvii. 167, 

167 n., 250 n. 
defended the language of 

Gregory Thaum., 250, 250 n., 

251. 
was called Homoousiast, 269, 

288. 
avoided calling the Holy Ghost 

God, xxiii. 278. 
had troubles at Nicopolis, 196. 
his efforts for the Nicopolitans, 

xxvii. 286 sq. 
stood by the one Nicene faith, 

xix. 194, 195, 245, 292. 
appealed to Rome and the 

West, xxii. xxx. 177. 
his replies from the West slow 

and cautious, xxx. 
his influence felt by even the 

Emperors, xx. xxiii. xxiv. 
was denounced to the gover- 
nor, xxi. 
was congratulated by Athan* 

asius when made bishop, 

xxii. 
his hospital and works of 

charity, xx. xxi. 
pleaded on behalf of the or- 
phans, 173, 174. 
defamed for reticence on the 

Holy Ghost, xxiii. xxiii n. 
in contact with Valens, xix. sq. 
invited to pray over Valens* 

son, xxiv. XXV. 
opposed the division of Cappa- 

docia, XXV. xxvi. 
consecrated the Gregories to 

Nyssa and Sasima, xxv. 169 

n. 
handed on the truths from 

Gregory Thaum., 243 n., 245. 
his connection with Atarbius 

of Neocaesarea, xxviii. 
was suspected of Sabeflianism, 

xxviii. 
disavowed Apollinarianisra, 

xxvii. 197, 199, 264 sq.f 286. 
his efforts for Qiesarea, xx. xxi. 

169, 170, 171. 172, 173, 243, 

244, 245. 
appealed to Athanasius, xxii. 

163, 164, 165, 171, 172,245. 
often was slandered and mis- 
represented, xxvii. sq.f 198, 

199, 241 sq,^ 262 sq., 285 sq. 
accused of heresies, 228 sq., 

243 59- 
wrote in exculpation, 180, 243 

sq.^ 287 sq. 
visited Armenia and wished to 

provide bishops, xxvii. 183, 

184. 
acted in Armenia as Metropoli- 
tan, 184. 
was opposed by Gregory of 

Nyssa, 184 n., 228 n. 
called Atarbius to account for 

disorders, 196, 243 n. 
had connection with the Semi- 

arians, xvii. xviii. xx. 243. 



Basil claimed investigation, 243-5, 

246-8, 267 sq. 
was summoned to the court by 

the heretics, 253. 
his connection and quarrel with 

Eustathius, xxvii. 
was in communion with Eusta- 
thius, xviii. 180, 180 n., 183, 

196 n. 
conferred at Nicopolis with 

Eustathius, xxvii. 183. 
was slandered by Eustathius, 

xxvii. sq., 198, 241, 248 sq., 

268 sq., 288. 
defended himself against Eus- 
tathius, xxvii. 262 sq., 26jsq., 

285 sq. 
his position with respect to 

Meletius, 295. 
sought explanation with So- 

phronius, 309. 
was maintained out of the 

family estates, 137. 
retained his proprietorship, xvii. 

"3- 
his friendships, xxvui. 

his death and funeral, xxxi. 

xliv. 
estimate of Basil, xxxi. xxxii. 
gives no information on public 

events, xxxi. 
probably not understood or 

appreciated, xxxi. 
his personal appearance, xxiv. 
his own medical treatment, 

xxxi. 201, 202, 223. 
his commemoration 'and relics, 

xxxii. 
his statue in St. Paul's, London, 

xxxii. 
his writings, xxxii. sq. 
his Homilies and Exegesis, 

xliv. sq. 
G)mmentary on Isaiah doubt- 
ful, xlix. 
Ascetic and Moral Treatises, 

1. li. 
Rules for religious guidance, 

lii. sq. 
Homilies, Iv. sq, 
his lost writings, Ixxiii. 
editions and MSS., Ixxiv. sq. 
Basil, had letter from Basil of Gesa- 

rea, 293. 
Basil, bishop of Raphanea, xv. 
Basilides, bishop of Gangra, 268, 268 

n., 291. 
Basilius, S. Basil's father, xiii. 
Basilius, friend of Eustathius and 

opposed to Basil, 192. 
Bassus, signed the letter to the West, 

perhaps Barses bishop of 
Edessa, 177 n. 
Bat, the, 99. 

Bear finds its specific and cure, 113. 
Beauty in nature, 71, 89, 90. 

a testimony to God, 82. 
Becket, Thomas h, his murder and 

canonisation, xix. n. 
Bede, as commentator, 5 1 . 
Bees, their habits and commonwealth, 

97- 



Bees, highly praised in Scripture, 97, 
Beginning, as used by St. John, 8. 

as belonging to all things, 

53» 54. 55- 
its moral significance, 55. 

Begotten, an unwelcome term, 116. 
as a theological idea, is out- 
side human reason, 156. 
Belief as related to knowledge, 274, 

275- 
Beneans, letter to the, 260. 

were disposed towards 

peace, 260. 

Bianor, presbyter, blamed for his 

oath, 236. 

Binding and loosing, 258, 258 n. 

Birds, their place in the creation, 96 

sq. 

a connecting link, 96. 

their forms and habits, 96, 97, 

98, 99, 100. 

great variety of, 96, 97, 100. 

nearly all may be tamed, 97. 

aquatic, their forms and habits, 

100. 

as moral teachers, 100. 

had the same origin as the 

fishes, 228. 

Bishops, do not impose taxes, 324. 

were driven from their sees, 

294. 

are sometimes objects of 

contempt, 280, 282. 

care should be exercised in 

their selection, 232. 

a court of appeal and 

justice, 244,, 250. 

were sometimes appointed 

before baptism, 255 n. 

those of Italy anil Gaul 

were addressed by Basil, 

177. 

Bithus, or Vitus, of Carrhae, signed 

the letter to the West, 177. 

Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, 

44. 

B. V. M., slur on her faith, 299, 

299 n. 

Body, the celestial, 66. 

Boethus, bp., signed the letter to the 

West, 177. 

Bosporius, bp., of Colonia, 154 n., 204. 

friend of Basil and of 

Gregory Naz., 154 n. 

letter to, 154. 

Botany, teachings on, 76-9. 

Breathing upon the face, 25 n. 

Britain, isle of, 73. 

Britons, 87. 

Brutes, how they differ from man, 95, 

95 n. 

how they show their instincts, 

103. 

Burial, in baptism, 21. 

Cabbage, pickled, as a diet, 223, 

223 n. 
Csesarea in Cappadocia, its archie- 
piscopate, xv. 152, 159. 
in trouble, 159, 159 n., 169, 
r 170, 241, 241 n. 248 sq. 

church and hospital at, xxL 
sq, 180, 180 n., 208. 
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Canarea at the deposition of Elias 
the governor. i8i. 
its relation to the early life 

of Basil, xiv. xv. xx. xxi, 
identification of its site, xxi. 
its position as a city, xxiv.n. 
suffered from the Carnival 
indulgences, IxiL n. 
Csesarius, letter to, 131. 
his life, 131 n. 
his executory caused Greg- 
ory Naz. much trouble, 

US- 
Cain, a question upon his punish- 
ment, 296-8. 
Calendar, the Julian, and its adjust- 
ments, 87 n. 
the Greek, 87. 
Callisthenes, friend of Basil, 167, 168. 
letter to, 168. 
had been set upon by 
slaves, 168. 
Cal3rpso*s island, 124. 
Camel, a type of revenge, 95. 
Canaan, why made a servant, 32. 
Canal through Egypt, 73. 

difference of level imagined as 

an obstacle, 73. 
the Suer, 73 n. 
Candidianus, governor of Cappadocia 
letter to, 1 1 2. 
friend of Basil and Greg- 
ory, 112 n. 
praised for his open 
courts, 265 n. 
Canonicse, 1^5 n., 219 n. 

distinguished from nuns 

and deaconesses, 210 n. 
questions as to mamage, 

155 n. 
calumnies regarding, 155. 
letter to, 155, r/! 219. 
Cappadoda, its division opposed by 
Basil, 168, 169, 170, 
182. 
abounded with altars 
and martyr memorials, 
241 n. 
persecutions in, xxiii. 

261, 261 n. 
oppressed by Basil, xxiii. 
divided by Val ens, xxiii. 

XXV. 

why it remained so ortho- 
dox, xxix. n. 
Cappadocians, character of the, 153, 

several sent by Basil 
to Libanius. 320 sq. 
"the three Cappado- 
cians," xiv. 
Captivity, ransoming from, 166. 
Carthusian silence, 128 n. 
Caspian sea, 74. 
Catacombs, rearranged by Pope 

Damasus, xxxii. n. 
Cataphrygian, 223 n. 
Catechumen, one for baptism blessed, 

42. 
his name registered, 1 7. 
the renunciation and 

professions of faith, 

17 n. 



Cathari, followers of Novatian, 223, 
223 n. 
their baptism, 223. 
were schismatics, 224. 
Catholics, persecuted by Arians, 152 n. 
Cattle, prone by nature, 102, 104. 
their digestive organs, 104. 
Caucasus, Mount, 68. 
Causality, 56 n., 92 n. 
Cause, four kinds of, 4 n. 

six given by Basil, 4 n. 
the Supreme, 5, 56, 68. 
voluntary in God, 56, 59, 60. 
Celebration of Eucharist at home 

forbidden, 236 n. 
Celts, 69. 
Censitor, letter to, 318. 

as assessor of taxes, his 
work unpleasant, 173 n^ 

3'8. 
Censure, gentleness in, 1 11. 

Cetaceans, produced from the water, 

90,91. 
Chalcis, letter to the people of, 261. 
Chaldaean star-reading, 84, 85, 93. 
Chamanene, 175. 
Chance did not create the world, 55, 

92 n. 
XapoKviip^ 14 n. 
Chariot with three riders, 233. 
Charity, administration of, 208. 
Chastity, how honoured, 257 n. 
Xeip6ypa<lKW, 17 n. 
XeipoTouTfTf/, k x^tpoTovifirj, 231 n. 
Children, on what condition admitted 

into monasteries, lii. liv. 
Chilo, disciple of Basil, letter to, 143. 
Chinese silk, 100. 
Choaspes, 68. 

Chorepiscopus, 130, 156 n., 157, 205, 

210, 268, 31?;. 
his duties under the 

bishop, xxi. 157. 
his district, 315 n. 
if accused of simony, 

156, 157. 
had charge of the 
hospital, xxi. 
Chosroes, bishop, signed the letter to 

the West, 177. 
Chremetes, 69. 
Chrism, only if blessed, 42. 
Christ, names and terms applied to 
Him, II, 12. 
His incarnation for us, 12, 21. 
His glory in redemption, 1 1. 
as the Word, 24. 
His body real and not as a 

spirit, 7. 
bore witness to purity of life, 

34, 122. 
His body in the nnity of the 
Spirit, 38. 
« to be glorified with the saints, 

41. 

to be our judge, 10. 

if neither honoured nor feared, 
48. 

held by Arians as only a titular 
deity, 49. 

His Eternal Generation, 13. 

His incarnation true and per- 
fect, 10^ 21, 104 n. 



Christ, purpose of His incamatioii, 
21, 104 n. 
the image of God, 15. 
His pattern life for m|Lii*t per- 
fection, 21, 104 n. 
perfect as oar pattern, 21. 
His relation to birdi sin, 104 a. 
Hisoeconomy, 117. 
is God, 117, 138. • 

interpretation of his woidii 

122 n. 
He made all things, 138. 
Saviour, with the sinner to 

return, 147, 152. 
the pattern of duty, xxxix. 241. 
His self-limitation, 276 n. 
His Not-knowing discussed, 

xxxviii. 276, 277. 
our Redeemer, 300. 
His prayer in the Agony, 

xxxix. 
His brethren, xli. n. 
Himself the Vine, xxxix. 
XptarifiTropoi, 282 n. 
Qiristians, made such in baptism, 18. 
some apostatise, 17, 294. 
proper Christian behav- 
iour, 127 sf^ 284, 290^ 
294. 
unworthy, have no good 

from the name, 239. 
made on the pattern of 

Qirist, 241, 294. 
some only traffickers in 

Christ, 282. 
all require fortitude in 
their calamities, Ixii. 
Christmas and Epiphany, xxiv.n., 

272 n. 
Xptaro^6vot^ 16 n. 
Chrysippus of Tarsus, J4. 
Chrysostom, his death m exile, 284 n. 
Church, one body in Christ, 39^ 189, 
211,241,242, 245, 283. 
preserves the tradition of 
^ teaching, 40 sq^ 132. 
like a battle field, 48, 290. 
like a battle at sea in a tem- 
pest, 48, 242, 282. 
V pictured in Basil's experi- 
ence, 48, 49, 50, 178, 2l6^ 
294. 
an object of beauty, 75, 216. 
her public worship, 75. 
fjslling into a worse condition, 
163. 178, 189, 190,268, 280. 
her nnity most desirable, 189, 

190,211, 241, 242, 245. 
persecuted in Egypt, 203, 

its picture in peace, 216. 
as Catholic, 224, 245, 283. 
in schism, 223, 224. 
funds and treasures of, 267. 
only one communion in, 245, 

283. 
in persecution, 268, 280, 

281 sq., 290, 294. 
her mutual sympathy, 282, 

283. 
her assemblies deserted 

through persecution, 284, 

290^294. 
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Church, her authority, 3^3t 3^4* 

her ministrations described, 

285, 290. 
officially recognised, xiv. 

Church-building with relics of mar- 

tyrs, 153. 

claim against civil authority, 

Circles, seven in the heavens, 66. 
Circumincession, 139. 
Circus, its customs, 81. 
Cleanthes of Assos, 54 n. 

acts of an admirer, 113. 
Lydian Stoic, 113 n. . 
Qement, bp. of Rome, gives the story 

of the Phoenix, 45, 52. 
Clergy, a court of appeiu and justice, 
244. 
may be slandered, 244. 
how penanced, 218, 236, 238, 

257- 
may turn traitors, 294. 

Qerical, duties to the world, 180, 236. 
guides and escorts, 180 n., 

c/, 236. 
exemptions, 186. 
crafts, 235 n., 236. 
discipline, 236, 238. 
degradation for offences, 218, 
239. 257, 257 n. 
Clinias a follower of Pythagoras, 

Ixvii. 
Cock, his early watchfulness, 100. 
Coenobiura, its size and arrangements, 

liv. 
Collyridian heretics, Ixxi. n. 
Colonia in Armenia, letters to clergy 
and magistrates, 270. 
troubles in the church, 270, 
271. 
Commentariensis of prisons, letter to, 

3U' 
Communion, holy, received four times 

a week, 179. 

taken privately in per- 
secution, 179. 

taken by the solitaries in 
the desert, 1 79. 

reservation practised in 

Egypt, 179. 

was received in the 

hand, 179. 
different kinds of, 198, 

198 n. 
" communion of the 
good thing," 256. 
Communism, how limited in the early 

church, 208 n. 
Conception, the immaculate, 99. 

natural illustrations, 99, 
99 n. 
Confession in baptism, 16, 17. 
Congregation, how and when unlaw- 
ful, 223, 224. 
Conjurors and their bad influence, 73. 
Consolations, to bereaved parents, I T3, 

114, 115. 
in Christian faith and 

hope, 184, 185. 
to a church losing its 

bbhop, 132, 133. 
to bp. Elpidius on losing 
his grandson, 246. 



Consolations to churchmen in trouble 

for the church, 281. 
to a widow losing her 
husband, 308. 
Constans, the Emperor, 49 n. 
Constantine, the Emperor, 218 n. 
Constantinople, its situation, 109 n. 

its ecclesiastical con- 
dition, 153, 153 n. 
its council of AS). 
360, 287 n., 292. 
Contemplation, its place and vsdue, 

122. 
Continency honoured, IxviL 257. 

letter upon, 326. 
Conversation, a matter of tact and 

skill. III. 
rules for, ill. 
Corydala, identitied, 259. 
Council, of Nicsea ( A.D. 325), 41 n., 
123, 154, 155, 158, 172, 
176. 189, 190, 194. 
of Constantinople (A.D. 

38O, 17 n- 
of Ephesus(A.D. 431), 46 n. 

of Chalcedon (A.D. 451), 

220 n. 

of Alexandria (A.D. 362), I. 

of Ajicyra (A.D. 314), xxx. 

156 n. 

(A.D. 358), xviii. 

302, 302 n. 

(A.D. 375), 249 

n. 

of Antioch (A.D.'264, 269), 

155 n. 

(A.D. 363), 48 n. 

of Ariminum (A.D. 359) > 

xviii. 20. 
of Constantinople (A.D. 

360), XX. 123 n., 154 n., 

287 n., 291 n. 
of Cyzicus (A.D. 376), 287 n. 
of lUyricum (A.D. 375?;, 

xxx. 147 n., 157 n. 
of Lampsacus (A.D. 365), 

XX. 123 n., 264, 264 n., 

268 n.. 287 n., 291, 292. 
of Laodicea (A.D. 375), 

157 n., 236 n., 238 n. 
of Neo-Csesarea (AJ3. 314), 

156 n. 

of Nicaea TA.D. 787), 326 n. 
of Nike (A.D. 359), xviii. 

115 n., 123 n., 154 n. 
of Paris (A.D. 360), xix. 
of Sai'agossa (A.D. 380), 

179 n. 
of Seleucia (A.D. 359)1 xviii. 

292, 302. 
in Sicily (A.D. 367), 269 n. 
of Trent (A.D. 1545-63), 

41 n. 
Trullan (A.D. 680), 236 n., 

237 n., 239 n. 
of Tyana (A.D. 366), xx. 

269, 287 n., 302. 
of Zela (A.D. 418), 292. 
Country people handing on traditions, 

to n. 
Crab, its cunning and habits, 91. 

its moral teaching, 91. 
Crane, its habits, 98. 



Creation, its order, 23, 52 sf^ 59, 72, 
81, 82, 92 n., 94. 
by the Three Persons, 23, 

121. 
as only a change, 31, 95 n. 
of heaven and earth, 52 sg. 
in divine wisdom, 55, 58, 

59, 60, 80, 81, 88, 94. 
in essence and form, 60, 

95 n. 
was good, 63, 68, 71, 75, 

81. 
was beautiful, 72, 75. 
an object worthy of study, 

81 s^., 94. 
not by chance, 92 n., 102. 
Creator, God, 53 s^., 103. 

Demiurge of the world, 54* 
is ever present with His 
creation, 103. 
Creed, an Arian, 4 n., 366. 

of Aetiusanci Euzoius, xxxiv. n. 

of Ancyra, 288. 

of Antioch (Dedication), xx. 

288 n. 
of Ariminimi, 49 n., 115 n., 
123 n., 154 n., 287 n., 288 n. 
of Constantinople, 288, 288 n. 
of Cyzicus, 288. 
of Eunomius, xxxiv. 
of Lampsacus, 288. 288 n. 
of Nicsea, 154, 178, 189 n., 

190, 194, 195, 204. 
ofNike, 288, 288n. 
of Seleucia, 288. 
** Sirmian blasphemy," xviiL 
from Basil's De Fide^ li. 
the Macrostich, 8 n., 49 n. 
multiplicity of Arian creeds, 
48 n., 49 n., 288 n., 289. 
Criticbm, rules for, 244. 
Croesus, anecdote on, 189. 
Cross, signing with, a tradition, 41. 

prefigured by the serpent on 

the pole, 20. 
its syml)o1, a favourite and 
frequent study, xlix. 
Crow, its habits. 98, 99. 
Crustaceans produced from the water, 

90. 
Custom, unwritten, its force, 213. 
Cyprian, on heretical baptism, 17 n. 
Cyriacus at Tarsus, letter to, 190. 
Cyriacus, presbyter, 227, 227 n. 

with letter commendatory, 
308, 309. 
Cyril, bp. of Alexandria, 4 n. 

anathemas against Nestorius, 16. 
was condemned by Eastern 
council, 292 n. 
Cyril, Armenian bishop, reconciled by 

Basil, xxvii. 184, 193. 
Cyrus friendly to Croesus, 189. 

£iatin6viov fiernifi^pivdv, liii. n. 
Damas, martyr, xix. 220 n , 292. 
Damasus, bp. of Rome, xxxii. 153 n., 

253 n., 306. 
letter probably to, 1 66, 1 66 n. 
asked on behalf of Antioch, 

166, 253 n., 306. 
rearranged the catacombs^ 

xxxii. 
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Damasus, his important synodical let- 
ter, xliv. 
Daphnus, bishop, signed the letter to 

the West, 177. 
Darkness at the Creation, 60, 62, $2' 
symbol of evil, 61. 
not a power opposed to 

good, 61. 
only a condition, 62, 83. 
separated from light, 83. 
Darnel, a true grain, its syml>olism, 78. 
Darwin, his theories on natural law, 

76 n. 
David's kingdom did not fail, 277. 
Day, word used of creation, 64, 65, 72. 
how used in solitude, iii. 
spoken of by Christ, 118, 119. 
the Lord's, 179. 
Dazizus, letter to, published every- 
where, 287. 
Deacon, one used as messenger, 168. 
distinct degree, 217, 218 n. 
punished fur fornication, 225. 
Deaconess, how to be penanced, 239. 
Dead are returned to the Lender, 1 14. 
Dearth at Caesarea, 132, 134. 
Death, consolations on, 1 14, iS7i 219, 

307. 314. 
its anticipation to a fallen 

virgin, 151. 

Decomposition of meat in moonlight, 

88, 88 n. 

Demiurge of the Universe, 54. 

Democritus of Abdera, an atomist, 

53 n- 
taught of many heavens 

and worlds, 66 n. 
Demoniacal influences, xlix. xlix. n. 
Demons, Gregory had power over, 47. 
Demophilus, Arian bp. of Constan- 
tinople, 153, 153 n. 
Demosthenes, Vicar of Pontus, letter 

to, 267. 
notes on his life, xxv. 

xxvii. 267 n. 
summoned heretical 
synod in Galatia, 
267 n., 279. 
" fat sea monster," 
perhaps also " old 
muleteer," 272. 
violent against the 
Church, xxviL xxx. 
279. 
acts against the church 

in Nicopolis, 279. 
was against Gregory at 
Nyssa, xxx. 
Demosthenes, Valens* cook, xxiv. 
Demosthenes, story of him as Chora- 

gus, 112. 
Deposition from the ministry, xxxiii. 

257. 387. 388. 
Deprivation of the ministry, 21S. 
^ijaepSpuVf deaeprdpuVf latinisms, 

307 n. 
Desertion by the husband or by the 

wife, 239. 
Design in creation, 54, 55, 60, 63, 68, 
82, 100, 102. 
argument from, 80 n., 81, 82. 
Destruction and palingenesis, 70. 
Devils, said to enjoy rich feasts, xlix. 



Devils, promoters of phjrsical evils, 

Ixv. 
Dew, whence produced, 88, 88 n. 
Aui, its grammatical force, 117 n. 
^tdfio^, 121 n., 242 n., 243 n. 
^laKoafit/iJtg, how used, 12 n. 
Dianius, bp. uf Capp. Caesarea, 45 n., 
204 n., 288. 
baptized and possibly or- 
dained Basil, xvi. xviii. 
45 n., 115 n. 
signed the creed of Arimi- 
nuin, xviii. 45 n., 115 n., 
154, 154 n., 204 n. 
spoken kindly of, by Basil, 

XV. 45 n., 154, 155. 
was succeeded by Eusebius, 

152 n. 
admired and loved by Basil, 

XV. xviii. 
quarrelled and was recon- 
ciled with Basil, xviii. 
his death. 154 n. 
Didymus, blind master at Alexandria, 
xliv. 
borrowed from by some 
fathers, xliv. xliv. n. 
Digamy and its general discipline, 
225, 228, 237, 238. 
excludes from the ministr}', 
228. 
Dilemma proposed by the Arians, 

xxxvi. 
Diocese, also a civil division, 292, 

292 n. 
Diodorus, bp. of Tarsus, 200 n. 

his writings destroyed by 

the Arians, 200 n. 
account of his services, etc., 
286 n. 
Diodorus, presbyter, 183, 286, 286 n. 

letter to, 200. 
Diogenes, acts of an admirer of, 113. 
\AioiKti(nCt a jurisdiction, 292 n. 
Dionysius, bp. of Alexandria, 45, 
166 n., 223, 223 n., 
224. 
called the Great, 45 n., 

224. 
his orthodoxy doubtful, 

45 n., 122, 223. 
approved by Basil, 45 n. 
on heresy and schism, 
223, 224. 
Dionysius, bp. of Corinth, 166 n. 
Dionysius, bp. of Rome, 45, 123 n., 

166, 166 n. 
Dionysius, the Areopagite, 62. 
Dionysius, renamed at baptism, 124, 

124 n. 
Dionysius of Milan, held as martyr, 

. 179 n-» 235. 
his relics wanted back to 

Milan, 234 n., 235. 
value put upon his relics, 

235- 
Diotimus at Limyra, 259. 

tg K(uiu3ij Odvarog^ 223 n. 

DiscipHna arcaniy 42, 45. 

suitable for the church's 

condition, 202. 

Discipline in the church, 109, 157, 

225 sq,, 313, 314. 



Discipline regarding fitness of candi- 
dates, 157. 
examination and election, 

"57. 
presentation to- the bishop 

for ordination, 157. 

Divination and diviners. 221, 249. 

Divorce for fornication, 227. 

Doara, bishopric in Cappadoda, 

xxvi. 272 n. 

its church in trouble, xxvi. 

272, 280. 

Docetism, 300 n. 

Dog, his reasoning powers, 104, 

104 n. 

his fidelity, and a moral 

teacher, 104. 

Lv/fM, distinguished from Kf/pnyfio^ 

30 n., 32 n., 41 n., 42. 

decree, or ordinance, 41 n. 

doctrine, secondary sense, 

41 n. 

venerable in hoary antiquity, 

45- 
as applicable to a heretical 

tenet, 252 n., 300 n. 
Domitianus, friend of Basil, 188, 189. 
Domninus, a brother, carries letter to 
Barses, 303. 
the name common, 303 n. 
Dorotheus, deacon, 164, 165, 166, 
I73» "75.382. 
to be sent on a message 
to Rome, 164 jy., 175. 
attached to Meletius at 
Antioch, 165, 175,211. 
sent by Basil to Athan- 
asius, 165, 166, 282 n. 
brings message from the 

West, 2S0, 306. 
had his corn carried off, 

'74. 175- 
Dorotheus, foster brother of Basil, 

held tenancy under Basil, xvii. 

DorotheiLS, the presbyter, letter to, 

254. 
bears a letter from Basil, 
285. 
Doxology, form of the, 3, 37, 43, 44, 
45» 46, 58, 65, 71, 76, 
81, 89, loi, 107, 146, 
177, 250. 
has no written authority, 

44. 
used at the lighting of the 
lamps, 46. 
Dracontius unwillingly made bishop, 

227 n. 
Dreams used for divination, 249, 251. 
Dress and dressing important, 112. 

yet only subordinate, Ixviii. 
Drunkenness pictured and denounced, 

Ixiv. 
Dry land, its meaning in Genesis, 74. 
Dryness, a quality of earth, 75. 
Dualism, 27 n., 60, 61, 239 n. 
At)i'd//f/C as translated, 25 n., 38. 
Dying unbaptized, 1 7. 

Eagle, its habits, 99. 

Elarth created, 53 sq,, 66, 72, 76, loi. 

its essence unattainable, 56. 

how supported, 57. 
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Earth floating like wood on water, 

57. 57 n- 
rooted in infinity, 57, 57 n. 

in rotation, 57 n. 

sustained by the Creator's 

power, 57, 95. 
reasons given for its immo- 

bility, 57. 
in the centre of the Universe, 

57, 68. 
was invisible and unfinished, 

59, 60, 61, 72. 
waiting for the Creator's order, 

60,95. 
by the Creator's fiat, 60, 72, 

76, 95- 
fertile by Divine command, 76, 

95- 
must ** bring forth " and " after 

its kind," 76, 77, 95, loi, 
102. 
its products objects of grati- 
tude, 77. 
produced germs, 78, 95. 
was condemned in her pro- 
ducts, 78. 
still producing living creatures, 

102. 
some questions as to its shape, 
loi. 
East, prayer towards, a tradition, 41. 

its meaning, 42. 
Eastern Church, and Western in sym- 
pathy, xviii. sq,^ xxx. 163, 
164, 176, 177, 282 sq., 

305- 
condition pictured, 176, 282. 

its imjx)rtance in the fourth 

century, xiv. 
interested in Meletius and 

Antioch, 164, 165, 166, 

^75. 
appeals to the West, xxx. 

177, 282 j^. 

Eastern Council, 292 n. 

Ecdicius bp. of Parnassus, 162 n., 

268, 268 n., 280. 

succeeded Hypsis, 162 n. 

held in much contempt by 

Basil, 280 n. 

Echinades, 125. 

'ExOpoi, perhaps Arians, 214 n. 

Economy, of Christ as the Son of God, 

118 [see oiKovSfiia'], 

as used in preaching, xxiii. 

xxiii. n. 

Education gradual in nature and 

grace, 21. 

how regarded by Basil, 

Iviii. Ixv. 

'Eyfuuv 'ZeSaareiac, who? 318, 318 n. 

Egypt imagined lower than Red Sea, 

73- 
persecutions in, 203, 303, 304, 

305- 
Egyptian Gulf, 91. 

ascetics, 247. 

KiKuv, its right use as an illustration, 

28 n. 

'Exdeaig T^f iriaTeug of Gregory 

Thaum., 250 n. 

of Eunomius, xxxiii. 

Elements, as created, 56. 



Elements of the earth, their number, 
58, 116, 116 n. 
in composition, 58. 
the theories of Greek phil- 
osophers on, 116 n. 
Elephant, its form and habits, 105. 

used in war, 105. 
Eleusinius, "the reverend," 171. 
Eleusius, bp. of Cyzicus, deposed, 

xxxiii. 
Eleuthera, a widow, 123 n, 
Elias, governor, xxi. 173 n., 174 n., 
179. 
removed from office at Csesarea, 

180, iSi. 
letters possibly to, 173, 174, 175. 
Elpidius, intruding bishop of Amasia, 

291, 291 n. 
Elpidius, bishop, letter to, 245, 246. 
consolatory from Basil, 246. 
unknown, 245 n. 
lost his grandson, 246. 
Elpidius (or Helladius), written to by 
Basil, 162. 
" My worthv brother," " our 
venerable friend," 162, 171. 
capable in administration, 

171. 

brother and deacon, 202. 
messenger from the Synod 
of Illyria, xxx. 
Embolismus, 28 n. 
Emmelia, how much to Basil, 114 n. 
his mother, xiii. 134, 134 n. 
erected a chapel at Annesi, 

xiv. 
her death, xxi. 
Empedokles, thought the earth 

rotated, 57 n. 
thought the sea was 
the earth's sweat, 
70 n. 
on elements, 116 n. 
Encratitse, 224, 239, 240 n., 277. 
Envy reproved, Ixiv. 
Ephrem Syrus, if referred to by Basil, 

63 n. 
Epicurean doctrine of Aireipia KdafuuVj 

66 n. 
Epilepsy and demoniacal influence, 

xlix. xlix. n. 
*Emvifir^i^, its later use, 157 n., 

158 n. 
Epiphanius, bp. of Salamis, xliv. i, 
294, 294 n. 
letter to, 294. 
his writings and travels, 

294 n. 
his Ancoratus issued, 
xl. xl. n. 
Epiphany, xxiv. n., 272 n. 
Episcopate, discretion required for, 

232. 
Erasmus, on the Arians, 16 n. 

held back from publishing 
Basil's Commentary, 1. 
Erinnys, a fury, 125 n. 
Essence, as distinct from Person, 5 n., 
229, 274 sq,f 278 [see 
Hypostasis] . 
difficult to discuss and define, 

56, 274 sq, 
its discussion onedifying, 56. 



Essence of heaven and earth, 56, 
57, j8. 60. 
if equal to Substance, 117. 
the same in Father and Son, 

117, 229. 
like in, without any differ- 
ence, 123. 
do we know it? 274, 275, 
276. 
Eternal Generation, 13 n. [see Son |. 
Eternity more glorious than time, 82. 
Ether, 63 n. 
Ethiopia, 69. 
Eucharist, as avciMt^i^^ 41, 41 n. 

notes from Basil upon,lxxiii. 
exclusion from, as penance, 

237, 238, 239, 240. 
explanation in, 118. 
Eudemus, bp. at Patara, 259. 
Eudoxius, Arian, xxxiii. 3 n., 2S7, 
290 n., 291. 
his teaching to be enquired 

into, 3 n. 
made bishop of Constanti- 
nople, xxxiii. 153 n. 
deposed by the Semi- 
arians at Lampsacus, 
268 n. 
his death, 268 n. 
Eudoxius, of Germanicia, xviii. 8 n., 
49 n. 
favoured the Arian Aetius, 

xviii. 
appropriated the see of 
Antioch, xviii. 357. 
Euippius, xxiv. 165. 

against Meletius' party, 

xxiv. 165, 287. 
Basil separates from him, 

197, 280, 287. 
a deposed bishop, yet conse- 
crates another. 387, ^'^S. 
the children and grand- 
children of, 288. 
his see unknown, 288 n. 
an Acacian, xxiv. 291. 
inconsistencies in his posi- 
tion and parties, 291. 
Eulalius, bp. of Amasia, extruded, 

291 n. 
Eulancius, letter to, 248. 
Eulogius, Egyptian bishop, letter to 

him in exile, 303. 
Eunathius, commended to Sophronius, 

221. 
Eunomians used one immersion in 

baptism, 17 n. 
Eunomi-Eutychians baptized into the 

name of Christ, 17 n. 
Eunomius, bp. of Cyzicus, Anomcean, 
xxxiii. 3 n., 4 n., 125 n. 
Arian leader, 16 n. 
made only one immersion 

in baptism, 22 n. 
written against by Basil, 
xix. xxxiii. sq.^ 33 n^ 
48 n., 127, 
his Liber Apologeticm 
criticised by Basil, xxxiii. 
125 n. 
his life and history, xxxiii. 
Eupaterius and his daughter, letter 
to, 212. 
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Euphemius and his wife, friends of 

Basil, 2IO. 
EuphroniuSy bp. of Colonia in Arme- 
nia, letter to, 234. 
removal to Nicopolis, 
why occasioned, 270, 
270 n.,271, 272. 
Eapsychius, martyr, commemorated, 
xix. xxiii. 184, 184 n., 
205, 240, 241, n., 292. 
feast of, 184 n., 220, 292. 
account of, xix. xix. n., 
292. 
Europe, 69. 

Eusebius, bp. of Csesarea, succeeded 
Dianius, xix. 152 n. 
possibly ordained Basil, 

152 n. 
was unbaptbed layman 
when elected, xix. 1 52 n. 
his election tumultuous, 

xix. 
promoted " per saltum," 

xix. 
quarrelled with Basil, xx. 
Eusebius, bp. of G>nstantinople, 302. 
Eusebius, bp. of Samosata, 49 n., 192, 

307- 
as perhaps referred to by 

Basil, 63 n., 209, 221. 
notes of his life, 131 n., 

241 n. 
exiled to Thrace by Valens, 
xxviii. xxix. 132 n., 192, 
217 n., 222, 222 n., 261 
n., 284 n. 
present at Basil's ordina- 
tion, 152 n. 
signed the letter to the 

West, 177, 192. 
friendly with Basil, xvii. 
xxvii. xxviii. 196, 197, 
202, 215. 
reckoned an Ariomaniac, 

306, 306 n. 
acted as mediator, xxv. 

xxvii. xxviii. 
was commended by Basil to 
Sophronius and Aburgius, 
221. 
his death, 132 n. 
letters to, 131, 135, 152, 
I53» »54, 180, 184, 187, 
196, 201, 202, 204, 205, 
215, 217, 235,279, 280, 
282, 307. 
Eusebius (unidentified), letter to, 308. 
probably a schoolfellow, 
308, 308 n. 
Eusebius of Nicomedia, 45 n. 
Eustathius Afer, translated the 
Hexaemeron into Latin, 51, 
56. 
Eustathius, bp. of Sebaste, xviii. xx. 
I, 3 n., II n., 171 n., 
182, 183, 194, 197, 
288. 
had from Basil a sum- 
mary of heresies, 16 n. 
disciple of Arius, 302. 
persistent heretic, xxvii. 
171 n., 194 sq., 252, 
286 Jf., 291, 302. 



Eustathius took part in the council 

at Lampsacus, xx. 
was opposed to Basil, 

xxvii. 1240., 198, 241, 

248. 
was in communion with 

Basil, xx^ 180 n., 

182, 183, 192, 194, 286.- 
his ascetic character 

admired by Basil, xviii. 

xxvii. 
his inconsistency of 

action, xxvii. xxx. 288, 

288 n., 29J. 
was banished, 3 n., 302. 
went to Rome on Semi- 

arian deputation, xx. 
his violence in Paphla- 

gonia, 291. 
was ordained by Her- 

mogenes, 302. 
was deposed by Euippius 

at Melitine, 291, 302, 

302 n. 
was expelled from Con- 
stantinople, 302. 
condemned the Ho- 

moousion at Lampsa- 
cus, XXX. 302. 
was at the council at 

Seleucia, 302. 
was restored to his see at 

the council at Tyana, 

302. 
. signed the letter to the 

West, 177. 
was leader of the Pneu- 

matomachi, 302. 
preached Sabellianism, 

304- 
procured the deposition 

of Gregory at Nyssa, 



account of his history, 
xviii. xxvii. n., 302. 
Eustathius, the philosopher, letter, 
109. 
called " presbyter of 

Antioch," 109 n. 
was special friend of 

Basil, 109. 
visited Egypt, Persia, 
and India, I sq.^ no. 
Eustochius mentioned by Basil, 168. 
Eutyches, a Cappadocian, 216, 216 n. 
Euxine Sea, 68, 69, 74, 92, 93. 
Euzoius, his place in Eustathius and 
Basil's quarrel, 265 n., 269, 
290 n. 
an Arian, 290 n. 
Evaesae, 291, 291 n., 311, 311 n. 

letter to the people to whom 

Basil relates his troubles, 

291. 

Evagrius, ordained by Eustathius, 

153". 

banished by Valens, 153 n. 

returned from Rome, 202. 

different from the histo- 
rian: his history, 202, 
202 n. 

consecrated bj Paulinus, 
202 n. 



Evagrius, letter to the presbyter 

Evagrius, 210. 
Evening and morning at the Crea- 
tion, 64. 
called one day, 64. 
symbolical meaning, 64. 
Evil and good in contact, 61 . 

not from Gbd, Ivii. 61. 

astrologers lay it on God, 86. 

from voluntary falls, 62, 86. 

its definition, 61. 
Evils, physical apart from moral, 62. 
Evolution, and by natural selection, 

96 n., 98 n. 
Examination of candidates for the 

ministry, 158. 
Examples in Scripture, iii. 
Exarch, his ecclesiastical pontion, 

292 n. 
Excommunication for a period, L 256^ 

313.314. . 

*E|^o;«)A4y)7<y/f, e^ofioh)'yovuevoc, peni- 
tential system, xlix. 257, 257 n., 
258 n. 

E«xegesis and its principles, xliv. sq. 
different schools of, xlv. 

Exucontians, xxxvii. n. 

Fable, the wolf and the lamb, 229. 

Ulysses and Scylla, 206. 
Faith, its relation to knowledge, 

274-6. 
Family, grief and consolation, 113, 
114. 
attachments, 144. 
authority and responsibility 
in the father, 32, 310. 
Famine, and exhortations upon, Ixiii. 
Farewell gift and amulet or charm, 46. 

the custom, 46 n. 
Fasting considered by Basil, Ixi. Ixii. 

commended by Basil, 148. 
Fate in human affairs, 97, 109, 1 10, 

276 n., 278. 
Father, human, hb power over a 

child, 32, 310. 
Father, in relation to Son and Spirit, 
XXXI V. sq., xxxviii. 3 sq., 

23 J^-» 3^ J^.. 45 ^9'f ''^ 
120, 137 sq., 186, 195, 

230,231, 251. 

the Creator, 15, 23. 

created through the Son, 15, 

138. >39- 
greater than the Son, xxxviii. 

120. 

Cause and origin, 120 n., 

138, 139. 
His Hypostatis, 141, 251. 
Faustinus, bp. of Iconium, 202, 214 n. 
Faustus, irregularly consecrated to 

Antioch, xxvii. 192, 193. 
Festus, letter to, 317. 
Fickleness and pliability to be 

avoided, 92. 
Fig tree, its cultivatfon and moral 

lesson, 80. 
Figures as used in Scripture, xlv. 9, 10. 
Fiiioque controversy, 30 n. 
Fire, necessary for the universe, 68^ 

69.74- 
spread in all the ether, 74. 

even in stones^ etc., 56. 
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Fire, its place in nature, 74, 75. 
Firmament, at the creation, 65. 

spherical and concave, 

67. 

a firm body and resist- 

ent, 67, 
its relation to the waters, 

67, 68. 
why called heaven, 70, 

99- 
Firmilianus, bp. of Caesarea, 47, 224. 

Firminius, young soldier, letter to, 
191. 
drew back from asceti- 
cism, 191. 
probably his answer in 
letter cxvii. 191. 
Firminus, friend of Libanius and 

Basil, 321. 
Firminus, perhaps father of a stu- 
dent, 321. 
Fishes, created from the water, 90. 

their animal economy, 90, 91. 
tamable or untamable, 90, 

90 n. 
their habits, 91, 92, 93, 94. 
their food, 91, 92, 93. 
their moral teaching, 90, 92, 

93.94- 
Flesh and blood, mystical sense of 

eating Christ's, 118. 
Florence, council of, 28 n. 
Food for preserving the health, 112. 
Forgiveness, its excellence, 189. 

question of, discussed, 

297-9. 
a virtue of the Pythag- 
oreans, 323. 
Form in matter, 38, 59, 60, 141. 
Fornication, hov/ penanced in canon- 
ical persons, 226, 256, 
256 n., 257, 257 n. 
by girls, 239. 
Forty martyrs of Sebaste, xiv. Ixx. 

Ixxi. Ixxi. n. 
their chapel 
and relics, 
xiv. 
their feast and 
commemo- 
r a t ion, 
Ixxi. n. 
Fox uses specifics, 103. 
Fronto, friend of Basil and a witness, 
196. 
consecrated to Colonia by 
the Semiarians, 270 n., 
279 n. 
severely censured by Basil, 

280. 
signed with Basil and others, 

xxvii. 286 n. 
succeeded Theodotus at Ni- 
copoli?, xxix. 
Fruit-trees produced, 78. 

many named, 78, 79. 
in their season, 124. 
Funeral to be allowed and expenses, 

3"9. 

Gabriel, how able to foretell, 24. 

Gadeira, 73. 

Gallus, emperor, xv. n* 



Gambling, under the devil's guidance, 

lOI. 

Gauls, and the church appealed to by 

the East, 383. - 
Geese defended Rome, 100. 
Gehazi gained only leprosy, 144. 
Gelasius got a creed from Basil's 

enemies, 266, 286 n. 
Generation, Eternal, of the Son, 13 n. 

[See Son]. 
Genesis, book of, and scientific 

knowledge, 52. 
Genethlius, presbyter, letter to, 265. 
Fcvj/rdf, yiwTfTo^, discussed, 39 n. 
rb yhnrrffia, xxxvi. n., xli. n. 
yiwrffia avdf^ntvov, Ixxi. n. 
ov ytvvTf(ia oAAd KriafM, xl. n. 
Getitleness in blame, 112 n. 

in demeanour, 112. 
Geographers before Basil's day, 69. 
George of Laodicea, xviii. 29 n., 

154 n. 
reconciled to 
the Aca- 
c i a n s , 
154 n. 
George, named in a letter, 232. 
George, bishop of unknown see, 291. 
Germination from the earth, 76. 
Glycerius, deacon, centre of disorders, 
xxvi. n., 217. 
account of his actions and 
scandal, xxix. Ixiv. 217, 
218. 
letter to, 218. 
God, the Creator, 52 s^,, 59, 60, 
65 sf,, 82, 106. 
Demiurge of the world, 54, 59. 
created by reason and design, 
55»56, 59. 65, 68,77,80,81, 
82, 100. 
is voluntary agent, 56. 
formed as He willed and 

thought, 6q, 65, 106. 
spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, 

62. 

command, voice, and such, 

express the will of God, 63, 

64, 81, 90, 102. 

made by God, and good, 63, 68. 

made the beautiful, 71, 81, 82, 

90, 102, 106. 
known and glorified in His 

works, 82, 93, 106, 114. 
an ever-present Providence, 

93. 102, 114, 115. 
the giver of instinct to ani- 
mals, 104. 
wiser and kinder than we are, 

no, 114. 
Great Steward of the Uni- 
verse, 112. 
true Consoler, 113, 114, 115, 

133. 137- 
one in Godhead, xxxiv.sg., 

229, 278. 
the mind part of God's image 

in man, 273. 
knowledge of God, what it is, 

xlu. 274, 275, 276. 
his essence, xxxiv. sq^ 274. 
truly incarnate, xxiiv. sg,, 300, 

301. 



God, not the author of evil, Ivii. 

God-bearing flesh, 7. 

God, man made, 16 n. 

Good, as in contact with evil, 61. 

none good but One, xL 
Gordias, martyr, account of, Ixx. 

241 n. 
Gossip to be avoided, 144, 314. 
Goths and Huns, xxxi. 289 n., 307 n. 
Grace, in the Spirit, 15, I9» 22, 39, 40, 

44.59- 
its help, 19, c8. 

Grace, before and after meat, 112. 

Grass, made to germinate, 76, 78. 

not all seed-bearing, but pro- 
ducing " after its kind," 76. 

one blade a world of teaching, 

77. 
Grasshopper, 100. 

Gratian, emperor, restored the Catho- 
lic bishops, XXX. 283 n. 
Great Sea, 74. 

Gregory (Naz.) the elder, 135 n., 
152 n. 
letter probably to, xxvi. n., 

xxviii. xxix. 215. 
adopted monastic life, 

135 n. 
signed the letter to the 

West, 177. 
promoted Eusebius' elec- 
tion to Ca:sarea, xix. 
also promoted Basil's, xxii. 
died A.D. 374, xxix. 
Gregory (Naz.) the younger, xiii. n., 
xliv. I, 8 n., 135 n., 152 n., 
182 n., 217 n. 
his family connections, ix. 
was obliged to Origen, 46. 
friend of Basil, xiv. xv. xviiL 
xxi. xxii. 115, 124, 125 n., 
152 n., 255. 
praised the Hexaemeron, 51, 

134, 135- 
letters from Basil to, 115, 

124, 126, 167. 

had trouble as Qc^arius' ex- 
ecutor, 131, 131 n., 134. 

quarrelled with Basil, xvii. 
xxi. xxii. 167, 167 n., 
250 n. 

visited Basil, 167. 

his hurried consecration for 
Sasima, xxv. xxvL xxvi. n., 
182 n. 

his flight explained, 255, 

255 n. . 
reconciled to Basil and Eu- 

sebius of Caesarea, xx. 
withdrew from Sasima, xxvi. 

xxvi. n. 
estimate of his character, 

xliv. 
Gregory, bp. of Nyssa, 5 n., 51, 135 n., 

182 n., 250, 254. 
praised the Hexaemeron of 

Basil, 51. 
consecrated to N3rssa, xxv. 

159 n., 169 n., 177, 182 n. 
bishop by the people's de- 
sire, 182 n. 
forged a letter, zxiL 159, 

159 n., 184 n. 
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Gregory, letter to him doubtful, 159, 

159 n. 
probably signed the letter 

to the West, 177, 177 n. 
opposed Basil, xxii. iS^. 
was driven out by the Arians, 

XXV. n., 272, 279, 280. 
deposed by factious synod, 

XXX. 

perhaps finished the Hexae- 
meron, xliv. 
Gregory Thaum., bp. of Neocsesarea, 

46 n., 243, 245. 

called "The 

Great," 46 n., 

243. 249. 

brother of Basil, 

124. 
his lofty character, 

46, 47» 243. 245. 
247, 248, 249. 
his thaumaturgic 

power, 47. 
Ms authority in 
the church, 47, 
243, 245, 247, 
249. 
founded the church 
at Neocxsarea, 
132, 132 n. 
was honoured at 
Neocsesarea after 
death, 1 79 n., 
245 sg. 
said to have used 
Sabellian lan- 
guage, 250. 
was summoned be- 
fore a court, 267, 
267 n. 
Gregory, bp. of unknown see, uncle 
of Basil, xiii. xxii. 
letter forged to his name, 
xiii n., xxii. 160, 161. 
Gregory, friend of Basil, letters to, 
124, 152. 

Habit, 38. 

Halcyon, its habits and moral teach- 
ing, 98. 
Harmony of the spheres, Pythago- 
rean, 24 n., 56, 66. 
lost on accustomed ears, 67. 
Harpocration, Egyptian bishop in 

exile, letter to, 303. 
Health, definition of, 103. 
Heat, required injiature, 68, 77. 
Heathen speculations, 45. 

refinement of meanings, 5. 
old practices and ceremo- 
nials, xxix. 
philosophy and divine reve- 
lation contrasted, Ixv. n. 
examples of virtue, Ixvi. 
Ixvii. 
Heaven, speculations upon, 54. 

and earth created, 54 sq^ 

66, 99. 
its composition, 58. 
created in essence and form, 

60. 
philosophical reasonings 
upon, 66. 



Heaven, one or more, 66. 

beautiful to contemplate, 72, 

90. 99- 
why called ovpavdg, 70, 99. 
Hedgehog, 103. 

Hell, the going down into, 249. 
Helladius, friend of Basil, 312. 
Helladius, much defended by Basil, 
187. 
in the prefect's household, 

187. 
letter to Count Helladins, 

187. 
appealed to on behalf of 
Julitta, 187. 
Hellespont, 74, 109. 
Helvidius, Arian, written against by 

Jerome, xli. n. 
Hera, a tirother commended by 

Basil, 310. 
Heraclea, bishops of, 292 n. ' 

Heraclidas, friend of Basil, 207 d. 
Heraclitus, held fire to be supreme, 
68. 
on the elements, 116 n. 
Hercules, story about, Ixvi. 
Hercus, catechumen, has martyr's 

baptism, 22 n. 
Heredity, evil in, 97. 
Heresy, the word critically examined, 
125, 125 n., 223, 223 n. 
evil effect on the church, 48, 
177,168, 178, 2q I. 
Heretical refining, 5, 8, 198. 

seductions and sophisms, 

17, 198. 
attacks on the church, 226. 
parties, their inconsisten- 
cies, 286 sg., 291, 292. 
Heretics, received on repentance at 
death, 226. 
were given the Nicene 

creed, 194. 
pervert right words and 
statements, 194, 198. 
Hermit, as anchoret, monk or coeno- 
bite, 112 n. 
Hermogenesy bp. of Csesarea, 172, 

204 n., 288. 
perhaps was at Nicaea, 

172 n., 288. 
read the creed at the 
council, 288, 288 n. 
opposed to Arius, 288. 
ordained Eustathius of 
Sehaste, 302. 
Herod, the king of Judea, 277. 
Herodotus, at fault in astronomy, 86 n. 
Hesychius, letter to, 162, 167. 

Basil asks his aid in a dis. 
pute, 167, 168. 
Hexaemeron of Basil, 5 1 sq, 

its Anglo-Saxon abbre- 
viation, 51. 
translated into Latin, 

translated by Diony- 

sius Exig., 51. 
adversely criticised, 52. 
of Ambrose, 51, 74. 
of Hippolytus and of 
Origen, 51. 
Hierarchy, ang^Uc, 62 n. 



Hilarius, bp. at Telmessus, 259. 
Hilarius, old school-fellow of Basil, 

252. 
Hillenius, surveyor of taxes at Kaz- 

ianzus, 182. 
Himerius, the master, letter to, 310. 
his lectures attended by 
Basil, XV. 
Hippias, his character as a writer, 

2CX>. 

Hippocrates, his physical theories, 70. 
Hippodrome, its meaning, 90 n. 

factions in, 252. 
Historians, as estimated by Basil, 

Izvi. 
Holy, how true of creatures, 23, 24. 
saints and holy days, 179, 
179 n. 
Holy Ghost, in relation to the Trinity, 
1,8,83, '86, 295. 
false teaching on, i. 
not a creature, I, 189^ 

190, 212. 
in relation to the Father 
and the Son, 3 sq., 8, 

23» "89. 
inseparable from Father 

and Son, 23. 
blasphemy against, li. 

47 n., 189,212,224. 
is God, 116, 212, 278, 

278 n. 
source of holiness, 116, 

186, 189, 212. 
the Paraclete, 269. 
questions raised apon, 

295- 
ascription of glory to, 

295- 
oeconomy in teaching 

upon, xxiii. xxiii. n. 
Homer, an authority, 124. 
Homicide, varying; in guilt, 226, 228, 
256. 
penances for intentional 
and unintentio.nal, 256. 
Homceans, 130. 
Homoiousion, accepted at Ancyra, 

302 n. 
Homoousion perverted by Marcellus, 

194. 
Arians received it in a 

sense, 254. 
rejected for the Homoi- 
ousion, 288 n. 
accepted by the council 
of Paris, xiz. 
Honour giving, 77. 
Honey and the cells, 97. 

ancient beliefs in, 97 n. 
Hope, its power universal, 126. 
Horse-racing, its evil influence, 73. 
Hosius, ignorant of Greek, 288 n. 
Hospitality, joined with frugality and 

moderation, lii. 
Hospitals, claim for exemption from 
tascation, 205. 
Basil's hospital at Cses- 
area, xxxi. 208, 220, 
220 n. 
Human trials and sufferings, 1 14. 
Humility preached, bcv. 
Hymetius, his wealth, 309. 
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Hymn at lighting of the lamps, 46, 
46 n. 
of Athenogenes, 46. 
Hypatius, friend of Basil, zxviii. n., 

134, 134 n. 
Hyperbole, used by Christ, 243. 
Hypostasis, as a theological term, 
xxxvi. n., 3 n., 25 n., 
123, 137, 156, 166, 195 
n., 249. 
as different from Ousia, 5 
n^ 23 n., 123, 137 sg., 
I79n^ 194, 229. 
as related to Ousia, 23 n., 
25 n., 123, 123 n., 137 
sg^ 179 n., 194, 229, 
254, 278. 
as related to the Mon- 

archia, 27, 29, 30. 
as related to Person, 156, 

179 n., 249. 
three yet undivided, 45, 

179 n., 249. 
defined etyinologically, 

137 n-. 195 n- 
of Father and Son, 141 

166, 194. 
of Jesus Christ, 194, 254. 
varied in meaning, 195 

n., 250, 250 n., 254. 
doubtful language on, 

250. 
illustrated by the pris- 
matic colours, 140, 141. 
Arian view of, 254. 
Hypsisor Hypsinus, bishop of Par- 
nassus, 162 n. 
expelled by the Arians, 162 n., 

279. 
succeeded by Ecdicius, 162 n., 
279. 
Hyrcanian Sea, 74. 

latrius or Otreius, bishop of Mitilene, 
signed the letter to the West, 
177, 177 n. 

Ibas, bishop o( Edessa, 292. 

I bora district, xiv. n., xvii. 318. 

the place of Basil's retreat,xvii. 

Iconium, an episcopal see, 202. 

Idolatry, 273. 

*UpartKoi, how defined and limited, 

»47. «57- 
*Iepei^, history of the word, 147 n. 

Ignatius as Theophorus, 8 n. 

Ignorance as attributable to Christ, 

276. 

Image of God in Christ, 15 n. 

in man, 16 n., 150, 273. 

spiritual, 150 n. 
Images of saints honoured, 326. 
Immaculate conception, Ixxiii. 41 n. 
Immersions in baptism, three, 22, 42. 
Imposition of hands, 256. 
" In," its teaching, 36, 37, 38, 40 j^., 

43.44- 
Incarnation " not by confusion/'i4. 

one purpose of, 16, 21. 

a reality in Jesus Christ, 

117,300. 

denied by Sabellius, 249. 

ceconomy of salvation," 

272, 299. 
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Incarnation, Arian questions upon, 

299. 300- 
not by turning the God- 
head into flesh, 300, 
301. 
Incest, how penanced, 257, 258. 
Incomprehensibility of the Spirit, 34 
Inconsistency of hereticsd parties, 288. 
Indian Ocean, 91. 
Indiction, i^y. 

Infant exposure, how dealt with, 256. 
Infanticides, how to be punished, 

225. 
Innocent the Italian, 295. 

letter to, as 
monk, per- 
haps the same, 
296. 
Innocentius, bp. of Rome, 153 n. 

letter perhaps to, 153. 
Innocentius, bishop of unknown see, 

letter to, 172. 
Insects, described with the birds, 96. 
their characteristics and their 
transformations, 100. 
Inspiration, as '* dictation of the 
Spirit," 52. 
gives " not one idle syl- 
lable," 89. 
Intention, a question in casuistry, 226, 

228. 
Invocation in the Eucharist, a tradi- 
tion, 41. 
of saints, Ixzi. Ixxi. n., 326. 
Ionian sea, 74. 

losaces, bishop who signed the letter 
to the West, 177. 
suggested as Isaaces of 
Armenia Major, 1 77 n. 
Irenseus, knew S. Polycarp, 45, 45 n. 
had nearest succession of 
the Apostles, 45 n. 
Isaaces, messenger from Basil, 201. 
Isauria, its position and state, 232 n. 
Isaurian, episcopate and church, 233, 

233 n., 255. 
Ister, 69. 

Italy, church of, applied to by the 
East, 283. 

Jacob, how superior to Esau, 32. 

his guilelessness peculiar, 
92 n. 
Jeconias, his want of succession, 277. 
Jerome, mentions Basil's Hexaemeron 

Se- 
nses the obelus as a mark in 

criticism, 74. 

his criticism of Basil probably 

not genuine, xxv. xxv. n. 

his tract on the Perpetual 

Virginity, xli. n. 

Jerusalem, real or spiritual, 148. 

its divided state when it 

fell, 178. 

whether visited, 148. 

fews, their relation to the truth, 106. 
ob, teacher of patience in adversity, 

III. 
Jobinus, friend of Basil, signed the 

letter to the West, 177, 196. 
John Erigena spread the hierarchies 
westward, 02. 



Joseph, bishop, signed the letter to 

the West, 177. 
Joseph, teaches chastity, iii. 
Jovian, Emperor, xix. 
Jovinus, bp. of Perrha, letter to, 192. 
Jovinus, count, letter to, 215. 
Judah, the tribe did not fail, 277. 
Judaism, akin to Sabellianism, 49, 
229, 249. 
allied to Monarchianism, 

49, 49 n., 106. 
renewed by Sabellius and 
Eustathius, 304. 
Judas, lost his opportunity and all,i44. 
perhaps superior to Basil's 
contemporaries, 281. 
Judge, his impartiality, 180. 
Judgment, the final, 25, 58, 220^ 249^ 

265. 
Julian, Emperor and apostate, xix. 
141. 
letters to Basil, 141, 142. 
letter from Basil, 142. 
studied the Bible with Basil 

at Athens, xv. xvi. 141 n. 
confined by Constantlus at 

Macellum, 141 n. 
had there only his own house- 
hold, 141 n. 
invited Basil to court, 142. 
proposed to Basil the Persian 

expedition, 142. 
demanded money to save 

Oesarea, xix. 142, 142 n. 
his pedigree, 142, 142 n. 
effects of his Teign on the 

church, xix. 
praised for his opten courts, 
265 n. 
Julianus, martyr, 285. 
Julianus, letter to, 316, c/. 127. 
Julitta, the widow, letter to, 187. 

in trouble over business, 187. 
letter to the guardian of her 

heirs, 187. 
relative of Basil, and had one 

boy, 187. 
martyr, Ixix. 

honoured with a memorial 
feast, 241. 
Julius, bp. of Rome, 194 n. 
Julius Soranus, relative of Basil, 2IO. 
Jurisprudence, questions for, 226. 

Karaaxfiv, its meaning, xvi. n. 
Kara/covdvA/i^cj, KoXa^i^t^, 290 n. 
Kare^dvOyf, 281 n, 

KrfpvyfMTa and SSyfutra^ 41, 155, 
210 n., 308 n. 
proclamation, 41. 
appointed liturgy, 210 d. 
Kingdom to those for whom it was 

prepared, xliii. 
Kingfisher, 98 n. 

Kneeling, a memory of the Fall, 42. 
Know, different senses of, 273 sg, 
'* Know thyself," author of, 106 n. 
Knowledge, by Christ, under an secon- 
omy, xxxviii. 118, 119. 
of earthly things, how 

valuable, 125, 126. 
different senses of the 
word, 274, 275. 
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Knowledge as related to belief, 274, 

275- 
KtI^u, I create, xli. xli. n. 

Lacus Asphaltitis in Judaea, 74. 
Laity loyal to their bishop, 271. 
Lakes, as gatherings of water, 73, 74. 
Lallianus, bishop at Phelus, 259. 
Lantech and his lamentation, 298. 
Lamps, the light of, 273. 

hymn at the lighting of, 46. 
Kafiiripnj, lampense, lampana, 273 n. 
Language inadequate for thought, 

115. 
Lapsed among the clergy, penalty to, 

256. 
Latin, how far known in the East, 

jcvi. n. 
Lausus, Julian's tribune, 143. 
Leo the Wise, Emperor, 258 n, 
Leontius, bp. of Caesarea, 1 72 n., 204 n. 
Leontius, persequator of Nicsea, 235. 
Leontius, the sophist, letter to, xxxiii. 
127. 
his character and attain- 
ments, 127, 136. 
received Basil's writings 
against Eunomius, xxxiii. 
127. 
Letter and spirit distinguished, 33. 
Letters, difficulties in transmitting, 

202. 204, 219, 235, 236. 
Leucippus, an atomist, 53 n. 
Libanian correspondence and its gen- 
uineness, XV. 320 sq, 
Libanius, bishop, signed the letter to 

the West, 177, 307 n. 
Libanius, the deacon, 307, 307 n. 
Libanius, the professor, xv. 307. 
Libanius, received student from Basil, 

320, 321. 
Liberius, bp. of Rome, was misled, 
123 n. 
received Eustathius, 268 n. 
Libyan governor excommunicated, 

161. 
''Light of Light " decided at Nicaea, 

123. 
Light, a symbol of truth and happi- 
ness, 60, 61, 62, 65. 
created, 63, 82. 
its rate of motion, 63 n. 
its beauty, 63, 64. 
bodies bearing it, 83. 
separated from darkness, 83. 
Lights, created, as sun, moon, and 
stars, 82. 
why called great, 87. 
Linnaeus taught ** reproduction after 

its kind," 76. 
Lion, his characteristics, 102. 

his law of production, 104. 
Litanies, 247, 247 n. 

apart from processions, 
247 n., 248 n. 
Literalism in interpretation, loi. 
Literature, pagan, teaching upon, Ixv. 
Liturgy of S. Basil, probable date, xx. 
Ixxii. 
different forms of, Ixxii. 
Locusts, 100. 
Logos defined, 38 n. 

how found in Christ, 194. 



Longinus, presbyter, 227 n. 
Lord's day for communion, 1 79. 
Lourdes, as a recent place of pilgrim- 
age, xix. n. 
Lucifer, bp. of Cagliari, 164 n. 
Lucius, deacon, had letter from Basil, 

293- 
Luck, a heathen notion, 109. 

Lucretius, Epicurean, and hb fiery 

ether, 69, 69 n. 
AvrpuH/g, its meaning, 300 n. 
Luxury of the ancient world, Ixii. 

Ixiii. 

Macarius, presb3rter at M3rra, 259. 
Maccabees, mother of the, 115. 
Macedonianism, xix. xxx. xlv. I, 16 n. 
Macedonians, xix. i, 16 n. 
Macedonius, bp. of G>n8tantinople, I, 

ass- 
expelled from his see, i. 

Semiarian leader, 16 n. 
Macellum, xv. n. 

Macrina, Basil's grandmother and 
teacher, xiii. 245, 249. 
taught him Gregory's doc- 
trine, xiv. XV. 245, 249. 
brought him up at Annesi, 
xiv. XV. 249, 249 n. 
Macrina, Basil's sister, xiii. 

her influence on Basil, xvi. n. 
Magic, or sorcery, 257. 
its temples, 258. 
Magnenianus, count, letter to, 220. 

asks for a treatise on 
the Faith, 220. 
Magnus, letter to, 317. 
Magusa and the Magusseans, 29S» 296. 
Makrina, church, at Sasima, xxvi. n. 
Man, in God's image, 15 n., 16 n., 106, 
273. 
is made God in Christ, 16 n., 

106, 113, 114. 
liable to changes, 76. 
likened to the grass, 76. 
his honour and privileges, 82, 

106. 
fell from grace, 103 n. 
must return to grace, 103. 
his cares in life, no. 
shortness of his knowledge, 125. 
Manducation, spiritual, 118. 
Manichseans, 61, 224. 

give the earth a soul, 

9S- 

Manichseism, 61 n. 

Manilius, Stoic, his fiery ether, 69. 
Manna described by Philo, 232. 
Manuscripts and their readings, 18 n. 
Marathonius, bp. of Nicomedia, and 

Marathonians, i. 
Marble, varieties of, Ixiii. n. 
Marcellians, 306. 
Marcellus, of Ancyra, 165, 194. 

his heretical opinions, i6q, 
165 n., 166, 194, 240, 

247» 303. 305. 
opposed by Basil, 165, 246. 

was received at Rome .and 
at Alexandria, 165 n. 

perverted the words of the 
creed, 194. 

called the Galatian, 246. 



Marcellus, was followed in teaching 
by Paulinu% 303. 
his followers had to be 
guarded against, 305. 
Mardanns, bishop, signed the letter 

to the West, 177. 
Marcion, heretic and t3rpe of Gnostic^ 
61. 
asserted two Gods, 61 n. 
Mardonites, in heresy, 224, 240. 
Maris, bishop, signed the letter to the 

West, 177. 
Marriage, its cares, 1. 107. 

its laws, 1. 149, 151, 213, 

213, 214, 227. 
offences against, 212 sf^ 
225 sf., 237 sq., 256 Jf. 
offences against, how pen- 
anced, 225, 227, 237 j^, 

256 sq. 

of one man to two sisters, 
213, 238, 258. 

abominated by some here- 
tics, 240. 

third was not recognized, 
240. 

with deceased wife's sister, 
212, 213, 214. 

second of a slave, how to 
be treated, 256. 

the prohibited degrees, 257, 

257 n. 
Mariolatry, Ixxiii. 
Marsyas, story about, Ixviii. 
Martinianus, dignitary at Constan- 
tinople, 168 n. 

tried to use Basil's in- 
fluence with Valens, 
168. 
Martyrs, faithful even in small things, 
Ixix. 2, 283, 284. 
sometimes their baptism in 

blood, Ixxi. n., 22. 
how honoured, xiii. 210, 215, 

216, 220, 241, 282 sq, 
their relics preserved, 210 n. 
" the blood of the Martyrs," 

216, 290. 
their sufferings described, 

Ixix. 216, 281, 284, 290. 
feast in their honour, liii. 220, 

241 n. 
several named, xiii Ixix. Ixx. 

241, 290. 
their honour to be sought for, 

292, 294. 
their commemoration to be 
frequented for prayer, liii. 
Mary, the Blessed Virgin, 300, 301. 
the holy Mother of God, 326. 
her perpetual virginity, xlL 

xli. n. 
as an object of invocation, Ixxi. 
n., Ixxiii. 
Mathematical body has three dimen- 
sions, 67. 
Matter and form, 38, 57, 58, 59, 60. 
properties of matter, 74, 75. 
Mauretania, men of, 91. 
Maximus, governor, succeeded Elias, 
182, 182 n. 
in distress and recommend- 
ed to Basil, 206, 207. 
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Maximus, letter to the learned Maxi- 


Milo, Athlete of Crotona, 322. 


Montanism,centred in Phrygia, xzix..n. 


mus, 311. 


Mincio at Mantua, 125. 


Montanists, counted as heathen, 1 7 n.. 


M^;^^' ^'^'v* its force, 268. 


Mind, part of God*s image, 273. 


223 n. 


Mediation by Moses, and by Christ, 


wonderful in its operations, 273. 


Montanus and Priscilla, 224. 


20. 


primary function is to know 


Moon, her revolutions, 83, 67, 88. 


Medical facts, 78. 


God, 273. 


her weather signs, 84. 


Meletian schism at Antioch, xxii. 202, 


how as perverted, 273. 


marks out the year, 87. 


n.. 211, 253. 


Minister, perhaps subdeacon, 257, 


her position and functions, 88. 


Meletius, the illustrious, 47, 253. 


257 n. 


as moral teacher, 88, 89. 


bp. of Antioch and ban- 


Ministry, digamists excluded from. 


her many influences, 88, 88 n. 


ished, 49 n., 159 n., 164 n., 


228, 228 n. 


causes the tides, 89. 


192 n., 211^ 211 n., 


open, on conditions, to a 


how called Great, 88, 89. 


250, 253, 261 n., 295 n. 


usurer, 228. 


idle tales regarding her, 89, 


lettersto, 159, 164,175, 197, 


degrees in, 256 n., 257, 


89 n. 


255- 


260. 


her real size, 89. 


not in full communion with 


Miracles, called Swdfieic, 38. 


Moral training impossible under as- 


the Catholics, xix. 159 n. 


>»Tought by Gregory Thaum, 


trology, 86. 


in the Eustathian schism. 


47. 


from the brute creation, 103. 


159 n., 164 n., 183. 192, 


Mv^fiff, a church, and equal to Memo- 


duties and questions, liii. lir. 


192 n., 253 n. 


ria, 220 n. 


Ixvii. 


favoured Basil, 160 n., 180, 


Modestus, letter to, on clerical ex- 


VLop^ Toif Qeov, what it is, 14 n. 


182. 


emptions, 185,311. 


Mother's sorrows and consolations, 


his character as given by 


two letters on reducing 


114. 


Basil, 164. 


taxes at Taurus, 188. 


her death, what a loss, 134. 


refused communion to 


letters to, 311, 312. 


tried for infant exposure, 


Athanasius, 1 76, 1 76 n. 


come favours asked, 311, 


256. 


«igned the letter to the 


312. 


Motions straight and circular, 53, 58, 


West, 177. 


the minister of Valens' 


66. 


accepted Eustathius, teach- 


severities, xxiii. 


Mount of Olives, the monks of, 295. 


ing, 183. 


was met and refused by 


Murder, degrees in, 226, 239. 


soldier and friend of Basil, 


Basil, xxiv. 


by producing abortion, 225, 


240, 2J3, 295. 


Monarchia, 27 n., 30. 


227. 


his relation to Athanasius 


yet three hypostases, 27 


Muac, of the spheres, 66. 


and Basil, xbc. 295, 295 n. 


sg. 


a cause of contention, 247. 


reckoned an Ariomaniac, 


Monarchianism, 49 n. 


Musonius, bp. of Neocsesarea, 132 n., 


306, 306 n. 


Monarchians and their heresy, 28 n.. 


249, 249 n. 


sent a Semiarian manifesto 


49 n. 


yivoT^piov, its Christian meaning. 


to [ovian, xix. 
Meletius, the physician, letter to, 233. 


Monastic dress and habits, lii. 


41 n. 


vows and rules of service and 


Mystery guarded in the Church and 


Mcletius, presbyter, messenger from 


worship, lii. lii. n., liii. 


her services, 42. 


Basil, 245, 267. 


discipline, liii. liv. liv. n. 


unwritten, 45. 


Meletius, friend of Basil, 240. 


Monastidsm, promoted by Basil, xvii. 


Name above every name, xxxviii. 


Memnonius, between Basil and So- 


xviii. 1. lii. 109. 


Narcissus, Arian, 49 n. 


phronius, 309. 


promoted by Athana- 


Narses, bishop, signed the letter to 


Men, equal as free slaves to God, 32. 


sius, 109. 


the West, 177. 


should be honest and manly, 92. 


spread rapidlyin Pontus, 


Nativities, Chaldsean, 84, 85. 


evolved from the fish, 96 n. 


••• 

XVlll. 


Nativity, feast of the, 272 n. 


their erect position, 102. 


its progress, as repre- 


Nature, full of God and goodness, 53, 


should learn from the brutes, 


sented by Basil, 1. lii. 


78. 


103, 106. 


lii. n. 


not eternal, 53, 54. 


master of the brutes, 105, 106. 


Monk, amount of his renunciation. 


full of beauty, 71. 


made by God in His image, 106. 


liv. n., 308, 317. 


taught by God, 78. 


Mesopotamia, ascetics in, 247. 


found by Basil everywhere in 


condemned at sin*s entrance. 


church in Basil's favour. 


the East, 263. ^ 


78. 


253. 


were harassed by the Arians, 


its processes, 78, 79, 80, 92 a. 


Message, to be completed Inr mes- 
senger, 130, 159, 161, 162, 164, 


294. 


lOI Sf, 


their roles of conduct, lii. liv. 


a macrocosm, 92 n. 


165,167, 173, 175, 176, 177, 184, 


liv. n., 317. 


Stoic conformity to, 104 n. 


185, 189, 192, 193, 196, 201, 215, 


lapsed monk, how invited 


Naucratius, Basil's brother, xiii. 249 n. 


236, 240, 245, 246, 255 n., 261, 


back, lii. 146, 147. 


Nazianzus, xxii. xxv. xxvi. xxvi. n. 


281, 289, 292, 307. 


carefulness in receiving, lii. 


Necessity, not a Christian idea, 109, 


Messenger, difficult to find one pru- 


237- 


no. 


dent and suitable, 235, 236, 240. 


TOWS not from the outset 


Nectarius, correspondent of Basil, 


Merdvoia, what repentance, 256, 259. 


irrevocable, lii. n. 


"3. 3>5- 


its penance, 256. 


how to be penanced, lii. 


consoled on the loss of a 


Mernff,|'7aar/Ce<T#rt/, discussed, 278 n. 


their former history and aus- 


son, 113. 


M^ rrufxMyta, how defined, lix. n. 


terities, 148. 


Nectarius, bishop of Constantinople, 


Meteorology and its signs, 84. 


dress, 263. 


113 n., 255 n. 


as depending upon the 


Monks on Mount of Olives, dispute 


Neocaesarea, church of, 132, 247 n. 


moon, 89. 


among, 295. 


letter to, 132 n. 


Mica, where found, 67. 


Month, the intercalary, 87. 


received the tradition of 


Mice, field, produced near Thebes, 


used by the Syrians and Mace- 


Gregory Thaum., 243 


102. 


donianSy 87 n. 


jy.,248. 
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Neocaesarea was rude to Basil, xxviii., 

255. 
New Testament, a special study, 144. 
Nicene Creed, quoted in full, 195. 

* important that it be 
received, 194, 197, 
204, 212, 245. 
its anathemas, 195. 
to be received in its 
own sense, 197, 269. 
brought to Caesarea 
and defended, 204 
n., 245. 
brought from the West 
by the Semiarians, 
269, 287. 
disavowed by the 
Semiarian party, 287. 
Basil stood by it alone, 

292. 
not to he added to or 
altered, 295. 
Nicias, messenger to Basil, iS^. 
Nicopolis, place of meeting for bish- 
ops, 182, 196. 
its church troubles, 196, 
270, 271, 272, 279, 280, 
285 s^ , 2S9, 291. 
letters to its clergy and 

magistrates, 271. 
efforts of Basil for its 
church, 286 sg. 
Night and day nt the Creation, 64. 

marked by sun and moon, 84 

on the Platonic theory, 87 n. 
Nightingale, 99. 
Nile, 69. 

North Sea, 92, 93. 
Novatians must be re-baptized, 240. 
"Kvfjf^yoydg, what, 150 n. 
Nyses, 69. 
Nyssa in the Punjab, 1 10 n. 

its bishopric and eccl. history, 
XXV. XXV. n. 

Oaks replacing pines, 79, 79 n. 
Oaths should not be taken in the 
taxing, 172. 
cause indifference or perjury, 

174. 
should not be sinful, or at 

random, 23S. 
not to be taken at all, 248. 
heathen and Christian, 258. 
Oats, their form of growth, 77. 
Obelus, a mark used in literature, 74. 
CEconomy of the Manhood, xl. 
Office-hunting in the church, 49, 50. 
Official es, a class of clergymen, 235. 
OiKovd/uOf oeconomy, observed in 
Basil's preaching, xxiii. 
applied to his speaking of 
the Holy Ghost, xxiii. 
xxiii. n. 
distinguished from OeoXSyuif 

xxxvi. n., 7 n. 
sometimes the Incarnation 

xxiii. n., xl. 299, 326. 
sometimes almsjjiving, 278 n. 
its definition, xxiii. xxiii. n., 
xxx^-i. n., 1. n., 12 n., 257 
n., 278 n. 



O'lKovofUKuc, relating to the Incarna- 
tion, 276. 
on on the ocean surface, 63. 
Old Testament, caution needful in 

reiding. 144. 
Olympius, letters to, 124, 199. 

sympathiser with Basil, 126 
D., 199. 
'0;<o<oi/, Acacian, 49 n., 116, 1 16 n., 
130 n. 
suggested by Aetius, 1 16 n. 
'Ofioioiatov, I, 49 n. 

Semiarian, 49 n. 
'0/iooi>aiov, 1, 41 n., 49 n., 117, 123 n., 

155. '76. 
truly Catholic, 49 n., 117, 

123. 155- 
objected to as unscript- 
ural, 17 n., 155. 
Oracles of the Spirit, 16. 
'Opyavm', as a theological concept, 

4 n. 
Origen, as an expositor, 46 n. 

not sound on the Spirit, 46 n. 

perhnps misrepresented, 46 n. 

others borrowed from him, 

xliv. xlix. 46 n., 47 n. 

Origenes, Christian apologist, letter 

to, 126. 
Orphan, on the Senatorial roll, 

pleaded for, 173, 174. 
Orphanene in Armenia, 311, 311 n. 
Osprey, its cruel habits, 99. 

as a moral teacher, 99. 
Otreus, bishop of Melitene, and his 

history, 222, 222 n. 
Ohpavoc, its etymology and meaning, 

70,90. 
Ovoia and vTT6<rraaig distinguished, 

137. 27^- 
Ousia, its definition, 254. 

as related to hypostasis, 254, 

278. 

Owl, 99. 

Oxen and their instinct, 103. 

Pieonius, presbyter, 200. 
Palladia, friend of Basil, 202. 
Palladius at Mount of Olives, prob- 
ably monk, 295. 
letter to, 296. 
Palladius, convert or penitent, letter 

to, 316. 
Palm trees, their fructification, and 

teaching, 80. 
Palmatius, perhaps connected with 

the taxes, 182, 182 n. 
Palus Mseotis, 68. 
Paraclete, 29 n. 

if by a temporary proces- 
sion, 303. 
Paregarius, the presbyter, letter to, 

158. 
had a subintroduct, 158. 

Paris, council of, accepted liomoou- 

sion, xix. 

Parnassus, a see in N. Cappadocia, 

162, 279 n. 

napo£«c/a, parochia, parish, 163 n., 244, 

284 n. 

as diocese, 279 n. 

UapoifiiOf how defmed, Iviii. n. 

Parthenogenesis, xoo n. 



Pasinicus the phymcian, letter to, 319. 
Patience, as a moral duty, Ixvii. 

as a Christian virtue, Izix. 
Patripassians, 28 n. 
Ilar/j/f, its force, xiv. n. 
Patrophilus, bp. of JEgx, letters to, 

285, 290. 
Paul, signed the letter to the West, 

;77- , 
Paullnus, bp. of Antioch, consecrated 

Lucifer, 164 n., 295 n. 
was not supported by 

Basil, 164, 253 n., 295 n. 
account of his teaching, 

303- 
Paulinus of Tyre, received synodical 

letter, xliv. 
Paulus, presbyter, 293, 303. 

had a letter with others, 293. 
Peace and peacemakers, their bless- 
ings, 210^ 211, 260. 
Pelagius, bp. of Laodicea, banished, 
49 n. 
signed the letter to the 

West, 177. 
letter to, 293, 293 n. 
Penance, applied to the clergy, 225, 
256. 
applied to the laity, 225, 

236 sg. 
for matrimonial breaches, 

225. 237, 238. 
described 238, 256. 
to the lapsed among the 

clergy, 256. 
for intentional homicide, 

256. 
for unintentional homicide, 

256. 
on a fallen virgin, 257. 
on sodomy, 257. 
on perjury, 257. 
Penitence defmed, li. 
Penitential system (exomologesis), 

225, 256 sg. 
Penitents, how dealt with, 256 sg. 
Pentecost explained, 42. 
Pepuzeni, their baptism, 223, 224. 
in heresy, 224. 
their baptismal formula, 224. 
Pergamius, layman, letter to, 158. 
Pericles, story about, Ixvii. 
Perjury, the sin of, 1 74. 

how penanced, 257, 259. 
Persecution of the Christians, forms 
of, 281, 281 n., 283, 
284, 290, 303. 
compared at different 

times, 282 n., 307. 
heavy on the Eastern 
church, 280 sq., 290, 

, 3?3, 307- 
allowed for a period, 303. 

its sufferers, xiii. 

Perseverance, difficult, but blessed, 

144- 
Person, different from Essence, i, 5 n., 

254. 
Peter, bp. of Alexandria, 200. 

succeeded Athanasius, 200 n. 

was congratulated by Basil, 

2CO. 

letters to, 200, 205. 
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Peter, bp. of Sebaste, brother of 

Basil, xiii. 137 n. 
Peter, brother of Basil, near Neocoes- 
area,xiv. xiv. n., xxviii. 249, 

255- 
succeeded Basil in Iris, 255 n. 

Peter, clergyman, messenger from 
Athauasius to Basil, 165. 

Petrus, messenger to Eustathius, 192. 

^dyoc and (jtaydc, 278, 278 n. 

Phantasia, as a philosophic term, 8 n. 

Phargamus, place of a synod, 180. 

famous for a martyr's 
glory, 186. 

Pharos at Alexandria, 172. 

Philagrius Arcenus, letter to, 319. 

^iXaiMipuTTia, word how used, 12 n, 

Philochares pushes on Gregory 
Thaum. trial, 267. 

Philosopher, his dress and habits, 112. 

Philosophical speculations and for 
mulae, 38, 56, 56 n., 70. 

Phocas, the Emperor, 228 n. 

^opd^uv TtXeffiin, its character, 318 n. 

Photinus, heretic, xl. xl. n. 

Photius admired the Hexaemeron, 5 1 . 

^povTiarfjp'.ov^ its use, xx. n. 

Phrygians, their natural character, 

153. 
or Montanists, xxix. n., 

17 n, 

^vAOKpivuv, (^ih)Kpn'a)v, 279 n. 

Physician, importance of his science, 
228. 

Physiology of the ant inquired into, 
126. 

^vaiKoi were before Socrates, 57 n. 

Pigeon snaring described, 123. 

Pilgrimages, 145 n. 

Pillars, the, 69. 

Pinna and its byssus, 94, 94 n. 

Pisidia, clergy of, alarmed at Basil, 
xxviii. 

Pisistratus at the seizing of the Acrop- 
olis, 170 n. 

Planets, their system and motions, 66, 

85. 
used in casting the nativities, 

84, 85- 
Plants, their reproduction, 80. 

their variety, 79, 80, 81. 

Plastic nature in the universe, 92 n. 

Plato, his theory of the earth, 58. 

held four elements, 58. 

on the grasshoppers and muses, 

icx} n. 

as a writer, 200. 

Plutarch speaks of the Stoics, perhaps 

in ignorance, 61. 

Pneumatomachi, xliv. i, 5 n., 16 n., 

37 n., 204, 302. 

Eustathius a leader 

of them, 302. 

Podandus, capital of S. Cappadocia, 

xxiii. 170. 

given up in favour of 

Tyana, xxiii. 

Pcemenius, presbyter of Sebasteia, 

183. 

made bp. of Satala, xxvii. 

185, 185 n., 271 n. 

letter to him as bishop. 



Poemenius visited Nicopolis and as- 
sisted the church, 271. 
Poetry made light of by Basil, lix. 

lix. n. 
Poison and its effect, 77, 78, 143. 
Poisoners punished by Julian with 

death, 143. 
Polemo, presbyter at Myra, 259. 

bp. of Myra, and present at 
Constantinople, 259 n. 
Polydamas, athlete of Scotussa, 322. 
Polygamy, how penanced, 225, 258. 
perhaps a fourth marriage, 
258 n. 
Polytheism, largely Arian, 27 n., 49 n., 

285. 
Pontic diocese, a civil division, 292. 
Pontic Vicar, xxv. [See Demosthenes], 
Pontus, description of Basil's resi- 
dence in, 124, 125. 
the home of his friends, 255. 
the clergy alarmed at Basil, 
xxviii. 
Pope, history of the title, 193 n. 
Poverty described by Basil, 113, 208. 

required in a monk, 208. 
Prapositus pagorunt^ 318 n. 
Prayer, offered to God in the Spirit, 
247. 
inspired by love, ill. 
how to be unceasing, Ixix. 
to the departed traced, Ixxi. n. 
toward the East, a tradition, 

4'. 
eastward position explained, 

42. 
standing at, and other pos- 
tures, 42, 42 n. 
Predicables, 26 n. 
Prepositions, their force in English 

and Greek, 3 sq.^ 36 sq.^ 40 sq. 
Presbyters and deacons, 186. 

arrogating episcopal rights, 
224. 
Pride reproved, Ixv. 
Private celebrations forbidden, diffier- 

ent reasons, 236 n. 
Procopius, usurping at Constanti- 
nople, XX. xxii. 134 n. 
Procession, the double, 30 n. 
Prodicus, the sophist of Chios, Ixvi. 
Prokeresius, early teacher of Basil, 

XV. 

Prophecy, a gift of the Spirit, 24. 
WpoTZQiiTToi t€)v i^o6ev6vruv, inter- 
preted, 285 n. 
Propontis, 74. 
Protagoras, his character as a writer, 

200. • 

HpurdTOKOc, its theological use, xl. n. 
Proverb quoted, xxix. 122, 123, 130, 

223 n., 316. 
Proverbs, teaching by, Iviii. 
Pyrenees, 69, 

Pythagorean, harmony of the spheres, 
24 n., 66 n. 
philosophy and its spec- 
ulations, 27 n., 41 n. 
giving and receiving for- 
giveness, 323. 

Quality and substance, 56^ S$. 
Questions, their teaching value, 223. 



Quintessence, 58 n. 

Rain, accounted for, 70. 
Rainbow, why called Iris, 139. 

illustrates the Tiinity, 140. 
Rape, raptus, and its penalty, 238, 

256, 308, 308 n. 
Reader, rank in the ministry, 256 n. 
penanced as in the ministry, 
257. 
Reason presided at the creation, 55, 

58, 59- 
Redemption, 300. 

Red Sea, its supposed levels, 73. 

Regeneration in baptism, 17, 21. 

Relics of the martyrs, xxxii. had, 153, 

210, 210 n. 

keeping them forbidden, 210 n. 

trade in forged relics, 210 n. 

those of Basil said to be in 

Rome, xxxii. n. 

reverence for relics, Ixxi. n. 

Remora, detains a ship, 94, 94 n. 

Renunciations in baptism, 42. 

Reordination, practised by some 

heretics, 199 n. 

charged upon the 

Arians, 199 n. 

Repentance and amendment, 147 sq , 

226. 

always a call to mercy, 

226. 

Reproduction " after its kind," 76. 

how regulated, 105. 

Reservation of Holy Eucharist, 179, 

179 n. 

of great antiquity, 179 n. 

as ruled in the English 

church, 179 n. 

Reserve in ancient teaching, xxiii, 202. 

Reserved sacrament, 179, 179 n. 

Resurrection illustrated, 100, 300. 

a source of consolation, 

114, 249. 

Retreat, monastic, xviii. 

Revelation of the Father by the Son, 

274. 

Revenge, forbidden to a Christian, 

Ixvii. 

Reverence shown in the church's 

services, 42. 

Reward for intending to do good, 58. 

Rhone, 69. 

Riches, warned against, Ixii. 

Right hand, as place of honour, lo. 

Righteous life roust be continued, 144. 

Ripaean mountains, 69. 

Robliers, 256. 

Rock crystal, how formed, 67. 

Roman bishop appealed to, xxx. 165, 

166,287. 

kind to other churches, 

166 n., 254 n. 

supremacy a modern 

idea, xxx. 

relations to the Roman 

church, Ixxiii. 

Romanism unknown in the early 

church, xxx. 

Rome, its rank in the fourth century, 

xiv. XXX. 

Rose, at first was without thorns, 78. 

as a moral teacher, 78, 323. 
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dCiaare of BdksTt, In. 
Vstemng In the ita.'inas, 21. 

Sobokf, nautrr, 210 n^ 216 b. 

Jus uuttrrdK^ai, 216. 
Sa^»r^fiani^m, fau 37 il, 196^ 229, 

249/^^304- 
a Jwlakm in tlie Go*- 

taken «p bf Eattathxvs, 

304. 
Sa bdlian i, 45, 243 n^ 250. 

Uc;;g^t th« fatherisood of 
tibe Son, 1 7 n. 
Sabdlifl% 37, 122, 156^ 249, 250, 254, 
27». I 

ku duet, 37 n, 
if a lihifan, 123, 123 il, 

246, 2460. 
liis teaching, 123, 156, 251, 

254, 27S, 304- 
erred by oppotitjoo, 123. 
Snbtnnsy deacon, lent from the Wot 

to Baail, 175, 177, 177 n. 
Saccophon, a Manicharan lect, 239,- 

2390. 
5Sa|;adares, inbdoed by Julian, 142. < 
Saints, the invocation of, and their 

ima^et, 326, 
Salaminia, Athenian ship of ftate, 
321, 321 n. ; 

SamoMta, 132 n^ 222, 222 n. 

chorch in troable, 260. 
letter to the presbyters, 

222. 
letter to the senate, 222. 
letter to the clergy. 260. 
SanctJuimns, presbyter, Basil's mes- 
senger, 192, 193, 198, 

199. 
prol^ably a western, 

192 TU 

risited the East, fall of 

enthusiasm, 280, 292. 

letters carried by, 292, 

292 n^ 293- 

Sanctoary, Valens and 'Iheodosios 

within, xxiv. n« 
Sardinian sea, 74. 

Sasima, why made a fee, zxt. xxtL n., 
250. 
its location described, xxvi. n. 
Satala, visited by Basil, 184. 

his letter to its citizens, 185. 
its church put under Basil, 

185. 
his letter to its people, 185. 
he makes Pcemenius their 
bishop, 185, f 85 n. 
5>atuminu8, count at Antioch, 199. 
Scandal of quarrels, 160, 161. 
Schism, its description, 223, 223 n^ 
224. 
illustrated, 224. 
Scriptures, their authority, 40 n., 
127 s^., 138. 229. 
traditional interpretation 

of, 40 n. 
the oracles of the Spirit, 

16, 229. 
appealed to by heretics, 
17 n^ 117 sg. 




127 jf^ 15S. 

to be 

'44^ 
Scytak, Spartan staff for dmpatek 

112, 112 B. 
Scytbia,69. 
Sea, beasdfal, 7^ 94. 

in a storm, drscribcd, 73, 75. 

its mysteries, 94. 

sickness at, 1 10. 
Seal, its tbcniogical meaning 9 ■. 
Seas named, 74. 
Seasons given by die Creator, 86. 

marked oat by the son, 86 ■. 
Sehasteia, Aiian factions at, 290. 
Secret, the, in chorch teaching, 42: 
hutractions conveyed Yvf mes- 

««««» «59- . 

Secmidflt of Ptolemais, xxsxn. I 

Ze>jpncafs6f and ixikjf^ considered, 
xlix. n. , 

Selencia S3mod and creed, 49 n^ 292. 
Semiarianism, 49 n. ! 

Semiarians, xviii. sg^ 16 n., 243 n^' 
268^ 268 n^ 269,' 
287 x^. i 

refused condEar deds-i 
ions, 287. I 

their disorders, 286, 287, 
291. i 

send deputies to Rome,xx. 
had their bishops re- 
stored, xz. 
their shiftiness, 288. 
were deposed at Constan- 
tinople, 288 n. 
were favoured by Melc- 

tius, xix. 
held sjmods at Cyzicus 
and at Antioch, xxx. 
Seraphim, tanght of God, 24. 
Serbonian lake, 74. 
Serpent heals sore eyes, 103. 
Severus, bishop, 227, 227 n^ 286 n. 
signed with Basil and others, 
xxvii. 286 n. 
.Severus, chorepiscopus, 196. 
Shadowless men ( Askii), 86. 

shadowed on one side 

(Hctero-skii), 86. 

shadowed on both 

* sides (Amphiskii), 

86. 

Sicilian sea, 74. 

Sight, how imperfect in representing 

nature, 87. 
Signs in meteorology, 84. 

of the Zodiac, 85. 
Silence as a discipline in a Christian 

assembly, 128. 
Silvanus, metropolitan of Tarsus, died, 
XX. 136. 
one of the best of the Ari- 

ans, 136, 264. 
troubles expected at his 
death, 136, 136 n. 



Ictzerio, 19Q. 



. 190 n. 
gifipLit f of the faiA pq ■qt edL 8L 
its nf iinition. 



dkaice,fi.S6L 

104 B. 

Bato<ieath, 239 b. 

pboMSr, 247. 
taBght by agricmixnre, Sol 
to be sorrowed for. bdL 
Sirmian " blasphemv," xriiL 
^rmzam, creeds of, xttS. 49 b. 
** Sitting,'* for immsiabCity and 

mortality, 10. 
Ssrfoc interpreted, 214 b. 
Zuaypaoia, what it is, 19, 19 b. 
Slanders easily uttered, 24^ 244, 248^ 

249 jf . 
Slavery, 32, 32 n., 168, 190, 191, 237, 
240,256. 
bow viewed in the ancient 
church, 33 n., 190, 191, 
24DL 
its moral condition, 240, 256. 
Slaves, how men become snch, 32, 
191. 
one made a bishop, 33 n., 

190 n. 
in second marriage, 256. 
Sleep, only a refreshment, 112. 
Snow accoiinted for, 70L 
Socinianism, 36. 
Socrates, anecdote of. Ixvu. 
Sodomy penanced, 257. 
Soldier, letter to a, i$6. 

high principle may be shown 
in, 1S6. 
Soldiers, as homicides, 226, 228. 

wives marrying in their ab- 
sence, 239. 
life not incompatible with 
true religion, 186. 
Solitary, life of, requires pure aim 
and perseverance, 148. 
its duties and habits, 143 sf^ 

146. 
its temptations, 145. 
painful picture of, 145. 
its value, 146. 
Solitude, its value, 110, 129, 146. 

beauty of its occupations, 

III. 
its necessary* instruction for 
profit, 129, 143^^- 
Solomon fell through one fault, 144. 
Son in relation to the Father, xxxiv. 
xxxviii. xxxix. xl. 8, 9« 10, 13, 
14, 27 j^., 38 s,/., 117, 120, 
13S, I39» I55» >56, 186, 195, 
230, 231, 250, 269. 
One, and God, 28, 117. 
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•i3- 

the Father 

xL 13, 14, 13s, 139- 




ts^gbt of tbe Fatber, 14, lod. 
of ** Exprea Iflugey"* 14 b. . 
13 tbe Father, xxxir. 

xxxTsL 14, iiS, laoL 
bv Whom the Father Bade all 

'things, 106, 13S, 13^ 
source of sanctiii-catioov I id. 
oonsabstantial with the Father, ^ 

117. 118. 120, 137 j^, 155. 

156, 176, 195, 212, 269. ' 
Hb oeconooiT of Don-knowin^i 

Ii8» 276, 277. 
His dispensation an oeoonomr, 

iiS. ' I 

•Wisdoni,'' as in IVorerfas*. 

120 n. 
not a creature, xxxiv. xL 120. ! 
as Homooosios xxxir. 269. 
as appearing to the patiiarchs, 

300 n. 
as confessed bj Eunomins, xxxir. 

as discnssed bj Basfl and Eano- 

mius, xxxiT. s^. 
His Name aboTe eveiy name, 

xxxriii. 
His freedom, xxxix. 
First-bom of every creatnre, xL 
Soothsavers and their dupes pen- 

anoed, 257, 259. 
Sophist, his character and ease in 

writing, 127, 322. 
Sophronins, the bishop, letter to,2iS. 
highly spoken of by Basil, 
218, 235. 
Sophronius, carried a letter, 186. 

perhaps disciple of Ens- 

tathios, 192 n. 

Sophronins, the master, letters to, 134, 

170, 180,221,233,309. 

fellow-student of Basil at 

Athens, xv. 134 n. 
friend of Gregory Naz., 

134 n^ 135. 
in favour with Valcns, 

134 n. 
quarrelled with Basil, 134 

n., 309. 
appealed to, for Gregory 
Naz , 134. 
Sorceress and her spells, 89 n., 257 n. 
Soul and life in quadrupeds, 95, 95 n., 
102. 
different in cattle and man, 95. 
transmigration of, 96, 96 n. 
Sozopolitans, letter to, 299. 

place identified, 299 n. 
Spain, Western, 73. 
Specifics found by animals, 103. 
Spirit, a created essence, 54. 

if beyond time, infinite and 
eternal, 54. 
Spirit, Holy, the means of blessing, 

25» 44. 

as related to Father and Son, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 23, 27 j^., 
3S» 36 sg., 39, 40, 44, 121, 
138, 156, 170, 186,195,212, 
229, 230, 231. 

how the Third Person, 23, 28. 



Spirit the Pkradcte, 15* 19 a« jql 
eafightefis, 15, 2^ 29^ 4a 
HisnaaKSw^o. 
His opcratioDS, I?, 13, 30, 31, 

44.IS6, 
Intcrcessx, 31. 
called the Lcvd, 19, 23. 33. 
WMpproachable in thought, 15. 

34* 54. 

His gtorv in our nnmbering 

His attnbates^ I5» 35« 36^ 3S, 

39. 
above the a ea tui c and natwe, 

IS. 19. 2> 3> 36. 44. «». 
189, 195 ft, 212. 

above the angels, 19. 

oar gift from God, 23* 36^ 

ever present, b«tt alwars oper* 

ating. 38^ 
how spoken of as a place, 39^ 
the soorce of grace. In, to, 23, 

39. 4a 44« 138, iS6i; 2l'2. 
the Prince of Life, 44. 
passes all nnderstanding. 44. 
blasphemy against, and no 

forgiveness, 17, 23, 44* 47. 
. His Godhead, 15, 16, 17, iS, 

19, 23, 46, I30, 121, 156, 

2295^. 
agent in baptism, 17 if., 49, 

49 n. 
Scripture ideas suggested, 15, 

19,20. 
proceeds from the Father, 1$, 

19, 120, 13S. 
called the Spirit of God, 62, 

156, 212. 
proceeds through the Son, 1 38, 

156. 
Holy and the source of holi- 
ness, 15.23, 116,212. 
confessed with the Father and 

the Son, 17, 18, 19, 212. 
our means of restoration, 22, 

23- 
how regarded at Nioea, 195, 

212. 

brooded on the waters, and 
moved on their face, 62, 63, 
63 n. 
how approaches the human 
soul, 15. 
Tirfw^pX'^fKt its meaning, 49 n. 
Spurious letters attributed to Basil, 

326. 
Squid, its habits and teaching, 91, 92. 
Stage in Basil's day, Ixvi. 
Star, the Evening, its beauty, 64, 66. 
Stars, in their courses, studied, 54, 66, 
85 sg., 93. 
used in Astrology, 84, 85, 86, 

93. 
in their order and regularity, 

92 n. 

Stephen, hp. of Rome, 17 n. 

Stepmother, ancient dislike to, 2x4 n. 

incest with, 258. 

iTtpiufM, history of the word, 99 n. 

Stoics, charges against them, 61 n. 

in opposing parties, 70. 

some atheistical, 70. 

founded by Zeno, 113 n. 

Stoic saying, 209. 



X*v^'.T ecdesstscical famecit. 21$ •« 
Stofk^ its habits a»d tcac^i;;^. o:^ 
' iss pioss ajfoctk«« o:^ «»$ n. 

:^rat^tts« pmbvter* cunes a le^cr. 

2$5. 259»^9& 
'Strrmon as seen 6v>ai Amphipc^ 

125. 
S«i^kctioa of d»e S»» to the Father. 

llS« IXX IXkll. 

Sabuitio«i«ct3e, n^3^.,'^r^^t^ 15$, 155 n. 

forbidden bv ' the 

chanch and o>tta> 

Sobnumeiatioa. what it ».» 2tv 27, 30. 
Substance, as a thcoK>gk*al term, 3 n^ 

117. 11$. I2(X I23« l^(\ 

^54. 
apart from qoality. 56k $3* 

distinguished fTvW Hr« 
postasis, 13* ^., 156, 

dimcnUy of hn«Kng $«itfi« 
dent terms, 254. 
SriurdA-o, district for a chorepiscopm^ 

315 n. 
Son, how called great. $7, SS» $9. 
a moral teacher. 89. 
and moon created. $2. 

their weather sigYts* 

Sntidrxa, its meaning in the Arian 
j contro\-ersy, l^ n^ 269 n. 
; Sunday, first day of the week, 42, 

Superintendents of small churches, 
I 232, 

'Sympius, of Sirmium, correspondent 
I of Basil, xK 233. 
■ Svncletius, senator turned monk, xvii, 
I Synod [See Council] held annually as 
j a rule in dioceses, 184. 
' Swearing forbidden, 238. 



Tabernacle, services fixed by Moses, 

42. 
Tamarisk, its properties and lessonsi 

81. 
Tanais, 68. 

(Tantalus, tales of, no. 
Tarsus, see requiring a bishop, 136. 
letter to its presbyters, 189, 
Tartessus, 69, 
Tatian, 224, 

Tatianus, presbyter at Myra, 259. 
Taurus, iron prvxlucingand taxed, iSS. 

. tax too heavy, 188. 
Tax, not imposed by l)ishops, 324. 
one b? a contribution of maret, 

3«S. 
assessing unpleasant, 318. 

exemption for the clergy, 186, 

205. 

exemption asked for monks, 312. 

exemption asked for hospitals, 

205. 

Tax-paying. 127, 169, 174, 175, 186, 

188. 

not to be on oath, 1 74, 

difRculiy of, 175. 

heavy on the Cappado- 

cians, 169, 170, 174 n. 

heavy on the mines of 

Taurus, 188. 

when paid in gold, 

17s n. 
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Tax-paying, clerical exempti9ns, i86, 

205. 
Temperance, a moral virtue, Hi. liv. 
Temple is *'a place cut off," 121 n. 

of Fortune, its destruction, 
xix n. 
Terentius, the admirable, 162, 254. 

orthodox, and in favour 

with Valens, 182 n. 
had three daughters 

deaconesses, 182 n. 
letters to Count Teren- 

tius, 182, 253. 
letters to the daughters, 

deaconesses, 186. 
was drawn away from 

Basil, 255. 
an early friend, xv 
Terms involve the truth, 2. 

valuable in definition, 3, 9. 
dangerous in the using, 9. 
Testaceans, from the water, 90. 
Tetractys, Pythagorean number, 127, 

127 n. 
Textual criticism, 92 n., 117 n., 120 n. 
Thalassius, signed the letter to the 

West, 177. 
Thales, on elements, 116 n. 

credited with a proverb, 
122 n. 
Theatres, an evil influence, 72. 

their customs, 81. 
Thecla, letter to, 319. 
Theodora, a canonissa, 155 n. 

letter to, 219. 
Theodore, of Mopsuestia, in the Arian 

controversy, 16 n. 
Theodore, of Nicopolis, 160 n. 
Theodore! us, signed the letter to the 

West, 177. 
Theodorus, sub-deacon, 260. 
Theodorus, letter to, 194. 
Theodosius, presbyter, sent from Ni- 
copolis, 281. 
Theodosius, emperor, baptized by 
Ascholius, 209. 
defended the Catholic 
faith, xliv. 
Theodosius, magistrate of Cappado- 

cia, 326. 
Theodotus, bp. of Nicopolis, xxvii. 
177, 279. 
signed the letter to the 

West, 177. 
wished a visit from Basil, 

180, 183. 
asked to draw Basil from 
Eustathius, xxvii. 180 
n., 183. 
not quite friendly towards 

Basil, xxvii. 183. 
letter to, 193. 
his death, xxix. 270 n., 
271, 279. 
Theodotus, bp. of Beraea, letter to, 

222. 
Theodotus, bp., signed the letter to 

the West, 177. 
QeoXoyia distinguished from otKOvofiia^ 

XXX vi. n., 7 n. 
Theological terms, important, 2, 9. 

dif^cult to trans- 
late, 3, 4. 



Theology, patristic meaning of the 

word, 7 n., 28 n. 
Theophilus, bp. of Castabala, 198, 
286, 289. 
went to Rome, zx. 287 n., 

289. 
closely associated with 

Eustathius, 289 n. 
letter to, 289. 
Theophilus, of Antioch, 51. 
6fo^pof applied to mere men, 8 n. 
Theophrastus, deacon, messenger of 

Basil, 159, 159 n., 
180. 
died on his journey, 
180. 
Theophrastus, the philosopher, 200. 
6e($c, its derivation, I2I n. 
Theotecnus, friend of Basil and Maxi- 

mus, 311. 
6f<5ro/cof , 326, 326 n. 
Therasius, the presbyter, and the 

relics of S. Dionysius, 235. 
Therasius, the great, perhaps gover- 
nor, 171, 171 n. 
Thessalonica, its spiritual condition, 

210. 
Thief, how penanced, 257. 
Thrace, as place of exile of Eusebius, 

217 n. 
Thrasymachus, his character as writer, 

200. 
Thunder, its cause, 67. 
QwjiaaTiiaia, altars, 291. 
Tides dependent on the moon, 89. 
Time not applicable to God, 8, 54. 
begins and ends, 53, 72. 
its nature, 54, 55, 72. 
allied to change, 54. 
"Time appointed," ii8n. 
Tiraotheus the musician, Ixviii. 
Tomb-breakers, how penanced, 257. 
Tortoise has his specific, 103. 
Tortures for producing apostasy, 17. 
Tradesmen addressed by Basil, 51, 

65. 
Tradition, a guide in interpretation, 
16, 40 n. 
our guide in sacrament and 
ceremonies, 41 sq,, 212, 

213. 
unwritten in the early 

church, 16, 45 sq.y 213. 

apostolic, its value, 16, 213. 

from such as Gregory 

Thaum., 2^3 sq. 

Trainer of the martyrs, aAcnrrrK, 210, 

210 n., 216. 

Training necessary for all work, Ixviii. 

Trajan, commander-in-chief, 206 n. 

letters to, 206, 207. 

Transmigration of souls, 96. 

Trees, some fruit-yielding, some not, 

78. 

their culture and variety, 79. 
their sex distinguishes their 
fruit, 80. 
Trial needful for slandered clergy, 

244. 
Trials in the church as in life, 281. 
Trigamy, how penanced, 225, 240 n., 

2^8 n. 
Trine immersion, 22, 42. 



Trinity, as conceived by Arias, i, 23, 
106 n., 285. 
three Persons equal, xxxiv. sq^ 
13, 16, 23, 27 sq,, 39, 43, 
45, 49 n., 107, 138* 176^ 
186, 250, 268, 269, 278. 
sophisms regarding, xxxvt y, 

23f 27. 43. io6^ 116. 
not related in time, 8. 
denied by the Monarduans, 

27 n. 
how numbered, 23, 28, 49 n., 

116. 138, X95, 251. 
not divided, 23, 45, 106^ 1 161 
Unity in, 45, lo6» iid, 195, 

326. 
in Unity, bvapxoq, 13 n., 195. 
the source of blessings, 23940. 
not confounded, 49 n., 138. 
not one under three names, 

xxxiv. sq., 251, 326. 
Arian view, xxxiv. sq,, 254. 
Sabellian view, 25 1 . 304, 326. 
called by Sabellius *' one thing 

of many faces," 249. 
Apollinarian statement, 197. 
baptism in the Name of the, 

240^ 250, 269. 
earthly images and illustra- 
tions of, 23, 140. 
Tritheists, 1 16, 229. 

name given to the Catho- 
lics, 229. 
Troops equipped from the taxes, 

Tropici, heretical sect, 195 n. 
Truth, most valuable to reach, 2. 
in Yea and Nay, 2. 
requires defender as well as 
accuser, 243, 244. 
Turtle dove, as a moral teacher, 98. 
Tyana, letter to the senate, 181. 

troubles of its liishop, 181. 
its position and status, xxiii. 
250 n. 
Types of baptism in the Old Testa- 
ment, 20. 
their value, 19, 20^ 
21. 
Tyrrhene sea, 74. 

"TX;?, its philosophical force, 5. 
Ulphilas, how converted, 216 n. 
Ulysses and the Sirens* song, 109, 206. 

fable of his history, 206. 
Unbegotten was an unwelcome term, 
116. 
in what sense true, xxxiv. 
sq. 
Unction of Catechumens, 42 n. 
in baptism, 42, 42 n. 
in contirmation, 42 n. 
of ^ick, 42 n. 
Unity in Trinity, 45, 106, 116, 195, 
326. 
in the church, its basis, 189. 
Universe, how conceived of, 53 n., 

56. 

God its maker, 53 sq. 

the earth in its centre, (7, 

68. 
formed in wisdom, 58 sq, 
bound in one, 6o. 
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Universe created in hannony and 

beauty, 71. 
University life at Athens, xv. 
Unwritten tradition, 41 sq. 
'Ym/peaia and vTZT^pinj^, how used, 

12 n. 
Urbicius, the monk, letter to, 193, 

301, 326. 
Urchin, sea, its habits and instincts, 

93- 
Usurer is pictured, xlvii. zlviii. xlix. 

Usury denounced in the ancient 

church, xlviL sq, 

how regulated in the church, 

228» 228 n. 

Valens, the Emperor, as persecutor, 
xix. xxii. xxiii. xxiv. 2 n^ 
152 n., 162 n., 163 n., 203 
n., 205 n^ 221 n^ 261, 261 
n., 281 n., 282 n., 289 n. 

his accession, xix. 48 n., 282 n. 

came with Arian bishops to 
Caesarea, xxii. xxiv. 1 52 n. 

came with them also to Par- 
nassus, 162 n. 

divided Cappadocia, 169, 170. 

his law of cases to be tried in 
their own province, 267 n. 

condition of the church at his 
accession, xix. xx. 

stood in awe of Basil, xx. 
xxii. xxiii. xxiv. 

contributed to the hospital at 
Oesarea, xxi. xxiv. 

his personal appearance, xxiv. 

taken within the sanctuary, 
xxiv. 

partly reconciled with Basil, 

XXXV. 

his death, xxxl. 
Valentinian heresy, a gnostic dualism, 

61, 61 n. 
its emanations, 61. 
Valentinian, the Emperor, xix. xxx. 
48. 
had a council held in 
lllyria, xxx. 
Valentinians, in heresy, 61, 224. 
Valentinus, the heretic, 3cx>. 
Valerianus, bp. of lUyricum, 177. 

was bp. of Aquileia at 
Roman synods, 177 n. 
Valerianus* letter to, 311. 
Valerius, probably bishop, mentioned 

by Kasil, 232. 
Venesa identified, xxix. 
Versions of Scripture, 74 n. 
yia media, 252. 
Vicar, 267, 279. 

Victor, the commander, letter to, 209. 
Victor, the ex-consul, letter to, 209. 
Vigils, 247. 

Vine, a powerful teacher, 79. 
Viper and lamprey, fable of, 93, 93 n. 

law of reproduction, 104. 
Virgin, fallen, 149, 236, 256. 

invited back, 149 sq^ 217, 

218. 
her exculpations, 148. 
how to be disciplined, 217, 
218, 236. 
Virgin Mary, 300. 



Virgin Mary, her perpetual virginity, 

xli. xU. n. • 
as an object of invoca- 
tion, Ixxi. n. 
Virgins, how to be received from 
heresy, 237. 
increasing with the church's 

growth, 237. 
sometimes from inferior 

motives, 219, 237. 
ecclesiastical definition of, 

237-. 
conditions of reception, 237. 

their monastic condition, 1. 
Virtue, moral health, 103, 104. 

conformity to nature, 103, 
104 n. 
Vitalins, Apollinarian bbhop at 

Antioch, 295. 
Vows, foolish, to be avoided, 238. 

monastic, not always irrevoca- 
ble, lii. n. 
Vultures, 100. 

War and its relation to homicide, 228. 
Water blessed for baptism, 42. 
Water, not said to have been created, 
60. 

floated on the earth, 60, 72. 

supported the earth, 57. 

moved upon by the Spirit, 62. 

alx)ut the firmament, 67, 68. 

diminished by fire, 68^ 69. 

superabundant, 67, 68, 69. 

allegorised, 71. 

its gathering together, 72 sq, 

naturally seeks a lower level, 

72. 73. 
its place and value in nature, 

75.90. 
becomes wine or oil, 80, 81. 
receives its life and adorn- 
ment, 90, 95. 
teems with life, 90, 95. 
Wealth, right use of, 279. 
Wedlock, its duties, 93. 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, spe- 
cially observed, 179. 
Well-doing is crowned at the end, 

143. 144. 
Western sea, 68, 69, 89. 

Western Church as a support to the 

Extern, 163, 

164, 166, 175, 

282, 282 n., 292, 

30I.305- 
appealed to by 

letter, xxii. 176, 

198, 282, 282 n. 

asked to be cautious 
in receiving East- 
erns, 198. 

dealt cautiously 
with Basil, 202. 

their letter carried 
about, 253. 

letter used against 
Basil, xxx. 255. 

their indifference 
regretted, xxx. 
282. 

agreed with the East 
at Nicaea, 305. 



Western Church, Semiarian deputa* 

tion to, XX. 
position of the 
church in the 
fourth century, 
xxx. 

Whales, why called great, 94. 

Whom, through, of, and with, 3 sq. 

Widows and widowhood, 219, 237. 

how dealt with in the church, 

237. 238. 
not to be supported in second 

marriage, 238. 
marry again without ^n, 239. 
Wife desertion, how penanced, 2^8. 
Wife^s complaint against her hus- 
band, 314. 
Wine refused by some heretics, 240. 
Wisdom of God a personal relation- 
ship, 74. 
that of the wise is worldly, 

divine in the creation, 55, 58^ 

59. 68. 
of this world, 69. 
Wisdom, Book of, ascribed to Solo- 
mon, 123 n. 
" With," its teaching, 37 sq,, 40 sq, 

43 '9*' 
Word, the, the Son of God, 24, 55, 

106. 

in the creation, 55, 106. 

the Divine, 55. 

pervades creation, 102, 106. 

the Image of God, 106. 

Words, must be weighed and verified, 

244. 

World had a beginning, 53, 54, 55, 

56, 59. 
not coeternal with the creator, 

54. 
the time and purpose of its 

creation, 54, 59. 

not formed by chance, 55, 68. 

not its own cause, ^6^ 59. 

its order, 57, 59, 68. 

was invisible, 59. 

a macrocosm, 92 n. 

Worship in the Spirit, 40. 

the public, 75, 247. 

its form and use, 247. 

Writer, letter to a, 320. 

Writers, caligraphist and shorthand, 

xliv, xliv. n., 200. 

Writing, as a profession, xliv. n., 200^ 

201. 

in book form, 272 n. 

directions upon, 320. 

Xerxes, his canal across Athos, 322, 
322 n. 

Yea and Nay embrace all truth, 2. 
Year of the Hebrews and early 
Greeks, 87. 

Zela, 268, 292. 

Zeno, bp. of Tyre, signed the letter 

to the West, 177. 
Zephyrinus, bp. of Rome, 37 n. 
Zodiac in nativities, 84. 

divided out for astrology, 85. 
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